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ASCIENT  TOWN  AND  PORT 


WISBECH, 

tN  THE  ISLE  OF  ELT,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  CAHBKIVOE, 

AH&  or  Tsa  daciriuicnrt 

TOWNS    AND    VILLAGES, 
THE  DIUINAGE  OF  THE  GBEAT  LEVEL  OF  THE  FENB. 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  ROTAL  FRANCHISE  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  ELT,  be. 


iriTH  EHORAnNOS. 


WILLUM  WATSON,  Esq.  Fj1.S. 


Bie  totiti  TnB  ra  futmu  loconm 
\iti  agDiqaod  ftwnt  qwodHB  mHiliiOT)*  (eHiu, 


OmTi  ISm.  XT.  HI. 


WISBECH: 

PSINTBD  BT  AND  FOB  H.  AND  J.  LEACH. 
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THE  lUGHT  UONOCIUBLE 

BARL  OF  HARDWICKB,  K.O. 

LORD  LIEUTENANT  AND  CUSTOS  ROTULORVM  OF  THE 
COUNTY  OF  CAHBRIDOE. 

"HIGH  SIEWAED'OF  THE  XWIVERSITY  OF  CAHBRIDGE, 

ONE  OF  THE  MEB1BEH3  OF  THE  HONOUBABLE  CORFOBATION 
OF  BEDFORD  LEVEL,  F.R.S.  tnj,  A.S. 


YoDR  Lordship,  it  is  well  known,  has 
at  all  times  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
improvement  of  the  Fens  iu  general,  and  particalarly  <tf 
the  Town  df  which  the  History  is  attempted  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages.  The  owners  and  occupiers  of  this  country 
are  under  great  obligations  to  your  Lordship  for  your 
peculiar  attention  to  their  interests  on  all  occasions,  and 
they  duly  appreciate  your  recent  exertions  in  Parliament^ 
whereby  they  will  in  future  be  relieved  from  mai^ 
heavy  burthens  to  which  they  woe  formeriy  liable,  in 
carrying  through  the  two  houses  the  requisite  bills  for 
the  drainage  and  security  of  these  uncertain  Districts. 
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DEDICATION. 

Uader  what  more  appropriate  auspices,  tberefoie,  than 
your  Lordship's  patronage,  could  this  humble  eadearour 
meet  the  public  eye  ? 

The  favours  rec^Ted  from  your  Lordship  in  earlier  life 
confino  the  propriety  of  the  dedication  of  this  Tolume  to 
yont.Lordship,aoddutyandiacliiiation8likeinfluenceme. 

I  thankfully  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  condeacen- 
aion,  in  becoming'  the  patron  of  an  undertaking  which 
stands  but  too  much  in  need  of  powerful  protection. 
I  shall  ever  venerate  the  public  and  private  virtues 
by  which  you  are  as  much  distingaished  as  by  your 
noble  birth ;  and  earnestly  wishing  for  a  long  continuance 
of  health  and  felici^  to  your  Lordship,  I  have  the 
honour  to  subscribe  myself,  with  the  utmost  respect 
and  attachment, 

,   My  Lord, 
Ybur  Lordship's  sincere 

and  mo6t  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  WATSON. 
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Altuoticr  topc^raphical  historiea  are  io  general  dull 
and  wunteresting,  Blill  for  aome  readers  they  have  a 
sort  of  relish  belonging  to  them,  which  is  to  be  attributed 
nther  to  the  love  we  feel  for  the  place  of  onr  birth  or 
long  residence,  than  to  any  real  value  in  the  narrative. 
All  ranks  and  conditions  of  men  naturally  wiah  to  know ' 
Bomething  of  the  first  state  of  series  endeared  to  them 
by  habit  and  many  pleasing  recollections,  and  if  fixed  by 
providence  in  situations  remote  from  the  home  of  their 
eariier  years,  every  account  of  what  were  once  the  haunts 
of  their  youth  speaks  at  once  to  the  inmost  feelings,  and 
with  magic  influence  revives  associations  which  time  and 
distance  had  repressed  but  not  destroyed.  Ifo  person 
has  hitherto,  to  my  knowledge,  given  himself  the  trooble 
of  inquiring  into  the  ancient  hbtory  of  the  town  of 
Wisbech,  which  undoubtedly  is  a  place  of  considerable 
antiquity,  and  in  former  times  could  boast  of  being 
dignified  with  a  castle.  The  condition  of  places  we 
know  is  subject  to  continual  vicissitudes,  ebbing  and 
flowing  in  regard  to  trade,  extent  of  buildiogB,  and 
number  of  idiabitants,  which  the  History  of  Wisbedi 
wiQ  exemplify.     Having  latdy  lield  the  chief  annual 
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PREFACE. 

appointment  in  the  corporation  of  the  town,  cfrnf^Ted 
upon  me  for  the  rather  unusual  period  of  two  succeB- 
sive  yean,    I    considered    it   a   part  of    my  duty  to 
examine   the  ancient  records   belonging  to  the    body 
corporate.    I  undertook  the  task,  a  pleasing  <Hie  to  me, 
of  methodizing  end  airangiog  such  records,  and  in  my 
progress  discovered   that   a   tolerably  regular  series  of 
transactions   was  continued  from  the  year  1379,  when 
an    estabhshment    for    a     religious   guild    was    there 
formed,  down  to  the  present  period.     Of  these  records, 
afler  having  arranged  and  translated  them,  I  made  an 
index,    which    I    presented   to   the   capital  bui^esses: 
from    this  occurrence  the   idea  of  collecting  materials 
for  a  history  of  the  town   afterwards  suggested   itself. 
Thus,  what  at  first  served  as  an  amusement  insensibly 
grew   beneath   my  hands    to    it^    present   form.     The 
proceedings   hereinafter   detailed  relative   to   the  guild 
and  corporation  are  extracted  from  those  records.     The 
history  of  the  castle,  church,  and  other  objects,  has 
been  drawn  from  the  best  and  most  authentic  sources, 
both  printed  and  manuscript,  within  my  reach  j  and  by 
way  of  further  variety,  a  short  account  is  introduced 
of  that  important  tract  of  country   called    "  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens."     I  am  sensible  that  various  opinions 
have  been  entertained  as  to  the  original  state  of  this  ex- 
tensive district,  and  especially  as  to  the  people  by  whom 
the  first  efforts  were  made  for  rendering  it  fit  for  the  habi- 
tation of  man;  and  that  many  famed  antiquaries  think 
the   works   usually   attributed    to    the   Romans    were 
constructed  by  the  Iceui,  or  other  native  tribes.     That 
stupendous  work  at  the  other  extremity  of  the  country, 
the    fosse  or  trench,  of  which   is   called   by  comcoon 
people  "  The  Devil's  Ditch,"  is  an  embankment  so  vast 
»s  to  excite  the  astonishment  of  those  who  behold  it. 
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«Bd  i>  mppowd  to  have  been  nised  by  the  Iceni,  and  if 
CO,  it  sbewB  them  to  have  been  capable  of  operatimu  of 
great  magnitade.  In  all  qaestiona  of  this  nature  much 
must  be  left  to  conjecture,  no  record  of  the  early  itate 
of  the  country  having  ccune  down  to  us.  It  has  been 
my  eodeavoor  to  account  for  the  various  changes  in  the 
level  on  simple  principles  and  causes,  without  having 
recoane  to  preternatural  ones,  and  the  result  of  such 
inqniries  and  opinions  is  now  offered  to  the  public 
with  feelings  of  unfeigned  deforaiee  and  respect.  Very 
little  of  originali^  or  novelty  will  be  found  in  the  f<dlow- 
ing  sheets,  indeed,  it  is  not  worthy  to  be  called  a  history, 
bot  an  attempt  towards  one,  with  a  view  to  stimulate 
•ome  p^aon  of  greater  ability  to  present  the  public  with 
a  full  and  complete  history.  The  design  has  been  to 
produce  a  faithful,  correct,  and  authentic  record  of  the 
persons  and  things  treated  of.  No  other  praise  is  sought 
Uian  that  of  industry  and  exactness  of  description,  and 
it  will  be  felt  more  than  'a  compensation,  if  no  unfavour- 
able judgment  should  be  passed  upon  this  humble  per- 
£[Uinance,  for  although  most  feehngly  conscious  of  my 
own  incompetency,  I  was  still  unwilling  to  let  the 
raateiials  which  I  had  collected  be  dispersed  and  lost, 
and  therefore  ventured  to  sulunit  the  reeult  to  public 
notice.  In  arranging  and  classing  the  different  portions 
of  the  work,  it  was  thought  best  to  separate  and  divide 
tbem  under  three  heads,  first,  the  history  of  the  Great 
Level ;  secondly,  that  part  which  constitutes  the  isle  of 
Ely;  and  lastly,  the  ancient  and  present  state  of  Wisbech, 
with  the  castle  and  other  public  buildings  and  occurren- 
ees.  I  am  not  conscioiis  I  have  omitted  any  thing  which 
•ppeared  to  merit  attention,  and  which  might  be  deemed 
fnuiiiitmt  with  the  nature  of  such  a  publication ;  but 
I  an  at  the  same  time  sensible  that,  notwithstanding 
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I  shall  beg  leare  to  conclude  this  preftce  in  the  words 
ef  Addison,  expressive  as  they  are  of  viewB  and  feelings 
analogous  in  no  small  degree  with  my  own,  in  respect  to 
the  present  nndettaking :  '*  Custom  has  a  wtHiderful 
"  efficacy  in  making  every  thing  pleasant.  What  was 
"  at  first  an  exercise  becomes  at  length  an  entertain- 
"  ment.  I  have  heard  one  of  the  greatest  geniiAies 
"  this  age  has  produced,  (Dr.  Atterbury)  who  had 
"  been-  trained  up  in  all  the  polite  studies  of  antiquity, 
"  assure  me,  on  his  being  obliged  to  search  into  several 
"  rolls  and  records,  that  notwithstanding  such  an 
"  employment  was  at  6rst  dry  and  irksome  to  faim,  be 
"  at  last  took  an  incredible  pleasure  in  it." 

Spectator,  vol.  vi.  N«.  447. 
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THE   ANCIENT    INHABITANTS    OF  THE 
COUNTRY. 

The  Sacnd  Scriptures  inform  us,  that  after  the  Floody 
Shem,  Ham,  and  Japhet,  (the  three  sons  of  Noah)  aa 
their  issue  multiplied,  separated  themselves  into  the 
MTeral  quarters  of  the  earth,  and  that  by  tiiem  and 
their  descendants  the  whole  world  was  peopled  ; — "  By 
"  these  were  the  Isles  of  the  Gentiles  divided  in  their 
*'  lands ;  eveiy  one  after  his  tongue,  after  their  families, 
"  in  their  uBtioas."  * 

Gomer,  the  son  of  Japhet,  gave  name  to  the  Gomerians, 
who  were  afterwards  called  Cimbri  and  Cimmerii.  This 
Bune  spread  itsdf  through  Qaul  into  Germany,  and  from 
the  former  country,   then  is  little  doubt  that  some  of 

*  Cm.  z.  5.  Thu  coDciia  charter  i«  cms  of  the  mint  uicient^ 
■dbsmtk,  lUil  TsnenUe  recoida  in  sjjateace.— It  expUini  lt>  u«  wliat 
*0  hkbninu  wore  Ignonnt  of — the  origin  of  iiBtioiu ;  Medei,  A»jiiMi|if 
Pcnitu,  Grsckai,  Egjptiiitt,  Ljdiaoi,  ud  Sjiiwia. 
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their  coloniea  crossed  the  sea  into  Britain ;  for  it  is 
l^preed  by  British  antiquaries,  that  the  most  ancient 
inhabitants  of  oar  island  were  called  Cymri,  or,  as  it  ia 
sometimes  pronounced,  Cimbri ;  and  the  Welsh,  ,to  this 
day,  Cell  themaelres  Kumero,  Cymro,  and  Kumeri,  and 
their  language,  Kumeraeg.* 

Tacitus,  in  his  Life  of  Agricola,  intimates,  that  the 
tcligion  of  the  Gaols  and  Britons  may  be  proved  to  be 
the  same,  fratn  their  supentitioos  be^ng  of  a  similar 
nature,  f  We  haft  no  authentic  account  when  the 
Kimmerians  first  passed  out  of  Asia,  but  that  they  were 
in  Europe  seven  hundred  years  before  the  Christian 
Mia,  may  be  safely  stated.]: 

About  the  fifty-fourth  year  before  the  birth  of  Christ, 
Britain  was  invaded  by  the  Romans,  at  which  time  its 
inhabitants  were  divided  into  many  small  trihea,  ooder 
distinct  and  independent  chieftains ;  but  a  genere]  com- 
mander was,  in  cases  of  imminent  danger,  chosen  to 
direct  the  whole.  The  landing  of  Cccsar,  the  bold 
resistance  he  met  with,  and  the  uneanness  of  Ae  stardy 
Britons  under  a  foreign  yoke,  have  been  often  related  and 
are  well  known.  The  victories  of  Csesar  were,  however, 
unproductive,  and  of  little  moment.  The  Britons,  who 
are  represented  aa  being  stout  and  valiant,  were  allowed 
to  remain  unmolested  for  nearly  a  century  aAerwards, 
and  were  rather  allies  than  tributaries  of  the  Romans, 
until  about  the    seventh   year    of    the  reign  of  the 


*  Cunden,  p.  11. 

1  The  word*  of  Tkcitu  are  "  Goima  mkti  depiehm^,  mpMititiontn 
pemuaione."    Tit.  Apicolc. 
t  TaniBT'i  Ai4;1»4kxom,  tqL  i  p.  i. 
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cMpelW  ClttddiQs,  (&.».  49.)  when,  jeakmaJes  aiiaiM^* 
Uiid  ciril  wan  breaking  out  amoo^  Ui«  nativfle,  tha 
iLpMft'V  seiied  tb«  opportunity  of  redueing  thenk  nuHna 
toHifrietely  under  th^r  powCT. 

Caractacns  (an  eminmt  British  warrior  of  the  tribe  of 
Ike  Silnres  *)  stood  forward  to  reeciie  hit)  country  Grota 
its  prosd  invaders,  and  by  his  bravery  haiasud  his 
enemies  for  sevoraj  years;  but,  in  the  end,  his  troopa 
were  debited,  oad  the  noble  Caractacus,  haTing  sought 
the  protectioo  of  Civtiatnandiia,  queen  of  the  BrigaoteSri* 
was  betrayed  by  her,  and  delivered  up  into  the  hands  of 
the  conquerors,  and  aiWwards  carried  a  captive  to 
fiotne,  where  he  made  his  powerful  and  celebrated 
barangoe  before  the  assembled  senate.  About  this  time 
that  part  of  the  iahind  which  comprehends  the  counties 
ef  Niicfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdrm,  was 
inhabited  by  the  "  leeni,"  probably  so  termed  from  the 
wedge-kke  form  of  their  territory — the  Britons  in  their 
langiage  caltii^.a  wedge  "Iken."];  The  Iceni,  who 
woe  a  {MMFerful  people,  and  not  yet  wasted  by  war,  next 
Utaeked  the  Roman  settlements,  but  were  at  Iragth 
defeated,  and  Prasutagus,  their  king,  th^i  in  a  dying 
■tate,  witii  the  hope  of  preserving  his  kingdom  to  his 
family  in  peaOe,  made  the  emperor  Naro  and  his  own 
daoghtara  oo-heira  to  his  great  treasuree.  This  disposal 
of  hia  power  fk^ed  to  produce  its  intended  effect ;  tot 
after  bis  decease,  bis  territoiies  were  seized  upon  and 
plandtted  by  the  Ronnn  troops;  his  iUustrioua  wife» 

*  People  iobtliitlag  H^refordibire,  &c. 

t  InlkaUtHkU  of  the  tnct  aun  cdlad  Yorluhiie,  Dorhasi,  L«Bcai|Ur«t 
Wntaoreluid,  sad  Cumberiand. 

t  SoBB  wagine  it  to  be  deriTed  from  Uic  or  Uicon,  that  ii,  "  Bnve 

*  tim,"  Iwt  WUuher  nji  tbe  gcwine  udm  itm  Caiu,  Y-coD-i,  tin 

•  Ii«ai«aM." 
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Boodieea,  baTing  opposed  these  nnjost  proceedings,  su^ 
fiered,  with  her  daughters,  the  most  shameful  treatment, 
through  fiieir  lust  and  cruelty,  and  many  of  the  noblet 
were  deprived  of  their  paternal  estates.  Exasperated 
by  these  insults  and  injuries,  the  Iceni  again  took  op 
arms,  and  their  example  was  speedily  followed  by  the 
other  states.  Boadicea  vnM  app<Hnted  to  head  the 
common  forces ;  her  militaiy  exploits  were  ^orioos,  and 
she  gained  sereral  successive  Tictories ;  but  on  sustaining 
a  defeat  by  Suetonius,  an  experienced  Roman  «hd- 
mander,  sbe  hastily  terminated  her  existence  by  poison. 

Although  frequent  rerolta  ensued,  the  Britons  could 
never  atlerwards  make  bead  against  their  invaders,  bat 
gradually  fell  into  a  supine  and  slothfiil  state.  At 
let^th  the  great  strength  of  the  Roman  empire  begui 
to  consume  itself;  the  imperial  annies  found  safficienA 
employment  in  supporting  their  own  power  at  home;  and 
as  their  interest  declined,  the  barbarous  nations  of  the 
north  broke  into  their  rich  provinces,  and  Uie  whole 
frame  of  their  a&irs  became  so  disordered,  that  about 
the  year  448  after  Christy  the  empire  of  Rome  in 
Britain  finally  expired. 

From  this  period,  no  antbor  of  credit  having  noticed 
tbe  Iceni,  we  can  iafa  nothtng  certain  about  them  from 
history.  Their  ancient  name  may,  however,  still  be  traced 
in  Ikenild  Street,  one  of  the  four  Roman  highways  run- 
ning through  the  island,  which  extended  from  Yaimonth 
in  N'orfolk,  to  and  beyond  Barley  in  Hertfordshire,  giving 
in  its  course  names  to  several  villages,  as  Ickworth, 
Ickbngham,  Ickleton,  Iksoig,  now  Exning,  &&* 


*  Fkud  Bulej  to  RoyatcHi,  it  diiidei  the  oooBtira  of  CiwbrUge  vti 
Uutfad.    fwoi  IcUeford,  it  nun  by  Triin.  mme*  Bwftintfcroitot  paJ 
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This  put  of  the  tdaod  was  next  occupied  by  the 
mriike  Saxoos,  who,  under  their  leaders,  Hengist  and 
HotM,  landed  in  the  isle  of  Tbanet  about  the  year  449 
or  450,  haTing  bem  invited  over,  after  die  departure  of 
the  RMoaiiB,  to  assiat  the  natives  against  the  Scots  and 
Picta.  These  auxiliaiies,  quarrelling  with  their  friends, 
soon  found  means  to  settle  themselves  in  different  parts 
tf  the  oonntry,  and  succeeded  in  establishing  therein 
•even  kingdoms,  *  one  of  which,  eompriaing,  among 
other  coonlies,  that  of  Cambridge,  was  called  East 
Ai^ia,  or  the  kingdom  of  the  East  Angles. 

Tlw  Danes  aftenraids  gained  poasession  of  this 
eoontiy,  and  hetd  it  until  king  Edward  the  Elder  wrested 
it  fiom  than  by  iatce,  and  added  it  to  his  own  kingdcua 
of  tlK  West  San»a.t 

The  eoontiy  <£  East  Anglia  is  described  by  an  his- 
todau  who  flourished  in  the  year  970,:(  as  being  en- 
«anpaased  <hi  the  south  and  east  by  the  ocean,  and  oo 
the  north  by  the  moisture  of  large  fens,  which,  arising 
•fanost  in  the  heart  of  the  island,  descended  in  great 
iSvers  into  the  sea ;  the  inner  parts  being  a  rich  soil, 
•od  &mous  for  pasturage,  presented  In  aummer  a  most 
deli^tful   green   prospect.     The  south    part  of  this 


Ostxiiiatt,  paawa  ths  Thuaei  tt  GoHiig,  end  exleuiU  to  the  weMput 
tf  Ei^ud. 

*  Tba  Suoaa,  &oi^  they  mra  divided  into  atuea  kingdomi,  wera 
§M  tkB  Bort  part  adgact  only  to  tMia  head,  who  wai  idled  Kii^  of  tba 
ft^lh  NmIm  :  of  tlwM  king*  Hengisl  *ni  the  Snrt. 

t  A.  D.  900.  Egbert  mi  the  £nt  *o1b  monirch  of  the  Engli«h.  Ba 
eoBqa«nd  Kent,  and  bid  the  fbondstioii  of  the  wis  auwarcby  aboat  tlia 
JMT  air,  wUch  pm  ta  end  to  the  Saxon  heptarchy. 

t  AbtefkriKOi^iahialilaof  kingEdmoBd.  Alao  Ca»deii,  p.  966. 
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country,  belonging  to  the  connty  of  Cunbridge,  Wu 
called  by  the  Sucona  Slij,  (now  the  iale  of  Ely)  which 
some  deriTe  from  the  Greek  EXoc,  a  manh;  «r  it 
may  be  deduced  from  the  old  Britiah  word  "  Hellg," 
lignifying  a  willow,  or  from  "  Heli,"  salt  or  maiah 
land  gained  from  the  aea.* 

The  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  rest  of  the  low  coontrf 
irere  called  by  the  natives  Gyrvii,  "  Gyr,"  in  Bngligh, 
iignifymg  the  same  as  "  Palui,"  a  deep  fen,  in  Latin. 

At  the  northern  extremity  of  the  county  of  Cambridge 
is  situated  the  town  of  Wisbech,  the  most  con- 
■ideraUe  place  in  the  isle,  the  ancient  and  preMot 
atate  of  whioh,  it  is  the  principU  object  of  this  woric  to 
describe.  But  inquiry  shall  first  be  made  into  the  origin 
of  the. Great  Level  of  the  Fens  or  Low  Country;  how 
it  became  overflowed  by  the  wa,  and  how  aftenrarda 
gained  therefnHn,  and  into  the  course  and  outfidle  of  tb* 
nvers  pasnng  through  the  same. 


*  Skit  WW  fonnarlj  nudo  in  gnat  abundsitce  DpOD  tbe  IM  ihoM. 
The  hObiUalDiig  upon  the  ■eabuk  are  «UedSJtIIilIi,iach  u  at  Fleet, 
Holbeftch,  be.  tnd  we  find  tbe  nime  ^nn  to  pbcM,  h  Sihm't-Lode, 
BtUuh^SiltBMt,  JM. 
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Tke  Level  tn  its  Ordinal  State. 

It  is  toppoMd  that  titae  baa  been  a  time  when  the 
wlkela  great  level  of  the  fetu,  with  the  adjaoent  low 
eomdrj,  was  one  vast  open  bay,  where  the  tides  fredy 
flowed  and  reflowed,  and  that  by  the  quantity  of  Band 
and  earthy  matter  brought  by  the  united  uetiaa  of 
winds  and  tidaa,  the  bay  became  progreaaiTely  more  and 
wan  ahallow,  until,  in  prooeu  of  time,  the  depoeitiona 
beooning  higho*  than  the  rise  of  the  neap  tidee,  and 
grawing  om  with  graas,  a  habitaUe  country  was  grar 
dually  formed. 

The  upland  waters,  in  theirpoflsage  to  the  sea,  would 
of  themselves  force  chsnaels  in  vaiioos  diiAtiona 
throu^  the  Buppoaed  depositions  ci  earthy  matter,  aa 
would  also  the  rivers  flowing  &om  the  Jnteriw  parts  of 
the  island.  A  large  district  of  country,  fertile  in  its 
natore,  being  in  time  gained,  inbabitanta  would  soon 
be  indiused  to  settle  there.  The  surfiue,  in  the  couiaa 
at  ages,  being  raised  by  alluvial  deposit  and  accumulation 
of  daily  waip  firem  the  flowing  in  of  the  tides,  would 
beccone  sound  and  dry ;  and  the  rivers  running  through 
the  level,  and  keeping  for  the  most  part  their  accurto^ied 
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courses,  would  contribute  their  share  to  the  noarishment 
of  trees,  with  which  ancient  historianB  represent  this 
country  to  have  ftbonnded,* 

The  large  tract  of  land  supposed  to  have  been  thus 
formed,  aud  which  extends  into,  and  n  bounded  by 
the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Lincoln, 
Huntingdon,  and  Northampton,  comprising  no  less  ^lan 
400,000  acres,  has,  no  doubt,  undergone  many  changes 
^d  alterations.  Dr.  Stukeleyf  adopts  the  hypothesis 
before  stated,  viz.  Tliat  at  some  euly  period,  the  waten 
of  the  sea  overflowed  the  whole  of  this  country.  When 
the  land  had  at  length  emerged  fiom  the  w^ers  by  some 
such  process  as  that  already  described,  it  is  not  impoe- 
sible  that  it  had  a  natural  fall  to  the  sea,  and  ^at  it  pro- 
graflBively  became  wooded  and  cultiTated.  Sir  William 
Bugdale,  in  his  learned  "  History  of  Embuduag  and 
Draining,"  conceiTes  this  vast  level  to  have  onoe  bem 
firm  dry  land,  and  so  far  fnnn  being  annoyed  with  any 
extraprdinaiy  innndatiwia  of  the  sea,  or  etagwtiwu  from 
the  fieah  waters,  j:  to  have  been  plentii\i)ly  supphed  with 
wood  and  timber  trees,  and  that  some  great  land  flood, 
many  ages  since,  meeting  with  an  obstruction  at  the 
ioatural  outfall,  spread  itself  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
level,'  and  that  the  waters,  ever  since  the  covering  ti 
the  same,  have  produced  a  ingor  now  grown  up  tp  S9 
great  ttucknessr 


*  SmGatoa.     . 

t  Dr.  Wilbm  Stnkrisj,  wIkjm  nima  and  maBoir  ara  mpected  hy 
■smj  tiM  lovei  of  Eii|Iuh  uliqnitiM,  lad  •hsae  litervj  diaqnuituiBB 
■riQ  bo  ilmji  conndeied  c;)ijoqi,  ma  b  nBtire  of  Ilolbeach,  diitant  kb«qt 
fwohe  nulM  (ran  Wubach,  and  w»  bora  'm  the  jrev  1689,  tnd  tdaiOat 
'ft  Cofpu  Chiuti  Conege,  Cubridge,  in  1703, 
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Mr.  AtkioB,  of  OatweH,*  a  most  experiencecl  powm, 
•nd  fatown  to  have  taken  infinite  pains  in  his  inquiries 
into  the  ancient  state  of  the  fms,  says,  "  That  the  fens, 
**  which  are  now,  were  fonnerly  in  the  nature  of  meadow 
**  famds,  fimitfol,  healthJiit,  and  rery  profitable  to  the 
« inhabitants,  affording  much  relief  to  the  people  of  the 
"  high  conntries  in  the  time  of  great  drought ;"  and  he 
s  Petertx>rough  as  formaly  called  Medehamstead, 
it  of  the  meadows  there ;  and  farther  observes 
that  Ely  fen  and  Peterbwongh  great  fen  were  once  forest, 
istid  afforded  hebitalion  and  shelter  for  deer,  6u!.  which 
may  aceoont  for  the  horns  of  those  animals  having  been 
dug  np,  in  die  making  of  drains  in  several  places 
within  tius  district.  Whilst,  tberefore,  the  tide  had  its 
free  coarse  up  the  rivers,  the  country  was  not  materiaily 
annoyed,  and  the  nvers  also,  by  the  ccmstdnt  motion 
of  the  waters,  "beii^  scoured  and  made  deeper,  as  well 
as  preserved  in  good  condition,  the  collective  body  of 
land  waters,  acting  in  craijnnction  with  the  tides,  pre- 
■orcd  and  improved  the  outAJl  of  the  ^eat  level. 

7^  Arrival  of  the  Ronumt. 

At  what  partjcnlar  time  this  large  tract  of  fen  was 
secnred  ftam  the  sea  by  artificial  means,  nd  sufficient 
testimony  is  left  to  ns  on  record;  a  circumstance  from 
which  we  may  infer  that  the  attempt  Uxik.  place  at  a 
Tery'eaily  period.  It  is  most  probable  that  the  Romans 
began  Uie  work  whilst  they  were  masters  here,  as  they 
fcmained  in  possession  of  this  island  several  centnrie^ 


w  Biigtifby  ifttr  ■atdoaei  ndet  Ow  bmu  of  "Atkiu :"  be  ttfsd 
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.  and  kept  in  pay  80,000  sddiefB.  It  is  not  to  be  Mtppoied 
that  the  Britons  made  any  considerable  eodeavours  to 
iinprove  or  alter  the  coarse  of  nature,  as  we  know 
them  to  have  been  orit^nally  a  people  unskilled  in  the 
arts  and  sciences,  contenting  themselveE  with  mean  and 
nncomfortable  habitations.  It  may,  therefore,  be  prft- 
Biimed,  that  the  Romans  on  their  arrival  found  this  vast 
level,  m  the  greatest  part  thereof,  to  be  a  sound  fruitful 
soil,  coTM«d  with  wood  and  trees,  aud  that,  aa  these 
woods  impeded  the  {Hogress  of  their  arms  by  the  security 
afforded  to  the  oetivea,  they  were  induced  to  destroy 
and  clear  them  away.  An  instance  of  this  kind  occurs  ia 
the  early  history  of  Flanders,  which,  on  tlie  invasion  of 
it  by  the  victorious  Cesar,  he  found  ao  full  of  woods  end 
morasses,  that,  b^ng  unable  to  cfrnquer  it,  he  at  lei^^ 
cut  down  the  woods,  that  he  mi^t  the  more  easily 
Bubdne  the  inhabitants.  This  beii^  a  description  of 
country  similar  to  these  f«iB,  and  invaded  by  the  sain« 
)»eople,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  like  means  were 
used  to  la^itate  and  Complete  the  Roman  conqueat* 


Embankment  of  the  Country. 

I^tauDUBg,  then,  that  the  Romans  found  this  level  ia 
the  state  described  in  the  last  chapter,  to  be  a  fruitful  soil, 
•od  probably  much  more  rich  and  fertile  than  the  upland 
ground,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppoee  tha^t  they  were  after- 
'waids  induced  to  bestow  upon  it  the  exprase  and  coat 
«f  raiaing  and  erecting  stnn^  banitta  or  banks  of  eartk 


■  JaUu  Cmnt  njt,  "  Tbc  BriUiwcdl  a  thick  wood,  mdoMd  with 
"  ■  impvt  ud  »  ditcfa,  •  town,  to  wbklt  lk*y  nlire  fci  il«  Mcwi^  of 
"  themMlTM tod ctUU ^Kimt an iaiading vuemj"    De B«ll,iOdL Hkt $• 
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MSt  the  sea*  io  order  to  defend  it  from  the  overflowing 
of  the  spring  tides,  to  which  it  was  exposed.  This 
presniBptiMi  is  strengtliened  by  the  Well-known  industiy 
of  the  RfHoans,  and  the  excellent  dldcipline  of  their 
troops,  who  would,  no  doubt,  (were  it  for  the  puipoae 
•kme  of  pieserring  them  from  idleness)  be  kept  in 
exowe  m  works  of  a  useful  nature,  such  as  the  con- 
•tmctioQ  of  embankments.  In  corroboration  of  this 
opinkui,  there  is  a  passage  in  the  life  of  Agricola,  by 
Tautos,  where  the  Soman  genwBl  is  said  to  have  em- 
|doyed  the  Britons  "  in  clearing  the  woods  and  draining 
«  the  Blanches."  That  the  Romans  were  settled  in 
many  parts  of  this  great  level,  tlte  number  ctf  th^ 
coiiu,  oms,  and  other  antiquities  *  found  here,  and 
the  causeway  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  the 
tmpetoi  Sereius,  seem  to  manifest.  This  causeway 
extotded  twenty^foor  miles  across  the  fens,  from  Denver 
to  Peterborough,  and  is  now  covered  with  moor  from 
three  to  five  feet  in  thickness.  When,  therefore,  these 
I  were  once  recoveited  from  the  sea  by  the 
s  of  stroi^  banks,  the  cultjvation  thereof  natu- 
nlly  socceeded  as  an  object  of  public  concern.  And 
aJthoQgh  the  Romans  might,  in  the  first  instance*  for 
Hm  sake  of  more  easy  sabjugatioo,  hare  deared  away 
many  of  the  ancient  woods,  they  would  afterwards, 
whMi  the  country  was  completely  subjected   to  their 

*  At  W*^c4s,  >  tenut  of  Hi.  Conj'i,  nndai  thelMnk,  (itiD  called 
Ott  Rcmin  tank)  digging  thxee  leit  dmp  in  hii  gutten,  Ibund  manj 
Boun  bricks,  and  an  aqnednct  made  of  eaiUien  pipe-  Sii  Andmr 
TiwalM.  span  MCpactiag  Umw,  pmrnoaaed  tbcn  "  Bnaan,"  nade  of 
Oa  M*a  awtli  aa  thrii  vaa.  Bib.  Top.  BriL  LJecatauluM  AndquUUfi 
fcLl.bt  ktlci frtn E.  Ctmj,  Ekj.  to  Boger  Gale,  £*ii.  Btk  Nor.  17«7.  Ip 
cUtiai  thmogli  Uia  diaau  in  tbe  feni,  di«eta  una  bars  been  dog  up  ia 
•ariaM  fhcaa ;    lU,  uidoabtedly,  teatuwaiiaa  that  aoHa  nt   tbe  Hgnia 


i  by  Google 


12  HISTORY  OF 

power,  and  secured  through  their  own  labour  or  thst 
of  the  natives,  by  embankments  from  the  ocean,  nato- 
lally  endeavour  to  render  it  as  beneficial  as  poseibte, 
and  by  way  of  adding  to  its  ornament,  set  about  re- 
planting the  same.  Trees  would  then  thrive  well,  and 
as  the  Romans  continued  in  the  island  for  about  four 
centuries  alti^tJier,  they  would  find  these  marshes 
improve  into  a  fine  condition ;  and  any  trees  which 
they  might  think  proper  to  plant,  or  to  encourage  the 
growtJi  of,  would,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  come  to 
considerable  maturity.  As  nature  acts  uniformly  under 
similar  circumstances,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
great  level  would  have  been  a  floorishing  country  to 
this  very  day,  hod  not  her  operations  been  interrupted 
by  the  works  of  art.  To  the  latter,  therefore,  and  not 
to  the  former,  we  must  look  for  the  great  deterioretiim 
which  has  taken  place.  It  is,  indeed,  considered  1^ 
many,  that  even  die  Romans  embanked  the  country  too 
early ;  had  ^e  tides  and  land  waters  been  suffered  to 
spread  themselves  over  the  surface  a  few  centuries 
longer,  the  lower  parts  of  the  then  marshes  would  have 
been  elevated  by  the  continued  subsidence  of  siltb. 
There  would  have  been  no  fens,  and  the  drainage  of 
the  whole  level  would  have  been  perfect  and  natural, 
and  would  have  saved  many  millions  in  expense.* 

The  Arrival  of  the  Saxons, 

A.D. .    The  calamities  of  the  Romans  at  home  having  caused 

448.  them  to  recall  their  troops,  they  finally  abandoned  this 

island,  and  resigned  their  dominion  in  Britain  about  the 

year  448.    The  Picts  and  Scots  then  attacked  the  difr- 
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ticned  Britmw,  who,  in  their  then  haraased  conditioo, 
had  DO  reaoarce  but  to  crave  the  BSButanM  of  the 
Saxodb,  by  whose  aid  they  overcuna  their  invaders. 
Bat  the  Saxons  having  gotten  a  footing  in  the  island, 
•ltd  poceiving  the  exuberance  of  the  land  to  which 
they  had  been  invited,  became  desirous  to  possess  iL 
They  thenupon,  sending  for  great  numbers  of  their 
oooDtrymen  to  join  th«n,  obtained  such  ad^^tages  ova 
the  Britons,  that  at  length  they  formed  a  penoanent 
•ettleoBait  in  this  country ;  and  when  once  established, 
their  chief  leaders  appropriated  to  themselves  the 
countriea  which  each  had  been  most  instrumental  in 
conquering,  aatil  after  a  long  and  violent  contest,  the  a.d* 
whole  was  formed  into  a  heptarchy,  conaisting  of  seven  575. 
kingdoms.  One  body  under  the  ctHnmaiul  of  Ufia, 
having  seized  upon  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  SafTolk, 
Norfolk,  and  the  isle  of  Ely,  their  leader  assumed  the 
•overagnty  thereof,  by  the  title  of  "  Kjng  of  the  East 
"  An^es."*  But  what  attention  he  and  hU  successors 
paid,  and,  indeed,  whether  they  paid  any,  towards  the 
exclusion  o£  the  sea,  and  the  more  efiectual  drainage  of 
the  lower  parts  of  their  dominions,  is,  in  the  total  silence 
cf  authentic  history,  matter  of  uncertain  conjecture. 

Decay  of  Embankments  by  reason  of  intestine  troubles, 
and  the  Conditiim  of  the  Country  after  such  Decay. 

Amongst  many  causes  assigned  foe  the  decay  of  tfa* 
outfalls,  it  has  been  supposed  that  after  the  country  wa* 
abaodoiMd  1^  the  Romans,  the  banks  and  drains  became 


■  Thii  kiagdam  wm  foa&ded  about  «.  p.  575,  tod  ended  in  79t.  T&o 
>nt  Chrutiu  king  w»  Redbkld,  who  bcgu  hii  reign  in  599.  Edmund, 
«kD,iaaff««in|  ttaJhae^  mimtudend  USi.  EdaWdAiuy,  ml  th* 
tM  ki«c  of  the  Cut  Asgks. 
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aeglected.  During  the  contCBt  between  the  Bntontr  aiti 
Saxons,  the  inhalMtants  would  be  too  much  occufHed  to 
attend  to  the  bulwuke  which  bad  been  constructed  by 
the  Romans,  aad  had  serred  for  ages  as  defences  against 
the  encroachmeot  of  the  sea ;  and  as  the  Anglo-Saxona 
were  not  remarkable  for  their  skill  in  erecting  and 
fcnning  barriers  against  the  ocean,  any  sudden  accident 
by  a  breach  in  the  banks,  dnring  these  unsettled  times, 
would  cause  a  desolation  bo  great,  that  such  part  of 
the  coimtry  wouM,  for  a  time,  become  depopulated 
and  again  lost,  the  inhabitants  themaelvea  being  unable 
to  attempt  its  recovery. 

When  any  such  breach  of  the  banks  took  place,  the 
land  floods  would  in  their  course  be  divertedy  and  pre* 
Tented  fh»a  reaching  the  proper  outfall ;  the  rivers,  like- 
wise, being  robbed  of  a  conaiderable  part  (^  the  ebbs* 
which,  whilst  the  banks  were  preserved  in  a  good 
condition,  were  accustomed  to  return  throu^  th«n, 
Woukl  choke  op  aBd  decay ;  add  to  which,  these  watera 
eontinaiog  to  lie  a  vvey  long  time  upon  the  lands,  the 
eriginal  soU  woaM  become  softened  and  dissolved,  and  by 
mixing  with  tiie  sullage  and  mud  brought  with  them,  the 
very  nature  and  composition  thereof  would  be  entirely 
altered,  and  those  lands,  from  fniitfol  pastun^,  be  at 
length  fumed  into  a.  wildenMss  of  flags  and  aedge ;  and 
as  these  grew  up,  obstructions  would  increase,  until  in 
time  the  whole  coimtry  was  changed  into  a  deep  kn, 
Rueh  as  St.  Outhlac  *  describes  the  greet  level  to  have 
fae«i.  And  these  effects,  together  with  the  subsiding 
ailth  from  the  sea  water,  would  compose  such  strata  as 
the  country  is  now  found  to  consist  of-i- 
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Hie  so3,  beCMning  bo  albened,  wouM  be  naturally  cofr^ 
^■cire  to  the  growth  of  reeds  and  mshes,  as  well  as  to 
the  rapport  of  aldem  and  other  aqnatie  phmts,  and  t)M 
tuik  Tcgetation  would  increaae  the  difficulty  ixf  the  land 
flooda  in  getting  to  the  rirers,  so  that  the  level  Woold 
becottie  Uie  more  ansoyed ;  and  the  wat«B  being  &-M 
■nterrapted  in  their  pama^  to  the  rirers,  Uie  ont&U 
woold,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  back  water, 
begin  to  decreaae  in  depth,  and  to  choke  up ;  and  by 
Jegreea  eray  Ibmg  would  contribate  and  eonottr,  as  it 
were,  in  brktging  oa  a  general  inoDdation. 

That  aereral  parts  of  the  level  ware  tncnmbered  with 
feeds  and  alden,  which  in  some  places  serred  for  the 
haiboor  and  shelter  of  deer,*  and  were  a  part  of  the 
Ung'fl  forest,  appears  from  a  presentment  made  34th 
Bdwaidl. 

Horn  it  toai  r^mned, 

Tbn  cuuntiy  nnst  hare  ranained  a  long  tune  in  a 
desolate  condition  before  it  was  again  recovered,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  vast  accretion  of  soil  which  has  taken 
phce.  We  find  the  surface  of  the  fens  raisGd  in  some 
}>«rt8  from  ten  to  sixteen  fleet;  it  being  recorded,  that 
about  a  mile  from  Magdalen  bridge,  at  the  setting  dowit 
of  a  sluice,  there  were  discovered,  at  the  depth  of  six- 
teen feet,  divers  fune-btisbes,  and  also  out-trees  pressed 
down  flat,  with  nuts  sound  and  firm  lying  by  them,  the 
■  aad  trees  standing  in  mM  earth,  below  the  silth 


*  In  1305,  il  wu  preseiited,  that  the  IkhsdU  or  the  sbbou  of  Runwj, 
■bI  of  Tbornej  la  Wtultleaea,  had  waited  all  the  hn  of  King'i-delpb  of 
Ike  alien,  haiaocka,  and  nnhea,  eitimated  at  1,000  acrei,  ao  that  the 
Utf**  deer  conld  not  hare  bubotu  tbete  u  tb;  bad  before.    Dag.  p.  3£r. 
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brought  up  by  the  inundatitH)  of  the  sea.  And  at  tti0 
setting  down  of  Skirbeck  sluice,  near  Boston,  a  smith'^ 
forge  was  found  at  the  same  depth,  covered  with  siltbf 
and  all  the  tools  thereunto  belonging,  with  horse^oes 
and  other  things  made  of  iron.  Also,  in  the  year  1636, 
when  Wisbech  river  was  deepened,  the  workmen^  at 
eight  feet  below  the  than,  bottom,  cama  to  another, 
which  was  stony,  and  found  tberaio,  at  several  distances, 
boats  which  had  lain  there  overwhelmed  widi  silth  for 
many  ages.  So,  bkewise,  at  Salter**  Lode,  at  th^ 
digging  of  a  foundation  by  the  adventurers  in  thei|r 
great  worii  of  dnunage,  the  silth  was  observed  to  be  ten 
fleet  in  thickness,  and  next  below  that,  were  three  feet  of 
firm  moor,  and  then  blueish  gaalt,  which  the  workmen 
judged  from  its  appearance  to  harve  been  originally  ulth. 
Then  below  that,  a  moor  of  three  fe«t  in  thidtoeas,  mucb 
firmer  and  clearer  than  the  other;  and  lastly,  whiti^ 
clay,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  natural  and 
bottom  soil  from  the  bediming.  As  there  is  no  record 
when  this  tract  of  conntry  waa  first  gained,  neither  is 
there  any  of  ita  recovery ;  but  it  may  be  presumed,  that 
as  the  contentions  and  differences  between  the  Britons 
and  Saxons  ceased,  and  their  affairs  became  more  settled 
A.D.  by  the  ^tal^hment  of  the  Mercian  kingdom,*  the 
600.  inhabitants  began  to  turn  their  minds  to  renewed  im- 
provements, and  to  set  about  the  reparation  of  neglected 
embankments.  This  would  lead  thraa  to  a  cultivation 
of  the  country,  by  such  methods  as  were  moet  agreeable 

•  Thiikingdinnb^A.D.5n,  ■adanMSST'.  ItwoMof** 
Urgeit  of  Uie  hepUrchj,  ■nd  ccmtuDed  Hmtii^dOD,  Liacoln,  and  Utsen 
other  conntiea.  C«olted,  Dinth  king  of  Meicia,  l«ried  tn  taaj  to  pomw 
the  Dura  about  Tit,  and  aniiaxed  tbejnriadictionar  tbeialeof  Eljanf 
the  reTeBOM  of  the  noDaateij  to  the  crawn,  wbkli  TBtaiiied  Iheia-  iwA 
tite  leigB  of  king  Edgar,  A.t),9T%. 
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4d  the  too,  and  the  natave  and  utaetioD  titereof.* 
Di^dik,  Kpeaking  of  the  low  eoontry,  says^  '*  Our 
"■DcestMB,  the  Saxons,  obaerring  the  extraordinaiy 
"  fertility  of  the  soil,  seated  tbemselvea  in  this  couatry," 
of  whieh  there  is  endence  hoia  the  surrey  taken  by 
king  William,  shewing  that  the  towns  now  in  being 
were  all  existing  in  the  days  of  king  Edward  the  C<»i- 
(enor,  and  might  probably  hare  been  so  for  divwl 
preceding  ages.  The  church  of  Ely  was  poaeessed  ot 
Walpole  long  before  the  time  of  the  Confessor,  and  it 
was  a  place  of  no  small  note  as  giving  birth  to  Su 
Goderick,  the  hermit,  i*  And  although  time  and  the 
accumulation  of  sull^e  heightened  the  surface,  still  th« 
M  towns  might  stand  near  the  places  whoe  they  now 
are,  as  die  churches  may  probably  stand  nptm  founder 
tioDS  lud  on  the  old  surface  of  the  country,  notwith- 
standing  the  actual  ground  upon  which  the  houses  are 
now  built  is  much  higher  than  the  level  in  ancient 
times. 

It  has  been  an  inquiry,  by  what  means  the  level  was 
so  drtiwned  as  that  woods  should  be  torn  up  by  the 
Rwts,  and  so  great  a  pn>pOTti<Hi  of  eilth  brought  in  aa 
to  cover  the  ground  to  such  an  extraordinary  depth  7  We 
might  perhaps  reasonably  reply,  that  the  very  deposit! 
of  the  tides  would  in  time  form  a  barrier,  so  as  to  prevoit 

*  Tbe  PcMeBtin  feat,  in  Latiom,  bid  been  dnined  by  Coneliiw 
Cetbegi,  Iba  cmuoI,  and  made  a  rich  nkd  popnbm*  conntrr,  but  irbea 
iha  BaiMnuacs  of  tbm  woita  ma  ne^ected,  th«  vatsra  fiu  by  degMM 
pBod  ^OB  tb  land,  ao  tbat  t>  Veapaman'i  time,  then  fena  were  become 
a»iB«iff»«al.  thai  ft  WM  Oea  cMeened  a  minels  th«j  ibaold  erei  bara 
haMinwdl dnined  and inl«Med m  tba j bad beMy— Yet tkay  w«n a(aM 
^Bad  aad  tka  land  TMomed  by  the  e^eiw  Tiijan. 

t  HaHvedafcOMlorO.    Dnp.p.SM. 
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tlie  water  paraing  through  th«  fens  to  the  estuaiy  bdoW, 
and  that  by  Bucce§8iTe  imiptioDB  of  the  sea,  the  silth 
would  be  deposited  end  the  woods  destroyed. 

The  country  ia  known  to  be,  at  this  day,  destitnte  of 
wood  and  timber,  although  numbers  of  tieea,  overgrown 
with  moor  through  a  long  time  of  stagnation  of  waters, 
liave  for  many  years  been  taken  up  in  varioua  parts 
of  the  level ;  and  ntultitudea  of  roots  of  huge  trees,  at 
tile  bottom  and  sides  of  drains,  have  also  been  found 
standing  as  they  had  grown,  thnee  feet  under  the 
moorish  B<nl ;  whilst  from  others,  the  bodies  had  mani- 
festly been  sawn  off,  and  taken  down  by  the  hands  of 
men,  and  that,  not  as  if  in  a  way  of  profit  or  me, 
some  appealing  to  be  burnt  and  oth«a  sawn  off  and 
4ying  useless,  so  that  it  may  be  judged,  that  in  all 
probability,  the  latter  were  taken  down  for  military 
purposes,  to  clear  the  way  and  destroy  the  shelter  of 
the  natives  who  had  been  secured  thereby ;  and  if  si^ 
the  trees  found  burnt,  or  severed  from  their  roots,  may 
be  presumed  to  have  been  taken  down  by  the  Romans. 
Most  of  th^n  may  have  b^s  indigeno  or  natives  of  the 
soil  in  which  they  grew,  un^  the  district  became  fen  by 
the  overflowing  of  the  rivers,  or  by  violent  inundations 
of  the  sea,  destroying  the  banks  originally  raised  by 
the  Romans.* 

Dugdale,  in  his  invaluable  w<ak,  states,  that  it  has 
been  imagined  by  some,  that  an  earthquake  may  have 


*  AU  th«  tiM*  wotiU  flnt.deMj  new  tbt  gMod,  wb«n  tkayw«M 
■ooietiBiM  mt  ind  HnalimM  dry,  and  iaafl;  bU  info  tha  mtar,  ntan 
tbe  mud  and  decayed  legetathe  Battel,  whiek  imw  CMWtitBtaa  tk*t^ 
hn  now,  would  ultimately  coth.Umoi  to  Ikft  prmst  iefOi,    Sridb. 
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eansed  the  great  change  in  the  country,  and,  accwd- 
ingly,  adduces  an  uiBtance  of  one  happening  a.  d.  368> 
in  the  consulship  of  Valens,  which  overthrew  not  only 
several  cities,  but  altered  the  very  bounds  of  the  aea. 
With  every  deference  to  this  high  authority,  we  are 
unwilling  to  attribute  the  change  to  any  such  cause, 
having  no  recorded  account  that  this  happy  island  has* 
ever  been  considerably  affected  by  any  extraordinary 
convuluon  of  nature. 

The  same  learned  writer  observes  in  another  place, 
that  William  of  Malmsbury,*  an  authentic  historian^ 
represents  Tbomey  a  very  paradise  for  beauty  of  country, 
and  that  he  had  in  his  own  time  received  firom  credible 
testimony,  that  upon  the  cutting  of  certtun  moats  at 
Whittlesey  by  F.  Underwood,  Esq.t  there  were  found 
about  seven  feet  deep,  (through  absolute  moor)  firm 
ground  and  svratfaes  of  mowed  grass  lying  perfect  and 
not  consumed,  by  which,  he  observes,  it  is  manifest  that 
some  excessive  rain,  falling  in  the  summer  time,  had 
caused  such  a  flood  of  fresh  waters,  as  then  meeting 
with  an  obstruction  in  the  outfall  in  regard  of  the  silth 
there  contracted  by  a  long  season  of  dry  weather,  thi 
ssual  current  of  the  waters  to  the  sea  was  so  hindered, 
that  being  forced  back,  they  overflowed  the  whole  level, 
and  kept  it,  for  the  most  part,  under  water,  until  the 
general  undertaking  of  drainage.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
improbable  that  some  such  causes  as  those  just  enume- 
rated, succeeded  by  a  general  inundation  and  superfluity 
of  waters,  may  have  been  the  means  of  altering  the  entire 


■  He  mola  In  the  time  of  H«iii;  Jl—llSS. 
t  Dag>  p>  360. — He  uyi,  tbeia  moati  wen  tM  ilMnit  I 
btfcn  Irii  tte*i  which  woold  bring  the  period  to  ■bent  163St 
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fitee  of  the  country,  and  tearing  up  the  very  trees  and 
woods  with  which  it  oace  abounded. 

If  we  new  turn  oar  views  to  the  rivers,  and  consider 
the  alterations  occsMoned  by  them,  we  shall  find  that 
the  obstructions  in  the  outfall  would,  in  process  of  time, 
.materially  change  the  face  of  this  extensive  diskict ; 
we  shall,  therefore,  next  state 

The  RUe  and  Coune  of  the  JRtvert  pasting  through  the 
Levtl,  the  Grand  Outfall  whereof  tnu  at  Witbech. 

First,  the  Grant,  which,  having  its  inigin  about 
Ashwell,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  bringing  with  it  the 
watwa  of  part  of  that  county  and  part  of  Essex, 
passes  through  Cambridgeshire,  and  unites  itself  to  a 
branch  of  the  Ouze  below  Stretham  Mere. 

The  Ouse*  rises  at  a  certain  spring  called  Onse- 
well,  near  Brackley,  in  Northamptonshire,  and  passing 
through  part  of  Buckingham  and  Bedfordshire,  descends 
by  Huntingdon,t  and  enters  Cambridgeshire  at  a  place 
called  the  Hermitage,  in  the  parish  of  Haddenham,  near 
to  Earith,  where  it  foniurly  divided  into  two  branches, — 
tiie  one  falling  by  Earith  below  Stretham  Mere,  where 
it  received  the  river  Grant  irom  Cambridge,  and  passing 
to  Ely,  and  thence  to  Prickwillow,  where  the  Mildenhall 
river  falls  in,  ran,  united  with  that  river,  to  Littleport 
Chayre,  Welney,  and  ShrSwsnest  Pdnt.  The  second 
branch,   formeriy  called  the  West  Water,   ran  in  a 

'  OsM,  dow  winding  thmngh  k  level  pliin 
Of  ipaciou  meads,  witli  rattle  qninkled  o'er, 
CoDdndi  the  ejc  drag  hi*  liiiiKnu  Eonne 
Delighted.  Cow  ru> 

t  swibp- 
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northaly  directxHi  ln»ii  Earith  to  Benwick,  where  it 
met  B  part  of  the  Nene,  and  faUiiig  down  with  the 
Nene  vntgx,  it  agiun  joined  the  first-^nentioned  branch 
at  ShrewBoest  P<Hnt,*  and  they  then  concurred  in  one 
comae  horn  thence  ^yy  Upwell,  Outwell,  and  £hn, 
(dividing  the  isle  of  Ely  fnHn  Marahland)  to  Wisbech 
SBd  Cross  Keys  Wash,  which  was  at  one  time  the  only 
oatAIl  finr  the  waters  of  this  great  level,  and  so  were 
cairied  to  the  Bea. 

^e  Nene,  wfaoBe  head  ia  t^ut  Cateaby,  in  Northamp- 
tonafaire,  nuining  through  Peterborough,  there  divided 
itself.  The  chief  branch  formerly  passed  by  Standground 
and  Honey  Bridge,  to  Whittlesea  Mere,  and  through 
Ugg  and  Ramsey  Meres,  to  Benwick  above-named, 
and  there  joined  the  West  Water  (or  second  branch  of 
the  Onse)  trfftn  Earith.  llie  united  streams  thence 
descended  to  a  place  called  Great  Cross,  where  they 
divided  into  two  other  branches,  of  which  one,  a  minor 
brandi,  (ctJled  the  Plant  Water)  took  a  further  northerly 
direction  by  Guyhim  to  Wisbech ;  and  the  other  took 
a  direct  course  from  Great  Cross,  through  March,  to 
the  Bud  Shrewsnest  P^nt,  where  it  onited  itself  to 
the  first  branch  of  the  Ouse  from  Stretham,  and  thus 
took  its  conrse  by  Wisbech  to  the  sea.  The  second 
principal  branch  of  the  Nene,  after  passing  through 
PetobOTon^,  ran  by  Thomey  Bar  and  Singleholt,  to 


*  Om  bnack  of  die  Oiua,  in  hi  pment  coant,  atari  the  comitj  of 
r^hriil[n  et  the  Homitage,  aeai  Earith,  mu  down  the  Himdredrfoet  or 
Hew  Bedfad  rirer,  in  ■  uMlieii;  diiectioo,  b;  Suttoi,  Mspel,  and  Uenee, 
i^  Mton  Noifiilk  B  titde  to  the  iMt  of  Weloe;.  The  other  bnach,  lAer 
ki  jaaeticB  with  the  Gnat,  pMeee  b;  Ely,  and  leceiving  the  wat«n  of  the 
MiMimhell  mer,  procsedi  to  DeaTer  iloice,  where  the  two  brancbea  unile 
MdcoMiaa*  tUrconneby  DoirahN*,8tow,  Magdalea,  Hd8t.GenMn'«, 
1*  I^aa,  nd  tbewn  to  tbeii  oMblL 
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Crowlond,  when  it  anited  with  the  Welland,  snd  passed 
with  it  to  Spalding,  and  so  to  the  sea, 

The  Welland  has  its  rise  near  Sibertofl,  in  I4^orthT 
amptonshire,  and  coming  to  Maritet  Deeping,  passed 
to  Crowland,  where  it  divided  into  two  branches, — the 
one  leading  by  South  £au  to  Clow's  Cross,  and  so  by 
Guyhim  towards  Wiabeoh ;  the  othf r  to  a  aiore  slow 
coune  to  Spalding. 

The  conne  of  these  rirers  shews  that  at  Wubech 
was  anciently,  and  we  may  say  originally,  the  Grand 
Outfall  for  all  the  vast  aggregate  body  of  waters  brought 
down  from  the  rirers  Grant,  Onse,*  a  considerable  port 
of  the  Neae,  and  several  minor  streams,  as  was  also 
the  great  estuary  by  which  the  tides  flowed  into  and- 
up  the  several  above-mentioned  rivers ;  at  which  time 
the  haven  of  Lynn  was  but  six  poles  wide,  t  serving 
only  to  discharge  the  water  coming  down  the  little  Ouse 
or  Brandon  river,  and  the  small  men  of  Stoke,  Setch, 
and  Nar. 

Causes  hading  to  the  Decay  of  the  origimU  Outfall  at 
Witbeeh,  by  the  divertion  of  the  Ouh  Watert  through 
a  new  Cut  at  Littteport  Chayre,  and  the  neglect  of 
andeat  Sewers, 

Presuming  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  it 
became  more  settled,  followed  the  example  originally 

*  TIm  Oue  mtMMh  the  greU  coHectod  bodf  of  mter  It  hktk  bnmgU 
with  it,  out  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  CimbrUgeihin,  Hoatingdaiuhire,  Emsx, 
HMtfecd,  Badlbid,  Bnckinghin,  Oxtbrf,  ud  Nortlum|it(in*liiTe,  (tan  cona* 
tiM)  inloae  North  Soft,  ifter  haling  nwle  k  coono  of  160  milH.    B«de- 

t  In  fMBcr  ngw,  tba  chtnod  of  Leene  ham  (h  trf  good  naai^ 
Bppeintb)«rwnMnl)oveiixpo)o4wide.    IMMUe.p.l. 
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wt  by  the  RoDUUf  they  would  proceed  to  take  in  uoA 
embank  inereaBuig  quantities  of  land  towaida  the  coMt, 
wberoby  tbe  high  country  waters  would  be  kept  from 
the  aea,  whither  the  descoit  of  the  countiy  would  have 
carried  them,  had  there  been  no  such  obatructionfl. 
Notwitbatanding  tbeae  embankmrnts,  the  grand  outfkll 
by  Wisbech  would,  from  the  communication  between  the 
Nene  and  Ouae,  for  a  Itmg  time  continue  good;  bat 
wb«i  the  quantity  of  ebb  left  to  retaim  with  the  hwd 
watWB  diminiahed,  and  Ae  ootblla  began  to  decay, 
the  mote  remote  parts  of  the  level  would  bectsne  in-t 
undated.  The  drains  then  cotttrired  would  divide  the 
waters  into  different  courses,  and  thus  deprive  the  main 
riven  of  their  usual  supply,  which  in  cimBequeDce  would 
gradually  H'tpin'sh  in  depth,  tyntj  thus  impede  the  flow 
(tf  the  tides  up  their  channels.  The  waters  remaining 
np<Kt  the  land  would  not  only  deposit  the  suUage,  bat 
cover  the  sur&ce  mth  moor.  Tbrongh  these  impedi- 
mcnts,  the  upland  wateis  would  come  down  less  rapidly, 
and  the  tides  bong  natrained,  and  the  quantity  oS  ebb 
diminished,  tb^  would  neither  have  strength  enough 
to  maintain  one  certain  course  in  so  large  an  out&ll, 
nor  sufficient  force  to  scout  out  the  sands,  so  as  to 
preserre  a  sufficiently  deep  channel.  Causes  of  this 
nature  m^  have  led,  in  some  degree,  to  the  decay  of 
the  ancient  outfall  at  the  port  of  Wisbech.  But  the 
great  bane,  and  what  completed  the  destruction  of 
that  nobk  outfall,  was  the  diverting  so  lan^  a  portion 
of  the  waters  of  the  great  Ouse,  *  to  the  channel  of 


■  Ita  linr  OoM,  it*  oUUl  kj  WUbedi  docsjlos,  m  Bot  only  cat 
MiM^t.  bat  bj  k  MW  rirw  nM^e  (MB  litthpott  Chayre  to  Rebeck,  wm 
IrtUliBtoOaMFuT*  or  BnadoB  Watar,  aad  tkeaca  by  Sdtsr'a  Loda  to 
LyiB  haraB,  ita  Dinner  cewM  ta  littleport  bamg  t^  WeUrahee  or  Welb, 
MdMtothaNortliSatatWidwcli.    Dvf.p.STSt. 
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die  little  Ouse  or  Brandon  river,  by  making  a  nao  ent 
Jrom  Uttkport,  by  Rtbeck,  mid  PrieWt  Houtet,  into 
tke  little  Ouie,  and  w  t«mitig  itt  eotme  to  J«ffa  imteod 
of  Wubech. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  when  this  cnt  yraa  made, 
thongh  it  seems  to  have  been  done  at  a  rery  early 
period ;  *  but  the  straightneas  of  this  part,  bo  eontraiy 
to  the  usual  coarse  of  the  stream,  plainly  shews  it  to 
be  artificial,  -f  This  cut,  although  it  might  relieve  a 
certain  part  of  the  country,  was  unquestioaably  very 
ftital  to  the  port  c^  Wisbech,  which,  by  the  loss  of  so 
great  a  body  of  upland  water,  and  so  large  a  receptacle 
for  the  tides,  must  much  sooner  and  more  hastily  fall 
into  decay  and  ruin,  and  in  time  become  insufficient 
even  to  pass  off  the  waters  of  the  Nene  itself,  by  which 
means,  those  parts  of  the  level  boiderii^  upon  it  would 
become  inundated  and  drowned. 

That  the  ancient  out&ll  of  the  great  Ouse  was  \)j 
Wisbech  ;[  to  the  sea,  is  testified  by  the  sea  banks 
from  Outwell  to  Wisbech,  along  the  whole  tract.  A 
further  testimony  is,  that  when  the  Wisbech  channel 
decayed,  the  people  of  Marshland,  finding  themselvec 
overcharged  by  the  waters,  made  complaint  to  king 
Edward  the  first,  who  granted  a  commisHon  for  re- 
storing these  "  Waters  of  Upwell "  (for  so  the  Oum 
which   formerly  passed   that  way  was   called)   to   tho 


*  It  wu  probtblj  nu^e  in  (ht  tine  of  Edwanl  I ;— abwl  1174. 

t  A  recoid  Toncbed  bj  Hr.  Bsilum,  mrmjor  to  WQIUb,  £ari  of 
ArandBl,  ibewi  that  at  aoma  tine  then  WM  ha  rivBT  IwtWMa  LittlapoM 
Cbajn  and  Bebeck,  ot  Friwt'a  Hmims,    BrittbiB. 

}  Badodade,  p.  6> 
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QBtfoll  at  Wisbech,  "  by  their  due  and  ancimt  eonrae.* 
And  it  was  ordered,  that  there  should  be  three  dams 
made,  me  at  Fendyke,  about  Upwell  town's  end,  near 
Popham  Lode  sluice ;  another  at  Little  Lode  bridge,  in 
UpweH ;  and  tJie  third  at  Outwell  bridge,  to  stop  the 
waters  of  the  Nene  and  Welland  from  descending  into  the 
Oase,  and  force  them  to  the  on^ll  at  Wisbech  again;* 
and  whilst  the  great  Oose,  beftve  the  artificial  cut  at 
Littleport  Chayre,  bad  ib  perfect  out&U  by  Wisbech, 
the  channel  of  Lyim,  tboi^h  not  more  than  six  poles  a.d. 
wide,  was  stated,  on  presentment,  to  be  both  Buffici«it  for  1378. 
the  hann  and  vessels  thither  resorting,  by  the  inlet  of  the 
salt  water,  and  large  enough  to  pass  away  the  fresh.t 

Althongfa  many  attonpts  vtxe  made  to  recover  this 
ancient  out&ll,  and  dirers  presentments  for  such  pur- 
|>08e  took  place ;  nevatheless,  by  neglect  and  delay  in 
putting  such  ttrden  into  execution,  the  waters  could 
ftot  get  to  the  sea  by  Wisbech,  bat  still  continued  to 
•nnoy  the  lerel. 


*  In  ■*  inciait  H3.  dedicated  to  Aidrawi,  biibop  of  Ely,  in  161S,  an 
aetewBt  i«  t^tahjMx.Atkbulx^aH-neallioaai,  of  the  oiiglBal  (tata  «nd 
«MlitiM  «f  WWwdirim,  aBBo  IflM^^'  Thk  w»  m  land  tb»  m*. 
"  taA  Ibe  tiait  wu  whpn  Ihe  whcde  comae  of  the  Oon  had  ill  panage 
•■  bj  Wetnej  and  Well,  to  (be  North  aeaa  at  Wiibach,  and  from  thence 
"  when  DOW  Ae  waihei  be.  Id  regard  whereof,  writeia  aajr  king  John't 
**  people  pniihed  ia  Ae  waten  of  Welle."  And  Hume;  rad  book, 
ipwtiai  of  Wiibeth  caatle,  i^a,  "  Sopei  ttmum,  tUad  iMoaas,  qaod 
"Tfalhi|lii«M  ^peDatar,  titiim  iM piadictiun  caMium,  quod  aplniibsa 
"  paladiboi  at  ripnlia  et  fbnAvi  principiiim  habet,  et  per  longoa  meatni, 
**  in  Bare  augmnn  jnita  Wilbecb.  derinre  liquido  compiobatnT."  Thia 
vm  bad  HoQaod  and  a  pan  of  tbe  Ue  on  one  aide,  ii*^  M^Tfhlt"^,  in 
llecMk,  OB  the  other,  which  were  defaaded  from  it  bj  great  tea  baaka. 
JUAmt  tt  old  leaorted  ihipa  and  Taaaela  of  great  banUn,  but  the  MB 
ftnaUag  the  iala,  awde  the  wMe  paoase  bctWMn  WiAoch  ud  tfa« 
vaAaa  U^  Baiabea  aad  Mndi. 

1  i>tgu»,r,»i. 
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In  hief  times,  the  banks  (especially  from  WiBbech^ 
upwards)  b^an  to  be  built  upon,*  and  thus  the  water 
uoones  were  made  too  narrow.  Also  the  drainB,  fitc. 
within  the  feoe,  which  were  the  principal  conductors 
of  the  waters  into  the  mam  streams,  g^w  ^V  ^°^  want 
•f  dyking  and  scouring,  and  thus  became  decayed ; 
and  the  waters  themselves  were  farther  obstructed  by 
wears  and  other  impadituents,-i-  placed  not  only  in  the 
smaller  drains,  but  in  the  main  streams,  to  the  general 
mjury  of  the  whole  country. 

Jurtsrs  presented  not  only  these  severs!  obstmctionB, 
but  the  insufficiency  of  many  of  the  sewers;  and  tbs 
out&ll  of  the  Nene  was  decreed  to  be  dug  and  en- 
larged in  places  of  de&nlt  front  Guyhirn  to  the  sea. 

Still  no  works  were  [voceeded  in,  by  reason  that  it 
became  a  doubtful  question  whether  any  good  coukt 
be  s&cted  unless  fie  wiok  of  the  decayed  drains  were 
all  forthwith  thoroughly  cleansed ;  the  conntry,  tberer 
fore,  were  discouraged  from  attempting  a  work  of  so 
vast  expense  and  uncertainty  as  to  its  real  effect,  the 
waters  seeming  at  this  time  to  fall  naturally  iowarda 
Lynn, — aikl  thus  -the  great  (hue  became  at  length  .the 
receptacle  for  conveying  the  vraters  of  the  level  to  tiie 
sea  through  Lynn;  and  the  drains  and  sewers  which 
were  firet  fooned  and  cwitrived  to  convey  the  waters  into 
the  dumnel  of  liie  Ouae  thtowgh  Wisbeeh  having  now 
become  ne^ected,  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  -werein- 
duced  to  ^ve  them. a  new  course  to  Lynn,  by  leading  these 
watan  by  drains  into  the  little  Ouse  or  Brandon  river. 

*  AttLelimBaf  tliefes«nl4niii*ge,  wmnl  Ik»m  mrc  fcOB^t  t» 
k  [nBed 4«*ro,  in  onlw  loBMk«  tke  lirwmtWUfcw*  <ii*«r.  tttffnnbf 
receipt!  for  moae  j  pud  by  tlie  Eul  of  BeMtd,  'L«tdt}<»HM,  be.    iamm 

tar.  B*ded«de,  p.  ir.  t  lUd.  p.  rs,  74. 
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AAer  the  fijst  eaibankmcnto  took  pteoe,  proper  dnin* 
^nd  sewers  were  no  doubt  contzJTed  to  eftxry  off  the 
wat^v  from  the  lands  into  the  main  cb^imeli.  And  a> 
the  proper^  of  most  of  the  laadi  in  the  gmA  Jevel  wu 
in  after  times  vested  in  the  rdigimu  honaee,  Ihe  mien 
and  govemon  diweof  shewed  cxKwderable  anxiety  ia 
maintaining  and  impromg  tbor  respeotiTe  jxofeititm 
and  interests.  Sevoal  nsefUI  drains  and  sewers  appear 
to  have  been  formed  by  them,  and  gnat  improvemeat* 
made  in  pafticnlar  quarters,  but  all  without  any  nfermce 
to  the  gen«al  beo^t  of  the  level.  Powerful  indiTidnala, 
punuii^  private  gain,  executed  measnm  destraotive  to 
extensive  districts,  and  de«giiB  for  the  public  good  were 
obstructed  tbroi^^  the  sqMutate  interests  of  particular 
men  and  particular  bodies  (rf*  nwn,  and  whilst  disputes' 
reUting  to  these  rights  and  giants  occwred  between  the 
different  hodica  of  proprieten,  the  sewon  and  diaina  in 
the  mean  time  ctnitinned  to  be  ne^eoted ;  it,  therefore, 
became  necessHy  to  {novide  some  remedy  for  the  inoon- 
vcniencea  thereby  flustained;  and  with  the  view- piobably 
li  obtaiuD^  a  general  relief,  the  waters  of  the  great 
Ouse  w«n  tamed  into  the  channel  of  the  hMle  Ouse 
ai  befbfe-vienticmed.  Thus  the  dec^  in  the  outfit  at 
n^wbedi,  and  the  intmdation  of  the  levd,  appear  to 
have  been  owing,  not  to  any  T^^nhr  operation  (tf  mtore, 
but  to  voAs  of  men  thwarting  and  obstnicting  nature, 
which  in  a  regular  course  waa  etmtinually  advancing 
&e  good  (tf  the  level  and  the  improvemept  of  the  rivers 
and  ontftUs,-  and  as  Img  as  lach  rivers  and  outfalls 
wen  preserved  deep  and  good,  the  level  was  maintained 
in  a  ftuilfiil  coodition  for  a  succeasioa  of  ages.  Henea 
m  find  jLeland  *  and  other  andmt  writan  very  lavish 

»  pMipM^  Bpaal  Ite  fsAK  ar  Aati^Hilp ;  hi  Bnd  *lnM  IW. 
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in  their  pnases  of  this  (Mice  fniitAil  conotry.  Pera* 
doxicftl,  therefiwe,  as  it  mfty  fleesi,  still  it  appears  that 
the  overflowing  atnl  stagnation  of  waters  have  been 
occasioned  t^  improvident  and  partial  embanking,  and 
1^  not  putting  the  laws  <^  sewers  afterwards  in  erecu- 
tioQ ;  by  n^ect  whereof,  the  principal  drains  became 
sseleas  to  convey  the  downfall  waters  into  the  riven, 
and  thereto  those  rivers  themselves  were  by  degree* 
lost,*  In  confirmation  of  which  effects,  Dugdale  re» 
marks,  f  "  That  it  had  been  a  long  received  opinion^ 
"  that  the  total  draining  of  the  great  level  had,  tor  the 
"  most  part,  been  occasioned  by  nc^ect  of  putting  the 
"  taws  of  sewera  in  due  execution  in  latter  times." 
Mr.  Atkina  before-mentioned,  speaking  of  Wisbech, 
■ays,  "  This  pitiful  outfall  proceedeth  of  neglect  in  not 
"  scouring  and  dyking  the  river,  nor  preserving  and 
«  maintaining  the  petty  sewers  and  draina  which  an- 
*'  ci^itly  fed  the  same,  by  enft»cing  the  waters  thereof, 
"  and  keeping  th«n  in  their  proper  course,  whereby  tho 
"  sea,  findii^  but  little  resistance,  nor  strength  of  a  foN 
*.*  lowing  head  of  water  to  scour  the  channel  ccmtinually, 
"  silted  up  the  river  and  outfall,  so  that  though  of  ancient 
"  time  ships  of  great  burden  resorted  to  Wisbech,  yet 
"  fw  these  causes  the  out&ll  so  nlted  up,  that  as  long 
"  since  as  kii^  John's  time  %  the  channel  was  so  shallow 
"  that  people  could  pass  over  at  tow  water."  | 

The  Efect  of  the  New  Cut  at  lAttlepart  Chayre. 

Thia  new  cut  soon  causad  the  Wiibeeh  oudall  to 
decay,  and  Lynn  haven  to  be  worn  wider  by  the  actMO 
of  the  tides*  uid  tfaeftrce  of  the  freab  waters  desoending; 

t  I>ag.p.3r^ 
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that  way;  for  vhen  the  Ouse  had  this  new  passage  given 
it  to  the  aea,  the  river  Neoe  led  its  watere  also  the  sams 
way  from  Peterborough  by  Standgroimd  to  Beawick, 
and  thencfl  to  a  decayed  river  in  March,  called  Great 
Cross,  aad  to  Shrewsnest  Point,  in  Upwell,  and  there  the 
said  river  divided  itself,  into  two  branches,  one  whereof 
descended  by  Welney,  and  from  thence  into  this  new  cot, 
and  by  that  coarse  to  the  sea,  through  Lynn  haven. 
Thos  the  waters  of  the  Nene  were  also  forced  to  take, 
in  a  manner,  their  faU  6ow  and  whole  course,  contrary 
to  their  nsnal  avoidance  at  Wisbech,*  by  reason  of  the 
decay  of  the  tewen. 

The  Ouse  having  this  new  course  and  outfall  given  to 
h,  the  waters  appeared  to  go  off  the  level  much  better 
than  before,  but  still  that  channel  could  not  Teceive  all 
the  streamB  which  vranted  to  descend  by  it,  and,  there- 
fore, the  waters  of  the  Nene,  as  weU  as  of  the  Ouse, 
•tiU  overdowed  the  level  in  winter;  and  the  same  in 
times  of  flood,  because  all  the  ancient  sewers  were 
made  to  drain  into  Wisbech  river;  fitm  whence  arose  A.D. 
those  complaints  to  king  Edward  the  first,  to  restore  1292, 
the  waters  "  to  their  ancient  course ; "  and  although 
ordera  were  made  fw  cleansing  the  old  drains,  and  conr 
veying  the  waters  from  off  the  level  to  Wisbech,  still 
they  were  either  neglected,  or  foiled  of  any  beneficial 
result.  It  is  true  that  on  a  flat  shore,  like  that  of  this 
country,  the  deposit  of  silth  must  always  obstruct  the 
discha^  of  the  land  floods,  and  render  the  assistance 
«f  ait  necesaary,  when  such  means  are  judiciously  ap- 
jrfied ;  bat  the  foce  of  the  fen  country  in  general  afibrds 
legible  and  abundant  proofs  of  the  partiality  and  in- 
efficacy  of  former  works,  and  that  whilst  laws  were 


p.  18. 
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tnade  to  drain  one  diHtrict,  others  were  ultimately  in" 
jtned,  and  one  error  was  attempted  to  be  remedied  by 
committing  another. 

Several  conmiisaions  from  the  crown  were  at  various 
times  issued,  and  courts  of  sewers  holden  in  divem  parts 
of  the  isle  and  adjoining  coanties,  to  consider  of  proper 
methods  for  the  draining  of  the  country,  and  the  public 
atten^on  was  not  unirequently  called  to  the  neglected 
state  of  the  rirers  and  drains  leading  to  the  outfall,  as 
is  shewn  by  the  following 

Ancient  Proceedtngs  of  Commissioners  of  Sewers.* 

1253.  In  3Sth  Henry  III.  t  the  king,  on  occasion  of  a 
breach  of  the  sea  banks,  directed  hia  precept  to  the 
sh^ff  of  the  county,  requiring  him  to  distrain  all  those 
who  had  lands  within  the  precincts  of  the  old  banks 
about  Wi^Mch,  and  to  repair  such  banks  as  they  ought 
to  do  according  to  th^r  holdings. 

1314.  In  8Ht  Edward  H.  Oeoflry  de  Cotnle  t  snd  others 
were  appointed  to  view  the  banks  and  sewers  in  14'ewton, 
Wisbech,  8tc.  then  in  decay,  and  take  order  for  repair. 

1335.  In  lOth  Edward  III.  John  de  Colvile  and  others  were 
appointed  to  inquire  touching  the  decay  in  the  sea 


m  weni  htU  by  tbe  Mthoritjr  of  the  ooaamt 
Uw,  or  ancient  nugs  of  tbe  kingdmn.  Th«  firM  itatata  puwd  on  tho 
■abject  wu  6th  Hem;  VI,  14!7,  wliich  ulded  to  the  power  of  Com- 
nauioean,  and  gtre  th«u  lutlioiity  to  mike  officen,  and  to  tile  iccounl 
nf  A^wnllbu'ei,  kc. 

f  Dogd^,  p.I». 

t  See  fmilj  of  Colvile,  imd«i  Uie  title  of  "  Newton,"  1b  Dm  Kcowt 
of  the  Bdjokiog  puuliei. 
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Iw&fl  Bud  Bswen  in  tlie  parts  about  Wisbecb,  Tid 
Snot  Giles,  Elm,  Levenngton,  and  Newttn^  and  t« 
take  speedy  otder  for  their  repair. 

A.D. 

In  laOi  Edwud  lU.  a  •ession  of  Hewers  -wub  held  at  1338. 
Wnbech,  when  certain  commissioners  were  assigned  to 
▼iew  die  banks  and  sewov,  who  ordained  several  bank* 
to  be  repaired  and  sewers  scoured. 

In  Ae  47th  of  the  same  kill's  reign,  certain  justices  1373, 
ct  sewoa  sat  at  Blm,-  when  it  was  presented  that  a 
certain  bank  andently  made  for  safeguard  of  the  lands 
Itetwizt  the  river  of  Wisbech  and  the  river  of  Welle, 
beginning  at  the  footpath  opposite  to  the  gate  of 
Widiech  castle,  and  so  extending  itself  to  Goneldich, 
thciice  to  Charitie  cross,  and  so  to  the  river  of  Welle, 
WW  in  decay;  and  it  was  ordained  that  the  bank  should 
be  raised  three  feet  higher,  so  that  the  height  from  the 
level  ground  should  be  seven  feet,  and  thirty-two  feet 
m  thicknesB  at  bottfrni,  and  at  top  twelve  feet.  It  was 
Kkewue  wdered  that  each  man  having  lands  or  tene- 
ments in  Ehne,  Wisbech,  and  Wdle,  should  take  his 
portkm  upon  the  sea  bank,  beginning  at  the  house  of 
Thomas  Mounpesson,  and  extending  to  the  flood-gates 
at  "Eim,  and  bo  to  Welle ;  for  default  wherein,  the  said 
Tbwiuis  Mounpesson  was  ailerwanls  attached.* 


*  D«gdi^  p.  StS.  It »  UMrtaincd  tlikt  the  hoaat  of  Tbomti  Hoau* 
pMHB  ■  tin  boaM  Kt  tbc  bottom  of  Timber  Mtitet,  Bow  the  property  of 
Mr*.  EUi^eth  Famsett, —in  which  hmue  Tliomu  T»wwett,  E«q. 
IStjfu  ia  the  Cambridgeihiic  militia,  wu  bom.  Tho  ucntioii  of  thi* 
MBB  cxcitaa  n  nj  breut  «ach  faclm^  of  i«|lTd,  that  I  tnut  I  ^>ll 
be  paidooed  for  p^iug  •  m*D  tnlnte  of  mpect  to  a  character  so 
imiiiiail  He  ii  uniTenaUj  respected  by  sD  wbo  know  him,  as  a  maa 
af  know,  integtii;,  and  beiien>Imc«  <tf  heart,  si  well  u  dictiiiB;QiilMd  fiff 
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In  4th  Richard  II.  at  a  mssion  <^  sewers  hdd-  at 

>.  Elm,  it  was  ordained,  that  for  the  better  st^egnard 
of  the  bank  of  Elm  and  Welle,  every  man  having  hia 
portion  thereon  should  plant  willows  opposite  thereto, 
to  break  off  the  force  of  the  itaien  in  flood  times,  and 
no  one  should  permit  their  swine  to  go  upon  the  banks, 
except  they  were  ringed,  upon  a  penalty  of  one  penny 
each  hog. 

In  16th  Henry  VI.  a  court  was  held  at  Wisbech 
by  Sir  John  Colvile,  Gilbert  Haltoft,  and  othen,  at 
which  variouB  presentments  were  made,  and  an  order 
issued  for  repairing  the  banks  and  cleansing  the  sewerS, 
and  it  was  directed,  that  the  tenants  of  ft^y  acres  of 
land  in  Beechcroft,  in  Wisbech,  should  maintain  a 
certain  bank  in  Wisbech,  called  Wisbech  Fen  Dyke, 
and  that  the  whole  hundred  of  Wisbech  should  cleanse 
the  sewer  of  South  Eau  Dyke,  which  lies  in  the  parish 
of  Wisbech,  to  Trokenholt,  in  Lererington ;  and  the 
abbott  of  Thomey  from  thence  to  Clow's  Croas,  and  the 
hundred  from  Clow's  Cross  to  Guyhim ;  and  the  town 
of  Elm  should  cleanse  the  river  leading  from  Elm  to 
Wisbech,  so  that  the  fresh  water  might  run  in  the 
channel  unto  Wisbech,  and  thence  to  sea.  The  tenants 
of  lands  called  Pary's,  in  March,  were  ordered  to 
cleanse   the   same,   so   that  the  water  might  hare  its 

nrbuiltjr  of  munen.  Tlioiigb  pouened  of  ui  uople  indepwiiletit  fbrtnne, 
1m  WW  deiiiow  at  rendering  hiutelf  uefbl  to  bit  ciniQti7,  md,  thoenpon, 
entared  into  tha  militia  of  hii  county,  in  wbicb  he  leTred  with  honor  floB 
the  commenceiiienl  of  the  reTotutiodarj  war  to  it*  tetndiuttian  in  1815,  and 
whaieof  he  became  and  ia  now  Major.  Fe*  men  are  more  uniable  io  their 
public  and  piirate  character.  He  now  anjc^  the  (i«iii«  mm  iigialate  at 
Townle;  Caitle,  Ramagate,  where  he  ia  equally  reapected.  If  anj  thing 
can  add  to  the  cbaractei  of  tJii*  amiable  mBDi  it  ia  the  modeatj  witk 
whicb  he  will  read  this  tribute  ObiaTiitue*. 
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B  to  die  gieat  river  of  Wisbech«t  They  a]ao  pre- 
noted,  Uiat  the  prioi  of  Ely  and  Sir  Thomas  Tuddenham 
rfteuld  repair  one  ciest,*  begioning  at  the  Fen  Dyke,  in 
Wisbeche>  and  leading  to  Bellymill  Bridge;  and  that 
d»  pancu  of  the  church  of  Wisbeebe  ought  and 
had  used  to  repair  a  sewer,  beginning  at  the  house 
of  Reginald  Refers,  in  Wisbeebe,  and  leading  iuto  the 
town.  Also,  John  Everaid,  Esq.  was  presented  for  having 
■traitened  the  conasioa  river  of  Wisbeebe  with  nets  and 
other  csigiaes.  The  landholders  in  tke  Old  Market  of 
WittttAe  were  ordered  to  make  a  new  sea  bank  from 
Benviae  Cross  to  the  great  bridge  of  Wisbeche,  on  the 
west  part  of  the  river.  The  landholders  of  th«  town  end 
of  Wisbeche,  on  the  north  aide  of  the  rirer  Use,  were 
crdered  to  repair  a  bank  from  the  great  bridge  in  Wiebeche 
unto  Sozeldyke ;  and  the  landholders  in  the  fen  end  of 
Wisbeebe,  from  Sozeldyke  to  Ouybim,  and  from  thence 
to  Piggs  Drove  Cross ;  and  they  said  that  the  landholden 
of  Guyhini  Crms,  in  Wisbeche,  shoutd  repair  a  crest  of 
bank,  in  heoght  four,  and  in  breadth  eight  feet,  from 
the  Crou  to  Sozeldyke ;  and  for  the  better  saf^^uard 
of  tlie  town  of  Wisbeebe,  they  ordained  that  the  bank 
called  Wisbeebe  Fen  Dyke  should  be  barred,  to  preveiU 
cattle  passing  thereon,  and  all  dams  and  engines  In  the 
nKr,  wbei^y  the  water  was  stopped,  should  be  removed, 
from  Guybim  to  the  sea ;  and  a  guardian  was  appointed 
to  oversee  and  to  open  and  shut  the  four  goteg  of 
Wisbeebe,  Leverington,  Newton,  and  Tyd  Saint  GileSf 
and  all  the  sewers  in  every  hamlet  were  directed  to  be 
well  scoured.  The  great  river  of  Wisbeebe  was  also 
etdered  to  be  scoured  and  enlarged  in  all  places  where 
defective,  fam  Guyhim  to  the  sea,  by  the  landholders 
■itJiiu  the  hundred  of  Wisbeche.     It  was  also  ordained, 

*  A  nn|«  of  bink.    Dug.  p.  SIS. 
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tint  tbe  wato-  of  Old  Field,  in  j^m,  onght  to  fiave-ite 
eoune  and  iflsae  by  a  pipe  lying  noder  the  river  of  Elm, 
and  thence  to  mn  iato  Wisbecbe  mcF  at  BevyM ;  bat 
as  the  rive^  had  for  many  yeert  paat  been  ao  filled  ap 
with  ailth  and  Band  brought  in  by  the  sea  tides,  that  it 
could  have  no  pasB^^-  there,  the  water  wea  dflrected 
l.D.  to  be  sent  by  another  pipe  nnto  the  flood-gate  in 
1469.  Lererington,  called  Dieugard.  About  thirty  yearsafter, 
a  commission  was  appointed,  conaiating  of  the-  biabbp 
of  Ely,  George,  dnke  of  Clarence,  with  several  of  the 
nobility,  and  Henry  Spilman,  and  others,  to  view  the 
banks  and  sewers,  and  the  water  pasung  from  the  biidge 
at  Erith,  by  Benwick,  Great  Cross,  and  Wysbedie,  to 
the  sea,  and  to  make  ordinances  fcr  the  repair  of  the 
ImiikB,  &c. 

1480.  At  this  time.  Bishop  Morton  cot  that  direct  channel 
from  Standground  to  Guyhinij  —  a  work  declared  by 
Jlugdale  as  of  singular  consequence,  not  only  for  tha 
quicker  evacaation  of  the  overflowings  of  the  I^eaa, 
but  for  conveniency  of  carriage  from  Feterboroagb  to- 
Wisbech,  affinding  a  lasting  memorial  to  Ibat  worthy 
Bishop.* 

I£47.  '  tn  2d  Edward  TI.  a  session  of  sewers  was  held 
at  Upwell,  by  Oeofi^  Colvile,  Edmund  Beeapri,  and 
Richard  Everard,  Esquires,  and  others,  when  it  wa*  pre^ 
aented,  that  by  the  great  abundance  c^fresh  waters  yearly 
descending  from  the  eonnties  of  \orfolk,  Suffolk,  Cam^ 
bridge,  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Northampton,  Kotland, 
and  Lincoln,  by  and  through  two  great  rivers,— one 
called  the  Ouse,  descending  unto  tite  north  seas  «t  fSng'fc- 
Lynne,  and  the  other  called  the  Great  Ee,  eZteo^g 
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ham  Peterl^oiiottgli,  by  Romaby,  to  Maidi,  and  theneer 
to  a  place  in  Ilpwell,  ealled  Shrenviest  Point,  and  so  to 
Lynne: — there  Were  yearly  drowned  within  Upwell  and 
Oatwell  8,000  ams  tf  ground,  besides  dsmage  'to  the 
hoosm  of  the  inhalutants,  to  tfae  nnanber  of  tfarect 
faimdred  hoosehokls,  specially  by  tie  said  waters  de^ 
scetiding  by  the  said  great  £f  to  Lynne ;  the  water  of 
wluch  said  great  Ee  u«ed  to  be  conveyed  unto  the  Qotth 
sea  at  Widiecbe,  by  the  decayed  river  in  March,  called 
Great  Cross,  Creak  Lode,  and  the  new  leam }  the  decay 
of  which  eewen,  with  tite  rivers  and  draiiM  axtending 
onto  Wisbeche,  they  considered  U  be  tbe  chief  reamn 
<^  the  drowning,  as  well  of  the  pastnres  of  Upwell 
and  Oatwell,  as  of  the  whole  country  of  Manhlandy 
and  would  utterly  drown  tfae  said  parishes,  unless  tbe 
same  decayed  sewers  were  scoured,  and  tfae  waters 
conveyed  to  sea  by  Wisbeche,  in  manner  aforetime  used. 
And  they  said,  ano^er  great  occasion  of  drowning  the 
manh  ground  was  by  reason  of  tiie  decay  of  en  old 
sewer  in  Upwell,  called  Maid  Lode,*  which  sewer  had 
beat  most  specially  decayed  on  acconnt  of  not  keepng 
a  good  slaice  of  stone^work  at  timber,  with  sufficient 
falling  and  hanging  doors  to  stop  out  the  flood  silty 
waters;  and  also  by  reason  that  tbe  same  sewer  did  not 
hU  lower  towards  the  north  seasy  viz.  at  and  against  a 
fdaee  in  Denver,  called  J)eflveT  Hythe,  at  which  place 
tbey  thought  it  most  meet  fbr  to  set  up  and  build  the 
end  slmee ;  and  that,  for  the  preservation  of  the  said 
slnice,  there  ought  to  be  a  subetantial  douse  of  Mooe- 
work  and  timber,  with  two  sufficient  draw  doors  to  the 


•  AcnteiniircriaOntwlU,  ciIM IIm  Utd>  hoi»,  tiMld  todMd* 
llH>M»itiMa(NoriUkai>iCM»brid«>.    DatdHc.p.SSr. 
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same,  to  be  set  within  half  a  (urbng  of  the  aaid  eimce, 
-to  stop  the  firesh  waters  in  the  time  of  extreme  draught.* 

A.D.  la  13th  Elisabeth,  another  sesuoD  of  aewera  was  held, 
1671.  when  it  was  presented,  that  the  mk  bank,  beginning  at 
Tyd  Goto,  leading  to  the  Horse-ehoe,  was  in  great  decay, 
and  riwuld  be  made  twenty  feet  high  above  the  aalt 
marBh,  and  wc  broad,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tyd,  Newtoa, 
and  Leveringt<Hi ;  and  from  the  Horse-shoe  to  Crabbe 
Marsh  Gate,  should  foe  made  of  the  same  breadth  and 
height,  by  all  the  lands  in  Eastfield,  and  thence  to  the 
sluice  of  Wiabeche;  which  bank  irom  Crabbe  Harah 
date  was  decayed  in  bishop  Qooderick'e  time,  and  part 
.thereof  carried,  by  the  content  of  tie  laid  iuAt^i,  Jbr 
the  pavement  of  the  taarktt-place  ia  Witbecke,  and  part 
by  Mr.  Wjiliam  Bhmfield,  for  making  of  a  vnnA-mill 
there.f  The  like  reparation  was  ordered  to  be  made  at 
the  bank  called  Whjrmey  Dyke,  b^inning  at  the  sea 
bank  end  at  the  Horse-shoe,  in  Leverington,  unto  Core 
Comer,  in  Wisbedie ;  and  fnnn  Core  Comer  to  the  old 
market  and  to  Beris  Hall,  twelve  feet  in  height  and  six- 
teen in  btaadth,  by  all  the  landholders  on  the  north  of 
Wisbech*.  It  was  also  [oesented,  that  the  landholders 
in  Whitemathes,  from  Barton  Cross,  alias  Barton  Lane, 
ought  to  make  a  drove,:];  called  Qiggs  SioTe,  four  feet  in 
height  and  eight  in  breadth ;  and  that  the  great  river 
of  Wisbeche  being  greatly  decayed,  raised,  and  silted  up, 
hjT  reason  of  the  flowing  and  ebbing  of  the  aalt  water,. 
it  was  ordered  tbat  a  sluice  should  be  made  in  the  said 
river,  at  the  Horse-shoe,  in  Leyerington ;  and  as  it  was 
for  the  preservation,  bo  it  should  be  at  the  chaige  o£ 


*  Daj.  p.  339,  t  Ibid.  |h  338. 

t  Buiei  c*aww*ji  wete  fttnntriy  aOad  dmrM. 
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dl  tit«  bnndred  of  Wubeche ;  and  the  river  aboald  be- 
made  in  brettdth  sixty^  feet  and  in  depth  ten  feet,  Jrom- 
Gnyfaim  to  the  sea ;  and  that  there  should  be  two 
Bnr  Tvrtn  cast  cm  each  side  of  the  said  great  riva*  of 
Wisbeche ;  the  one  to  begin  at  Crnyhim  Cross,  and  ex- 
tend to  Kentoun's  Comer ;  tbe  other  at  Tower  faoose, 
and  to  extend  unto  Keky's  mill :  which  rirera  were  to  be 
fifteen  fleet  wide  a-piece,  and  six  deep ;  and  a  dam  was 
to  be  made  on  the  lode  at  Hobb'a  bouse,  so  tkat  by  the 
stopping  thereof  in  dry  years,  the  water  might  the 
better  descend  into  the  great  rirer. 

At  a  sewicm  of  aewmi,  23d  Elizabeth,  before  J(An  a.d. 
Peyttm,*  Thomas  Hewar,  Esqnires,  and  others,  it  was  1581. 
decreed,  that  Wisbeche,  firom  Stone  Cross  (otherwise 
called  Spittal  Cross)  to  the  slaice,  should  make  and 
I— intniw  the  sea  bank,  and  that  the  township  of  Elm 
ahoold  dig  and  sconr  the  flood-gates  in  Elm  to  Spittal 
Ctdh.  And  that  whereas  the  great  river  of  Wisbeche 
was  ordered  to  be  di^ed,  for  the  better  grinding  of  the 
chaanel  low  to  sea,  so  ought  also  Elm  Ee.  Aud  they 
ordered  that  the  latter  should  be  scoured  from  Wisbeche 
doice  to  Spittal  Cross,  (being  the  division  between  Elm- 
and  Wisbech)  by  the  township  of  Wisbeche ;  and  from 
Spittal  Cross  to  the  flood-gates  of  Elm,  by  the  township 
of  BIbn;  and  from  the  town  bridge  of  Elm  to  Friday- 
brigge,  by  the  ({aeen's  majesty,  for  her  lands  belonging 
to  the  diMolved  miKiastety  o(  Crowland,  to  be  four  feet 
deeper,  and  to  hold  twenty  feet  in  breadth. 

At  a  sesaion  of  sewers  held  at  Wisbech,    Sir  John  1689. 
Peyton,  John  Colvile,  John  Repps,  Thonus  Hewar, 


*  Tor  the  hfatofj  of  tUi  wmnt  and  booennUa  fcmilf,  we  title 
*■  EMBBtk,"  laaapt  tke  adjaJBteg  tilli|M. 
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Chailes  Balafli,  uu}  others,  g«T«  their  approbation  to 
certaia  new  sewers  in  Elm  and  Welle,  which  were  found 
to  be  most  beneficial,  and  thereupon  order  was  made 
fbr  continuance  thereof. 

A.D.  A  MBBion  of  sewen  was  held  by  Edmund  Bell, 
1596.  Thomas  Hewar,  Alexander  Balam,  Esquires,  and  others, 
concerning  the  course  of  Welney  and  Welle  streams, 
and  other  sewers,  when  it  was  ordained  that  those 
streams,  from  Littleport  Chayre  to  Well  Ee,  and  so 
towards  Elm,  (as  the  same  bad  been  accustomed)  and 
also  March  stream  unto  Shrewsnest,  as  well  as  the 
vatets  of  South  Ee,  anciently  called  the  Old  Ee,  from 
Clow's  C^xwB  intp  Gujdiim,  should  be  all  forthwith 
cleansed  and  scoured. 

1608.  Also,  6th  James  I.  at  a  sessioB  of  sewers  then  he)d, 
a  strong  and  snfficient  sluice  of  stone  and  brick  was 
ordered  to  be  set  up  at  the  Horse-shoe  *  below  Wisbech, 
This  sluice  did  not  stand  seven  days,  but  waa  blown  up 
by  the  tide».t  Nevertheless,  it  was  agreed,  that  aft«r 
the  river  was  again  cleansed  to  a  suEBcietit  depth,  tber? 
should  be  a  new  sluice  erected,  if  need  required. 

1616.  At  a  further  session  of  sewers,  held  )6tb  James  I, 
before  Francis,  lord  Ruseei,  and  others,  the  following 
decree  was  made:  That  the  great  river  of  Wisbech, 
from  the  sea  to  Wisbech  bridge,  thenoe  to  the  Meutih, 
and  so  to  Ouyhira  Cross,  should  be  cleansed  to  dm 
ancient  breadth  and  old  bottom,  and  ^at  Morton's  Lean 
should  be  Bcout^ed  from  Guybim  Cross  upwards. 


•  Dugdile,  p.  399. 

t  Ibid.  p.  400.    The  ancting  ttni  ihucs  u 

ccMim  ta  tb»  dec*;  of  Wiihodi  siw. 
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Also^  abont  tventy  yeara  after,  •mhea  this  order  (or  a.d. 
deepenii^  Wisbech  river  was  carried  into  effect,  the  1636. 
workmen,  as  before  obaerred,  at  eight  feet  below  the 
Ihm  bottom,  came  to  anotiier  bottom,  which  was  stony, 
sod  found  in  it  boats  which  had  been  overwhebued  with 
nlth  for  many  ages.  Various  other  presentments  have 
been  made  at  divers  periods,  but  these  are  introduced  to 
Aew  the  increasing  progressive  interest  of  the  public, 
and  of  the  inhabitants,  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
covntiy  and  the  out&U  of  its  waters.* 

lie  Alteration  «a  tie  Ctmru  vf  the  New,  ty  BUkof 
Mortomtt  new  Learn,  taid  the  lubieqtteat  Cut  row 
eaOed  Smilh't  Learn,  ieadiMg  the  WfOen  by  (h^him 
tknugh  Wubeeh. 

When  the  ancient  out&U  of  the  Nene  by  Spalding 
and  Wiabecb  became  defective,  the  waters  of  that  river 
wae  found  to  aimoy  the  body  of  the  isle  of  Ely  by 
beii^  forced  to  take  their  passage,  stone  by  Standground, 
and  acme  by  Horsey  Bridge,  into  Whittlesey  Mere,  thence 
into  BAinaey  Mere,  and  so  round  aboat ;  part  thereof 
fidlii^  at  Great  Cross,  by  a  drain  called  Plant  Water,  to 
On^uin,  and  proceeding  thence  to  Wisbw^ ;  whilst 
odier  part  took  a  course  below  March,  to  Elm  Learn, 
where  it  again  divided ;  one  branch  taking  the  course 
to  Wisbech,  and  the  other  by  Shrewsoest  Point  and 


*  MMqrotfcamcieDtgtdenndpnMBtauBta,  made  b;  comiuHunan 
«f  WiMn,  in  cdlttad  m»  bodi  »taiif^im>xA  nd  kapt  ^  tlwC^nbl 
BarftMM  ti  Wiibech,  imingit  thair  other  wriiing*  Md  racorda.  Thew 
inemtnU  IfpMt  giaaiilly  to  nlate  to  Um  Mmoiiiig  <A  obctmctioiis 
mi  MflymfiB  in  the  giMt  rircr,  tlio  import  tad  »p«rUion  of  tin  bank*, 
Ih*  ■BOQBBi  a«t  of  Qb  itret.  tlie  BiUng  at  •  bank  roond  WiUcna*  ud 
CoUbaa^  nd  slw  tba  Moad^f  «t  of  WuhMk  wHrtb  wU  dniiu 
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Outvell,  through  Well  creek,  to  Salter's  Lode,  into  the 
Gum,— Btill  overflowing  the  isle  in  th«r  way."  Therefore, 
Morton,  then  Bishop  of  Ely,*  in  order  to  prevent  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  waters  of  the  Nene  from  passing 
into  the  isle  of  Ely  by  Standground ;  and  for  the  more 
speedy  conveyance  thereof  from  out  of  the  said  isle,  as 
well  as  more  effectutJiy  to  recover  the  outfall  at  Wisbech ; 
made  a  straight  cut,  or  new  river,  forty  feet  wide  and 
about  twelve  miles  long,  beginning  at  the  high  grounds 
within  a  short  distance  of  Peterborough,  and  continuing 
the  same  in  a  direct  line  from  thence  to  Gnyhim.  The 
relief  afforded  by  this  work  was  ineffectual,  on  account 
of  its  being  cut  shallow,  and  affwding  but  little  earth 
for  banks ;  and  after  some  time,  several  gravels  being 
laid  into  it  fw  the  convenience  of  carting  and  riding 
across,  and  other  impediments  obatmcting  the  free 
course  of  the  water,  the  levels  still  continued  to  saffer 
muoh  injury,  and  the  watercourse  thus  effected  was 
subsequently  abandoned,  f  ae  will  be  shewn  in  the 
History  of  the  North  Level. 

*  BiikDp  Morton  wu  *  mu  of  gtttt  tliiUtlM,  firmly  ittachel  to  tbfe 
inUreUs  of  Edirud  IV.  Bud  Degocuted  tbe  nnriage  betwMn  Ktany,  aari 
of  Bichmond.  •ttamrdi  Heuy  VII.  rad  Etuibath,  eUMt  imafjbtat  of 
Edward  IV.  aed  tho*  proridad  fin  tlie  ftitnie  tranqnjllitj  of  tha  kJBgdom,  b)r 
BtakiDg  a  coalition  cf  the  diiided  hoiuea.  In  IMT.  ha  waa  nude  Lord 
High  Cbancelliir  of  Engbod, 

t  Sae  p.  tl,  where  the  ancjant  coone  of  tbo  N«nc  la  *lat«d  to  hn* 
taken  ■  direction  horn  Great  Cam,  b;  Gnjhini,  to  Wiabecb.  Aboot  tli« 
place  where  the  cut  mat  the  rircT  at  Gojbini,  Bishop  Mortos  built  a  tower 
of  brick,  that  he  might  aee  his  workmen  afar  off  in  the  level,  and  giro  such 
dincHona  as  were  ^quisite.  Hits  ont  or  drain  was  known  by  the  name  of 
the  New  Leam.    Badeshide,  p.  113,  114. 

Biibop  Morton  in  said  alao  to  have  contiiined  die  sane  cut  direagb 
Wiabech,  tar  the  more  speed;  deliTciy  of  the  waters,  and  attempted  to 
cnt  through  the  se*  dyke,  Wyaebecbe,  at  Bevy's  CroH,  and  again  at  Eaat- 
fleU  end,  nigh  the  IIoise.tboe,  in  LeTtringtoa,  which  banks  were,  in  lew 
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Appika^onfor  a  General  Drainage  of  the  Level. 

The  pTececUng  remariu  will  shew  that  attempts  at 
imptOTing  and  draining  the  great  level  were  made  as 
early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  (1292.)  In  1438, 
Gilbert  Haltoft,*  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer, 
having  procured  a  ctnnmisBion  for  draining  the  country, 
{ooceeded  in  malung  laws  for  all  the  dams,  &c  in  the 
liTer  of  Wisbech,  to  be  taken  up  from  Guyhim  to  the 
aea ;  and  other  plans  for  improvement  were  from  time 
to  time  tried  with  varied  success.  Divers  representations 
too  had  been  made  to  govonment  for  the  purpose  of 
granting  commissions  for  cleaning  the  outfalls  to  lead 
the  waters  to  sea ;  but  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  (as  ob- 
•erred  by  Mr.  Gongb)  may  be  properly  fixed  on  as  the 
period  "  when  the  great  level  began  to  become  a  public 
care ; "  for  in  the  43d  year  of  her  majesty's  r«gn,  an 
act  of  pariiament  was  passed,  intituled,  "An  Act  for 
"lecovering  many  hundred  thousand  Acres  of  Marshes 
"  and  other  Qronnds,  subject  commonly  to  surroandiiig, 
"  within  the  Isle  of  Hy,  and  the  Counties  of  Cambridge, 
"  Hnntii^dMi,  Northampton,  fco."     No    proceedings. 


titim^axtjjttw  bafcn,  ndained  hj  eawiniwicBWi to  be  n*bit*iaed,  !.•• 
ftoM  the  fint  dope  of  the  bank  fifty  liwt ;— end  »  nude  &  new  oDtftll^fhn 
Wkbeck  to  tte Dm Oowta,  nd  tbeace  to  tlM lea.    Doc.  p.373. 

n*  ttnr  of  Wkbaeha,  ■  lit&  ebm  ^  greet  bridge,  wilUn  the 
I  oooked,  WM  cut  itni^t,  and  lo  to  thU  day 
JUd. 

TW  wnriu  done  bj  Biihop  Hoctm  an  eald  hr  ■  tfane  to  hm  eaoaed 
Iwnneiwiiite,  and  that  the  cvnent  and  M  of  the  mter  >t  Witbech  waa 
•epaat,  AetnoBaawooU  adreaton  raider  the  bridge  with  a  boat  bat  by 

«  BaranHahelthidaBUBarMdimvertyttOBtwell,  ladwtimaaf 
BmtTL 
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however,  appear  to  have  been  entered  upon  in  parauance 
of  this  act,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  scheme  was 
fiustrated  by  the  death  ef  the  queen,  which  happened 
within  two  yeaiB  afterwards.  Sir  John  Popham,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  England,  next  followed ;  he  procured 
an  act  of  parltament  for  making  new  drains  and  a  new 
river,*  which  was  b^^n  in  1605,  but  Sir  John  dying,  it 
iras  topped  up  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
banks.  Four  years  afterwards,  it  was  renewed  and  cut 
two  feet  deeper,  for  the  benefit  of  most  part  of  the  isle 
of  Ely,  and  specially  for  the  hundred  of  Wisbech  ;  but 
this  new  river  being  also  stopped,  the  country  lay  in  its 
former  state,  and  on  the  death  of  Sir  John,  this  whole 
project  was  abandoned. 

Notwithstanding  these  disappointments,  the  drainage 
of  a  certain  part  of  the  level  on  the  south  side  of 
Wisbech,  called  Waldersey,  was  attempted  by  Fraocil 
Tindall,  EfK}-  and  others,  and  carried  into  effect  by  as 
act  of  parliament  obtained  4th  James  I.  c.  13,  intituled* 
"  An  Act  for  draining  of  certain  Pens  and  low  Oroundi 
"  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  subject  to  hurt  by  aiuiounding, 
"  containing  about  6,000  Acres,  oompassed  about  with 
"  certain  Banks,  called  and  named  the  Ring  of  Wal^ 
"  dersey  and  Coldham."  Thus  the  small  district  of 
'Waldersey  may  be  said  to  have  taken  the  lead  in  the 
great  work  of  drainage,  under  parliamentary  avthori^. 
Iht  pfOTiNona  of  that  act  a<e  dw  iNuia  apos  which  all 
public  proceedinga  of  the  proprietors  era  grounded  t« 
this  day,  and  th$  dnunage  of  that  portion   is   still 


*  Bidedide,  p.  94,  U.  From  Hatch  rimr,  toUl  mtsWall  tpMk, 
md  froM  Orace  to  Sritet't-Mt,  On  Bnw  wm  to  bm  tew  qiflity  fe«t 
wide  ud  eight  feet  deep. 
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pvserved  distinct,  and  oncoimected  with  the  Ather  pmrts 
of  the  IeT«i.*  The  admitaras  receired  as  a  recompence 
tiro-thirdB  of  the  whole  of  the  lands  drowned. 

lite  pcnoos,  who  next  attempted  to  proceed  with  the 
impoitaiit  undertaking  of  the  drainage  of  the  level,  were 
the  earl  of  Arundel,  Sir  William  Ayloffe,  Baronet,  and 
Anthony  Thomas,  Esq.-f-  but  their  proposals  not  being 
agreeable  to  those  who  acted  as  cfanmiBwmers  <m  behalf 
of  th«  proprietors,  king  James  tlie  first  himself  resolved 
to  become  adventurer,  and  declared  by  his  lettns  patent 
that  be  bimself  wonid  undertake  it,  on  oonditjon  of 
receiTing  120,000  acres  as  a  remuneration.^  The  kii^'a 
political  embuTassments,  however,  prevented  any  steps 
being  taken  for  carrying  this  measure  into  actual  exe- 
cation. 

In  the  6th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  Sir  Ccnmelios 
Vermnyden,  bmn  and  educated  in  HoOand,  contracted 
for  tiie  draining  of  the  level,  and  was  to  have  fiiw  his 
feconpenoe  95,000  acres.  The  country,  however,  con- 
ndcring  Sir  Comelins  as  a  foreigner,  shewed  great 
aversion  to  him,  and  thwarted  his  plans  v^  much; 
and  at  length  suit  was  made  to  Francis,  eari  of  Bedfwd, 
H  noU^nan  <^  tugh  birth  and  rank,  and  endowed  with 
gnat  and  amiable  qualities,  nM  well  as  active  in  all 
niatten  that  tended  to  the  public  good,  who  was  ear- 

•  Di^tUa,  p.  Mr. 

t  Itii,  p.4U.  In  U«  HutMyof  r— i~-w»wmf  i, ,  map  iT|iniiiMliift 
Aa  pamt  Intl  m  itUydrDwiia&.-BaaBiDg  w  it  l^dnnraad  befa*  tb» 
gmmi  aBdeitaLinj; ;  "  wbgnot,"  bt  otwemf,  "  m  but  in  out  tiau» 
"^mmtjm-wUntmm,"    f.va. 
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Betrfly  Bcdicited  to  undertake  the  work  of  drainage,  to- 
wfaich  the  said  earl,  actuated  i^  principles  of  public 
spirit,  gave  his  consent,  and  associated  other  adrentuierB 
with  himself.  The  contract  made  with  the  countiy  was, 
that  the  earl  and  his  co-adrenturers  were  to  recare  from 
the  proprietoifl  a  third  part  of  the  whole,  or  95^000  acres, 
to  be  set  out  in  sererel  parts  (^  the  level,  together  with 
the  ways,  passages,  forelands,  new  riven,  cots,  drains, 
and  fishings  of  the  same,  to  be  made  by  them,  and 
which  were  vested  in  the  said  earl  and  his  participants. 
£5,000  acres  were  adjudged  to  the  earl  and  the  other 
adventurers,  sut^ect  to  no  incombrance ;  and  the  residue, 
about  40,000  acres,  were  to  remun  as  a  fund,  from  the 
anaual  profits  of  which  the  wodu  o[  draiitage  were  to  be 
maintained  and  continued.  This  agreement  was  confirmed 
by  a  commission  of  sewers,  at  which  were  present.  Sir 
John  Bevill,  Knight,  of  Chesterton,  Sir  John  Peyttm, 
A.D.    Sir  John  BeU,  and  others,  to  the  number  of  forty,  held 

1630.  at  Lyim  13th  January,  (6th  Charles  I.)  and  thence  called 
"  The  Lynn  Law ; "  and  by  an  indenture,  afterwaida 
signed  by  Francis,  earl  of  Bedford,  and  others,    on 

1631.  the  27th  February,  (7th  Charles  I.)*  the  tenoB  of  such 
i^reemeot  are  particularized. 

Undertaking  by  Hvnm,^  Earl  of  Bedford. 

1634.  In  die  lOth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Ghades  I. 
a  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted,  with  certain 
privileges  to  the  earl,  and  thirteen  other  paisons, 
adventurers  and  participants  with  him,  among  whom 
were   Oliver,  earl   rf   Bolingbroke,  lord  Gorges,  Sir 

•  SMCMe'iBed£ndLeTelL«wi. 
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Sobert  Berill,  be.  They  cut  83,000  aeiea  of  tbe  hmd 
bto  twenty  lots  or  shares,  contuning  4,000  acres  in  a 
lot,  fts  eqD&l  in  valae  &s  could  be  then  well  judged,  (the 
lemaiping  3,000  acres  lying  overplus);  and  proceeded 
thwein  to  the  expenditure  of  about  £  100,000.*  and  at 
a  BCMioa  of  sewers  held  on  the  12tli  October,  (I3th  a.d. 
Chaiies  I.)  the  commissiooers  decreed  the  level  to  be  1637. 
diained  acctHding  to  the  intent  of  "  the  Lynn  law." 
Bowertf,  at  a  commission  of  sewers  at  Huntingdon, 
held  oa  12th  April  following,  the  woi^  was  declared  1638. 
to  be  incmnpleteft  and  hia  majesty  Charles  I.  thereupon 
underto(^  the  better  draining  thereof,  but  was  to  have  as 
addition  of  57,000  acres,  on  the  levels'  being  made  good 
winter  gnmnd.  The  king  went  on  with  the  undertaking 
nntil  his  unhappy  wars  and  difficnlties  took  place,:( 
which,  preventing  any  further  progress  in  the  works, 
they  fell  into  decay,  and  so  cootinned  for  several  years, 
and  the  country  having  received  no  benefit  by  the 
diaining^  eatered  upon  the  96,000  acres  again,  and  no 


*  The  woA*  mad*  wen  tlie  oU  Bedtbrd  river,  Sam'i  cut  from  FeltweS 
tsOaw,  •  cat  (o  dnin  HlUmlull  rirer  inBDrntFen,  uidBevil'*Leunflroiii 
WhitUwey  Mae  to  Gnjbini ;  &ej  likawlae  made  •  great  doice  at  WaB 
cnek  Mtd,  to  keep  the  tidv*  ont  of  the  rirer.  I  Badeabda. 

t  It  wta  hia  majealj'i  talentiaa  alio  to  bavB  Inilt  a  town  in  tba  midrt 
oftba  level,  atManea.  and  to  have  caDed  it  Charlemont,  the  deiign  wheieof 
W  4tew  UBBelf ;  and  he  eaniedabank  on  the  aanth  aide  of  Moitoa'a  Leam, 
"■— *t  frow  PatetkoRingh  to  Wiabech,  to  be  nade,  and  began  •  Hke 
bank  OB  the  nanh  Me ;  he  alao  caoaed  a  new  river  to  be  out  between  the 
atone  alitice  at  the  Hoiae-ahoe  and  tbe  tea  below  Witbvch,  of  aixtjr  CMt  ia 
Ifeadtli,  and  abont  two  milea  and  a  half  in  lengtli,  with  baolu  on  both  aidea 
■henoi;  and  l^beed  a  ilnke  in  tbe  minhei  bekiw  Tid,  open  the  ontUl  of 
Etn  Dnia,  whkfa  aftwwatda  wia  awalWwad  np  hj  tbe  quick  nnda.  Dog. 
p.414.  On  the  adaof  the  cbaoael  bekiw  Onnthoipe,  tbe  coBpOer of  thia 
weak  avw,  in  IStt,  the  top  of  a  aloke,  which,  b;  ita  indined  aitnaliaB, 
«ea»Bd  to  have  been  nadennined,  and  noat  ptobably  i*  tbo  aUtce  hcM 
■ntkmed  to  have  been  placed  bf  king  Chailei  the  Acat. 
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more  worlu  were  done  until  after  the  deatb  of  Sk  iaagf 
and  also  <tf  the  eaid  FrsntUB,  earl  of  Bedford. 

A.D.  At  length,  in  the  year  1649,  WUliam,  earl  of  Bedfwd, 
1649.  his  heir  utd  succesior,  and  his  participants^  renewed 
the  aodoiaking  on  the  t^ms  of  the  Lynn  law,-  except 
that  instead  of  40,000  acres  allotted  as  a  fund  for  the 
continuance  of  the  woik  of  draining,  the  whcde  95,000 
acres  were  to  be  taxed  for  that  parpoefe ;  and  an  appli- 
cation being  made  to  the  assembly  at  Westminster,  then 
called  the  Parliament,  for  their  sanction,  sn  act,  since 
called  the  "  Pretended  Act  of  Parliament,"  was  passed 
in  the  year  1649,  to  prcanote  the  undertaking ;  upon 
which,  the  earl  proceeded  so  for  therein,  as  to  perfect 
the  same  at  the  further  charge  of  about  £  300,000.* 
though  to  the  roio  of  many  adventurers ;  and  having 
accomplished  the  whole  work  ivithin  the  compass  of  Ave 
years,  the  said  level  was,  by  a  decree  of  sewers  on  the 
,^653.  2Sth  of  March  in  the  year  1663,  adjudged  to  be  fuUy 
drained.  Whereupon  the  said  eail  and  his  participanti* 
had  possession  of  those  96,000  acres  awarded  to  them, 
and  from  the  time  that  the  land  in  the  said  great  level 
vae  adjudged  to  ths  adventurers,  the  said  95,000  acres, 
fiable  to  a  perpetual  tax  for  draining,  have  been  known 
by  the  name  of  Adventurers'  Laads,  and  the  ronaindcr, 
not  being  liable  to  be  taxed  for  general  woriu>  have  been 
called  Free  Lands. 


*  Tba  expenu  of  Uii>  work  WM  tnorman  fa  Qa  noUa  fauil;  of  tfc» 
B«dlg>d*,  for  in  ordei  to  nun  bmuo;  for  ctnTiag  it  od,  thej  lold  muj 
amon  U  Derouhire,  and  maaj  bomw  nA  )imiM  in  the  p«ii«kaf  Suat 
Mutin  m  diB  Fuld«,  roMrring  anly  oat  of  pttt  thaMof  buU  he-tu» 
mtti,  priot  to  the  tiow  of  Stint  Pul'*,  Covant  Guden,  btiog  iniilo  » 
[(uiih,  which  wu  than  put  of  Stint  HtitiB'i  k  the  FitUti  An  Juf  niry 
iKU,  Fmtt,  trrs,  p.  35. 
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Act  €ff  \5tk  Ciarie$  IJ.for  amaiUtUing  a  Corporation  f* 
iOtU  the  Drainage  of  the  Great  Level. 

By  tke  reBtontiea  of  king  Cbu4es  the  Becond  to  the 
Wnm,  the  acta  of  the  convention  parliamect  became 
invalid ;  but  for  the  better  encouraging  of  the  said  earl 
and  his  participants  in  so  great  a  wotk,  and  to  fonn  a 
•yatem  <^  lam  for  the  doe  govemmakt  thM«of,  an  act  a.d. 
was  obtained  in  the  16th  year  <tf  lung  Cbarle»  II.  1662. 
mtitled,  "  An  Act  (or  settling  the  Draining  of  tbe 
"  Great  Lerel  of  t^  Y&tg  caUed  bedfiwd  LereL" 

By  this  act,  under  which  the  Bedford  level  laws 
■re  noir  administwed,  tlie  boondariee  of  the  level  are 
declared,  and  a  corporation  is  constitated  for  governing 
the  level,  by  the  name  of  the  "  Oovemw,  Bailiffs,  and 
"  C(HDun<maIty  of  the  Cmnpany  of  ConBervators  (^  the 
"  Great  Level  of  the  Fens ; "  whioh  corpomtion  con- 
mts  of  one  governor,  six  bailifis,  twenty  conservators 
and  c(«nm<Huilty,  who  are  empowered  to  nee  a  common 
seal,  and  to  purchase  lands  not  exceeding  £200.  per 
annum,  and  goods  and  chattels,  and  to  dispose  thereof  ' 
in  the  name  and  to  the  use  cf  the  corpoiation;  and  t4 
aasemble  and  meet  together  when,  wh«e,  and  as  often 
as  they  please ,-  and  to  appoint  a  register,  receiver,  one 
or  more  Serjeants  at  mace,  and  other  offloers,  and  allow 
tkem  salaries,  and  remove  them  and  make  new  at  their 
pteasure:  and  83,000  acre8>  erw  and  abote  10,000 
acres  assigned  M  his  majesty,  and  3,000  acres  to  other 
grantees,  (making  tf^ether  the  said  95,000  acres)  are 
vested  in  the  said  corporation,  with  the  ways,  paasoges, 
new  rivers,  cuts,  drains,  bank&r  and  forelands  made  by 
Fianois  and  William,  earls  of  Bedfwd,  and  their  yaiti- 
opoBts,  in  trust  for  the  ewls  of  Bedford  and  theit 
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puticiponta,  according  to  audi  parts  and  proportionfl  M 
they  held  uid  enjoyed  at  the  time  of  passing  the  act, 
to  be  held  of  the  king  of  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich, 
by  fealty  only,  in  free  and  commtm  socage,  and  not 
otherwise ;  and  the  said  10,000  acrea  are  vested  in  his 
majesty  accordingly. 

The  goremor,  bailiffl,  and  conservatcws,  or  any  fivt 
or  more  of  them,  (whereof  the  said  goveniw  or  bailuBb* 
w  any  of  them,  to  be  two)  are  empowered  to  act  in 
all  cases  as  commissionera  of  sewers  within  the  said 
level,  or  of  the  works  made  without,  and  to  exercise 
such  laws  as  are  used  in  Ronmey  Marsh,  and  may  lay 
taxes  on  the  96,000  acres  only,  for  support,  mainte- 
nance, and  preservation  of  the  said  level,  and  levy  the 
same,  with  penalties  for  non-payment,  not  exceeding  the 
third  part  of  the  tax ;  and  do  all  other  things  in  order 
to  the  support,  maintenance,  and  preservation  of  the 
said  great  level,  and  woriu  made  and  to  be  made 
within  or  without  the  said  level,  for  carrying  the  waters 
of  the  level  to  its  outfall,  as  they  in  their  judgment 
think  beet.  And  no  other  commisuoners  of  sewers 
are  to  intermeddle  in  the  sud  level,  or  with  the  works 
thereunto  belcmging  out  of  the  said  level. 

All  conveyances  of  the  95,000  acres  are  to  be  enttfsd 
with  the  register,  and  no  leaae,  grant,  or  conveyanoe  o^ 
or  charge  oat  of  or  upon  the  said  95,000  acres,  or  any 
part  thereof,  except  leases  for  seven  yeaars  in  possession, 
shall  be  of  force,  bnt  from  the  time  they  shall  be  ear- 
lend  with  the  register. 

And  the  said  governor,  bailifis,  conservators,  and 
commonalty,  upon  Wednesday  in  Whitsuu  week  yearly. 
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at  ft  pa1)]ic  meeting  to  be  then  held  of  the  said  corfHy 
ntion,  by  the  greater  number  then  present,  (whereof  the 
nid  governor  or  one  of  the  bailiffs  is  to  be  one)  are  to 
elect  the  govemor,  buhffs,  and  coaaervators  respectively 
for  the  year  ensuing ;  provided  that  none  be  capable  to 
be  or  contirtne  governor  or  bailiff  that  hath  not  400 
acres  or  more  of  the  said  96,000  acres ;  nor  to  be  a  con- 
servator that  hafh  not  200  acres  or  more  of  the  said 
96,000  acres;  nor  any  of  the  commonalty  to  have  a 
Toiee  in  elections  that  ha^  not  100  acres  or  more  of 
Ae  said  95,000  acres.  And  the  said  governor,  baihfis, 
eooservators,  and  officers  are  (brfore  they  proceed  to 
act)  to  take  an  oath,  "  well  and  truly  to  execute  the 
"office."  And  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  conservators, 
and  commonalty  are  the  corporation  for  taking  the 
accounts  of  their  officers;  and  if  any  suit  be  commenced 
against  the  said  corporation  or  any  person,  for  any  matter 
or  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  the  last-mentioned  act'of 
king  Charles,  then  he  or  they  may  plead  the  genaal 
issue,  and  ^ve  the  special  matter  in  evidence  upon  any 
trial  to  be  had  touching  the  same. 

By  the  same  act  it  is  declared,  that  if  any  breaches 
happen  in  any  of  the  banks,  slnices.  Sic.  or  other  works 
of  drainage  in  or  out  of  the  said  level,  for  the  carrying 
of  the  waters  of  the  said  level  to  their  outfalls,  by 
reason  of  some  inevitable  accident,  that  the  same  are  to 
be  repaired  by  the  said  corporation  in  convenient  time, 
but  no  other  chai^  to  be  laid  on  the  sud  corporation ; 
oor  to  give  any  recompense  for  any  loss  or  dami^e,  which 
hath  or  shall  happen  by  reason  of  their  making  such 
necessary  and  sufficient  banks,  for  defending  the  said 
level  boax  being  overflowed,  and  for  leading  the  waters 
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of  the  lerel  into  their  chtinneU ;  and  it  is  declarect,  that 
the  drainage  and  future  maintenance  of  the  great  level 
ought  to  be  without  prejudice  to  navigation. 

Of  the  83,000  acres,  part  of  the  95,000  acres  which 
wa«  at  the  first  nndertakit^  cut  into  lots,  every  ad- 
renturer  then  had  his  share  in  that  division  of  good  and 
bad  land,  and  all  lands  were  taxed  alike  per  acre;  but 
afterwards,  being  divided  into  divers  hands,  as  people 
became  purchasers  of  good  or  bad,  the  bad  land  alone 
would  not  bear  the  burthen  ef  the  tax;  for  there  being 
much  difference  in  the  soi)  ef  the  said  lands,  and  some 
parts  much  more  subject  to  overflowing  than  others,  and 
not  capable  of  being  so  well  drained,  therefore,  by 
another  act,  (20th  Charles  II.)  the  96,00&  acres  were  for 
the  future  to  be  rated  by  way  of  a  gradual  acre  tax,  of 
eleven  sorte  or  degrees  of  land,  as  are  particularly  men- 
tioned in  the  lots,  except  the  12,000  acres,  which  are 
Fated  at  the  medium  of  such  tax.  And  the  serjeant  at 
mace  of  the  great  level,  by  precepts  under  the  seal  of 
the  corporation,  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  habtre /aciaa 
possessionem  at  common  law,  is  to  deliver  possession  to 
such  purchaser  as  shall  purchase  for  non-payment  of 
taxes  any  part  of  the  said  95,000  acres.  By  this  act 
k  is  directed  at  whet  time  the  taxes  shall  be  set,  which 
are  to  be  on  the  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  or 
one  of  them,  after  the  first  Sunday  in  April  in  every 
year,*  and  to  sell  lands  for  non-payment  <^  taxes  o» 

•  From  tbealtentkm  id  the  itile, b;  tlie  tct  34tli Geo.  11.  17SI,  tlM 
April  meetiDg  ii  to  be  boUen  eleTen  dijrs  Utei  i  —  thereftm,  take  the  finl 
•leTOD  da;*  out  of  April,  and  look  for  the  firtt  Sundijf  lAer  the  eleventh 
itj,  and  the  Wcduetday  after  that  Svnday  will  be  the  Gut  day  of  tba 
April  merting. 
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Uie  like  days,  or  some  or  one  of  them.  Severa)  other 
fiowera  and  authorities  are  granted  to  the  said  corpo* 
ration  by  the  aforesaid  acts,  as  by  reference  thereto 
will  appear. 

The  undertaken  for  the  general  drainage  of  the  fens 
thereupon  commenced  sereral  important  works,  and  in 
1651  began  the  new  Bedford  river,  and  then  proceeded 
to  erect  sluices  in  the  Ouse,  one  at  the  Hermitage,  and 
one  at  Denver;  which  latter  sluice,  being  built  in  1652, 
was  undermined  and  destroyed  in  1713,  and  again  set 
down  in  1749.* 

The  Divisioa  of  the  Great  Level  into  three  Districts. 

At  a  court  of  the  corporation  of  the  Bedford  level, 
held  on  10th  March,  1697,  it  was  declared  that  the 
great  level  should  be  divided  into  three  districts,  dis- 
tinguished by  the  severd  names  of 

MIDDLE    LEVEL 
SOUTH    LEVEL 
NORTH    LEVEL. 


*  In  cmurqiMilce  of  bnilding  DesTcr  iluicB,  St.  Jolm'i  Eaa  wh  cut  in 
1653,  kod  Tong'i  dnin  In  1667.  When  the  iilTeiltuTeri  cut  tba  bmilred- 
feft  lirsT,  and  fixed  the  doice  at  Hennitij^e,  they  aUo  erected  ooe  at 
Dcnnr  br  the  preterration  af  the  lODth  lerel ;  — tbs  Lynn  tDerchulp 
ccai]dained  of  the  bad  eSecti  of  this  iloice  oa  tbe  harhonr.  A  petitia* 
wu  preacnted  to  parliament  to  take  awaj  DenreT  dnice,  and  alter  tba 
qnMtiaii  had  been  long  agitated,  a  biU  ww  at  len^,  in  ttie  Sth  of  kiaf 
Winian,  brought  into  paiUanent,  wbere  it  wu  thorongUy  diKnned. 
Counael  were  heard  at  the  bar,  many  witneiMB  examined,  mncb  tia« 
•pnl  in  inqniiy,  aod  at  length  tbe  ialended  bill  Ibr  rtmoTing  Denrer  iluiM 
waa  rejected  by  a  great  majority. 
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Th6  north  level  is  declared  to  be  that  part  which  Hea 
on  the  north  side  of  Morton's  Leam,  and  the  south  side 
of  the  river  Wetland. 

The  middle  level,  that  part  which  lies  between 
Morton's  Learn  and  the  north  bank  of  the  old  Bedford 


And  the  eonth  level  is  from  the  south  bank  of  the 
old  Bedford  river,  to  Stoke,  Feltwell,  Mildeohall,  and 
the  upland  ceuntjy  thereto  adjoining. 

These  lands  are  rated  by  way  of  a  gradual  acre  tax, 
of  eleven  sorts  or  degrees,  as  before  stated,  from  seven 
pence  to  six  shillings  and  fivepence  per  acre.  The 
yearly  tax  exceeds  £8,000.  and  supposing  it  to  be 
£8,368.  8s.  Sd.  to  be  raised  in  the  year,  the  middle 
and  south  levels  would  be  charged  with  £7,634.  3s.  2id, 
and  the  north  level  only  with  £  734.  5>.  5id.  by  reason 
that  the  taxes,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  charge- 
able thereon,  have  been  purchased  off  by  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Bedford.* 

•  In  the  jew  1703,  »n  »ct  WW  p«Med  cifled  "  The  Turf  Act," 
iDtinled.  "  An  Act  to  enable  the  CorporatiaD  of  the  Gorernor,  Biilifla, 
"  and  Commonalt;  of  Ihe  Company  of  ConiervBton  of  the  Great  LbtcI  of 
''  the  Fena,  to  aeU  their  Taxei  of  certain  Land*  within  the  Middle  and 
"  South  LeTeU,  part  of  the  aaid  Great  LsTel,  which  have  been  or  may  be 
"  dog  fbr  Turf,  nnd  (o  apply  the  Money  arliing  th>m  nich  Sale,  m  dia. 
"  charging  the  Bond  Debu  of  the  nid  Cbrpontion  on  accotmt  of  thoM 
'•  Lerela."  By  (hii  «ct,  llie  corporation  tn  empowered  to  lell  the  taiea 
wherewith  aflch  parU  of  the  nni  95,000  acrei  within  the  Middle  and  South 
Lrielaaahid  I'eeti  ortnight  be  cot  (or  tnif,  were  then  chargeable,  and 
th«  money  ariiiug  hy  such  aale.  to  be  applied  toward*  discharging  the 
debta  of  the  corpontion  on  acconnl  of  the  middle  and  south  leveli ; — under 
trhich  act,  BHa.  3r.  Sflr.  were  told,  flie  tax  upon  which  b 
j;  93.  ie>.  7id, 
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The  cbief  officers  of  the  corporation  in  the  aev«al 
districts  are  a  Burreyor-general,*  a  registrar,  an  auditor 
of  the  accountfl,  a  receirer  and  expenditor-general,  a  ser- 
geant at  mace,  one  auperiatendant  of  the  north  level,  three 
ditto  of  die  middle  level,  one  ditto  of  the  south  level. 

Am  to  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  and  the  Improvement 
of  their  Oittfall  by  the  Ouu  and  Eau  Brink  Cut. 

The  south  level,  including  the  high  lands  within  its 
boundaty,  contains  about  173,000  acres,  and  the  middle 
level  about  120,000  acres;  the  waters  of  both  these  levels 
pass  down  the  river  Ouse,  through  the  town  of  Lynn,  to 
their  ost&U  at  the  sea.  Before  the  division  of  the 
great  level,  the  interest  of  all  the  fens  was  completely 
mtervoveo  and  blended  together,  but  on  its  sepanttion 
into  districts,  the  consequence  followed,  that  what  re- 
lated to  the  one  had  very  little  connexion  with  the  other. 
like  lands  within  the  districts  of  the  middle  and  south 
levels  continued  subject  to  frequent  inundations,  and 
complunts  were  still  made  of  the  imperfect  state  of  the 
drainage;  to  remedy  which,  in  some  measure,  the  earl  of  a.d. 
Bedford,  with  his  participants  in  the  general  undertaking,  1650. 
defended  the  middle  level  by  a  large  bank  from  Pete> 
boroogh  to  Wisbech.t 

At  a  aesnon  of  aewefs  holden  at  Lynn  in  1709,  on  a 
presentation  by  the  jury,  they  prayed  tiiat  the  court 
"  would  order  some  person  of  skill  and  probity  to  find  a 
"  sufficient  outfall, "  but  nothing  effectual  was  dope. 
The  plan  of  deserting  the  old  course  of  the  Onse,  and 


■  Tbe  Badlbnl  lanl  Kt  dow  not  ncog&iia  tl 
I  0<vU*,  p.  iU. 
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making  a  new  cut  (hnn  Eau  Brink  to  Lynn,  was  first  pro- 
posed about  the  year  1720,  by  Mr,  Kinderley,*  who- 
declared  that  the  great  impediment  to  drainage  and  navi- 
gation was  the  wide,  shallow,  end  crooked  channel  of  the 
river  Ouse  between  St.  German's  bridge  and  Lynn,  and 
that  whiUt  this  remained  unremedied,  all  interior  works 
would  be  of  little  nse ;  many  prejudices,  however,  existed 
against  such  a  plan,  which  met  with  violent  oppositicm. 

When  impediments  were  found  to  increase  in  the  Lynn 
navigation,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  scour  out  the 
rivers  and  drains,  and  application  was  made  to  the  Bedford 
level  corporation  for  their  assistance  in  cleansing  the 
channel  of  the  river  Nente,  which  ^Is  by  the  two  branches 
of  Well  creek  and  Popham's  eau  into  the  Ouse  at  Salter's 
Lode,  and  making  it  deeper;  and  the  parties  having 
agreed  on  the  outlines  of  a  plan,  an  act  of  parliament 
was  obtained  in  the  27th  Geo.  II.  176S,t  whereby  the 
corporation  renounced  their  sole  power  over  the  river,  and 
thereu[)on  united  with  a  stated  number  of  land  proprietors, 

*  He  wu  a  coDwrrmtor  of  tite  grs*!  level  of  the  feni,  ud  hid  devoted' 
the  gmtest  p*il  of  •  long  lift  to  Ibe  puticniar  ctody  of  dninage. 

t  By  the  ut  STth  Ceo.  II.  commonly  uUed  the  Nene  Act,  tlie  cai> 
pormtion  of  Bedfoid  Urel  were  kppoiuled  conuuiuionen  foi  pieierring  the 
Btrigation  of  the  riveT,  muted  with  the  mejor  and  coqwratian  of  Lynn,  tern 
luhalHtanbi  trotn  Peterborougb,  ail  iohabitaiita  from  W  bittleaea,  (being  ownen 
of  landiin  tbcmiddteleTel,)  and  one  each  frpm  Doddingtoti,  Beawick,  and 
Wimbliugtan,  three  fNoi  Manh,  fear  from  Eaauey,  two  each  from  Chatterii, 
Uanea,  and  Welney,  foor  from  Upwell,  two  from  Onlwell,  (being  all  reapec- 
tiTcly  ownen  of  laudi  in  the  middle  level,)  four  inhsbitanU  froni  Downbani 
in  Norfolk,  and  two  from  Tbispiton,  lalip,  Onodle,  Yaxley,  Keltoa,  Elton, 
•sd  ThonibBagh. 

la  the  year  1813,  a  propoaition  wai  made  for  bringing  ■  bill  into  pwltai 
Best  to  amend  the  act  of  fTth  Gea  II.  and  to  impntre  the  ii*er  Nene  by 
deepening  and  widening  the  nme,  bat  after  a  few  meotinn  and  l^innityHU 
on  the  intended  meanm,  the  bill  waa  withdnwn. 
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choien  ttom  Uie  aonth.  and  middle  districts,  in  raising 
a  fund  to  be  appropriated  to  scour  out  and  deepen  the 
bed  of  the  Xene  Euid  its  communicating  branches;  tollA 
wen  granted  for  completing  and  maintaining  the  naviga- 
tion, and  ccnmiiasioneTa  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
wwks  necessary  to  be  done;  and  the  commissioners  were 
to  have  fiiU  power  to  make  orders  and  decrees  for  pre* 
aerring  the  said  navigation,  but  the  rights  and  powers  of 
the  BedfMd  level  corporation  were  not,  in  way  other 
respect  than  aa  mentioQed  in  that  act,  to  be  diminished. 
llie  drainage  of  these  levels  still  continuing  in  an  imr 
perfect  state,  Mr.  Kinderiey  (the  son  of  the  former 
gentleman)  was  about  this  time  cMisulted  thereon,  who 
▼entured  to  assert  with  confidence,  that  the  only  remedy 
was  the  malung  of  a  new  cut  from  Eau  Brink  to  Lynn, 
and  that  all  other  schemes  would,  in  the  end,  prove 
inefiectual;  the  plan,  however,  still  met  with  powerful 
opposititm.*  At  a  subsequent  period,  in  1776,  gov^nor 
Pownall  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  corporations  of 
Bedfwd  level  and  of  Lynn,  on  the  necessity  of  a  new 
cut,  and  Mr.  Oolbome,  an  engineer,  was  emjJoyed  to 
view,  report,  and  give  his  opinion  on  a  plan  for  a  general 
dl^dnage;  he  also  pronounced  on  the  necessity  of  such  a 
new  river,  and  asserted  it  could  not  fail  of  giving  im- 
e  relief  to  both  these  levels.+ 


*  Mr.  Kiadariey  ilw  pnijmaad  b  kIubm  fbr  iltBriDg  the  chmnel  of  tlis 
WWwcIi  tfror,  bjcattiBK  tlntwgh  Hn*U*nd,  ikereby  to  briog  tbe  Nene 
hla  tba  Obm  it  Lynn ;  it  m  draioDitTid>le  Uiit  the  bU  tooU  have  been  ao 
peat  H  to  diaclwrge  ell  the  water  tltat  codU  be  led  into  it ;  bat  m  thii  new 
nt  wai  to  draw  the  water  from  the  Wiibedi  rirer,  die  gentlemen  of  praperty 
In  and  near,  and  merchanti  of  Wiibecfa,  wonld  toot  aequieace  i>  ■  pioporal 
that  might  tend  to  injure  their  naTigatkm  ao  materially,  and  upon  thii  prin- 
ciple, aoch  a  proponl  met  with  the  waimeit  and  moat  actiTcoppoaitian  from 
thatqnarter. 

t  It  wai  oliaened  bjr  Vaneoam,  at  ^a  time,  that  the  waten  of  the 
■Mfln  Imnl.  hni»t  dJTnrtnd  fhMi  Ihflr  natiml  couaeb;  the  prefenttxcsd 
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In  the  yean  1791  and  1792,  a  more  general  interest 
l>^;an  to  be  excited,  and  meetings  of  persona  interested 
in  the  improvement  of  the  outfall  of  the  Ouse  were  held 
in  different  towns,  when  the  probable  consequences  of 
the  intended  cut  were  freely  discossed.  These  meetings 
were  numerously  attended  at  various  places,  and  it  was 
declared  by  decided  and  large  majorities,  that  the  plan 
of  making  a  new  cut  from  Eau  Brink  to  Lymi  was  the 
only  likely  method  to  render  the  drains^  of  the  counby 
perfect.  The  inhabitants  of  Lynn  still  continued  their 
objections  to  the  measure,  which,  they  said,  if  adopted, 
would  be  productive  of  a  train  of  injuries  and  fatal 
consequences  to  th«r  port,  for  that  the  mouth  of  the  cut 
opening  at  once  in  so  broad  a  channel,  full  of  loose 
shifting  sands,  extending  more  than  fifteen  miles  to  deep 
water,  would  be  the  cause  of  raising  bars  of  sand  and 
ailth,  which  would  choke  up  and  destroy  the  harbour  to 
eea,  and  thus  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  waters  to  their 
outfall  j  fears  were  ^so  cntertMned  by  others,  that  the 
force  of  the  water  through  the  cut  would  be  so  great  as  to 
endanger  their  town  and  harbour,  and  indeed  the  original 
act  seems  to  corroborate  this  apprehension,  as  a  clause 
is  introduced  by  the  inhabitants  of  Lynn,  for  power  t« 
execute  works  for  the  better  security  and  more  effectual 
preservation  of  tbor  town  and  harbour.     In  1792,  at  4 

■jauni  of  dninage  in  ilie  tiiet  Nvu  U  Ootwdl,  ■mra  witliin  ton  aulM 
(reckoned  on  the  geaenl  cciime  of  tlw  old  Oiue  iiTei)  of  GonthoTp  ilniea, 
through  which  all  the  if  ■ten  of  the  north  lerel  are  (Teelj  ntteied,  bnt  froat 
Oatwell  church,  the  wateia  of  the  Ntoe  ara  diivan  aiz  milea  further,  before 
the;  can  obtain  a  veiy  ilow  and  UngBtddeecBBt,  to  aeaward,  through  Salter's 
Lode  alnice  i  the  aome  btimimiu  qrateni  preraili  in  the  whole  diainap  of 
themiddleaiid  tbsgreaUrpartof  theaonthUvel  of  thefena,  andia  thelegiT 
linMiU  oSapring  nt  the  firat  diierai^  of  old  Onae  from  ita  natural  channel, 
and  forcing  ita  wntera  into  the  Lynn  or  leaner  Onas,  thiongh  the  cut  iriuclt 
waa  formerlj  made  baa  LUtleport  Clujrn  to  Rrteat'a  Uonie*.  Vaseo^Ter. 
App<  P-  9,  10. 
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g^erel  session  of  sewers  holden  at  Ljim,  the  river  Ouse, 
or  channel  between  St.  Germim'a  bridge  and  Lynn,  was 
preaented  by  the  jury  as  being  silted  up,  whereby  the 
woriu  of  sewers  were  greatly  impeded,  and  the  court 
came  to  a  resolution,  "  that  the  most  probable  mode  of 
"  obtaining  rehef  for  the  country  would  be  by  making 
"  a  new  river  from  Eau  Brink  to  Lynn,  throu^  the 
"  marshes,  agreeable  to  the  plan  recommended  by 
"  Messrs.  Mylne,  Golbome,  and  Watt^."*  After  varions 
meetings  at  Ely,  Cambridge,  March,  Lynn,  &c.  a  bill 
was  at  lei^:th  proposed,  which  in  the  year  1796  passed 
into  a  htw,  bjr  the  title  of  "  An  Act  for  improving  the 
"  Drainage  of  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  part  of  the 
**  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level,  as  also  of 
"  the  Lands  adjoining  or  neu  to  the  River  Ouae,  and 
"  altering  the  Navigation  by  a  new  Cut  from  Eau  Brink 
"  to  Lynn,"  by  which  act  the  commissioners  of  drainage 
were  empowered  to  make  a  new  river  or  cut,  to  branch 
oat  of  the  river  Ouse,  near  a  place  called  Eau  Brink, 
thiDogh  certain  lands  and  gioimds,  so  as  to  fall  again 
into  the  jwraent  course  of  the  said  river  Ouse  at  or  near 
the  harbour  of  King's  Lynn;  the  whole  to  measure 
fnm  bank  to  bank  370  feet  in  breadth  at  Uie  upper 
end  of  the  cut,  and  the  width  of  the  channel  formed 
by  the  said  cut,  at  the  junction  with  the  present 
channel  near  Lynn,  was  to  be  not  less  than  378  yards.t 
This  act,  after  it  was  obtained,  continued  without  any 
active  opoation  nntil  about  the  year  1804,  when  a  furtiier 
amended  act  was  passed,    ever  mnce  which  period  the 

■  T^  oiHiiMM  of  M««>n.  Mjlna,  Juim  Gotbonw,  WMtJ,  Hodaon, 
?*"■■".  be  wan  nnoqiuTacilly  in  IkTor  of  the  mt. 

t  S78  jvdi  ma  c«kiil»ted  u  the  Mtoal  width  of  the  lunowMt  part  of 
tk^  InAow  ftt  01  ftwr  to  the  tartj  Itading  place.  Act  SUh  Goo.  UL  c.rr, 
■.17. 
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works  relating  to  the  Eau  Brink  have  been  m  eonstant 
progresa,  and  have  also  proved  a  continued  souToe  of 
contenticH)  and  expense ;  fire  other  acts  have  been  since 
paaaed  for  increamng  the  tax  and  enlai^ng  the  ^HnverB  of 
the  former  acts;  at  length,  in  tlte  year  1819,*  the  exca- 
vation of  this  important  work  woe  begun,  and  after  two 
years'  operatiiHi,  the  cot  was  opened  cm  30th  June  1821.^ 
A  bridge  has  also  been  erected  over  the  new  cut,  just 
above  the  harbour  of  Lynn,  which  baa  opened  a  land 
communication  between  Lynn  end  Marshland,  much 
nearer  than  by  St,  German's;  these  improvements  and 
accommodations  will  no  doiibt  lead  to  a  progressive  in- 
crease of  population  in  this  district,  cnltare  be  more  en- 
cburaged,  and  the  proprietors  of  land  greatly  benefited. 

After  three  yeare'  experience  of  the  effect  of  the  waters 
passing  through  this  new  and  confined  channel,  it  wa> 
found  that  the  port  of  Lynn  had  sustained  deterioration, 
which  it  was  stated  was  so  progressively  increasing,  that 
its  very  existence,  as  a  harbour,  was  threatened;  opinions 
of  engineers  were  taken  thereon,  who  recommended  the 
cut  to  be  widened,  and  at  a  meeting  at  Cambridge,  in 
August  1825,  it  was  resolved  to  increase  the  sectional 


*  la  cottangthii  new  work,  it  the  deptliof  twenty-twD  feet  fan  dw 
■or&ce  of  the  earth,  and  in  a  bed  of  chingle,  ■  qiuntitj  of  v«rioiu  kiadi  of 
nirine  ibeb  ma  fixoid,  ud  faan  thence  wu  taken  out  ■  pair  of  beantifdl 
antlen,  attadwd  to  the  apper  put  of  a  aciill,  with  eretj  tooth  tobmb^ 
in  iti  locket,  ia  a  perfect  atale,  coimpoadJog  exactly  with  the  otdinaij 
deacriptioa  of  the  roe-buck.  Abore  the  chingle,  in  a  atratnn  of  itioag 
ooie,  abOBt  tan  bet  thick,  quantiliei  of  alder  Toote  and  treei  were  found. 
See  p.  15. 

t  Thii  ereat  waa  celebrated  by  a  grand  £nner,  given  b  j  the  £au  Brink 
commiMionBn,  at  the  town  hall  of  Lynn,  stwhichlheRt.  Hon.LoidWiIlia« 
Carendiih  Bentinck  preaided,  npported  by  Sir  Joaeph  Yotke,  K<  C.  B.  ad 
man;  of  the  gieat  landed  pn^>rieton  of  the  cotmtry. 
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wea  tbereoF,  not  exceeding  one-third.  A  contract  was 
acctntlingly  entered  into  with  Sir  Edward  Banks  for 
•zecnting  this  work,  for  the  sum  of  £,  33,000.  and  the 
ope  ration  of  widening  was  commenced  in  February 
1826.*  Many  other  acta  have  been  procured  within 
the  last  seventy  years,  for  draining  separate  districts 
of  the  country,  but  no  alteration  is  made  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  corporation  of  Bedford  level,  except  as 
to  the  north  level,  these  acts  all  containing  a  clause, 
reserving  the  powers  of  the  corporation  as  established 
by  I6th  Charles  II. 

At  to  the  North  Level,  and  the  Separation  thereof  from 
the  Middle  and  South  Leveh,  and  the  Improvement  of 
ill  Outfall  bif  Crabb-Hole. 

The  north  level,  including  the  high  land  within  its 
houndaiy,  contains  about  48,000  acres.  As  the  waters 
<^  the  middle  and  aonth  levels  passed  down  the  river 
Oiue,  through  Lynn,  to  their  outfall  at  the  sea,  so  the 
waters  of  the  ncHth  level  passed  through  the  interior 
of  the  same,  and  fell  into  the  bay  or  estuary  for  the 
dischai^  of  the  river  Ifene,  called  Cross  KeysiWash. 
The  waters  from  this  district  are  conveyed  to  Clow's 
Cnwt'  by  the  old  and  new  South  Eau,  and  by  the 

*  Tha  origiial  espaia«  of  tliU  important  wotk  ma  Mtiautad  at 
^80,000.  tnit  opwudi  of  ^300,000.  htTe  alread;  %e«D  expended  in 

liran,  &c.  bendei  the  hat-mentioned  mm  of  ^SSfiOQ.  agreed  to  be 
paid  Ibi  widening  tlie  cot,  and  (La  ordinal  tax  of  foorpence  per  acre 
kaa  bevn  laiaed  to  two  ihillingi, 

t  Thii  dnin  fell  into  the  ii>er  Nene  by  Shire  Govt,  abont  in  miles 
bdowWiebecb,  (ndwaa  nid  to  be  the  beat  dnin  to  pnierre  the  north 
Mk  of  Wiibech.  The  nest  cut  to  Clow'i  Croii  i>  Feskiik  Dnin, 
lAIch,  by  It!  low  tituatlon,  ia  the  beat  dnin  is  thia  diviaion  of  the  ttoa ; 
il  li  ■  cot  cf  great  utiiinity,  dog  tma^-thiee  feet  bioadi  bejon  iha 
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counter  draia  ranning  nnder  the  north  bank  of  Morton'* 
Learn  Wash,  and  from  thence  by  the  Shire  drain  to  the 
Nene  at  Ounthorpe  sluice ;  hut  this  outfall  being  found 
ineffectual,  methods  were  from  time  to  time  proposed  for 
better  preserving  the  out&U  of  the  Nene  waters,  as  well 
for  the  benefit  of  navigation  as  of  drainage.  Even  sa 
early  as  the  year  1613,*  it  is  stated  by  Dugdale,  that  a 
certain  presentment  was  made  at  Lynn,  by  a  jury  for 
the  hundred  of  Freebiidge,  in  Marshland,  as  follows ; — ■ 
"  In  our  opinion,  upon  our  view  taken^  the  waters  of 
"  Wisbech  and  Elm  might  be  carried  at  this  time  a 
"  nearer  way  to  the  sea,  viz.  from  the  four  Gowts  over 
"  Tidd  Marsh  and  Sutton  Marshes,  into  a  creek  there, 
"  called  King'd  Creek,-t-  and  thence  to  fall  into  the  deep 
"  called  Lutton  Learn,  and  so  to  the  sea,  which  is  the 
"  shortest  course  of  the  river  by  six  miles,  and  hath  a 
"  much  better  outfall." 

Again,  in  the  year  1618,  the  following  presentment  was, 
made  by  commissioners  of  sewers:  "Also  we  find  that 
"  King's  creek  would  be  the  best  and  safest  outfall  for 
"  conveyance  of  the  fresh  waters  to  the  sea,  if  a  new 
"  channel  was  cut;  also  we  find  the  Shire  drain  to  be 
"  a  very  fair  sewer,  and  useful  for  the  preservation  of 
*'  the  north  ude  of  Wisbech." 


idTentDTen  were  incoiparUed ; — ita  pragraw  ii  to  Clow'i  Croaa,  wbew 
it  (mTM,  kfter  receinng  tba  irKlen  of  Tlwnej  dyke,  thraogb  put  of 
the  GoU  djke.    Libelje,  1743. 

*  Thi*  jireMatmeat  U  noticed  in  a  pamphlet,  pobliahad  in  IBM.  Iij 
Tycbo  Wing,  Eiq.  the  re*p«ctod  mgent  to  his  grue  the  doke  of  Bedjbrd, 
Ibi  lilt  gnce'i  eitMoB  id  the  north  lerel,  wboie  bralher,  biber,  mi  gnnd- 
fcthar  pieceded  bin  in  tint  litoktioii.  It  wh  ligiied  bj  S.  Fine,  O.  CioB^ 
weU,  Robert  BctUI,  &c.    Dugdile,  p.  STB. 

t  King'!  creelL  il  (aid  ta  be  ttie  ucient  oul&U  of  Wiilmcb.  Biide- 
■bde,  p.  136. 


i  by  Google 


WISBECH.  61 

^e  adTenturers  for  the  undertaking  of  the  drainage  a.d, 
of  the  level  before-mentioned  deepened  and  scoured  out  1616. 
the  cut  ori^nally  made  by  Bishop  Morton,  they  also 
cauaed  Tarions  channela  to  be  made  to  carry  off  the 
auperfluous  water  wherewitl)  the  level  was  so  much 
annoyed,  and  amongst  the  rest,  Hill's  cut,  near  Peter- 
borough ;  *  Btill  constant  losses  were  sustained  from 
imtBdation,  so  that  the  corporation  of  Bedford  level 
wore  advised  to  desert  the  river  altt^ther,  and  for 
the  iai{Hovement  of  drainage,  they,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, reoolTed  to  make  an  entire  new  cut  in  Morton's 
Learn  Wash,  nearer  to  the  north  bank,  which  was  ulti- 
mately effected,  at  ^e  charge  of  the  Bedford  level 
corpuation,  about  the  year  1728,  under  the  directi<m  at 
one  Thomas  Smith,  a  conservator,  so  that  the  present 
■Bvigable  cat,  thoagh  frequently  called  Morton's  Learn,  is, 
in  fact, "  Smith's  Leam,"  Morton's  Leam  being  deserted, 
and  in  a  great  measure  landed  up.  Smith's  cut,  which 
ambracea  a  portion  called  Hill's  cut,  was  made  in  land 
poichaMd  by  the  Bedford  level  corporation,  in  the 
wash,  out  of  the  corporation  funds,  and  the  waters  pasa 
on  to  Wisbech  by  this  lai^  wash,  containing  3,500 
acres,  which  in  Umes  of  land  floods  is  covered  several 
Eeet  deep  in  water.-f 

Wben  the  waters  of  the  tAd  Nene  were  divided  by 
theae  cnts,  part  took  their  course  as  befcH^,  through  the 

•  A)iomnn>milei[alMgth«tidfift;fe>iliiibnndth;bBddMwIikh,tIi« 
B«dJbrd  liver,  Sun'a  Cul,  Borill'i  LMm.  Sew  fiouUi  Eui,  Hid  Shlra  Dnin, 
mrs  iD  cat  nul  widened.    Dug.  p.  410. 

t  If  the  buiki  Irom  Peterbaningb,  by  Gajhirn,  to  Al'iibech,  had  bees 
•rt  (slj  U  ■  eameaiait  diitance  Ods  fitna  uioihei,  lod  one  ba  cot  for  the 
witMi  to  fm  in,  muh  bmosj  aight  thereby  have  been  gaTsd,  and  the' 
>«A  bad  been  better ;  for  eiqnrieiice  irill  ahew,  that  waten  kept  togatbcr 
B  ft  body  poa  awifUy,  and  mend  theii  channBl,  but  ^nded  ud  d^enod. 
fan  amj  wj  dovlj,  and  loae  theii  channrL    Badeabde. 
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isle,  by  Staodground  sluice,  through  Whittleaeft  Mere^ 
Ugg  Mere,  and  RaiuBey  Mere,  in  the  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon, to  their  outfall  below  Lynn ;  and  part  through 
Smith's  Learn  and  the  Wisbech  river,  to  their  out&ll 
below  Wisbech;  but  the  navigaU<»  through  the  meres 
being  at  all  limes  extremely  tedions,  difficult,  and 
dangerous,  vesBels  have,  for  many  years,  navigated  from 
Standgrouod  sloice,  through  Whittlesey  dyke,  to  a  place 
called  Flood's  Ferry,  as  a  safer  and  nearer  passage,  and 
have  thence  proceeded  through  March,  Well  creek,  and 
Salter's  Lode,  where  they  communicate  with  the  great 
Ouse.  Notwithstanding  the  early  diversion  of  the  Ouse 
from  its  outfall  at  Wisbech,  the  waters  -of  the  Nene 
still  continued  for  a  long  time  to  pass  through  March, 
pursuing  their  course  by  Elm  Leam  to  Wisbech,  and  thus 
to  the  sea,  but  this  latter  ancient  watercouise  at  length 
decayed  and  grew  up. 

A.D.  In  1721  or  1722,  Kinderley  proposed  a  cut  below 
1721.  Wisbech,  for  the  purpose  of  taming  the  channel  then 
meuideiiag  uuongst  the  shifting  sands,  directly  under 
Ounthoqie  sluice,  the  outlet  of  the  north  level  vraters, 
which  was  actually  b^^;  but  the  gentlemen  of  Wisbeofa, 
apprehensive  that  their  navigation  would  be  injared  by 
the  wide  in-draught  being  lessened,  caused  the  works  to 
be  forthwith  demoUshed,  and  an  injunction  was  afterwards 
obtained  from  the  Lord  Cheocellor,  to  put  an  eflectnal 
stop  to  any  further  prepress.  The  waters  of  the  Nene, 
which  now  fall  by  Smith's  Leam  into  the  Wisbech 
river  at  Guyhim,  and  thence  throogh  the  town  of 
Wisbech,  form  a  stream  of  considerable  importance  for 
navigation  as  well  as  drainage,  often  called  the  "  river 
"  Nene,"  though  erroneously,  the  old  Nene  passing, 
as  before  observed,  by  Standground,  through  March, 
and  from  thence  to  Oatwell  and  Salter's  Lode,  into  the 
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gnat'Oose;  at  Wiabech,  the  cfaamiel  is  knowa  by  do 
other  mine  than  "  the  gnat  river,"  and  is  bo  deruKoi- 
nated  is  all  legal  proceedings.  This  river,  which  empties 
itself,  by  Cross  Keys  Wash,  into  the  great  bay  or 
estuary  at  a  place  called  the  Eye,  abont  thirteen  miles 
dtatant  fnmi  Wisbech,  admits  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the 
tide,  so  as  thereby  to  enable  vessels  of  (me  hundred 
ton  burthen,  at  spring  tides,  to  come  up  and  deliver 
th^  cargoes  at  the  quays  within  the  town. 

"Hie  a^rs  of  the  Bedford  level  corporation  becoming 
embarrassed,  and  constant  jealousies  arising  amongst  the 
pioprietota  of  the  different  levels,  a  limited  w  partial 
separation  of  the  north  from  the  other  levels,  middle 
and  south,  at  length  became  advisable,  and  was  carried 
into  effect  by  an  act  of  37th  Geo.  II.  called  the  north  a.d. 
level  act,  so  far  as  respected  their  revenues  j  the  several  1763. 
accounts  between  the  levels  thonselves,  and  between 
the  levels  and  the  creditors  of  the  corporation,  being 
previondy  settled,  there  was  due  to  the  duke  of  Bedford 
and  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  as  principal  proprietors  of  tiie 
north  level,  on  account  of  that  level,  the  sum  of 
£1S,900  and  upwards,  viz.  to  the  duke  of  Bedford 
five  sixths  or  £15,760.  and  the  remaining  one  sixth, 
£  3,160,  to  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  proprietor  of  the 
estate  unee  belonging  to  lord  Eardley.  The  duke  of 
Bedford  most  generously  remitted  the  whole  of  his  debt, 
and  the  security  was  cancelled;  the  earl  of  Lincoln  a» 
generously  concurred  in  the  measure,  and  the  transaction 
received  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  The  north  level 
act  directs  the  sevraal  works  to  which  the  said  revenues 
were  to  be  applied,  one  part  to  be  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  thenorth  level  commisaioners,  and  the  other  under 
the  direction  of  the  officer  to  the  corporation  of  Bedfod 
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level;  by  the  same  act,  a  district  of  coontry,  not  witltm  tli9 
mid  Bedrord  level,  called  Qreat  Portaand,  coDtaining 
about  7,000  acre§,  then  belonging  to  Sir  Cbarle*  Orby, 
and  now  to  ThcHnas  Orby  Hunter,  Esq.  lying  in  the 
adjoining  manor  <^  Crowland,  was  added  to  the  north 
level,  and  directed  to  be  drained  tfaeravith ;  and  for 
convenience  of  interior  drainage,  the  north  levd  taiA 
Oieat  Portsand  were  divided  into  five  districts,*  and  com' 
missioners  appointed,  called  "ncath  level  commiaiioDerB." 
This  district  encountered  several  misfortunes  from 
th«  year  1763  .to  the  year  1770,  by  inundations  and 
tempestuous  weather;  in  1763,  the  norUi  bank  of 
Horton'a  Leam  Wash  brake,  in  consequoic*  of  the 
violence  of  the  flood  waters,  and  drowned  a  consider- 
able extent  of  the  level,  involving  the  loss  of  several 
lives,  and  c^  much  cattle  and  property.  Partial  bleaches 
occurred  in  1765  and  1767 ;  but  in  the  year  1770,  so 
terrible  a  breach  took  place,  that  the  whole  country, 
for  several  miles,  was  covered  six  feet  deep  upcm  the 
average,  and  the  most  dreadful  conBequcDces  «uued  to 
the  north  level.t 

*  Thi  Ant,  cODtuning  11,500  Mm,  ii  bounded  ea  Oa  ««■(  bj  tb« 
high  bsda  of  the  lokc  of  Peteiteroii(b,  finin  irbkb  it  u  M[«nted  bj  u 
indent  Rom»n  dnU  cmlled  the  Cut  Ofke,  which  acti  ■■  >  cMcb-mter  dnin 
to  the  frbole  north  Uttl,  This  gmt  Roman  wotk  extended  oiiginiDj  from 
tba  riter  Nene  below  Peteiboroogb,  to  Ihe  ci^  of  Lincoln,  and,  perhepe,  to 
the  liTer  Treat  ktTotieieyi  theroncM  WMtncodl^theUleHT.  Rennie, 
the  gnttett  put  of  the  w^,  end  pronomiced  aoKut  jadiciouuidlraU-ltid> 
out  work.  The  lecond  diitrirt  contuns  4,SO0  ktoi  ;  the  third,  or  Tfaaney 
Lordehip,  17,600kciv«;  the  bnrdi, 7,000  ■ere* ;  lud  tlie  £Ith,  caDadGrttt 
PoftMnd,  7,750  nrt—iuling  togctbei  47,750  acre*. 

t  The  UMRDt  for  repain  of  the  north  bank,  afler  the  great  breach  in 
1770,  wai  ^5,989.  7..  3<f.;  — in  ITtt,  ^t,857.  lli.  Id.  J  — in  1773, 
il£ 4,391.  Si.  7ii.i— in  1774,  £9.108.  15».  W.;— in  1775,  ^1,450.;— 
aflM  a  bi^  flood  in  1795,  £  3,174.  Ti.  Id.  i— after  ditto  in  1796,  ^  1,434. 
lOk  lid. 
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For  the  pncemtion  of  the  works  of  the  north  level, 
■n  act  wu  obtained  in  the  year  1771  fiH-  the  main-' 
toiuice  of  such  works,  which  were  thereby  directed 
to  be  vested  in  a  committee  of  eighteen  persomi,  to 
be  «nniia%  choeen  firom  the  commiasioners  of  the  five ' 
diatrieto,  and  called  "  the  Committee  of  Works."  It 
may  be  here  ohaerved,  that  the  corporation  of  Bedford 
levd  hare  for  many  yean  granted  to  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Bedfwd,  a  lease  of  the^  benefit  of  the  north  bank  of 
Morton's  Leam,  with  the  forelands.  Etc.  from  Knarr 
Lake,*  to  the  npper  end  of  the  bank  near  Peterborough. 
lUs  leaae  has  been  renewed  to  the  Bedford  ^unily,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  preaent  day ;  certain  tolls  have  also 
been  taken,  and  the  monies  arising  therefrom  appn^' 
priated  to  the  repairs  of  the  bank.  Immediately  aiter 
the  passing  of  the  act  in  1771,  the  committee  of  the 
amth  level,  being  daily  eye  witnesses  of  the  damage 
OGcasioDed  to  the  north  bank  of  Morton's  Leam,  and  the 
fordands  thereof,  put  a  stop  for  a  time  to  the  haling  there- 
oo,t  and  afterwards,  in  1795,  in  cooaeqnence  of  the  great' 
injniy  done  by  heavy  wagons,  an  order  was  made  by  the 
north  level  ctnnmittee,  and  acquiesced  in  by  die  Bedford 
level  cwporation,  that  no  heavy  waggon  should,  under 
any  circumstances,  be  permitted  to  pass  on  the  bank;  since 
which  time,  the  passage  of  any  description  of  carriage 
has  been  prevented,  and  the  bank  is  now  only  used  as 
a  bridle  road.  Although  no  breach  of  the  bank  has 
occurred  nnce  1770,  still  great  anxiety  has  been  always 
felt,  for  obtaining  a  better  and  more  speedy  passage 
for  the  upland  waters  to  sea.  About  that  period,  (1770) 
the  out&U  of  the  river  below  Wisbech  became  so  bad. 


■  A  place  nor  ■  beow  ealM  Ac  Cram  Gmam,  <m  tba  bank  of  th«  il*n. 
I  Tha  hiliaf  ta*  bMU  nDca  coatiiiBBd  on  p^nMt  of  >  toO. 
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tl^t  ihfi  DfiTOi,  Uyel  proprietoK  lesumed  tbe  projeet 
recomjnenijeij  t>y  Mc-  K.mderl^  is  1721,  and  aSfirv»t^ 
bgr  hia  son  in  1751,  sf  abandoning  ^e  oU  nyer,  and. 
infilling  a  new  cut  fiom  a  place  called  Uw  nvet's  end, 
hf^oar  the  tfivm  of  Wisbech,  thtoogli  the  (;oibdu«i  oalt 
nwrsh  in  Tid  St,  Giles,  aitd  to  oontioue  the  same  to  near 
Ouothorpe  sluice.  Thi^  plai^  it  vaa  ctmceired,  woiild. 
npt  only  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  diainage,  but  tend  to. 
the  preB«rvation  of  certain  lands  lying  in  the  oontiguooB. 
parish^B  of  Tid  and  Newton.  The  measure,  however,, 
was  at  first  strongly  oppoKd  by  the  cpcaipiwionara  of 
sewera  fior  the  hundred  of  Wisb^h;  and  the  Bedford 
level  corporation  banng  ezpiesscd  their  intentioqa  of 
uicouraging  the  impoettion  of  4  tax  upon  all  vesseb, 
navigaliog  the  eaid  out,  th«  corporation  of  Wisbech 
strongly  objected  to  any  tax  wh»l,ever  affecting  their 
trade  Bjad  commerce,  and  subw^hed  £600.  to  unite  with 
the  commiBsioners  of  sewers  in  opposition  thereto ;  at 
length  the  parties  came  to  an  ainicable  nndeistandingf 
and  the  north  level  propiietoip  undertook,  at  their 
own  expense,  amounting  to  £  10,000.,  (with  the  ex-. 
ception  of  £1,000.  contnbuted  froiq  the  middle  and 
nputh  levels,  and  £  1,000.  firom  a  small  district  draining 
by  Buckworth  sluice  into  Kinderley's  cut,*  called  the 
Tid  and,  Newton  district)  to  complete  the  work,  and  in, 
the  year  1773  an  act  was  passed,  intituled,  "  An  Act  fw 
"  draining  and  preserving  certain  Lands  and  Qronnds 
"  in  the  Parishes  of  Tid  St  Gil^.  and  Newton,  in  the 
"  Isle  of  Ely,  in  the  County,  of  Cambridge,  and-  is  Tid- 
"  Sl  Mary's,  in  the  Cotmty  of  lipcola;"  by  authority, 


*  Called  Kioderirjr'a  cut,  tb«agh  m*dc  ntnjr  j^n  after  die  deceue  of 
Ikat  a^atmt,  but,  af  a  plan  recanincnded  bj  biBi  tbc  puUk  ga"  ^^ 
AkBt  to  Iba  work. 
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wbgtebf,  die  eommusibners  of  die  north  teVd  were 
cmpoweftd  to  make  the  cut ;  and  a  clansa  w&a  int 
trodtimd,  to  secnra  die  (ne  usage  of  tlie  Btad  cut  Av  all 
peraona  narigatiiig  Tessela  between  the  town  of  Wisbetfh 
and  the  aea.  This  cut  war  carried  through  the  gieeit 
marries,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
avoided  the  moveable  Band  banlcB  and  shoalfl  in  the 
old  channel,  lyin^  on  the  Norfollc'  side  thereof,  which 
prodacad  the  efihct  of  lowering'  the  waten  at  Gunthorpe 
slnice  (the  nordi  level  outlet)  ax  ftet,  on  die  first  opening 
of  the  woi^,  thereby  securing-  a  better  outfall  for  the 
waters  of  the  low  lands  to  the  sea ;  it  had  also  a  most 
aalutdry  efieet  aa  die  navigalioD  of  the' port  of  Wisbech, 
whioH  had  grown-  into  da  abrmJng  decay ;  the  town 
was  relieved  (rasa  its  foimtf  depiQsaed  state,  and  trade 
and  commerce  began  ^;ain  to'  flooinh.  This  cut  has 
certainly  caused  the  rivier  to  increase  in  depth  bo  far  as 
the  confinement  extends,  which'  seems  to  be  a  demon- 
stntion,  that  when  the  lile  oonfinranent  is  continued  to 
the  sea,  a  similar  n£ef  will'  be  afflmled,  not  only  to 
drainage,  bat  abo  to  navigation.  By  this  act,  the  old 
channel  or  bare  sands  were  veated  in  tbe  Bedford  level 
cnrporatiiHi,  which  wen  surveyed*  and  mailed  out,  and 
tiieir  uttiatiaD  and  extent  defined'  as  follows : — 

A.      B.     p. 
InridSLGiles  ....  104    3     23 

—  TidStMvy^t   ..  488    3    15      . 

—  Long  Sutton    ....  3270    3'     3' 

—  LnttOo....- 1302    3     It 

—  Qtdney    3230    3     11 


'  Bj  Jolm  Wkttf,  m  etniaeat  fnrrejor,  in  ITTT. 

b2 


i  by  Google 


68  HI8T0RT  OP 

.  Of  this  largfr  tract,  only  300  acres,  ar  thereabovto^ 
htve  been  embanked  and  incloaed,  and  an  called  "  th» 
**  Corpotatitm  Farm."  The  {vojectina  of  t^  cat  wen 
■o  Mtti^ed  with  the  benefit!  which  would  remit  tnaa 
the  execution  of  it,  that,  by  the  act,  pnmBi<m  ii  made 
for  eztendii^  it,  as  drcumstances  will  admit,  to  the  sea, 
and  for  vesting  the  marshes  and  sands,  which  woold  be 
thereby  recovered,  in  the  Bedford  lerel  corporation,  as 
tnutees,  indeed,  for  the  north  level  ooramiesioners,  (who, 
as  a  body  annually  elected,  could  not  hold  them)  in  aid 
of  BO  beneficial  and  important  an  andotaking. 

Ae  it  has  ever  been  an  object  of  gnat  intetest  to  the 
north  level  and  the  adjacent  fens  to  obtain  a  better 
outAU,  so  have  the  proprietmn  seized  every  opportunity 
A.D.  (rf*  encouraging  plana  for  an  improved  drainage,  and  in  the 
1813.  year  1813,  Mr.  Rennie,  a  gentleman  of  acknowledged 
talent  as  an  engineer,  made  report  upon  a  plan  fw  such 
improvement,  by  recommending  tiie  dischaige  of  the 
waters  of  the  north  level  into  the  sea  at  Crabb^ole. 
He  cwnmencea  his  report  by  stating  that  this  portion  of 
the  plan  is  attended  with  much  difficulty,  on  account 
of  the  Nene  passing  through  the  town  of  Wisbech,  whert 
the  channel  is  so  narrow,  and  the  buildings  so  close  to 
the  river,  that  Aere  was  not  room  to  widen  or  deepen 
it,  unless  a  considerable  number  of  houses  were  to  be 
taken  down,  and  even  the  bridge  itself;  he  also  stated 
that  when  the  levels  were  taken,  there  waa  a  foil,  at 
low  water,  from  Sntton  Wash  to  Crabb-hole,  a  distance 
of  something  lees  than  four  miles,  of  twdve  feet;  th^ 
the  outfall  of  the  river,  below  Qonthorpe  sluice,  was 
also  in  a  bad  state,  owii^  to  the  shifting  sands; 
and  that  the  great  bar  to  the  discharge  of  the  Nene 
waters,  and   ctf  course  to  the  general  drainage  of  the 
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Ittjb  depending  en  the  river,  was  die  high  ftnd  ahtfting 
nadt  betweoi  Qwitherpe  iluice  and  Cnbb-bole,  and 
the  nuTow  and  confined  channel  of  the  river,  through 
the  town  at  Wisbech :  wherenpon  he  recommended  a 
new  channel  from  the  mouth  of  Ktnderiey's  cut,  at 
Gnnthoipe  sloice,  to  the  level  of  the  low  water  in  the 
be^,  at  Crabb-hdle.*  From  the  month  of  Kinderiey's 
eat  to  the  Hone'^hoe  below  Wisbech,  he  proposed  the 
•Id  channel  to  be  enlarged,  and  a  new  cut  made  fnaa 
the  Horae-sboe,  in  a  straight  line,  to  Runmier's  mill. 
He  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  works  for  the  im- 
ptmrement  of  the  north  level,  and  outfall  of  the  Nene, 
BdwUng  a  district  calted  South  Holland,  was  £637,317. 
•f  which  £373,713.  rdated  to  the  drainage  of  the 
aorth  level,  by  Wisbech  oot^,  or  Crabb^ole.  f  The 
mgaitade  of  this  expense  seemed  to  deter  all  parties 
from  maluftg  any  attempt  towards  carrying  works  of  a.d. 
■ach  extent  into  execntion,  nntil  the  year  1818,  when  1618 
the  right  hoDorable  lord  William  Cavendish  Bentinck,  a 

*  h  l)Mb««>  ibomlkatthU  u  I^bo  naaun  spinian  pccnliar  to 
ttsfMMStiqr.    SMp.60. 

t  By  Ht.  Bown'i  l«nli,  Ukm  m  1813,  Uw  bO  st  Icnr  mter  wu  m 


TnaSMoaWMltbiCntb-hab 4     UoflS 

a«rfM««r«atatat8aalhHoUudifaiicetaditlo    H    II    ' 

OmlliDTpe«hdc«-lo ditto..    5)    IS    i 


_  Gajlim  iHi7  to  ditta 17      ——14    6 

PMufagm^bridsB  to  ditto    30^    18    « 

FtaaSvttnWMhtiiCnMHkids  ..     4    inaTST^pMlof  S  0    |i«r«ll 

WabMktddialoaattcaWuh    TJ 0  0^   

—  pMarbonMgk  briig*  Id  Wk* 

tackkUi*    19    05^ 

PM«Aom^  krilga  to  SottoB 

W^   «    0  3    
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Doblanan  of  great  poweis  x^  niiiid  and  active  ^irit, 
called  a  m«etip£  at  Lynn,  to  consider,  as  a  iiatiaet 
object,  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  bridge  over  ihe  KeQe, 
at  jthe  nearest  practicable  poifit  to  the  sea,  virh^^y  » 
direct  coqnaanication  vioul^  be  eatablishef)  from  MorfoU^ 
and  Sufiblk,  io^  Liacolnshire  and  the  north  of  Ei^lsAd, 
an  improvemeDt  undoubtedly  of  great  inftortapoe;  ^ac) 
an  estimate  being  made  by  Mr.  Bouue,  he  repunted 
A.D.  that  a  bridge  at  Gunthorp^  ^uice  would  cost  £16,010> 
1819.  and  one  at  Cross  fUys  Wash,  S3&,07(i,  pev^theless  the 
latter,  tbougli  of  consideiably  gre»tfr  expeoae,  wat 
thought  to  be  Ihe  most  digibi?  utuaUon.  Tbo  coi^ 
poration  and  inhabitantB  of  Wisbefih  were  very  jealow 
of  this  measure,  as  ^f  injurious  tfodeacy  to  U>e  tndfl. 
and  navigation  of  their  riv«r.  For  s<Hse  tine  the 
promoters  of  Uiis  eeparate  aieasu£C  suspended  their 
own  immediat«  object  as  to  the  bridge,  in  the  hope 
of  embracing  with  ife  ultimata  exe$utjop,  what  ibty 
considered  to  be  a  more  efficient  9y^^et/i  of  drainage, 
and  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  practicability 
of  carrying  iiUo  effect,  in  wfuile  or  ia  pert,  the  great 
plan  recommended  by  Mr  Kennie  in  the  year  1813, 
relative  to  the  drainage  of  the  liorth  level  and  South 
Holland^  by  Crabb-hole.  The  promoters  of  the  bridge 
scheme,  perceiving  objections  to  be  raised  to  the 
erection  of  a  bridge,  as  a  separate  measure,  earnestly 
invited  the  landed  proprietors  to  combine  with  die 
bridge  plan  a  better  system  of  drain^age,  and  a  second 
report  of  Mr.  Rennie's  being  obtained  in  1619,  the 
fact  which  had  not  been,  perhaps,  before  sufficiently 
noticed,  was  therein  more  forcibly  adverted  to,  viz.  that 
between  Gunthorpe  sluice  and  Sutton  Wath  there  was. 
only  a  fall  of  twelve  inchet,  whilst  between  Sutton  Waih 
and  Crabb-hole  there  was  a  fall  of  twelve  feet. 
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tn  October  18^,  a  meeting,  very  numerously  at-  a.d. 
tended,  v&a  held  at  Wisbech,  the  most  noble  the  marquia  1820. 
of  Tavistock  presiding,  when  a  resolution  was  entered 
into,  that  Mr.  tlennie's  plan  appeared  calculated  to 
hold  out  the  best  and  most  effectual  means  of  improving 
the  navi^tion  and  drainage,  and  eatablishing  a  safe 
communication,  by  a  bridge,  between  the  counties  of 
tfotfolk  and  lincoln,  and  thereupon  Mr,  Kennie  wad 
directed  to  make  a  further  report  upon  the  probable 
expense  c^  a  new  cut  for  the  Nene,  from  Gunthorpe 
Aluice,  according  to  a  line,  as  stated  by  htm,  to  a  place 
tailed  Skate's  Comer,  in  length  four  miles  end  three 
jjnaitera,  and  from  thence  to  low  water  at  Crabb-hole> 
in  length  about  a  mile,  which  he  accordingly  estimated 
at  £176,872.;*  upon  Ais  report  it  was  determined 
that  the  improTements  in  the  course  of  the  Nene  were 
practicable,  but  on  its  being  explained  that  Mr.  Rennie 
recommended  a  plan  for  making  a  new  course  for  the 
rirer,  from  the  Horse-shoe  to  Kummer's  mill,  by  con- 
verting the  present  bed  of  the  river,  through  the  town 
tS  Wisbech,  into  a  Boating  harbour,  the  corporation  and 
merchants  of  Wisbech,  on  deliberation,  resolved  to  lay 
the  several  plans  before  Mr.  Telford,*!-  who,  upon  taking 
«  view,  suggested  an  altera^on  in  the  course  of  the 
river,  for  that  part  which  nins  between  the  Horse^oe 
and  Hummer's  mill,  different  from  that  proposed  by 
Mr.  Rennie,  which  consisted  in  making  a  new  cut, 
Commencing  from  a  point  a  little  beyond  the  turnpike 
(m  the  South  Brink,  proceeding  al  the  back  of  all  the 
houses  in  the  town  of  Wisbech  on  the  line  of  the  South 
BriniL,  and  tUling  into  the'  nver  again  below  the  present 
bridge;    in  removiHg   the   bridge,   and   widening   and 

*  B7  •  tetter  tiAnurA  M  O.  A,  Aduo,  Gtq.  toditor  to  bia  gne*  the 
Ua  irf  Badjiiid,  dated  30th  Janaac;  1821,— •ftenvti^  ptiuad. 
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.  deepening  the  channel  of  the  river  thtouglt  the  town, 

snd  in  cutting  through  the  point  of  land  below  the  town 

at  the  Uorae-shoe,  the  expeiwe  of  which,  in  purchasing 

private  property  and  cutting  through  the  same,  would 

be  about  80,000.,  by  which  plan  the  flux  and  refiux  of 

the   tide  through   the  town  would  be  preserved.      In 

the  course  of  the  summer  of  1821,  the  report  of  the 

proceedings  of  the  committee  fw  considering  tha  best 

means  of  following  up  Mr.   Rennie's   report  of   1613 

was  printed,  when  the  committee  declared  their  opinion 

on    the    practicability   of  carrying   the   whole  of  the 

general    scheme   into  effect,    and  that  the  estimated 

expense  of  all  the  suggested  improvements  relating  to 

the  river  Nene  would  be  about  £400,000.,  which  wa« 

proposed  to  be  raised  by  means  of  transfenable  bonds, 

bearing    interest  at  £6.  per  cent,  to  be  sold  in  the 

market,  at  the  price  of  the  day,  like  East  India  bonds, 

viz. 

let  operaljon,  Cut  from  Crabb-hole  to  Gun-  >    „  ,  „„  „._ 
.,            ,  .  I-   Jt  lobfioo 

thorpe  sluice 3 

2d  ditto,  deepening  and  widening  the  river  i 

from  Gunthorpe  sluice  to  the  Horse-shoe  >  ' 

3d  ditto,  improving  the  river  to  Rummer's  mill         80,000 

4th  ditto,  a  new  river  from  Rummer's  n 


to  Peterborough . 


'.] 


£398,003 

or,  in  round  numbers,  £  400,000. 

A.D.       To  raise  this  enormous  sum,  it  was  proposed  to  lay  a 
1821.  proportionate  tax  upon  the  lands,*  t<^ther  vrith  a  tax 

*  Tbe  diitricti  dninisg  bj  Wuboch  rirer  coniiit  of  the  north  lenj 
■nd  FoTtmid,  conluning  ilHint  4B,000  acrea/— jovth  Hdlud,  34,000;— 
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«a  die  navigbtion  of  two  Bhilliagm  per  chaldron  upon 
cotls,  and  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  ton  upon  all 
othCT  merchandize.  The  harvest  of  this  year  proving 
■art  univopitiouBj  throndi  continual  rains  during  the 
K^Mng  Masoa,  agiicnltnml  produce,  which  had  been 
declining,  became  farther  depreciated,  so  that  many  of 
the  brming  occupiers  were  losing  their  diminished 
**]»*■'■  moat  rapidly,  and  others  were  absolutely 
rednced  to  poverty ;  to  burthen  the  country,  therefore, 
any  farther  at  this  period,  was  considered  a  most 
in^tditic  measure.  A  meeting  was,  however,  called  at 
Petcrbwougli  on  the  22d  c^  November,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  r^Mrt  of  the  cwnmittee  appointed  in 
October  1820,  which  his  grace  the  duke  of  Bedford 
attended  in  person,  supported  by  earl  Ktzwilliam, 
lard  'William  Bentinck,  lord  viscount  Strathaven,  and 
maay  gentlemen  of  the  country,  when,  after  much  dis- 
euaion,  the  early  execution  of  the  extended  scheme 
was  agreed  upon,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
the  heads  of  a  bill  to  parliament;  a  strong  protest 
was  entered  against  the  measure  cm  the  part  of  the 
CQrpGfatioD  and  inhabitants  of  Wisbech,  as  well  as  of 
the  sammnding  land  owners.  Upon  the  principle,  that 
the  embarrassed  and  distressed  state  of  the  country  at 
that  poiod  imdered  it  more  than  ever  inexpedient  to 
proaecute  such  a  scheme. 

After  the  late  wet  seastm,  the  ont&ll  so  much  improved,   a.d. 
Uiat  tat  a  series  of  years  it  bad  not  been  in  so  good  1833. 
a  state  for  the  purposes  of  drainage  and  navigation,  the 
IsttCT  (^  which  was  so  greatly  benefited,  that  vessels  of 
«ne  hundred  tons  burthen  could  bring  their  fiill  cai^oes 

■mm  8t.  Simami%  SrttoB  Bt.  Jna,  ud  Tid  St.  Mnft,  S^OO^Wfahwb' 
hA  Mm,  lU,  N«wM>,  LarainitoD,  ud  Fhsm  Dnm,  17,700}— 
Wdi«CM«  nd  Bafdde,  «  lhaaMllirid*  oftk*  rirar.  8,000^— ImA  ia 
IfaMa's  Lmm  WHb,  9,M0  j~md  tpmUtj,  1U,9D0  *cni. 
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Bp  to  the  town  of  Wisbech  with  ease ;  when  the  pit)- 
prieton  of  estates,  as  well  ax  the  merchants  of  Wisbech, 
observing  the  natural  improrements  in  the  drainage  and 
navigatioa,  and  considering  the  heavy  burthen  to  whicll 
their  lands  and  trade  must  be  subject,  by  adopting  the  ex- 
tended pUn,  estimated  at  nearly  half  a  million  of  money, 
became  more  fixed  in  their  opposition  to  the  measure, 
and  determined  upon  withholding  their  consents  to 
luch  scheme.  This  opposition  did  not  arise  from  any 
cEesire  to  raise  obstacles  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
Bnprovements  in  the  outfall,  but  simply  from  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  sum  rc<]nired  to  carry  into  efl%ct  such  a 
scheme,  and  the  consequent  ruinous  taxation  which  must 
be  hid  upon  the  trade  of  Wisbech,  and  on  the  landed 
estates,  to  enable  the  promoters  to  discharge  the  interest 
of  sudi  an  enormous  capital.  We  know  that  when  engi- 
neers are  consulted,  they  regard  not  pecuniary  obstacles, 
but  lay  down  plans  on  a  large  scale,  without  considerii^ 
the  difficulties  of  accomplishment.  Most  unprejodieed 
persona  in  Wisbech  are  aware  that  there  are  serious 
impedimentH  to  the  passage  of  the  flood  waters  tA  the 
sea,  fivm  the  narrow  channel  through  the  town,  and  they 
are  and  aver  have  been  ready  to  unite  with  the  country 
in  fadlilating  any  measure  for  improving  the  course  of 
tiie  waters,  upon  any  moderate  scale,  such  as  easing  the 
bend  of  the  river  below  the  opening  of  the  new  road' 
leading  to  Peterborough,  heretofore  called  Barton  Lane ; 
cutting  a  channel  from  the  toU  bar  on  the  south  side  to 
Ae  west  end  of  Mr.  Marriott's  house;  making  an  addi- 
tional arch,  and  giving  a  greater  water-way  to  the  bridge ; 
straightening  the  channel  of  the  Horse-shoe,  by  cutting 
through  die  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  river;  confining 
and  deepening  the  channel  of  the  Nene  to  the  sea,*  or 


*  A'  pltm  of  iliU  natnra  mi  pmented  to  the  coipcmtion  of  WIi))«ch  bj 
Mi. CinUeiUm, tTeijinUlUfentaNMlNTof  tbMlMd]', ia the  jtn  1873, 
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by  sny  oUiCT  pnclicaUe  «Bd  reMcnaUe  metai  trithm 
their  ability.  Wben  it  vw  undectteod  that  tbe  haded 
fiBpneton  woe  reMdved  to  rtfoae  tbcnr  aneat  to  the 
■rtrmird  mewiiie,  it  wu  tgtin  &r  a  time  BUapended. 
The  pmaoten  of  the  bad^  ei^eme  heiag,  boweTer^ 
detennined  to  peraeYeie,  renewed  their  object  aa  a 
wtftiutt  mcaanre,  ex[>iesu»g,  at  the  same  time,  theif 
donie  to  unite  it  with  any  plan  for  extending  tiie  river 
to  Crabb^u^  in  aay  way  whidli  Meesrs.  Tdford  and  a.d. 
B  mi^il  point  out,  and  in  the  antoxm  of  1S26,  the  1825. 
of  tbe  country  vm  again  called  by  lord 
VilliuB  BHitiaek,  toward*  tbe  erectim  of  a  bridge  over 
the  Clow  Keys  W^h,  and  the  opening  of  a  dueet  com- 
miMicatiQD  between  the  coontiee  of  Lincoln  tmd  IforfoUc, 
■ad  in  order  to  cany  the  measure  into  effect,  it  was 
jmpwed  that  an  application  afaonld  be  made  to  parlia- 
HMntf  and  that  the  money  required  for  the  undertaking 
ifcoithl  be  raised  by  trausferrable  shares  of  £  60.  each, 
the  cost,  with  coidiii^eocies,  being  estimated  at  £60,000. 

Ib  the  piXMpMtiu  aftenravds  published,  relative  to 
this  ondntafciiig,  it  was  stated,  that  by  tike  second 
nport  (^  the  late  Mr.  lUmiie  in  1819,  certain  advantages . 
ifve  overlooked,  which  would  lesnlt  both  to  drainage  and 
nav^;«tM>I^  by  confining  the  river  below  to  one  channel, 
i*  well  as  leading  to  another  improvement,  viz.  the 
tirotgngitiaB  t^  Kindeiley's  cut  to  the  Cnee  Keys  Wash, 
ithkb  would  become  virtually  a  part  of  his  great  phu. 

Ti»  Unm  of  Wisbech  still  viewed  with  fsome  amdety 
t^ll  ecBCtioli  of  a  biidge  and  embankment  across  SnttoD 

wkonotieet,  u  ha  obasired,  mi  not  tbsD  to  ezcit*  di 
lh«  Mtanttoa  of  the  e^tal  bngsMci  i 
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Wa^,  as  a  aeparate  mewore,  being  apprebttisire 
that  sach  a  work  would  not  only  msterially  impede  the 
passing  and  repasaing  of  Teasels  between  the  town  aad 
the  sea,  but  greatly  obatmct  the  free  and  unrestricted 
A.D.  6uz  and  reflux  of  the  tidal  waters,  and  thereupon 
1826.  consulted  another  eminent  engineer,  *  who  stated  de- 
cidedly that  the  bridge  would,  as  an  nneoonectetl 
measure,  hare  disadvsnt^ieous  effects,  and  by  dimin- 
iabing  the  riw  of  the  tide,  would  injure  the  navigatioii 
to  Wisbech ;  and  that  the  rapidity  of  the  current  through 
the  intended  bridge  would  render  it  hazardous  for  vfMela 
to  pass  in  the  strength  of  the  tide,  as  might  be  instanced 
at  London  bridge,  and  consequently,  vesaela  bound  to 
Wisbech  would  be  delayed  too  long  to  reach  that  town- 
in  ^e  same  tide;  and  that  this  rajwl  cajreat,  aftw 
passing  the  contraction,  would  expand  itself,  and  fona^ 
a  bar  by  the  deposit  of  the  sand  and  silth  earned  op 
with  it;  and  that  no  measure  of  improTcment,  connected 
with  the  proposed  bridge  and  anbankment,  coidd  be 
eeamtially  efficient  for  the  purposes  <^  navigation  and 
drainage,  unlat  the  diicka^e  <^  aU  the  had  water* 
should  be  carried  heyoitd  the  mouth  ef  the  ettuary. 

Whilst  the  corporation  and  merchants  of  Wisbech 
were  deliberating  upon  these  proceedings,  and  the  pro- 
bably injurious  effects  to  the  existing  rights  and  intereste 
of  the  town  and  port,  a  cosamunicatjon  was  reoeired' 
from  Tycho  Wing,  Esc^.f  that  there  was  a  probalHlity 
of  a(Hne  plans  being  suggested  for  the  general  im- 
proyement  of  drainage  and  navigatiim,  by  the  Wiabeeh 
rirec  to  the  sea,  which  were  afterwards  laid  befofe  the 
public,  and  their  |Hinciple  adopted  by  the  committeas  of 


*  WlUiim  ChapuB,  £«q. 
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Am  Beveral  partiaa  int«re«ted  in  the  respectiTe  diatriets, 
«t  K  generei  meeting,  'wUch  Mxn  tfter  to^  platse  In 


Odier  a^ineen  who  hud  bees  consulted  u  to  the 
tndge  abo  gave  their  o[»nion,  that  it  wonid  be  attended 
with  inJHnons  ^fecta  to  the  navigation  of  Wisbech, 
mtlai  a  new  ekatutel  wu  made  fw  the  dueharge  of  the 
waten  of  tkt  NoK,  whieh  induced  the  proprieton  tS 
(be  north  level  to  torn  their  attentiMi  to  an  improved 
oatMl,  not  only  by  the  prolongati<Hi  of  Kinderiey'a  «n« 
to  the  intended  bridge,  b«t  in  making  a  new  channd 
from  Mdi  bridge  to  Crabb^tde.  A  general  ctmferenee 
was  hdd  in  Ltrndoo,  between  lord  William  Bentinck^ 
wHh  a  eommittee  of  promoters  of  the  bridge  alld 
anbankment,  on  the  one  part,  and  committeea  of 
the  cofporation  and  merchants  of'  Wiabech,  and  of 
pfoprietctfi  of  the  north  level  and  oUier  diatricte,  on 
the  other  part,  when,  after  cuisideraUe  diseuaaioa,  it 
waa  detannined  to  form  a  new  channel  fttim  Ae  end 
of  Kinderiey's  cut  to  Cntbb-bole,  tt^ether  with  die 
bridge  and  embankment,  as  one  tmited  measore;  and 
diat  the  expense  theveof  abould  be  forthwith  ascertained. 
ITflgociations  were  acoordii^y  entered  into  with  the 
merchants  and  traders  of  Wisfoech,  the  {ooprietcn  ct 
lands  in  Wisbech  hundred  and  South  Holland,  and  the 
j.m—««  of  the  sands,  to  ascertain  thor  proportionato 
coBtribattons,  aocoding  to  the  benefit  which  they  would 
respectively  derive.  The  expense  <^  prolon^g  Kin- 
derley's  cut,  and  forming  a  new  channel  to  Crahb-hcd^ 
waa  cstiniated  at  £  130,000.  His  grace  the  dnke  of 
Bedford,  and  the  proprietors  of  land  in  the  north  level 
and   Great   Portsaod,   declared  themselves  willing  to 
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UBdert«ke  tb»  mtk,  upon  beiiig  »wMd  thtf  £90,990,* 
would  be  oontribttted  hy  Aft  otfaer  puties  intcmrteil. 
Upon  this  propouticn,  &  meeting  ww  called  at  Wubfldi, 
when  the  town  and  trade,  in  a  moit  spirited  manna-, 
oonseated  to  niw  oofr^olf  oT  Uifct  vum,  by  &  t*tf '  of 
sixpenoe  p«r  tw  npoo  all  goods  and  manhuMliM'  Wf^ 
riring  at  4^  port,  on  eondttioa  of  being  indannified 
fam  all  fiutlia:  payments.  The  same  proposab  ntn 
afieiwards  discnassd  in  genoitl  aMtings  of  the  pnqnietoro 
of  landed  estates,  co^woled  with-  the  intended  tmpioTft- 
menttf ;  and  tii6  ueontion  and  maintAHtnoe  of  the 
^posed  works  wOt  nndertaken  by  the  aorth  lerA  on- 
the  fellowin^  tenns,,  which  weM  ultimBtdy  agraed'toi— • 

Wiabedi  townand  tredo  tn-adranee  £30,000 

PropiietMS  of  eptates  in  Wisbeoh  >  ,  -  am 

hnndied      -....i 

Sutfam  St.  B<hniuid's     2,099 

Sttttwt  St.  Junes,  TidStBbuy'st'V 

and  LitUe  PortiUMly  (coBBaQt>  3,000 

not  yet  dedared)  say      •  •  •v.. .  J- 

SoQthHoUand 7,00a 

I^UBOten  of  tibo  bn^    3,000 

£60,000 


Me  wa«U  bs  .£  130^000.— to  b«  (hu  laiMd  1— 
Iram  the  dake  of  Bedbnl,  end  the  north '^ 
leTdWi<lGr«*tPo[tuiidpn>prigton,et(    £4SfiOO 
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Upon  tUi  bftsifl,  tb»  parties  «l  length  cHHb  to  vat 
mmeaJdle.  toaehuiotu  The  bill  for  cntcting  the.'  bridge* 
nd  eaibankmeot  vag  aUoned  t«  proceed  asd  pus  uabt* 
Ik  law,  witb  a  chuse  to  th«  ft^wiag  efiect :  "  And' 
"  whABaoA  *  die-  nieet.  noble  J^w*  duliie  of  Bedfond, 
"  and  tli&  pR^etQiS:  of  landft  ia  the  north  level  aad- 
"  Gnat  PertModi  with  the  coBCurreace  oC  the  govemer, 
**  bailiffit,  and  conpany  of  conBerratOff,  haze  it  in  eon- 
"  tmoftlatiwi  to  make  certain  wwks  fin  foimin^  a  aew 
'*  cut  or  cbaniwl,  and  confiniag  the.  iBaten,  from  the- 
*'  noEth  end  of  a  cut  called  Kinderley's  ciut,  to  deep 
**•  watw  at  ot  neitr  a  plaae  <allied  Crahb-hidei  below  the 
"  lito  of  the'  said  intended  bodge,  in  order  aa  wdL  to 
-*<  ramove  die  danger-  apprehended  ham  the.  oonebuatioai 
"  of  the  aaid  bndge  and  embanlunenft,.  aa  to.  impEoro 
"  the  navigation  of  the  Wisbech  river,  and  the  outfiJl 
**  c^  the  sevaaL  lands  dtaining  by  or  thnugh  the  said 
"  SntUm  Wash  to  the.  sea,  which  lastraneBtioBed  woiifcs 
"  wilt' require  ao  aiipwditoiie  d".  tha  NUB  of  £,180(080..  on 


Btoagbt  lonMri  £nflOO 

UMbUWUMflbbniM- ■■■■  UiOOO 

~^ — SoothHoUand   ,...  rfiOO 

FloBoteiy  of.  tha  bridge     SfiOO 

I^dainSntUD  St.  Edttmnd' 2,000 

— .—  8anM8l.Jtmw,TUSt.Bfai7'i,l  ^^^^ 


.f«»,QM 

Deficua^  to  \e  Buds  good  baa  tha  nnd* 3I.(IOO 

^ISO/WO 

"  ThaactI«jntibfled"'AaActbiGaartractiDf  aBfidiiMnwfrttuai 
"  WMh,.  otherwka  rallad  Cron  Ksji  Wub,  betwBsm.  the  Cooaliw  o{ 
"  liDc^  ud  Noilbtk."  It  raceired  the  rojil  uwnt  S6tb  Mq  iSt6, 
(rtkGeo.IV.) 
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'^  thtreabonta,  npoa  receiring  the  sum  of  £60,000.  to 
*<  be  contribated  towards  the  «xpenw  thereof  by  wreral 
"  parties  interested  therein,  and  by  the  applicatioD  of 
"  the  prodnce  of  the  bare  sands  and  salt  marshes  below 
"  Kindeiley's  cut,  now  vested  in  the  said  goremor, 
"  bailiffs,  and  commoitalty,  for  oHitinning  the  said  cat 
"  and  improving  the  ontfall  of  the  Wisbech  tiver  to 
"  sea ;  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
"  bridge  and  banks,  authorized  to  be  coiutrocted  by  this' 
"  act,  or  any  oS  them,  or  any  of  the  woi^  connected 
"  therewith,  shall  not  be  comnteneed  or  proceeded  in 
"  until  after  Uie  end  of  the  next  session  of  paiiiament." 
When  Ute  new  cut  is  made  to  deep  watet  at  Crabb^iole, 
the  sands  will  no  dobbt  rise  contiderably,  and  a  great' 
portiim  thoeof  may  be  taken  in  within  a  few  years. 

The  bridge  and  cross  embankments  will  also  have  a 
tsndency  to  induce  the  deposit  of  earth,  and  by  this 
means  protect  the  marshes  and  sands  lying  south  of 
the  latter.  It  is  to  be  obaerred,  that  the  salt  marshes 
which  the  sea  throws  up,  and  has  left,  and  is  still 
leaving  upon  the  coast,  (some  wherectf  are  embanked, 
and  some  lie  open)  are  higher  by  diree  or  four  feet  at 
least  than  the  Old  country,  and  every  marsh  newly  taken 
in  is  higher  than  that  which  was  taken  in  before  it, 
and  the  loi^^  it  is  before  a  marsh  be  takoa  in,  the 
higher  it  is  when  it  is  so  inclosed ;  so  that  the  highest 
fauds  in  this  level  country  are  those  which  lie  next  the 
sea,  the  waters,  therefore,  cannot  run  off  directly  to  sett- 
by  the  old  drains,  but  8<mie  other  means  must  be  devised 
to  carry  them  off,  and  without  good  ontfiilla,  sU  inward 
works  iuid  banks  are  fruitless.  Since  the  general  drainage 
of  the  fens,  there  never  was  evinced  a  more  universal 
spirit  for  improvement  than  at  the  jmsent  time.    We 


i  by  Google 


r 


"~  or  -rtn 

PKOPOSEI> 


1825 


Awwiwvs  Stctiem,  <iftke  Emii^ai^tt  at  B 


-Tt^xjrsM^^ 


fivpiKted  Mridfe 


ib,Google 


WISBECH. 

hftTB  aem  tliat  it  was  tiie  opioion  of  onr  snceston,  as 
.well  as  that  of  the  present  day,  that  an  improTed 
oBt&ll  was  a  most  desirable  object:  when  this  is  gained, 
we  have  only  to  follow  up,  in  the  best  manner  we 
possibly  can,  such  plans  and  works  as  are  moat  likely 
to  accomplish  the  design  began.  The  sea,  no  doubt, 
continues  to  retreat  as  it  has  done  for  ages,  which  must 
{;natly  facilitate  the  complete  drainage.  The  proposed 
channel  appears  to  be  well  calculated  to  afford  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  perfect  drainage  for  all  the  low 
bnda  in  the  north  level  and  Portsand,  and  of  providing 
for  the  safe  and  unobstructed  discharge  of  the  upland 
flooda,  and  thus  to  reficue  the  country  from  the  frequent 
losMS  and  general  insecurity  of  proper^,  occasicmed  by 
the  present  insufficient  and  precarious  outfall  through 
&attoii  Washway.  , 

The  line  of  drainage  designed  has  received  the  sanction 
al  men  of  talent,  such  as  Kinderley,  Mylne,  Goibome, 
Whitworth,  Watt^,  Ellstob,  Yeoman,  8cc.  whose  opinions 
are  of  wdght,  and  they  are  corrobtvated  by  the  most 
amoent  noen  of  the  present  day,  Messrs.  Rramie,  Td- 
foid,  Chapman,  &c.  which,-  we  are  willing  to  tnut, 
wiU  establish  in  the  minds  of  all  reasonable  men  the 
probable  success  of  the  intended  plan,  and  remove 
antnent  prejudices.  It  is  a  principle  that  no  man  can 
deny,  that  the  primary  object  in  the  drainage  of  a  flat 
conntiy  is  the  obtaining  of  a  good  end  permanent  out&ll : 
^e  shwter  the  course  by  which  the  waters  of  a  river 
are  conveyed  from  the  npiands  to  the  sea,  the  vaon 
readily  will  they  be  discharged ;  and  as  no  coarse  ia  so 
short  aa  a  straight  line,  the  nearer  the  chamiel  apprQ(tch«a 
thereto,  the  better.  "  Where  a  river  is  duly  confined,  th« 
"  preanue  ia  greatest,  and  the  sbwun  the  strongest  and 
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"  BmfbBet,  and  there,  conaeqaently,  tbe  efcuAel  mart 
"  ^tind  the  deepest.  Widen  a  cfaaBoel,  Kod  yoa  weaken 
*'  its  cvrrent ;  stmiteo,  and  you  strength^i  it ;  the 
«  fint  feedi  and  filb  np  the  dwHwl,  the  htt  grind* 
eit."» 


The  object,  in  fact,  of  the  me«aute  ha  bem  stated 
as  designed  to  afibrd  an  improred  drain^e  and  secoti^ 
from  inoodation,  sot  only  to  the  north  level  of  the  fent 
and  the  adjoining  conntry,  hot  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation to  Wtsbecb  and  Peterborough  from  the  sea ;  and 
the  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  north  level  seem  so  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  «f  the  meaawrer  that  they 
agree  to  take  upon  theoiBelves  the  lisk  and  expense  of 
executing  and  maintaimng  the  necessary  works,  on 
receiving  from  the  parties  who  are  to  dnive  advantage 
from  them,  contributions  in  proportion  to  those  ad- 
vantages, together  with  a  part  of  the  sands  that  will 
be  reclaimed,  and  of  the  OMrsh  lands  that  will  be 
protected  from  the  sea  by  the  proposed  woiks.  The 
measure  wfll  anbraee  many  distinct  interests,  but 
there  is  Utile  deabt,  when  it  ib  brou^t  forward  for 
execution,  that  the  general  interests  of  the  puUic  will 
be  strictly  attended  to,  and  n»  bwrtheaa  imposed  upon 
any  class  of  penoos,  for  whieb  they  do  not  recnve  » 
corresponding  benefit. 

The  corpention  ef  Bedford  level  have  always,  since 
the  passing  of  the  acts  ef  (Carles  II.  been  considered 
the  natoial  pfotectors  of  the  whole  of  that  tract  ef 
country,  and  have  ever  shewn  the  strongest  disposMon 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  pener  for  its  drainage^  as 

•  Kiirfaky,  f.st 
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wdl  as  to  guard  the  rights  of  the  fen  proprietoiB.  The 
taxes  laiseir  Undet  their  authority  amount  to  £  8,000t 
per  aAnom,  and  upwards,  ihe  whole  whereof  ii  tin'- 
ployed  for  thfe  genenl  benefit  of  the  dntin&ge  of  Uie 
country.  The  serriceS  rendered  by  the  board  ha^e  -from 
time  to  time  been  very  important,  and  the  poW^rB  vested 
in  them  are  acknowledged  to  have. been  alltayd  ezep* 
<naed  with  discretion  and  benefit  to  all  the  l^tflj  the 
proprietors  whereof  feel  satisfaction  in  placing  thfe 
ntinoat  confidence  in  that  honourable  and  respectable 
body ;  and  it  is  evrdent  that,  as'  a  cor{K)ritte  and 
powerful  body,  invested  with  considerable  funds  and 
powers,  they  have  the  means  of  eon^btiting  largely 
to  the  preservation  and  improTeiaent  i>t  this  -  e:ittenBiTe 
tract  of  country,  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  afe  inteivsted 
in  it  the  efforts  of  the  Bedford  level  ««rpofodon  and 
the  country  are  moved  by  the  same  impulse,  and  di- 
rected by  the  best  and  wisest  conclusions. 

T%efoUowit^  Noblemtn  and  GauUmeit  compoie  at  this 
time  (18^  the  HoUoatable  Corporation  0/  Bedford 
LaeL 

GOVEBNOB, 

The  Host  yoble  J<^,  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Ihe  Rev.  George  Leonard  Jenjms, 
William  Henry  FeUowes,  Esq.  M.  P. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Fhihp,  Earl  of  Haidwicke,  K.  O. 
John  Thurh>w  Dering,  Esq. 
Sir  C.  Mo^on,  BarU 
Thomas  Orton,  Esq. 
v2 
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CONSBRTATORSy 


The  Rt  Hon.  Charles  Yorke. 
Hany  S.  Waddii^;tOD,  Esq. 

Lord  Viscount  Milton. 
Wm.  Dunn  Gardner,  Eaq^ 
Richard  Orton,  Esq. 
Joseph  Vipan,  Esq. 
The  Marquis  of  Tavistock. 
William  Q.  Adam.  Esq. 
Jonathan  Page,  Eaq. 
William  Roberts,  Eaq< 


John  Fryer,  Esq. 
H.  J.  Nicfaolls,  Esq. 
Tycho  Wing,  Esq. 
Charlea  Jenyna,  Esq. 
R.  O.  Towidey,  Esq. 
George  Pryme,  Esq. 
John  J.Ai^enteiD,  Esq. 
Hon.  W.  Twistleton. 
Thomas  Spooner,  Esq. 
John  Hibbert,  ^ 


The  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  Survofor^General. 

Samuel  Wells,  Eaq.  Better. 

Steed  Girdlestone,  Esq.  Auditor. 

H.  R.  ETans,  Esq.  JReaher  and  Expen^oT'Generel. 


Having  given  an  ontUne  of  the  diiferent  changes  in 
the  state  of  the  Great  Level,  we  now  proceed^  in  the 
teeond  phct,  with  a  de«iiptii»i  of  that  part  of  it 
called  the  Isle  of  Ely. 
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THE   ISLE   OF   ELT. 


In  the  nfpttet  of  Peterboronglt  it  is  said,  that  in  the- 
conntiy  of  the  Gyrvii,  (being  those  which  inhabit  near  the 
fens)  there  is  a  famons  monasteiy,*  heretofore  called 
Meddianutead,  but  now  Burgh,t  within  which  precinct 
Ely  is  situatedpheing  an  isUnd  cwtaining  tw^ty-two 
towns,  ciMupaased  on  every  side  with  waters,  and  where- 
nnto  there  are  four  causeways.}  This  island  was  made 
duHce  of  for  a  place  of  voluntary  retirement  by  those 
who,  out  of  great  piety,  betook  themselves  wholly  to  the 
■CTrice  of  God,  and  strict  abstinence ;  and  though  these 
pioiu  votaries  first  settled  here,  as  a  place  of  solitnde,  yet 
the  c<«iveniency  of  fish,  which  was  the  chief  part  of  their 
Caod,  was  anodier  reason  for  svch  choice,  for  after  the 


*  DagUa,  p.  178.    TLa  Snt  ■ 
htm  tMOidsd  *.  B.  tro,  into  wlikA  the  ^tter  Ot  BL  Aatbaay  retind. 

t  Now  dllad  PsteriMntm^  "  Bmgh  "  wh  duncteiiMic  of  ■  8i 
titj  i  ••  Ceatn,"  of  >  Romui. 

t  Tke  nptUT  of  Bnatej  mjt,  "  The  enlmcM  iMo  the  fei*  * 
'•flit,  *t  littbpott;  noond,  at  Stmlneyi  third,  at  AMmhMh*  Bf 
asdima,Marilli8ria*" 
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role  of  St  Benedict*  came  to  be  observed  io  the  Christian 
world,  the  monlu  of  that  order  abstained  from  the  uee 
of  flesh;    which  rule  was  in  so  high  an  esteem,  that 


*  The  Beuadictine  oi^r  of  monlu  wu  the  moit  tncient  nnce  llie 
8«xoii« ;  tbrj  won  ■  looae  bUck  gown,  with  Urge  wide  ileeTH,  and  &  cowl 
on  their  beadi,  ending  in  i  point  behind.  In  the  Canon  i*w,  tbeyare 
Uilod  BUck  Friin,  fWun  the  cokrar  of  their  habit :  thii  order  produced  a 
great  nomber  of  emimeDt  writen  and  learned  tten.  A  brief  ndtal  of  tbeU 
rolea  majr  probaUy  not  be  unacceptable  : — Firat,  ai  to  the  Hmtn  of  prayer 
in  the  chapel ;  the;  were  obliged  to  perfbrm  their  devotioD  teven  timea 
within  the  fi>nr-aad -twenty  honra ;  they  are  contnoolj  noged  under  then 
diitiDctioB* ;— firat,  at  cock-crowing,  or  tlia  Nattumai :  thia  aarrjca  ma 
performed  at  two  o'clock  in  the  moniing  ;  the  grotuid  for  [ntching  i^on  thii 
hour  ii  taken  partly  from  Dand'i  laying,  "  At  midni^t  I  will  piaiae  the 
"  Lord  ;"  and  pertly  frem  a  itaditton  of  oar  Sanour'i  Mb%  trma  the  dead 
ahoBt  that  tine. 

our  compatation,  at  lii  o'clock.  At  thi*  time  the  Jewiab  mMtiiiig  McriGca 
wu  offered.  The  ugeli,  likewise,  are  auppoaed  to  hare  acquainted  the 
women  with  our  Sanour'a  renundion  at  thk  boor. 

Thirdly,  the  Tiirei,  which  wm  at  nioa  in  tha  auning,  wh«*  wir 
SiTiour  wai  condemned  and  Koorged  by  Pilate. 

Fourth^,  the  SdIi,  oi  twelve  at  Doon,  when  ou  SaTionr  wa«  cmdfieit 
and  the  lun  eclipied  to  a  total  du^eaa. 

Fifthly,  the  iVonc,  or  three  in  the  afternoon ;  at  thia  boor  oar  SftTiow 
ex[dred,  and  beaidei,  it  waa  a  time  tbr  public  prayer  in  the  lempk. 

Sixthly,  Ve^ien :  theae  were  laid  at  ati  in  the  aftanuNNk ;  the  leavn 
for  the  time  ia,  bccauie  the  eTeniog  aacriGce  wa«  than  offered  in  the  Jewiih 
temple,  and  our  bleHed  Sanoar  ia  auppoaed  to  haTo  been  taken  l^nni 
from  the  croaa  at  thia  hour, 

Seyenthly,  the  Complitit:  tliia  aerrice  iraa  peHbrmed  after  aeren, 
when  our  Siviour'a  agony  in  the  garden  waa  belieied  to  begin. 

The  monkt,  going  to  bed  at  eight,  had  aii  l)oura  to  ileep  befine  the 
Nactunvt  began  1  neither,  if  they  want  to.  bed  afterwnrda,  waa  it  lechoMd 
B  bult,  but  after  Uoliiu  tfwy  were  not  allowed  that  liberty. 

To  proceed ; — after  the  tolling  of  the  bell  for  pnyen,  the  aNnka  won 
iqunadiata^  to  leave  off  their  buaiueaa ;  and  here  the  Cram,  it  iiieMi.  waa 
•0  atnct,  (hat  thoae  who  c^ed  booka,  or  were  clerka  is  any  hnriniiai.  wad 
bad  begun  a  Tnt  letter,  were  not  allowed  to  £aiah  it.    TboM  who  weM 
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aS  the  monaateries  then  in  being  in  the  realm  began 
with  mnch  reverence  to  maintain  a  strict  r^;ard  to  its 
fnmnons. 


ifcwt,  mi  tmflajti  to  A»  barfMMof  tbchoaM.wan  redtoMd  ptMcnt 
■■  to  eicoM  mod  dn^,  wd  thit  tkey  mi^t  nat  aatvi  bj  being  BliewheM, 
thaf  wera  particnhH;  raccamcnded  to  tbe  Diiing  pratsction. 

The  MoiLi  wan  oUifed  to  go  *ln;>  two  together ;  thi*  wu  done  to 
(M*d  theii  coidacl,  to  jmmtpt  thea  to  good  thought!,  lod  ftmiih  them 
wia  B  witneM  t»Mta^  thair  hahavtour. 

Fnn  Enrtir  tt  iruiwatMi,  they  dined  at  twetre  vx)  tapped  Kt  lii  i  in 
lUf  EatsiTil  the  primhiTe  chorch  obaerred  no  luu ;  U  other  tusai  tha 
lUiglmu  were  bo«nd  to  bat  antil  thrae  o'dock  oo  TTarfuwJay  ind  Fridayi ; 
At  tmlra  di^  in  CMtMO)  were  excepted  In  thii  Cmen. 

Evetjrd^inLeiutktjwenaijainedtobetnntQ  lixin  tike  eresiBg. 
Dning  thi*  loteBDi^  they  retrenched  llieir  refrtdunent*,  and  cane  to 
■hBteaunta  in  ateep  and  eatiag,  ami  ipent  nore  tine  in  their  derotiona ; 
h«ara*er  they  yret*  not  to  go  into  an;  Tolnnlary  aiutericiea  without  leave 
ha  dM  abbot. 

Thaj  were  aot  albwed  to  talk  in  the  teJectory  at  meala;  bat  were 
U  haarten  to  the  acriptmea  read  to  then  at  that  tima. 

The  Sfttauriaiu  wen  to  dine  bjr  themaelTea  after  the  nat.  Theae 
Stflimmuu  wcia  ao  caDeil,  becanae  their  oflca  cvntlnDad  bat  a  week, lucli 
aa  IJba  Kader,  waf  tare,  cook;  be. 

ThoM  lAo  WMB  ahwnt  aboat  hnahmaa  hal  the  ame  homi  of  prayer 
inacrihad  Omm,  thongh  (it  may  be)  not  oU^  to  the  aane  bngth  o( 


Thoaa  aent  abfovl,  and  eipaeting  to  retam  at  n^ht,  were  forUdden  to 
•al  anlO  they  case  bone ;  bnt  thia  Canon  waa  aometimea  diapenaed  witb. 

Tba  Cue^liae  waa  to  ba  aolamnly  ao^  aboat  aercai  at  niglit.  Tha 
atrricc  coDdoded  with  thia  Tane, — "  Set  a  watch,  O  Iiotd,  bafitn  ny 
■■  BoMb,  and  keep  tha  door  of  aay  Upa."  .ifter  the  CnapJiaa,  they  wera 
■at  allowed  to  talk,  bnt  to  go  to  bad  iinartiaHily ;  they  wete  all  to  aleep  in 
tba  aaae  demitory,  bat  not  two  tn  a  bed ; — they  lay  in  tlieir  dotbaa. 
SbbD  bnlla  only  put  them  ttem  tha  table,  bat  for  greater,  they  mte  haired 
ralitinna  cohere*,  or  exclmted  the  Chmptl,  and  here,  none  waa  to  conrena 
with  any  peiaoa  eicoannaicatad,  oadei  the  penalty  of  tba  aama  Cmart. 
iMonigiUa  oiBiaaU  were  aspded  the  monaaterlea. 

Wbaa  a  Bnthir  waa  raceirad  alUr  eipoUMt,  b*  loat  hi*  Mnioiity,  and 
«M  {head  the  iHt  to  tba  CM«Mt. 
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"  Cntendime  Fidd,"  bat  the  exact  utuftlioa  u  not 
discoverable.  Etbeldreda  gave  liie  whole  uland  to 
h^  motaatery,  and  obtained  from  pc^  Benedict  great 
iniDiunitiea  and  prinlegea  for  the  new  eBtabliahment. 
However  these  institutMHU  might  afterwards  degeoerate> 
we  miwt  acknowledge  that  to  the  monasterieB  of  old 
we  are  highly  indebted  for  many  useful  arts  and  im- 
provem«its;  they  may  indeed  be  considefed  as  colleges 
under  another  name,  and  we  should  form  unjust  ideaa 
of  them  in  genend,  if  we  relied  solely  aa  the  report  of 
those  concerned  in  their  diH(4at)on.  In  their  early  state 
they  wete  undoubtedly  seminariefl,  Rb  well  for  acquirii^; 
the  finer  arts,  as  for  incidc^ii^  good  morals  and 
chrifltian  iastmctionB,  and  it  has  been  observed,  that 
had  not  the  monks  bestowed  the  pains  of  copying 
books,  the  learning  of  the  uicients  would  have  been 
lost  for  ever.*  £theldreda>  havii^  accomplished  the 
A.D.  foundation,  was  made  abbess,  and  seven  yean  after 
fi?g.  departed  this  hft  on  9th  July  a.d.679,  the  holy  man 
Huna  cdebratii^;  the  funer^;  soon  after  her  death,  ho 
withdrew  to  a  little  island  not  far  from  ^y,  founded 
a  church  there,  and  Uved  in  great  solitude,  the  same 
bang  thereupofii  cidled  Hnneye.i-  Tht  monaatery 
flourished  with  great  honaur,  and  its  innwAei  remained 
870.  in  peace  and  security  for  many  years,  until  870,  when 
the  Danea^  whose  object  was  plunder  and  the  spoliation 


*  TboN  nio  wen  m>  diqwaol  wen  ftimkhrd  with  ciniTMueiiMt  t»t 
Sfeiadatadji  UwibUBa  wen  very  •ecricMUe  pUcM  for  the  edncatiaB  of 
jonng  voglt ;  eTeiy  coDfent  bad  amm  pcmm  »t  nora  UBgned  fct  thU 
>ininmi  To  the  abbiBi  wa  ueoblipMibTmaiiof  dbt  hiatoruaii  botliaf 
dMKcb  mi  ■Me—Caliwr'*  EeeU,.  Hit. 

t  HoD^FirM,  B  C)i>lten>,  It  cillcd.  Bftei  tbii  udent  prieit  Hmu,  to 
irtkh  pUce  he  b  nippowd  to  hm  retiied. 

t  Tlia  thne  ubnds  of  Elj,  Tbuet,  ud  Sluippjr,  which  were  clxaai 
iudiepiKp<wMOf  MlitudeMiiL  MtwpUtioa,  becaaw  of  Unii  NQipaiad 
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of  the  country,  bBvii^  made  an  invaHOQ  ia  thia  put  of 
the  realm,  diwovered  this  place  of  retirement,  and  uich 
was  thai  inhumanity,  that  after  having  r&nsached  the 
church  ot  Ely  of  all  its  omamenta  and  wealth,  they 
turned  wit  the  defenceless  nuns,  and  burnt  the  buildings 
(o  the  ground :  they  next  proceeded  to  the  destmctioa 
of  the  abb^B  of  Crowland,  Thomey,  Ramsey,  and 
Medehamstead,  as  well  as  of  many  other  places  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Certain  priests  then  possessed  themselres  of  the  a 
revenues  of  this  religious  foundation,  until  the  first  year  9 
of  Edgar,*  when  Ethelwold,  bishop  of  Winchester,  the 
king's  confessor,  purchased  the  whole  district  d  the 
isle  of  Ely  of  the  king,  with  the  {ffivilege,  **  that  it 
"  should  ever  be  free  from  any  regal  tribute  or  ez- 
"  action ;"  and,  with  other  concessions,  the  king  added 
forty  hides  of  land  in  the  town  of  Hatfield  ;  and  having 
10  doDBf  Ethelwold,  after  having  established  a  certain 
uafflbo:  oi  monks  there,  constituted  Brythnod,  provoet 
of  Winchester,  the  first  abbot  thereof,  who  exerted 
l^ilIHfflf  to  complete  the  repairs  of  the  cwventnal 
cbnich.  Thia  afterwards  became  one  of  the  moat 
■plaidid,  as  its  ronains  are  now  one  of  the  most  cniioua 
monnments  of  ecclesiastical  antiquity  in  this  kingdom. 


D  of  the  I 
(  could  nvre,  or  tratUi  Imid.  The  Denea,  after  obtaJniBg  ■ 
eetdeneat  heret  chuAj  iefaebited  the  north  of  F»|>y**<^  *nA  the  Sasoiis 
IW  aoBth.  Tbs  drend  of  11m  cnultiM  •xeiciMd  b;  Uw  Dwm  U  nid  to 
lore  eoBtiBBed  upon  Ae  mind  for  egee,  is  die  narthiiii  parta. 

>  Kwg  ^gu.waa  a  greU  friend  to  monaateiiea  j-^e  bnilt  Md  ra- 
•diied  BKajakbaj*;  he  «1m  mived  tlie  naval  glory  of  England,  ud  i* 
■U  u  have  beaa  mnd  down  the  nrat  Deo  by  eight  kingt,  hia  vmhIs, 


i  by  Google 


le  HISTORY   OF 

A.D.  Abbot  Britlmod*  first  set  forth  the  limits  of  the  ide, 
976.  assisted  by  Leo,  a  monk,  and  for  a  perpetaal  evidence 
of  the  poasemions  belonging  to  his  chuich,  caused  a 
deep  ditch  to  be  cut  through  the  main  body  of  the  fen, 
called  Abbot's  Belf,  to  lemain  as  a  boundary  between 
the  respective  poeses8ions.t    This  monastery  was  largely 


*  Abbot  Biithnod  ii  uid  to  biTo  been  ilun  by  the  oiden  of  EUidi, 
qnrcn  damper  of  king  Edgu.  Tbera  WM  alao  ■  doke  Brithaotk,  a 
•oUema  of  tk  finl  nakin  lh«  cowt  of  king  Edgw,  who  wu  pscticalwtj 
Uwnl  to  tka  diHTcb  of  EIj.  Bsnthtm,  p.  S5.  BrithiMtli  wu  doke  «l 
Nonbumberluid,  and  WHDetiine*  called  AUermaDi  be  fcO  in  an  engagamcKt 
witbtbeDiniihiDTaden,  a.  d.  991.  Amoog  the  MSS.  in  the  Cottaoian 
Itbiaiy,  b  a  fNfmeul  oa  the  death  of  Brithaotb,  in  Aagla-SazaB  poatij, 
dlatingnlahed  by  greet  tfuit  asd  eloqveace.  Tha  potB  tl  m  ptaiae  <tf  the 
warlike  eiploita  aad  death  of  thii  nobleawu.  The  title  of  duke  waa,  ia 
tcilitj,  tnt  bnraght  into  Eoglaod  by  kiag  Edwwd  III.  who  created  bi| 
eldFtt  una,  dnks  of  Cornwall.  For  thongh  we  fod  in  Latin  hiriorian*  the 
word"Du"  Biad,  and  budj  "  Diicei"  alain  in  die  DaniA  in*s«on, 
]ret  tbey  wen  not  dakea,  bnt  goveimon  of  pnmneea. 

t  The  iale  of  Elj,  ttncdj  afwakiag,  ia  iiaX  Urge  tract  of  high  groimd. 
(of  wbich  the  cit;  of  El;  is  the  priadpal  place,  and  giTCi  umo  to  the 
whole)  —  in  which  aix  included  the  *illag«  of  Strethim  and  Thetlbrd, 
WilboTton.  HaddenhaM,  Sotloa,  Uepal.  Hanea,  Witcban,  Wentwoith, 
VitehlHd,  Downham,  mi  Chettiihaa,  Baking  oollactivelf  bnt  ome  ialMd.  - 
littleport,  Coreaej,  and  Stantnay,  (thongh  aoowtiBM  recfconed  paif  of  jt) 
were,  in  their  oiiginil  itate,  disjointed  b;  nnall  intcmla  of  the  (ennj 
grannd,  and,  therefore,  mre  diatinct  ialanda  of  theauehea  ;  but  the  thio* 
bsodreda  bebnging  to  the  iale  extend  fhn  the  bridge  at  Tid  SC  Gilee,  oa 
the  noith,  to  Upware,  below  Stictham  Here,  on  tbe  aonth,  twen^-eiglrt 
Bdee  in  length ;  and  from  Abbot'a  DeU,  near  Sobam,  (where  the  Detf 
brii^  waa  re-boUt  bjr  tbe  dean  and  chatter  of  Hj  a  1769)  on  tbe  eait,  t* 
the  riTer  Nene,  beyond  Whittleaey,  on  the  weft,  twentf-ire  milee  ia 
breadth.  Thk  whole  diatriet  mcMea  (bwdea  the  Ue  of  Elj,  properif . 
M  calM)  aa* era!  eonnderable  towna  and  rillegea,  aa  Wiabech,  March, 
Cbatiaria,  Daddisgtin,  ^,  Ontwell,  Upwdl,  Welnej,  WhirtWieny, 
T^Mmey,  Lneringlon,  Newton,  Tid  St.  Gilee,  &c  the  whole  whereof 
ia  now  called  the  Iale  irf  Etj,  andia,  aa  a  conntj  palatine,  nhi«ct  U  te-' 
lord  btihop  of  S3j.  .     - 
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endowed  with  hiuls  by  the  sbbot  Brithaod,  tnd  <rther>  " 
wise  richly  beautified  thioogh  the  bounty  of  many 
aeaknu  people ;  multitudes,  for  derotJon's  aoke,  flocked 
bith»,  and  king  Canute,  with  his  queen  Emma,  kept  a.d. 
the  feast  of  the  purification  at  Ely,  and  as  there  was  1030. 
no  otho'  access  but  by  shipping,  he  accordingly  set 
sail  thitherward,  Where,  being  received  with  solemn 
procession,  and  brought  into  the  church,  he  ratified  all 
the  donations,  before  those  present,  which  had  been 
conferred  by  his  royal  predecessors,  kings  of  England, 
with  their  immunities,  upon  the  high  altar ;  which 
pririleges  were  again  confirmed  by  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, who  is  said  to  have  received  the  early  part  of 
his  education  here.  This  place  was  considered  so  secure, 
by  reaaoD  of  the  vast  and  deep  wat»8  wherein  it  was 
situated,  that  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor, 
when  the  Duma  threatened  another  invasion,  treasures 
were  sent  here  for  [Mtttectton;  but  the  most  signal 
taitimony  of  the  strength  of  this  place,  on  account  of 
the  said  waters  encompassing  it,  is,  that  during  the 
confosioa  occaeioned  by  the  Norman  invasion,  divers  106& 
irf*  the  {«ineipal  nobility  of  the  English  nation  made 
this  place  their  greatest  refiige  against  the  strength  and 
power  of  the  Iforman  c<mqueror,  and  were  able,  for  a 
considerable  time,  to  hold  out  a  defence  against  a  moat 
powerfiil  army  brought  for  BUbd.aing  it. 

lu  Defence  againtt  Wiiliam  the  Conqueror, 

Notwithatanding  that  William,  duke  of  Normandy, 
had  gained  his  great  and  decisive  victory  of  Hastings^ 
■oue  ttepa  were  taken  by  the  English  tovrards  adjusting 
their  disjwited  government,  and  uniting  themselves 
against  the  cwnmon  enemy.    Two  potmt  earls,  Edwin 
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and  Morcttr,  trho  faad  fled  to  London,  with  the  remabidft 
of  their  broken  army,  took  the  lead  on  the  occamon ;  in 
concert  with  Stigand,  archbiahop  of  Canterbary,  ihey 
proclaimed  Edgar  Athding,  the  only  heir  of  the  SaxoQ 
line,  to  be  king.*  However,  the  two  earb,  despairing 
of  making  any  effectual  resistance,  retired  with  their 
troopx  to  their  own  provinces,  and  as  soon  as  William 
passed  the  Thames,  Stigand  made  submission,  and 
Edgar  Atheling,  who  was  ill  qualified  to  govern,  yielded 
to  his  authority.  Still  discontents  and  secret  cod- 
Bpiraciea  multiplied  in  various  parts  against  the  new 
government.  Tburstan,  the  seventh  abbot  of  Ely, 
wilting  to  BUppcfft  the  interest  of  Edgar  Atheling,  gave 
asuBtance  and  shelter  to  several  English  lords,  deter- 
mined to  defend  their  country  againet  one  whom  they 
regarded  as  an  usurper,  end  the  natural  strength  of  this 
isle  was  supposed  capaUe  of  resisting  the  progress  of 
William's  anny;  Stigand  also,  being  looked  upoa  with 
a  jealous  eye  by  the  Conqueror,  afterwards  fled  into 
the  isle  for  safety,  so  likewise  did  Egfnd,  abbot  of 
St.  Alban's,  with  the  treasures  of  hia  church,  also  the 
earls  Edwin  and  Morear,  with  Edelwine,  bishop  of 
Dmrham,  besides  many  thousands  of  the  clergy  and 
laity.  The  noblemen  understanding  that  Hereward, 
lord  of  Brunne,*f-  in  Lincolnshire,  (youngest  son  at 
Leofric,  earl  of  Mercia,)  a  person  renowned  for  valour 
and  military  skill,  was  returned  from  abroad,  whither  he 
had  been  banished,  sent  fot  him  to  join  in  the  defence 
of  th^  native  country ;  with  which  request  Hereward 
wUlingly  complied,  and  was  rec^ved  with  great  honor, 
aa  well  by  the  abbot  and  hia  monks,  aa  by  the  noble 
fenoOB  there,    viz.  Edwin,  and  Morear,  his  brother, 

*  Homa.  t  Boon,  ia  Umlttddre. 
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nidi  'die  eui  of  Warwick,  and  other  fminent  men, 
who,  having  been  miutfa  opprewed  by  ^e  Conqueror, 
had  fled  tlutber.* 

When  king  William  was  infmmed  tiiereof,  he  resolved 
to  obtain  the  iale  by  aHsanlt,  and  thereupon  caused  a 
nadexvona  of  his  whole  army  at  Alrehede,  i*  bnt  he 
conM  make  no  impre&si<m  an  the  isle,  and  having 
BBBtaiaed  sevetU  diaasters,  departed  with  little  or  no 
hope  of  conqnehng  it. 

Maay  noUe  exploits  were  performed  by  Herewon) 
dnrii^  the  siege,  who  beat  hb  adversaries,  and  deloded 
them  ao  often,  that  he  obtained  lasting  renown  bj 
BUBtaining  the  tottering  rains  of  the  coaiitzy< 

Hoto  the  King  obtaaud  Potutno*  tKertof. 

The  king,  obeoving  that  all  his  endeavoiiTs  to  conqaer 
the  isle  by  force  were  firustrated  by  the  obstinate  valour 
of  its  dtfeoden ;  having  lost  many  men  in  the  attampt, 
and  cfMuidering,  as  he  wanted  to  go  into  Nomandy,  it 
would  be  onsafe  to  leave  such  an  enemy  behind  him, 
had  recourse  to  other  expedients,  and  even  manifested 
a  willingness  to  mdte  terms  with  an  enemy  whom  he 
could  not  evero(«ne  by  arms.  At  length,  by  the  connsd 
of  William,  bishop  of  Hereford,  and  others,  the  king 
came  to  a  determination,  that  all  the  estates,  manors. 


•  UoiMhed  (p.  10)  mmAtmw  Ae  EnglUi  noMitr,  with  H«nwtt^ 
hki^lHbcs  in  ike  nla  of  Bia,  to  defcnd  AaaMlrei  from  tha  iojaiiM 

t  CalM  Anlmb  at  Ifate  niwiat  d«;,  aew  whid  tlMn  !■  ■  HiStUT 
nifinitflltobeMn.    Dii|<We,  p.  18«. 
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and  posaesaiou*  bebnging  to  the  abbc^,  whlblt  hf 
without  the  compaaa  of  the  iale,  Bhould  be  seized  oa 
and  divided  amongst  bis  Boldiere,  who  wootd  thereby 
be  excited  to  more  than  ordinary  diligence :  the  monks 
having  knowledge  of  this,  consulted  with  theii  abbot, 
^nd  resolved  not  only  to  yield  peaceably  to  the  king> 
in  case  he  would  honourably  restore  them  all  the 
manon  and  lands  belonging  to  their  church,  bat  to 
five  him  one  thousand  marks;  and  accwdingly,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  noble  HereTaid,  made  that  tender 
to  the  king  at  Warwick,  who  received  the  proposal  with 
approbation.  Uereward,  being  informed  of  this  step, 
at  first,  in  his  rage,  restdved  to  set  fire  to  the  church 
.and  town,  but  desisted  at  the  earnest  prayer  of  the 
A.D.  monks;  still,  refusing  himself  to  submit,  he  left  the 
1073.  isle,*  it  being  the  seventh  year  of  his  holding  of  the 
same  against  the  king. 

■After  the  Surrender  of  the  hit  to  the  King,  how 
it  becaine  a  BuJu^rick,  and  how  the  Cotivtntual 
CAwFci  VMM  ajierwardi  converted  into  a  Cathedral 
by  Henry  VIII. 

1073.  King  William,  having  now  got  possession  of  the  isle, 
in  order  to  protect  himself  from  the  like  annoyance  from 
the   same  quarter  in   future,  ctMupelled  the  abbot   to 


''  *  Tbotifcli  It  u  Mtid  tkkt  H«rewaid  nnar  cuiad  to  conMit  bottSa 
neMOTM  tgiinit  the  Cai^aav,  stiU  ba  had  aM  oal;  tlw  lingiiUT  ftntmia 
to  Ncape  daMh  or  impriw tint  in  tliMa  tvbakat  timi,  bat,  which  ia 
Bora  ramtikiUs,  it  ^ipean  tbat  bii  wtrtM  llMeuMJtrt  to  hia  bein  ;  fbi  hia 
,4nl;  dangltfa'  '^  bail  maniad  Hogb  de  Eveokora,  Iwd  at  Daapin|.  ia 
liBcobuhire,  bam  wham  the  gnat  kiddup  of  Branpe  (UaTewatd'a 
fiatifaBaair)  dMcaalad  by  faHtb  Iwiif,  to  the  &«iliei  of  Baltoa,  Fiu- 
OiDwit,  and  Mftlu. 
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***■'■***»■»  a.  fiwM  ot  forty  soldien*  for  its  MCuritf ,  who 
had  thor  c<MUtant  diet  in  hit  hall,  as  also  daily  pay  at 
the  haDdfl  of  the  edlarer,  and  he  likewise  caused  a  castle 
to  be  btiilt  AT  WisBECH,t  to  OTerawe  and'  coDtnJ  that 
port  of  the  conntiy.  A  monk  named  Godfrey  havii^,  a 
few  years  after  the  surrender,  acquired  the  administration 
of  the  abbey,  had  anfficient  inflaence  with  king  WiUiam 
to  obtain  a  charter,  and  get  the  same  confirmed,  f<v 
putting  the  church  of  Ely  "  in  possession  of  all  the 
"  royalties,  rights,  and  privileges  which  it  enjoyed  at 
"  king  Edward's  death."  With  these  renewed  privileges, 
riches  in  great  abundance  soon  flowed  in,  %  and  the 
c<^ege  festivals  and  solonn  hohdays  were  celebrated 

*  Tbu  drcnaataaca  wn  raBmamontad  by  u  ■ncisnt  painting  to  be 
■MB  ia  the  duimj,  known  u  Tabula  **—■"■  Thei«  ue  fetr  plocM  of 
EB|lidi  utiqBhj  tbM  ban  aftoJad  aon  amtuBmeBt  to  tto  cnrioM,  tbu 
tba  wrwuwuatif  |fTM  to  coitain  knlghta  aad  moaka  «f  E3f  in  thia 
pdnting  ;  mt«b1  copiBa  banc  b«^  puUialiad— «b*  ii  M  tba  AabmdaMl 
M—uiini,  Oxfiud ;  and  in  Banthav'a  By,  p.  106,  la  a  npraaantation  of  tbia 
Tibala.  It  appear*  that  tba  kni^tl  and  (entlenien  tbere  rapreaanted 
wne  aoBa  of  the  principd  tttea*  in  Wfllian'a  amjr,  and  Of  AuoIBm 
■■ktaff  tba  fnatoat  ipn  at  that  (ina,  tbair  dMoendanta  atm  baarin( 
tb*  awaa  nmt.  Tba  diflcnltjr  ia  to  dateiaine  at  what  tina  tboie  anns 
mow  fint  pat  up  in  tba  oanmon  hall  of  tbe  monatterjr.  It  WW  nanal  witb 
tba  king  to  qoaitar  bia  aoUien  on  tbe  miniaitaTiea  in  nunj  pbcea  in  tbe 
kingdOB,  baftre  fad^'  aarriea  mM  bed :  on  WiOiaK  taking  tbe  iala  jb^ 
fttM,  ba  want  to  t^  moaattmj,  and  tba  abbot  awl  auaka  being  tmdei 
tfa  atpbaanre.  ha  flncad  lbet«ln  a  ahOciant  nnmber  of  addiara  to  keep 
tteMoakainewe,  and  aftarward*  tbe  BOiaateij  ma  £zed  bj  tbekni^te* 
■anien  to  fad  Ibi^  MUiai*. 

t  HattbawParia  nenliliBatbe  fcnaaandar  Haraward,  and  WiDiem't 
fl  I  inn  ill  II I  tba  lain  with  an  aiBj  and  bnUding  a  ceatle,  in  tba  fcUowiag 
wtida!— "CMteOoHiBlecoqm  WiaabanH  didtar,  efandamimtla  emit. 
"Qaod  cnMMh«M»rfi^eot»oTiawnt,B»nBap*wter«ol»»Hi 
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after  this  time  with  such  aumptuoiiB  pnnruioD  tad 
statdy  pomp,  that  they  are  said  "  to  have  woniie  the 
"  praise  and  prize  Jrom  all  the  abbeys  in  Eogland ;" 
whereupon  a  poet  of  that  age  wrote  these  Tenes : 

Pngriiii  iliii  ^T'T"*'r  foitt  rldeM. 
Eat  qnui  praruk  Bocts  vidcn  diem. 

Se«,  after  otliei',  Rj  ftHta,  aad  tartly  thoa  wilt  bj. 
Tint,  havipf  Ken  tb«  aigfatbefoie,  tboii«e««taoir  thedar- 

A.D.  When  Godfrey  was  removed  to  Malmsbury,  Simeon, 
1081.  brother  to  the  bi^op  of  Winchester,  was  appointed  to 
the  abbacy,  and  mod  after  his  promotion,  lud  the 
fouidatioD  of  the  present  magnificent  and  stnpendous 
structure,  which  is  to  be  CMuidered  as  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  elaborate  remains  of  antiquity  now 
existing  in  this  island,  containing  a  complete  system 
of  architectural  and  sculptaral  taste,  and  displaying  a 
un^lar  intermixture  of  the  Saxon,  Noiman,  and  Gothic 
styles  of  building.*  Richard,  the  successor  of  Simeon, 
prosecuted  the  structure  with  dilig^ice ;  be  was  son  of 
earl  Gislebert,  and  the  last  abbot;  and  his  revenues 
being  so  coDsiderable,t  that  be  could  not  endure  to  live 

*  The  rerf  kbie  wd  inteteitiBf  H'uMtj  of  Ibdi  noble  edUce,  hj 
Junei  Bentlum,  M.  A.  Biaor  noon  of  Vlj,  ud  tlie  Sapplcaent  lo  tint 
work,  publiihed  in  1817,  by  Sterenwrn,  Matebatt,  tai  Starewon,  of 
Norwich,  ua  too  well  known  to  require  taj  other  ncrtiee  tbw  the  Bei« 
mention  of  tl^ee  famlnble  woiti.  To  them  m>j  be  added,  n  jodictOM 
trratiM  on  the  Mme  jneahenwible  idtject,  bj  the  Her.  G.  MiDan,  minor 
noon  of  Elf ;  ■  vohnw  of  ieee  pratenmou,  but  written  in  a  ptearing  atjle, 
•od  {thutnted  bj  enfrarlnft  of  elngnlar  deameaa  and  been^. 

f  Tha  annnat  rerenBea^  of  the  abbey  aie  nid  to  have  aaMUIed  at 
thia  time  to  £  1,400.  It  ia  eakalated  that  in  the  time  of  WWiam  the 
Cooqnerof .  inch  >nai  waa  eqnlTalent  to  twelre  tfanei  the  amoimt  m  lBt6  ; 
ia  the  time  of  Hanij  VUL  it  wodd  be  »qiiil  to  Ave  timcK, 
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ander  the  biehop  of  Uncoln,  (to  whoae  diocese  the 
iflle  of  Ely  and  Cunbridgeshire  then  belonged)  he 
suggested  to  king  Heniy  I.  that  this  wonld  be  a  fit 
pbee  for  an  Episcopal  See  ;  and  baring  procured 
the  pope's  consent,  he  obtained  that  also  of  the  king, 
hoping  to  have  been  the  first  bishop  of  this  new  diocese; 
bot  he  did  not  live  to  taste  the  sweets  of  his  industry 
and  ambition.  The  king,  aerertheless,  completed  bib 
design  of  erecUog  the  abbey  into  a  see,  and  baring 
bestowed  the  manors  of  SpaMwicke,  Brickleswortb,  and 
Bnckden  upon  the  bishop  of  Lincobi,  in  recompense  fw 
the  loM  which  the  said  bishop  sustained  by  exempting 
the  county  of'  Camlmdge  from  his  jurisdiction,  he 
made  Harrey,*  bishop  of  Bangor,  in  Wales,  the  pirst 
Bishop  of  Ely;  and  that  the rerenues  of  the  bishoprick 
might  afford  him  honourable  support,  he  assigned  a 
part  of  the  profits  of  the  abbey  to  the  new  see,  and 
reduced  the  number  of  mimks  from  serenty  to  forty. 

Tike  ahbey  being  now  conrerted  into  a  conrmtual 
chinch.  Hairy  I.  immediately  afWwards  granted  a 
charter,  by  which  he  allowed  that  the  church  of  Ely 
ahooM  contiooe  to  have  the  same  pririleges  and  liberties 
as  it  had,  "  Die  qn&  Edwardus  virus  et  mortuus  fiiit;" 
and  the  bishops,  in  place  of  the  abbots,  were  considered 
as  mrested  with  the  temporal  jurisdiction  of  the  isle.f 
At   that  time  there  was  not  any  other  access  to  the 


*  EuTejwudrlTMibmakuMeof  Bangorliytke  tnmnltiioai  Webb, 
lu  fading  imr  iritb  tiM  Hag,  wt*  prefemd  U  Bjr,  lAich  i*  tba  onlj 
■Mqr  that  wu  cosTeitad  into  >  ■««  i —  "  Rax  Hsnricna  AbbatiuB  EUeniii 
"  k  apiKopalvB  Mdoa  oooiBataiit."  Matthaw  of  WettmiuMr,  p.  143. 
KkiL 

t  Biabt^  w«N  brfHe  MBki  b  mMt  pbeei,  but  ia  ih*  Mun^  of 
Cnbridfa  waki  were  beftre  Uibop*.  In  the  atbednl,  the  biibop  ocn- 
fiM  wbat  WM  Ite  *bkM'f  iMt,  wd  the  dew  that  of  U»  frioc. 
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isle  than  by  ship*  and  boatoj  this  bishop,  thenfcre, 
A.  D.  being  dcsirons  of  having  a  way  or  road  throu^  the  ha, 
1133.  made  that  cauaew^  which  still  retains  the  name  of 
"  Soham  Causey."  To  Harvey  succeeded  Nigellus,  who, 
having  joined  in  the  rebellioo  against  kmg  Stej^Mn, 
and  discerning  the  isle  to  be  a  place  ot  great  seeniity, 
made  a  strong  fort  within  the  precinct  dienof  at  Ely,* 
and  anodier  at  Audrey. 

1316.  In  the  war  hetwem  king  John  and  his  barons,  the 
isle  was  doomed  again  to  deaolalioD  rf"  the  monaateiiea 
were  plundovd,  and  great  sums  of  money  extorted 
from  the  monks.j; 

1256.  Matthew  Paris  ^  mentions  an  agreement  taking  place 
this  year,  between  William,  bishop  of  Ely,  and  Hngh, 
abbot  of  Ramsey,  respecting  certain  boundaries  of  tht 
fens,  which,  he  saya,  in  f«mer  tima,  Were  inacceasitde ; 
without  men  or  cattle,  and  overrun  with  reeds ;  bat 
now  converted  into  de%htftil  meadows  and  ataUe 
lands. 

*  ThrttiTBftowrt^of  akcMthiuwiiiiLrn,t«ia«wiitcwtd« 
dirtrict  of  tha  dt;  of  Eljr  knawa  liy  the  aMw  of  CutU  Ward  >—  fn\Mj 
the  high  utificul  moont  an  the  aaotli  (ide  of  Iha  ckthadial  Mi|ht  btre  beea 
the  keep  of  the  fbii. 

t  Matthew  Phu,  p.  193i 

t  Diten  knight>,  bdiet.  Mid  ^atilht*  l*d  oM  rf  Aa  tawM>  nl 
witbdrew  into  the  i*le  of  THe,  irtien  tiM  anaj  of  king  JiAm  fiBnrad  ui 
b«aiet«d  then,  and  h;  reaaoii  of  the  waten  in  the  hoa  and  ditchei  keiq 
fcoMn,  tbej  fbnnd  nuaiii  to  enter,  and  qioiled  it  bom  aide  to  ade, 
tspither  with  the  cethednl  chnicfa,  ^airfing  frton  thence  on  their 
departure  ■  marrelloui  great  prey  of  goodi  and  chattela.  Halimhiad, 
*oL  iii.  p.  190. 

i  He  wu  a  BenedictiiM  sunk  of  St.  Atban'*,  and  lonriahad  in 
the  thirteenth  centurj,  and  ia  rein^Mnted  to  h«*e  been  one  of  the 
nMit  leaned  nen  of  the  age,  being  an  able  — ''-T'i^-T.  aTcfaitact, 
poet,  MMoc,  nd  hialoiiu: — he  died  A.n.  IS39, 
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In  the  tronUesome  times  of  Henry  III.  Ely  waa  the  a.d. 
diief  Kene  t^  citU  discard ;  the  rebelliouB  barona  took  1265. 
[NWiii  iiiiiiii  tif  the  isle,  established  themselTei  therein, 
utd  fortified  it  on  every  side.  The  king  came  to  Cam- 
bridge,* and  was  there  joined  by  prince  Edward,  who 
brought  him  a  strong  reinforcement,  and  effected  the 
captnC'  of  the  whole  district  without  much  exposition, 
the  barons  attempting  no  Alrther  resistance.  There  are 
few  historical  erents  connected  with  the  isle  after 
this  period ;  but  we  cannot  help  noticing  a  remark 
of  H<dhuhed,  who  obeerrea,  that  when  the  duke  of 
Bnckingfaam  reaolved  to  assiBt  in  deposing  king  Richard 
HI.  and  to  prefo*  the  earl  of  Bichmond  to  the  crown,  1484< 
bishop  Mortm,  who  was  then  confined  in  Brecknock 
castle,  was  consulted,  when  he  told  the  dvke,  "  that 
"  if  he  was  in  his  isle  of  Ely,  «nd  had  but  four  days 
"  warning,  he  Ettle  regarded  the  malice  of  king 
"  Richard,  his  conntrie  was  so  strong."  After  the 
Mmmder  of  the  monasteiy  to  king  Henry  VIII.  that  1540. 
moMich,  by  his  letters  patent,  giwated  ft  charter  for 
Meeting  the  conventa^  church  of  Ae  monastery  into 
a  eathedral,  by  tiie  title  of  "  The  Cathedral  Church 
"  of  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity  of  Ely ;"  to  consist 
of  one  dean  and  eight  prebendaries,  with  other  ministers 
'  for  celebrating  divine  service  therein ;  and 
1  that  the  cathedral  church  should  be  the  epia- 
ctqial  see  of  the  tHsfaop  of  Ely  and  his  successors,  with 
all  Qsml  hoDCHirs  and  privileges;*  and  that  the  dean  and 

*  TIm  kkf  1^  at  CanM^  to  dafcnd  tka  nmntiM  abiMt  fivu  ugoiiei 
i^  ■no^tol  hy  them  that  held  tin  ids  of  EIj  ifBlut  bin.  UoUnibed, 
mLIB.  p.  IT3. 

t  Tkb  ■•«  bM  |i*m  two  BaiBti  and  two  Caittioala  to  the  church  of 
BasMi  a>l  to  ths  K^Uah  utfan,  nioe  lord  ChaacaDon,  ae*en  hiH 
ThMSMO,  CM  hsd  Piiij-SBal,  «M  CbaaMllor  at  tha  Ezcbeqaor,  ma 
C^Mddrtoike  UnlTenitf  of  Oxlaid,thce«  MiMen  of  the  RoUi,  w4 
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prebendaries  should  be  one  body  corporate,  and  be  the 
chapter  of  the  bishop  of  Ely  and  his  succesBors,  apd 
be  called,  "  The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  Cathedi&l 
"  Church  of  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity  of  Ely." 

A.D.  Lesley,  bishop  of  Rosa,  in  Scotland,  was  sent  a 
1S68.  prisoner  to  the  isle  of  Ely,  probably  to  Wisbech  castle, 
and  then  to  the  tower.  Hit  services  to  queen  Mary  had 
recommended  him  to  the  see  of  Roes.  Upon  Mary's 
flight  into  England,  he  ably  defended  her,  and  afterwanU 
went  to  London  as  her  embassador.  The  measures  he 
pursued  to  procure  her  liberty,  by  a  marriage  with  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  proved  ofiensive  to  queen  Elizabeth, 
but  he,  nevertheless,  in  1673  obtained  his  release. 

1640.  In  the  time  of  Charles  1.  whilst  the  conunoDs  were 
pursuing  their  project  of  church  reffHrmation,  they  dnw 
up  an  impeachment  against  Wren,  bishop  of  Ely, 
digested  into  twenty-five  articles.  The  substance  of  ths 
articles  antounted  to  no  more  than  that  the  bishop 
pressed  conformity,  and  exerted  the  discipline  of  the 
church.  The  bishop  was  cimimitled  to  the  tower,  but 
the  prosecution  was  afterwards  dropped. 

Or  Cotmtiei  Palatine  and  Franckita,  and  partiatlarhf 
of  that  of  Eiif. 

Although  our  sovereigD  lord  the  king  a  undoubtedly 
supreme  head  both  of  our  church  and  state,  and  all  the 
lands  therein  are  holden  of  him  as  "  Dominus  Superior  " 
thereof,  yet,  by  the  indulgence  of  his  majesty's  roy^l 
prc^enitofs,  and  under  their  giants,  confinned  or  ac- 
knowledged by  parliament,  several  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  do  still  enjoy  certain  "  jnia  regalia,"  notwith- 
standing thdr  powers  have  been  diminished  by  the 
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mioiu  revelotioni  in  the  state,  sad  the  statate  37th 
Hairy  VIII.  "  for  ic-eontianing  Liberties  in  the  Crovn." 
This  atutate,  though  it  depriTod  those  subjects  of  their 
ahnost  lego)  powe*,  such  as  pardoning  feltKiiea,  coining 
mcney,  &c.  yet  still  left  them  peculiar  priTileges. 
Befora  this  act  was  mtFodnced,  smne  few  great  men, 
fioQi  the  eadiest  ages,  bad  retained  or  obtained  the 
highert  marks,  and  ezeroiied  the  nltioiate  acts  of 
Borereigo^,  suoh  as  holding  thes-  parliaments,  ajh- 
pMDting  their  chancdhwa  and  judges,  and  remitting 
penaUiea ;  and  the  fetr  pomitei  we  read  c^  at  the  time  of 
the  Rmnan  inraaon  may  probably  have  been  a  sort  of 
p«t^  sovereigns.  Thna  Williapi  I,  created  William 
LnpBS,his  siater'asMi,  aarl.<tf  Ctie8ter;"totnmqaeiBtum 
"  flonitatiMn  teowdum  nbi  et  heredibns  suia,  ita  libere 
"  ad  ^adom  sicqtipse  rex  teoebat  Ai^liam  ad  c<H>onam, 
"  dedit :"  by  wbioh  grant,  says  lord  Coke,  that  earl 
had  "jura  regalia"  within  that  connty;  and,  conse- 
quently, bad  "  eomitatom  palatinnm," —  a  parliament 
and  peeiB,  with  other  great  officers,  as  chancellor  and 
jndgea  thoeto  belw^i^,  without  any  express  words 
thcnof.* 

King  Edgar  endowed  the  monastery  of  Ely  with  laige 
poaaeaaimia,  and  by  a  charter  granted  to  it  tiie  temporal 
jurisdiction  throng  the  isle.t  This  charter  (afterwards 
etmfirmed  by  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  again  by  William 
I.  and  Henry  I.)  has  always  been  oonudered  as  the 
foundation,  and  is  the  ground  of  that  temporal  juris- 
dietioo  whidi  the  monastery  <^  Ely  continned  to  exercise 


*  NicboDi'  Aoeomt  at  tbe  OaatUnun'i  Smanj  it  3paldi^. 
t  King  Edgu'a  cbaitar  u  dUed  in  the  UuitMnth  yt*t  of  hi*  reicn, 
h  9ra    B«>ttai'(  Elj,  p.  73. 
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fiom  the  tbne  it  wu  rebounded,  ontQ  the  bkhofirick 
■waa  erected,  and  which  hu  from  '  Ihftt  time  been 
Teated  id,  and  ia  at  this  day  enjoyed  by  the  biabop 
(^  the  diooeae. 

The  ftanchue  of  Ely  ■■  one  of  the  moat  aDcieot  of 
the  kind  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and  nay  be  tn«ed  back 
as  far  as  the  serenth  ceatnry ;  and  aa  it  is  ^MobaUy 
the  most  ancient,  >o  does  it  contain  a  huge  diatrict* 
and  has  man  powers  and  privil^es  belonging  to  it 
than  any  other  franchise,  except  titat  of  the  bishop  nt 
Durham.* 

The  isle  of  Ely,  as  a  franchise  belonging  to  the  lotd 
bishop,  has  a  jarisdiction  within  itself,  distinct  from 
that  of  the  county,  in  which  it  is  locally  aitnated, 
in  civil  as  well  as  in  criminal  matters.  A  general 
assise  (rf*  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaid  delivtfy,  and  a 
court  of  pleas  for  the  trial  of  cItU  actions  to  any  amount, 
(as  at  nisi  prius  in  the  snperior  courts)  are  held  tavice, 
and  sessions  fonr  times  a  year,  at  Ely  and  Wisbech 
alternately.  Agreeably  to  the  statute  27th  Henry  VIII. 
cap.  34,  above  mentioned,  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  gaol  delivery,  and  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  isle 
of  Ely,  are  now  made  by  letters  patent  under  the  great 
seal,  and  all  writs  run  in  the  king's  name,  tested  in 
that  of  the  bishop,  as  Iwd  of  the  franchise.  And  by 
the  act  referred  to,  it  is  provided  and  enacted,  that  the 
bishops  of  Ely,  and  "  their  temporal  ateward.of  the  isle 
"  for  the  time  being,  are  to  be  justices  of  the  peace 
"  within  the  said  isle,  in  ai  amjrfe  and  large  manner  as 
"  any  other  justices  of  the  peace  in  any  other  county." 

•  Appendix  to  BMtbi«'l  Elf,  p.  t3. 
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Then  is  no  ooanexioD  between  die  isle  and  county  at 
luge,  at  to  their  public  ratea,  the  inhabitanti  within  the 
■al«  not  contributing  to  the  rates  for  that  part  trf*  tht 
county  which  a  beyond  the  limits  of  the  isle,  nor  «nch 
part  of  the  county  to  the  isle,  which  has  its  own 
tresBUien,  with  the  sole  application  of  its  own  pnbUo 
mooies.  The  juries,  as  well  in  criminal  as  in  ciril 
cases,  are  summoned  by  the  chief  baihff,*  (who  alone 
has  that. power  within  the  isle)  from  the  inhabitant*  of 
the  isle  only ;  and  such  inh^t^ta  are  not  li^e  to 
aerre,  nor  ever  do  serve  as  jurors  for  the  county  at 
lai^,  either  at  the  assizes  or  the  sessions.  It  has  also 
its  own  gaol  and  honses  of  correction.  The  cbirf  justice 
and  chief  bailiff,  as  well  as  the  other  officers,  are  ap< 
pointed  by  the  bishop.  The  i^ce  of  chief  bailiff  is  one 
(d'  considerable  importance,  beii^  equivalent  in  the  isle 
to  that  of  hi^  ^eriff  <^  a  county,  and  he  does  every 
act  wfaidi  a  sheriff  of  a  conn^  peribnos,  except  that 
he  does  not  account  before  the  barons  of  the  exchequer, 
and  his  appointment  is  pro  temuno  vitie.  The  gaol  is 
snppoitod  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  bishop,  but  the 
dnrge  of  maintaining  the  houses  of  conectiiHi  is  paid 
out  of  the  i^  rates. 

T%e  pre$eMt  Offieen  of  tie  hk  an  a*  mden 

Heniy  Storka,  Esq.  CUef  Jtutice. 
William  Watson,  Esq.  ChU/  Bailif. 
Ht.  John  Wing,  Depatjr. 

•  HawM  wwfaiMly  (rilii  " «i«iiiBhilhii ImJ* MfaMh."  TWaflM 
hM  hMB  Ml  br  pWBM  of  tha  Int  T*^wttUi^.  (mnl  of  th«  tUMfi* 
twfaf  iffhtM  ttafa  —  ot  hitAmt  n  it;  anditUBiidmtMd  Mbatba 
«Ma  sAm  wUek  h  eiHei  by  O*  Kt  t7tb  H«ai7  VIIL  "Ti^gnl 
"tawMd  ■<  tbe  Uta<  Dj." 
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Hugh  Jacluon,  Esq.  Clerk  of  Ainzt  aad  o/*  tkt  Pttu,* 
Hugh  Robot  Evans,   1    p,,,,^, 
WUliu  Pntl,  ' 

Hugh  Robert  E7«.,E«i.   1    j>,„„„„. 
Hugh  Jackson,  £aq.  > 

Robert  Edwards,     ^ 
ThomaR  Newitt,      f 
WUUam  Squier,      f  <^hUf  Comtables. 
JanwB  CuitaoMi     3 

ReT.JobaGiiCth,  Chmpiain  for  the  Gaol  at  Eltf. 
-—Gsofge  Milkn,  ChuplaiHJo^  the  Home  of  Correction 
at  Ely. 

Jeremiah  Jackwm,  Chapbtimfor  ditto  at   tFu&acA. 

Buijamin  Barlow,  Keeper  of  the  Gaol. 


*  Tbia  gentfemgB  maawbd  Jmk*  BelliBjF,  bq.  Km  hte  <ftik  cf 
Muia  ud  of  ths  pMoa,  at  BliehiiihiM  hmum.  tsw  ^  thadum  of  vrtrfok 
•ffice  wan  ducbHX»d  b;  bii  depn^,  Stsed  GiidleatoM,  Eaq.  far  twoi^-ba 
jeui,  with  integiiqr,  bithfnhieM,  uid  kbOitir ;  and,  I  IwTe  pleawia  ia 
■dding,  with  the  vnqnaliEed  ipprDbatiaii  of  eyery  Kting  mafiitnte  in  the 
Ue>    Upon  hia  letuament,  the  Gdlowing;  >Mti»OBial  of  raapact  «u  paid 

"  I(La  oi  Elt,  SOth  NinvHbar.  ISU. 

"  The  Chief  Jnitice,  Acting  Hagiatntea  of  tha  ble,  and  Bairiatei* 

■■  atteodlsg  the  Aaaiaei  and  Seanooa  there,  an  dewoni  of  aSnding  • 

[fa  aMias  tha;  eaiteitain  of  Ibe  poUic  oottdad  of 

,   Eaa.    the  late  Depn^  Cleik  of  tha  Peace  ihr 

"  thi*  Ub,  tlw  dMMa  of  which  oflce  he  peribtmod  tat  a  qoajtcor  of  ft 

"centnrj,  widmBOch  bonoar,  integiiljp,  and  talent,  ai  to  gain  oiiivenBl 


"  Altkovgh,  %y  O*  dorane  of  Ae  late  CleA  of  the  Feau,  tha  aerrket 
**  of  Hr.  GinDLinoHi  wiD  not  any  longer  be  ccmtiniied,  they  aumMaQow 
"  Um  to  retin  frm  the  n^ooaible  datiaa  of  hia  oScw  withont  aome  ex- 
**  pnarion  of  their  regard  (n  the  able  nd  hithfbl  maaser  in  irtiicb  he  to 
"leng  diachaised  ita  inportanl  dntiea;  and  accordiagly  propoae  ll»(  a 
*"  PIECE  OF  PLATE  be  purchaaed,  aa  a  peraanent  leooid  of  the  eateoM 
"  witik  irtiich  they  have  viewed  hia  Meritorionaxoadact. 
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Itobert  Scott,  Keeper  of  tke  Houu  of  Correctioa  at  Ely. 

Samnel  Crmdock,  Keeper  t^  ditto  at  WiOeek. 

BiUettGeim,  >    »  ■i-o-     a.,     rt 

■V    .  .  „         „..  <  Bailiffs  of  the  hie. 

Duiiel  Blown  Witham,    >  "^ 


"  We,  tkareibre,  i^m*  tc  nlMcrib*  tba  aiM  itf  IW  fTiiinm.  b 
"  <^pouta  UouinapectJTeiuiMB,  tobeliidoBtin  tbeporcluMof  k1 
"  of  Plate  of  inch  deacriptun  u  tha  labacriben  duU  ■^■1"^  proper. 


"  Tka  Chief  Jatica  1 

ofilMlda  ....  ) 
■•TheVeijRcT.Ih.  > 
Wood,D«uof£lj> 
"  Rev.  G.  L.  Jenjdi. . 
"Bev.J.  H.8|<Mke.. 
"BOT.H.Fu(lea  .. 
•■  Her,  Di.  JobMO  .. 
"Rei.Dr.Chatfield- 
"Rn.  A.  P«]1oD. ... 
"  W.  D.  Owber.EBq. 
"Dr-Hwdwi^a  .... 
•'  WillnirtatHa,Esq. 
"  Bar.  W.  Hkrdwkkn 


I    0 


«  ThooM  OrlMi,  Eiq. 
"H.J.Nidub,E«i. 
"  J.  T.  Daring,  Ew|.  . 

"Ker.J.Wing 

"  Tycho  Wisg,  £k].  , 

"  Be*.  T.  C.  W.  eeyBovr. 

••Bar.J.T.-Cook 

■■  J.D.MeM«t,£aq. ... 
"  Thomu  Bowker,  E«q. 
"  Jonkthan  Pij[e,  Eiq.  . 
"  OaoTga  VrjtBB,  Eaq.  . 
"  Lewi*  Ftimghwi,  E«q. 
*'  Ch«rie*  Jw^u,  Biq. . 


pTe  otdan  for  the 
uoipdontobaM. 


"  To  STEED  OIBDL£STDN£,  Emoui, 


WUck  piece  of  p|sta  wm  ■ccontiD^j  praMsted  to 

poUie  diBBaT  ia  Witbach,  fay  tba  Bar.  AJi(eiiHiii  Pajtan,  who  coawallaJ  10 

tika  tlM  dutr  Ok  thtt  ocuHon. 
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lie  pment  State  of  the  Me. 

It  baa  beoi  shefim  that  the  isle  of  Ely  ww,  at  one 
period,  in  a  deB(date  state,  bong  frequentty  inniHlafcd 
by  the  upland  waten,  and  destitnte  of  adequate  meana  ' 
of  draini^;  tbe  lower  parts  became  a  wiMemesa  of 
Bts^ant  pools,  the  exhalaUona  from  which  loaded  the 
air  widi  peHtiferaus  vapoun  and  fogs,  Now,  by  the 
improrements  v^tich  havs  faom  time  to  ttme  been  made, 
aotd  particukrly  within  the  last  fifty  years,  an  sheretion 
has  taken  place  which  may  appear  to  be  the  effect  of 
magic.  By  the  labour,  industry,  and  spirit  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, a  forlorn  waste  has  been  couTerted  into  pleasant  and  - 
fertile  pastures,  and  they  tbomseKes  havebeem  rewarded 
by  bonnteons  harrests.  Drainage,  embankments,  en- 
g^nes>*  and  inclosures  have  given  stability  to  the  bchI^ 
(which  in  ita  nature  is  rich  as  the  Delta  of  £gypt)  as 
well  as  salubrity  to  ibe  air.f  These  vwy  cwasidaaUe 
improvements,  though  carried  on  at  a  great  expense^ 
have  at  last  turned  to  a  double  account,  both  in  re- 
claiming much  ground  and  improving  the  rest,  and  in 
contributing  to  the  healthinesa  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
pastures  feed  vast  herds  of  cattle,^  and  the  numeFOoa 
takes,  rivers,  and  watercourses  which  pervade  the  fens. 


li>di,  and  dalher  it  into  ths  rirei*  lad  draini ;  b«t  ■  gTMt  infmnu 
■poo  thiiDialhodhulwnirecnitlyiDtndiMnd,  by  thenbitittitkai/  it 
fower  for  the  TMJ  nncertun  power  oT  wfaid,  M  it  oIUb  happen*  tint « 
there  iinuwtniii,  there  iileMtwinl,  ud  the  wiod  Hscliinee  are  oMlei 
flw  time  when  uoat  wanted. 

t  The  nme  bu  been  uid  of  the  feai  I&  UicoUuhire. 
'     t  The  peetnietareclolhed  with  floeiu,  the  TeUejiilio  ere  ooveredi 
withcoisi  thay  thontlbr  joj,  they  (Ik  ling.    PwklaT.  t,  13. 
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abound  in  ftsh  and  wild  fowl,*  and  give  the  inhabitanta 
an  easy  OMnmanication  with  aeretal  counties,  as  well  as 
witli  the  aea,  thereby  affording  a  l»isk  and  continually 
inenuing  trade.  Works  of  modem  refinement  have 
'  given  a  totally  diSefent  face  and  chanoter  to  this  once 
o^ected  spot  Mnch  has  been  performed, — much  yet 
ranaina  to  be  accomplished  by  the  rising  generation. 
The  popnlattoo  cf  the  isle,  which  increaaea  yearly,  is 
about  46,000,  independent  of  the  connty.  In  the  con- 
tested electiMi  in  1802,  the  number  polled  was  3,003, 
of  which  near  1,400  were  from  the  iile,  and  the  rest' 
from  the  county. 

2^  Chief  or  High  BaiUfft  of  the  Iik  of  Eiy,  whou 
Names  are  to  be  found  am  Record. 


"-^ 

T^.^ 

B,.b<..q>,ob<«l. 

l»i 

Roger  Abynton.. 

1308 

Ralph  de  Noniich. 

1329 

Joka  Bo«e4 

1446 

Roger  Davy 

Bishop  Bonrgchier.§ 

14S8 

John  Aiuty. 

1468 

Williem  Comon 

WiUiun  Michell. 
Matthew  Chrntias. 
Jordan  de  Daventre. 

Buhop  Oiay. 

*  Fiih,  nch  h  pike,  ptrck,  dic«,  b 
Met,  tad  *  Cih  called  iticklelMfk,  wUi 
led  fcr  Mumre.  Tin  Mlowing  bihb  ii 
•I,  widgaon,  witor  haa,  wild  awaa,  . 
■ttrtaO,  Uttara,  beiidaani&,  Jtc. 

I  Saa  Dofdala,  p.  tir. 

f  ib  WM  fnat-gmlaoB  to  Uof  U 
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Wbran- 


1601 

1616 


1546 
1600 


1726 
1749 


1753 
1770 


.  1783 
1791 


John  Bui^yne. 
Edmiind  WyngfieM.     .... 
Thomafl  de  In^th<vpe. 
Th(KD[ui  Meggs. 
Sir  John  Huddlestone. 
ThomaB  Heton,  brother  to 
Thomas  Edwards,  Esq. 
Wm.  Wren,  Esq.  brother  to 
Thmnas  Edwards,  Jun.  .. 
Charies  Clarke,  Esq.  of) 

LincolD'a  Inn i 

Edward  Parthericke,  Esq.* 
Thomaa  Qooch,  Esq.  el-  ) 

dest  son  of 3 

Francis  Wyatt,  Esq 

WiUiam  Ward,  Esq.  of  i 

Staple's  Inn   3 

Thomas  Gotobed,  Esq.    . . 

Francis  Ba^e,  Esq 

Wm.  Watson,  Esq.F.  A. S.t 


Bishop  West. 


Bishop  Heton. 

Bishop  Wren. 

Bishop  Patrick. 

Bishop  Green. 

Ditto. 

Bishop  Gooch. 

Ditto. 

Bishop  Mawson. 

Bishop  Yorke. 
Ditto. 

Bishop  Sparke^ 


*  H«  WM  lotd  of  the  miaoT  of  Littlapoit,  wbkb  be  nU  Io  lori  Chu- 
ceDor  Hardwicke.  The  Pulkerickea  bed  been  in  povalBOD  of  (ha  mmor 
scu  m  centoiy. 

t  The  compflei  ftelt  hipp;  in  thie  opportimit;  of  eckoowledgioi 
the  high  leiua  ha  enteituoi  of  the  gndou  nanner  i»  which  hia  lardahip 

lictted  Bi  it  wat,  and  on  hi*  put  in  eTei;  wvf  uieqiected. 


We  now  ctnne  to  the  third  head,  which  cmutitates  onr 
main  design .- — ^An  Account  of  the  Ancioit  and  Present 
State  of  the  Town  of  Wisbech. 
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THC  ANCIENT  AND  PBGSENT  STATE 


TOWN  OF  WISBECH. 


PRErtousLT  to  the  final  departnre  of  the  KomauB,  it 
IB  supposed  that  they  built  many  forts  for  the  protection 
of  the  eastero  and  sontbem  coasts  erf*  the  island.  Tacitns 
tnentifxu  that  Publius  Ostoritu  reeled  a  chain  of  forts 
firom  the  Nene  to  the  Severn  ;*  and  when  we  consider 
how  important  the  Nene  must  have  been  whilst  the 
Ouse  diachu^ed  its  waters  by  the  same  diannel,  it  is 
not  probable  that  a  direwd  people  like  the  KomanB 
would  l«ave  a  barrier  of  such  consequence  undefended. 
A  fort  is  said  to  hare  been  erected  at  Boston,  (sup- 
posed by  some  to  be  the  site  <rf  the  Roman  statioii 
CanseiuuB  ^  Aotoninufi)  and  Dr.  Stnkeleyt  conjectares 


■  CiBcbwq.  Ctftri*  ABtoaMiMSabilBMiFlDTkt,  be.  ToLE.MimlEb.lt. 

t  Dt.ScakolarwuameuuafmirmctlMiRoydSocietyofABtiqiiaritn* 
in  1717,  af  wbich  Cmdaiwu  oneoftbe/oBadEn  inthtireigiiof  Siubelh. 
Tbe  doctor,  wittBg  to  Ht.  G>1«  ta  ITtT,  ilxnl  "  Romin  Stmdaits,"  nj%, 
Ike  HemaB  Haj  all  dang  leconptiijiag  DmuTwira,  (now  CHtor,  natt 
PelcibMoagb)  ooght  la  be  fiztd  it  tb»  mter  of  the  lirar  Autea  at  Nea, 
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that  tltere  were  similar  ones  at  Wisbech  and  Spalding.* 
A  proof  that  some  of  the  Roman  colonies  were  settled 
in  these  parts  may  be  deduced  from  the  testimony  of 
the  urns,  coins,  &c.  dug  ap.t  Beanpr^  Bell,  Esq. 
in  his  lettns  published  in  Bib.  Top.  dated  1730, 
gives  the  description  of  the  pipes  of  a  R<»aan  aqueduct 
found  at  Wisbech,  besides  seTeral  other  Roman  anti- 
quities in  the  neighbouiiiood.  The  name  .which  the 
baoka  in  the  vicinity  of  Wisbech  hare  invariably  bom 
for  centuries  seems  to  point  out  the  people  by  whom 
they  were  constructed,, having  been  immemorially,  and 
being  still  called  "  the  Roman  Banks;"  they  are  fonned 
of  a  large,  high,  and  firm  structure,  calculated  to  guard 
the  low  lands  from  the  ocean.  Dugdale  also  remarks, 
that  in  cutting  some  drains  through  the  adjacent  fens, 
divers  urns  were  dug  up,  one  on  the  north  side  of 


wtm*  tbara  U  •  |tmi  nanaat  of  a  d^i  (Ckntartoa,  neir  Cistor)  thit 
kM  had  a  Teij  laif*  ditch  tboM  It,  and  p«>hqia  a  wall,  nd  lAan  Iba 
HotBanBlnetpaiae*  tltettTer-, — thiil  take  tahaTsoriguiiIljapnuigfnB 
oaa  of  Iha  ferta  boilt  along  thi  titw,  to  the  head  of  it  aad  tha  Serern,  ai 
Tacitoa  tafimu  n*,  bj  Oitorioa.  In  making  the  tnnpike  mad  baa  Kel'a 
CahiB  ta  Waufcri,  innomfliable  uu  and  coini  ware  bund,  •arenl  atone 
coAna  irere  dog  op,  all  of  which  had  akaletou  in  tiMm ;  in  one  waa  a  coin 
cf  AntonitiDa  Pint.    Bib.  Tap.  Brit.  Line.  ^Mtif.  ml.  i. 

There  were  Ibar  remarkable  Roman  wap  in  England:  —  the  liat, 
Watliag  Street,  from  Dotct  to  London,  kr. ;  the  iecond,  Ihenild  Street 
kefere  ■■enti«Ded,(page4)  ;  the  third,  Foaaa  Waj,  ao  called  becanae  In  aoua 
flacea  It  wa*  nerer  pnlbcled,  bnt  laf  m  a  ditch,  laading  bum  Conwall  to 
Uncotal ;  and  the  foaith,  Herman,  or  Irming  Smet  abore  mmtiMed. 
Konan  raada  never  deriatad  from  a  atraight  line,  except  nAera  natota 


■  ilialotjrof  Boaton. 
t  For  aatlqoitiea  ami  Boman  biicka  fimnd  at  Walpola,  aee  p,  II.    And 
for  coin*,  Qina,  &c.  diacorered  in  Tariou  other  part*  in  the  nei^hoathiMd 
of  Wiibech,  aee  tbe  deacription  of  thoae  towna  whora  they  wore  A»%  up 
and  found,  auch  aa  at  Newtra,  Urn,  Manh,  Cbatleria,  Doddington,  Ikt. 
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WiAech,  *ai  anotho-  abont  Peakirk.*  In  an  attcinpt 
to  trace  the  f»igin  of  towns,  we  are  generally  involred 
in  cotgeetnn,  bnt  the  history  of  few  places  tan  be 
oaniad  to  a  more  remote  period  than  the  one  we  are 
tnating  of.  We  know  the  pmnt  of  junction  of  two 
riven,  wMi  a  rich  frniliiil  soil,  would  soon  induce  people 
to  odket  together  in  a  situation  of  that  kind.  Such  a 
Mttlemmt,  first  fonning  a  village,  would  progresatTely 
eola^.itsdf. 

Wisbech  teema  to  have  been  very  well  known  in  the 
seventh  cmtnry,  as  in  a  charter  of  Wnlphere'a,  (son  of 
Peada,  king  of  the  Mercians)  granted  to  the  abbey  of 
Heddianutead,t  a.  d.  664,-it  is  thus  recorded  in  the 
Sanm  duvnidfl  :X  "  I  give  to  day  to  St  Peter  and  the 
"  abbot  Saxnlph  and  monks  of  the  minster,  these  lands, 
"  these  waters  and  meres,  and  fens  and  wiers,  that  are 
"  of  my  kingdom  freely,  so  that  no  man  have  there  way 
"  egress  but  the  abbot  and  the  monks:  this  is  the  gilt; — ■ 
**  From  Hedehamstead  to  Nasboro,  &c.  from  Ragwell 
"  five  miles,  to  the  main  nva  that  goeth  to  Elm  and 
"  to  Wisbece,  and  so  about  three  miles  to  Trokenholt^ 
**&£."  ^  Which  recwd  brings  the  notice  of  Wisbech 
very  near  to  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  Romans, 
Many  larger  towns  are  satisfied  to  find  themselvea 
first  recorded  in  the  register  of  Domesday,  but  we  go 
between  fbnr  and  five  coitQiies  further  back.  Leland,  in 
hii  Itinerary,  seems  to  have  avwded  this  country,  but 


•  A.D.  use.    Dacddi*,  p.ir«. 


t  AkBMaMj.MiMGanwj.  of  Krawick,  Nofctt.  htallM  boBOor 
<<  teriat  f***^  *lM  *>*(  KtMri  WMn  of  tlM  Suoa  Amula. 

f  Im  tUe,— lATvtlHtiM,  ia  tiw  acMnt  of  tbe  HljueU  TOlagH. 
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the  ptMWflsioo  (^  Walpole  by  tke  chiuch  of  Ely,"*  av  a 
place  of  Dote  at  an  early  period,  may  be  eooudered 
another  proof  of  the  existence  of  B>ch  tomis  in  the 
ne^hbooriiood.  Further,  in  Camden's  Britannia,  to 
which  a  map  of  the  ialand  of  Great  Britain  n  annaed, 
(entitled  Britannia  Sascnica)  then  will  be  foond  am<ng 
the  few  places  tbereon  delineated,  a  Saxon  town  named 
"  Fipebec,"  in  En^isb,  "  Visebec,"  at  "  Wiaebee," 
Bitnated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Metaiis  .Xstnaritun.  Tim 
circumstance,  whilst  it  affords  testimony  of  antiquity. 


■  Elj  BuoT,  tn  Wilpole,  wu  for  Mmc  centoriM  reiMd  ia  the  kb  of 
0]p,  and cDBtioMd Ml BMil Ihe biibopitck of  Dr.Cai,  a. n.  1959,  wbeiit 
csag  to  tb>  cKnra.  OahUbt^Ciu'atniiiUtioBtothUM*,  MvntlMMM 
irciealiaialedthanitaB,isr  which,  bowerer,  hewufaiaowiM  Mwwhlti; 
fbt  in  lit  E3inbeth,  c^.  19,  ui  act  puMd,  "  ginng  witluiri^  to  the  qneeo, 
"  upon  the  tmiidaiicB  of  tnj  (rchbiihopiick  oi  bijhoprick,  to  taka  into  her 
*>  hmda  certtin  of  the  todpOT*!  poaaelaiona  thereof,  leeompeoafaig  Ibaaaaio 
"withpanoDageaimpTopiiataaaidtMitha."  The  cwuww,  therefcra.  pawai 
en  nu]' of  the  hiibopain  thatiaJgn,  fn-giriog  np  the  ancient  poiaeuieDa 
of  their  chuichea,  to  the  detTiment  of  their  aacceuon,  aeema  to  be  without 
fouDdatioD,  fbr  it  ma  not  in  tbeir  power  to  prSTent  it.  With  mpect  to 
biibop  Cox'i  aUesationa.  (a*  the;  are  called)  it  cannot  be  aaid  be  waa  eaiilj 
wrooght  upon.  Theaa  BBaon  wete  not,  in  tralk,  Tohmtaiily  giran  np,  bat 
kept  in  the  qoaan'*  handa  1^  rirtoe  of  the  abora  act,  and  the  biabop  wta 
Migtd  to  leceire  whalarei  the  qoeen'a  commiinooera  thought  fit  to  gire  in 
exchange,  ont  of  the  tentha  then  in  poiaeiaioD  of  the  crown.  Amongat 
maiiy  other  manoia  taken  away  fitm  the  cbnrch  of  EI7  at  that  time,  wen 
the  manota  of  Wmlftit,  Ttrrmgtm,  and  TTm  WalUm.  Chaigta  ban  been 
bronghtboth  agahut  Uahop  Cox,  and  hia  aocceaav,  Uabop  Baton,  of  alian>~ 
ating  the  eatate*  of  the  church ;  hot  their  CMnpliance  with  the  qneen'a 
conuDUida  wiD  fbither  appeal  to  be  the  effect  rather  of  compukjon  than 
incHnatiai],  hj  the  kttor  from  the  qneen  to  biahop  Heton  :  "  Prand  prebte,  I 
"  nodentand  j«n  am  backward  in  compljing  with  yom  igTMnent,  bat  I 
"  would  hare  ;an  to  know,  that  It  who  made  joa  what  jon  are,  can  unmake 
"  jroa,  and  if  70a  do  not  forthwith  hlGl  jonr  engagement,  I  wiD  on&ock 
"you.  Yonr'a,  at ;oa demean fowaelf,  EUaabetbi"  Sttttrum'i Ajiprndii 
le  BntJbn'i  Ely. 
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maiks  it.  a  place  of  some  note,  which  it  nndouhtedly 
moat  have  been  whibt  the  Nene  and  Oase  discharged 
their  waters  that  way,  and  when  "  ships  of  great  burthen 
"  rasortad  thither.  "•  In  respect  to  the  etymology 
of  the  name  of  Wisbech,  it  is  difficult  to  speak,  with 
certeintf.  The  first  syllable  is  probably  derired  from 
the  Titer  Onse,  which  at  one  period  was  called  the  river 
"  Wise ;""  -f*  and  we  have  seen  instances  where  the 
first  ^Uidale  of  proper  names  is  altered  without  any 
reason  being  assigned,  as  in  Falkingham,  which  in 
Domesday  book  is  called  "  Folchin."  The  latter  syllable 
has  commonly  or  vulgaity  been  considered  as  taking  its 
origin  from  "  Beach  "  of  the  sea ;  bot  may  not  the 
tennination  be  found  in  the  Saxon  word  "  Bee,"  (which 
ngniftes  water  or  a  running  river)  for  it  has  been  shewn 
that  it  was  called  by  the  Saxons,  Visebec  or  Wieebec? 
In  Domesday  book  we  find  it  to  be  "  Wisebece,"  and 
in  the  times  of  £dward  I.  Edward  III.  Richard  II.  and 
Henry  VI.  Dugdale  writes  the  name  "  Wisebeche."  At 
the  fbnndaUon  of  the  guild  in  1379,  it  is  Bpelt  in  the 
books  of  the  brotherhood,  and  on  their  corporate  seal, 
"Wyabech."  Again,  in  the  charters  of  king  Edward  VI. 
and  kii^  Charles  II.  the  orthc^raphy  is  "  Wyabeche." 
We  read  of  "  Bee,"  in  Normandy,  famous  for  its  abbey, 
aa  the  name  of  a  place  seated  on  a  tongue  of  land  at  the 
tm^uOKt  of  tuo  riwn,  the  ntnation  of  which  precisely 
Koswers  to  that  sS  Wisbech,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ouse 
(tr  Wise)  and  Nene.  Beccles,  in  Suffolk,  is  on  the 
river  Waveney;  Skirbeck,  in  Lincolnshire,  is  on  the  bank 
of  the  Witham.  From  the  many  changes  in  orthography 
and  ^tmonctatioo,  the  original  or  radical  word,  whence 
many  of  our  towna  and  villages  have  taken  their  names> 


t  Dnidde,  p.  307.    15th  Edwud  lU.  1938. 
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mmt  rest  npon  mere  conjecture;  but,  tmder  the  ftbove 
luthorities,  our  opinion  is  with  defervocw  offered, — that 
the  termination  had  ita  origin  from  the  Saxon  word 
"  bee,"  which  has  been  softened  down  to  "  bech,"  for  the 
aspiration  "  ch  "  was  brought  in  by  the  Nwmwia,  aa  is 
exemplified  by  the  Saxon  "  ic  "  fonued  into  "  ich," 
"  cild  "  into  "  child,"  &c. ;  and  that  the  mode  of  lat« 
years  adopted  and  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  in  writing  it  "  Wisbech,"  is  the  tme  and  right 
orthography.  The  history  o(  the  town,  though  certainly 
of  great  antiquity,  is  involred  in  much  obscurity,  for 
independent  of  Wulphere's  charter  in  a.  d.  664,  little 
thereof  is  known  anterior  to  a.  o.  1000,*  when  the 
manrn  of  Wisbech  f  is  said  to  hare  been  given  to  the 
abbot  and  ctmreat  of  Ely,  by  Oswi  and  LeoOede, 
daughter  of  Brithnod,  the  first  abbot,  when  thur  son 
Ailwin,  afterwards  bishop  of  Elmham,  was  admitted 
into  the  monasteryj:  of  Ely.  It  is  well  known  that  few 
towns  excited  any  particular  notice  at  the  time  of  the 
conquest,  when  the  greatest  borou^s  were  scarcely 
more  than  country  villages,  the  inhabitaats  living  in 
entire  dependance  on  the  king  or  great  lord. 

On  reference  to  Domesday  book,  that  spring  and 
fountain  of  all  cborography,  the  following  notice  of 
Wisbech  will  be  there  found : 

■  T«mp.  EtbddMl  IL  om  of  tlx  Suob  princMi 

t  Great pkrt^(hweitaUwuiMignMl  to tha monki iftw  13; b«c*Ha 
•  biAop'a  M«,  aal  mnr  bcloi^  to  tha  daaa  and  daptar  of  Qy.  The 
MBaiudeT,  "  WUach  Barton,"  wm  aucosd  to  tka  aaa,  aad  ia  tba 
puBBODDt  iDMBm  af  tba  luudicd.  TIm  tanul  valaa  «t  tUa  iMt  ■■■di 
wu  taken  a.  d.  1568,  at  £  14f .  V.  MM. 

f  Mooaatariaa,  in  ttaij  timaa,  weia  tha  ddcf  adiaob  wkaie  paiBMB 
nf  qoalitf ,  and  otban  of  both  lexei,  were  nsullj  bnd  ap  «ad  wbcalad 
in  r«ligiia  a>d  baninf . 
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Intw  Reoorda  in  TluMunrio  Curiae  recepta  Scujcariij 
Mberrata,  m.  in  Libra  vooat,  Domesd&y,  continttnr  ut 
n(|iiitnr: 

Grentebncire. 

T«nft  Abbatie  ds  Elygf, 

In  Cestretone  Hand.* 

-    H.  Widiece,  tenr.  abb.  de  Ely.    Ibi  x.  hide  tra.  e.  x. 

car.   Id  dnio.  1  hida,  7  1  virg.  7  ibi  su.  11  car.   Ibi  xv. 


la  jst  Ae  Bon  noanl)!*  Bonnmanl  of  Gnat  Britain,  and  containi  aa, 
meamat  of  aB  tlw  Inda  of  ^utaad,  axcapt  (ha  bai  anthan  cooatlM, 
Hiaifci»>ii1iiii.  Cnmboilaad,  WeatBoraland,  DoAam,  wd  part  of  Lm- 
caahUa  ;  and  daacribca  the  qoaati^  hmI  paiticnlar  oatora  at  tbam,  whather 
■aadoir,  paaCwa,  arable,  wood,  or  waite  Uod.  It  Monttona  the  not  aad 
'r"*'™'.  andracoida  ths  Beranlpoaaeiaoca  of  land,  their  Dombci  and  diatiDCt 
dep«e&  Kinf  AIfr«d,ahaattheyaar900,canip(MedBlMakof  tbalikaoataMi 
rfwMchttia  waa,  fa  ao»B  ■iaaara.  a  eayy.  Tbe  exact  li^  ctf  WilliaB  I. 
^liiiliHiUltiii  Ri*ej  ia  difBentlj  atated ;  but  It  ^peara  to  have  been 
h«|BBiB  l€eO,  and  coapleted  ia  1066.  The  reaMa  gtren  Ibrdoinf  it  ma, 
tel  araij  aaa  ihoold  he  Mtiated  with  bit  owe  ri^rt,  end  not  oamp  with 
ifiqr  what  heloBied  to  Mother,  Bj  thia  ibo,  WOtiaB  woold  be 
iii|MialiJ1  with  aa  exact  kaawladge  of  tho  piopertf  of  the  crown,  bjihe 
hfcimea  ef  the  laada  of  the  Eaglidi  nobilitr  who  fUl  at  the  battle  of 
ITial  iani  i  xad  he  wai  Au  enabled  lo  remnnerate  bia  Noiman  mowers,  by 
iha  paBti  of  theii  ■■""■**  conEacated  eftatea.  When  it  hath  been 
BKiBny  t»  diatlngmah  wbethet  landa  were  held  in  ancient  daBeane,  or  in 
what  oAai  Benaw,  n«oarae  bath  alw^bea  bad  loDaaeadaj  book,  and 
)•  ttU  4B^,  C  djtlrtTf'^t  the  donbt.  If  landa  were  aet  down  ia  that  hook 
••te  tbo  iMe  of  "  Terr*  Befia,"  o>  if  it  waa  aaid  there,  "  Rex  habet " 
a^bd«Bachaleiwn,itwBBdetemiaedlDlMtliekiB|'iudantdene«ie. 
If  Ibe  iMi  er  M«m  wen  tbarein  aet  down  ender  the  uune  of  a  private  lord 
ankJKt,  tbaait  waadataimiaedlaha*»beea,  atltw  tiaeof  theaorrey, 

ihalwJ  nf  rarTipT~'Tr .  — '  — '  — =— ■  J Indeed,  ill  nana 

ii  Maf  W  bare  been  denved  froa  ita  definitive  aBtboritf ,  froa  wbkb,  aa  at 
l>e«wrtapc»i»nao^ead»tdoowadaj,o»  the  dajefjndgMant,  there  could 
be  M  ^PmL    Tbia  nceid  la  conpriaed  in  two  Tuluaei,  one  a  Mio,  Iha 


i  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 

villi,  qsq.  x.  kc  7  xiii.  sochi  de  ii.  hid.  7  dim.  q.  noa 
potuer.  nee  po§B.  receder  hi.  onu.  viii.  car.  Ibi.  xvii.  cot. 
7  ii.  servi,  De  piscar.  mill.  7  q'ngent.  anguill.  ptu.  z.  car, 
pasta,  ad  pec.  villsB,  Int  tot.  vaL  7  valuit  c.  sol.  T.R.E. 
vi.  lib.  hoc  M,  jacet  7  jacuit  in  dnio.  eccle.  In  ead. 
villa  ii.  piscat.  redd,  abbi  xiiii.  mill.  angiiil..7  de  psent. 
xiii. sol.  7  iiii.den.  Sup  oma.  hoea.hnj.Tille  ht,  abb.  Bocam. 

Tern  Sci.  Eadmundi. 
In  Wisbece  lit,  iftd.  abb.  i.  piscatore,  redd.  v.  miL  angull. 

other  »  qoiito  ;  tbe  Gr*t  il  writtan  on  thrsa  hnndnid  and  eight; -tmt  donUa 
page*  of  velliua,  ia  >  null  but  pUin  cbincln-,  each  page  haling  a  denble 
ColaiDD,  Some  of  the  capital  letten  aad  principal  puaagea  aie  looched 
with  Ted  ink,  and  aome  btne  itnkea  of  red  ink  ran  acroai  them,  n  if 
•ciMcbed  out,  bat  the  deajgn  wai  to  mark  ani^  pMngaa  widi  mora  par- 
ticoUi  notice  :  thii  Ttdnnie  contain*  the  deactiption  of  thirty -one  eonnliea  ; 
towarda  the  beginiiing  of  each  cotmt;,  then  ia  a  catalogue  of  the  capital 
lords  or  great  land-boMen  who  pouened  any  thing  in  it.  beginning  with  die 
king,  and  then  lUBUDg  the  great  brda  according  to  their  rank  and  digniljr. 
The  other  volime  ii  in  qoaito,  written  ob  fcor  faundred  and  tttj  doable 
pagea  ofvellmn,  bat  in  a  aingla  eolnmn,  and  in  *  large  but  tcij  fair  cbmcter. 
It  contain*  the  connliei  of  Gwei,  fb.  1,  Norfiilk,  fc.  109.  Solblk.  to. «! 
to  the  end;  putof  the  county  of  Rutland  is  inchided  in  th«t  of  Northampton, 
and  put  of  Lancaahire  in  the  coimtiei  of  York  and  Chealar.  Until  of  lata 
yean,  it  baa  been  kept  under  three  diftrent  lock*  and  key« ; — one  in  tha 
cntody  <a  the  treasoicr,  and  tha  oihera  of  the  two  chambeilaini  of  the 
exchequer. — It  i*  now  depouted  in  the  Chtpter-Honae  at  WeitninMer, 
irbere  it  may  be  conaulted,  on  paying  to  the  proper  officer  a  fee  itf  aix  and 
eightpence  ten  *  seaicb,  and  fbnrpence  per  line  tbr  a  tranicript.  Many 
partaof  the  ancient  record  have  been  printed  in  di&rent  comity  hiatorie*, 
and  many  more  are  to  be  toaad  in  public  and  prtrate  Gbniiea.  A  cMabgne 
of  them  ia  gJTen  in  an  aeconnt  of  Pomeaday  book,  written  by  Fhifip  Cartotltt 
Webb,  Ttn,  and  publisbed  In  ITS6  by  the  Antiqnaiian  Society.  Anothef 
has  been  aince  pnbliilied  by  Richard  Googh,  Eaq,  in  hie  naeftd  book, 
"  Anecdote*  of  Brltiab  Topogr^ihy,"  ranged  under  tha  difioeat  oonntlee. 
The  whole  wa*,  in  tbe  ytar  ITBS,  printed  at  the  pabUc  eipenae,  by  order  of 
hi*  late  majeaty  king  George  III.  with  ^pei  cut  Ibr  that  pnrpeee,  and  • 
copy  presented  to  each  awaiber  of  ptiUaauat.  Eitroct  fitm  Pnfttt  tt 
Qmt'i  I     '    " 
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Tern  Ecde.  de  Croiland, 
In  Ce8ti«doiie  Hd. 
Id  Wubeee  ht.  abh.  de  CroUftnt  iiii.  piacat.  redd.  iiii. 
X.  najU.  sDgnill. 

Terra  Eccle.  de  AameByg, 
In  Nwestor  Hnnd. 
InWisbece  ht  abb.  de  Kamesi  viii.  piscatores,  redd.  t. 
mil.  7  ec.  Ix.  angntll. 

Temi  Willi,  de  Warene. 
In  Wisbece  ht.  Willa,  vi.  piBcatores  in  Hund.  de  Ely, 
reddtes.  iii.  mill,  anguill.  7  dim.  7't.  sol. 

Copy  and  Tramlation  from  Dotnadey  Book,  in  the 
Exeiequer,  lehieh  eontaint  an  aeeoutU  of  all  the  Landa 
of  England,  talun  hy  order  of  WUliam  I.  in  1080, 
and  completed  in  1066. 

Amongst  the  records  kept  in  the  treasury  of  the  conrt 
oF  exchequer,  riz.  in  the  book  called  Domesday,  is 
cimtained  aa  fdlowi : 

Cambridgeshire. 

Land  of  the  abbot  of  Ely  in  Cestreton  hundred. 

The  abbot  of  Ely  holds  the  manor  of  Wisbece.    There 

an  ten  hides  of  land,  ten  caracates  or  plough  lands. 

In  demesne,  one  hide  and  <ne  yard  land,  and  there 

are  two  plough  lands.*    There  are  fifteen  TilleinB,t  ten 


nuHaKuioiu  luiuH  uKi  iDTv«j  wu  Bxtf  tot*  i  m  hiilB,  DBS  hmtdred 
Bd  twra^.    Tin  vbole  iilnd  wu  nid  ta  be  dirided  into  1*3,600  bidet. 
'«  wu  Um  tMie  mMBua  aj^ad  to  inbla  Irad,  u 


•am  theii  pmprietor.    The 
BBannu  nnk  in  aodetj,  ind 
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of  whom  are  to  as  acre ;  and  Uurt«eq  Boemen,  *  (^ 
two  hides  and  an  half,  who  cannot  or  are  not  able  to 
remove  from  all  their  ^ht  plough  lands.  There  are 
seventeen  cottages  and  two  bondemen.  The  fisl^ies 
produced  1,500  eels ;  ten  plou^  lands  of  meadow 
pasture  for  the  cattle  of  the  town.  In  the  whole  it  is 
and  hath  been  valued  at  one  htaidrtd  duUutgt ;  in  the 
time  of  king  Edward  the  Confessor  at  £.  6.  jt  this  manw 
lies  and  hath  lain  in  the  demesne  of  the  church.  In 
the  B^me  town,  two  fisheries  did  render  to  the  abbot 
14,000  eels,  and  at-  present  doth  reiul»  I3i,  4<{,  The 
abbot  hath  soke  over  all  the  men  of  the  town. 

Land  of  St,  Edmund's. 
Jn  Wisbece  the  sanie  abbot  has  one  fiehery^  which 
renders  5,000  eels. 

Land  of  the  church  of  Crowland, 
Iq  Cestretone  hundred. 
Iq  Wisbece  the  abbot  of  Crpwland  bath  iavs  fisheiiee, 
rendering  14,000  eels, 

prapcTtj  tbenuelTM.  Dr.  Bnlj  uwiu  n,  froa  ■  nrraj  of  DoBMcttj 
book,  thkt  in  all  the  coontiu  of  Eogluid,  tlie  ta  greitei  put  sf  tba  Imd 
wu  occupied  bj  them,  uid  thftt  the  hubuidmen,  md  itill  Bon  the  lociiuni, 
who  WMe  tenuti  not  remanhle  kt  pteuore,  ware  *err  few  in  eompuiaaa. 
The  peipetul  wan  b  the  bepurchj  were  probablj  (be  caoH  of  thii  jreit 
anmbei  of  Tauali,  tat  pnaooen  t^ea  in  war,  or  caniad  off  ia  Aa  fraqwot 
jBjmilf  of  the  diSerent  pet^  princea,  wei^  rodncad  p)  ^Tei;  bf  n^A 
of  war. 

*  SocmeB  were  jaoaMa  ttae  of  tdood  and  fit  for  hcmourahle  aarrice  ; 
bordara  were  a^ill  fennera  Ji|^  abore  cott*gan. 

t  Tha  po^d  h«re  BiaDtianB4  wai  tbe  walght  of  a  poond  in  nhar,  c«tt> 
piating  of  tirelTB  ouncM,  which  u  eqal  in  wei^tto^3.f«.ofoiirBaDe;. 
The  ddtling  cmaiated  of  twetre  pence,  and  eqiial  in  wej^t  to  threa 
^dninga  of  oar  numej.  Bj  the  bn  of  Atf>alft*n,  ^  aheep  waa  rained  at 
^a  ihilling,  or  BttooB  pence  i  ap  ox  ccffpvted  at  nx  tiiBM  tlw  nine  af  s 
fheap,  |nd  )icaw  at  frai. 
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Land  of  the  church  of  lUmtwy, 
In  Korestor  faandred. 
Id  Wtsbece  the  abbot  of  Ramsey  h&th  eight  fisheries, 
^riuch  imder  5,260  eels. 

Land  of  William  de  Wairen. 
Id  Wisbece  William  hath  six  fisheries  in  the  hundred 
of  Ely,  rendering  3,000  eels  and  fire  shillings. 

This  valuable  document,  with  the  preceding  remarks, 
seems  to  establish  the  antiquity  of  the  town  of  Wisbech, 
which,  although  it  has  heretofore  laboured  under  many 
disadnDtages,  is  now  rapidly  emei^g  fnxai  the 
obscurity  with  which  it  was  once  clouded,  and  by 
the  enterprising  s[Hrit  prevailing  in  modem  times,  is 
become  a  place  of  extensive  trade  and  commerce.  The 
calamities  by  inundation,  the  diversioa  of  the  Oose  and 
Neme  watere,  and  other  causes  consequent  thereupon, 
wonld  DO  doubt,  for  a  considerable  time,  impair  the 
MNHeqaence  of  Wisbech  as  a  sea  port.  In  latter  times, 
an  imiwoTed  navigation  has  been  obtained,  by  means 
of  the  Btiaight  cut  or  river  from  Peterborough,  by 
Smitb's  I^am,  to  Guyhirn,*  whereby  a  la^  portion 
of  water  is  conveyed  through  Wisbech,  to  the  outfall 
at  Cross  Kc^  Wash.  This  river,  which  is  tdntply 
called  "  the  Great  River,"  has  become  of  ccntndeiabla 
cooMqnence  for  the  purposes  of  navigatim,  finmiilg 
a  ooauDniu^tion  with  the  upland  country,  and  sup- 
plying Petcrbofon^  Oundle,  Northampbm,  and  other 
pbtoes,  with  varionB  kinds  of  merchandize,  such  aa  coals, 
timber,  4». ;  it  is  ajio  of  anch  mi^tnde  and  depth, 
that  at  spring  tides  vesaets  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen, 
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as  before  meationed,*  bring  their  full  caigoea  np  to  the 
quays.  Wiabech  is  situated  on  both  ndes  of  the 
liver,  over  which  is  a  handsome  stone  Imdge,  with  an 
elliptical  arch  of  seventy-two  feH  span,  and  ftom  the 
eircumatance  of  the  watets  passing  throi^h  the  midst 
of  the  town,  it  has  firequently  been  compared  by  strangers 
to  some  of  the  towns  in  Holland,  with  which  it  may 
vie  in  neatness  and  cleanliness. 

The  tides  come  with  great  velocity  up  the  river,  and 
flow  many  miles  beytmd  Wisbech.  The  resistance,  by 
the  influx  of  the  tides  meeting  the  ebb  waters,  is  called 
the  Hygre,  or  .^er,t  which  rushes  in  with  considerable 
impetuosity  about  the  time  of  either  of  the  equinoxes. 
At  every  new  and  full  moon,  the  spring  tides  fk>w  about 
eight  feet.  The  situation  of  the  town,  by  a  kind 
providence,  is  so  placed  as  not  to  alarm  the  inhabitanto 
with  tempestuous  vraves,  and  yet  so  acctsumodated  as 
to  enjoy  the  delightfiil  scene  of  this  most  desirable  and 
useful  flow  of  water,  whilst  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the 
sea  must  undoubtedly  ctmtribute  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  and  the  salabrity  of  the  surrounding 
conntiy.  ^ 

Wisbech  ^ves  name  to  a  hundred  and  deanery.  The 
parish  is  ten  miles  in  loogth,  and  two  «  three  miles 
broad,  oontaining  about  15,700  acres  of  land.  The  town 
has  a  corporate  body,  which  enjoys  certain  municipal 
privileges,  but  possesses  no  magisterial  jurisdiction. 
Edward  VI.  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the 


■  8««p*g«63> 
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inh^tuts  %  dtarter  of  nuxvpomtioD,  which  was  con- 
finned  by  James  I.  and  lastly  by  Chartea  II.  of  which, 
and  of  the  mode  of  electing  its  annual  officers,  we  aball 
•peak  hereaAo-  more  at  laige.** 

After  the  gift  of  the  manor  of  Wiebeeh  to  the  chnreh 
of  £ly,t  we  meet  with  no  further  account  thereof,  until 
William  the  Conqueror  erected  the  fortress  there,  which 
being  a  feature  of  the  most  moaorable  antiquity  attached 
to  the  place,  we  shall  proceed  to  give  stmie  accoont 
of  this 

ANCIENT  CASTLE. 

Orose,  in  his  "  Antiquities  of  England,**  remarks, 
that  castles  walled  with  stone,  and  designed  for  residence 
as  well  as  defience,  are  for  the  most  part  of  no  higher 
antiquity  than  the  conquest ;  for  altiiough  the  Saxons, 
Rmnans,  and  even  the  ancient  Britons,  had  castles  built 
with  stone,  yet  they  were  few  in  number,  and,  through 
neglect,  so  much  decayed,  that  Uttle  more  than  their 
ruins  woe  remaimng ;  this  is  assigned  by  many  of  onr 
htstoiimns  and  antiquaries,  as  <mt  of  the  reasons  for  the 
&cility  with  which  William  made  himielf  master  of 
this  country. 

By  Domesday  book  it  does  not  appear  that  any  castle 
at  that  time   existed  at  Wisbech,   bat  William  the 

'  Tla  «l(iB  e(  MtpontiaM  ii  diw  d«dw«l  ia  Haddox*!  M8S. 
aOtctka* :  "  Tha  kfaf  WMMlttod  t  tmra  to  tin  towwHum  tbeB«eIm, 
"  at  faw  dariag  hh  ptawore,  tnilead  of  coKnaltdag  it  to  tha  liaitdi  of  a 
"  pnmat  or  hnan ;  tha;  Ihea  obtained  it  in  fc«  turn,  that  ia,  in  paipetnal 
"fcna,  aad  yiarwaida  [nvrnled  m  thekingto  gnat  th^  (am  to  thaii 
■■  haia }  tbaj  laatfj  pre*ailad  od  Ub  to  maka  tbam  a  corpoiate  ioif,  and 
« tlwa  H  waa  aoaa  |D(|M  tbat  thoaa  to 
-  hftta  kjnc."  t  A.  D.  1000.  p.  116. 
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Conqneror,  in  tbe  lait  year  of  hit  reign,  creettd  • 
cBstle  of  stone,  not  only,  as  it  wa§  said,  to  euib  ^e 
oatlawB,  who  had  made  incnniona  ftom  the  fens 
into  the  uplands,  bnt  to  keep  the  refnctOry  English 
barons  in  check.*  At  the  time  of  the  erection  of  ^e 
ca8tle,t  the  watov  of  the  Oose  paaaing  by  Well  «nptied 
themselvea  into  tbe  north  sea  beyond  Wtsbecb,  running 
at  a  reiy  short  distance  from  tbe  castle  walls,  and  the 
exact  spot  of  the  building  has  been  by  Camden  and 
other  authors  shewn  to  be  where  the  late  castle  (taken 
down  in  1616)  stood;  the  site  whereof  now  forms  the 
space  or  garden,  suiromided  by  a  low  brick  wall,  in  the 
centre  of  that  part  of  the  town  called  the  Creecent. 
Many  proprietors  of  land  in  West  Walton,  a  Tillage  in 
Norfolk,  about  three  miles  distant,  were  obl^ed  by  their 
tenure  to  repair  the  walls  and  ditch  or  moat  of  the 
castle.  The  governor  was  dignified  by  the  title  of 
constable,  and  had  a  guard  of  soldiers.  Hie  bailding, 
vhich  covered  two  acres  of  land,  stood  in  the  midst 
of  other  four  acres,  at  the  boundary  of  which  was  a 
strong  high  wall,  and  on  the  outside  next  the  town  was 
a  ditch  or  moat  forty  feet  wide,  and  there  was  no  way 
to  the  castle  but  by  a  drawbodge  in  the  west  fnmt. 
This  castle  was  more  than  once  in  a  state  of  siege, 
through  the  rebellious  spirit  of  certain  lay  lords  and 

•  See  p«ge  9T. 

t  In  the  Genlleaiui't  M»gMii>e  of  17T4,  p.  313,  il  dw  fi)II«iriB| 
obHrritiaa  On  4h*  Mtiqui^  of  Wiibech  cmle.  "  Wiiback  cude,  ac- 
"cording  Whinoriuu,  wMboiltby  WUUam  tlie  Cosquefw Aw t cbed^ U 
"  tlie  nulacQktenu  of  the  Ule  e<  Bj,  orcr  wbicli  caMla  l»  tffMUoi,  » 
"  couitible,  with»gMri>eui<teMi«riMBdarhiBt,fcghefcnnJit«ire»Jirig 
"  dificnlt  to  diilodg*  then  oot  of  tlu  baa ;  oftm  wbidl  tboj  boilt  m  wtlo 
"  of  tntf  orei  agtiBM  U,  (ran  which  thay  had  fr«qn«at  •fcumiahei."  Tho 
HtoUtoB  of  the  CMtte*  of  the  Anglo-NonMii  kiii|i  mi  uoit  oomwtaalj 
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•dien  who  wen  opposed  to  the  king;  a&d  for  the  better 
and  more  aecntly  cooveying  (rf*  intdligaDce  at  thoea 
timea  betweoi  the  ganuon  and  their  fnends,  who  wore  on 
the  ontaide  ct  the  ditch  or  moat,  (no  one  being  admitted) 
lead  ppes  *  were  laid  within  the  walls  under  ground, 
and  under  the  walls  and  ditch  to  the  outnde,  next  a 
way  called  Deadman's  Lan«,t  and  by  the  Mud  pipea 
being  branched  oat  to  all  parti  of  the  basement  story 
of  the  boildiag,  the  sound  of  speech  is  said  to  have 
beoi  cMiTqred  either  to  or  &Mn  the  ganison. 

A  document  fnan  the  muniment  office  of  the  lord 
UsIk^  of  Ely  reconla  that  in  1236,  not  only  the  town 
of  Wisbech,  but  the  castle  also,  was  utterly  deatroyed 
by  a  violent  inundation  of  the  sea.  A  very  sbwt  tim^ 
however,  restored  the  caaUe,  for  we  meet  with  the  name 
of  a  constable  or  keepw  thereof  in  1246,  and  at  this 
early  ptfiod  it  seems  to  have  been  a  place  c^  custody 
for  atato  prisMtera.  SteTeastm,  in  hie  Appendix  to 
Bentham's  ¥lj,  states  that  in  1297,  John  de  Dromore, 
<^  Scotland,  was  a  prisoner  in  this  castle,  and  was 
mannmised  on  ccndition  that  he  ^onld  go  to  kmg 
Edward,  dten  beyond  sea,  and  sevre  him  faithfully 
^lainst  the  king  of  France. 

In  the  re%n  of  Houy  II.  this  fortress  was  dismantled. 
In  the  year  1312,  (6th  Edward  II.)  the  custody  of  the 

■  Oa  £aia|  vf  Ifce  fcwrfilfaa  of  lh«  CMtls  ffwoJiiM,  Mch  pipM  at 
UbM  mn  fcod  is  tbi  lomr  put  th«maf,  iboot  Ana  iachas  duaetor, 
■MMifag  tsttBnaatftoBtbiaMrqBntaaortlMliiildBs,  m  raited  U 
Ikt  i««n«liii  bf  the  praaDt  ponaaor  of  &■  prnailiw 

t  Tho  Um  cdbd  Deadan'a  Loo,  laWimg  dbcct  tnm  tba  antein 
■Iw^wt  of  Aa  biU|o  to  Uw  cbnreh,  aay  be  piMiiMuJ  to  ban  bee*  tlw 
|nanl  nad  orwaj  by  which,  ia  fcntar  tiaw ,  fttnonlt  mn  cairiod  to  (ha 
dntch,a»dlbMK«obtaiaeditan«Ba  of  Duaitaiw'i  Waj  or  Lana. 
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tile  of  Ely  wu  granted  to  John  de  Ketone,  then 
bishop  of  Ely :  tho  cutle  is  not  mentioned,  fant  the 
■afe  custody  of  the  iflUiKl  is  granted  in  general  wordSf 
riz.  "  Secnnm  Cnstodiam  InsulEe.*"  Also,  in  1314, 
Robert  Wishert,  bishop  of  Gla^ow,  and  the  wife  of 
Robert  Bros,  were  here  coDfined  as  prisoners,  and  con* 
ducted  from  hence  to  York. 

In  1404,  the  keeper  of  the  arms  was  paid  threepence 
per  day,  and  about  Uub  time  the  walls  were  le-built  with 
r^stone,  and  a  new  biidge  erected. 

In  1405,  the  diaw-bridge  occin,  and  in  making  a  sewer 
a  few  yeara  since  for  the  hooses  in  Yorke  Row,  standii^ 
upon  part  of  the  old  castle  premises,  the  workmen  fouDd 
*a  old  stone  foundation,  which  was  suppoeed  to  be  the 
base  of  the  diaw-'bridge.*  In  1409,  new  flood-gates, 
which  cost  £30.  3i.  and  a  new  w&ter^te,  were  erected. 
A  gate  also  is  mentioned  by  Dagdale,^-  on  the  south- 
east side,  next  to  Ehn.  In  1410,  a  new  "  Vodb  tracta- 
"  bilis  "  was  formed,  leading  towatde  the  church,  and 
it  nrrftms  there  was  a  chapel  within  and  a  Imdge  without 
the  castle.  There  were  likewise  a  dore-house  and  « 
garden  within  the  castle  walls,  the  former  was  totally 
destroyed  in  1613.  In  1414,  Dominus  Heyle,  and  sereral 
prisoners  taken  by  the  earl  of  DMchester,  were  kept  in 
this  prison  by  pennismon  of  bishop  Focdham,  and  io 
1476  the  prison  was  repaired.    The  castle  having  grown 


*  In  iigpag*  Mwa  bwa  lb*  cMtlepnaiMs,  nace  fbo;  mn  idd 
by  tha  lee  of  Elj,  ivTanl  wtfaei  pipai  ware  lummi  riailar  to  thou  M 
Wtlpola,  (p.  11.)    Tbe  pipaa  were  buIb  of  paliah  red  earth,  which  (rew 

«u  aboat  tweurf  inchaa,  and  the  ban  time  incbM  and  tlifea  qouten. 
t  P^  314.— la  Uw  jear  1379. 
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Mt  of  mpair  hf  age,  bidMp  Morton,  between  the  jeut 
1478  and  1483,  erected  another  of  brick  <»i  the  aite 
«f  that  of  the  CooqneiOT,  and  that  prelate,  as  well  as 
•erenl  of  hia  sncceason,  nsnally  resided  there  during 
a  put  of  the  year,  and  it  became  from  that  period  a 
palaoe  of  the  biahope  of  £ly.  In  tiie  year  IBOO, 
Alcock,  bishop  of  Ely,  who  succeeded  bishop  Morton, 
and  waa  fonnder  of  Jeans  College,  Cambridge,  died  at 
hia  castle  here.*  In  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  the  castle 
waa  made  a  prison  for  priests  and  Jesuits ;  this  eppro- 
priatioB  is  presumed  to  have  occurred  between  1679  and 
1609,  as  the  see  wgs  then  vacant  for  twenty  years,  and 
the  temporalities  were  in  the  possession  cf  the  crown, 
"  iBtione  sedis  vacantia."  In  Collier's  Ecclesiastical 
History  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  time  of  archbishop 
Whi^ifl,'t'  it  is  stated  that  the  priests  and  religious 
confined  in  Wisbech  castle  came  to  an  open  rapture,  on 
account  t^  one  father  Weston,  a  Jesuit,  who  pretended  to 
taake  orders,  and  set  up  for  governor  over  all  the  rest ;  the 
najwity  of  the  seculars,  however,  refused  to  admit  this 
assumption,  and  alleged  that  this  post  bad  been  offered 
to  Watson,  bishop  of  Lino(4n,  who  died  prisoner  in  the 
castle,  and  that  be  refused  this  governing  distinction  as 
unsuitable  to  their  then  circusastances,  from  affliction 
and  confinement.  At  this  time,  a  Roman  catholic  priest 
of  character  came  to  Wisbech,  to  whom  the  difference 
being   refenod,  he  dec»ded  the  qnestioa  against  the 


*  WiDit,  in  hi*  HIMorr  of  Cathednl*,  cbMmi,  tbtt  "  biiliop  AJcoA 
■'  tumiiiJ  gntt  cotU  aa  hk  houM  it  Hktfietd,  ud  ilu  t  WiiboBk 
"  CMtIc,  vbicb  be  ra-bnilt  of  brick. ' 

t  Vol  it  bw)kTii.p.6i3:— pabli(btdtal71«. 
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The  design  ot  that  honiUe  attempt  agawflt  ^ 
proteatant  came  (the  gvnpowdei  plot)  is  said  in  Aikin's 
Memoirs  of  James  I.  to  have  oiiginated  with  Robert 
Cateaby,  a  gentleman  of  fortuna  and  conBequence,  at 
tax  back  as  1688;  his  influence,  his  talents,  and  abore 
all  his  zeal,  had  rendered  him  an  object  of  saspicion 
to  the '  goTemment  of  Elizabeth,  and  he  was  ime  i^ 
those  whom  it  was  judged  expedient,  cm  the  approach 
of  the  armada,  to  ccNnmit  to  safe  castody  in  Wisbech 
castle.  Fraocia  Tresham,  also  a  gentleman  of  family 
and  icHtune,  supposed  to  have  been  an  early  depcsitary 
<^  this  portentous  secret,  was  feUow-jwisoner  of  Catcsby 
at  Wisbech  in  the  year  1608. 

That  it  was  c<Hiadered  as  a  place  of  custody  for  state 
prisoners,  is  shewn  by  the  fact  that  the  following 
dignitaries,  who  were  under  a  charge  of  conapiiacy 
against  the  goTemmeat  at  the  qqe«a,  died  there,  and 
are  said  to  be  all  buried  in  Wisbech  church,  vix.  Tbomas 
Whyte,  bishop  of  Linc<^,  in  1684;  John  Fieekingfaam, 
the  last  abbcA  of  Westminster,  in  1686  ;•  and  Thomas 
WataoQ,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  1687.t 

Dr.  Lancelot  Andrews,  who  was  bishop  of  Ely 
between  1609  and  1619,  and  coocemed  in  the  new 
trandation  of  the  Bible,  laid  oat  about  £  2,000.  in 
repairing  Wisbech  castle  and  other  reBideDces.^ 

■  Fnckii^bun  ma  tent  to  coBvart  ladj  Jm*  Gmj  to  popaiy.  H* 
wu  chaplain  to  Ualiap  Bonner.    Walpole. 

t  Supplement  to  Beatliam'B  £lj> 

t  Tbii  excallcot  prelate  mi  aueeoBiiTely  biihap  of  Chicheater,  FJj, 
and  Weatminater,  and  all  on  accoant  of  bU  vrarth,  without  an;  ambitioua 
auit  or  aeeking  of  his  ova  W  qualify  bin  toi  prefimne&t  i  hia  lite  irw 
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.  "Hie  office.of  oontable  or  keeper  of  the  CMtleappean 
to  hare  been  always  conferred  upoo  a  person  of  dia- 
tinction,  who  had  his  deputy,  and  held  courts  leet, 
barcM),  and  hondred  eonrta.  The  courts  of  oyer  and 
terminer  for  the  isle  were  held  in  the  moat-hall  there, 
and  public  meetmga  of  importance  were  at  times  held 
there,  such  as  ctunmiwions  of  sewers.*  In  1414,  the 
constable's  fee  was  £  26.  7j.  8d, ;  bis  dwelling  was  a 
hall  of  fieestone,  near  the  gates  of  the  castle.  In  one 
patent,  (1443)  the  house  and  chambers  called  "  Le 
"  Dungeon"  t  u«  allotted  to  the  constable,  who  was 
amenable  for  the  safety  of  the  pristmns  ctnunitted  to 
the  gaol. 


orifrlj,  maacent,  indaKrioiu,  and  pions ;  from  .hii  cliildliood  ha  mi  » 
gmt  orientkliit,  (nd  iboTOugKlf  keqiuiated  with  tlw  fftthm  ind  othcT 
•otiqmtiBS  of  tbc  Chiiiinn  cbiuch.  Hs  ii  nid  to  hs*i  had  eipccitl  ikiU 
ia  rt  Imm  illaen  leanvd  lad  Modem  toAgiiei,  uid  Ui  knowbdge  in  mciBBt 
hB(nagH  wu  sxtaniiTe,  wUdi  qiuUied  Ua  fin- being  me  of  the  trwukton 
of  llie  Bible  tn  tbe  reiga  of  Jemai  I. ;  ha  wai  eleo  •  «<"j;°'fr  beoebctor  to 
tbe  fntammt  be  enjojed,  eitbei  bf  leciuiBg  or  increuing  the  Terenne,  or 
labnUiaf,  K^eitlnc,  ■ndbeanti^i'ig  tfaebouea  eod  palicei  coBiMltted  to 
hie  cvo.    He  wee  B«oet  exanpktjpanoD — bed  tbe  Mian  u>d  lir  of  ■ 

baniB(.    Tba  able  end  excellent  daan  Stanhope  preeated  tbe  public  irith 

B  tnulatiaa  of  the  derotieni  of  tbe  good  biihop  Andrew*.    They  were 

cOMpoaed  in  Onek  and  I^tin,  tir  Ui  own  prime  dailj  oaa,  and,  aa  a 

Md*e*  bj  tbcir  eaaftihiMi  and 

■  acaiGaljp  e*er  c«t  of  hia   handa ;   it 

« ia  piece*  hj  hia  been,  and  wat  with  bia  laara.    A  new 

he  dean'i  tnulatkn  baa  heea  lalelj  pobliibed,  and  ia  (tnn^ 

rilbipenMaL 

'  I>BtdaU,p.30a.    A.D.133B. 

t  The  past  tower  wai  tba  laaidraca  of  tbe  Mutable  oi  (Orenar; 
■adir  pood  were  diaatal  daik  Tanha  fbr  tba  ceDbtement  of  prinuia, 
wkicb  BMde  tUa  tower  a—eliwea  be  callad  the  keep  or  dnncao*.  !■  tUa 
Mldint  WM  a*  pea  ban,  in  wUcb  tba  owner  diqdaTod  hie  hoipitdit  J  hj 
aaUrtaiaiai  bi*  Bn«an»a  biaade  and  foUawezu 
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l%e  tfama  of  thefoUowhg  CoiutabU*  appear  on  Rieori. 

1346  William  Justice. 

1262  Simon  de  DuUingh&m. 

1308  Richard  de  Habtead. 

1401  Thomas  de  Bnunstone.* 

1403  Sir  JtOm  de  Rochford.' 

1410  Sir  John  de  ColTile. 

1446  Sir  Aukew  Ht^^gaid  or  Ogaid.i-- 

1476  Sir  Thomas  Grey. 

1489  Sir  Thomas  Hobard. 

1626  Walter  and  Miles  Habbaid. 

1631  Thomas  M^^es,  Arm. 
Sir  Richard  Cromwell. 

1606  William  Chester,  sen.  Esq. 

1633  Matthias  Taylor,  Esq. 

The  bishops  of  Ely  used  to  make  the  castle  their 
residence  during  their  stay  at  Wisbech,  and  it  was  the 
custom  of  the  corporation  to  make  a  provision  for  the 
bishop  during  his  continuance ;  and  so  late  as  the  year 
1668,  the  towit-bailiff  was  ordered  to  buy  an  ox,  an 
wether  sheep,  and  one  ealf,  to  be  bron^t  into  tit* 
castle  [<ii  provision  for  my  lord  of  Ely,  and  subsequently 
a  buck  was  ordered  to  be  sent  from  Extiw  Park,  ia 
present  one  half  to  the  bishop  of  Ely. 

There  ia  no  account  when  the  moat  or  ditch  was  filled 
up,  but  it  is  presumed  to  have  been  done  previously 
to  the  erectmg  of  the  building  by  Thurloe.  j:    AVben  the 

*  B«e  tbii  auH  laoiig  the  uiciBDt  uonnMenti  in  "  the  Church." 
f  See  tilk,— "  Mdgbsch  H»1I." 
.  t  liL  15B3,  the  cMtle  (tjke  u  dltided  to  in  th«  detcription  of  the  wudi 
of  the  town,  u  htiag  then  open,  bstBo  hD-aer  notice  ii  theieiftet  takes  of  it. 
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r  the  church  wei4  adld,  Thurloe,  aft^rwsrds 
Mcretaiy  to  Oliva  CranWell,  purchased  the  castiti,  and 
erected  the  fabric  recently  taken  doita,  which  ia  Said  to 
have  been  after  a  design  of  Inigo  Jones,  upon  a  model 
of  the  lord  Chief  Justice  OUver  St.  John's  seat,  at 
Lwig  Thorpe,,  near  Peterborough.*  In  the  castle  uaed 
to  be  a  painting,  in  which  is  a  view  of  this  seat,  with. 
Mr.  Thurloe  walking  up  the  steps,  and  his  wife  looking 
out  of  a  window.*)* 

On  the  restoration,  the  castle  reverted  to  the  see  of 
Ely,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  afterwards 
an  episcopal  residence,  and  the  bishops  of  the  diocese 
generally  granted  it  on  lease  to  one  of  the  principal 
families  in  Wisbech ;  the  Southwells,  in  particular,  had 
separate  grants  thereof  for  five  aeveral  terms  of  tweilty- 
one  years,  (making  altogether  one  hundred  and  five 
years)  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  the, 
last  of  wh<Mn  was  Edward  Southwell,  Esq.  In  1793, 
an  act  of  parliament  was  passed,  intitled,  "  An  Act  to 
"  enable  the  Lwd  Bishop  of  Ely  to  sell  the  Castle  of 
"  Wisbech  Sunt  Peter's,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  in  the 
"  County  of  Cambridge,  and  the  Garden  and  Appurte- 
"  nances  tiiereto  belonging;  and  for  applying  the  Money 


*  He  U  aid  not  only  to  hsTe  erected  the  bnjlding  fci  hintMlf,  bat 
Oawiw  Mou  honwi  fai  hi>  lou  ttAi  it.    Gml'i.  Mag,  1774^,  p.  33). 

t  Tbii  piihtiin  «M  rasMTsd  to  tlia  palice  it  Ely.  Jouthta 
Pacfcorar,  Esq.  itf  Wiabocb,  ■  grait  encooi^r  of  ths  polite  arta,  wm 
at  tlu  nipnaifi  of  cuwiDg  u  engniing  of  this  boflding  to  be  made,  irbic^ 
tppaxn  la  StBranioa'a  Appcadiz  to  Bsntbim't  Ely.  No  Tepmentatiaii 
baa  baa  pnaarred  of  Aa  Mdant  boOdiBg  by  WiDiam  tha  Conqwnr,  or 
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"  to  arUe  from  Buch  sale  in  manner  therein  mentioned.** 
By  this  act,  aft^  reciting  that  the  Iwd  bishop 
traa,  in  right  of  his  see  of  Eljr,  sazed  of  a  certain 
ancient  manraon  called  the  Castle,  in  Wisbech  Saint 
Peter's,  with  the  site,  gardens,  buildings,  and  appur- 
tenances thereto  belon^ng,  the  whole  cwtaining,  by 
estimation,  five  acres;  and  that  as  the  town  cf  Wisbech 
Was  improving,  and  like  to  increase  in  its  trade  and 
populousness,  it  was  supposed  that  many  persons  would 
be  willing  to  purchase  the  fee  simple  of  the  said  gronnd 
and  premises,  at  an  advantageous  price ;  and  that  if 
power  was  given  for  that  purpose,  and  for  investing 
the  monies  thence  arising  in  the  purchase  of  other 
estates,  and  to  the  same  use ;  it  would  not  only  be  for 
convenience  of  the  town,  where  buildings  were  wanted, 
but  to  the  improvement  of  the  revenues  of  the  see  :— 
therefore  the  lord  bishop  was  empowered  to  sell  the 
said  castle  and  premises,  and  the  nKHiies  arising  by 
such  sale  were  directed  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  other  Jands,  Sic.  within  tite  dioceae  of  Ely.  In  the 
year  1793,  the  entire  premises  were  put  up  for  sale 
by  auction  in  London,  in  five  lots,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Medworth,  a  native  of  Wisbech,  but  who  then  resided 
at  Beimondsey,  in  Sony,  became  the  purchaser  of 
the  castle,  with  the  gardens  and  ground  belonging 
thereto,  for  £1,94£.  and  £300.  more  fw  the  materials. 
Mr.  Medworth  immediately  removed  all  the  detached 
offices,  parcelling  out  the  ground  for  building,  and 
commenced  the  erection  of  several  new  and  handsome 
houses  in  the  foim  of  a  crescent,  according  to  a  design 
Trhich  he  had  previously  drawn.  He  also  purchased 
of  Mr.  John  Powell  a  dwelling  house  and  premises,  at 
a  great  price,  for  the  purpose  of  a  more  easy  coounvBi- 
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catioa  widi  Uke  market-place,  thereby  fonning  a  street 
fimn  tlie  castle  premiBes  into  the  heart  of  the  town.* 
Hie  crescent  is  now  extended  into  a  circuB,  which  ia 
completed,  and  cmiusts  of  more  tiian  fifty  houses,' 
thoflby  adding  tnsch  to  the  pleasantness  and  beauty  of 
the  town.  Mr.  Medworth  may  be  said  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  contribators  in  modem  times  towards  the 
general  improTement  of  the  place,  having  expended 
Bevenl  yery  considerable  smns  of  money  in  erecting 
houses  of  such  description  as  to  invite  respectable 
fiunities  to  become  residents  there.  After  di^>06ing 
of  the  surrounding  ground  (of  the  purpose  of  building, 
Mr.  Medworth  retained  the  residue  (consisting  of  the 
cwtle  itself,  with  the  inclosed  garden)  in  his  own 
possession  and  occupation,  and  in  the  jrear  1811,  offered 
each  leserred  portion  to  the  corporation  of  Wisbech  on. 
very  moderate  tenns.f  The  object  was,  that  as  the 
gnunmar  school  house  on  the  north-east  side  of  Ship 
Street  was  greatly  in  decay,  the  castie  might  be  appro- 
priated for  the  residence  of  the  master,  and  for  the 
•choel ;  that  the  old  ruinous  buildings  then  used  for  those 
porpoees  might  be  pulled  down,  end  the  open  space  thus 
fonned  converted  into  a  public  stieet,  to  communicate 
directly  across  the  old  horse-fair  and  canal,  with  the  Lynn 
road,  thus  avoiding  the  abrupt  end  dangerous  turn  at  the 
Old  of  Ship  Lane  or  Ship  Street  by  the  Bell  inn,  and 


*  A  itona  ■Sxtd  io  ths  front  of  toe  of  the  hoaan  ti  tin  openii^  of 
■ufctt-aUeet  dnii  ncordi  thii  tnmactioii ; — "  The  ODtruce  to  thii  itreet 
"frVBthe  BBTket-plKaii  tbefroahold^topei^of  Mr.  JaMphMedwort^ 
"  W  BerooDdiey,  poichuod  b;  him  U  ^400.  for  ths  ■ccowoDiUtioii  of 
"  te  towa  of  Wubocb,  A.  D.  1T93." 

I  The  piica  mi  ^tfiOO, ; — oni  nusty  to  be  pud  down,  end  tho 
MWt  homq  to  be  Ncwrad  hj  tho  bead  of  tbs  ctnpoistion  at  iatentt  fat 
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fonuing  a  haodionK  approach  into  Wisbech  by  »  street 
leading  &om  the  Lynn  road  ia  a  dUect  line  to  the 
market-place.  The  capital  burgesaes  of  that  day,  how- 
ever, disapproved  of  the  plan,  being  fearful  of  not  having 
sufficient  {pecuniary  means  to  purchase  the  castle,  and 
cany  into  effect  the  improvements  expected  to  be  con- 
sequent thereupon.  Their  rejecti<m  of  it  was,  never- 
theless, much  to  the  regret  of  many  individuab,  who 
wished  the  real  welfare  and  improvement  of  the  town; 
as,  if  that  design  had  been  adapted,  the  castle  built  by 
secretary  Thurioe  would  then  have  remained  standing, 
and  continned  to  be  one  <^  the  bandaomest  oroameats  of 
this  improving  place.  After  the  corporation  cam^  to 
this  decision,  Mr.  Medworth,  considering  the  fabric  too 
large  for  his  own  private  occupaticra,  took  it  down,  and 
greeted  a  modem  house  on  a  different  part  of  the 
garden  and  groupd,  fronting  the  west  entrance  into  the 
phurch-yard,  which  he  still  denominates  the  castle,  and 
ikow  occupies.  Sir  Charies  Henry  Colvile,  of  Duffield 
Hall,  in  Derby^re,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  Joba 
Colvile,  the  governor  of  the  castle  in  1410,*  has  a  seal 
.of  copper  in  his  family,  w^ich  is  generally  understood 
,tp  have  been  the  official  seal  of  Wisbech  castle,  t 

TransaetioM  relativt  to  the  Town  of  Wuheek. 

A.D.        One  of  the  earliest  occurrences  on  record,  subsequent 

il90.  to  the  erection  of  the  castle,  is  the  notice  bestowed  cm 

the  town  by  king  Richard  I.  in  the  second  year  of  his 

l^n,   who   was  pleased   to  grant   to  the  temnts  d 


•  Sw  page  UP. 

t  Ancngnnagof  tbitiMlbubMn 
to  the  compiler  b;  Sit  ChadM  Cdrik. 


i  by  Google 


^1 


£■*■ 
^1 


ib,GoogIe 


ib,GoogIe 


WISBECH.  136 

Wisbefcli  Barltm  manor  a  freedom  or  exegoaptioD  from 
toll  in  all  fairs  or  maikets  throughout  England,  which  a.d. 
grant  was  aftenrards  ctmfirmed  by  king  John;  and  when  1214. 
this  latter  mtmarch  was  driTm  to  extremity  by  his 
barons,  who  had  offered  to  acknowledge  Louis,  eldest  son 
of  Philip  of  France,  for  their  sovereign,  he  seems  to  have 
been  flying  from  one  place  of  defence  to  another  for 
refuge,  for  mors  than  four  months  in  which  period  we 
hear  of  him  at  Winchester,  Hereford,  Gloucester,  Oxford, 
Cambridge,  Lymi,  Wisbedi,  Sic.  Most  of  the  quarters 
where  the  king  took  refuge  were  places  of  strength, 
and  had  their  castles.  At  this  time,  the  inhabitants  of 
Lynn,  which  ranked  high  among  the  trading  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  espoused  that  monarch's  cause  to  the 
utmost  of  their  ability,  and  manifested  their  zeal,  not 
<mly  by  raistng  recmits  for  his  anny,  but  by  fomishiBg 
aaiktrs  and  ships  for  naral  operations ;  and  whilst  there, 
he  granted  to  the  townsmen  various  privil^es  and 
immunities,  rainng  them  to  be  a  free  burgh,  with  a 
charter  of  incorporation.*  On  his  departure  from  Lynn 
on  the  12th  October  1216,  the  king  came  to  Wisbech,  1216. 
as  Dr.  Brady  proves  from  original  records  in  the  tower, 
and  in  all  probability  took  up  his  residence  at  the  castle 
there,  as  a  place  of  defence.  There  is  no  solid  mark 
of  this  muiarch's  residence  at  Wisbech,  except  that  he 

*  Kiag  John,  Dotwiilutandiig  all  tks  baha  wbicb,  it  u  to  be  btMd, 
•n  tM  joitlj  chirpd  npon  Um,  had  iMoa  righlnotien*  Ibr  the  BdnacMBsat 
aad  pnupmi^  of  the  towna  ibiI  paopla  :  he  erected  demecoe  tomt  ioto 
fraa  buiflii,  which  prepuad  the  waj  lor  tin  giadiul  diflonoii  of  commarce 
llilil«|li  hie  doaiiniau.  Tnetrad  of  king'i  collecton  levying  nmdij  toDa 
■ad  lasea,  there  waa  now  ooljiaie  annual  mm  paid,  whtch  ma  called"  tha 
"  Fee  f  aim  Hent "  of  each  icapectiTe  bniKh.  Belbie  bii  time,  the  crown 
bad  anointed  a  chief  oScei,  irtw  railed  aeraial  tazei  in  an  azfaitiaij  wbj. 
Kog  John  |aT«  the  townimen  tba  ftinlegB  Of  elecflng  IhoiicUtf  aOGU 
mimBj  ml  iif  lliiiii  iiiiilii'j 
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might  fumiBh  the  mmu  of  oreeting  cotain  almshonse^ 
there  bemg  boildingB  of  ihat  denomination,  called  by 
many  "  King  John's  AlmBhonses,"  ntnate  on  the  nwth 
ude  of  the  chuich-yaid ;  but  this  i»  a  very  doubtiid 
matter,  and  even  if  they  were  erected  from  his  donatioQ 
whoi  at  Wisbech,  they  certainly  have  been  re-bnilt, 
not  beating  the  least  marit  of  antiquity  about  them. 
The  king  was  at  this  time  assembling  a  considerable 
army,  with  a  view  of  fighting  a  great  battle,  aitd  thus 
Btriking  a  decisive  blow ;  bat  after  leaving  Wisbech,  he 
took  the  rood  across  the  wajthes,  which  he  attempted 
to  pass  at  an  improper  time,  when  he  lost,  by  the  flow 
of  the  sea,  all  his  carriages,  treasures,  ba^sge,  and 
regaUa.*  The  affliction  of  this  disutar,  and  vexation 
from  the  distract^  state  of  his  afiairs,  no  doubt  helped 
to  increase  the  sickness  under  which  he  was  then 
labouring;  nevertbeless,  he  proceeded  onward,  and  took 
up  his  abode  at  Swineshead  abbey,  in  IJnctdnshire, 
and  on  the  ISth  of  October  arrived  at  SleaGaid,  but 
when  he  reached  the  castle  of  Mewaik  wi  the  18th, 
he  was  obliged  to  halt,  soon  after  which  his  distemper 

*  Hattbaw  Pari*,  vlu  diod  in  IfM,  make*  king  John  Iota  hii  tagpgs 
in  CNMing  the  river  Nene.    Ha  njs,  "  Veaitam  Mltnn  per  BoifmB  Bt 

"  abbatu  da  Croilud  tranaiena,  omnea  legetea  ejna  aunt  etut,  in  CtM 
"  autnnini,  congeata  in  Eintlaa  redegit.  NoriMiine  per  nrbem  que  Lon 
"  appalUtnr  tnniitaBi  fkclena,  ab  nibania  cdd  gaudio  anaceptna  eat,  et 
"  magnia  donarila  hoaoratna.  Deinde  verau  aqoilancBi  iter  anipiesa, 
"  is  florio  qsi  Wtllt  Strtam  didtnr,  cairetaa  omtea,  vigaa  et  aamBiuioa 
"  ram  tlieaanria  Taaia  pretioaia  et  i^alibna  onuiibaa,  que  propenaiori 
"  GDia  dileiit,  inopinito  e*enta  amiait,  Apeita  eat  enim  in  medii* 
"  flnctlbna,  terra  et  toraginia  ibjitna  qna  abaorbaerant  onirena,  ran 
'•  homiDibiB  et  eqnia  it*  qno'n  see  p«a  Bnoa  avaut,  qni  regi  caaon 
"  nnodaret."  There  ia  a  hmue  at  aome  diatance  below  Snttoo  Waihw^ 
which  atiO  beara  the  name  of  "  King  John'a  Howe,"  and  IndhioD  »Kjt  h* 
mmt«  there.   See  dw  ■  place  called  King'e  Creek,  p.  60.    (Nat0.Jt 
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pot  an  end  to  bit  Ufe,  in  the  forty-ninth  yrar  of  his 
■ge  and  eighteenth  of  his  reign,  and  thus  freed  the 
nation  from  the  dangers  to  which  it  was  equally  exposed 
by  his  suceen  and  t^  his  misfortonea. 

About  twenty  years  after  this  period,  a  very  Imnentable  a.d. 
ditaster  befel  the  town  of  Wisbech,  by  a  most  Tiolent  1236. 
stonn  and  tempest  causing  an  inundation  of  the  sea, 
which  carried  all  before  it,  and  laid  the  town  and  country 
many  milea  around  it  under  water.  Htdinshed,  in  his 
chrooiclea,  thus  notices  it :  "  About  this  time,  (2l8t 
"  Heory  III.)  many  wonderful  strange  lights  were  seen 
"  in  dtfierent  parts  of  England,  afterwards  followed 
"  by  great  tunpests  of  rain,  and  on  the  morrow  after 
"  the  feast  <tf  St.  Martin,  and  certain  days  after,  the 
"  eea  burst  out,  with  such  tides  and  tempests  of  wind; 
"  that  the  marish  countries  ueare  to  the  same  were 
"  drowned  and  orerflowen,  beside  great  beards  and 
"  flocks  of  cattel  that  perished.  The  sea  rose  con- 
"  tinnally  in  flowing  the  space  of  two  days  and  one 
"  night  without  ebbing,  by  reason  of  the  mighty 
"  riolence  of  contiarie  winds.  At  Wisbech  also,  and 
"  in  Tillages  thereabouts,  the  people  woe  drowned  in 
"  gfcat  numbers,  so  that  in  one  village  there  were 
"  buried  one  hundred  corpses  in  one  day.  Also,  the  day 
"  befwe  Christmas  eve,  there  chanced  a  great  wind, 
"  with  thunder  and  rain  in  such  extream,  that  many 
"  bnildii^  were  shaken  and  overthrown."* 
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A  stonn  of  aaxib  deaeriptioa  most  hare  been  Rttended 
with  CBlamitotiB  coaseqoeaceB,  not  <mly  to  indiridual 
and  private  propaty  in  the  oei^booiiiood,  bat  to  the 
defences  and  embankments  of  the  country.  Neither 
was  this  the  c«ily  misfortune  experienced  by  the  town 
of  Wisbeeh  fron  inundation,  as  the  extract  from  the 
monimesit  office  of  the  lord  lushop  of  Ely,  before 
A.D.  referred  to,  *  states  that  thirty  yean  after,  "  tbe 
1266.  "  town  of  Wisbech  and  castle  ware  utterly  destroyed  " 
by  a  violent  innndation  of  the  sea.  Frwn  such  deras- 
tating  effects,  it  would  probably  be  a  cmsiderable  time 
before  the  town  would  recover  itself.  It  af^Mars, 
however,  from  Pugdale,  that  excessive  pains  were  takm 
and  vast  expenses  laid  out  in  preserving  the  coooby 
from  utter  drowning,  and  in  tb6  recovery  of  the  districta 
sufiering  l^  theae  disastov. 

1327.  In  1st  Edward  III.  John  Hotham,  bishop  of  Ely, 
obtained  a  charter  for  a  fair  at  Wisbech,  to  be  hidden 
for  twenty  successive  days,  to  b^;in  on  Trinity  eys^ 
A  few  yean  after,  we  read  of  an  hospital  at  Wisbech, 
dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist,  the  inaatership  of 
which  was  is  the  gift  (rf*  the  bishop  of  Ely.t  Whether 
the  almshouses  said  to  be  king  John's  were  ere<rted  cm 
the  dedioe  of  this  hospital,  and  thence  took  their  name, 

*  Sas  PH"  ISA* 

t  "  B^iit.  Epuc  Elieo.    B«i  cmccnit  Jobumi  FimciM  k  leoda 
"  cerU  new.  tsir.  in  Wiibich,  nnpsr  unortiwt  Hocpiulu  ibidea,  per 
"  teinti*  dabila."   AndtlwIi^iriiigiBUtcnDrihuhoquuluBMcaidBd: 
1194    Jahn  da  Lesaa. 
1143    John  da  Weitta. 
iaS9    Bad  da  IjlingboiKtu 
1350    Bad  da  RiopUde. 
1359    Edmd  Kigeho. 

CtU  XSS.  Brit.  Xm. 
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which  in  progreM  of  time  were  called  King  John's, 
cannot  now  be  ascertained,  dot  is  the  site  of  the  hospital 
known,  or  the  time  when  it  was  abolished. 

Ihe  country  seemed  earnest  in  using  every  diligence  a.d. 
for  the  reparation  of  their  banks  frcHn  time  to  time,  1378. 
paiticnUiIy  between  Wysbeche,  Elme,  and  Welle  ;*  and 
amongst  Tarious  other  orders,  there  is  one  made  for 
coQStmcting  a  bank  for  the  better  safeguard  of  Ehn 
and  Wisbech,  viz.  from  the  stone  cross,t  near  the  faon^e 
ftf  lepers,  into  the  town  of  Wisbech,  and  thence  to  the 
rirer  of  Wisbech  directly  to  Oof^ihome  (ur  Griggis- 
faume. 

The  ftdbwing  year  (2d  Richard  II.)  is  an  important  1379. 
■Qtn  in  the  annals  of  Wisbech,  inasmuch  as  at  this 
period  the  Guild  of  the  Holy  Trinity  was  founded, 
which  ailarwards  led  to  the  incorporati<Ht  of  the  town. 
Guilds,  or  social  confederations,  were  adopted  by  the 
Ai^lo-Sazons ;  the  objects  of  their  union  appears  to 
have  been,  that  every  hearth  or  family  should,  at 
E^rter  in  every  year,  pay  one  penny;  and  on  the 
death  of  any  member  of  the  guild,  one  peony,  whether 
man  or  womafi,  for  the  soul's  scot.  It  Kems  somewhat 
to  have  resembled  our  benefit  societiefl,  in  which  the 
members  make  small  stated  payments,  and  are  buried 


'  Ihigdib,  p.  306,  &c. 

t  CraoM  were  btaierly  areclad  tor  Tuiolll  porpoaas,  to  dxle^uoa  tliB 
haaduMif  pnfMitjr,  Npaciallf  ef  lalicioaa  bo«Mt,  nubu  tbgcaoMof 
St.  C«lUaE,  1)«nr««m  Sp^dinf  ud  CrowUiid ;  othan  w«ra  niwd  to  dapn- 
CM*  tbc  jodgiunt  of  the  AlMkigh^,  thioo^  the  prajsn  of  tin  dsTont,  Jic. 
TUa  Gtnaa  *nt  Btaated  whara  tha  atone  ia  now  flied,  u  the  diridon 
ietwaaa  tha  r""-*—  of  Wiabech  nd  Sm,  on  the  icnth  aide  of  tha  caub 
Mod^  taowm  H  Spital  CnMh 
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at  the  expense  of  the  fund ;  others  were  for  God's  lore 
and  their  soul's  need,  holding  meetings  three  times  a 
year.  Mass  priests  were  appointed  to  sing  a  mass  for 
their  livii^  friends,  and  another  for  their  dead  frioids, 
and  evaiy  brother  two  psalms.  At  the  death  of  every 
member,  nx  psalms  were  to  be  chaunted,  and  every 
man  to  pay  five  pennies :  in  the  mercantile  towns  and 
seaports,  l^ere  were  also  guilds  or  fraternities  of  men 
for  carrying  on  commerce.  Domesday  book  mentions 
the  Gi-halla,  or  Guildhall,  of  the  burghers  of  Dover ; 
on  other  occasions,  they  were  in  the  nature  of  friendly 
associations,  made  for  mUtnal  aid  and  contribution,  to 
meet  the  pecuniary  exigencies  which  were  perpetually 
arising  from  burials,  legal  exactims,  penal  mulcts,  and 
other  payments  or  compensations.  That  much  good 
fellowship  was  cotmected  with  them,  can  be  doubted 
by  no  one ;  the  fines  of  their  imposition  imply  tint  the 
materials  of  conviviality  were  not  forgotten.* 

Many  religions  guilds  and  fraternities  were  established 
in  divers  parts  of  the  kingdom,  though  it  is  not  shewn 
that  they  received  at  first  any  authority  from  the 
govanment  to  enable  them  to  form  such  establishment. 
The  head  or  chief  person  of  the  guild  was  stiled  the 
Alderman,  and  was  chosen  by  the  commonalty  of  the 
town.  Tile  Wisbech  guild  was  of  a  religions  description, 
dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  called  by  the  name 
of  "Thb  Guild  ob  FaAXEBNixY  of  thb  Holy 
"Trinity  im  Wysbbch."  A  certain  regularity  was 
preserved  in  the  proceedings  of  the  guild  then  formed 
in  the  town,  whereof  a  register  was  kept,  and  which  ia 
DOW  filed  amongst  the  records  of  the  corporation. 

*  Toimt'i  Aa^oSnoaM. 
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Hie  a&in  of  tlus  community  were  directed  by  a 
■umber  of  pereona,  coosiBting  wmietimefi  of  twelve,  and 
from  that  nnmber  to  eighteen,  wbo  assembled  once 
a  year  at  the  time  of  the  feast  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
and  woe  caUed  "an  Inquimtion,"  at  other  times  "an 
"  Inqoest,"  or  "  a  Jury,"  by  whom  the  alderman  and 
«thflr  officers  of  the  guild  were  elected :  at  first  only 
nz  officers  were  elected,  viz. 
,An  Aldenmm, 

Two  officers  called  9cabuii,* 

A  Clerk, 

AI>ean,t 

An  Hostiliaritis4 

By  way  of  specimen  of  the  terms  and  method  in 
wlich  the  accounts  of  this  fratenuty  were  kept,  tho' 
fiiat  entry  is  deciphered  verbatim  from  the  original^ 
Mowed  by  a  translation,  as  attempted  by  the  compiler. 

2d  Richard  II.  A.D.  1379. Memorandum   qd.  kk 

ixdpit  lAber  Con^otor.  FVatermt.  tee.   Trimtatu. 

Compotiu  Ade  Reynald  CapelU,  Kmonis  Pok«dych,   a.d. 
Ade  BSaitys,  Qilbti  Grouet,  Scabinor  Oilde  ice  T>im-  1379. 


*  BckUai,  Sea*U,  at  Skjwtaa,  mm  tbs  gHHdIna,  gonnon,  ot 
aevnds,  ud  hid  tba  duga  of  the  good*  and  dfocti  of  tba  gnild.  They 
<*mn  two,  lod  lomatimaa  fcur  in  DBmber ;  wiuora  gonig  off  jetilj,  wbea 
tm  oOan  wen  clioieii.  Tbajwere  iwon,  iriuDlbejncnTtdOieelkttteU 
at  0a  kioaa,  to  taifloj  the  w>e  bUUally  to  the  good  of  (he  gvlld. 

1 4a  um,  In  ia  called  "DecaaiuiEccMc."    la  ISIS,  ha  ia  oidarad 
la  wwa  tha  >ld*T»a»ii  tai  brathiea  to  briag  in  tbair  booki,  acwaatB,  be. 
li  iSSf,  be  la  ordered  to  pre  awwiltlon  to  the  inqoeit  to  bare  the  tecoimt* 
teedj  at  the  etoctiea. 
'   J  AaartotetewaricflbeWltoaMiituieateilaiaiagatraDgen. 
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tatis  de  Wyabedi,  a  die  doica.  in  fo<  aee  TrinHatia, 
aimo  Rt.  Ricardi  acdi  a  Conqii.  ii.  uaq.  ewid 
die  dnicam  anno  Ri.  Jlicaidi  sodi  iii.  p.  tm.  vm. 
intern.  Imprimie,  denar  racept  ad  capelJan.  Ident 
R.  de  £  iiii.  6i.  8d.  re  de  Frotrib  pdce  Fratemitat  a 
fo  Sci.  Michael,  a  Ri.  Ricardi,  acdi  uj.  iisq.  dem.  Fto; 
Sci.  Michael  px.  seqiu  pt.  denar  q.  enint  reoept,  de  X. 
Dor  adventiciis  per  ttio,  Nativitat  Sci.  John  Bapte-  pz. 
8equt:—Sm.  £4.  9i.  Idem.  R.  de  26f.  8d.  recept  de 
64  Frator  pdce.  FraUmitat  per  imag  see  Trinitat 
emend : — 5m.  26i.  8^.  Idem  re  de  46a  Sd.  recept  de  14 
nor  adveDticiis,  videlt  de  Johe  Tyd,  Johne  Austyn, 
eeoT.  Johne  Hillaiy,  WiUo.  Fyachfer,  Johne  Aastyn, 
jonr.  Johne  Cartels,  Martino  Mylya,  Johne  Barbonr, 
Ricardo  Barbour,  JtAme  Cockope,  Pet  Hairy,  Pet  Veck, 
Henrico  Barker,  and  Willo.  Duuhm.  de  quolibet  eor. 
3i.  'id.  i— Sm.  46(.  8d.  Idem  re  de  llli.  8d.  recept 
de  67  Fratrib>  pdce.  Fratem.  videlt.  de  qnolib.  eor, 
.20d.:— Sm.  111*.  8<^     Sm.  total  £13.  14;. 

Expeni.-~lmpoaaB,  Copatant'stdnt  Dno.  Ade  Ranald 
capello  celebttt  p.  pdca  Fratem.  per  ann.  int^^  ridelt. 
a  fo.  Sci.  Michael  ultio,  pttio.  uaq.  dcm.  Fm.  px.  wq&s. 
£4.  Gt.  8d. :— Smna  £4.  6>.  8<^  Idem  copat'  m  on 
imag  See  Trinitat  empt.  26«.  3d.  Et  Bolnt  cemenfar, 
8«.  Et  Bolnt  1  ho.  auzil.  pdcoa.  cementar  per  1  die  4d. 
Etmlat  Johi  Kyngsper  per  le  Pardoa  lemoveiid'  en 
meremec,  et  bordis,  et  clavis  ferrei  ad  idm,  et  cercTisa 
dat  c^ar,  3s  21{/.  Et  dat  Johi  Flazman,  per  labore  sao 
uaq.  Walpole  per  cenia^  taboacli,  64,  in  sabal  et 
calcer  empt.  \23. : — Sm.  38i.  3|(/.  Idem  eoput  in  2 
peciis  pailni  tatiei,  empt.  apd.  London,  p,  capit  F^tm 
pdce.  Fratemitat  ca  carriag  a  London  usq.  Wyabech, 
106*.  8d.  :~Sm.  106f.  Qd.    Idem  copat  in  pane  emj>t. 
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3*.  Sd.  In  evicia  ep.  16*.  Gd. ;  in  vino  2$.  l^d. ;  ia 
canab  bons  emptr.  3i. ;  in  croco  Id, ;  in  ovig  4ld;  in 
1  qrt.  vojioiu  2d. ;  in  orfHB  3d. ;  in  caseo  13d,  In 
crisia  expeod  eca.  oraacoe  snli  4d, ;  in  stipend  cod  6di 
in  rwudo  Fiat.  Lena  per  eor.  cora  et  labwe  6i.8d.im 
6  mynstnls  10*.  In  cxpens  Ificholi  Tyneteshdl  neq. 
Less,  per  apparatn  de  duisn.  empt.  6i.  8d.  In  clavis 
fcxra  anpt  per  nnacoe  anli  6d. ;  et  dat  Robto.  fi]. 
Hoe.  per  aula  et  oraBooe  eid.  3t.  4d. ;  et  dat  Jdii 
SyiBood,  pw  1  hoe.  snapena  aepeliend  8d. ;  et  adlut  per 
tthoaxAo  in  pte.  Bolncoia  lOt. ;  in  papyro  empt  per 
oopnt  ob. :— Sm.  £3.  6«.  4d. 

Sm.  enin.  ezpens,  £14.  17f.  lOld.  et  ws  ezpena  eX' 
cedkit  lecept  23i.  10}d.  q.  ddwnt  ai^n.  per  67  Fratrea, 
TidelL  quilib.  eor.  ad  6d.  et  aio  reman  23|if.  qs.  pdei. 
Frea.  in  vino,  expend  anteqm.  recednt,  et  sic  de  copoto 
nicbil  ftoianet.    Amen. 

Memaramdvm    that    here    begim    tie    Book    of   the 
Accotmtaiitt  of  the  Brotherhood  <^  the  Holy  Trinity. 

The  aoconnt  of  Adam  Bfiyaald,  the  ohapkin,  Simon  a.t>. 
Pokedyah,  Adam  Man]»,  Oilbttt  Grout,  the  Bk^rTeM*  1379. 
of  the  Oaild  of  the  Hdy  Trini^  <tf  Wysboch,  from 
Sunday  on  the  feast  <tf  the  H<^  Trinity,  in  the  2d 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  after  the  conqneat,  to  the  same 
Ssnday  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Richard  II.  for  <«« 
wbda  yearr  Imprieoisy  in  a  t^ttb  received  for  the 
dmiJain.  Also  in  the  smn  of  £4.  fit.  Sd.  received  of 
the  brotfatrhood  of  the  said  fmtemity,  from  the  feast 
of  Saint  Miobaelf  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  ot 

•Swpiftiai. 
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Richard  II.  to  the  feast  of  Saint  Michael  next  fbltowing^ 
except  the  pence  which  were  receiTed  of  ten  noricetf 
for  the  third  time  from  the  nativityof  Saint  John  the 
Baptist  next  following :  —  Sum,  £  4.  9t.  Abo  in  the 
Bom  of  26i.  M.  received  of  Bizty-fiwr  brethren  of  the 
said  fraternity,  for  the  purchase  of  an  image  <}£  the 
Holy  Trinity :— Sum,  £  1.  6>.  8d.  Also  in  the  sum  of 
46>.  Bd.  reoeived  of  fourteen  novices,  viz.  John  Tyd, 
John  Aiistin,  senior,  John  Hillary,  William  Fyseher, 
John  Anstyn,  junior,  John  Curteys,  Martin  Mylya, 
J<An  Bftcbour,  Richard  Barbour,  John  Cuckope,  Peter 
'  Hurry,  Peter  Veck,  Henry  Barker,  and  William  Dunham, 
of  each  of  them  Si.  4d. :— Sum,  £2.  6$.  Bd.  Also  in 
the  sum  of  £  5.  1 U.  Sd.  leceived  of  sizty'-seren  brethren 
of  the  aforesaid  intemity,  viz.  of  each  of  them  20d.  :— 
^um,  £6.  11«.  Sd.    Total  sum,  £13.  I4j. 

Expended. — First,  they  account  in  a  payment  made 
to  Mr.  Adam  Reynald,  the  officiating  chaplain  of  the 
said  ftatemity,  for  one  whole  year,  viz.  firon  the  feast 
of  Saint  Michael  last  past,  to  the  said  feast  next  fol- 
lowing, £4.  6>.  8d. :  — Sum,  £4.  6*.  Sd.  AIm  they 
reckon  for  the  purchase  of  aae  muge  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  25t.  3<f.  And  they  pud  to  the  plaisterers  St. ; 
and  for  one  man's  assistance  for  the  said  plaiateren  for 
one  day,  4d. ;  and  they  paid  to  John  Kyngsper  for  the 
removal  of  Parehi,  with  timber  and  boards  and  iron 
nails  for.  the  same,  and  fiv  beer  given  to  the  voiianen, 
3s.  2|rf. ;  and  they  gave  to  John  Flaxman  iw  his  kdKmr 
to  Walpole  for  carriage  of  the  tent,  6d. ;  fw  sand  and 
vhitening  bought,  13d.:  — Sum,  £1.  18i.  3id.  AIm 
they  reckon  for  two  pieces  of  wocriten  doth  boaght  in 
London,  for  hoods  for  the  brethren  of  the  said  fratemitf , 
with  the  carriage  &om  London  to  Wisbech,  £5.  6i.  Sd. : — ■ 
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Sum,  £6.  6t.  9d.  Alao  thejr  mdton  fbr  bn&d  boaght 
9i.  64.;  &m  beer  boaght  16>.  6d. ;  for  wine  2t.  l^d,  j 
fo>  beef  bongltt  3<i ;  for  safiiroa*  Id.;  for  e{^  4<j.; 
for  one  qnbrt  of  nrjbiee  2d, ;  fw  fish  3<f< ;  ch«esa  13d.j 
for  b«w  given  at  the  fittjng  up  of  tbe  hall  4d.;  for  the 
cook'a  wages  6^. ;  as  a  reward  for  the  l»ethreD  at  Lyon  {qs 
their  «aie  and  labour  Gs,  8d. ;  for  five  miiutrda  10>. ; 
for  the  expense  of  Nicholaa  TynateshaUe.  to  Lym,  and 
for  the  purduue  of  apparel  for  ten  daiie«n,£f.  Sd, ;  tac 
iron  aaila  bought  Sot  the  fitting  up  of  the  ball  6d. ;  and 
they  gave  to  Robert,  aaa  <>{  Tbomai,  for  the  hall  and 
amamenting  the  same,  3t.  4d. ;  and  they  gave  to  John 
Symond,  for  <me  man  to  hang  up  the  burial  things,  8d>  j 
and  they  paid  for  a  tent  in  part  of  payment  lOi.; 
tar  paper  bought  for  the  accountant  one  farthing  :— 
Sum,  £2.6t.4d. 

Stun  of  all  the  ekpenditure,  £  14.  17«.  lOiif.  and  to 
tbe  espencUture  exceedi  the  rece^>bi  £  1.  3i.  10{d. 
whi^  oo^t  to  be  paid  1^  the  uxty-aeten  Wetbren, 
▼is.  eaob  of  them  -  Bd. ;  and  thus  there  would  remain 
1«.  ll|dL  which  the  eaid  Ivotbera  expended  in  wine 
befiwe  they  departed ;  aod  ao  fiwn  the  account  notJiing 

MmoraHd,  de  otb.  nedb.  ptbitnta.  Gilde  Ste.  TVMftrt. 

Imprimii,  naa.  cenina  argentea  deaaxita ;  it  un  par 
da  badia  d«  ooralle;  it  9  par  de  bedia  de  aaabyr;  it  3 
par  bed  legatte;  2  parper  iij.  de  la  argent;  it  2  par 
la  bedb  de  coiallet  ca  30  pr.  mr.  argeatea ;  it  peadoit 
tap.  pdooa.  le  bedia  de  uobyr,   3  ceifix  et  3  aminl 
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ftlgeotit ;'  it  1  ceijk ;  it  de  nnglui  •nnul^  10  umsl';  it  de' 
daplicabuM  broobis;  9  br.;  it  de  hnek  on  Itpid,  0 
bfoch. ;  it  d«'  sin^s  annul  cu  lapidib,  8  annul;  it  on 
elochear  ai<geat,  ca  9  par  da  le  aohinaclMrr  de  aigent; 
it  on  cdfix  duplic;  it  un  carvm,  ca  capita  deaniata; 
h  un  lyn.  cu  lapid ;  it  an  Jetro  deaorat ;  it  un  vincl. 
en  ocifix;  it  3  Ago.  di  de  le  argent;  it  ttn-broc^ia  de' 
deaUnt ;  it  1  brocb  ;  it  2  small  brochta  ;  it  1  pr  bedis 
de  beryll,  on  eelflx  et  Maria  iniaguus ;  it  1  aocar.  qd. 
TOOntlWbyllWrCQ  corona;  it  1  annul  argent  deaurata; 
it  4  labidib  de  chiyatal  et  beiyll ,-  1  bnuxdie  de  coralt. 

MemoraAdim  of  all  the  itectitariet  belonging  to  the 
Guild  of  the  Hol^  trinity. 

Imprimis,  me  crown,  silrer  gilt;  also  dne  pair  of 
beads  of  coral ;  also  nine  pair  of  beads  of  amber ;  also 
ffaree  pair  of  beads  of  jet ;  two  feir  for  tbree  of  the 
iSiva  ones ;  -also  tW9  p«ir  of  beads  of  coral,  wiA  twenty 
sUver;  also,  bangtng^over  the  aforesaid  beads  of  amber, 
three  oniofixtia  and  tbinee  sitm  rings ; '  also  one  Grvwiiix ; 
also'of^  single  rings,  ten  rin^;  tdse  of  double  brbbehes, 
dine  hTooehM>  alto^  of  breaches  ^rit)L  stones,  six 
brooches ;  also  of  single  rings  with  stones,  eight  rings ; 
also  one  silver  clasp,  with  nine  pair  of  silver  stomachers ; 
aho, «fte douMe.cruoi&x,;  slM op« st^g vidiagiU. b«avt ; 
also  one  ryn  with  a  stone,  and  one  golden  Jesu ;  also 
tmi  Okain,  with  a  cmoifix  ;  aim  two  LaKkbs  of  Qod  of 
silver^  abo'  oae^t  tirooch;  also  oaa  Woocb;  abotwo 
im^t  biiwMAea;  abo  Mie  pair  oS  beids  tit  XvyH,  wiU^ 
a  cmci^  and  *A  ioaga  of  the  Vi^»  Mary;,  alto  one 
aceer,  which  is  called  JMHktU'W,  with  a  orown ;  also 
one  silver-^lt  ring ;  also  four  stones  of  chiystal  and  a 
beryU ;  one  branch  of  ooaL 
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In  ^e  Bfteetlth  year  cpf  the  reign  of  king  Kiclian]  II.  a.o. 
•n  act  1^  parliament  was  paused,  reciting  the  "  Statute  de  1393* 
"  Religions,"  or  Mortmain,  (7th  Edward  I.)  dffectmg 
certificates  to  be  made  and  returned  of  all  lands,  8cc.  (^ 
all  religienB  places,  guilds,  and  fraternities,  and  a  license 
waa  henceforth  to  he  obtained  from  the  king  to  cause 
them  to  be  amortysed,  whereby  these  guilds  became 
laised  into  higher  importance. 

Of  the  actual  formation  and  establishment  of  the 
Wisbech  guild,  no  particular  record  is  preserved,  lite 
first  and  earliest  notice  is  "  the  account  of  Adam 
"  Reynald,  the  chaplain,"  as  above  stated ;  a  lapse  o^ 
farty-four  years  then  succeeds,  whoi  the  proceedings 
fcegfai  t«  assume  more  of  regularity.  A  few,  therefore, 
(^  the  material  orders  progressively  are  transcribed,  and 
though  they  may  by  many  be  esteemed  unimportant, 
still,  in  detailing  them,  we  must  plead  the  apoI(^  cf 
HnrnO,  wbo  welt  ebserres  that,  in  reading  history,  trivial 
incidents,  which  shew  the  manners  of  the  age,  are  often 
BOM  instructive,  as  well  as  entertaining,  than  the  great 
transactions  of  wars  and  negociations,  which  are  nearly 
nmilw  in  all  periods  and  in  all  countries  of  the  world. 

An  inqoisitioD  was  taken  (m  the  morrow  of  the  Holy  1423. 
I^inity,  anno  dni.  millo.  cccczziij.  and  in  the'  second 
yearof  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  by  John  Lambe,  alderman, 
wbco  it  is  leoorded  that  the  thirteen  persons  then  assemr 
bM  prooOeded  to  elect  into  the  office  of 

Ckrk, Jolm  Spencer. 

Dim Walter  Rokelsnd. 

CktmbeHam,     •... i  SfanoB  Ryan. 

k3 


ib,Google 


14a  HISTORY   OF 

Orden.  —  It  «u  Uien  ordered,  thai  aacfa  brother 
should  hare  a  hood,  on  pain  of  two  ponnda  «f  wax. 

Item,  That  all  the  brethren  should  dina  tt^ether  on 
the  principal  day. 

That  certain  nlvflr,  paid  into  the  hands  of  R.  Clay- 
croft  and  another,  shonld  be  delivered  to  John  Lunbef 
the  alderman  of  the  guild, — that  is  £  10. 

That  four  marks,  which  were  ptud  into  the  hands  ^ 
Richard  Loke,  shonld  be  taken  and  delivered  to  the 
said  aldnman. 

That  all  the  brethren  of  the  said  guild,  who  ^onht 
have  any  silver  ot  gold  paid  into  th^  hands,  should 
be  discha^ed  thereof  on  the  principal  day. 

That  the  alderman  should  receive  of  John  Tofty,  oi 
Elm,  OM  pot,  which  Richard  Bariier  gave  to  the  said 
guild. 

That  the  alderman  should  receive  one  dish,  which  was 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  John  Koope. 

That  one  leaden  vase  be  deUvered  into  the  hands  tit 
John  Lambe. 

CertfUB  repairs  were  ordered  to  be  done  to  the  hall, 
and  the  workmen  were  paid  fonrpence  pw  day. 

Then  fc4k>we  an  account  of  the  mimies  received  for  the 
use  of  the  hall  by  the  clerks  of  the  market,  as  there  stated. 

Walter  Rokeland  is  named  the  dean  of  the  goild'  before 
the  altar. 

Tktn  was  then  accounted  for  3t.  6d.  for  the  souls  of 
eleven  persons  there  enumerated,  with  expenaea  of  wax. 

Two  or  three  hnthren.  were  called  upon  to  be  pledges 
for  what  should  be  delivered  into  the  care  of  die  alderman. 

A.D.       The  brotheibood  keptupanannnal  feast,  which  was 

1453.  h^  on  what  ie  there  called  ".the  Pmcipal   Day," 

presumed  to  be  the  feast  of  the  Holy  Trinity.    8ewal 
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ileou  aie  Btated  at  prcmuons  to  be  proenred,  meh  as 
k  eaif  and  &  Umb,  the  price  of  which  was  2».  6d.  each, 
wtd  a  quarter  of  Teal  4^.  and  a  mdnBtrel  was  to  be 
allowed.  At  thia  time  ^erc  are  said  to  have  been  twenty- 
three  covplea  of  brotibera  and  eiatan.  An  ordinance  was 
slao  made  thia  year,  that  all  the  brothen  and  aiiiten 
ahookt  come  on-  ths  [nincipal  day  into  the  hall,*  viz.  at 
the  first  and  aecond  vespen,  and  also  at  the  great  maaa, 
and  there  sit  with  the  alderman  at  chunh,  according 
to  ancifiat  laudable  cvatom,  <»  pais  of  e^^  poonda  of 
wax  ]t  ^^  A  fbrttiflr  order,  that  when  it  ahonld  happen 
that  any  brother  or  aiater  of  the  guild  in  the  town  of 
Wyaebeche  ahould  deceaae,  that  all  the  brothers  and 
aiatets  should  cwne  to  church  with  the  brother  or  nster 
deceaaed,  to  make  prayer  and  offering  for  hia  or  her 
Mill,  oo  pain  at  one  pound  of  wax. 

About  the  firat  year  of  Edward  IV.  some  disputes  a.d. 
appear  to  hare  arisen  respecting  ths  guild,  but  the  1460. 
brevi^  of  the  oitriea  precludea  any  ezplanatim. 

It  ia  said,  adrice  waa  taken  about  the  guild  of  the  ' 
Ho^  IVinity,  for  which  a  Fee  was  paid  to  a  serjeant  at 
law,  of  6«.  6d:  and  to  one  John  Brewode,  of  Ely,  3i.  4d. 
A  silf^  chalice  was  purchased  in  this  year,  weighing 


'  TbaM  U  so  JMnlprinn  aMumgit  dia  ractnds  of  Qia  gaiU,  ao  u  to 
MceittiB  the  ipot  wlm«  tbia  li*ll  wu  dtoated. 

t  n«N  ii  ft  emaoaa  udcnt  iMiie  fin  ngaUlint  tlw  w«I(ht*  of  t^wia 
MiowDoa  wad  it  Cnloifaaiy.  Tho  jiucal  l^w  (i«pgrMntin(  Clnlrt, 
tU  dnf  at  Uw  ebnch,  Ibo  jOba  at  l^t,  Ico.)  wu  to  ooal«ia  thrM  bnn- 
Aodpoaadaof  wax;  tba  t^wutbe  fMita,  tanponodi;  Uta  prowaaiawd 
aMB,  tbie«  ponda;  Oat  «■  tba  altar,  ana  pond;  tboaa  naad  daily  ia 
jWBiarioM  ml  ■liim.  tiro  poBodaaach.    Baiai^. 
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»  and  a  half,  at2t.6d.fw  ovoce: — 
amoqnt,  jC3.  I2t.  4d.  Then  appear  to  have  been 
sereral  minor  or  lesser  guilds,  though  all  sulyect  to  the 
paramount  one  of  the  Holy  Trinity;  vhich  infeii^ 
guilds  were,  by  permisBion,  allowed  to  make  u«e  of  tbf 
hall : — their  names  were  as  follows,  viz.  tha(  of 

St.  Geo^e.  St.  Peter. 

Corpus  Christ!.  St  Thomas. 

The  Cross.  St.  Lawrence. 

St.  John  the  Baptist  The  Holy  Viigin  Maty. 

The  confidence  placed  by  the  public  in  these  institu- 
tions acquired  for  them  much  popularity ;  and  tiches 
flowing  in  from  vanotui  quartets  by  the  dmations  of 
the  opulent,  the  members  were  enabled  to  exercise 
A.D.  greats  hospitality.  In  the  first  year  alter  the  ac- 
1460.  cession  of  Edward  IV.  a  grand  feast  was  ordered  to 
be  prepared ;  it  might  probably  be  on  account  of  the 
result  of  the  bloody  battle  of  Towton,*  between  the 
riral  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster.  Whatever  was  the 
cause,  a  more  splendid  dinner  than  ordinary  was  this 
year  provided  on  the  principal  day,  and  the  viands  wefe 
directed  to  consist  of  seven  bu^iels  of  frnmenty,  six 
dozen  of  beer,  twenty-four  custards,  and  bokeoard  for 
pottage,  and  one  stroke  of  veal  for  supper;  lamb  w 
mutton,  with  chickens  or  pigeons;  and  they  should 
have  in  spices  two  shillings ;  end  if  they  should  order 
any  more,  they  should  pay  for  it  out  of  their  own  parse; 


iMpwMe  wu  the  coafiGt,thUM  qMrurma'aUoiMd;  tlikn  IM SS,m 
{MTHH,  nd  hM  ana  priMMr  ma  takn  bat  A*  tad  tf  PiiMiMni.  tUm 
ernt  occoned  om  Fifaa  Sodaj, 
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•nd  dm  titkt  tkey  shbuld  hare  one  nuiMltel.  Tb« 
exftamt  ^  a  ralf  it  slated  at  2*.  4d. ;  three  Iambi 
St.  fid. ;  five  porketa  3i. ;  forty-^nr  ehu^etts  3f,  4di 
Aa  a  pTQC^  of  the  incnaamg  aoqnimtioiui  of  the  guild, 
JiArn  Ketyll  waa  this  year  appcnnted  bailiff,  ^  "  to 
"  direct,  manage,  and  to  fann  **  all  the  landa  and  tene- 
nsMta,  asnxted  by  two  othen ;  aad  the  aakl  Jolm  to 
have  16*. 

Civil  war  now  nnfaappily  raged.  This  has  been  truly 
dceeiibed  as  a  time  of  trial  for  the  bimreBt  men  of  our 
coustty,  who,  instead  of  emj^oying  thar  courage  in  the 
defence  of  the  land  of  their  nativity,  turned  each  man 
against  lus  kinaman,  and  the  dearest  fiiends  embraced 
opposite  sides,  and  prepared  to  bory  their  private  regard 
in  Actioiifl  hatred.  In  one  of  these  unhappy  battles, 
6,000  bodies  were  found  dead  on  the .  field :  the  cries  of 
the  btherleas,  of  the  helpless  orphan,  and  of  the  be- 
reaved widow  were  heard  on  all  sides :  each  nan  strove 
to  reb  his  Itfother  of  his  dwelling  and  of  his.  proper^. 
Poring  tins  Img  and  sangninary  contest  between  the 
boBsea  of  Yoik.  and  Lancaster,  (which  lasted  neariy 
§ottf  yeaia)  'V^i^eeh,  indeed,  did  not  participate  in 
tatj  of  the  eventful  seenea,  most  of  the  deaperate 
battles  being  fon^t  in  the  more  inland  parts  of  the 
idand.  At  this  time,  however,  we  remaik  a  special  and 
peenfiar  <»der,  that  the  chaplain,  after  the  ofiertory, 
ahoold  pray  "  for  the  good  estate,  tranquillity,  and 
"  peace  of  all  the  realm  of  Expand."  The  alderman 
and  his  brethren  were  this  year  directed  to  have  a 
mofBspai^  (a  meeting  of  a  rdigknis  natare  <rf  the  whole 
brotherhood)  on  the  Friday  before  Trinity  Sunday,  at 

•  1UkdMf»taotieeofllwiVpai>aMB(oflMiH£ 
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■even  o'doek  in  tibe  morning,  at  the  gnild-liaU.  Stem* 
bridge  tut  a  at  this  tims  ipoken  of  as  a  mart  well  known, 
and  the  cEerk  and  dean  were  ordered  to  jwoTide  agunst 
the  principal  fwst  certain  wax  ■hots  and  seren  torchei, 
and  to  buy  wax  at  Sterrebiidge  fayre.* 

A.D.       As  the  pomewiona  (^  the  guild  increased,  the  estab- 
1475.  lishment  was  augmented.    The  officers  on  the  election  of 
this  year  ate  enomoated  as  follows: 

One  Aldoman, 

Two  Shyrens,  Scabini,  oi  Stewvds  of  the  Hall, 

Scribe, 

Dean, 

Two  Storekeepen, 

Server  in  the  Hall, 

Keepv  of  the  Jewds. 

And  the  salary  of  the  bailiff  tf  tiie  lands  was  raised 
to  £1.  6i.  8d.  AlthoDgfa  the  vicarage  had  been  endowed 
for  more  than  two  hundred  years,  this  is  the  first  year 
in  which  the  name  of  "  Vicar"  oGCure,  when  there  was 
an  wder  that  all  the  jewds  deliTered  ehoold  be  put 
into  safr  keeping,  with  four  keys,  to  be  kept  by  the 
aldennao,  near,  and  two  others.    More  regularity  began 

*  Tb«|TMtMtttctlM8len«1ifUlgeUr,IntlMlDMorFBnw,i*«tMed 
bjbiBM  lMlli«lti|Mtin  Engbnd.  Tlusbiiu  nid  to  ham  oiginkted 
(hm  t^  circamiUncs  of  ■  datlan  et  Kandal  harinc  KcidBstillf 
w<tted  hil  cloth  in  tho  liTer  thsre,  uiil  azpoMd  it  to  Mk  at  ■  cheap  tate. 
Itiiabonid  that  tha  Irith  marcbanu  brought  cloth  and  <rtb«r  (M^te 
that  awpcriDm,  in  the  nigB  of  Uaf  Athditan,  ^.u.Mi.  Bo  it  nit  m^. 
(Sn  it  ia  impoaiible  to  pierca  tho  veil  of  ntiiini^,  and  diacorer  ia  whit 
iepBt  fictioD  i>  blended  with  (act)  it  is  certaia  that  Slanafaridge  hir  baa 
loof  been  a  aurt  of  gnat  celebiitj,  and  u  atOl,  at  (bia  daj,  wdl  kamra 
and  in  tepatatign. 
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aow  to  be  annmed  by  the  guild  as  a  corporate  body, 
£ir  en  the  same  day  it  u  recorded,  that  the  common 
•eal*  waa  delivered  to  them,  whidi  ia  the  first  meatioti 
of  any  conmwa  seal  bong  used.  William  Qybb  ia  afW- 
warda  meoticned  «•  perpettwl  vicar  of  the  church  of 
Wisbech;  bat  oths  prieata  were  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  mass  at  the  chapels  within  the  said 
ehareh,  of  which,  that  of  the  Holy  Vii^^  ia  said  to 
hare  been  lately  erected.  The  fdlowing-memonitdum 
also  here  ocean :  "  Mr.  ThranaB  Bariter,  one  of  iha  exe- 
"  cutors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Thomas  Blower, 
"  came  in  his  own  proper  peiaon  bdbra  William  GyU>e, 
"  vicar  of  Wyaebech,  John  Elwyn,  and  other  co-fraters 
"  in  the  gUd-hall  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Wysebeeh,  the  a.». 
"  18th  June,  a.  d.  1477,  ac  dnL  reg.  Edwaid  IV.  16mo,  1477. 
"  and  then  granted,  and  in  perpetnal  alms  gave  to  the 
"  said  gild  d*  the  Holy  Trii^ty,  to  the  hoDor  of  God 
"  Mnnipotcnt  and  the  Uccaed  Virg^  Mary,  for  the 
"  salvation  of  the  aoole  of  the  aaid  Thomaa  Blower, 
"one  new  edifice,  called  the  Almahonse,  built  and 
**  aitwate  in  the  New  Mai^et  <^  Wywbech,  next  the 
"  ehnidi-yanl  ot  the  ohurch  of  St.  Peter  of  Wyaebech 
"  west,t  the  eoDunon  way  east,  and  abntta  on  a  messuage 
"  of  William  Beoniogs  north."    Thoe  is  also  a  further 


•  yrHStm  tlw  Cowpmot  introditced  the  nw  of  im1(  Iron  THatmtaiy, 
Hd  OejwwB  Bot  •Bplojod  bjDor  8uaa  MMMon.  TbaoMofiub 
■9  b«  UmI  ta  A>  ptfMot  Mondwd  pnbM  hfitoij  bom  iba  bom 
«rijpariadfc  Thsfa*tMal«deb»iteri«tliMaf  Edwud  thaConlbMWlo 
WotnnMct  (U*j,  wlucl]  bm  1m  biooght  with  him  from  Nonundj,  moA 
ttam  bi»ml  wu  m  cmm ;  bat  ccnnBum  wall  for  boitRtgh*  were  not  gene- 
tiBj  iamimaA  antD  the  htter  put  of  the  leign  of  Edwud  TV.  Is  the 
Mans  bt  the  matt  madcnt  dtiM,  Indnding  licodoa,  Wineherter,  and 
Ciateitaiy,  »  ■■■™'-'™  leel  wia  not  toond  beftre  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
IWk    The  peat  leal  of  Eo^ud  wu  ftnt  ued  in  1050. 

f  Tlw  eheihnnaB*  en  the  north  aide  of  the  cbvch,  eaOed  h^  aasy 
■■  U^  Jota'i  AhariMBM,"  rnj  peibyt  be  albM  to.. 
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inuaoiuidiim,  thai  Wilbsm  QyVb,  pwpetasl  viev  of 
the  chureh  of  Wysebech,  bad  granted  to  the  gwld  a 
nwsaage,  vnth  the  btiildiiigs  and  appwfaauicee,  in 
the  Old  Maricet  of  Wisbech,  in  perpetual  ahaa,  for  the 
wnl  of  John  Mbm,  alderman,  and  the  aonk  of  his  wife 
and  cfaildren,  to  celebrate  a  man  for  the  deceased,  and 
diatribute  in  alms  to  the  poor,  &c 

Certain  omameats  for  tlie  altar  of  the  Holy  Trini^ 
were  directed  to  be  delivered  to  the  dean,  and  the  altar 
itself  to  be  prepared  for  the  principal  feast,  "  with  nine 
"  crowns  and  paanel  with  the  jewels." 

A,o.  Aboat  the  time  of  Henry  Vll.  tbe  tenn  "  Inqneet," 
1502.  or  "  Inquisition, "  became  altered  to  "  £leetion,"  and 
called  *'  Elecco  Aldermanni ;"  when  Richard  Wyatt, 
the  riear  of  Wisbech,  was  admitted  iirio  tbe  brotherhood, 
and  paid  fw  his  admission  6t,  9d. ;  and  an  mdsr  was 
made,  that  no  brother  or  sister  sboidd  have  hia  or  hei 
victuals  and  serrices  at  their  own  hmtses,  witkont  legr- 
timate  excuse,  or  by  reason  of  iHneas,  and  thw  to  be 
allowed  by  the  aldwmaik  and  hia  brsthren ;  which  waa 
followed  ap  by  anoUm'  order,  that  the  presbyten  be^ 
tongmg  to  the  gaild  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Wyeebech, 
celebrating  mass  io  tbe  chapel  of  tbe  Holy  Trinity  there, 
flboold  celebnte  the  first  mass  at  tbe  sixth  hour;  the 
second  at  eight,  uid  the  thirdat  their  pleasure ;  and  that 
the  presbyteTs  should  appeu  in  their  surplices  at  aU 
hours,  to  sing  in  the  church  of  the  blessed  apostles 
Peter  .and  Paul  of  Wysebech,  viz.  at  first  vespers, 
(ccsnplete)  tbe  matins;  at  other  hours,  mass,  two 
vespers  (com^te) ;  and  at  all  other  masees  out  of 
devotion  in  tbe  said  church,  to  sing,  on  pain  of  four^ 
pence  for  every  hour  aforesaid,  unless  from  illness  or 
absence  on  a  joomey* 
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In  the  teUamag  y«ar,  Hr.  Wyatt,  the  victr,  was  a.d, 
vlciotvd  tbe  aUaaan  of  Uie  gaild,-  and  continKed  u  for  1603. 
aevmU  MnMssire  yoHi.  AocMDtly,  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor  ms  cfaiofljr  an  eccleuastical  conoem;  a  ftmrth 
part  of  Uw  tithes  in  eray  pamk  was  set  apart  for  that 
porpoaa ; '  the  BuniBt^r  had  the  ohief  diieotian  in  tha 
diapflsal  thereof^  ssuated  by  the  charchwardena  and 
other  principal  inhabitahts.  Afiervravda,  when  the  tithes 
c(  many  of  the  pariahea  beoanw  approiviated  to  the 
rdigtoas  hoasea,  those  societies  paid  aome  ahaie  likewise 
towards  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  reet  was  made 
up  by  voluntary  contributions:  but  the  mooaatenes, 
which  fed  and  supported  a  very  numerous  class,  were 
the  ordinary  leaource  of  the  deatitute. 

In  this  ^ear  is  an  order,  that  the  stawazd  in  the  hall,  1506. 
and  server  at  the  kitchen  board,  should  see  every  brothei 
and  sister  honestly  served  in  the  hall,  upon  Trinity 
Sunday;  and  when  the  aldeiman  and  his  brethren  should 
have  dined,  that  all  the  poor  pe<^e  then  praaent  should 
be  set  at  a  table  in  the  said  hall,  and  served  with  such 
meataa  should  be  left;  after  this  time,  special  direetions 
are  ^ven  for  the  poor  to  be  set  and  seaved  at  an  ^ipointed 
table.* 

Two  p«n«ms  w«re  also  aominatad  this  year  t*  serve  1508. 
the  poor:  with-  meat  and  diink,  on  tiie  Snnihiy  of  the 
Holy'  Trinity/  with,  the  frt^aeoits  Aim  tfaetahle  of  the 
1  hrethien  of.  the  gmld. 


*  Vfhea  oar  Aa^o-Suob  Uap  dintd.  Ilia  pooc  nt  in  tlu  BtMeU,. 
■ipecti^  Um  brokoD  nekt.  Edwud  1.  raliend  lU  hondnd  and  bzIj-bz 
tmj  Smiaj,  bandM  luiir  on  Mlnt-dsya.    TVrttm,  froa  Cbriat  and  tba 
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Most  of  the  religiovB  haaui  had  a  person  under  tbetr 
control  to  Bnpenntflnd  tbs  edncatum  of  youtli ;  at  this 
period,  the  office  of  acboolmarter  fiiat  ocean,  and 
although  no  tatty  is  made  prvnoiu  to  tliis  of  aoch  an 
appointment,  Btill  it  does  not  aeem  to  be  a  new  office, 
aa  the  resolution  rwu  io  general  words:  "  that  the 
"  4chooimatter  tkaU  kavt  from  mjdtummtr  mat  eight 
"  marki  tterUmg  for  MU  waga."  Tea  acres  of  pastnre 
in  Fanland  field  wen  let  for  twcn^  yean  at  ten  shiUingi 
a  year,  and  four  persona  were  ordered  to  overlotA  the 
writings,  and  to  ride  about  and  view  the  lands  of  the 
guild. 

A.D.       In  this  year,  an  order  was  made  for  translating  all 

1513.  the  fint  atatntea  and  wdinances  of  the  guild,  out  of 
Latin  into  F.nglish ;  bat  these  translations  (if  ever  made) 
have  not  been  preeerred,  so  as  to  be  handed  down  with 
the  other  reoorda. 

1514.  in  the  foUowing  yev,  an  oder  was  made  for  two 
obits  to  be  kept  in  the  chapel  of  the  Htdy  Trinity, 
wUkin  the  church  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul  of  Wiibech, 
with  placebo,  dirige,  and  mass  of  reqaiem;  and  more 
sdenmities  seem  to  have  been  used  in  die  conduct  and 
proceedings  of  the  guild,  and  <tf  the  fraternity  altogether, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  direotions  then  given,  via,  for 
four  torchetts  of  wax  to  be  bom  before  the  alderman 
to  and  &om  church,  and  to  bum  in  the  hall  at  the 
time  of  grace  and  prayers'  saying ;  and  also  to  be  bora 
before  every  brother  and  sister  of  the  guild  to  church  at 
their  death  day,  and  to  bum  ell  the  time  of  dirige  and 
mass  at  the  costs  of  the  said  gnild,  and  horn  to  chnich 
at  the  costs  of  the  deceased ;  and  that  three  priests 
should  say  mass ; — the  first  in  the  chapel  of  the  Holy 
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TMmt^  at  Wisbedi  tA  six  o'clock ;  and  another  to  sing 
IBHS I7  note  in  the  cbapel  of  onr  blessed  lady  there  at 
eig^t  o'clock ;  and  tiie  other  of  the  said  priests  to  say 
Hiass  in  the  chapel  of  the  Ui^  IVinity  when  disposed. 
And  tiiat  Done  of  the  priests  shoald  on  any  occasion  go 
oat  of  town  for  a  day  and  a  night,  without  license  of 
the  alderman  or  his  deputy. 

lie  pecoliarity  of  the  following  order  ik  die  apology 
for  introducing  it. 

"  It  is  ordered,  Uiat  the  cbatnberiainB  and  bailiffi  do   a.d. 
*'  provide  four  tapers  of  wax,  to  bom  all  the  time  while  1519. 
"  grace  is  saying,  and  each  of  them  holding  in  their 
"  hands  a  pot  of  ale  of  a  qoarte;  and  when  grace  is 
"  ended,  the  said  ale  to  be  ^veti  to  the  pe(^e  then 
"  fHveent,  acceding  to  the  old  ordinance."* 

Great  re^wct  seems  to  have  been  paid  to  peahoody, 
and  the  maimer  of  praising  God  by  aingisg  and 
efaanntittg ;  it  bong  ordered,  that  no  pcnon  riioald 
ehaont  in  a  certain  way,  unless  he  were  a  -print,  or 
should  teach  grammar  or  other  ezereiBe  in  tlie  town  of 
WubecD. 

The  nomber  of  officers  of  the  guild  on  the  feast  of  the  I52I. 
Holy  Trinity  kept  increasing,  as  appears  by  this  year's 
deetion,  (13th  Henry  VIII.)  for  after  ordering  that  the 
■tewaid  of  the  gnild  ahonid,  npon  the  guild  day  before 

fiw>fci  inmk  to  c^e  mMm.  "  OJveMkFiiMd"  iidartmd  bom  tktm, 
Th«  arigia  of  tba  torn  "  Tout  "  U  onceituii,  hat  wm  phbMy  m  men 
■MipfaOT,  fren  ft  tOMt  loMi&f  is  b  cop  of  UquM.    Fmintkt'i  AMijuUitt, 

ML  a. 
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Biase,  St  the  fetching  of  Uie'aldernltn  toeharch,  prorid* 
a  (KHopetent  break&at  for  the  said  aldeiinftii,  brdlireiiT 
and  BiBtera  t^  the  gajld,  and  all  to  hava  drink,  at  letaty 
if  they  irould ; — they  proceeded  to  appoint  the  foUowing 
officers : 

One  Alderman, 

One  Dean, 

One  Clerk, 

One  Steward  of  the  Hall— SeneicAa//  AuJm. 

One  Server  in  the  Kitchen, 

Two  Copbeenn^Cepi.  Oefeiit. 

Two  StSa.Mai'^'-SirviaUa  Paup€r^M. 

Two  Chambwlain»->-/n  Cantor. 

(tea  Baiii£^/n  BalUimm. 

One  Potter  at  Aa  Door. 

And  it  was  ordered,  that  every  brother  and  sister 
.  should  gire  their  attcaHhnee  and  come  to  the  guM-ball 
tngy  ytar^  en  the  Vigil  of  the  Holy  Trinitf ,  aa4  so  go 
with  the  aMennm  fiuavth*  asid  hall  W  cbnrch,  to  the 
fifst  eTep-flODg  at  the  nid  vigil ;.  the  next  day  to  naaa 
and  even-aoDg;  and  tiie  nUt  day  t«  he  at  eUuroh  at 
the  dirige  and  maas  of  requiem,  and  there  to  pray  and 
offer  for  all  the  fonnders,  brethren,  and  aiatera*  sonis 
of  die  guild,  00'  pai»>  witiioat  lavfbl  ezoAa^  of  one 

potud  of  WMt. 

Aleaander  Balam  is  here  oenticned'  as  the  aldeCBan.* 
Chamberlains  were  ilow  appointed  to  look  after  the 
eatatay  then  beginniog  f(v  be  of  vahie  and  importance. 


•   Tha  aoMMMn  vt  tfaia  AnO;  ■fterwM&i  iMidBd  mt  Bh, 
contiiined  to  Un  tbu«  wich  great  ra^ectaUli^  tbr  manj  ;•>». 
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«^o«e  ofdflts  mre  to  ride  and'  view  all  the  lands,  ^d' 
note  it^at  chai^ges  vera  done  and  made  by  Uie  bailiffs ; 
and  fbr  the  first  time  ih&e  ia  stated  a  paiticnlar  of  leases 
graatad,  1^  which  it  appean  that  the  land  oonuated  of 
one  hnndred  and  eighty-eeven  acres,  let  fbr  £  17.  d>. ;' 
among  which  are  the  forty  acres  in  Gmneth,  in  Meadow- 
gate  Lane,  belonging  to  the  capital  buigeBees  at  the 
present  day,  and  which  then  let  for  £3.  per  anaum:  and 
it  was  ordned,  that  no  man  dtoald  be  pennitted  to  sell 
hia  lease,  withoat  oonsent  cf  the  aldonnan  and  twdve 
of  the  brethren. 

Tlie  inqaest  -  6eera»  bow  to  hav«  assumed  a  kind  of 
judicial  anthority:    we  find  them  presenting  two  indi-     . 
Tiduala  fiiv  ausaaiiig  the  aldenla»  ia  wwda,  and  amereing 
each  of  them  3t,  Ad. 

In  more  recent  times,  it  has  been  a  long  established 
custom  for  the  btugetiBea  of  Widiedi  to  pfesect  a  purse 
of  money,  which  of  late  yeaie  bftf  been  twenty  guineas, 
to  the  lord  iHabop  of  the  dibcese  »s  bis'  primary  visi- 
tatim.  Thia  danatkn,  lAkk  seeiW  originaOy  to  have 
faecm  a  rec<^;nition  of  the  btritop**  authority  as  lord  of 
the  francluBe,  and  to  hare  been  reeeivwl  aa  a  mark  of 
respect  from  ancient  usa^,.  ia  noir  retosned  by  hia 
loidahip,  to  be  diapoaed  of  towudi  tome  charitable  a.d. 
fbnndatiini  in  the  town.  'This  year  (2fth  Henry  VIII.)  I£34. 
a  payment  of  £7. 6t.9d.'n  stated  to  hare  boMi  made  to 
bishop  Oooderick,  on  bis  fint  earning  to  Wisbech  aa 
bishop. 

the  liaie  having  iw«r  arrived  when  tins  comttry  began 
to  throw  off  its  allegiance  to  the  pope,  the  style  and 
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date  of  the  meetioga  an  altered,  being  now  writtAt 
as  followB:  "  27th  Henry  VIII.  by  the  grace  of  God 
"  of  EoglaDd,  Franca,  and  Scotland,  King,  Defender  of 
"  the  Faith,  Lord  of  Ireland,  and  on  eutb  the  aapreme 
"  Head  of  the  EDghah  Church." 

A.D.  In  this  year  passed  the  act  for  the  diMolotion  of  the 
1540.  monasteries ;  after  which  oo  farther  entry  is  made  of 
the  proceedinga  of  the  guild,  though  it  appean  to 
hare  existed  as  a  body  until  the  24th  of  June  16^7, 
when  there  is  a  record  of  monies  received,  amoAgst 
which  occurs  the  expense  of  the  aldet;inan  and  three 
otbers'to  meet  the  commiaauMiNs  at  Ely.* 

1547.      1st  Edward  VI — ^Ilie  record  of  the  last  meeting  of 
the  guild  which  took  place  is  as  under : 

John  Procktar,  Alderman. 
Robert  Sootied,  Biil^. 

».r-ii-       T.        '  J  Chamberlains. 
William  Day,    > 

John  Baxter,  Stemard  in  the  Haii. 
Oewge  More,  Sener, 
John  Wilson,  \  n    h 

Richard  fipanoer,  3     ^P    a  e  s. 

William  Andrew,  >    . , 

,  ,      .    ,  >  Almoners. 

John  Aailyn,         y 

John  Knight,  Sktxentr. 

Edward  Willis,  Clerk. 


•  ■HtUimrttliettMtlwUBg'iogiiMBiirioMftt^StE^.fa'hqdting 
into  tlw  religioiia  Mrtabliah»ntt> 
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The  proceedings  of  the  guild  conclude  with  an 
account  of  the  lands  and  meeauages  in  its  possession  A.n. 
155),  niany  whereof  are  described  as  the  ^fl  of  certaia 
individuals  there  named,  amongst  whom  is  William 
Belman,  who  is  said,  "  in  honor  of  the  Holy  IVinity," 
to  have  built  an  eleemoBymtry  house,  called,  in  modem 
language,  "  a  Gylde  Hall."  The  whole  possessicHts  are 
then  enumerated,  which  seem  to  have  consisted  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres  and  three  roods  of 
land,  independent  of  the  eleemosynary  house,  and  an 
edifice  called  the  almshouse,  near  the  church-yard  of  the 
church  of  St.  Peter,  having  a  common  way  east,  and  the 
church-yard  west,  tt^ther  with  two  other  messuages, 
one  of  which  was  situated  on  the  castle  dyke. 

The  seal  of  the  guild  has  not  been  preserved  amongst 
the  records  of  the  pi'esent  corporation.  That  they  had 
a  common  seal,  *  and  by  virtue  thereof  exercised 
powers  of  acquisition  and  alienation  is  undoubted ;  a 
deed  b^ng  still  extant,  to  which  the  common  seal 
of  the  fraternity,  in  good  preservation,  is  appended, 
now  in  the  possession  of  John  Bellamy,  Esq.  to  whom 
the  compiler  feels  indebted,  not  only  for  the  loan,  bnt 
for  permission  to  be  allowed  to  take  a  drawing  of  the 
seal.  The  deed  is  dated  23d  May  1537,t  (29th  Henry 
VIII.)  being  a  release  from  Alexander  Balam,  alderman, 
and  the  co-fraters  of  the  guild,  to  one  Nicholas  Peyrson, 
of  all  thor  right,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  in  a 
certain  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  caatle 


t  TLu  conrajuKa  u  contained  is  the  Unit  of  two  bnndred  ud  tliii^- 
rt  botwaoa  mch  de«d  ud  ths  pralizi^  of  Bodua 
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ditch  in  Wiabech.  The  seal  is  about  two  tncties  and 
tiiree  eighths  in  diameter,  and  has  three  human  figures 
surmouatiog  a  cattle,  which,  from  the  similarity  to  the 
engravipg  on  the  seal  naed  by  the  governor  in  1410,* 
leaves  little  doubt  but  it  was  the  representation  of  the 
ancient  castle  of  Wisbech.     A  shield  is  undemeath  the 

castle.    The  words  "  Sigillu  Fratnitati'  sive  Gildae 

"  Tiinitatia  de  Wysbech  "  Burround  the  seal :  +  the 
adjective  "  Sancte"  most.probably  suppUed  the  chasm 
where  the  seU  is  inutilated. 

Tft«  Dimbttiott  of  the  Guild. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  period  when  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  events  in  the  history  of  this  or  any 
other  country  took  pUc6, — the  reformatioa  of  our  national 
church  from  the  errora  of  popery.  The  foundation  of 
this  great  revolution  was  laid  in  Uie  reign  of  king 
H^iry  VIII.^  but  it  was  not  fintdly  completed  until  the 
time  of  Edward  VI.  wh^  the  doctrines  of  the  reform- 
ation were  eatabliahed  by  law.  Edward  was  little  more 
than  nine  years  old  when  he  ascended  the  throne;  Dr. 
C(a  and  Sir  John  Cheke§  were  apppiuted  hia  preceptors, 
nap^s  well.known  in  the  history  of. the  reformation  and 
of  ]itera<ture. 

■  See  page  134. 

t  Hi.  Hntcheuon  nolieei  thii  ume  leil  in  hi*  "  IntiDdnction  to  tli« 
"  Charter,"  wUcb,  he  there  obeerreg,  !■  drcsmKiIbed  *ritb  the  woria 

>' SigjUnw  CmmuwitataH  GiUbt Tiinitstb  4e  W jibeche,"  b«t,witb 

ereiy  deftrence,  it  i*  tnbmitted  that  the  conect  reading  ia  aa  alatad  above> 

t  King  Heni7  \1II.  it  laid  to  bare  aappreeeed  1,148  moaaateiiea  la 
England,  whoce  rerenue  amonnted  to  ^189,707.  per  annnv.  The 
conduct  of  the  greater  ahbeja  appeara  to  hare  been  aaaueptiouble- 
Twent^'Ui  mitied  barona  eat  in  the  hooae  of  lonb, 

f  The  leaned  Sir  John  CiMke  ma  a  satita  of  CmMdp. 
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Under  this  amiable  young  prince,   the  refumation    A.D. 
proceeded  without  irapediioait.*    One  of  the  first  acts  1647. 
in  the  new  reign    was  to  confer  upon  the   king  all 
chantries,  free  chapels,  and  coU^ea,  which  was  done 
by  the  passing  of  an  act,  intituled,   "  An  Act  for 
"  Cbanfries  Cidkgtate;"  whereby  it  was'  ordained — 

Fiistf  —  That  the  king  should  have  and  enjoy  all 
lands  theretofore  by  any  person  given,  to  be  employed 
wholly  to  the  finding  a  maintenance  of  any  anrnvasaryi* 
or  obit,  or  any  light  or  lamp  in  any  church. 

SeciHidly,  —  That  all  fraternities  and  brotherhoods 
shonid  be  given  to  the  king,  with  all  the  manon,  lands,  Sus, 

■  ThinUy, — ^That  commiawmas  should  be  appointed  to 
snrv^  all  the  lay  corporatiDns,  guilds,  fratemitiea,  and 
■11  the  evidwicea  and  writingsi  8cc. 

Fourthly, — And  that  the  same  eommissioners  shontd 
have  power  to  askigit  and  appoint  (in  every  place  when 
any  guild  or  flratonity,  or  the  priest  or  incumbent  of 
any  cbbntry  im  ene,  by  the  ibnndation  tut  first  institution 
thereof,  should  have  kept  a  grammar  tchool,  or  a  preacher) 
lands,  tenements,  and  other  hereditaments,  of  every  snch 
chantiy,  goild,  or  fraternity,  to  remain,  continue,  and  be 
in  sncceesion  to  a-  schoolmaster  or  preacher  fw  ever, 
lor  and    towards   keeping  of  a  grammar   school   or 

■  It  hMheea  Dbaprrad,  thM  the  roans  k^  Edwiid  VI.  gntt^n- 
M^Med  JtMuli :  ha  pve,  indeed,  (uigiilu''B*ideiice  of  wiidoB  nd  ^etj 

t  A]lUMitiiMifmakMef*&a«drai,HteBBaT>Mnj«lior}«in; 
t*  nV^ow  iMMM  «( lb*  poor,  fv  thi  loOd  gf  tU  Md  «r  tiM  <MNS«& 
12 
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preaching,  of  and  for  bucIi  godly  intents  and  purposes 
as   the  same   comnussionen  or  two  of  them    shooM 

appoint. 

And  that  such  commissimera  ahould  execnte  the 
commisBiim  to  him  or  them  directed,  beneficially  towaida 
the  deans,  maatera,  wardens,  and  other  muuBters,  and 
towards  the  poM'  people ;  and  also  towaida  the  main- 
tenance of  pieta,  jetties,  walla,  or  banks  against  the 
rage  of  the  sea,  havens,  and  creds. 

And  that  the  king  should  have  all  the  goods,  jewels, 
plate,  ornaments,  and  other  moveables  of  every  sach 
chantry  to  his  use,  8ic. 

By  yirtne  of  the  above  act  of  parliament,  commts- 
sioners  were  appointied  to  execute  the  orders  thereby 
directed ;  and  two  such  commissioners  being  nominated 
for  the  purpose  of  making  due  inqniriea  into  the  ctm- 
etitntion  of  the  guild  of  the  Holy  IVimty  beltmgii^  to 
the  town  of  Wisbech,  these,  with  the  alderman  and 
churchwardow,  met  at  Ely,  when  the  following  articles 
were  |»vpoBed,  to  which  the  answers  are  annexed. 

7%e  Artiela. 

A.D.  The  answer  to  the  articles  concerning  the  Trinity  gild 
1548.  of  Wisbech,  aeeoiding  to  the  articles  sent  fnnn  the 
king's  highness*  ecmimissioners,  and  delivoed  by  Thomas 
Crosse,  chief  constable,  made  by  John  Anstyn,  Henry 
Rose,  churchwardens,  Thomas  Preston,  curate  of  the 
township  of  Wisbechi  within  the  coun^  of  CawbaAgtf 
as  hereafter  doth  fUlow,  by  older : 
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Impiimis,  ooe  fratemitie  or  bsotherbood  founded 
within  the  church  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  in 
Wysbech  aforesaid. 

Name :— The  Trinitie  G;ld. 

The  names  of  priests  or  chaplains  thereto  belonging 
as  followeth :  - 

Mr,  Henry  Ogle,  Schoolmaattr. 
Sir  Nicholas  Myller.* 
Sir  Thomas  Cameron. 
Sir  Robert  Lynde. 

Item. — The  said  fratemitie  was  founded  1^  sitenn 
derott  persons  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  II.  and 
also  confyimed  by  divers  of  the  lung's  most  noble 
piogaiitors,  and  also  coniynned  by  the  king's  highness, 
in  the  twoitieth  year  of  his  moat  noble  reign. 

Foanded  for  a  free  school  their,  to  educatt  and  bring 
up  the  youths; 

And  to  preach  the  word  of  God ; 

And  to  celebnte  other  divine  servis,  praying  for  the 
king's  majestie,t  and  for  the  preeenration  cX  this  realme; 

And  to  rdieve  s'teyne  poor  people,  as  more  plainly 
doth  apere  by  the  foundation,  &«. 

The  articles  here  break  off  abruptly.  The  next  item 
is  as  follows : 


■  It  *H  iMwl  in  tbMe  diji  to  pra£x  Um  tiOs  of  "  Sir  "  U  (he  >■««■ 
■T  ■  cntatD  dsKiiptioB  fif  nf  rlfniiirJi  ■.  InMead  of  "  ReTerend."  Cnntcf, 
ckipbiiii,  lican,  or  ncton  wen  Hjlsd  Sir,  or  Domuiiu,  ta  diitiagiuili 
tkeH  froB  Buten  of  irti,  or  migulri.    NidialW  AwteitUt. 

t  "  M^«ty"iruacTCTDwdimtiltliB  time  of  Henry  VIII;  "Gnc^' 
kpa  aknt  Oa  tia«  of  Henry  IV. ;  "  ExceDeBt  Once,"  nndei  Uonij  V. 
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It — ^The  said  Hiomas,  and  the  other,  to  die  fint 
article,  Bayeth,  there  is  one  chapel  'within  the  Boid  core 
of  Wiabech,  at  a  place  called  Murnno,  in  the  fen  end 
of  the  same  town,  underneath  the  hi^  Fendyke,  named 
the  Chapel  of  Corpus  Christi ;  and  to  the  same  there  is 
one  stipeodiaiy  priest,  whose  name  is  Sir  Robert  Yorke. 

It. — To  the  second  article,  they  say  that  the  said 
chapel  of  Corpus  Christi  was  there  set  and  founded  nigh 
unto  the  said  high  Fendyke  for  one  principal  cause,  that 
IB,  forasmuch  as  the  said  high  Fendyke  being  in  distance 
from  the  parish  church  four  miles  and  more,  and  b«ng 
a  very  payneful  and  noisome  way,  and  commonly  also 
insound,  so  that  the  inhabitants  thereto  adjoining  are 
not  able  to  ride  or  go  to  their  head  church,  and  the  high 
Fendyke  at  this  present  day  is  so  greatly  charged  widi 
the  fresh  waters  coming  down  from  the  shires  of  Hun- 
^ngdon,  Bedford,  Northampton,  Lesster,  and  the  waters 
of  Wellaod,  so  that  there  stands  so  great  an  heed  of 
the  fresh  water  yearly  against  the  said  high  Fendyke, 
the  which  is  not  only  the  defence  and  preservation  of 
the  towne  of  Wisbech,  but  also  the  preservation  of 
fourteen  towns  adjoining  unto  the  said  town  of  Wisbech, 
and  lying  within  the  damage  of  the  said  high  Fendyke, 
to  the  intent  that  the  said  Fendyke  might  be  continually 
maintained  and  kept  with  and  by  the  inhabitants  in- 
habiting under  the  said  high  Fendyke,  not  only  for  the 
preservation  of  the  said  town  of  Wisbech,  but  also  for 
the  wealth  and  preservation  of  Uie  said  fourteen  towns 
thereunto  adjoining,  the  which  is  yeariy  in  great  dangor 
and  hazard  of  breach,  unless  as  wetl  the  said  inhabitanti 
now  inhabiting  under  the  said  high  Fendyke,  u  all 
other  inhabitants  dwelling  within  any  of  the  said  four- 
teen towns,  were  not  at  all  times  rwdy  at  hand,  as 
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irdl  by  ni^t  as  by  day,  ht  the  risitag  of  every  fiood 
and  sadden  etorm,  (it  is  yeariy  in  experience)  fJiat  if 
there  were  laclciiig  bnt  fonr  men,  all  the  rest  shall  not 
be  aUe  of  their  power  to  save  and  preserve  the  said 
high  F^dyke  williont  breach,  for  if  any  breach  should 
chance  for  lade  of  man's  help,  (as  Ood  defend  it 
fimn)  the  vhcAe  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wisbech, 
and  also  the  other  fourteen  towns  thereunto  adjoining^ 
should  be  utteriy  and  cleariy  undone  and  destroyed  ftn* 
ever.  In  consideration,  and  for  that  intent,  the  said 
hi^  Fendyke  being  four  miles  and  more  from  the  said 
pariah  church  ^  Wisbech,  (as  is  before  expressed)  might 
be  continnally  and  for  evermore  the  better  preserved^ 
maintained,  and  substantially  kept,  for  the  wealth  and 
presNTation  of  the  afinesaid  coontry, — ^the  said  chapel 
of  Corpus  Christi  was  sett  and  founded  nigh  Unto  the 
said  high  Fendyke,  by  the  ancestors  of  Mr.  lUchard 
Evorard,  with  the  help  of  the  inhabitants  there  dwelling 
at  the  time,  as  the  inhabitants  saith,  having  none  othe^ 
foandation,  but  that  my  lord  bishop  of  Ely  and  his 
predecessors,  from  time  to  time,  hath  bcuised  and 
Jpenuitted  the  inhabitants  there,  for  the  causes  before 
mentioned,  to  have  a  chaplain  or  priest  there  to  ministCT 
and  celebvatt  divine  servis,  as  true  Christian  people 
ooght  to  have;  to  the  sustentation  whereof,  that  the 
iidiabitants  of  the  said  high  Fendyke  might  the  better 
be  in  rediness  to  give  their  attendance  the  more  readily; 
Gwtain  of  the  inhabitants  being  deceased  hath  given  to 
the  said  chapel  certain  lands,  to  remain  from  time  to 
thne  in  the  hands  of  the  chapelwardens,  towards  the 
Andii^  of  the  said  priest,  as  more  pltunly  shall  appear 
hereafter. 

It.— To  tlie  third  article,  &c.  Chapel. 
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It— To  the  fourth  article,  the;  say  that  all  the  profits 
of  the  said  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  the  said 
chapel  are  taken  by  the  said  chapelwardeos,  employing 
and  expending  of  the  same  towards  the  finding  a  priest 
to  celebratt  divine  servia  to  the  inhabitants  there. 

There  are  no  answers  to  the  following  articles  until 
the  twelfth,  when  it  is  mJA,  there  is  now  growing 
certain  treea,  in  value  to  be  sold,  St.  4d. 

Upon  this  inquiry  by  his  majesty's  commissioners,  it 
waa  saUsfactorily  ascertained  that  the  guild  had  sup- 
ported a  grammar  school  in  the  town  of  Wisbech,  and 
likewise  that  a  priest  or  incumbent  of  a  chantry  was  in 
etie,  and  that  certain  piers,  jetties,  and  banks  were  also 
maintained  against  the  rage  of  the  sea ;  whereup(Hi  the 
inhabitants  of  Wisbech  lost  no  oppatnnity  of  availing 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  before-mentioned 
statute;  and  having  solicited  the  good  offices  of  bishop 
Gooderick,*  which  they  were  fortunate  in  obtaining, 
his  majesty  was  pleased  to  restore  the  possessions  t^  the 
guild,  on  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  to 
raise  the  town  into  a  corporation,  as  will  be  immediately 
hereafter  shewn. 

An  account  was  ordered  to  be  taken  of  the  possessions 
of  the  late  guild,  wliich  are  stated  to  be  as  follows : 


*  BiilM)i>  Gooderick  took  aa  kctita  put  ia  pnautiiii  tlw  rafNautiaii : 
be  died  It  a> 
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FHticaln*  at  tkt  Brat*,  Ontgoiiigi,  tad  AbbmI    I  par  na,     . 

Piymati  wit  of  iA  Pmimwij,  m  fellow :   f  ^.  i.  tf. 
TlMLwilBHlwpofElj,uofhuMMiarorW}ibwb   S  ir    » 

'^-  '"-B-  inil  rhijitiiT  M  nf  iliii  W fiiiiiwiil  0  13    9 

OalfradN«Bu         ......  0    t    4 

Kadoij  tf  Wjiback         0    7  tO 

KIcholMJlifp         0  ll    S 

SmOlB  0    6    t 

O«dft*dCiihj0e,E*q.        0    0    a 

BokaRBoihtj         0    0    6 

Bichud  Erenid,  G«nt.  O    S    3 

I«djUMry,  Mdf  tli*  ifennid  M wwr        0    i    l{ 

RichudHnutaaa  ....  ,        ..  oro 

JobtBepiwa        •...  o    1    1 


...,     0     1     1 

BimomTMU            

..0     0     1* 

.r<AnlyA            

0    0    » 

—  H-W«rf        

0    5    1 

6  19     3 
S«n(i  goi^  mt  of  tha  Luds  md  TeMmenti  aftrs-' 
•dd,  Ibr  the  Rapun  of  tlie  Shore*,  Buki,  Mid 
Annul  Pajmanti  of  tha  late  Fntemitgr,  t 
Bains'  of  tba  Hudred  of  WiibMh,  io  auih  jeir 


10  14    4 

T«tUFe«<rfdMfidIift  arCoUMttrortbeaame     i    o    i 

'    IB  13    r 

rtrmiiTirilMiii     fTiit  iif  MiiiriiaaiiMliiiia  nflliii  QiiitiVL 
Wm  yaarij  diatribated  in  relief  to  the  Foon  ofr\  3  tS    4 
the  nma  Tome,  the  mm  of     .,,,} 

AW  ootof the  aaid  FBaaaMiinu  iraa  yeariy  p«H  «fc*  )  .p    .    h 
8ciMMfaBBrtaifcihiaW^ea,tlMiWB0f   i 

1  !♦  1  e 


Clear AuudJ Vahu    <...;..,        ^1*    i 


Uj  Lord  Proteetor'a  Gnce,  npoa  the  ai^ta  «r  Ow  Byrfiopp  of  E}^, 
vu  then  {ibMad  that  the  iBhaUtsBta  abonU  k  IflMred  Ito  •mfai  u  of 
tha  KiBf'a  Mi^ei^'a  gyft,  nakini  lofetber  .f  tR.  ii.  iQd, 
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HieFeTore,  dedneting  these  chft^es  from  the  ab^re 
•ovqal  Talue,  £4Q,  ISi.  9ld.,  there  trauld  nmun  a 
clear  income  of  £  14.  li.  6id. ;  which,  ralued  according 
to  tli«  rate  in  tbe  bffbro-going  sdiedole  of  pomeBwona, 
amounts  to  £260.  lOt.  lOd.— the  coDsidefation  paid  for 
obtaining  the  ichart«r.  And  the  Icing's ,  majesty  dis- 
charged the  purchaser  of  all  ineombranees,  ^eept  leases 
and  covenants  in  the  same,  and  except  the  rents  abore 
mentioned.  Tbe  pnrchasey  was  to  have  the  yssues  finan 
Miohaelinas  last,  and  to  be  bound  for  the  woodd ;-— the 
lead)  bells,  had  adrowscms  rxcepted. 

(Signal)  Richard  Salteryleth. 

Wa.  Mildenaye. 
Robert  Keylkey. 
per  lliomas  Wreeme. 

In  order  to  draw  a  comparative  view  of  the  poaseasiona 
of  the  guild,  and  the  actual  quantity  of  land  at  present 
•QJc^ed  by  the  c^tal  bugesaes,  the  blowing  statemmt 
is  sobjoined. 

Bj  the  before'-going  schedule,  it  is  shewn  what  po»- 
sewmis  of  the  guild  fell  into  the  haods  of  king  £<lward 
VI.  which  his  majesty  rfr^raided  to  the  inhebitatttsi  of 
Wisbech  by  his  charter,  for  tbe  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, which  appears  in  the  recapitulation  to  have 
connsted  of  uz  messnagn,  four  gardens,  and  6164  acres 
of  land,  by  estimation.  Upcm  a  petaooal  view,  taken  in 
the  year  1 822,  of  all  the  lands  then  and  now  belonging  to 
the  body  corporate,  by  the  then  towo-baiUff,  it  appeared 
thai  their  proper^  io  booses  and  lands  confuted  of  mm 
messuage,  and  716a.  1r.  39r.  of  land,  as  foUov: 
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PoMMrim  of  tlw  OoSd  n-gmted  to 
tbe  InUbltuM  hj  (ba  Cluiter  of 
Kinf  EAwndTL 

ArtMl<)iim%ofLM4o.« 
Tiew  mida  ind  tiken  tbaiMtf 
bytheTow«-B«aifftol8tf. 

Mmi. 

Gird. 

Lud. 
&Fu- 

BbM. 

a«ri. 

UiuU. 

-Eta 

— KwuKh  .... 
—  Wilton   .... 
-Wdpoto.... 

4 
1 

1 

1 
1 

n 

« 

7 
40 

9 
TO 

1 

35ft     1     t 

laa  3  17 

6    0    0 
44    S    0 
40    0    0 
IT    0    S 
114    3  17 

« 

4 

6iei 

1 

n«  1  99 

BhM  Oe  paiiod  of  kiaf  Bdmrd'i  Chutor,  laTvnl  jUlnt-'^ 
awtt  tm  WiibwA  Fan  lw*e  bMB  Mt  e«t  to  Uw  C^itol '      ^    „    . 
BoTfBMM,  in  right  of  tlwii  UaMoagaa,  &c.  •aoBBliBg  i 

Mka,  mdar  th*  Wdpda  lacloMn  md  m— m.~i  SsMth  1  «  3  .^ 
«nd  Fen  Acto,  itmiI  oAaf  AUbImmiU,  mmuiliug  to  ..  > 

fha  Cental  Bargwua  tha  poicluiMd  in  Btadmarsholnu  1  una 
Field  ndWMtNewfiald,  In  Wilpob),  In  ttwjMi  1596    > 

Ditto,  in  Wilton,  in  18tO 9    10 

UnTB  luTB  iImi  been  let  oot  for  the  Capitel  Bnrgenei,  i  n  a  3 
cMtukAIloteMit(inW«ltM,ooatiiniiig. ' 

Which  icaiiiiiU fin  uincreuairf  •.■•     a  116    1  tO 


*  The  Cibing  cote,  and  Mran  >cn*  »nd  time  rood*  of  lud  m  NeirUn, 
«n  not  at  lUa  tima  in  the  poaaeaaion  of  the  baijenea,  nor  doea  it  appett 
anong  tlMii  ncoidad  precwdinga  how  this  ri^t  or  the  land  baa  been 
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Aftw  the  ralnatkiD  of  the  poBseamons  (^  the  late 
guild,  bii  majesty  Edward  VI.  was  pleased  not  ooly 
to  n-grant  the  said  guild  estates,  but  to  derate  the 
town  (tf  VTubech  ioto  a  Cobpobation,  eonflrming  the 
same  to  the  inhabitaittB  by  virtue  of  the  fiiUowing 
Charter. 


i  by  Google 


HISTORY  OV 


CHARTA  VILLE  DE  WYSBYCHE. 


so  Ei.VL  EswAKDOs  Seztus  Dei  Ontia  Aoglie  Fruie 
A.D.  et  Hibine  Rez  Fidei  Defensor  et  in  Terra 
1549.  Ecclie  Anglicane  et  Hibine  Supremum  Caput  om- 
nibus ad  quos  presentes  Ire  pervenerint  aaltm 
SciATi  QD  nos  tarn  pro  Bnma  ducestar  aexa- 
ginta  librar  decern  Bolidor  et  decern  denaiier 
l^^alis  Mooete  Anglie  ad  manua  Theaaurarii  nri 
Curie  nre  Augmencacionii  et  Revencionum  Corone 
nrti  ad  nsum  nrm  per  dlcos  nob  Henricom  Good- 
ricke  Armigeniffl  Ricm  Everard  Aimigenmi  Jehem 
Sutton  Nicbm  Fordham  Johem  Prockter  Genoosos 
Thomam  Crosse  Willm  Beste  Willm  Perte  Rebertnm 
8Iuirtei«de  et  Thomam  Booker  Yomen  inhabitantes 
Villa  de  Wysbyche  infra  Insnlam  Elien  in  Com 
nre  Cantebr  bene  et  fideliter  peisolut  ac  ad  in- 
stanaam  Reverend  in  Xro  ptris  Thome  Elieo  Epi 
qui  certis  de  cauaia  et  conuderationib  ui^entib 
noa  pro  univerao  comodo  et  commnni  utilitate 
Insnle  predict  morenlibB  et  instigatib  Tolnmus  et 
ex  certa  scientia  et  mero  motu  mis  necnon  de 
avisamento  prechariasimi  Avunculi  et  Connliarii  nri 
Edwardi  Ducis  Soms  Peraone  nre  Gebnatoris 
et    Regnor    Dnor    Snbditwq    nror     Pi^tectoris     ac 
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Edward  the  Sixth,  1^  the  grace  of  Qod  of  England^.sd li.'n. 
Fmnce,  and  Ireland,  Kiog,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  a.o. 
OD  Earth  of  the  Eng^  and  Irish  Choich,  Sapreme.  1549. 
Head,  to  all. to  wh«n.tbew  present  letters  shall  come, 
greeting: — Know  ye  that  we,  as  well  for  the  sum  of 
two  hnndred  and  sixty  ponnds,  ten  shillings,  and  tea 
pence,  of  lawful  money  of  En^^and,  into  thei  hands  of' 
the  Treaamer  of  our  Court  of  our  Angmratation  and 
ReTeoaes  of  our  Crown  to  our  use,  hy  our  beloved  Henry 
Gooderick,  Eeqaire,  Richard  Everard,  Esqiiire,  John: 
Sutton,  Nichcdaa  Fordham,  John.  Prokter,  GentlemeD,. 
ThonwA  Crowe,  William  Beste,  WilUam  Perte,  Robot 
Slunterede,  and  Thomas  Bocker,  Yeomen,  inhabitairtu^ 
the  Town  of  Wysbyche,  within  the  Isle  of  Ely,  in,  our 
Coun^  of  Cambridge,  well  and  trnfy  paid ;  and  at,  the. 
iwtaace  of  the  Reverend  Father  in  Christ,  ThoBuis, 
Bishop,  of  Ely,  who  for  certain  urgent  causes  and  con- 
ndeiatiena  for  Uiegeneral  advant^^e  and  common  benefit 
of  the  lale^  us  moving  and  otciting,— do  will,  and  of  oar 
knowledge  and  mere  motion,  also  by  the  advice  oi  oiu 
mo«t  deariy  beloved  Uncle  and  ConuseUor,  Edward^ 
Doke  of  Somerset,  the  Guardian  of  oar  PerBon*  and  of 
oar  Kingdmns,  Dominions,  and  Subject^  Protector,  aad 
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ceteror  ConBiliaiior  nror  pro  nob  Hered  et  Soccessorib 
nris  per  paentes  coDcedimnB  inhabitantib  Ville  de 
Wysbycbe  predict  qd  dicti  iobabitantes  predict 
Ville  de  Wysbycbe  de  cetera  nint  et  eront  in 
re  facto  et  Doie  anm  corpus  et  una  coiataa  de 
se  impptm  incorporat  per  nomen  Inbabitantium 
Ville  de  Wysbyche  infra  Insulam  Eliens  ia 
Com    Cantabr     ac     ipoa     inhabitantes    predict    Ville 

.  per  nomen  Inbabitantium  Ville  de  Wysbycbe  infra 
Insulam  Elien  in  Com  Cantabr  per  presentee 
incorponuQUB  ac  Corpus  Corporat  imppetr  du- 
ratur     realiter     et    ad     plenom    creamua     exigimus 

-  ordinamuB  discemimus  dclamus  facimus  et  con- 
stitoimuB  per  presenteB  Et  qd  heant  et  hebunt 
euccessionem  perpetuam  Et  qd  heant  coe  Sigillum 
pro  negoctis  suis  agend  deservitur  Ac  etiam  qd 
riint  per  idem  nomen  persons  habiles  et  capaces 
in  lege .  ad  perquirend  accipiend  recipiend  -  et  habend 
tarn  de  nob  Mesnagia  Terras  Tenementa  Prata 
Paicna  Paaturaa  ac  cetera  (»nnta  et  ungnla  in 
his  'IriB  nris  patent  express  et  speciScat  qm  de 
quibuscunque  aliis  personis  et  alia  persona  qna- 
cumqne  Maneria  Terras  Tenementa  ac  Hereditamenta 
quacnmqne  bend  et  tenend  successoiib  snis  im- 
'ppfan  Ac  etiam  de  gracia  nra  speciali  et  ex 
certa  scientia  et  mero  motn  nris  necnon  de 
avisantento  predict  ac  pro  causis  et  considera- 
tionib  supradictis  dedimus  et  concessimus  ac  per 
presentes  damns  et  concedimus  pre&tia  inhabitantib 
de  Ville  de  Wysbyche  infra  Inaolam  Eliens  in 
Com  Cantebr  omnia  ilia  Mesnagia  Terras  Tene- 
menta Prata  Pascna  Pastur  et  Hereditamenta  nra 
quacumq    scitoat  jacen   et   exitten  in   ViUiB  Campis 
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:  t^  other  our  Counsellors,  for  ourselrea,  oar  Heirs  and  Sao- 
cesMffs,  by  these  presents  have  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Wysbyche  aforesaid,  that  the  said  inhab-' 
itants  of  the  said  Town  of  Wysbyche /rom  keiueforlh 
may  and  shall  be  in  fact  and  in  name,  one  Body  and  ate 
Community  of  themselves  for  ever  incorporated,  by  the 
name  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Wysbyche,  within 
the  Isle  of  Ely,  in  (he  Coanty  of  Cambridge ;  and  the  said 
inhabitants  of  the  Town  aforesaid,  by  the  name  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Wysbyche,  within  the  Isle 
of  Ely,  in  the  County  of  Cambridge,  we  have  by  these 
presents  incorporated,  and  a  Body  Corporate  for  ever  to 
remain,  really  and  fully  have  created,  established, ordained, 
determined,  declared,  made,  and  conttitnted  by  these 
presents ;  and  that  they  may  and  shall  have  perpetual 
succession ;  and  that  they  may  have  a  CtHumon  Seal  to 
be  serviceable  for  transacting  their  affain ;  and  also  that 
they  should  he  by  the  same  name  persons  fit  and  capable 
.  in  law  to  acquire,  take,  receive,  and  have,  as  well  of  us 
the  Messuages,  Lands,  Tenements,  Meadows,  Feedings, 
Pastures,  and  all  and  singular  other  things  in  these  our 
letters  patent  expressed  and  specified,  aa  from  all  other 
persons  whomsoever,  and  any  other  person  whatsoever, 
Manors,  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments  what- 
aoeva,  to  have  and  to  hold  of  our  successora  for  ever. 
And  also  of  our  special  favor,  and  of  our  certain  know- 
ledge and  mere  motion,  also  by  the  advice  aforesaid,  and 
fw  the  causes  and  considerations  above  mentioned,  we 
have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  give 
and  grant  to  the  said  inhabitants  of'  the  Town  of  Wy»- 
byche,  within  the  Isle  of  Ely,  in  the  County  of  Cam- 
bridge, all  those  our  Messuages,  Lands,  Tenements, 
Meadows,  Feedings,  Pastures,  and  Hereditaments,  where- 
soever situated,  lying,  and  being  in  the  Towns,  I^dds, 
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et  Parochiia  de  Wysbycbe  LeTerington  Newton  et 
Elme  in  dco  Com  Cvitebr  rc  in  Tyde  See 
Marie  in  Com  nro  Lincoln  ac  in  Emnethe  West 
Walton  et  Walpole  in  Partib  da  Manheland  in 
Com  nro  Norff  qae  snnt  vel  nuper  iuenint  in 
seperalibns  tennris  sive  occupationib  Thome  Drabbe, 
Martin  Person  Thome  Tooke  Willi  Salabanke  Johis 
Martinson  Soberti  T^o  Thome  Crosse  Johis  Prockter 
Roberti  Scortred  Alani  Jekyn  Edwardi  Archare  Johis 
Knyght  Hamonis  Adam  alias  Stephynson  Radulphi 
Rycfaardson  Rici  Dodynge  Pauli  Appuliaide  alias  App- 
lyarde  Agnetis  Warner  Roberti  Osbonme  Katherine 
Wynde  Jidtis  Rayner  sen  Willi  Perte  Johis  Austyne 
alias  AuguBtyne  Rici  Lorde  Agnetis  Robynson  Tidae 
Kich  Peerson  Roboti  Balam  Generosi  Willi  Thomason 
Willi  Chadwetl  WiUi  Dryver  Johis  Tego  jnn  WilU 
Bryan  Qeneros  Thome  Toke  Simonis  Trone  Johis 
Fyn  alias  Fyne  Th<MDe  Palmer  Thome  Pyckarde 
Johis  Sheparde  Edwardi  Wilkea  et  Henrici  Good- 
ricke  Armigeri  sea  eonim  alicujos  sen  assign 
eor  alicujus  necnon  Rerersiones  quascunque  et 
singulaT  premissor  et  cnjua  de  parcelle  ac  redditus 
et  annualia  proficna  quecumque  reservat  super  qni- 
buBCunq  dimissionib  et  concessionib  fact  de  PremisBiB 
sen  de  aliqua  inde  parcel!  qnequidem  Meauagia  ac 
cetera  Prraaissa  nuper  pertinebant  aeu  spectabant 
Fratemitatis  sire  Gilde  See  Trinitatis  in  Wysbyce 
predkta  et  ad  manns  ntoe  nuper  inter  alia  devenerunt 
et  derenire  deboenrnt  virtute  cujusdam  Aetna  Par~ 
liamenti  anno  r^ni  nri  primo  inde  inter  alia  edit  et 
provis  et  que  quidem  Meeuagta  ac  cetera  Premiasa 
cum  snis  pertinen  modo  extenduntur  ad  clarum  annan 
valor  viginti  octo  libr  trio  solidomm  duoruin  de- 
oarionim    et    unius    oboU    habendum    et     taiendom 
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and  Parisliefl  of  WjrBbyche,  LeTerington,  Newton,  and 
Elm,  in  the  said  County  of  Cambridge,  and  ia  Tyde  St. 
Maiy'a,  in  our  County  of  Lincoln,  and  in  Gmnethe,  West 
Walton,  and  Walpole,  in  the  Countiy  of  Marahland,  in 
OUT  County  of  Noifolk,  which  are  or  late  were  in  the 
separate  tenure*  or  occnpations  of  Thomas  Drabbe, 
Martin  Person,  Thomas  Tooke,  William  Balabanke,  John 
Martinson,  Robert  Togo,  Thomas  Crosse,  John  Prokter, 
Robert  Scortred,  Alan  Jekyn,  Edward  Archure,  John 
Knight,  Hamon  Adam  alias  Stephjmson,  Ralph  Rich- 
erdson,BichardDodyng,  Paul  Appuliarde  alias  Applyarde, 
Agnes  Warner,  Robert  Osboume,  Katherine  Wynde, 
John  Rayner,  senior,  William  Perte,  John  Austyne  alias 
Augustyne,  Richard  Lorde,  Agnes  Robynstm,  widow, 
Nicholas  Peerson,  Robert  Balam,  Gentleman,  William 
Thomason,  William  Chadwell,  William  Dryrer,  John 
Tego,  juniw,  William  Bryan,  Gentleman,  Thomas  Toke, 
Simon  Trone,  John  Fyn  alias  Fyne,  Thomas  Palmer, 
Thomas  Pyckaide,  John  Sheparde,  Edward  Wilkes,  and 
Henry  Goodrick,  Esquire,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  of  their 
aSHgns ;  also  all  Reversions  whatsoever  of  all  and  un- 
gular  the  Premises,  or  any  parcel  thereof,  artd  the  Rents 
and  annual  Profits  whatsoever,  reserved  upon  any  demises 
and  grants  made  of  the  Premises,  or  of  any  parcel  thereof, 
which  said  Messuages  and  other  Premises  lately  belonged 
or  appertained  to  the  Fraternity  or  Guild  of  the  Holy 
IVinity  of  Wysbyche  aforesaid,  and  to  our  hands  lately 
amongst  other  things  came,  and  ought  to  come,  by  virtue 
of  a  certain  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  first  year  of  oar 
reign  on  that  occa^on,  amongst  other  things  declared 
and  provided ;  and  which  said  Messuages  and  other 
Pr^nises,  with  their  appurtenances,  are  now  extended  to 
the  clear  annual  value  of  twenty-eight  pounds,  three 
shillings,  and  twopence  farthing  ;*  to  have  and  to  hold 
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omnift  et  Bingukr  predict  Mesuagia  Twras  Tenemeata 
.Prata  Pascua  Pastuias  et  cetera  Henditamenta  ac 
alia  Premissa  cum  pertinent  pte&t  inhabitantib 
predict.  Ville  de  Wysbyche  et  BoccesBoribtu  mis 
impptm  ad  propriu  opna  et  asum  eorum  inhab- 
itantiu  et  successor  saor  impptm  tenend  de  nob 
hered  et  BucceBBorib  niis  ut  de  Manerio  noBtro 
de  Estegrenewycbe  in  Com  nro  Kane  in  Bocagio 
et  non  in  capite  videlt  per  fedelitatem  tantum  pro 
omnib  sendciis  reddit  et  demand  qaibuscumq  Ae 
etiam  de  gratia  nra  speciali  ac  de  avisamento  pre- 
.dicto  damns  et  concedimus  pfatia  inhabitantib  predict 
.Ville  omnia'  Exitus  Revencoes  et  Proficna  omn  pre- 
.dicor  MesBuagifHimi  Tenar  Tenementar  et  ceteror  Here- 
ditamentor  a  festo  Sci  Michis  nit  preterit  hucusq 
prorenien  sive  cmcen  per  nunua  tenen  et  occnpator 
,eorum  solTend  Hend  eisdem  inhabitantib  ex  dono  nro 
speciali  absque  compoto  sen  aliqoo  alio  proinde  nob 
ant  hered  nrig  reddend  solvend  vel  faciend  Et  ulteriuB 
volumua  ac  per  presentes  pro  nob  hered  et  ene- 
-cessorib  nria  concedimua  prefatifl  inhabitantib  pdce 
ViUe  de  Wysbyche  qd  inhabitantes  dee  Ville  familian 
ibidem  foventes  aut  tot  eor  qui  ToloNint  tn  primo 
die  Novembr  qui  erit  in  anno  dni  millime  quingen- 
tissimo  quinquagesimo  .  lieite  et  impasci  conreiiire 
poBRint  in  quadam  clom«  aeituat  in  pdea  Ville  de 
-Wysbyche  rulgariter  Tocat  the  Comon  Hall  ac 
ibid^n  per  aeipaoa  «t  maiorum  nnmeror  eor  dcm 
inhabitanciu  dca  Ville  familiam  ibidem  foventes 
ac  tunc  presentes  in  eadem  domo  noiare  '  et 
eligere  decern  viror  de  meliorib  probiorib  et 
.magis  discrecionib  inhabitant  infra  diet  Villam  de 
Wysbyche    ac   familiani   ibidem  fovcn  ad  inteocoem 
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all  wo4  Bingmlar  the  sud  Messuages,  Lands,  Teaemtnts, 
Meadows,  Feedings,  Pastures,  and  other  Hereditaments, 
and  all  other  the  Premisee,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  the 
said  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  Wyabyche,  and  to 
their  successors  for  ever,  to  the  proper  use  and  behoof 
of  the  said  inhabitants  and  their  successors  for  ever,  to 
be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  of  our  Manor 
of  East  Greenwich,  in  our  County  of  Kent,  in  socage, 
and  not  in  capite,  viz.  by  fealty  only,  instead  of  all 
serrices,  renta,  and  demands  whatsoerer ;  and  also  we 
hare  of  our  special  grace,  and  by  the  advice  aforesaid, 
given  and  granted  to  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  said . 
Town,  all  Issues,  Revenues,  and  Profits  of  all  the  said 
Menuages,  Lands,  Tenements,  and  other  Hereditaments, 
fiXHn  the  feast  of  St,  Michael  last  past,  howsoever  pro- 
ceediiig  or  accruing,  by  the  hands  of  the  tenants  and 
OQcnpiers  thereof  to  be  paid,  to  be  holdeii  to  the  said  in- 
habitants bf  our  ^fecial  gift,  without  any  rtckoning  or  any 
other  thing  irom  henceforth  to  us  w  our  heirs  to  he  ren- 
dered,  paid,  or  done ;  And  further  we  will,  and  by  these 
preaen,ts,  for  us,  our  hfirs  and  succesaws,  have  granted  to 
the  said  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  Wysbyche,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  there  maintaining  a 
household,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  willing,  on  the 
first  day  of  November  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lad  oae  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty,  lawfully  and 
without  damage,  may  assemble  in  a  certain  hpuse  in  the 
said  Town  of  Wysbyche,  commonly  called  the  Common 
Hall,  and  there,  by  themselves  or  the  major  number  of 
them  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  there  main- 
taining a  household,  and  then  present  in  the  said  house,  to 
nraninate  and  choose  ten  men  of  the  better,  more  honest, 
and  more  discreet  inhabitants  within  the  said  Town  of 
Wysbyche,  and  there  maintaining  a  family,  to  the  intent 
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et  propoaitum  qd  itdem  decern  viri  «e  n<M  et 
elficti  ac  Bupenrivent  eor  deinde  ia  tonpore  in 
tempus  usq  primu  diem  Norembris  qui  erit  in  anno 
dni  miUimo  qninquengetimo  quinqnageaimo  bebunt 
plenaria  potestaton  et  aactoritatem  coocedend  et 
dimittend  ad  finnam  pro  inhabitatitib  dee  Villa  ae 
in  noibs  inhabitanciu  ejuBdem  Ville  per  indenturas 
fiive  indentaram  onam  partem  iode  Bigilland  et  Sigillo 
Coe  inbabitancia  dee  Ville  Maneria  Terraa  Tene- 
menta  et  cetera  Hereditamenta  inhabitanciu  diet 
Ville  Tet  aliquas  parcellaa  sive  parcellam  inde  ad 
eor  libitum  pro  tennino  viginti  aimor  vel  pro 
minori  numero  annor  ac  reserrend  super  qnalibet  tali 
coneeauone  et  dimiesione  antiquum  redditum  inde 
vel  plus  Ac  ad  consentione  pro  oib  inhabitantib  dee 
Ville  pro  tolibue  conceflsionib  et  dtmiBsionib  infra  diet 
tanpuB  fiend  necnon  a  pdco  primo  die  Novembr 
pdco  anno  dni  milHmo  qaingentisimo  qninquagesinio 
usq  prim  diem  Novemb  in  pdco  anno  dni 
niillimo  quingentisimo  quinquagestmo  primo  bend 
curam  et  adminiBtracoem  omn  Manerior  Terrar 
Tenements  et  ceteror  Hereditamentor  pdcor  inhab- 
itantiu  ac  rerum  et  negociorum  suor  quoecumq 
Ac  etiam  per  idon  tempus  reparand  aupvideod 
et  gubemaud  Maneria  Tesrar  Tenemmta  et 
cetera  Hereditamenta  ad  coem  utilitatem  pdietor 
inbabitanciu 
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and  porpoae  that  the  said  ten  men  so  nominated  and 
elttcted^  and  the  Bunrivora  of  them  hereafter  from  time 
to  time,  until  the  firet  day  of  November  which  will  be  in 
the  year  of  oor  Lord  one  thonsand  fire  hundred  and  fifly, 
shall  have  full  powo-  and  authority  to  grant  and  let  to 
fhim  for  the  inhahitanta  of  the  said  Town,  in  the  names 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town,  by  indentures  or 
indenture,  (me  part  thereof  to  be  sealed  with  the  Common 
Seal  <^  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  aforesaid,  the  Manors, 
Lands,  Tenements,  and  other  Hereditaments  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  Town,  or  any  parcels  or  parcel 
thereof,  at  their  pleasure,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years,  or 
for  a  less  number  of  years,  and  to  reserve  upon  every 
such  grant  and  damise  the  old  rent  or  more,  and  to  consent 
for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  for  such  grants 
and  demises  within  the  said  time  to  be  made ;  also  from 
the  aforesaid  first  day  of  November  in  the  aforesaid  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty,  until 
the  first  day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  one,  to  have  the  care 
and  administration  of  all  the  Manors,  I^nds,  Tenements, 
and  other  Hereditaments  of  the  aforesaid  inhabitants, 
and  of  their  matters  and  affairs  whatsoever ;  and  also 
during  the  same  time  to  repair,  overlook,  and  manage 
the  Manors,  Lands,  Tenements,  and  other  Hereditaments, 
for  the  common  benefit  of  the  said  inhabitants. 

Then  follow  certain  clauses,  empowering  the  inhabitants, 
maintaining  a  family,  to  meet  on  the  first  of  November, 
to  elect  ten  men  maintaining  families,  who,  being  so 
elected,  are  to  have  authority  to  let  to  form,  by  in- 
denture, for  twenty  or  a  less  number  of  years,  the  lends 
and  hereditaments  before  mentioned,  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town,  and  in  their  names ;  and  who  are  to 
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hare  tiie  care  and  ailmimstnition  of  all  sach  lands  and 
of  their  afiaira,  and  to  manage  them  for  the  common 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants  :  such  ten,  on  being  elected, 
not  to  remain,  unless  within  one  year  after  being  elected, 
they  shall  be  elected  anew ;  —  with  license  for  the  in- 
habitants to  acquire  and  enjoy  other  messuages,  &c.  to 
the  value  of  £100,  or  imder  the  same  value;  to  implead  in 
any  action,  and  to  lease,  grant,  sell,  and  CKchange  such 
lands.  And  for  the  good  government  and  administration 
of  the  lands,  the  ten  men  are  empowered  to  meet  and 
summon  bo  many  and  such  of  the  mofe  discreet  and 
honest  men  tb^re  maintaining  families,  for  the  purpose 
of  consulting  about  their  matters  and  affaire  touching 
the  public  good ;  with  a  clause,  that  a  schoolmaster, 
with  a  salary  of  £  12.  should  be  provided, — the  bishop 
of  Ely  to  be  victor ;  and  a  direction  that  the  said  in- 
habitants, and  their  BUCcess(H«,  should  distribute  amongst 
.  the  poor  annually  £3.  154.  and  maintain  such  and  the 
like  sea  shores,  btvks,  and  streams,  as  the  ^ardians  and 
brethren  of  the  Ute  guild  ought  and  were  accustomed  to 
do.  Henry  Qoodrick,  Richard  Everard,  Esquires,  and 
eight  others,  are  then  nominated  to  be  the  first  ten 
to  execute  all  matters  tp  the  firet  day  of  November 
1650  ;-^with  the  following  conclusion : 

Volumas  etiam  pro  consideracoe  predict  ac  de 
avisamento  pdco  per  presentes  concedimus  pfatis 
iohabitantib  pdpe  ViUe  de  Wysbyche  qd  heant 
et  hebunt  has  Lras  nras  Patentee  sub  magno 
Sigillp  nro  AngUe  debito  modo  fact  et  sigillat 
absq  fine  sen  feodo  magno  vel  parvo  nob  in 
Hanaperio  noatro  seu  alibi  ad  usum  nrm  quoque 
modo  reddend  solvend  Tel  faciend  Eo  qd  ezpressa 
nuncio    de    vero   vaiorp    annuo    aut    de    certiti44in« 
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We  win  ftlao,  fw  the  coDiideratum  aforesud,  and  by 
the  advice  aforesaid  by  these  presents  hare  granted  to 
the  said  inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Town  of  Wysbyche, 
that  they  may  and  shall  have  these  our  Letters  Pat«it> 
under  onr  Great  Seal  of  Ei^land,  in  die  appointed  manner 
made  and  sealed,  withont  6oe  or  fee,  great  or  small,  to 
na  in  our  Ezchequa*,  or  elsewhere,  to  our  use  in  any 
r  to  be  rendered,  paid,  or  done,  so  that  express 
L  of  the  true  aimual  value,  or  of  the  certainty  ot 
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Premissonim  sive  eomm  alicujus  aut  de  aliU  donis 
fiive  concessionib  per  nos  veL  per  aliquom  progenitor 
proz  prefatiB  inhabitantib  pdce  Ville  de  Wysbyche 
aut  hec  tempora  tact  in  presentib  niini?"^  fact 
existit  aliquo  fltatuto  acta  oidinacoe  proriuone  ave 
restriccoe  inde  in  contr&tium  &ct  edit  ordinal  sive 
provis  aut  aliqua  alia  re  causa  vel  materia  quacumq 
in  aliquo  non  obslat  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  has 
Libs  nraa  fieri  fecimoa  Patentea  Testo  nio  ipo 
apud  Westmonasterium  prtmo  die  Junii  anno  Rni 
mi  teitio 

Per  tpm  R^em 

CONTHWETT 
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tbe  Prenuses,  or  any  of  them,  or  &om  any  otbn  gifts 
or  gtanta  by  ub,  or  by  any  our  next  progenitors  to  the 
aforeeaid  inbabitants  of  tbe  said  Town  of  Wysbyche, 
before  these  times  made,  in  these  presents  be  not  made 
by  any  statute,  act*  ordinance^  provision,  or  restricticMi, 
to  the  contrary  thereof  made,  set  forth,  ordained,  ot 
provided,  or  any  otbw  thing,  cause,  or  matter  whatsoever 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding :  —  In  testimony  wherecrf' 
we  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent. 
Witness  ounelf  at  Westminster,  the  first  day  of  June, 
in  the  third  year  of  our  Reign. 

By  the  same  King, 

CONTHWETT. 


Procee£ngt  of  the  Body  Corporate  after  the  Grant  of 
Edward  the  Sixth's  Charter. 

By  this  charter,  the  inhabitants  of  Wisbech  are  de- 
clared to  be  in  substance,  deed,  and  name,  One  Body, 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  '*  The  IrJuAitoHti  of  the 
"  Town  of  Wisbech,"  within  the  isle  of  Ely,  in  the 
county  of  Cambridge ;  by  which  s^Ie  they  were  to  have 
perpetual  succession,  with  a  common  seal,  and  power 
for  the  inhabitants  to  enjoy  in  perpetuity  the  real  estates 
in  the  letters  patent  expressed.  And  a  grant  of  confirm 
mation  was  thereupon  made  to  the  inhabitants,  of  the 
estates  comprised  in  the  aforesaid  schedule,*  lying  in 
Wisbech,  Leverington,  Newton,  and  Elm,  in  the  county 
of  Cambiidge ;  Tid  St.  Mary,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
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and  Emoetb,  Walton,  and  Walpole,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk.  A  school  was  directed  to  be  maintained,  with 
a  salary  to  the  master  of  £  12.  and  power  to  distribute 
amongst  the  poor  annually  for  ever  £  3.  15i. 

Bishf^  Qooderick's  friendly  oflSces  appear  to  have' 
been  exerted  in  favor  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wisbech, 
not  only  in  obtaining  the  re-grant  of  the  posaeadons, 
but  also  the  restoration  of  a  portion  of  the  plate  and 
splendid  ornaments  heretofwe  accustomed  to  be  used  in 
the  Romish  worship,  which  were  sold  for  the  benefit 
(^  the  town,  as  shewn  by  the  following  entry,  and  the 
money  was  disposed  of  for  public  purposes. 

A.D.  Wisbech,  in  the  liU'iMemortmditm. — Sold  by  us,  Robert 
1M9.  of  Ely,  1649.  §  Stregytt  and  Thomas  Butcher, 
churchwardens,  Richard  Everard,  Esq.  and  sixteen  other 
parishioners  of  the  said  towne  of  Wisbech,  with  the 
consent  of  all  the  residue  of  the  same  parishioners,  at 
London,  to  two  goldsmiths,  the  parcels  of  plate  as 
fbllowB: 

First,  a  Cross  of  Silrer-gilt    794 

It.   A  Pyke  of  SUver,  porcel-^t   ..  12i 

A  Pair  of  Saucers,  Silver    37 

Sheppi  of  Silver,  parcel-gilt     13 

A  Chalice  30 

A  Pipe  of  Silver  for  the  Cross  Staffe  20 

oz.  193 

Which  sold  for  4i.  Sd.  p«-  ounce,  amounting  to  £44. 
16i. ;  this  sum,  with  much  mwe  money,  was  em- 
ployed as  foUoweth: 
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Pud  for  costs  uid  chafes  of  thirtyseven  ^ 
men  sent  to  Lynne  to  serve  the  king*fl# 
majesty    in    his    afiayres    against     thel 

,  rebels  in  Norfolk*,  for  their  coats, ^ 
doublets,  boots,  and  other  their  apparel,^ 
with  6»,  8d.  every  of  them  in  their  purses . .  J 

Paid  for  making  of  the  gowte  and  sluice  at  the '^ 
little  Eau,  with  brick,  timber,  and  work->  10  U  0 
manship  .■.>>..• J 

Paid  for  certain  reparations  done  upon  the  7     450 
Church    ^ 

Paid  for  lead,  timber  and  workmanship  of  the  ^434 
cross  in  the  Market  Place    ....• ^ 

Paid  forpaving  of  the  Market  Place,  andfor)    17     o  2 
rag  stone,  sand,  and  workmanship    f 

Paid  for  m^ing  of  a  bank  and  sluice  to  keep  \ 
ont  the  salt  water  from  surrounding  ourf     q  1^  ^ 
Cfffiunon  fens,  and  for  the  preservation  of^ 
the  fresh  water  for  onr  cattle    j 


£74    5  6 


Payments  exceed  the  receipts  £29.  9*.  Gd.  as  tes- 
tified by  Richard  Everord  and  nine  other  parishioners. 


■  Tbii  wu  Ib  the  time  of  the  rebelBim  bf  the  two  Kett*,  Ilob«tt  md 
Waiian,  »t  Nonricb.  The  Gnt  accMion  of  it  wm,  bscuue  diren  knh 
and  lentlcMcn,  who  weie  poweiied  of  »bbej  bitdt  Md  other  Uit*  coa- 
■ou  uid  wiMe  iTcngdi,  btdnaMdauj  of  thOMccmnmiudwutei  to 
be  ineloeed,  wfaerebj  the  poor  iad  indigent  p«N)|)le  were  mnch  offended. 
The  nfaeli  nader  tlie  Ketti  had  a  camp  at  Norwich,  and  a  leaui  one  M 
lUnni  Cbaaa,  and  bad  at  one  time  incroaaed  10  tO.OOO  men,  bat  wen  at 
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It  may  be  generally  supposed  that  the  firat  acts  of  the 
corporate  body  Would  have  been  preseired  with  more 
tfaau  ordinary  care,  but  there  m  an  unaccountable  silence 
for  fifteen  years.  This  may  indeed  have  proceeded  from 
Bome  Bubseqnent  Ices  of  the  records;  the  real  cauBC^ 
however,  moetnow  be  left  to  conjecture. 

Within  this  space  of  time  entries  are  madeof  certsdn 
letters  from  the  queen's  majesty,  as  well  as  from  bishop 
Cox  *,  the  quaintness  in  language  of  the  l&ttet  may 
probably  afibrd  amusement,  ^e  shall  commence  with  the 
notice  of  a  letter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  directed  to  John 
Gallant,  the  bailiff  of  Wisbech,  and  all  other  the  bishop's 
tenants  resident  within  Wisbech  hundred,  dated  12th  May 
1561.  After  reciting  that  there  were  matters  in  variance 
between  the  queen's  tenants  at  Sutton,  and  the  btsbop  of 
Elye,  his  tenants,  —  it  orders  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Wisbech  hundred,  tm  pain  of  £500.  should  suffer  the 
tenants  of  Sutton  peaceably  to  occupy  their  common, 
and  to  have  free  egress  and  r^ress  coming  and  going 
to  the  towne  of  Wisbeche,  without  intermption,  until 
they  prove  themselves,  before  the  chancellor,  to  have 
a  good  title  to  the  premises  in  dispute. 

This  seems  to  allude  to  some  claim  made  by  the 
bishop's  tenants  within  Wisbech  hundred,  to  a  right  of 

IrDgth  iDbdiied  b;  the  *tx\  of  Warwick,  (ifterwudi,  upon  the  amrtlmw 
of  SomeTMt.  dake  of  NortliQaiberlud)  thocigli  not  withontloM  of  aanj 
vartby  penoni,  both  iiendemen  ind  tome  of  tlie  cluBf  dtiieiia  of  N onriclu 
In  (II  SOO  of  the  rebeli  wen  encoted.  1^  Kctta  were  curled  to  Londao, 
committed  to  the  towei,  uraigned  ol  h^b  tmioB,  foimd  gaSty,  ud 
brongtit  don  to  N'onrich.  Robert  wu  there  executed  on  the  top  of  tbe 
cutle,  ind  WiUiam  on  the  top  of  the  iteeple  of  WyBondbun  chtuvh. 
SIrM>e|!(f(I,T.iIi.p.tS7. 

*  He  wu  tUo  ChuiceUor  of  OiJoid  in  (he  year  1559. 
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iDtflrcommoiuBg  with  the  inhabitasts  of  Lcmg  Satton,*  in 
the  cosBty  of  Liaeola,  and  which  the  following  note  from 
*  Prynn's  Abridgement  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of 
LcHodon'  may  in  scane  degree  elucidate. 

3d.  Hen.  VI.  John  Fordham,  bishop  of  Ely,  in  affi- 
davit against  John  Baldward  of  Sutton  and  othera,  re- 
covered  4,000  acres  of  manh  in  Wisbech. — 'It  is  enacted 
that  the  execution  of  the  said  recovery  should  stay  unto  a 
certain  time,  and  that  before  the  said  time,  there  should  be 
a  perambulatiffli  made  between  the  shires  of  Lincdn  and  ' 
Cambridge,  by  which,  if  it  fell  oat  that  any  of  the  premises 
were  within  the  coun^  of  Lincoln,  that  then  neith^  the 
said  bishop,  nor  any  of  the  tenants  within  Wisbech 
hundred,  should  claim  any  common  or  pasture,  ot  any  of 
the  same  found ;  and  contrarily,  that  the  said  Baldward 
and  otha  tenants  of  Satton  should  claim  no  common  in 
any  of  the  premises  found  to  be  within  the  county  of 
Cambridge. 

Buhop  Cox's  Letter  to  kit  Tenants  of  Doddington  and 
Marche  thenfoUows. 

I  am  Sony  tohearthatye  aresostonte,  so  disordered,    a.b. 
and  so  lawless  people,  that  neyther  the  order  of  me  or  my  1560. 
counseH  can  stay  you.     I  underatand  ye  fall  to  your  olde 
practyse,  please  yourselves  in  your  own  devices,  go  con- 
trarye  to  your  own  agreements,  and  pynne  your  neigh- 
boars  cattle.     Sithe  ye  be  at  yt  poynte,  I  ensure  what 


•  Prabably  Wiibecb  ho  lod  Sutton  St.  Ednimd'a  eoBBoa,  which  trijoia 
Mchothar.  ItiiiUtod  bj  Atkini,  thatthne  wu  aeonAiBation,  bj  a  final 
coBGord  between  Ihs  inhabhanta  of  SotUn  and  the  inhabitanta  of  the 
handnd  of  Wiibech,  tat  tbe  diriaioB  of  WUbech  high  fen,  in  the  5th  EUb. 
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the  lawe  will  gin  me,  that  I  intend  to  tue  rewulljr 
against  yon.  Say  not  but  ye .  hare  had  wamynge. 
So  fare  ye  well.    From  Downham  *  the  Sth  Apiil. 

Tour's, 

R.  Elt. 

.To  my  Tenattit  at  Doddingtan  and  Marche. 

The  one  wltich  follows  is  from  the  same  bishop,  and 
relates  to'  certain  dispntes  relative  to  Norwood  common. 

To    my    Tenant)  and  InhabitSnti    of  n^    Town    of 
Doddington  and  March  give  these. 

A.D.  I  comende  me  nnto  you;  whereas  I  pceyre  npon  compUs 
1561.  off  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  of  Wisbeche  hundred, 
that  you  nowe  lately  without  respecte  or  regarde  unto 
such  ordre  as  I  and  my  counsell  dyd  take  betweene  yon 
and  them  for  the  quyet  using  of  their  common  in  the 
common  called  Norwood,  with  theire  beasts  and  cattle 
without  let,  disturbance  or  interupcon  of  you  or  any  of 
them,  until  such  time  as  upon  the  hearing  of  the  matter 
between  them  and  you,  for  the  right  and  title  thereof, 
further  order  should  be  taken  according  as  to  right  sholde 
apptaine,  by  pvse  counsel  have  distrayned  there  beasts 
and  cattle  co-trarie  to  my  said  ordre,  whereby  I  do  right 
well  pceyre  that  yon  nether  regarde  me  nor  yet  my  doinge 
in  that  behalf,  wch  I  will  not  foiget,  aa  yon  may  welt 
assure  yorself  off.  Therefore  I  will,  and  on  our  queens 
majeetys  behfllf  straigbtly  ehai^  you,  and  also  your 
adherents,  peaceably  to  prmit  and  suffer  the  eaid  tenants 
and  inhabitants  of  Wysbeche  hundred  to  occupye  and 
enjoye  there  said  common  without  distrayning  of  there 

*  The  bUliop*  of  £1;  hkd  fbnneilf  ■  palace  at  Downham  ia  the  iaU. 
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cattle,  or  other  disturbuice  to  be  made  by  you  or  any  of 
yon,  inaa  ample  niaiiaeras  they  heretofore  have  hadd  et 
any  Ume  within  this  twenty  yeare  last  past,  as  you  will 
arqyde  the  further  displeasure  that  hereafter  may  ensuue 
doing  the  contmrie.  Thus  bre  ye  well.  From  my  house  at 
London  the  4th  day  of  April  1561.  .  Ao.4to  Dne  Rne  Ehz. 
Richard  Ely. 

There  is  a  will  also  amongst  the  corporation  records, 
afibrding  a  strikii^  picture  of  the  snpersdtion  of  the 
times,  which  is-entered  in  the  appendix  to  this  work. 

After  a  lapse  of  fifteen  years,  the  following  record  a.d. 
occdtb:  Memorandum,  that  on  the  Ist  of  November  1664. 
1564,  (6th  queen  Elizabeth)  the  greater  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wiabech  elected  and  nomi- 
nated ten  men,  of  the  more  honest,  within  the  town 
aforesaid,  maintaining  a  houbebold,  for  the  good  govern- 
ment and  order  of  all  the  Isnds  and  tenements  belonging 
and  appertaining  to  the  town  of  Wisbech  albresaid,  and 
being  a  body  corporate,  by  virtue  of  letters  patent  from 
the  late  lord  king  Edward  VI.  granted,  for  the  future 
year,  viz.  to  the  let  of  November  next  following : 

Richard  Everard,  Eeq.  Thomas  Butcher,  Carpr. 

Robert  Scotred.  William  Day. 

.  Rob^  Best.  Nichohu  Mychell. 

Edvard  Wi^os.  Alexander  Coxon. 

Edward  Storeye.  Henry  Markham. 

On  the  following  day  (2d  November)  the  ten  men  met 
in  common  hall,  and  chose  Richard  Best  (not  named 
amongst  the  ten)  to  be  Baity,  for  the  receipt  of  all  rents  of 
the  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  the  body  corporate 
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of  Uie  Town  of  Wysbech  for  the  year  to'  ooue>  with 
direction  that  he  was  to  Uy  out  no  mimey  without  the 
consent  of  the  ten  men,  and  he  was  to  have  a  nlaiy  of 
£1.  6i.  8d.  Mr.  Raatall,  Bchodmaster,  waa  to  have 
for  hia  stipend  £  13.  6$,  8d.  One  Humphry  Turner 
was  toliave  £3.  6f.  6d.  for  a  stipend  for  singing  and 
maintaining  God's  serried  in  the  chnrch  for  his  year, 
and  to  do  bis  duty  as  before.  Two  other  small  stipends 
were  also  granted.  One  Philip  Wright  was  appointed 
to  be  the  waytt  of  the  town^  and  to  have  £  1.  13«.  4d. 
and  a  acavei^r  *  was  appointed  for  the  Market  Stede, 
the  Com  Market,  and  Deadman  Lone,  end  to  have  10s. 
and  to  "collect  and  gather  the  devotion"  of  the  inhabitants 
beudes.  Edward  Wilkes  was  to  be  the  clerk  or  register 
of  the  baley's  acconnts,  with  a  fee  of  10s.  per  annum. 
The  record  concludes  with  the  following  order : 

'  Itm.  We  will  and  ordeyne,  according  to  the  t^ioe 
of  the  king's  letters  patent,  that  none  be  chosen  to  be 
of  the  tenne,  but  such  as  be  most  discreyt,  sobre,  and 
most  snbstancyall  men,  inhabitying  within  the  sail 
town ;  and  such  as  kepeth  hospitalytye,  and  may 
dispende  by  th«re  fre  lands  or  tenements  lying  withid 
the  said  town  40s.  by  the  year,  over  and  above  all 
charges. 

Richard  Beet  is  then  stated  to  have  {Mused  his  accounts 
before  the  ten  men  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

After  which  is  a  "  kalendar  "  of  the  leases,  and  an 
inventory  of  the  implements  belMtging    to    the  body 


*  Thia  ii  the  Gnt  uoliue  of  ibe  ftppointment  of  KkToagar. 
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'cotp(Mte,  reidsiiubg '  m  the  town  ball  'ch«aber,    and 
d^Twed  to  Richard  B«itt,  the  bal^,  for  Mfe  keepiog, 


Pewter  dishes  and  plattera,  in  all  twenty-^ight  pieces. 

Three  long  spytta  tot  the  kitchen  chimney. 

A  cMslet  complete. 

One  halnuui  Tyoyt,  viz.  the  breast  and  backe. 

One  coat  of  playt  and  four  jackets. 

One  bow,  and  half  a  ^eaf  of  arrows  with  cayse  for 

them. 
Four  byUs  and  a  skulle. 
Eight  sydes  of  windows,   late  Btanding  in  the   hall 

windows. 

It  seems  that  ten  men-,  agreeably  to  the  charter,  were 
annually  elected  on  2d  November,  and  the  vicar  and 
schoobnaster,  with  several  other  of  the  respectable 
inhabitants,  were  generally  added  to  that  number,  who 
met  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  coonth,  to  hear  and 
settle  all  dispates  amongst  their  neighbours,  and  after- 
wards dined  together,   aometiroes   at  one  house  and 

'  B<mietimes  at  another,  at  a  moderate  stipulated  expense. 
The  compact  by  which  they  bound  themselves  to  meet, 
and  the  amiable  piupose  and  object  of  their  meeting, 

'  are  thus  recorded  : 

Witbyehe  mfra  imul.  'I  Anno  nono  dne  nre  R^;ine.  A.  D. 

£ikn.ineim.  Comi.JTbis  boke  mayd  the  11th  Novr.  1667, 
Ao.  pd  by  the  advisse  and  consent  of  the  tenne  men  of 
the  body  corporate  of  the  towoe  of  Wisbyche  aforesaid, 
and  of  divers  other  worshipful  and  of  the  best  and  most 
discrete,  sobre,  and  wisest  honest  inen  of  the  same  towne, 
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to  the  honor,  lands  and  prayu  of  Ahnigfaty  Qod.  And 
for  the  good  gorflmme&t  a(  the  com'nwealth  of  the  said 
towne.  And  alw  for  the  avoiding  of  atryfie,  contencon 
and  debate  bet  ptye  and  ptye,  and  for  the  encrease  of 
.  love,  amitye  and  trendshippe,  to  be  had  and  continued 
at  all  times  hereaflor  bet  the-inhabitanta  afsd,  according 
to  the  grant  made  unto  the  aforead  tenne  men  and  other, 
at  theanyte  and  reqneat  of  the  reverend  fathor  in  Qod, 
Thomas  Goodeticke,  lata  bishop  of  Ely,  by  the  late 
'  king  of  most  fainotu  memorie,  king  Edmrd  6th,  whose 
soule  God  [weeerve,  for  the  onefy  encreate  of  love,  amitie 
and  cottcord,  to  be  had  and  contmutd  amomgit  theforttaid 
iukabitaTU$  of  Witbycke  hereafter.'^lt  is  concluded,  con- 
descended and  fiillye  agrede  by  the  tenne  men  of  the 
foresaid  towne,  with  the  advice  of  the  others  of  the 
'  inhabytants  of  the  same  towne,  that  they,  and  other 
whose  names  be  berennder  written,  shall  assemble  and 
meet  tt^ther  in  the  common  hall  of  the  same  towne 
every  monthe  during  one  whole  year,  for  the  only 
intent  and  purpose  above  declared.  And  to  dyne 
tf^ether  at  such  placeasahallbe  agreed  npon  by  consent, 
and  to  pay  for  th^fe  dinners  every  person  four-pence 
.and  no  more,  and  that  be  yt  is  absent  to  pay  four-pence 
,  for  his  dinner  as  yff  he  were  present.  In  witness  whenof 
,  these  persons,  whose  names  be  hereunder  written,  for  the 
corroberacon  of  this  good  and  godly  order,  have  set  theire 
hands  the  day  and  yeare  first  above  written.  Then 
follow  the  signatures  of  Hr.  Hugh  Hargesson,  vicar,  the 
tenne  men,  the  schoohnaater,  and  abont  twenty  other 
persons. 

On  their  decision  of  any  matter  in  dispute,  it  is  usually 
entered  thus  : 


i  by  Google 


S    «  t 


h.  . 

■sis  i-^ 
|1  '■s| 

i 


S    .   f  ^  J  i 

il  i-il 


1 


1| 


III 

b   S  J  € 


-Iff 
'III 

S  OS  il  u 

II  r 


ib,Google 


198  HISTORY    OF  ' 

Meetings  of  this  nature  continued  in  the  town  for 
twelve  yean,  during  which  pmod  -^e  mdy  presume  the  ten 
men  were  held  in  no  little  degree  of  respect,  by  the 
deference  at  all  times  paid  to  the  judgment  of  the 
referees, 'which  in  no  instance  appeals  to  have  been 
disputed.  On  occasions  when  there  were  no  diflfarencea 
to  adjust,  ijie  entry  was  '  Oia  beoe  et  (}uiet  laudes  Deo.' 
All  matters  well  and  in  quietness,  thanks  be  to  God. 

*.D.  Inthis  year  an  order  was  ntade,  that  if  any  person  who 
1569.  had  agreed  to  assemble  every  ntoath  should  l>e  absent, 
and  not  pay  fotuvpence  for  his  dinner,  the  bailiff  of  the 
town  lands  should  pay  it,  who  should  have  it  again 
allowed,  and  the  defaulter  to  be  crossed  out  of  the  book, 
and  never  after  received  into  the  company,  although  he 
desire  to  be  received  ailerward  asoin. 

1576.  About  the  year  1576,  the  ten  men  and  inhabitants 
began  to  extend  their  duties,  by  plading  out  poor  qhildren 
apprentices,  and  even  made  orders  for  raising  cei^n 
acre  shots  and  payments  of  country  taxes.  They 
also  advanced  small  sums  of  money  under  twenty 
shillings,  by  way  of  loan,  to  poor  persoins.  Various 
sums  are  mentioned  to  be  paid  fcr  coring  '  skaulde  heads ' 
of  boys,  and  for  keeping  orphan  children.  And  all 
ordtn  now  made  are  stated  to  be  by  the  consent  of 
the  ten  men,  '  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Vycai  and  odiers 
of  the  copanye.' 

1578.  About  two  years  ajiter,  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Colyyle 
should  be  moved  to  come  to  Wisbecbe,  as  well  for  the 
discha^e  oC  the  suite  of  the  high  fen,*  %»  for  dyking 

*  Sm  p«ge  IS0> 
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the  riTer.  And  a  bill  was  agreed  to  be  made  of  an' 
acie  shot  of  two-)>ence  the  acre,  for  the  lands  in  Elm, 
fbr  the  dykereeres  to  collect,  foi  the  fymBhing  up  of  the 
goole  into  Marshland. 

Certain  orders  were  IllLewJse  agreed  upon  by  the  tenne 
men,  vitfi  consent  of  thejustices  of  the  peace,  respecting^ 
the  s'vyce  of  the  queen's  majesty  with  lambes  and  calves, 
under  the  statute  of  purveyance.  Purveyances  being 
afterwards  fbund  to  be  attended  with  grievances  to  the 
subject,  the  same  were  taken  away  by  statute  12th 
Claries  II.  c.  24.  But  whilst  that  statute  ensted,  every 
poBon  within  the  towne  paid  towards  the  queen's 
jHOvision  for  calves,  lambs,  &c.  in  manner  following : 

For  every  kowe,  1  ob.         I  Every20wethers,  1  peony. 
Every  20  ewes,  2  pence.      I  Every  swine,   1  ob.  being 
'      above  a  quarter  old. 

In  lapse  of  time,  relaxation  took  place  in  punctual  a.d. 
attendance,  so  that  it  became  again  neceasaiy  to  enforce  1583. 
the  order  of  1569,  by  a  stronger  measure ;  and  it  was 
l^reed  that  every  Tuesday  monthly,  until  1st  Novr.  then 
next,  the  tenne  men  for  the  year  elected  should  meet  at 
the  town  hall,  and  if  any  were  absent,  he  should  pay 
fpur-pence,  and  should  continue  during  such  tytne  aa 
any  business  occurred  for  the  towne,  or  appeasing'  of 
ODntnvanHes  amongst  neighbours,  and  be  in  cenCareiice 
all  the  3ay,  upon  payne  of  departing,  every  perwn  of  the ' 
tenne,  without  licence  of  the  rest,  four-pence  for  every 
dM&ult.  And  if  he  came  an  hour  after  aght  in  tha 
Bonitag,  *    if   any    of    the  tenne,    to  pay    two-pence 

•  If  t^  nwdv  ii  cnriaBi  to  know  the  boon  of  msalt  in  qoccni  Blubeth'f 
In*,  b  mxj  lean  tlwn  ia  EiB('t  AichnbgU,  vol.  6.    '■  WiA  m,  tha 
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towards  charge  of  the  house  and  expeiues.  In  this  same 
year  it  is  stated  that  the  company  and  laborets  began  to 
work  upon  the  great  bridge,  and  three  of  the  ten  men 
were  app<Hnt«d  to  go  to  St.  Ives  to  view  that  bridge. 
A  matter  also  is  brought  before  the  corporation  respect- 
ing "  the  rode  of  fre  land  nye  the  windmill  *  in  East 
"Field,"  but  no  adjudication  is  made.  About  this  time- 
the  corporate  body,  in  addition  to  their  other  obliga- 
tions, began  to  take  upon  tjienuelves  the  duty  of  acting. 
as  trustees  in  casea  of  donations  end  bequests  of, 
charitably  disposetf  penons,  whose  benefaction!  are  here, 
enumerated,  and  directions  given  for  their  disposal 
asunder: 

£.  I.  d. 
Acct  of  money  beetf^wed  on  the  poore,  Tot.  48  18  9 
Out  of  town  stock    II  17  0 


A.D.        The  capital  burgesses  also  took  under  iheir  direction 
1585.  tlie  churchwardens'  accounts,  collections  for  the  poor,  See. 

tUough    subject   to   the   justices'    revision     and    final' 

BLllowance. 

"  nobflitf,  gently,  ind  itail«iita  da  ordinirQ;  go  to  diimer  U  elerctl  belwa 
'■  noon,  md  to  loppei  kt  fife  or  bat.  fire  and  nx  M  tftentaQii.  llMaeKbaBis 
"  dine  and  rap  aeUom  b«f.  twelve  it  noon,  ud  hx  at  night,  e^edill;  ia' 
"  London.  HnabandmoBdineilaoatlughnaaD,  latbejcillitiudaQpalteiaB. 
"oreigbti  bot  out  of  the  lenn  in  onr  onireTdtiei,  ths  ■cholua  dine  at  ten." 
Fraiiaart  mentjoni  waiting  on  tha  duka  of  Lancaitai  at  five  o'clock  in  (he 
■Aaniaon,  wben  be  had  nppad.  "  And  whea  Joaeph  aaw  BeBJamiA  whb' 
"-tLem,  he  a^,  bring  diaae  men  hooie,  for  thay  ahaU  dine  with  ma  at 
"  wnh"  Gan.  zliii.  16.  Hie  Anglo  Saxon  meal  wii  Bade  jnatbalbra  aanaat; 
hot  maata  were  poorided. 
*  WindiuDi  wen  iattodnced  into  Ftmk«  ud  Unhand  abont  lOMt 
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Guyhime,  a  hamlet  of  Wisbech,  about  six  tmlesfrom 
the  town,  at  thi^  period  b^;aii  t«rbe  mited  with  nckneas, 
supposed  to  be  the  plague,  aod  an  aaaessment  wat 
ordered  to  be  made  for  six  weeks,  to  be  paid  to  the 
pooie  of  Guyhirae,  and  the  sum  of  £i.  16j.  6d.  was 
accordingly  raised  and  expended. 

The  public  attention  was  called  to  the  general  clean- 
sing of  the  streets  and  channels  of  the  town  in  this  year>. 
probably  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  disease. 

The  suspicion  of  the  nature  of  the  sickness  at 
Guybim  seans  to  have  been  too  well  foonded,  and  no 
time  was  lost  in  adopting  cautionary  measures  to  prevent 
its  extension,  and  to  guard  against  the  admiasion 
of  all  persons  and  goods  into  the  town  without  due 
T^ilance.  A  meeting  also  took  place  of  the  tea  men 
of  the  body  corporate  in  comnum  hall  assembled  on 
28th  April,  in  especial  relation  to  this  woeful  calamity, 
when  it  was  thought  proper  to  divide  the  town  into 
ten  wards,  placing  one  of  the  ten  men  as  superintendant 
ovw  each  ward.  The  wards,  as  then  set  out,  were  as 
foll«w: 
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Hieseii-^nls  may  be  thosTeconcQedwith  the  state  of 
the  town  in  1626. 

"nmbre  Ward.  It  extended  -from  the  banning  c^ 

the  town,  at  or  near  Mew  Common 
bridge,  to  the  south  end  of  the  church 
yard,  and  certain  ahnshouBes,  *  the 
site  of  .which  caimot  now  be  exactly 
ascertained :  this  ward  seems  to  have 
embraced  the  whole  space  from  New 
Common  bridge  to  the  end  of  Timber 
Marketf  od  the  east  side. 

Church 'Ward.  The  almshonees  here  mentioned  ap- 

pear to  be  those  on  the  north  side  of 
the  church,  as  well  as  those  which 
formerly  stood  on  the  sooth  side  (now 
pulled  down).  The  castle  dyke  (forty 
feet  wide)  was  intended  to  protect 
the  castle  next  the  town :  this  ward, 
therefore,  comprised  the  south-west 
side  of  the  Market  Place  to  the 
castle  gate. 


t  TlabMBUikBt  i»  aportiaaoftlLe  townlyi&CMtha  aut  •iidsf  Oe 
chnrdi,  Itennlj  embracing  tha  whoU  •paeebnEi  the  bcT*'  chuit;  ichocil 
totka  Dowalumiaad ;  -aiHl-wlMatlu  wmten  of  ths  Ohm  emptiad  tliaa- 
mItm  fnto  tbe  imth  tM  bcpnd  Wubech,  thi*  spot  coBititsted  tha  bank 
tt  OaOoae,  aU  wwadaaaj  allDttadfci  thedafMitiKaf  tiabaiVBlU 
adawHMAde  HMmet,  b^m  whanea  it  obttiaadthe  MOMoftlia  Tfnber 
HariMt,  kf  irhicb  it  u  MiQ  looat  gBnenUj  known,  tod  M  loaf  M  it  MBtinBaa 
•atoba.caitiaa  withit  inaOBadagme  tbe  lecot^ioflheiBdeatbaaBdai; 
afthaiirar,  overwhicb  Ihwa  WW  ■  Ijpf ,  WJH^  iJBLppBteun  Ufreaen'ad 
ta  the  Base  cCtlwpBblic  Loom  there  atotta,  calMthefmyHtoM. 
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Castle  Wtm).  The   castle  gate  in  the  west  front 

WBB  contiguous  to  a  drawbridge* 
over  the  moat  in  that  quarter, 
and  stood  about  the  end  of  the 
presoitYork  Row,  near  Mr.Cleere's: 
this  ward,  therefwe,  comprised  all  the 
dwellings  on  the  north  side  of  Dead- 
man's  Lane  found  by  the  vicarage, 
taking  in  the  west  side  of  Timber 
Market  to  Swillinghnm  Field,  which 
lies  beyond  Tillery  Field,  leading  to 
New  Common  bridge. 

South  Ward.  This  is  sufficiently  expressive  of  all 

the  houses  on  the  south  brink. 

BertoD  Ward.  The  hke  on  the  north  brink. 

White  Cross  Ward.  Then  is  an  open  space  on  the  north 
brink  called  the  Low,  where  fonuwly 
a  cross  stood,  called  White  Crou : 
this  vrard,  ther^ire,  comprised  the 
extent  along  Pickaid's  lane  to  an 
ancient  pond  in  the  Old  Haritet, 
with  all  the  western  and  northern 
sides  thereof. 

Old  Market  Ward.  All  the  east  udeof  the  Old  MaHwt 
as  far  as  the  bridge. 

Shippe  Lane  Ward.  This  extended  from  the  bridge  along 
the  wharfe  or  quay  by  the  river,  turning 
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round  at  the  end  of  the  itreet  oppo- 
site to  the  Bell  comer,  and  terminat- 
ing at  the  old  grammar  ichool  and 
town  hall  in  Ship  Lane. 

New  Market  Ward.  The  rest  of  Ship  Lane,  the  new 
Market  Place,  and  the  hoiuei  on  the 
niHTth  side  of  High  Street  in  a  line 
with  the  Rose  inn,  turning  round 
the  comer,  past  the  new  town  hall 
to  tJie  bridge. 

Mill  Want.  Kichard  Best's  honse^  aa  well  as  the 

huge  market  booths,  are  unknown ; 
but  this  ward  seems  to  bare  com- 
prised the  ground  from  about  the 
opening  near  the  Wheat  Sheaf  iiui> 
past  the  boys'  school  and  Church 
Lane,  to  the  miU  bill  where  Mr. 
Oirdlestone's  house  now  stands,  at 
the  east  end  of  Ship  or  Hill  Street. 

These  precautions,  salutary  and  laudable  as  they  were,   a.d. 
did  not  prevent  the  calamity  in  the  neighboorhood  from  1686. 
reaching  the  town,  and  the  effects  of  the  disease  sotm 
]»0Ted  it  to  be  the  plague. 

One  of  the  most  terrific  qaalilies  of  the  plague  is  ita 
-^ mystery;  the  commencement, progress,  and termiDati<Hi 
-  of  it  are  all  marked  by  uncertainty.  The  last  and  direst 
Tivtation,  with  which  this  country  was  afflicted,  waf  that 
of  the  metropolis,  whence  it  spread  far  and  wide,  in  1666 
,  and  1666.    It  is  impossible  to  read  De  Foe's  Narrative, 
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wHhoat  feeliagB  of  hotror  and  tlann.  Aeeording  to  the 
lowest  compntfttioa,  68,596  peiMms  are  aaid  to  hare 
been  carried  off  by*  this  aon  rlaitation. 

This  contagion  is  luppoaed  to  hare  been  imported  into 
the  western  psoK  of  Europe  at  the  time  of  the  Crusades, 
and  aftw  that  peribd  oar  own  eovntiy  had  for  niany 
centuries  herfoU  share  of  its  terrible  inflictions.  Many 
imagioe  that  the  pUgne  has  often  been  in  London  since 
'  1666,  but  that  from  the  improved  cleanliness  of  our 
mebtipolis,  it  has  never  assumed  a  more  formidable 
appearance  than  that  of  cont^oas  fever.  Erasmus 
ascribed  the  frequent  plagues  of  England  to  slovenly 
habits.  At  this  day,  however,  we  have  established  a 
claim  to  the  virtue  of  cleanliness,  which,  althdagh  formerly 
it  might  be  held  in  little  estimation,  is,  by  the  progress  of 
eirilization,  become  an  honourable  feature  in  our 
national  charactsr.  The  last  instance  of  contagion  of 
plague  in  any  quarta  subject  to  onr  government  occurred 
at  Malta,  in  1813,  when  an  interesting  volume  on  the 
subject  was  published  by  Mr.  Tally,  snrgeon  of  the 
lung's  forces. 

In  the  time  of  the  visitation,  which,  in  the  year  1686—7, 
nnhapinly  extended  to  Wisbech,  the  etffporate  body, 
who  had  already  divided  the-  town  into  ten  wards,  used 
.  the  utmost  vigilance  to  restrain  the  direful  disorder. 
A  list  of  these  wards  was  directed  to  be  pnbliahed,  and 
the  names  of  all  strangers  resorting  within  anyoftiiose 
districts  were  particnlariy  noted,  and  the  folbwing 
proceedings  and  orders  took  place  thereupon. 

The  names  of  aH  non-residents  who  came  into  the  town, 
and  especially  of  such  as  entered  surreptitiously,  wen 
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imiMKltttdy  mportod  to  tli«  tea  men ;  and  Ui«y>  ubder  the 
direction  of  the  magistnUai,  appomtad  goremon,  who 
beM  regular  meetingi,  and  made  peremptory  orden  for 
the  conduct  of  all  peraons  suspected  of  sidueas,  whether 
they  should  be  allowed  to  go  alwoed,  or  be  confined  to 
their  ho)iBea.  Thoy  likewia*  appointed  a  place  when 
perscNDa  supposed  to  be  infected  should  be  kept,  confloing 
them  to  that  peculiar  district,  and  debarring  them  from 
communication  with  any  other  part  of  the  town.* 
This  place  was  called  Berton. 

lo  September  1587,   further    orders  wen  isasad  by    a.d. 
the  gOTomors,  that  one  Edward  Wright,  who  had  abaaed  1587. 
the  towne  in  casting  tHHty  clothes  into  the  little  rivir,  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  inhabitants,  and  evyl  examf^e  of  all 
othera,  should  be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction  until  re- 
leased by  four  of  the  goveniore. 

Money  waa  d^iveced  to  the  town  baley  to  be  distri- 
buted to'lhe  poor  and  infected  in  each  of  U)e  wards.  It 
being  known  that  one  Godfrey  Smith,  contrary  to  the 
justices' orders,  and  to  the  damage  of  his  neighboun, 
had  gone  to  Berton  into  a  house  amongst  the  infected,  and 
since  had  gone  abroad,  being  warned  by  the  gOTemors, 
and  had  refused  to  obey  good  ordors ;  he  was  to  be  im- 
prisoned in  the  house  of  correcti<Hi,  and  so  in  like  manner 
was  one  Robert  Smythe,  for  accompanying  the  said  God- 
frey, uk)  rimsing  the  deputy  at  the  ward  in  vyle  words. 


*  PMple  h»e  been  knowa  to  ranitin  is  n{M;  in  u  iotteted  tewn  by 
•baUiDg  thsBielrsi  op  troa  til  commimicatioB  witli  Mcb  M  might  b« 
■upetwdof  giTlng  tbediMMe  ;  md  itlsMid  tbitwbilMtliophgiiawuik 
the  towa  of  Cubridge,  tin  eollegas  Temunad  entiralj  be«  bjr  Ming  thia 
pncntion  ;  lod  io  tbe  phgue  at  R<niM  is  16S7,  tbe  nmiutaruB  and 
nuneriei  lUtmieA  IhematlrH  by  the  mub  mMu.  Dr.  Xud't  DUeturm 
«■  lb*  Pl*g<it. 
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dth  Oct.  At  a  meeting  of  the  tea  men,  orderq  were  made  For  the 
sicke  to  be  unt  to  Berton,  when  a  carte  and  horse  were 
ordered  to  be  bought  to  cany  all  neceuahes  there  to  them. 

2  tat  Nor.  The  goremora  cwitinued  their  duties,  ordering  all 
whom  they  thought  necessary  to  be  forthwith  placed  st 
Berton,*  and  to  have  weekly  allowance  acandingly, 
isBuing  orders  for  denying  any  allowance  to  mch  aa 
ofTended,  and  directing  who  were  to  be  kept  cloee. 

25th  Nov.  The  governors  now  gave  orders  who  should  be 
permitted  to  go  abroad,  limiting  the  distance,  and  when 
permission  was  granted,  it  vras  with  strict  injunction 
Aat  they  should  not  have  any  recoarae  into  any  man's 
house  upon  pain  of  a  fine. 

26tb  Nov.  The  disease  be^nqing  to  abate,  the  governor  re- 
moved nine  persons  from  Berton,  and  allowed  them 
twelve  pence  a  piece,  so  as  they  performed  orders.  One 
penHm  was  ordered  to  be  set  in  the  stocks,  and  another 
to  be  tyed  to  one  of  the  posts  of  the  market  cross,  and 
to  have  twenty  stripes,  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

3d  Dec.  At  a  meeting  of  the  governors,  it  was  agreed  that 
nine  persons,  who  had  been  allowed  twelve  pence  a  piece 
on  the  26th  Nov.  should  the  week  follovrii^  have 
liberty  to  go  abroad,  and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  sicke 
at  BertMi,  being  eleven  persons,  should  have  hberty  t<) 
return  to  their  houses  and  abide  therein,  strictly  obeying 
orders.  Independent  of  donations,  a  special  assessment 
was  made  by  the  justices  for  the  sicke  and  poor^  and 
qcders  issued  respecting  payment  thereof. 


*  Tbi>"Ben(w"  mt iboiittbeentnaMcf tbennr iMdfrDvThoniey, 
wbidi  WM  Mid  b  called  BwtoD  Lmn. 
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In  the  meftn  time  the  ten  mm  Jiad  very  frequent 
UMmblies,  cooperating  with  the  goveraon  in  issuing  firom 
time  to  time  the  Decessarv  directions. 


To  prevent,  ftB  far  es  might  be,  all  communication  be-  10  Dec. 
tween  the  sick  and  the  healUiy,  it  was  directed  that  every 
goreitior  should  bring  in  a  bill  in  writing  of  the  name  of 
each  person,  being  an  hoiisehcdder,  who  should  be  able 
to  give  any  bounty  within  his  ward,  and  of  every  peawm 
having  need,  so  that  persons  willing  to  distribute  to  such 
as  were  in  want  might  be  certified,  and  the  poor  be  re- 
lieved, without  begging  fix)m  door  to  door  as  theretofore 
at  Christmas. 

A  further  order  was  published,  that  the  poor  people 
should  be  forbidden  to  go  abroad  at  Christmas,  and  not  be 
rehered  at  any  man's  door ;  but  such  as  be  minded  to 
give,  either  to  send  it  to  them,  or  to  give  it  themselves  at 
their  houses,  or  to  deliver  it  to  the  governor  of  the  vrard, 
&c. 

A  man  having  presomed  to  go  abroad  without  leave 
was  ordered  to  be  carried  before  the  justices. 

Bobert  Scotred,  one  of  the  governors,  falling  sick,  28  Dec. 
another  was  appointed  to  fill  his  place  as  governor. 

He  men  and  women  lately  visited  were  directed  to 
be  placed  on  convenient  seats  by  themeelvee  in  the 
chnrch. 

A  further  order  vu  made  reipectii^  the  town's  horse 
and  cart  at  Berton,  and  certain  locks,  table,  beddingr 

fcc.- 
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&tli  Jan.  "Hie  gorenuHm  itill  eoatiDued  their  meetiiigB,  and  the 
hooM  of  one  Jama  Goodeticka  being  aaspected  to  be 
infected,  and  partly  known  to  be  w,  therefive  the  aaid 
James  Qoodericke  waa  oidered  to  kepe  his  hoiiBe  and 
ahoppe  from  henceforth  shut  chMe  up,  and  not  suffer 
any  person  other  than  of  lus  own  house  to  come  to  him ; 
and  that  the  goremorof  thewaid  should  orenee  that  he 
do  not  contnty  to  the  j  uaticea'  order,  and  that  if  he  refuse, 
he  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correctitm. 

A.D.  In  April,  five  pound*  were  lent  to  the  above  James 
1687.  Ooodericke ;  and  <ne  Herrye  and  his  wife  were  ordered 
to  take  all  the  stuffe  out  of  their  honse,  and  lay  it  on  the 
farther  side  of  the  little  rirer,  and  make  a  fire  in  the  house : 
and  thua  the  orders  lelating  to  the  plague  omclude. 
It  ia  not  recorded  how  this  direful  di«eaae  was  supposed 
to  be  brought  into  the  town,  only  that  the  symptoms 
at  it  were  first  disoorered  at  Ouyhira,  nor  is  the 
extent  of  the  calamity  here  stated.  On  consulthig  the 
register  of  the  parish,  it  appears  that  forty-two  were 
buried  in  the  month  of  September  preceding,  and  sixty- 
two  in  the  moiiLtb  of  October,  after  which  the  numbers 
declined  to  dbout  tntrnty  and  eighteen  in  the  four 
succeeding  months,  which  is  not  more  than  three  or  four 
beyond  the  usual  uTerage  at  dtat  season  of  the  year. 

On  the  1 1th  April,  a  fire  took  place  in  the  old  market, 
which  broke  out  about  twelve  at  night;  and  the  town 
bailey  was  ordered  ta  pay  forty  ahillioga  for  expenses 
bestowed  at  the  time. 

1588.  From  timpenod  an  altemtiba  took  place  in  the  jBOBoner 
of  condiiQting  the  paoeecdings  by  tbe  body  corporatei 

The  monthly  meetings,   so  far  as  they  related  to  tbe 
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aetUii^  sod  appeaaing  of  contzoTemcB  ttatween  the  in- 
hsbUantaaod  oeighbour8>  aeemiiow  to  have  ceased,  and 
the  ten  men  directed  their  attention  toward*  other  UHful 
pnrpeaes,  auch  as  the  putting  out  of  appreaticea ;  a  sew 
duly  abo  began  to  devolve  upon  them  aB  tniateeg  for  the 
pToperty  of  widows  and  orphans  committed  to  their  cue, 
as  well  as  to  manage  and  place  out  the  stock  at  interest,* 
for  the  benefit  of  both  the  mothers  and  children, 
aaiit  the  UUererrired  at  age,  giving  asaurancea  for  the 
repayment  of  the  mooiea  put  {artht  The  etyle  of  thtir 
meetingt  alao  was  changed,  which  are  now  declared  to  be 
"  A  marting  of  the  ten  men,  to  take  accoout  of  aU  goods 
"  comytted  of  trust  to  them  of  anndry  orphans,  according 
"  to  the  confidence  in  them  reposed,  and  aaaunince  to  be 
"  takm  for  repayment  of  such  sum  as  should  be  put 
"  fotthe  for  a^rs  of  the  towne,  and  placing  out  poor 
"  children ;  also  for  allowing  churchwardctu'  accounts^ 
"  menworks,  oraurreyorsofb^waya  accounts,  gsantii^ 
"  leases,  8tc." 

£.  s.  d. 
The  amount  of  orphan  stock  la  stated  at  280  9  0 
Towue  stock  put  foithe  for  profytt    ....     79  15    0 

The  ten  men  also  made  orders  respecting  the  feea  for 
the  knoUing  of  the  bell  at  the  death  of  any  inhabitant. 

The  butchers'  shambles  +  were  this  year  erected  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  new  market,  the  cost  whereof  is  stated 
to  have  been  £,  85.  I9>.  Ad.  The  stalls  were  let,  and  the 
rent  accounted  for  before  the  ten  men.  Accounts  also 
were  produced  by  the  constables  for  the  queen's  tax,  the 

*  InlnaM  at  thi*  time  m*  Bigbt  per  eent. 

t  TImh  WMennoradftomtbe  auikst  place  ia  1810. 
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muket  vateh,  brink  watch,  dmrchwardflna,  memrorks, 
new  bridge,  profit  of  the  great  bdl,  and  putting  forth 
ehildreo  apprenticea,  and  at  the  conclnsioQ,  a  memoran- 
A.D,  dum  is  made  as  follows  :  "  Memdnm.  I  booght  for  the 
1592.  "  towne,  in  Londoa,  the  picture  of  kit^  Edward  VI. 
."  K.  E. "  which  is  at  thia  day  hangii^  up  in  the  town 
hall. 

1696.  Thewardsanagainrepeated,andagOTeniorappoii}tad 
to  each,  who  was  to  orerMe  and  take  ordw  ftM*  idief  of 
the  poCT  within  each  ward,  and  report  of  their  neede  to 
be  mads  every  aabbath  after  evening  prayer,  and  the 
governors  were  directed  to  view  th^r  wards  once  a  week, 
or  forfeit  four  pence. 

'  At  this  period  overseera  of  tbe  poor  were  not  appunled, 
nor  was  any  compulsory  method  adopted  for  the 
reliafofthe  poor  until  the  statute  27th  Hen.  VIII.  c.  35. 
hot  they  seem  to  have  been  left  to  such  relief  as  the 
humanity  of  their  neighbours  would  afford  them.  The 
monasteries  in  particular  were  their  principal  resource, 
and  among  other  bad  effects  which  attended  the  monastic 
institutions,  it  was  not,  perhaps,  one  of  the  least,  (though 
frequently  esteemed  quite  otherwise)  that  they  sup- 
ported and  fed  a  numerous  and  idle  body  of  poor,  whose 
sastenance  depended  upon  what  was  daily  distributed  in 
alms  at  the  gates  of  the  religious  houses.  But  upon 
the  total  dissolution  of  these,  the  inconvenience  of  thus 
encouraging  the  poor  in  habits  of  indolence  and  beggary 
was  quickly  felt  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  abundance 
of  statutes  were  made  for  providing  for  the  poor  and 
impotent.  After  many  fruitless  experiments  the  statute 
43d  Elizabeth  was  passed,  by  which  overseen  of  the 
poor  were  appointed  in  every  parish.    Their  office  and 
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duty  w^e  priDeipally  fint,  to  ruBe  eompeteot  sums  for 
the  necessaiy  relief  of  the  impot«it,  oM,  blind,  and 
othen,  beiiig  poor  and  not  able  to  worit,  and  secondly^ 
.  to  provide  work  fbr  such  as  were  eUe  and  could  not 
otb^inae  get  employment.  The  two  great  objects  of  this 
statute  seem  to  hare  been  first,  to  relieve  the  poor  and 
impotent,  and  then  only  secondly,  to  find  employment  fur 
such  as  were  able  to  work,  and  that,  by  providing  stocks  - 
of  raw  materials,  to  be  worked  up  at  then-separate  homes, 
instead  of  accumulating  all  the  poor  in  one  coounoB 
workhouse,  a  practice  which  pnts  the  sober  and  diligoit 
upon  a  level  (in  point  of  their  eamings)  with  those  who 
areidleand  dissolute, depresses thelaudableanolatUHiof 
domestic  industry  and  neatness,  and  destroys  all 
endearing  &mily  connexions,  the  only  felicity  of  the 
indigent ;  whereas  if  none  were  relieved  but  those  who 
are  incapable  of  eamii^  a  living,  and  that  io  proportion 
to  their  incapacity,  if  no  children  were  removed  fiinn  their 
parents,  but  soch  as  are  brought  up  in  rags  and  idloiess, 
and  if  any  poor  man  and  his  family,  who  could  not  obtain 
employment,  were  furnished  with  it,  and  allowed  the  whole 
profits  of  their  labour,  a  spirit  of  busy  cheerfulness  would 
soon  diffuse  itself  through  every  cottage,  work  would, 
become  easy  and  habitual,  when  absolutely  necessary  for 
daily  subsistence,  andthepowmanwotddgo'through  his 
task  without  a  munnur,  if  assured  that  he  aikd  bis  children, 
whan  incapable  of  work,  through  in&u^,  age,  or- 
infirmity,  would  then,  and  then  only,  be  entitled  to  sup- 
pMt  fism  his  opulent  neighbours.  Such  a{q>eani  to  have- 
been  the  intention  of  the  statute  of  queen  Elizabeth  : 
probably  there  might  be  a  defect  in  confining  the  manage- 
ment of  the  poor  to  small  parochial  districts,  which  are 
incapable  of  furnishing  pn^ier  work,  or  providing  an 
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able  director.  Upon  this  the  learned  BladtBtoae* 
obeerres,  that  whai  the  bhires,  the  hnndredi,  and  the 
tythiugs  were  kept  in  the  uine  admirable  order  in  which 
they  were  dieposed  by  the  great  ^fired,  there  were  no 
penons  idle,  consequently  none  but  the  impotent  that 
needed  relief;  and  the  statute  43d  Elizabeth  seema 
entirely  founded  on  the  same  principle.  There  ie  not  a 
more  necessary  or  more  certain  maxim  in  tbe  frame  and 
conatitntion  of  society,  tiian  that  every  indindual  must 
ooBtribnte  his  riiare,  in  order  to  the  well  bdng  of  the 
community  ;  and  surely  th^  must  be  very  defldent  in 
sound  policy,  who  anffer  one  half  of  a  parish  to  con^ 
tinoe  idle,  nnemployed,  and  dissolute,  and  then 
ere  ama3«d  to  find  that  the  industry  of  the  other  half 
it  notable  to  maintain  the  whole.  To  return,  however, 
firom  ihia  digression,  and  proceed  with  the  corporate 
proceedings  t— 'the  body  Corporata  having  power  by  their 
diarter  to  acquire,  take,  and  enjoy  other  lands,  8lc.,  the 
ten  men  SeMn  to  hare  becMue  purchasers  of  a  certain 
real  estate,  the  situation  of  which  is  not  partJcuHuized, 
but  a  memorandum  is  made  thereof,  which  proves  that 
die  partite  were  Siufficientiy  attsntive  to  their  peraonal 
pomfotts, 

"  Item.  Paid  for  the  expences  of  James  Saylebank, 
"  John  Rogers  and  his  wife,  and  Robert  Adams  and  his 
'^  wife,  on  29th  and  30th  September,  at  Lynn,  in  going  to 
"Mr.  Justice  Qndga-,  to  have  the  fine  acknowledged, 
"  as  well  of  iJje  lands  which  are  purchased  of  the  said 
"  Rogera,  as  are  purchased  of  Robert  Adams,  for  the  use 
''ofUietowne. 

'  NkckitMB'i  ComMentariM,  i>^«  9. 
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£.  >.  d. 

"Itsm.  Fm  the  forage  of  tusnd  our  bortes  0    4 

"Iton.  For  one  qnte  of  wyne  afore  Bupper,  >         .  .^ 

.*'  and  our  rappen  and  wyae  and  flogttr. .  3 
"Item.  Fw  a  qate  of  wyne,  sugar  and  cakes  >         ^  ^^ 

"  in  the  momii^ 3 

"Item.  For  onr  dinners,  and  three  qnartes  of}        ,  -.j. 

*'  wyne  and  sugar     S 

"  Item.  For  our  bone  meat,  nndgyven  to  the  ?        »  ,» 

"  ehamberlayne  and  others     3 

"  Item.  Paid  Mr.  Uuett  for  the  dble  fyne,  ^      28    4 

"  predpe  and  concord    i 

"Item.  Paid  to  him  towards  suing  forth  the)      »-    g 

"  same i 

"  Item.  Paid  and  giren  to  Rogers'  wyffe  . .  20  0 
"  Item.  Paid  and  given  to  R.  Adams'  wyffe  10  0 
"Item.  Fm  our  passage  at  the  bridges 0    3 

£5    8    8 
"  More  I  paid  at  London  towards  suing  forth  \      on    n 

"thoOnes i 

"Item.  More  I  paid  fw  the  fyne  when  I  took)      ^3    4 

*<  that  forthe i 


The  fine  above  allnded  to  appears  to  have  been  issued 
outofthe  court  at  Westminster,  but  it  was  not  unusual  to 
acknowledge  fines  relating  to  property  within  the  isle 
erf"  Ely,  before  the  duef  justice  of  the  isle,  as  the 
ondenimtioaed  chirograph  will  show. 

"  Intttla  Elien. ")"  St.  Hec  est  finalis  concordia  foa  in  cur 

yi  dni  regiv  apud  Ky  decimo  die  Aprilis 

"  anno  r^i;ni  dni  nri  Caroli  sedi  Dei  gra  AngKe  Sooe  Fiane 
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"  et  HUnne  r^pi  fidei  defenaoris  Bu.  decimo  octavo  coram 
"  Edro  Turner  mil  juatic  dni  re^  fidelibs  tunc  ibi 
"  prea^itibs  int  John  Harrison  quer  Robtam  Orinibls  ftnd 
"  Oraciam  uxem  ejus  defix^de  uno  meiaaagio  cli  ptinin 
"  Wiabech  infra  inaulam  pd  Bus :" — the  mnaiodu'  iq  the 
OBual  fonn.  Ely.  ,  Indoreed  ^  "  lasu^  £lliea  id  Com 
"  Cfurtabr/'* 


Whilst  qoticiiig  the  law  proceedings,  ve  present  another 
entry  from  an  old  book,  Heames'  Black  Bode,  relating 
to  the  legal  customs  of  the  isle,  or  ratber  to  ancient 
usage  in  the  hundred  of  Wisbech,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  fair  sex  were  held  in  a  higher  degree  of 
respect  aod .estimatiou  there  than,  in  .other  parts  of  tlie 
kingdom., ,  The  pwagraph  is  as  follows ; 

"  Heame's  Nig.  Lib.  consuetude  in  Hondredo  de 
"  Wisbech  ex  recuperationibus  in  termino  Sanctas 
"  TrinitaUs  1  H.  14  rot  332.— Tho  Re&on  petit  Tersos 
"  Johannem  Hely  medietatem  messuagii  in  Wisbech 
"  et  declarat  quod,  .est  consuetui^Q  m  Hundrpdo  de 
"Wisbech  ab  antiqua  usitata  cujns  pdicta.  villa  est 
"  parcelU  .QUod  .  mulieres,  .  qun.  aunt  dotabilea  de 
"  t«D0menti8  in  eodem  Hundredo  debeoat  de  medietate 
*'  dotari."  t 

*  Tbe  Dxigint]  of  tliia  fina  came  into  ths  conqiilar'*  hindl  u  ■  ttutM  of 
Hi*.  Wrighi'i  charitj,  ind  is  still  unoiifit  the  tilli  deedi  of  the  eiMto 
lettbj  ttwt  benefactreu  to  lh«  town. 

t "  nottwReioD  dsmuda  mgiiutJohn  Holy  k  moietr  of  a  MMMMge  ia 
"Wiibech,  ■nddecUieithMituthecurtoBindM  l»di*dof  Wtiback. 
"  by  uident  ouge,  of  whidi  tb>t  town  ii  ■  pucel,  that  womeo  wbo  an 
"  dombls  of  tenemonti  in  the  nid  hDBdi«d  ought  to  bo  endowed  of 
"  K  tnoietj  thereof^*' — The  (baTe  nuioiu  sztnct  wu  ftuniilied  by  a  friend, 
to  whom  the  coapileT  ia  MBch  indebted  kt  tbe  iatereat  be    talua   fa 
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In  king  Edwud's  charter  it  ia  ordered,  that  £3.  I6i.-  a.d. 
should    be    distributed   anongst    the    pow   snnually,  1596. 
according  to  the  disoretion  of  the  tea  men,  which  anm  is 
for  the  fint  time  here  noticed  amongst  the  beaefactiona 
made  by  the  capital  borgeaBea  aa  follows : 

"  Item.  They  distributed  the  £  3.  I5t.  which  was  the 
"  king's  gyfte." 

'  The  aecoQiit  of  bonds  for  monies  advanced' on  kian 
had  DOW  incraaaed  in  valoe  to  £453.  6f.  44,  which 
aftenrarda  accomulated  in  amount  to  £940.  18i.  6d.- 
all  which  sums  were  advanced  for  the  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towne,  to  be  repaid  with 
intcnat. 

The  st^  of  electicm  is  i^;ain  changed,  bedng  here  1598. 
called  "  A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  bodys 
"  corporate  of  the  towne,  by  virtue  of  the  letters  patent 
«  of  king  Edward  VI.,  which  did  assemble  themselves 
"  in  eaaamm  hall,  by  the  greater  number  of  which  inhabit 
"  tanta,  were  of  new  chosen,  teamen  of  the  better  and 
"  mon.disarMt  of  the  inhabitants,  cherishing  ftmiliea  in 
"  the  aaid  town,  to  the  intmt,  that  same  ten  should  have 
"  power  for  one  year  to  demise  fiir  the  inhabitants,  the 
"  lands.  Sua.  belwging  to  the  said  body  corporate." 

The  names  of  the  ten  are  then  enumerated,  the  first 
named  of  whom  is  William  Sturmyn,  esq.  whose  widow 
left  certain  almshouscB. 

We  have  before  remarked  on  certain  difierences  relative  1599. 
to  Wisbech  high  fffli,  but  Smm  the  brevity  of  the  pn^ 
ceedings,  little  of  tbcir  nature  can  be  (fisoorefed,  and 
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agaJD  ID  thii  year  disputes  aioie  between  the  town  of 
WhittleMa  and  Wisbech  hundred,  tespecting  the  high 
fim,  *  whereupon  a  commiesicm  was  sued  forth  in 
ebuQceryf  and  the  suit  ordered  to  be  ctmdueted  by  the 
body  corporate,  but  the  issue  thereof  is  not  noticed 
among  the  proceedings. 

FitMB  this  period  the  elections  of  the  cafntal  burgesaes 
became  more  regular,  or  at  least  an  recorded  with  more 
aoearaey,  althoogh  no  extraordinary  event  occurred  for 
the  next  ten  or  eleven  yean;  but  the  ten  men,  after  their 
electiiHi',  tocJt  upon  themaelves  the  diieetion  of  the 
general  affiiu*  of  the  town. 

A.o.  The  corporation  at  this  time  became  purchaaecs  of 
1610.  certain  lands  in  Walpole,  butdoubta  having  arisen  as  to 
their  power  to  make  pozchases,  Edward  Boekworth, 
eiq.  and  two  other  <tf  the  burgesses  were  directed  to 
go  Up  to  London  with  their  charter,  there  to  talce 
advice  oooceming  the  conflimation  thereof,  and  aUering 
the  course  of  the  eleetimi,  by  o«nflnau^  the  same  to 
the/ruAo/drn  infaabitiag  within  the  town^  ttr  tiis  graater 
nnmber  of  them.  The  inhabitanti  also  were  saed  for 
service  to  the  king,  relative  to  the  lands  at  Walpole 
purchased  by  them,  but  they  were  released  by  pleading 
the  chatter.  Abont  the  aanke  time  they  applied  to  his 
majesty  king  James  I.  f  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter, 
trith  further  powen  for  purchasing  lutdk,  andrastzicting 
the  election  of  burgasaea  to  freeholders  only  of  forty 
shillings  per  annum  and  upwards. 

■  WiibBch  lugh  fett  ud  WHuleiM  jmmii  tAynn  each  otlier  in  tlw 
t  Astbitnel  of  tU«  tppeinifttbfttof  kiH|aMk»U. 
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Hio  king  was  pleased,  in  the  9tfa  year  of  his  reign,  by  a.d. 
his  letters  patent,  to  grant  their  petition,  and  to  declare  1611. 
the  inhabitants  of  the  tovn  to  be  a  body  corporate,  by 
the  name  of  "  The  biugeaseB  of  the  town  of  Wisbech, 
"  within  the  isle  of  Ely,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,"  and 
that  they  should  have  perpetual  8ucoe8«<m,  Eud  power  to 
hold  estates  for  terms  of  yean  or  otherwise,  as  well  as  to 
grant,  s^  or  exchange  estates,  and  adding  a  coniimui- 
tion  of  the  estates  before  by  them  enjoyed.*  Aftw  this 
grant,  the  borgeases,  when  elected,  assumed  the  name  of 
"cafHtal,"  which  ctmtinues  to  be  their  honorary  dis- 
tinction. An  attempt  was  subsequently  made  in  1668  to 
obtain  a  renewal  of  the .  charter,  with  a  power  of  ap- 
pointment of  the  capital  burgesses  for  life ;  but  the  town 
bailiff  was  directed  to  oppose  such  proceedings,  and 
to  renew  it  with  the  same  privil^es  as  the  free- 
holders had  before  enjoyed.  Accordingly  a  renewal 
was  obtained,  although  a  caveat  was  entered  against  it, 
and  on  the  petition  of  the  ten  burgesses,  his  majesty 
Charles  II.  in  the  2lBt  year  of  his  reign,  confirmed 
and  enlaified  the  fonner  {»ivil^^  of  the  town  by  a 
new  charter. 

By  these  letters  patent,  the  inhabitants  are  to  erery 
intent  a  body  corporate,  of  which  the  town  bailiff,  one  of 
the  body,  is  the  president,  annually  deeted  firom  amrag 
themselves,  for  the  better  management  of  the  affitirs  of 
t}ie  town,  although  not  recognized  by  the  charts.  Hie 
signatorea  tf  the  capital  burgessM  are  now,  tot  the  first 
time,  (1666)  subscribed  to  the  proceedings. 

*  TkafCMkknerthiichwtertntaiBairtolfaMacMtiiMdiaart 
artbetlMyMiortlu  nafitot  CbaOealL,  Otf  h  ma  BOt  thooghl  hcm- 
■h;  to  (tn  t  M^  a(  k  haie. 
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Defence  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  4  c. 

The  BWCKd  of  civil  war,  when  once  unsheathed,  is  Dot 
.  euilf  returned  into  the  scabbard.  In  the  disastrous  times 
of  the  unhappy  Charles,  ^e  isle  of  Ely,  having  be^t 
gained  to  the  interests  of  the  parliament  by  the  activity 
of  Oliver  Cromwel),*  he  was  soon  anerwards  appointed 
governor  there,  f  when  he  caused  fortifications  to  be 
raised  near  the  Horseshoe,  about  a  mile  from  Wisbech,  to 
secure  the  pass  out  of  Lincolnshirp,  which  to  that  time 
remained  in  the  king's  interest,  and  soldiers  were  stationed 
tiiere  under  the  otAkk  of  colonel  Sir  John  Pa^;rave 
and  captain  William  Dodson.     The  capital  bn^esses 


*  OQrraCiomweD  wu  bom  U  Htmtisgdon.  ind  Teuded  tbi  ioids  tima 
USLItm,  nd  ■fterwardi  at  Ely  \  he  h*d  been  tcij  ■ctiTS  in  the  dnicaga 
•fUMUe.  which  imda  hU  lafiereit  veij  coaaideTable  in  then  parti. 

triM fallowing  asMdaMfthsteittliofwhiclitliCMiiiKiieuaotodaabt) 
(hew*  th*t  mlthongh  Olinr  Cronwell  nufht  not  take  ap  bia  quartan  at  tha 
town  of  Wiibech,  he  appcued  in  the  neighbourhood  with  hi*  Ibrcei.  At 
Needbam  Hall,  the  tcndence  of  Mr.  WilUim  Dow,  at  Ehn,  thres  milea 
diittBI  froa  Witbeefa,  ti  preMmd  mi  aacknt  taUe  of  oak,  (entirety  of 
one  nU  piece)  which  »  nndared  raaitible  bj  tba  "—■—*-"—  of 
OUtbt  Cromwell  bwii^  repo*«d  on  it  one  night ;  and  thare  ii  now  living  in 
the  paiiah  of  Elm  a  penonbr  adTaneedin  yean,  wbo  well  ramemben  bii 
gnndlkther  Mying  "  That  wlien  he  wwaboy,  be  mwOliTer  CromweH  and 
•■  bii  troop*  paw  bj  the  tTenne  leadfaig  to  diia  ball,  and  that  Ae  pemM 
"then  ithaVrtng  tbe  taancioi  eioed  to  CromweH  hla  bait  bed, 
"  which  ha  declined,  obMiring,  that  perh^  the  uextdajbe  ihonld 
"  ba*e  to  ileep  in  the  open  field,  tberalore,  in  prelarence,  he  cboee  14 
'■  paw  the  night  on  thii  Teiy  table.  Soch  of  bii  officen  aa  eould  be  aecom- 
"  modated  were  tn{^ed  with  b«di,  and  Oe  tait  of  bU  traepi  took  ibelter 
"  in  the  ontbnildinga  and  pmmiiri "  Tbe  term  tbe  <Ai  mas  nnd  wai, 
that  thia  occoirad  daring  tbe  time  Cromwell  "  —j  r—clrii^  Ik  fau," 
^  that  ba  made  a  bnilding  called  tbe  Nina  Cbiduej  HohM,  at  Emnath, 
fte  kdjoiniiq  vlUage  to  Elm,  bla  bead  qnarteia,  which  ^ot  ii  now  in  tba 
occnpatioa  of  Mr.  JobnGiabam  Dow,  wboaa  bouaa  itanda  near  tbe  lita 
oftbeoldbniUlac 
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advanced  captain  Dodaon  £150.  for  the  Benrice  of  the 
kit^  and  parliament,  (aa  it  is  expreued  in  their  proceed- 
ings) the  command  of  the  tioops  hang  entraeted  to  thia 
o£Bcer,  who  had  been  sent  dovn  for  the  »iegt  of  Crowland, 
then  a  royal  ganison. 

The  town  of  Wisbech  appears  to  hare  been  divided  in 
its  political  Mntimenta,  at  least  some  d^pree  of  Ucen- 
tionsneas  toolt  place, .  for  a  mutiny  is  said  to  have  brdi^i 
out,  and  eight  handred  soldiers  were  sent  down  to .  quell 
the  same, .  imder  the  command  of  colonel  Sasers,  and 
35j.  6d.  was  paid  by  the  capital  burgesses  towards  the 
quartering  of  such  soldiers. 

The  parliamentary  forces  came  to  Peterborough  in 
order  to  the  betiieging  of  Crowland,  Cromwell  himself  at 
this  time  lying  at  Peterboroagh  with  a  regiment  of  hone, 
to  cairy  on  the  etege.  The  town  of  Crowkmd  having 
been  taken  on  9th  of  May  following,  CromweU  and  his 
forces  nmrched  on  to  Stamford.  After  this,  £  260.  were 
ordered  by  parliament  to  be  advanced  for  the  defence  of 
the  iele,  and  fumi^ed  to  major  Ireton,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
receipts  of  the  excise,  as  "  per  ordinance  of  parliament," 
and  a  .troop  of  horse  waa  accordingly  raised.  Also 
£11.  12«.  6d.  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  Sir  John 
Palgrave,  fw  iron  work  employed  for  the  drawbridge,  at 
the  time  when  Wisbech  was  gairiaoned  for  the  parfia- 
ment. 

A  comminion  was  voted  by  parliament  to  raise  tea  a.d. 
regiments  of  hone,  and  ten  of  foot,  and  the  earl  of  1644. 
Manchester,  *  as  commander  of  the  seven  aaaociated 

*  ThB  Bui  of  Mmcheiter  (u  comaunder  iacMef  of  tha  HvanHMcfattcd 
coonties)  wu  oidnsd  to  let  oat  for  (he  reliaf  of  th*  north.  Bia  fint 
eiplcntwutlu  taking  of  Ljnn,  OB  lGtbS«pteiiib«Tl6i3,  and  be  nezl  b«Bt 
hi*  MniN  fiu  Uacobiilun. 


i  by  Google 


HISTORY    OF 

conntiea  uudenneQtkmed,  was  auUtoriaed  to  raise  ie 
tixem  tm  tiwusand  men,  and  a  rate  vai  made  by  an 
ordinance  of  bcdli  hoaeea  of  parliament,  to  provide  a 
weekly  sum  by  each  county  and  distriet,  acccffdin^  t« 
the  following  proportions  : 

£.    I.     d. 

Euex,iref^snmof 1687  10  0 

SHffiilk 1876    0  0 

Norfdk  and  city  (tfN«rwich 1876    00 

Hertfocdsbite 676    00 

Cambridgeahire  and  laleofEly 783  16  0 

Huntingdonshire    360    0  0 

Lincohuhire    1288  16  0 

At  this  critical  period,  the  earl  of  Manchester  ivas 
inTOBted  with  extraordinary  power,  and  great  prepa- 
ratiooA  were  made  on  both  sides,  aa  the  paities 
anticipatod  that  the  ensuing  summer  would  decide  the 
pretensions  of  either. 

On  t^  2d  July,  the  disastrous  engagement  of  Marstoa 
Moot,  so  njifortuDate  to  the  royal  cause,  took  place. 
The  armiea  consisted  of  about  26,000  men  each.  Man- 
chester and  Cromwell  led  the  right  of  the  parliamentary 
forces.  The  battle  did  not  actually  conmenee  uittil  seven 
■n  the  evening,  and  all  was  closed  by  tea  at  nigbt. 
Both  parties  fought  with  determined  bravery,  but  th« 
forces  of  the  parliameDt  were  triumphant.  It  appears  by 
the  joomala  of  the  house  of  commons,  that  in  1648,  £  70. 
per  week  were  ordered  for  the  pay  of  a  troop  consisting 
of  sixty  horse,  for  the  defence  of  the  isle  of  Ely,  whereof 
John  Hobart,  esq.  of  Outwcll,  wa«  colonel. 
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The  town  of  Wisbficli,  no  doubt,  felt  thebnrtlten  of 
their  ^pration  of  the  tax  raised  among  the  uaociated 
GountieB,  in  these  haraaeing  and  diBtrosBful  times,*  for  in 
the  Iwds' jonnial  will  be  found  a  petition  ugned  by  John 
Hobut  and  William  F^her,  to  parliament,  from  the  in-  a.d. 
habitant*  and  laodowners  of  the  hundred  of  Wisbech,  1666. 
for  that  faanng,  in  all  tazea  en  the  eaatem  asaociation, 
paid  a  moiety  (in  proportion)  more  than  their  neighboar 
couidtes,  and  having  sent  a  troop  of  horaef  for  the  senrioe 
of  the  parliament ;  and  also  having  with  others  ezpuided 
£2,000.  in  last  redocit^  Crowland,  they  prayed  to  be 
reimbursed  that  sun,  and  to  be  ezempted  fnnn  all  arrears 
of  taxes,  tiie  watvia  that  wintra  having  nm  over  all  their 
ancient  defensive  banks,  and  bndLcn  the  banks  of 
WUbech,  Ebn,  UpweU  and  OatweU.  dnnmed  14,000 
acres  <tf  ri^  ground,  carried  away  divera  houses,  and 
drowned  many  cattle,  besides  the  losa  in  com  and  hay 
invaluable. 

During  this  peciod  many  e£  the  church  lands  wece  put 
up  for  sale,  and  it  seems  that  the  manor  of  Wisbech,  with 
others  in  thia seighbovrhood,  waisoU  to  lIuimBa  Allen, 


■  la  thSH  irdDoqa  timM,  on*  Jobs  FaLei,  of  Wiiboch,  wai  fined  bf 
deliaqiiancf.  His  offenca  vu,  thM  ht  vu  In  antta  igunit  tlis  pulUment. 
Herandnvdtabre  DtccMbar  1645,  UisftaM  in  Tererdoa,  lAicb  wm 
■bout  £W,g*ivaim,lor^^iebliMfBeUmteMihiMj,eo.  JmnmU^ 
tktHantff  Ctmmmu. 

Alio  then  wu  ta  orduance  for  gnntiiig  pudoiia  to  ThomM  Wngg, 
jtomaa,  lAd  Gdwud  Backwaith,  both  of  Wiibech,  (bi  thair  delinqiWB- 
ciM.     INlf. 

t  A  tn^tf  kona  eoatinaadlvba  kopt  ■peren  dUi  Ike M<(atelte  of 
1688,  u  on  0th  Juns  1690,  fowpoanicU  wenoidBiadlobaiifidtowudB 
the  ezpeiuaof  ■  bona  to  lerra  "  in  the  troop,"  and  tbe  Mmt  bailiff  w*a 
directed  to  defray  a  nuistj  of  the  charge  hi  aiml  and  forailnre,  Hutehit- 
an'*  aU9. 
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Fraoci*  RowUnd,  and  othm,  for  £2544.  Is.  6\d; 
and  a  parcel  of  WiEbecIi  manor  demesne  wa«  alaa 
Bold  to  Jonathan  Baraea  and  Richard  HarriwHi,  for 
£1915.  16#.8rf. 

.  A.D.        We  read  of  no  farther  procoeding  Telating  to  the  isle 

1658.  during  the  ctHumonwealth ;  but  when  Cromwell  obtained 

the  Protectorate,  it  is  well  known  that  the  cutle  of 

Wisbech  was  sold  to  his  secretary,  Tbnrloe,  who  made 

it  his  readence. 

Eighteen  months  of  anarcbyT  after  Cnnnwelk'  deaths 
made  the  naticm  impatient  ef  its  oppressors,  and  indig- 
nant of  its  Bofferioga.  The  national  wish  was  fdt  and 
obeyed  at  a  time  when  scarcely  any  one  dare  ntter  it, 
and  Chailes  II.  was  invited  from  exile  to  his  patonal 
1660.  throne*  by  a  people  who  desired  nothing  more  than 
the  reatwation  of  thoee  institutions  under  which  England 
had  been  proeperoui  and  happy.  On  bis  reatoratitm,  a 
tide  of  extravagant  joy  overspread  the  natKm,  and  the 
town  of  Wisbech  partook  with  their  nu^boora  in  the 
general  rejoicing,  a  sum  of  money  being  granted  by  the 
capital  burgesses  to  entertain  the  inhabitants. 

Secretary  Thnrloe,  who,  as  it  is  above  stated,  had 
become  the  purchaser  of  the  castle-  of  Wisbech,  was 
a  great  ben^actor  to  the  town,  and  the  inhabitants, 
sensible  of  his  kindness,  wished  to  express  th^  grati- 
tude by  electing  him  their  bui^ese  in  parliament. 

Brady,  in  his  "  History  of  Burghs,"  observes,  that  it 
was  left  to  the  sheriff  of  each  county  to  name  and'  direct 
which  were  burghs,  and  .which  were  not,  by  those 
indefinite  and  general  words  in  the  writ :    *'  De  qoalibet 
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"  cintate  duos  eirea  &  de  qoolibet  borgo  duos  bu^nstM^ 
"  &Ci  eligi  facias,  &c."  i.  e.  "  to  eaase  to  be  chosen  two 
"  citizens  of  any  wlutterer  city,  and  two  bnrgesaei  of  any 
"  wbaterer  burgb,  Stc."  The  firet  returns  extant  of 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  being  aummoned  to 
parliament,  are  in  26th  EdWaid  I.  (I29B)  before  which 
time  dtizcns  or  bu^esses  are  not  found  to  be  summoned. - 
In  the  38th  of  the  same  king,  the  sheriff  of  Lancashire, 
afier  the  retam  of  the  knights^  gives  the  reason  why  nO' 
return  was  made  by  him  of  citizens  and  buigesaes,  in  these 
words :  "  That  there  were  not  any  citizens  or  burgesBes 
"  within  that  cwunty,  from  which  any  eitixena  or  bnrgeaaea 
"  ought  or  were  wont  to  come  to  the  said  parliament,  for 
"  or  by  reason  of  their  mability  or  poverty."  By  this  aod 
other  instances  he  proves,  that  &om  23d  Edward  I.  and 
alsoduring  thereignsof  Edward II.  andlll.  Richard II. 
Henry  IV.  V.  and  VI.  and  Edward  IV.  it  was  left  to 
the  dUcretioQ  and  judgment  of  the  sheriffs,  which  of  the 
burghs  were  fit  and  able  to  send  burgesses,  and  which 
were  not.  And  that  if  ancient  able  boighs  became 
poor  and  indigent,  and  unable  to  pay  the  eipenbes  of 
their  burgeasesy  or  had  none  fit  to  choose,  it  was  con- 
sidered a  just  ground  for  the  sheriff  to  excuse  them  from 
the  trouble  and  cha^e  of  electing  and  sending  any. 
Dr.  Brady  finishes  with  this  observatiMi :  "  that  the 
"  burgesses,  during  the  time  of  all  these  kings'  reigns, 
"  never  complained  of  the  sheri£&  fur  not  returning  their 
"  burgh,  or  not  sending  precepts  to  them,  or  of  takii^ 
"  away  their  birthrights ;  nor  did  the  king,  lords,  or 
"  ccanmons  ever  blame,  complain  of,  or  question  the 
"  sheriffa  for  sending  or  not  sending  precepts  to  this  or 
"  that  burgh ;  nor  waa  it  accounted  an  advantage, 
"  honor,  or  privilege  to  be  bound  to  srad  bui^essea 
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"  to  parliament,  but  rather  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
"  represented  a  burthen  and  a  gTievance  for  poor  and 
"  small  buighs  to  send  them. 

"  CirenceBter,  in  Oloncestershire,  never  s«it  burgeflsefi 
"  to  paiiiament  before  22d  James,  (1623)  and  how  it 
<f  came  to  send,  I  know  not.  Cirencester  was  anciently 
"  no  bnigb,  and  amongst  all  the  returns  in  the  tower, 
"  ftxHU  26th  Edward  I.  to  I7th  Edward  TV.  (1478) 
"  there  ia  not  out  tot  that  town."  *  Wisbech  is  said 
to  hare  been  a  parliamoitaiy  burgh,  and  that  so  early 
as  the  reign  (^  Edward  I.  (1300);  but  when  it 
ceased  to  be  so,  does  itot  appear.  By  the  abore  extract 
from  Brady,  it  is  shown  that  men  were  little  solicitous 
to  obtain  a  place  in  the  legielatire  assemblies,  when  even 
tiieir  attendance  was  regarded  as  a  burden  and  grievance, 
and  not  compensated  by  any  return,  honor,  or  profit,  pro- 
portionate to  the  trouble  or  expense.  It  is  very  doubtful 
whether  Wisbech  was  ever  possessed  of  such  a  pariia- 
mentary  privilege,  however,  the  town  clwrned  the  right 
uitder  the  protectorate  in  1658 ;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
capital  burgess^),  it  was  agreed  by  them  "  that  a  burgess 
"  should  be  chosen,"  when  secretary  Thnrloe  was  elected 
to  serve  as  a  representative  of  this  town  and  borough, 
(as  it  is  then  called  for  the  only  time  in  thejoomak)  in 
Richard  Cromwell's  parliament.  But  Thurloe  making  hia 
Section  to  serve  for  the  university  of  Cambridge,  (for 
which  also  he  was  returned)  and  the  parliament  being 
dissolved  in  April  following,  the  town  never  had  tha 


*  CmdeD  ind  Sir  1101117  Sp>Uiun    dedfrs    thej  find  no   ngu  of 
imoni  in  pariiiment,  mitil  49tl>  Honij  III.  (1165)  ud  tha  tuns   of 

tLecuUeBtwnt,{IdEd<nidI.  (1194.) 
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honor  of  an  excloftive  independent  repreBeiltation.* 
Amongst  the  corporatioit  proceedinga,  is  an  entry  of 
certain  expenses  paid  to  the  undersheriff  for  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  to  the  anrouDt  of  forty  shillings,  for  hia  pains 
in  electing  such  burgees,  but  the  pnTiIege,  being  with^ 
drawn  at  the  restoration,  was  never  afterwards  restored. 

■  AoDo  1658-9,  Mr.  Sscrsluy  ThmlM  being  chatea  to  nrre  w  a 
membei  of  thu  preient  parlument  for  the  oiuTeni^  of  Cambridge,  th* 
town  lad  boTongb  of  Wubech,  in  (he  ume  county,  and  fbr  the  borongbof 
Hnntiitgdim,  it  ii  deElared,  that  be  made  choice  Id  aerve  fbrthe  tuuTeraitjof 
Cattbridge,  and  iraivBd  the  election  fiir  the  boroogbi  of  Wiibech  aad 
HoDtngdoii.    Jounuli  ^  Iki  Hoiim  t^  Cmmndm,  toL  lii.  p.  608. 

Thiuloe'a  itate  piper*,  in  the  Bodleian  libraiy  at  Oxfbid,  MientioD  that, 
he  waacboAenmembeTfarthe  nuTenity  of  Cambridge  by  one  hundred  ud 
twen^  laliyagea,  a  greater  number  than  ever  waa  known  upon  the  like 
occMJoa.    TOl.  T.  p.  475. 

Is  theie  itaie  paper*,  one  of  the  fint  letter*  ia  the  Ibllowing  fram 
Olinr  CroinwsU  to  Hn.  St.  John. 

"  Dear  CoieD, 

"  I  thankfblly  acknowledge  your  love  in  yoni  kind 
"  Kmembrance  of  mee  upon  ihla  oppottunitye.  Alas,  you  do  too  highlye 
"  priie  my  line*  and  my  compauie.  I  maybe  aabamed,  to  nae  your  own 
"eipreMion*,  coniideringe  how  nnproBtablelain,  and  the  mean  improre- 
"  meat  of  my  tatlent  Yett,.  to  honour  my  God,  by  dedaringewhat  hshath 
"  done  Ibr  my  aoole,  in  thia  I  am  confident,  and  I  will  be  toe.  Trulje  then, 
"  tbii  I  finds,  that  be  giveth  ipringea  in  a  drye  and  barren  wildemen, 
"  where  noe  watisi  ia.  1  live  (you  know  where)  in  Meibech,  which  they 
"  aajngnilies  "  piolonginge  ;"in  Kedar,  which  Mgnifieth  "  blBckneia."yet 
"  the  Lord  Ibmkelh  me  not.  lliongh  bee  doe  prolongs,  yet  he  will,  I 
"  ttiiat,  bring  mae  to  ht*  tabeniacle, — to  hia  nitinge  place.  Idy  aoul  la 
"  with  the  congregation  of  the  Gntbom,  my  body  lealainbope,  aadifheie 
"  1  nay  bonoor  my  God,  either  by  doeing  or  inlferinge,  I  ahall  be  moat 
"  glad.  Traly  no  poore  creatore  hath  aore  caoae  to  pntt  fbrth  himaelf 
"  in  the  enus  of  hia  God  than  I.  I  have  badplentifltUwadgeibefcre  hand, 
"  and  I  am  mre  I  ihal  naTer  eame  the  leaate  mite.  The  Lord  accept  me 
"  ia  Ua  Mime,  and  gire  me  to  wilke  in  the  light,  and  giTe  u«  to  walk  in  the 
"  light,  aa  hse  ij  in  the  light.  He«  it  ia  thai  inligbtenetb  oor  blackneaa,— . 
"  our  daikneaie.  I  dare  not  aay  bee  faydetb  bii  bee  from  mee  ;  he  giveth 
"  mee  to  lee  li^t  in  hia  light,  one  beame  in  a  daike  place  hath  ezceed- 
"  Inge  much  refreibment  in  it ;  blaieed  be  his  name  Ibr  abininge  upon  n 

p2 
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Ever  since  the  grant  of  the  charter  of  Charles  II.  the 
Bftme  custom  has  preruled  on  the  port  of  the  inbabit&nta, 
with  respect  to  the  manner  of  electing  the  capital  burge»- 
ses,  as  is  observed  at  the  [HMent  period,  and  as  the  mode 
is  rather  singular  and  unusual,  and  indeed  has  beoi  by 
some  called  whinuical,  it  may  not  be  uDentertaining  to 
give  an  account  of 

THE   ANNUAL    ELECTION    OF    CAPITAL    BUE6E8SE8. 

Itbasbeenshewn  that  Utters  patentwere  first  gflmted 
by  king  JEdwaid  VI.  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town : 
that  <u  erery  Ist  of  November  they  should  meet  in 
common  hall,  and  there  elect  ten  men,  who  are  to  have 
the  administration  of  the  guild  estates,  and  manage  the 
same  for  the  conunon  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  for  one 

"  darlu  ft  but  u  nine.  Yob  knom  what  mj  aunai  of  lifs  lul£  bama^ 
"  O,  IliTed  in,  uidk>red  darknieM,  utd  hated  the  light,  I  wua  chiefe,  the 
V  chiefeofmiuien.  Thiiiitme.  UtatadgodliBeMe.yett  God  had  mercy 
"  an  iMin  O  the  richaa  of  lui  mercy,  pniae  him  for  mee,  ptay  fiir  mae, 
"  that  he,  whoe  hath  bepume  a  good  iroike,  wonld  perfect  it  to  the  day  of 
"  Chiiat.  Salute  all  my  good  friendi  in  that  fkmilj  whereof  you  are  yett  a 
"  member,  I  am  much  baood  onto  them  fbi  theii  krre.  I  bl«M  the  I«ri) 
"Ibrthem,  asd  tbatmyioDiie  by  tbeirprocnrementiiMwell.  l«tt  him 
"haTC  yoni  prayera,  your  conncelli  let  me  haT*  them.  Salute  your 
"  hoabami  and  aiater  from  mee  ;  he  i*  not  a  man  of  hi*  word, — be  ptomiied 
"to  write  about  Mr.  Wrath,  of  Epiuge,  but  ai  jetti  receiTod  noe  lettera  : 
"  putt  him  in  minde  to  doe  what  with  cmTenieiice  may  be  dona  tor  the 
"pooreeoienl  did  aoUcit  him  about.  Once  more,  &reweU;  the  Loitl  b«« 
"  with  yon,  ao  pnyeth  your  truly  taring  eoMH, 

"  OurtB  CnOMwatL. 
"  Ely,  13th  October,  1630. 
'•  MywiTe'iaerrfceandLore  preacotad  ti>  d  ber  Mandii 

"  To  my  belOTod  ccnen,  Hra.  St.  John, 

"  at  Sir  William  Muhtn,  in   hii 

"  faonae  called  Oatea,  preaent  theae." 

S«eAthen.OioB.Ti>Lii.&Bl.c8B,89,  and  Warwick'*  Maaaua,  p.  149- 

50,  by  which  thia  letter  may  be  ftillj  ni 
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year,  and  out  of  the  isaaes, "  to  repair,  nuuntain,  and  make 
"  new   all  anch  and  asch  like  sea  ahorea,  bankfl,  and 
"  aewera,  aathewaidena  and  brethren  (tf  the  latefrater- 
"  nity  or  guilde  were  wont  to  do ; "  and  that  this  charter 
was  renewed  by  lung  Jamea  I.  with  further  powers,  and 
at  length  confirmed  and  established  by  his  majesty  king 
Charles  II.  in  the  21st  year  of  hisragn,  being  the  last 
charter  of  incorporatJon ;  by  which  confirmation  of  their 
charter,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  declared  to  be 
one   body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  <^  the 
**  Buif^eases  of  the  town  of  Wisbech,  within  the  isle  of 
"Ely,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,"  and  are  by  the  same 
aame  to  hare  perpetual  succession,  with  the  grant  of  a 
conmon  seal,  and  power  to  elect  ten  men  of  the  better, 
more  konat,  and  more   duereet   bnigessea    maintaining 
households,  who  should  be  called  "  capital  burgesaea  "  of 
the  said  town ;  and  the  right  of  election  is  vested  in  the 
freeholders   of  the  town  of  the  clear  annnal   value   of 
forty  shillings,  maintaining  households  there ;   and  the 
duration  of  the  authori^  of  the  ten  elected  is  for  one 
year,  during  which  time  they  are  to  have  the  admini*- 
tration  of  the  estates,  and  repair  and  ovcriook  the  same, 
for  the  common    benefit   of   the  burgesses.      By  this 
same  charter  it  is  also  provided,  that  if  the  freeholders 
do  not  meet  on  2d  November,  or  do  not  elect  ten  capital 
bu^jesses,    then  the  ten  of  the  year  preceding    shall 
assemble  on  3d  November,  and  then   elect  ten,   to  be 
capital  burgesses.     A  power  is  also  given  to  the  ten  men, 
to   call   tt^ether  and  summon   any   other    respectable 
burgesses,  maintaining  households,  to  consult  about  the 
matters  and  ofKurs  touching  the  public  good.    So  that,  at 
present,  the  householders  at  large,  possessed  of  freeholds 
of  the  requisite  value,  (who  are,  properly  speaking,  the 
corpwntion)  elect  annually  frun  among  themselves  toi 
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meOfCiUled  tiie  "capital  burgesses,"  who  agtun  elect  one 
of  themselves  to  be  "  town  bailifi  "  for  the  year.  This 
person  becomes  the  executive  officer,  though  not  recog- 
nized by  the  charter,  and  has  the  care  and  administra- 
tion of  the  estates  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
town.  The  revenues  consist  of  the  rents  of  these 
estates,  which,  with  the  profits  of  the  fairs  and  markets, 
and  certain  other  funds,  amount  altogether  in  annual 
value  to  upwards  of  £  2,CX)0.  and  it  may  be  said,  to  the 
credit  of  the  corporation,  that  the  trust  has  been  dis- 
chai^ed  with  singular  fidelity.* 

The  capital  burgesses  (as  before  observed)  hare  no 
■  authority  in  the  administmti<»i  of  justice,  nor  any  right 
m  the  exercise  of  civd  power,  their  duty  consisting  in  the 
management  alone  of  the  estates  of  the  burgesses, 
which  have  been  granted  and  left  for  pubhc  and  charitable 
purposes,  and  the  direction  of  all  such  matters  and 
affairs  as  may  arise  concemiog  the  common  benefit  of  the 
town.  On  the  2d  November  (the  day  of  electitHi)  all 
such  residents  as  choose,  having  freeholds  of  forty 
shiUinga  per  annum  within  the  town,  and  maintaining 

*  The  comi^Ur  hM  pleuors  in  MUing  hii  teitimon;  to  what  hu  liean 
befbn  obfcrred,  thit  the  gentlamea  fbiming  tUi  body  itmt  no  pecnliir 
advmtag*  or  gntifintiaa  from  H  vhttMsrer.  Tbe  iiumie  ii  conwcimtAd 
U  pabUc  pupoua,  wld  to  tbeoe  it  is  eipnnly  deroted,  with  ■  degree  of 
•elf  denial  on  the  part  of  the  corpontioD  to  which  itwonld  be  difficult 
to  find  ■  puelteL  Themngle  umad  dinner,  of  which  they  pirtake  together, 
in  c^uitj  of  corponte  bnrgeuei,  and  to  which  the;  inrite  the  clergy  nd 
tte  nanl  and  KiKtur  gentlemen  itMioBed  U  et  mident  in  the  pUce, 
lar*i  no  exception  to  thiiremait-  It  ie  paid  for  bj  thaouelve*  out  of  their 
ownpocketai  and  thia  nuutbe  acknowledged  etrait  of  coniideTable  merit 
and  Tiltue  in  a  corpotatioa  in  the  receipt  and  control  of  more  than  ^  1,000. 
per  aunim.  EJren  the  complimentai;  fee  of  (he  town  baililF  ia  geneitllj 
.#KribMadil£chHi^,  SM/eofam'iFkiUk  CWitiM.paldidwdinlStf. 
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honsehoUU  then,  asaemble  abont  mid-day  at  the  town 
hall,  together  with  the  ten  capital  burgesees.  At 
this  meeting,  the  borgeeaes  at  large  Bcrotioize  the 
conduct  of  the  ten  men  of  the  year  preceding,  and  freely 
give  th^  o{»nion  in  approval  or  disapproval  of  any 
of  the  public  measures.  The  ten  men  of  the  precedii^ 
year  are  then  sererally  put  in  nomination,  together 
mth  as  many  others  as  the  inhabitant  (reeholden  present 
may  think  proper,  out  of  whom  ten  new  ones  are  to  be 
dected  for  the  ensoing  year,  .'and  thereupon  the  poll 
commences.  It  has  been  a  common  practice  of  late  yean 
to  read  the  temt  act,  (13th  Charles  II.)  which  declares, 
that  no  pefBoo  shall  be  chosen  to  any  office  that  shall  not 
have,  within  one  year  next  beCwe  such  election,  taken  the 
BBoament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  according  to  the  ritea  <^ 
the  church  of  En^and,  and  in  default  thereof,  every 
Boefa  election  is  to  be  void.  After  this,  a  returning  officer 
is  appointed,  with  two  check  clerks,  and  a  poll  paper 
drawn  out.  The  meeting  is  then  adjourned  to  the  gram- 
mar school,  where  a  sort  of  hustings  is  ereoted,  to 
which  tlie  freeholders  resort  to  tender  and  give  thor 
votea.  The  poll  is  immediately  opened,  and  so  continues 
until  twelve  o'clock  at  ni^t,  at  which  hour  it  is  cloaed. 
The  respectable  pert  of  the  inhabitant  freeholders, 
who  prefer  quietness,  generally  attend  at  an  early  hour, 
and  give  thdr  votes.  Each  person  is  entitled  to  make 
<me  mark  against  any  name  on  the  poll  list,  as  far  as 
the  number  of  ten ;  but  he  cannot  give  more  than  one 
marie  or  vote  to  one  individual,  and  if  he  does  not 
choose  to  exercise  his  full  right  of  ten  votesi  he  loses  the 
benefit  of  his  remaining  votes.  As  the  right  of  voting 
.was  by  king  Cbtirles*  cfaartw  confined  to  freeh<4den 
only,  it  is  probable,  the  number  being  at  that  time  small, 
the  capital  burgesses  used,  on  the  day  d"  election,  to 
distribute  cakes  and  wine  hmtnigst  the  deCton.    lacon- 
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venienceWuflooDeipenenced,  and  endeavonnwcm  made 
to  limit  the  expense  to  a  certain  snm,  viz.  £6.  Thia  at 
lengtb  wu  conaidered  aa  encouraging  disorder,  and  U 
waa  molved,  that  no  more  cakea  and  wioe  ahoold 
be  provided.  la  time,  however,  the  old  caston  ires 
revived  to  a  certun  extent,  but  again  giowiog  to 
excess,  it  waa  finally  abolished  in  the  year  1774,  and 
an  order  then  made,  of  which  two  hundred  copies  were 
printed,  "  That  no  wine,  ale,  or  Bpiritoons  liquora  shonld 
"be  in  future  allowed."  This  order  atill  remains  ia 
force,  as  relating  to  the  entertaining  of  the  freeholdws 
out  of  the  public  puree ;  it  is,  however,  to  be  regretted, 
that  the  rule  is  not  strictly  attended  to  by  some  of  the 
cuididates '  Cor  office,  who,  as  is  too  often  the  case  in 
electtona  of  greater  moment,  endeavour  to  win  the  favour 
and  support  of  the  amaller  freeholders  by  providing  than  a 
treat  at  some  of  the  public  houses.  Such  of  the  burgesr 
ees  as  are  tempted  by  this  regale  do  not  give  their  atten- 
dance until  ft  late  hour,  when,  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
the  strictest  order  is  not  at  all  times  observed.  As  the 
evening  advaaces,  the  noise  and  faimiour  of  the  election 
increase  i  it  may,  however,  be  mentioned,  much  to  the 
oredit  of  the  electors,  that  they  in  general  exercise  due 
discrimination  in  the  choice  of  the  candidates,  so  as 
to  comply  with  the  words  of  the  charter,  except 
(which  has  been  witnessed)  when  the  fascinating  influ- 
enoa  of  libatioiu  of  punch  has  perverted  their  better 
judgment.  A  clock  is  fixed  on  a  pedestal  ov«  the 
bead  of  the  poll  cletk,  and  at  half-past  eleven  the  firat 
proclamation  is  made;  at  a  quarter  before  twelve  a 
second,  and  the  instant  the  clock  strikes  twelve,  the 
poll  clerk  closes  the  books,  and  the  numbers  are  cast  up. 
While  this  operation  is  in  progress,  all  is  suspense 
and  expectation.  At  length  the  poll  clerk  mounts  the 
poftxum,  and}  proclamatioQ  hang  again  made  for  ^jux. 
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•  aloud  the  ssBies  of  the  serenl  caDdid&tei,  sa 
they  were  placed  upon  the  poU  paper,  and  the  number  of 
Totea  given  to  each.  This  announcement  is  received  in 
er^  instance  by  the  meeting,  now  crowded  almost  to 
aoffocation,  with  shouts  of  applause,  or  groans  of  censure, 
according  to  the  degree  of  popularity  enjoyed  by  them 
nspectivdy.  After  this,  the  names  of  the  ten  hi^iest  in 
order  on  the  poll  are  repeated  and  declared  by  the  poll 
elerk,  as  the  returning  o£Bcer,  to  be  the  ten  elected,  to 
act  as  capital  bnrgesses  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
electitra  being  now  over,  and  none  but  the  poll  clerk  and 
his  two  Bsnstants  knowing  to  whom  the  several  &ee- 
boldera  have  given  their  votes,  the  paper  is  carefully 
flealed  up  under  three  several  seals,  to  be  deposited  among 
the  records  of  the  corporation  until  the  next  2d  Novem- 
ber, snd  then  committed  to  the  flames,  without  having 
been  opened,  unless  a  scrutiny  should  be  demanded  by 
any  unsuccessful  candidate,  and  that  step  become  in 
consequence  unavoidable.  The  whole  assembly  then 
unite  in  ran^ng  "  Qod  save  the  King,"  and  afterwards 
disperse  to  their  respective  homes. 

The  numbers  who  attended  and  voted  at  the  election 
in  1826  were  as  follow : 


Ho.  1.  . 

..  123 

No.  6.  . 

..  97 

No.  9.  . 

..  77 

2.  . 

..  no 

8.  . 

..  92 

10.  . 

..  72 

3.  . 

,.  109 

7.  . 

..  83 

11.  . 

•..  M 

4.  . 

..  106 

8.  . 

..  83 

12.  . 

..  32 

Of  whom  the  ten  highest  were  declared  duly  elected. 
We  nhall  not  further  pursue  the  trunsactions  of  the  corpo- 
rate body  in  any  regular  order,  but  proceed  to  a 
description  of  the  pnbhc  buildings,  pnbhc  charities, 
and  other  remarkable  events  relating  to  the  town,  com- 
mencing with  the  Church. 
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THE  CHURCH. 

After  a  Tioteot  stra^le  of  160  yean,  the  Siuona  had 
succeeded  in  destroying  aimoet  all  the  remains  of  Roman 
civilization  in  Britain,  and  wherever  their  aims  pie- 
vailed,  every  vestige  of  Christianity  was  destroyed ; 
but  towards  the  close  of  the  sixth  century,  the  sun  of 
Christianity  roae  mce  more.  * 

A.o.      The  reign  of  king  Ethelbert  was  distingui^ed  by  the 

696.  introduction  of  the  christian  religion  among  the  Anglf> 

Saxons,  through  the  preaching  of  Augustine,  who  was 

■ent  by  Pope  Gr^ory,  with  forty  aaeociates,  to  preach 

.the  gospel  ip  this  island. 

The  original  buildings  of  our  first  rura/  chorcheahave 
no  where  in  this  kingdom  survived  until  now.  Th^ 
were  generally  of  wood,  and  the  Normans  are  said  to 
have  broQ^t  in  the  art  and  custtan  of  buiUing  with 
stone.  Time,  casualties,  or  the  desoIaticHU  in  the 
reigns  of  Stephen  and  Henry  III.  destroyed  (with  a 
very  few  ezceptions)  all  the  first  btone  churches,  so 
that  none  are  found  more  ancient  than  about  the  time 

1272.  of  Edward  I.,  or  the  latter  end 'of  his  Other's  reign, 
and  even  of  thes^  there  are  but  few  ;  for  the  conomon 
edifices  of  this  nature. are  scarce  older  than  the  reign 

1422.  of  Henry  VI.,  into  which  several  mncfa  older  gravestones 
have  been  evidently  removed  from  the  fonner  fobrice-f' 

*  Thg  Biitoni  tie  acciiMd  by  Bede  of  hning  loat,  not  only  the  pown 
of  raligioD,  bat  the  gitanul  form,  ind  of  baring  aboliihed,  except  in  ■ 
fcw  iutucra,  vT«n  tha  order  of  prieathood,  and  Iha  dMnetion  of  tiiU 
■oeietjr.    &Ai,  lib.  Lett. 

t  Ni^oUa'  literary  ABecdotaa,  toI.  S. 
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Th»  puticnlar  district,  althougb  no  stone  fit  Tor 
bnildiog  is  found  within  it,  can  boast  of  many  b«aiitiful 
and  stately  churches  built  of  that  matwial,  more  nttme- 
roua,  indeed,  thou  pwhaps  any  other  part  of  England, 
which  is  decinve  evidence  of  the  wealth  as  well  as  of 
the  piety  of  their  founders.  The  stone  employed  in  the 
erection  of  these  edifices  is  uniTersally  found  to  be  of  an 
excellent  and  durable  species,*  adll  retaining  at  the  dis- 
tance, in  many  instaoces,  of  nearly  six  centuries,  its 
original  face  and  firmness.  The  sharply  pointed  arch, 
which  succeeded  the  circular  or  Saxon  about  the  year 
1300,  may  be  observed  in  most  of  them.t 

The  church  of  Wisbech  is  an  ancient,  spacious  fabric, 
dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  is  a  singularly 
-constmcted  building,  appearing  to  have  had  several 
additions  made  to  the  body  of  it.  Cole,j;  in  his  MSS. 
says :  "  It  is  the  oddest  built  church  I  ever  met  with, 
"  yet,  notwithstanding  its  irregularity,  it  ia  a  very  noble 
"pile  of  building,  botik  within  and  without,  and  is 
"  furnished  with  two  naves  nndw  one  sii^le  roof,  and  two 
"  aisles,  as  well  as  two  chancels,  one  of  which,  ^e  south. 


•  It  u  p 

DMT  StiBfoid ;  Um  *ei}  lundiDiBe  aul  slagiBt  tower  of  Boaton  ia  built 
(tfthelikaitoiie. 

t  Sta*ely,  in  lu5  HUtoiy  of  Chnrchei,  wya,  that  the  Skxou  geatnUj 
bnflt  Uudr  chorches  wicli  ■  dMceot  into  them,  but  the  Noinuiu  with  n 
■Auttt.  Hence,  wbere  wemMtwitfaosoof  thefomer,  wem^jodgeiCto 
beolawaaBtdM. 

t  TheRe*.Wim*mCole,  TicwafBanhiB,iii  Bnckia^MiMbiM,  died 
>t  UQton,  between  Qj  ud  Cwnbridge,  16th  December  178t,  in  liu>  nlty- 
ei^llh  jeer.  He  doaed  >  life  ipent  in  Ie*ned  reiaanJiei  into  the  hiltoiT 
juit  ntiqnitie*  i>f  the  conn^  of  Cembridge  in  poticulv.  He  left  to  the 
BittoA'IIiMeina(lobelockediiplbrtwen^yein)biiT>ln»ble  ceUectionf, 
in  one  hiudnd  TiftaBiMia  IWo,  tMj  written  in  hie  own  band.  He  w<i 
bnledn^erthebelfi7of8t.ClemenfednKh,  bCambildge. 
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"  is  called  the  tOTo  chancel."  Under  the  first  window 
of  the  latter  chancel,  tm  the  south  side,  is  a  niche, 
probably  the  placa  where  the  holy  water  fwinerly  stood. 
The  north  chancel  is  much  larger  titxa  the  other,  at  the 
east  end  of  which,  and  mnning  parollel  with  it,  is  the 
vestiy,  which  probably  was  formerly  one  of  the  chaotries. 

The  naves  are  lofty,  and  separated  from  each  other 
by  a  row  of  light  and  slender  pillars,  with  pointed  arches. 
Tlkere  are  also  two  udea,  divided  from  th«r  respective 
naves,  that  of  the  north  aisle  by  low  massy  pillars,  and 
Bend-circular  Saxon  arches,  in  the  windows  whereof 
was  fonnerly  some  painted  glass,  now  removed.  The 
exterior  of  the  whole  church  is  leaded.  The  noble  stone 
steeple  tower  stands  at  the  west  end,*  and  adjoining  to 
the  north  aisle  on  the  side  of  it.  This  is  of  more  recent 
date  than  the  church,  being  erected  posterior  to  a.d. 
1500.  It  appears  that  in  the  year  1520,  Robert  Smith, 
by  bis  will,  gave  £20.  to  the  building  of  the  steeple  of 
Wysebecbe,  directii^  that  sum  to  be  paid  within  a  year 
after  the  said  steeple  was  begun  to  be  built.'t-  There 
is  also  an  order  amongst  the  transactiwia  qt  the  guild, 
in  the  year  1524,  for  the  sum  of  £2.3i.4d.  to  be 
advanced  by  the  sityvens  to  the  building  of  the  steej^e. 
We  are  prevented  from  judging  of  any  farther  dcHUitioDs 
on  this  occasion,  by  an  unfortunate  chasm  in  the  guild 
A.D.  proceedings,  from  1527  to  1531.  The  alderman  of  the 
1538.  guild  and  his  brethren  assigned  "that  £4.  should  be 
"  paid  to  the  making  <^the  steeple,"  and  a  memorandum 
is  added  thereto,  that "  Katherine  Wynde  had  pud  £  4. 


Bot  ioTuiably  doe  aait  md  treat,  becanw  in  Uyins  the 
fimndilioD  •tone,  the  (rdulccla  were  guded  bj  the  mm,  iiliick  vuiei  fnm 
due  cut.  iccording  to  the  tiiiu  whea  the  tnuldiiif  ii  csnuuDMd. 
t  See  (p^endu  : — Bobeit  Smith'!  wilL 
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*'  to  Mr,  Aldenntn  and  fail  brelluen,  for  Uie  uae  of  the 
"  steefde,"  which  nwy  lead  us  to  suppose  that  it  was 
then  aboot  finishiiig.  There  is  a  small  lead  spire  within 
the  pinnades  at  the  top.  The  tower  is  much  adorned  on 
every  side  towards  the  top  with  coats  of  arms.  Oa  the 
tower  are  initials  T.  M.  the  archiepiscopal  arms  of  the  see 
of  Canterbury,  one  with  those  of  Ely,  and  both  impaling 
the  same  arms.  On  the  north  side  of  the  steeple,  quite 
at  top,  are  these  devices : — in  the  middle  are  the  royal 
arms  of  Fiance  and  England  in  a  lai^  sbidd,  suppwted 
by  an  angel  under  a  canopy ;  above  this,  at  the  two 
comers,  are  a  text  T.  and  an  H.  crowned ;  and  at  the 
bottom  comer,  under  the  T.  the  arms  Of  the  see  of  Can- 
terbury ;  the  other  under  the  M.  is  also  mitred,  and  has 
a  coat  of  aims  quarterly,  considered  as  cardinal  Morton's. 
On  the  ridge,  immediately  under  the  pinnacles,  are  the 
following  arms,  in  a  shield: — two  kejrs  in  saltier,  being  the 
emblemof  St.  Peter.  On  the  ridge  below  the  windows 
are  sevoi  shidds : — Brst,  France  and  Bn^and ;  second, 
uncertain ;  tluid,  cross  keys  ;  fourth,  see  of  Ely  sup- 
pwted  by  an  angel ;  fifth,  two  swords  in  saltitf ,  enblem 
of  St.  Paul ;  sixth,  uncertain ;  serenth,  Ely,  impaling 
Morton,  as  supposed,  and  mitred.  Below  all  these,  on 
the  comers  of  the  arch  of  the  belfty  door,  are  two 
other  shields,  with  first,  the  kejrs  in  saltier ;  second,  the 
swords  in  sidUer.  On  the  south  side  at  top,  are  these 
devices : — first,  in  the  middle,  I.  H.  S. ;  <xi  one  side,  three 
cups ;  on  another,  a  cup  and  wafer.  On  the  east  front, 
in  the  middle,  under  a  canopy,  supported  by  an  angel,  ia 
the  cup  and  wafer.  The  arms  on  the  west  side  of  the 
tower  are  those  of  the  see  of  Ely,  supported  by  an  angel. 
Also  above  them  all,  on  the  ridge  immediately  under 
the  pinnacles,  are  the  arms  of  the  see  of  Ely. 
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It  is  probable  that  the  see  of  Ely  added  to  ihe^ctnitri- 
butiotn  raised  towards  the  erediDa  of  this  steeple,*  aff 
the  three  crowns  (the  anns  of  the  see  and  isle  of  Ely) 
are  frequent  unongst  the  vattmis  devices  on  the  building. 
The  exterior  of-  the  TOMfy  U  ftprmed  of  rich  workman- 
ship, and  the  enigmatical  devices  are  curious  and* 
uncommon,  amongst  which  the  aims  of  the  see  of  Ely, 
with  the  keys  and'  swords  is  saltier,  are  most. con- 
spicuous. In  the  south  aisle,  at  the  west  end,  is  a 
handsome  punted  window^  whieh  will  well  bear  exami- 
nation, and-  is  much  to  be'  admind  ;  it  is  divided  into 
five  lights,'  by  stone  mnUimis,  and  the  tncery  of  the 
whole  is  finely  varied. 

The  south  entrance  is  approached  by  a  porch :  sih^ 
appendagflto  a  ohnr^  is  very  ancient,  and  though  now 
ti<Hi8id«ed  merriyas  an  ornament  to  it,  had  f<mnerly' 
its  Bpeoitll  uses^  Afir.  Lyson,  in  his  Environs  of  London,' 
y<A.  3.  sayS;  "Th^were  /«  our  testrkt  owe  »»»> 
"  places  wbere'tiie  inhabitants  ssaembled  to  transact  the 
"  parish  bnsinessk"  lliey  alfio-answeredothM'pBrposee, 
as  isflvideatfitMO  the  will  of  king  Edward  VI.,  relative 
to  the  foandationof  his  college  at -Eton,  wbioh  directs 
that  there  be  made  *'  m  the  south  of  the  body  of  the 
"  church,  a  Mt  largodou',  «-ith  a  porch,  eud  the  same 
**  fbr«hristening  of  ohildrMt,  and  weddings."  All  these 
SHviees,  since  the  reformation,  are  performed-  in  the 
church.     Over'  the  porch  is  a  room,  probably  used  in 


*  AlNnit  thii  period,  tbia*  '■iih-fi  Tf  Flj  fnllnTml  In  ijiirk  inrf nuirni 
Dr.  Redmuidied  in  1505,  Dr.  SUnle;  mu  nccecded  in  1515,  b;  Dr.  Weit, 
wha  liTad  b  great  aplendonr :  the  poor  reUcTcd  daily  at  bia  gate  witli 
meat  and  diink  being  two  hundred. 
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anoeat  tunes  as  a  depOBitofy  for  the  charch  inBtrameaita, 
vessels,  bodu  of  office,  and  reetments,  and  afterwarda 
for  the  town  arms,  as  bows  and  airows,  halbeits  and 
fiidoeks,  with  a  certain  number  of  which  ereiy  paiish 
was  formerty  obliged  to  be  ready  provided,*  This  room 
is  now  converted  into  a  library,  which  was  established 
aboat  the  year  1657.  Mr.  Hmry  Pierson  gare  most  of 
his  books  of  value  to  this  library  ;f  many  others  followed 
the  example  of  his  bendactions,  and  it  contains  at 
|HVsent  several  very  valaable  books,  amongst  the  rest,  an 
ezceBeat  folio  edition  of  Walton's  Polyglot  Bible,!( 
Montfaucon's  Astiqnitiee,  the  works  of  the  early  fathers, 
as  Iren«M»,  Clonent,  6uj.  with  the  mwe  recent  works  of 
Collier's  Church  History,  Burnet's  and  Brandth's  History 
of  the  Kefonnation,  Clarendon's  History  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, fcc.  The  cwporation  have  the  custody  thereof, 
and  appoint  a  librarian,  with  a  small  annual  fee,  which 
has  never  been  raised  &om  its  first  establishment. 


*  Drvda,  tar  wfe  cnitodj,  were  oftea  kept  in  Toom*  o*et  poreliM  ia 
chuTcbd.    Fottrak*,  Tol.  i.  p.  St9. 

1  The  RcT.  Dr.  Algsmw  Peytoa,  wctor  of  Dodiliiigtim,  atientaxj 
Thmloe.  iha  C«intal  BaignM*,  WiUiiB  Fiiher,  Hbiitj  PianaB,  WJUitn 
EJwtrii,  HsBij  Jemur,  e>q.  the  Rer.  WiUim  Caldwell,  vicu  of  Wtibacb. 
Lawnncc  Hewu  aliu  Oibnrgh,  nq.  ind  muj  olbm,  ars  imiaigittba 
bene&cton. 

t  Tba  fint  Foljglot  mirk  wM  printed  in  1516,  by  Peter  Panl  Pamu. 
It  WW  in  Habraw,  Anbic,  Childue,  and  GnA.  Wallon  puUiifaed  bi»  la 
1657,  hj  ■Dbaciiptioo,  md  tliii  wu  pnibebly  tbe  fitft  book  ever  printed  i» 
that  Baanai  in  England,  and  ii  conudered  man  exact  than  anj  other  whicb 
bad  been  published  on  that  lubject.  The  fint  Eogliili  bible  we  read  of 
wia  tbat  tranilated  1>j  WickliSe,  aboat  the  year  1360,  bat  never  printed, 
thoagh  there  are  HS3.  copiea  of  it  in  leieral  pablic  librariea.  "nndaU'a  la 
the  fnt  pttnted.  bible,  which  ma  printed  abroad  in  Ut6i  Kia^  Jaaiea' 
biUe  ia  tbat  now  read  by  anthori^  in  all  the  churchea  in  Britain :  Utfi- 
four  leuned  penoni  were  i^pointed  for  the  tranilation,  aa  appeara  bj  the 
luBg'a  letter  (a  the  aruhbubop,  dated  1601.  ' 
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Id  the  chaiicel  stands  the  altar,  on  an  eminence  of 
three  steps,  huidB(»nely  railed  in,  with  the  paternoster  on 
oOe  side,  and  the  cieed  on  the  oUter,  and  in  the  centre^ 
dte  ten  ccHnmandoienta  gilt,  and  about  than,  several 
Beoteoces  out  of  the  New  Testameot,  orer  which  is  a 
window  with  some  handBonte  painted  glass,  presented  by 
Dr.  BuiTough,  a  fonner  vicar,,  and  in  the  south  wall, 
within  the  rails  of  the  alter,  under  the  UKHiument  of 
Mrs.  Jobson,  is  an  areb,  now  hidden  by  the  wainscot. 
The  width  of  the  church,  wtehiu  the  walls,  ia  eighty-three 
feet  by  eighty-four,  the  pavement  r^ular,  and  in  good 
condition;  the  church  itself  is  v6ry  neatly  fitted  up 
with  pews  throughout,*  and  the  pulpit  handsome. 

A.D.       In    1392,  the  then  bishop  (Fordham)    granted  aa 

1392.  indulgence  of  forty  days  pardon  to  all  those  who  said 
a  potenuMter  and  ave  maria  for  the  souls  of  William 
Naun,  and  Maud,  his  wife,  who  wers  butted  in  Wisbech 
church  yard.  During  the  time  of  the  guild  of  the  holy 
trinity,  that  brotherhood  exercised  some  right  over  or 
within  the  church,  though  tbq  nature  thereof  does  not 

1503.  appear.  In  1503,  Richard  Wyatt,  vicar  of  Wysbech, 
paid  65. 8<2.  on  hifi  being  admitted  into  the  said  guild  or 

1525.  fraternity,  and  in  1526,  an  order  is  made  by  that  body, 
"  That  the  skyvens  should  kepe  sufficiently  the  tythe 
"  and  other  things  accustomed."  And  it  was  directed 
by  the  guild,  that  their  first  prayers  should  be  at  six 
A.M.  the  second  at  eight,  and  the  third  as  they 
pleased. 

In  the  church  were  formerly  several  chapels,  as  is 
customary  where  the  Roman  Catholio  religicMi  is  pr&- 

*  A  itare  would  eontribata  to  render  tlie  chnich  itiU  Mar*  cmsforUbIs 
to  the  coagreg&tiiiiL  in  tlie  wintei  MMon. 
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feased.  One  was  dedicttted  to  the  Holy  Thnity,  anotlier 
to  the  Virgin  Mary,*  and  another  to  Saint  Mutin,  to 
each  of  which  was  appointed  a  priest.  The  latter, 
chapel  retains  its  name  to  the  present  day,  and  is  that 
part  of  the  church  where  the  font  now  standi,  being  at 
the  west  end,  by  the  nortJi  entmnca,  leading  up  to  the 
organ  lofi.  Fonts  were  placed  in  the  ^itraoce  of  churches 
very  early,  but  the  ancient  Imptiistery  was  a  room  ad- 
joining to  the  church,  in  the  middle  of  which  stood  the 
font.  Saint  Martin's  chapel  was  originally  endowed 
with  lands  for  the  maintenance  of  a  priest  to  say  maseea 
for  the  souls  of  the  founders,  and  in  this  chapel  hishop 
Alcock  held  an  ordination  in  1495.  Chantries  f  were  a.d. 
dissolved  1st  Edward  Vf .,  and  in  bishop  Gooderick's  day,  1546. 
the  images,  shrines,  altars,  Stc.  in  this  chapel  or  chantry 
were  demolished,  pursuant  to  his  injunction,  dated  at  Ely 
4th  October  1541.  Indeed,  it  is  said,  the  people  begad 
to  demolish  such  images,  8cc.  before  the  injunction  Was 
issued.  Under  James  I.  the  messuages  and  lands  forrawly  1604.  . 
belonging  to  Saint  Martin's  chantry,  and  four  acr^s 
of  itm^  Und,  were  granted  to  L.  Johneton  for  forty 
yean;  and  on  the  31st  October  1670,  the  town-buliff 
of  Wisbech  was  ordered  to  pay  j£^.  to  the.  discoverer 
of  a  rent  charge  of  11  J.  8<f.  per  annum,  due  from 
lands  late  of  the  chantry  of  Saint  Martin,  in  Wisbech, 
the  airean  of  whicli,  being  £.  30.,  were  then  paid. 

*  ]f^  Bot  thn  htT«  bBAtbtpiuwntVMtrjl  In  MJ3,  the  iA*|>el  of 
lb*  Holj  Virgin  it  nid  to  bin  been  btelj  erMtsd.  The  ctiipet  of  tb* 
UtkJ  nbitj  ii  BM  auAtioned  nntU  1501. 

t  Uaierdwtiaicf  "CbMtty,"  laBd»uibMwiw*i*b*q«Mtbed  to 
pticahr  chwchei  Kn  Bia>al»iniwf  piietti,  wbo  tbosU  ddJj  peribim  iiua 
ftr  Iha  wall  of  tbe  bmidera,  ind  locb  otlieT  penonj  u  were  ipecifled  in 
lb*  dead  of  endownsat;  there  were  foT^.*«Ten  mncb  beknging  to  St. 
P«d'i  at  tbe  time  of  tbe  lefcrautim.  Chepeli  were  lepanle  pluee  vl 
wwiUp,  endowed  for  tbe  mbo  parpoie. 
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Ttere  are  galleries  both  on  the  north  and  south 
sides  of  the  church ;  on  the  latter,  a  gallery  was  here- 
tofore erected  at  the  expenge  of  the  corporation,  and 
presented  to  secretary  Thurloe,  out  of  gratitude  for 
many.aerrices  rendered  by  him  to  the  town,  which,  in 
the  late  alteration  of  the  interior  of  the  church,  has  been 
re-arranged  and  divided  for  more  general  accommodation. 
Besides  which  galleries,  there  is  one  at  the  east  end, 
probably  the  ancient  rood  loft,  which  always  stood  over 
end  across  the  nave  at  the  entrance  of  the  chancel,  where 
the  image  of  oar  Saviour  on  the  cross  was  placed,  with 
those  of  the  Virgin  Maryand  St.  John,  and  sometimes  rows 
of  saints,  and  was  so  called  from  the  rood  or  crucifix 
originally  set  up  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  where  the  musi- 
cians played.  Some  parts  of  the  litu^y  were  here  sung 
previous  to  the  change  of  religion.  These  rood  lofts  were 
common  to  all  churches  before  the  refoimation.  Very  few 
of  them  now  remain  perfect,  for  the  before^nentioned 
injunction  extended  to  the  demoHshing  of  these  erections, 
in  the  fitting  np  of  the  churches,  as  well  as  to  the 
destruction  of  the  images.  To  this  east  gallery,  a  veiy 
considerable  additiim  has  been  lately  made  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  sittings  for  the  inhabitants.  The  custom 
of  ringing  a  bell  at  five  in  the  morning  in  summer,  and 
at  six  in  -the  winter,  is  kept  up,  and  the  "  Curfew  "  tolls 
at  nine  in  the  ereniog. 

President  Henault,  *  in  an  ioteresting  inquiry  into 
different  matters  of  antiquity,  has  this  passage  on  the 
subject  of  the  law  of  Ae  curfew  bell,  by  which  trfty 
inhabitant  of  England  was  obliged  to  extinguish  his 

*  IVctidMii  Hmtnlt  1m  •  celetoUed  Fmick  Uttmita,  wbia  dkd  a 
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fires  and  candles  at  eight  in  the  eyeiung.  "  Tbu,"  lis 
gays,  "  has  been  aaually  alleged  as  the  institutioB  of  ^ 
"  capiicioQfl  tyxaat ;  but  this  kw  was  so  fa^  fiom  being 
"  absolutely  ^nannical,  that  it  was  an  ancient  n^^ulation 
*'  of  the  pdice,  established  among  all  the  towns  of  the 
"  north,  and  particDlarly  among  the  mi^Astenes,  These 
"  houses  being  built  of  wood  and  coreced  with  thatch, 
"  BO  cautious  a  r^^ulation  to  prey'ent  fire  was  an  object  a.d. 
"  worthy  a  prudent  legislator."  In  1662>  it  was  <»deTed  1662. 
that  from  the  2d  February  to  the  Ist  November  yearly, 
prayers  should,  according  to  ancient  custonji,  be  read 
immediateity  after  tl^  toll  of  tl»  bell  at  six  in  the 
moming,  and  from  1st  NoTonber  to  2d  Febniary  at  ten. 

There  osed  tO|  be  a  peal  of  eight  bells,  which  were 
re-cast  in  the  year  1823,  when  the  present  esteemed 
vicar,  the  Rev.  A.  Jobson,  X>.  S.  gave  two  additional 
ones  at  his  own  expense,  making  ten,  which  send  forth 
a  sonorous  peal  on  all  joyous  occasions,*  Previously, 
the  oldest  bore  'date  a.  d.  1666,  another  1608,  and  a 
third  1640.t  A  passing  bell,  as  is  usual  elsewhere,  is 
rung  on  the  decease  of  any  inhabitant.     Notice  was  thus 


■  Ttehlh  (oTiAkliA*  lopeihkdbnMMkdmactiBeaHlTarnogt  it 
tha  and  hr  tk>  kadi)  «na  Md«atly  raag  k;  Ih*  prie»ti  theBHh«>, 
kftwwwds  bj  tbaii  MmnU.     Ftirakm,  vaL  Lp.  lOA. 

t  Cmwlaid  b  uid  to  ban  had  the  li*t  liag  ef  beSa  in  Eogbsd,  wkkk 
man  pat  np  ia  kin;  Edgwr'a  raiga,  aboot  the  jvax  960,  and  wan  (is  ia  / 
■nabar.  Belli  an  laid  to  baia  ben  utndocad  into  chsfcliaaabanttbejeaT// 
«W,  bf  Paaliua,  Uabop  of  Kola,  ia  Campania,  bnt  no  oeatiim  ii  made  of* 
paal  »f  WHa  before  860.  Tbe  piecliGa  of  ringing  ckangea  <a  belli  ii  nid 
tobepecnliilbi'EiigUad.  The  coatom  commenced- witb  the  SaMoa,  and 
wu  ceramoa  belbn  the  conqoeit.  Tlie  inronlloB  of  %  ring  of  belb  appar- 
tatlj  gare  riie  to  ilBiplaa  for  their  reception,  »a  tbere  i*  a  general  corret- 
peadcaM  in  tb«  date  of  botli. 
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briginally  given  of  the  approaching  disnlation,  not  of 
tiie  actual  death,  of  the  person,  that  the  people  mi^C 
oflfer  B  prayer  fw  the  departing  bonl,  and  the  priest  might 
hasten  to  adminiiter  extreme  unction. 

Wisbech  is  one  of  the  oldest  possessions  of  the  church 
of  Ely.  In  1232,  the  liring  was  a  rectory,  and  valued 
at  fifty  matks,  (£33.  6>.  Bd.)  twenty  yean  befi»e  the 
first  endowment  of  the  ncarage ;  the  bishop  of  Ely  being 
the  patron  of  it.  The  old  coucher  book  of  Ely  is  said 
to  prove  that  the  church  of  Wisbech  had,  in  the  year  1251, 
a  tenth  port  of  the  money  paid  to  the  bishop  for  th« 
agistment  of  stock,  in  1262,  Hugh  de  Northwold, 
bishop  of  Ely,  appropriated  the  chorch  of  Wisbech  to  the 
convent  of  Ely,  and  mdewed  *  the  vicacs^e  with  all  small 

■  The  fint  endowment  ii  u  follawi :  To  ill  the  bithftd  b  Chnt  ts 
whom  theee  praaenli  •Wl  come,  Hago  de  Nonrald,  l>j  the  (nee  of  God, 
bishop  of  Hj,  wBdetfa  b««Ith  ia  the  Lord ; — Know  ya,  th>l  Mr,  John  d« 
Cedemo,  ■[^■oiiited  )wtkib  of  the  church  of  Wubecli  m  otn*  piceenia,  hklh 
given  end  cnoiid  to  oar  beloTsd  Mr.  WJltUin  de  NorwoU,  the  ncant 
*kmg«  of  lh«  tJbrenid  church  of  Wiihech,  widi  ill  ita  appnTtentnce*, 
feeerriiigWhimaeVthe  tkbMof  lutndweoli  he  alao  pelded  toi  the  Mma 
the  tithe  of  fbldmgi  »nd  piwarj ;  eleo  the  tithe  of  ill  limba,  chesee,  and 
butter ;  of  geeie,  ctlves,  plgi,  and  all  the  oblationa  and  rareaiiei  of  tb* 
iritele  altarage  i  alio  the  tnanan,  aa  well  of  fin  vicarage  ta  of  Sie  dupe), 
wUcb  it  (hoa  the  IbMe  of  tb«  ctatle  to  the  Ma,  and  aa  far  aa  it  retaiaa 
towaidi  Elm.  Ha  alio  giaated  to  the  aame  («a*^  the  tilhea)  two  acre*  of 
hod  »etf  the  maaoT  ol  the  vicarage,  aad  all  tbe  ttlhea  of  the  mUIa,  and  the 
land  ke  bought  of  thecoavfntof  Spiacnia,  (Spfnne  j)  fbr  the  Mirice  of  tb* 
elupet,tolwldofhiab*o>.  In  (eMineny  whereof  we  bne.witb  (be  CMUeul 
of  the  aaidMi.  John,  oauaedoniaeal  tobe  aetto  thMpmentdoed.  Gives 
at  Downham  upou  the  day  of  the  exaltatioa  of  the  Holy  Croaa,  mad  ia  the 
year  of  oar  Lord  lt5tt. 

William  de  Morwold  wai  ba<|nd  to  find  a  lanp  bnmiag  befi»e  Ike  high 
altar  coatiaaa%,  from  veapcri  antil  the  whale  aervice  by  night  and  da;  wu 
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tithes.*  And  in  the  year  1275,  Hogh  de  Balshtim 
made  a  secoitd  endowment,  t  ^nd  assigned  to  the 
monks  |  of  Ely  certain  tithes  of  com  between  the  banks 

*  Selden  cmitand*  tlut  tiiliM  wen  sot  intradood  into  ^rg'"-'  until 
toward*  tbe  and  of  tbe  eighth  contnrj.  Til.  A.  n.  7Be,  when  puiihM  ud 
•ccleuMticd  beneGcea  came  to  ba  aettltd.  Abonl  the  jeat  794,  OSa,  kiof 
«f  Hetda,  the  BiMl  potent  of  an  the  SaioaUnga  of  bia  time  i&thiaialand, 
"■•de  a  law,  lAenbj  ke  gare  aato  the  cbuch  &e  titbaa  (tf  an  hi*  kingdom. 

t  Thaiooond  endowmeiUiata&iUawt:  ToaD  tbituthliiliB  Chiinv» 
wbantheae;nMant«ah«Ucoaie,IlDgo,  I7  tbegiaceof  God,  biahopof  Qy, 
Madeth  health  in  tbe  Lord: — Know  ye,  thatthechOTchof  Wiaebecbe  beiB| 
vacant,  of  whicb  the  collation  doth  of  ftiU  right  belong  to  in,  we  haTe  ai- 
■gnod  CMtain  ianiea  aad  profiti  belonging  to  the  aaid  chmch  to  the  monka 
of  JElyi  fitr  a  cartalnnae,  TIB.  the  tithea  of  com  between  the  bank  of  Wiibech 
and  tbe  fielda  of  LeTcrington ;  the  (km  of  the  raetar.  with  th»  bna  ot 
KiOhaa,  and  the  gnugea  atanding  thareoa ;  the  homage,  with  the  whole 
jearijisTenuaof  the  same  church,  and*  faibietj  of  the  bay  of  the  land  b«- 
loDgiiig  to  oDi  manor,  In  the  name  of  tbe  panonage.  We,  deiinina  of 
baring  legaid  to  the  borllien  of  WQliam  de  Nonrold,  viaar  rf  rt*  mU 
cibmrk,  hare  reaoWed  and  ordained,  that  the  laU  vicar  and  hia  anceeaaon 
ahall  hare  and  receiTe,  in  the  name  of  the  ricaiage,  the  aivUe  land  belonging 
to  the  aaid  church ;  the  tithe  of  com,  bay,  paatnn,  and  Eaheriea,  and  bH 
tjtbea  irtaMoorer  proceeding  from  the  Aelda,  Beadorn,  paatnre,  orpaatoM 
graodBibetweentbebankofWiabecbaDd  the  pahah  of  Zhn,  together  with 
a  nkoie^  of  the  tithe  of  bay  of  the  land  behngiDg  to  onr  manor,  and  all  the 
tithe  of  the  bay  of  the  aaid  pariah ;  aaTing  alwaya  to  tbe  aaid  ricai  and  hia 
anec««*Dt«,  all  the  profiu  of  ^Iton^  of  the  chnrch  of  Wiabech,  with  tbe 
tltba  of  wool  and  Sax,  nd  all~otber  yeariy  piofiia  belonging  to  the  tamo 
clunch,  with  thia  exception,  that  if  tbe  (aid  laoda,  from  which  the  monka 
leceiTe  tbe  tithea  of  com,  ahall  be  orerflowed  with  watera,  the  aaid  monka 
ahall  raceiTe  tbe  titbe*  of  lax,  bay,  and  paatme  proceeding  from  off  tbe  aaid 
landa ;  and  the  aaid  near  and  hia  aacceaaora,  and  the  aaid  monka,  ahall  beat 
tbe  cbargea  of  repairing  tbe  chancel  in  their  pn>portionB.  In  wttnaaa 
wheraof  oar  aeal  ia  aflxed  to  tbeae  pnaenta.  GiTan  at  Dowaham  on  the 
ere  id  tbe  bleaaad  apoatle  Jamea,  in  tha  year  of  onr  Loid  1175.  — By 
dtange,  ta  meamt  the  tithea  of  wool,  lamba,  calrea,  ^ga,  and  other  email 
tithea,  with  tbe  ofieringa  dne. 

t  The  deny  were  famed  into  twograatdrriainwa  '  wg"!"'  *^  aecolar. 
The  Irat,  oi  regular  clatgy,  wets  ao  Haanwinafail,  becanaa  they  w««  onder 
an  -^"gtrf-n  to  UTe  aaunding  to  coitain  ralaa  p*««otibod  tlwm  I7  Saint 
AngnaliM  at  Baiat  Benedict.     Tbaie.lrtM  aamd  diatinct  aociatiea  of  tbe 
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of  Wiabech  and  the  (ielda  of  het&iagtoat  the  rectory 
house,  and  the  hooae  belonging  to  Kilhus  chapel,  and 
half  the  tithe  hay  of  the  demesne  ;  and  be  ordained  that 
the  vicar  should  have  all  the  arable  land  belonging  to  the 
church,  and  the  whole  tithe  of  com,  hay,  ftc.  &om  the 
fields  and  pasture  groundti  between  the  bank  of  Wisbecli 
and  paritdi  of  Elm ;  and  also  the  moiety  of  the  tithe  of 
all  UiB  demesnes,  8u;.  When  a  taxation  of  the  revenuea 
of  the  clergy,  by  Pope  Niched,  took  {4aoe  in  the  year 
1291,*  (sixteen  yean  ait^  the  second  endowment)  the 
valuation  appears  by  the  exchequer  as  under : 

£.     I.    J. 

Sticlewade  Wisbech 26    13    4 

Vicaria  ejusdem 6    13    4  f 

Disputes  afterwards  arinng  between  the  monki  of  Ely  and 
the  vicars  of  Wisbech,  an  appeal  was  made  to  John 
Fordham,  the  then  bishop,  to  settle  the  same,  who 
detmnined  such  disputed  by  an  award,  dated  Ist  October 
1430,  which  folly  established  the  vicar's  claim  to 
tithe  m  its  fhll  extent. 


ttfoka  titTgj.  Tba  primipil  of  tbtMOonititatod  u  lUoy  ;  IliB-wcDnd, 
•  pdorr  •  ""  ^i>^  kwob,  fiten,  and  am.  The  finmer  wUom  wast  rat 
ofthairddXen  ;  tfaa  fitm  tnvdlBd  about  ■nd  prMcbadin  tbs  nei^biiDr- 
lutoiL  Erai7  monk  orfriuBaBitha  tonmn,  ax  ■hiiedennni,  tnamll^, 
thcj  nii,  of  thair  hi^  of  a  cnnra  of  fknj.  Tha  aeand  diritioDi  or 
•KnEor  cletgy.  -— -■-♦■^  tjf  tlie  faiibapa  and  paiiA  ausiilan ;  they  lind 
ia  the  woiU^ntd,  witbont  being  dint  up  mcoBrenu  and  doiatnB,ailte 


■  Bj  tUt  tUatJoB,  all  Oa  taiaa  of  the  kng,  aa  weU  w  ef  tho  p^a,  w«ra 
r^nlatod,imtilthenBT<]rinth«f6th]mTof  HmtjVVl^  and  acxnidiac 
tOiAlck,  h 

Im  the  MUB*  Hwj  Via.  o 
t  Aftmnrda,  tba  wlurtii  fa  Uag  Hmy  >h*  eifha'atiBe,  in  L 
1,  laaiateaiobB^H.131.4^ 
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Hm  higli  fen,  ctwtainiiig  4^87  ajOKS,  was  not  at  the 
time  of  the  endowment,  between  the  banks  of  Wisbech 
wad  the  fieldB  of  Lererington,  bnt  bishop  Morton,  by  his 
new  leant  froni  P^uborongh  to  Guyhim,  altered  the 
coune  ofthe  river,  andmadenew  banks.  A^erthehigh 
fen,  from  bong  common  and  waste  land,*  became 
-drained  and  inclosed,  about  the  year  1664,  it  then,  for 
tbe  6nt  time,  produced  cwn,  the  tithe  whereof  was 
claimed  by  the  dean  and  ch^>ter,  who  have  since 
enjoyed  it. 

Several  of  the  vicara  fix  many  successive  years  were 
contented  to  receive  certain  compositionB  for  th^  tithea, 
but  in  the  year  18|03,  the  vicar  instituted  a  claim]  and 
made  a  formal  demand  of  all  the  tithes  in  kind  of  the 
grass  lands,  and  of  all  other  vicarial  tithes  arising 
within  tho  two  (nrishes  of  Wisbech  SL  Peter  and 
Wisbedi  St.  Mary,  which  he  first  submitted  to  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  lands,  who,  however,  set  up  a 
modus  for  ezemptitKi  from  such  tithes.  The  parties, 
tJuf^m,  became  at  issuein  the  court  of  exdieqner,  and 
after  a  suit  which  lasted  nearly  five  years,  the  claim  of 
the  vicar  to  tithe  in  kind  was  eatablished,  so  that  the 
vicarage  is  now  estimated  at  £2,000.  per  annum  and 
upwards,  while  the  rectory,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
dean  and  cEapter  of  Ely,  (and  originally  of  the  greater 
value)  is  not  more  than  £  1200.  The  vicar  has  in  his 
gift  the  chisel  of  Gnyhini,  wwth  about  £100.  per  annum. 

Whilst  bearing  of  the  histcffy  of  the  church  of  Wisbech, 
it  would  be  an  act  of  ingratitude  in  the  compiler,  as  one 

*  *M  Hnri  of  iiiMhiliMMi.  mfab  1664,  povM  IhrithMi  l«di 
MMthaa  <MMh«Blr  U. M. peraoa pw ana :  1(1719  ladmt,  titty 
•M  atatad  at  onl;  Si.  n  Kie,  ttd  m  iww  watth  to  let-Ufc  f4r«CN* 
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of  tlie  pamhiooerB,  to  omit  bearing  some  teBtunony  of 
Teapect  towatda  the  present  esteemed  and  vet;  Teoenble 
end  benevolent  vicar,  Dr.  Jobson.  It  is  not  intended  to 
dw^'upon  his  private  virtues,  great  and  estimable  as 
they  are,  or  to  recount  the  praises  whieh  are  due  to 
him;  but  the  repeated  public  acts  of  munificenoe 
exercised  bjr  him  towards  the  parish  ought  not  to  be 
passed  OYtr  in  silence.  It  is  a  B^;nBl  blesaing,  when 
the  Lord  raises  up  pious  and  able  men  in  church  or 
state  to  succeed  one  another  ;  and  it  behoves  us  all  to 
pray  for  a  succession  of  useful  men,  who  may 
'eodeavoor  to  complete  the  good  designs  of  their 
pcedeceasorEi,  and  make  way  for  the  usefulness  of  their 
successcKS,  When  far  beyond  human  observation,  and 
when  wa  and  many  generations  shall  hav^  been  swept 
away,  the  name  of  Dr.  Jobson  will  be  recollected  with 
gratitude  and  esteem.  He  graces  the  station  which  he 
holds,  his  conduct  has  been  at  all  times  marked '  with 
afihbihty,  and  his  we^th  employed  with  liberality  in 
supporting  the  .several  institnUoiu  in  the  town,  and  -for 
the  most  important  of  all  human  ends,  the  service  of 
trae  lehgiMi  and  virtue.  However  unwilling  to  wound 
the  private  feelings  of  this  excellent  pastor  and  frioid, 
still  a  few  of  his  pubhc  donations  must  be  glanced  at. 
He  endowed  the  national  echoed  for  girls  (conjointly 
with  the  late  highly  respectable  character,  John  Edes, 
esq.*)  by  a  donation  on  his  part  of  j£500.  He  also 
.contributed  largely  tp  the  building  of  the  boys'  schod. 


•  TUigentleiMndftidia  1894:  ha  wuaBugjitimtifarthsiBleof  iPj, 
■sd  ma  of  tlis  coucTTalon  of  tha  LoDonimble  coipontioa  of  Badfoid  kTeL 
Having,  is  the  uri;  put  of  hu  hla,  doToted  nnch  time  ud  attvntiNi  t* 
'  tratkaofdnioifa,  ha  acqiilRdecaaderaUeesiierianceud  local  kacMwl|v, 
Ae  lataw  et  which  mi  b^Uy.  MtoMud.    Ha  ttred  n^acUd,  aai  died 
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He  oeeted  the  npper  gsllery  on  the  south  side  of  the 
xhurefa,  and  gore  one  mwety  of  the  charge  d'buildii^ 
a.  ^i^ery  on  the  north  side.  He  entirely  ceiled  the 
roof  of  the  church  at  his  own  expense,  besides  con- 
4tibating  a  m<Nety  towards  new  glazing  the  church 
windows.  He  also  gare  £600.  to  found  a  sanday 
school  for  boys  and  girls  in  perpetuity.  He  fumished 
two  additional  bells,  as  before  noticed,  to  the  former 
number  of  ei^t.  Besides  these  particular  acta,  he 
ctmtribnted  largely  to  other  improTements  in  the 
church,  especially  in  transforming  the  seats,  thereby 
giving  additional  accommodation  m  sittings  for  a  greater 
nnmber  of  his  paiiahiontfs.  So  many  and  repeated  acts 
called  f<wth  the  grateful  expressions  of  the  inhabitants, 
who,  having  witnessed  the  exemplary  zeal  and  unronit- 
ting  diligence  with  which  he  discharged  his  pastoral 
daties,  and  bis  pious  care  and  regard  for  his  church, 
and  being  deurous  of  testi^rii^  their  sense  of  his  distin- 
guished merits,  as  well  as  toconvey  the  tribute  of  their 
•■teem,  detamined  on  requesting  their  worthy  vicar  to 
lit  to  some  eminent  painter  for  his  portrait,  to  be 
preserved  in  the  town  hall,  with  whose  wishes  he 
ccxnplied.* 

*  At  •  naetiiig  of  Che  mgittnUi 
mt  the  lirioni  boue,  tha  gentlemoa  praient,  bamg  m 

Iho  propriety  of  ihowiog  him  totae  pnblk  nuik  of  leipect: — It  wia 
i— uhai,  that  tfas  fbtlawiiiK  irddnw  ihoold  bs  pawated  to  him,  oa  behilf  of 


Tb«  addnM  *ad  repl;  were  M  under  : 

"  Wiabech,  15th  Norembei  1813. 
"  To  tka  ReT.  Abrflwn  JobMn,  D J),  neu  of  Wiahech. 

"  We,  the  mdeidgned,  *i«iriB(  with  the  U^art  nd  noat  riBcere 
"  itfA-*'". ""  ~-t^"-^ —*--'—"-'*■•*■"  T™^'*""**!™"'*'?""^ 
^■ciMd.taMid«7aapMkb,ibdHutiavlrMlioilaM  thM  taatMModel 
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In  tnufennaag  the  seats  jtut  refenedtnintbaciiareh, 
sereral  amidl  tiuo  axpptxcmna,  of  the  nze  of  k  &rthiDg, 
Were  found  trndemeatli,  with  a  floor  eompowd  of  flat 

"  ahnU  be  |«MM»«d  ol  w  kiad  nd  gwiuilu  ■  TiaMftctnr.  Tim  two 
"excaUant  chilis  •cbools  in  At  town  teitiiy  joor  gnat  UbenliQ,  ud, 
"  eidnsiva  of  other  imporMnt  public  and  priTita  chuitabla  donMunB,  tbe 
"  mvij  impiOTeniaiit*  in  tlic  church  for  the  iucietisd  eccoiiunodatian  of  joor 
"  piriildaiien,  made  it  jovxft'ntla  cijienM,  are  toe  well  knows  to  requiia 
"aajMamik.  Yonhn*  dl«ehaTi«d  jov  arduaw  dstiaa  laTiCBrt^  tUa 
"  parid  fiM  aaailj  twaa^-^tv  ^aan,  with  oEompbij  fidelity  asd  coDitaBcy, 
"  whiUt  yoar  lectitada  of  coadnct,  gannme  benerolance,  and  nrbanitj  of 
"  Buanari,  hare  gained  jod  tiu  warn  and  genaral  reelect  of  jonr  panahim- 
"  era*  We,(lHrefiB«,  do  make  oareaneatrsqtwat  to  jod,  aa  ost  *icat  and 
«  fiload,  tbat  Toa  wfll  lit  ta  »m»  «adaemt  paiatai  te  jtmi  poatnit  to  ba 
"  piWTTBd  ia  aw  tow  ball,  aaatokaaoftha  aataea  Hitanainedteya*, 
"  and  10  afoidfia  lbtu«tiMM,a  plewim  ta»wJ»raBceof  jonrchaiactei 
"  and  penanal.Tirtaw. 

"  WiLbua  RATNaa,  Sraai)  CinsLuron, 

"WitLiM  W«TaOK,  Hues  JtciaoN, 

"  BoaxaT  HABOwicaa,  JiaaKun  Jaciboh, 

"  JoEaEota,  Ja>u  Uiill, 

"  WiLLiaK  HAamnoaa,  WttUMt  SwAvaKKWox.- 

"  H.  J.  NlOHDU.*, 

"  To  tbe  Rer.  Akabm  Jobafla,  O.D. 
"  VkarofWiAecb." 

To  wUdb  tto  viMT  npliad : 

"  Gendemen, 

"  In  the  conne  of  a  long  life,  lew  thingi  haTe  bllen  to 
"  uy  lot  M  gntcfkil  to  me,  ai  tbia  proof  of  tbe  eatinatim  in  which  I  am  ba)d 
"  among  jon  ;  and  prepared  aa  I  am  to  complj  with  jour  wiibH  in  all 
"  reapecti,  mj  aaatnt  to  the  *erj  fiattering  nqneat  you  hare  thui  kindlj 
"  made  ms  cannot  be  withheld.  In  anj  thing  I  ma;  hm  been  di^Niaed  and 
"  enaUed  to  do  in  jaa  aerrice,  I  wboUj  '<■— *t)"i  all  pretenauma  to  merit ; 
"  but  tbia  I  m^  tn%  aty,  that  h  ha*  alwift  been  my  anxioiit  deairs  to  Ihm 
"t«llMiiWaMllw'dliti«apf  Of  firipottaiUaBitaatiaMaaroiiT  vicar,  and  I 
"bannoinAtOMittinH  langnb  tbitimU,  dwnl  Anba.riadUoid 
"•MiiptaUatortu.  iNNvdHdlramblDtoej^maBtiardqAafMy'MUqia 
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riuedtUet.*    Onetrf'the  coiiisin  thepoHenMrnof  die 
T 

compiler  has  the  words  "  Wisbitch  H  I  on  oae  side,  and 

1663." 
"  HenryTunaid,"  with  the  bakenc*  arms,  on  the  other.  On 
another  of  the  coins  are  the  words  "  King's  Lyn  Farthing 
"1669,"  witha  sortofannson  the  reverse.  Thetilesso 
found  were  flat,  abont  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in 
tfatekness,  and  fonr  inchee  square  on  the  surface,  glazed, 
with  a  bar  dividing  six  cross  crasslets  in  a  wdl  defined 
•hidd.      Itis  said  that  the  floors  of  ancient  chapels  used 


"  tad  iHirlriril  to  jod  lad  bj  otkar  paiialiioDBn,  ud  of  my  aoticiOide  to 
"  fn«ola,  b;  enrj  neau  in  mj  pawn,  both  tha  tamponX  ud  etamal 
"  wel&n  of  jon  alL 

"  AUUBAK  JoMOH. 


*  Sm  EagmiBf r— On  coBfening  npon  thia  nbiect  with  «  *«7  iataIHgm  t 
udfai^^TfMpaettdfrHNd,  (WiIla*PodU«w,B*q.F.jL8.)  howtdatha 
UknrwS.jndidMa  md  loonodruuA;  " Tbat ilthoagh  the  qnotatioa 
"  from  Dr.  DdcuoI  wu  otnng  Bgunit  him,  jet,  on  a  leaf  farther  in  hia 
"  '  Nsniandj,'  a  great  donbt  ia  eipreaaed,  whether  theaa  tOea  an  not  of  a 
"latatdttei  and  plac«ilthen  doringkmg John'ial^inaat d^.  Tnm 
"  HeaiBe'aeiiiiodaDlaunua«j,ei»taflfaimlti«a<ypo»ed  to  hare  been  tot 
"  need  in  the  tinie  of  Charienugne,  but  not  generallf  adopted  ontil  the 
"  mm'tw  King  Richatd  I.  waa  oui  fint  monarch  who  had  them  on  hi* 
"  graal  aeaL  Fran  a  ptoMCDliMi  in  the  reign  of  Hewj  Ilal  qpaam,  wmorial 
"beaiMfi  weie  th«n  confined  to  the  ki^  ad  nabBiqr.bvt  in  tb 
"GdiraiAlI.'IbeyaM  atatedto  bare  baeoma  merawi 
"  aUel^  aie  certainly  of  leij  maant  odgin,  ta  1i 
"nmtiaMd  In  Hontt,  and  aftennida  by  the  I 
"  tbcaa  daricea  were  not  beredilaiy,  tbej  CMBOt  be  copwdwod  ia  tka 
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to  be  fonned  of  tiles,*  ibr  instance,  thai  of  Prior 
Cnwden's,  kt  Ely ;  and  Dr.  Ducarel  infmns  nfl,  that 
the  floor  of  the  great  guard  chamber  of  WiQiam  the 
the  Conqaeior,  at  CBen>  in  Ntxmandy,  ie  paved  with 
tiles  about  fire  inches  square,  and  charged  with  coats 
of  arms. 

The  vicarage  bouse  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  choicb, 
■nd  adjoining  the  church  yard,  standing  in  a  piece 
of  fine  pasture  and  glebe  glaod,  containing  about 
four  acres,  with  a  walled  garden  for  fruit,  and  a 
kitchen  garden,  coach  house,  stable,  and  conreoietit 
outbuildings  neaj  sdjtHning;  besidea  which,  there  are 
fwty-seven  acres  of  glebe  land  lying  dispersed,  viz.  tea 
acres  in  Old  field,  twenty  acres  in  Great  Tloleness  fidd, 
fifteen  acres  in  Redtnore  field,  and  two  acres  in  Ciabbe 
marsh,  all  in  Wisbech  St.  Peter's,  There  were  fonnerly 
twelve  acres  in  Wisbech  St  Mary*8,  abutting  upMi  the 
church  yard,  which  were  sold  to  redeem  the  land-tax. 
The  two  acres  in  Ciabba  marsh  w»e  allotted  to  the 
vicar  firom  the  common  so  called,  oonsiating  of  two 
hundred  and  two  acres,  formerly  embaiUced  from  the  sea, 
and  lying  waste  and  unihclosed  until  1664.  The  vicarage 
house  is  very  commodious,  and,  by  an  addition  thereto 
nude  by  Dr.  Bull,t  a  fonner  vicar,  forms  altogether  a 
very  complete  and  excellent  family  residence. 


*  FoifcTOka  obMNM,  tkat  In  tbs  Nonatn  eenturiai  muuc  waA  iru 
'  adoplad  i>  psfuarala,  rahibitlDg  Kriptiinl  uoriM,  paintad  apea  glued 
'  brieki  ud  tilM,  «Bd  in  wwc—djiig  igsi  briclu  war*  mad*  aqnlUtonl, 
•boot  tni  iMhM  •tnM.  TbeOMitftiiaMbnckimi  coifiMd  to  etatt- 
citudpbcM.  Jumm  an  oftau  i^dad  tod  quiterad,  intei^aned  with 
AtBi  i»  U*.    FM6Mfci,  Tol.  i.  p.  IDS. 

t  Tlie  Bsw  ptrt  wm  built  U  hi*  pHtbU  eipeua  tbont  llie  jtai  1T41. 
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About  tbe  yMrl783,*  a{ri«ce  <rf' waste  ground,  ftdjiHiiuig 
tiieold'Cliaroh  yard  <hi  tbe  Bonth  side,  ffu  added  to 
the  thai  burial  g;rouiul.  In  tite  centre  of  this  apooe 
mm  anciently  a  pond,  called  Chapel  Poiid,t  which  waa 
then  filled  up,  and  the  gronad  acquired  by  the  filling  up 
the  pit,  with  the  adjoining  waste,  was  surroijaded  with  a 
waU.  Notwkhstanding  this  augmentation,  the  space  for 
the  interment  of  the  dead  is  so  crowded,  that  additional 
ground  is  become  absolutely  requisite,  which  there  is  no 
doubt  will  ere  long  be  obtained,  as  the  present  worthy  vicar 
is  at  this  time  in  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  land  Sat 
that  purpose. 

In  the  year  1711,  an  organ  was  set  up  in  tlie  ebnn^ 
by  C.  Qnaries,  of  Cambridge,  which  having  &ll«i  into 
decay,  a  subscription  was  entered  into  by  the  inhabit- 
a&ta  in  1787,  for  a  new  organ,  which  was  built  by 
Mr.  Oreen,  d  London,  (who  erected  one  f<»  his  late 
m^flsty  king  Oeoige  III.  at  Windsor)  at  the  expense  of 
£fiOO.^  and  an  appbcatimi  waa  made  to  the  capital 
bo^eases,  by  order  of  a  puUic  veatry,  to  approj^ata  a 
mm  of  money  ont  of  the  revenues  of  the  corporation,  aa 
a  salary  for  an  organist,^  and,  in  cnuideration  of  the 

*  A  itoB*  ia  tbn  wall  ncotili  lliu  tdJition  to  hna  boan  made  "  bj  oidav 

t  DiiMDMIIwBam»orihis  pond,  "  Chapvl  Poad,"  Noato  tbtrnfffhia 
IbcpmDmptkM  that  tlwn  irw,  aticBs  period,  ■  phca  of  diiiai  wonUp 
ia  .TSpb«>  MiAel,  w  moatianed  in  ■  bUowlnf  page  1 

}  It  i«  nid  tiiat  oifana  irere  acnt  to  tliii  conatTf  by  Pope  Tilaliw,  Ik 
tbe  •eranth  centfirf.  The  iBtrodnclJon  of  then  Into  chnrebei  te»d*d 
gnallf  to  piMaote  tlial  delighl  which  wu  tiksn  bj  oar  iBceaton  at  a  ytrf 
rally  period  ia  the  pnctie*  of  paalu  ibgiog. 

The  nort  Dignitcent  *nd  powerful  m^an  known  ii  at  HairioB,  in  HoDaad, 
which  cootatni  8,000  pipe*.  64  etope,  4iowa  ofkeji,  aadS  pair  of  beUowa. 

f  The  orgaaiil  waa  andently  no  aepante  oBcer,  hnt  of  the  priealhoad. 
We  bear  of  an  archdeacon  plapag  upon  an  orfaa  lath*  Sana  Bn.  Ftinit, 
loLi.  p.96. 
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nominatiui  tH  nich  Mguiut  being  left  16,  and  T4dt«d 
in  Ae  corporation,  the  a^ttal  borgMMB  appAqmrnted  b 
ulai]rf)»raB  organiataecoidingly,  aodiatlwyeu' 1789, 
tiie  dira  chpitat  bmr^Mses,  with  the  oraouRioce  of  tlw 
vieat,  ftppomted  Mr.  Qeorge  Gneit  to  tbot  ofika,  who  ww 
pronounced  hy  Dr.  Ifauidal),  mnsical  profesBor,  ef  Cam- 
bridge, to  be  B  perfoAner  of  lingular  merit.  That 
gentleman  bas  asm  passed  thirty-eigbt  yean  ef  his  Ulb 
in  the  Bervice  of  the  borgesaea  and  the  pamb  at  larg^ 
irith  miform  d^igence,  gre«t  credit,  vdA  iridtoat  s 
single  complaint. 

Although  the  worthy  vicar  has  spared  no  expense, 
from  his  prirate  parse,  in  endeavoanng  to  reader  the 
utmost  accommodation  fbr  bis  parishioners,  by  providing 
increased  sittings  witlnn  the  walls  of  the  imrcnt  edifice, 
stSl  the  church  cannot  be  mftdft  lo  contain  man  than 
1800  persons,  whilst  thwe  is  apopulataea  of  about  7000. 
It  bas  been  already  stated  diat  much  additiea^  vooia 
has  been  gained  by  the  erection  of  new  galleries,  and  an 
im^trored  arrangement  of  the  seats,  but  stilt  Ae  parish 
church  being  incapable  of  holding  more  than  one  fourth  of 
the  inhabitants,  snpposing  every  seat  occufned,  and  in  the 
twelve  years  preceding  this  time  ( 1 827)  a  sum  of  £  3000- 
and  upwards  (a  considerable  part  of  which  was  at  the  sole 
expense  of  the  vicar)  having  been  expended  qpon 
alterations  and  additions,  and  numerous  famibes 
still  constantly  applying  in  vain  for  seats,  it  became 
at  length  a  serious  consideration,  whether  a  chapel  of 
ease,  for  the  performance  and  celebn^on  of  divine 
worship,  ought  not  to  be  erected  in  the  town.  Th» 
zealous  vicar,  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  further 
accommodation  for  his  parishioners,  almost  anticipated 
thur  wishes,  by  making  a  most  noble  offer  for  the  effective 
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endowment  of  a  cliapel  hj  the  conveyance  in  fee 
simple  of  a  reel  estate,  exceeding  in  valoe-  £  5000.  and 
by  tbe  rmta  and  profits  thereof,  to  make  prcmntBi  for 
the  minister  of  the  int^ded  chapel.  Happy  is  the  man' 
who  is  his  own  executw !  This  liberal  -  offer  of  the  vicar 
was  met  in  a  correapondii^  manner  by  the  co-operation 
sf  hia  g;rateful  parishioners,  and  a  subscription  was 
accordingly  set  on  foot,  in  shares  of  £  50.  each,  for  the 
orection  (tf  a  chapel.  To  promote  which  subacriptitHi, 
the  vicar  set  the  emunple  by  taking  twenty  sbares, 
amounting  to  £  1000.  independent  of  the  provision  made 
by  him  for  ihe  endowment.  The  money  subscribed  is 
pn^Kwed  to  be  r^midj  with  inteorest,  from  the.  sale  of 
nine  hundred  sittings,  (the  .r^naining  tkvee  hundred 
being  intended  to  be-firee  and  'gratmtoas)  and  of  the 
burial  vaults.  The  sum  required  for  the  purchase  of  tbe 
intended  site  and  erection  of  the  chapel  will  be  about 
£7600.  and  more  than  £  6000:*  was  subachbed  in  a  very 
short  period. 

*  TheS)ltn*bgi«»luti>fUwiiain«(rf(haiBbKriben  to  tba  imtteded 
ch^al  of  raw  in  tha  town  of  Wiabach,  wilb  the  nuMbwot  liaiMtakaa 
bj  Mck  iodindaal : 

**"«^  Si,!     ^"^ 

Tha  Bar.  Abnkm  Jobno.  DiD M    1000 

TlwCoTponliDBofWubech 4    MM 

WilBm  WituB,  Mq.  F  JllS.     5    ISO 

Wmiaai  lUjan,  raq.        4    800 

Tha  Rbt.  Jaramiali  Jickaa       6    MO 

Ho^  JacboD,  Mq 8    4M 

Th*  R<T.  T.  P,  Holmaa         6    300 


^3150 


HBiin;  J.andH.M.V«ill    4 

Hijot  Geaenl  Htidwicka,  F.E.8.  and  L. 
RJIJ '. f 
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A  piece  of  p'ound  has  already  been  purchased,  and  ti. 
bill  is  at  this  time  before  parliament,  "  for  erecting  and 
"  endowing  a  cfaapel  of  ease  in  Wisbech,"  and  as  soon 
as  the  royal  assent  is  obtained,  the  building  will  be  forth" 
with  commenced. 


Btoagtit  forwti^    €3 
IlialUv.Wii.  OdeTownl«y        .... 
R«tMit  Hwdwicka,  raq.  M  J>.. . ; 


RolMtt  FnucJ*  Pile,  oq. 

John  Wbg,  Mq 

'  Jflba  J<AiMon,  Mq. 


BobntBuMr   

Hia-SteveM 

John  JoLiuoa,  eaq.  L«Terington . . 

Rabtft  Oaje,  eiq 

.    Hi.  J.  C'Cannm < 


GeMge  Lefever 

SuBoel  Muriott 

C,  T.  Scnithoipe 

ChnlM  Boncber 

7«MpbT>Lflor 

The  EcT.  Winiim  }fiidirickB    , 

TKe  EtT.R.J.  King 

Mn.BiDalDj 

Mr.  Heliij  Herring 

JohhPope 

RobertWud 

Endeibj  Lu^btoS    

■     G.A.Wnrd 

JahnBnrccM 

tIent7L«Kh , 

T.S.Wition'. .„,., 
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The  deto  alid  chapbn-  of  Ely  have,  frmn  about  11,000 
acres  of  land  in  this  parish,  the  rectorial  or  great  tithes, 
.vhich  bad  becQ  appropriated  to  the  prior  and  coarent 
.t^  Ely  hy  bishop  Balsham,  under  the  before-menticmed 
endoWmeilt  in  the  year  1275.*  It  is  said,  there 
.wafe  in  ancient  Umes  a  second  church  in  the  tewn  of 
.Wisbech  Saint  Pdtei's,  dedicated  to  Saint  Geoi^  and 
standing  in  the  Timber  Market,  though  no  record  or 
trace  of  sncb  building  is  now  remaining.  Amongst  the 
-guilds  before  endmenited,  waA  one  called  Saint  Qeorge'8,t 
-aitaated  in  that  part  of  the  town,  which  may  have  given 
rise  to  the  opioiwi  that  a  place  of  religious  vrorehip 


Snbicribert.                        g^ 
Bronghlforwud  11 

1     ,,-...     5550 

SO 

WlllimChainbetlm,Jim 

1     50 

Hr.JMUiSsiltfa         

SO 

H.J.EI»y 

so 

WilliimHoImN 

......        50 

50 

116 


£6.300 


"  Thw*  ti&M  «•  B9<r  let  bjUuMranawiUe  tnrjtmeujttn;  bsl 
tb«  BitalM  in  WiilMch  Buton  buhch  ua  lot  on  laua*  fcr  li*M.  .  Sach 
Boda  <d  kttins  ma  ndopud  taj  earif ;  lor,  bj  a  Stzon  chwtar,  Ihn*  la 
iMBtod,  '  tarns  qnatnoi  MMM.ntiam  pn>  diebui  trioBi  bominDm  ;'  whkli 
ma  far  tfane  lirca,  aa  mad  U  thia  daj.    Hnnu't  Diieeuna,  toL'  i.  p.  9. 

t  Baa  pan  ISO. 
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once  itood  t&eie.  Besides  the  church  at  Wiabeoh  Saint 
Mary's,  (an  adjoining  village)  there  were  lereial  chapeta 
other  than  that  at  Ouyhim,  viz.  one  at  Marrow,  a  second 
at  Pile's  Drove,  and  a  third  at  Killhus,  or  Killhnsbing. 
All  thelivings  in  the  n^ghbourhood  an  Very  valii^le,lliat 
of  Wisbech  exceeding  £3,000.;  Leveringtoo,  £2,100. 
and  upwards;  Newtra,  moie  than  £  1,200.,  and  Tid  St 
Giles  between  £  800.  and  £  900. 

The  monuments  and  othtst  memorials  are  rather  im- 
merooB,  some  of  which,  within  the  church,*  ai«  here 
selected,  commencing  with  the  moat  anciait,  whieh  Is  that 
ofTHOMAB  DB  Braunstone,  who  was constshle  of  the 
castle  of  Wisbech,  and  dying  in  1401,  was  Interred  in 
the  south  aisle  of  the  church,  where  is  a  gravestone, 
with  his  effigy  engraved  on  brass  plates.  He  is  repre- 
sented under  a  rich  Gothic  canopy,  in  ptate  armour  and 
painted  helmet,  with  a  lion  rt  his  feet,t  and  an  inscrip- 
tion round  the  verge  of  the  stone :  "  Cy  gist  Thomas 
"  de  Braunafone,  %  jadis  Conestable  du  Chatel  de 
"  Wisebeche,  qui  momit  )e  vingt  septieme  jouT  de  Maii, 
"  I'an  de  notre  seignour,  mil  cccc  primer.  D  Tahne  de 
"  qui  Dieu  par  sa  grace  cut  mercy.     Aaien." 

*  There  tn  vnlinii  opiaimu  ai  to  the  ihut  wbvn  fatetmeWti  in  chnrrhti 
Gnt  took  ptece.  St.  Cathben,  eboiit  660,  ii  mU  to  htm  bms  Aa  Gnt  who 
tdded  jruda  to  tin  drarche*  fcr  tlie  wccption  «f  llm  dead.  Anciently, 
cemeterien  were  a  mik  fram  -Ae  monnteiy,  tad  fton  Ou  MVenth  cenlurj, 
abbot*  wcte  -buriad  In  the  cIitpteT'biTine,-ttd  nonki  In  Am  claiitei.  The 
•pirit  of  the  Ehnrch  wu  ilwaji  adrene  to  the  Irarriiig  in  chtmhei.  Moan- 
menu  were  humI  onully  erected  along  the  highway-ude,  to  pat  pueengcn 
in  miiid  that  the;  are,  u  thoae  thereby  commemoiated  were,  moTtal. 

t  The  cTOH-legged  flgorei  are  to  be  placed  betw«ea  itt*  add  1S94. 
Foabroke. 

t  Thie  name  hai  bees  beretofbre  different};  written,  Kwetimei  Btans- 
■tone,  n  abore,  and  bjothen,  BraviatoDe.  Of  tfaa  latter  name,  Ua  Ufh^ 
retpectable  family  retidiif  it  Skreeai,  near  CbebMlbtd,  in  baaz,  who  a>e 
add  to  be    dcKeadanti  of   thii  Thomai  d«  ] 


ib,GoogIe 


Thtfe  am  stfrend  other  immumeDta  vdrthf  oS  notice, 
fimongBt  whicli  are  the  follovnig : 

In  tha  chaneel,  od  ihtr  Borth  sjd«,  is  a  handsome 
monaneDt  to. Matthias  Tacjiei,  eeq^  with  the  following 
inscrifitioa  1 

"  The  mtxaatf  of  the  jmt  is  blesaed."  Prov.  x.  7.* 
"  Matthias  Taylor,  Esq.  (5th  and  youngest  eon  of 
"  Riclaid  Taylorj  Qcnt.  deceased]  departed  this  life 
"  Febroaty  2d.  1633,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age."  It 
is  stated,  that  in  his  minority,  he  was  brought  up  in 
the  trade  of  a  linen  dealer,  and  by  honest  industry 
gained  a  large  estate ;  and  that  he  was  chosen  one  of 
the  CB^tal  burgesses  of  this  towii,  "  and  of  the  number, 
"  without  any  dislocation,  oontinned  to  his  dying 
"day.  Also  be  had  .the  constableship  of  the  castle 
"  conferred  upon  him,  and  by  the  space  of  twenty  years 
"  before  his  death,  was  made  justice  of  the  peace  and 
"  quorum  nnder  bis  majesty  in  the  isle  of  Ely. 


Bcrney  Bnunitoae,  ecq.  LL.D.  wt  m  pariUment  urenl  jMTt  tor  the 
cMtnty  of  Enci,  ud  ndrad  flwn  itt  rapmantatioii  in  1799.  Huukmrn'M 
MSS.  LyK»i^ialiiBBiitaMia,Mllitheiiua"SnnHt(M«."  Itbtoba 
ngntlcd  dut  tX  tbii  puiod  tlia  uou*  u  m  daftced,  by  ths  bisM  whcraw 
thenme  wh  ragnrsd  b«isg  entirslf  brokea  off,  that  it  rannot  now  with 
■cciuacj  b«  Hctrtuned.  Mr.  Sc«nueU,  •  mnthint  of  Boitoq,  liiing  thtrs 
betwcem  1713  Mid  1T34,  who  wm  Mid  lo  b«  a  £iw  dnsgbtmui,  dnw  the 
chtiTcbM  of  BcNton  and  Wdljpole,  and  vnonpt  omj  othci  nonnnsBt*, 

thtt  otBrpmtUai  at  WJaboch. 

■  Epitaph*  or  mcmmneatal.iiucTiptiqu  am  taijr  ancient.  Ia516,  king 
Aillnu'a  epitdph  wai  inacdhed  on  the  inaide  of  hia  leaden  coffin  :  the  next 
kiunrn  in  thii  coniiiiy  in  point  of  aatiqaity  i*  that  of  St<  An|pMtine, 
fint  uclibuhop  of  Cantaibniy. 

>3 
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"The  Lord  maketh  poor,  and  maketh  ridi.  He 
"  bringeth  low,  and  raiseth  up. 

"  The  aforesaid  Matthiaji  took  to  hia  wife  Jaae  Booth, 
"  of  a  generooB  pareotagc,  whose  effigies,  tt^^ether  with 
"  his  own,  Btandeth  here  erected,  by  whom  he  had  three 
"  Bona  and  four  daughters. 

"  VIRTUK    EXCBLLS    BVBRT    ESCUTCHBOM."* 

On  a  brass,  under  this  monument,  is  an  imeriptioo 
to  Elizabeth  Emersoa,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Thomaa  Emeraon, 
vicar  of  this  church,  who  died  on  the  Tigil  of  Saint 
Thomas  the  Apostle,  1626. 

On  the  same  wall,  is  a  handsome  monument  of  marble 
and  alabaster,  with  two  figures  kneeling  before  a  desk, 
being  those  of  a  man  and  woman.  He  is  in  annonr,  and 
she  dressed  in  black,  with  a  black  hat,  according  to  tire 
fashion  of  those  times,  with  a  smaller  figure  in  a  niche 
under  a  canopy ;  and  on  a  tablet  above  is  written — 

"  To  the  memory  of  their  dear  and  deceased  &ther, 
"  Thomas  Parke,  esq.  and  Audrey  Parice,  theire  modier 
"  yet  livii^.  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  knight,  and  dame 
"  Elisabeth  his  wife,  d«ighter  and  heir  of  the  said 
"  Thomas  Pwke,  erected  this  monument.     The  said 


*  PUto'i  rale,  tliat  an  epit^tli  ihould  be  eompiued  in  fmr  lenci, 
(IfMfiu'i  DitemiTtti)  ii  k«T«  tWMgicMeJ.  TUt  nonvaant  is  noticad 
in  the  Gentlemui'e  Mifaaiika  of  1774  u  tbUom :  "  There  i«  » 
"  monnmpat  in  Wiebecb  clinreb  of  *  Umu  drtper,  who  ie  mentioned 
"  to  here  lieen  flrotn  nothing,  ud  to  bave  acqniced  great  rlchea  hf  Ha 
"  indDiti;,  nod  ■(  liat  waa  BBda  coulaUv  «1  tlw  cude  ia  the  te%n  rf 
"  Chtrlei  I." 
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)  Paike  was  borne  of  a  worthy  tiunily  in  the 
*'  conn^  ot  Hiintingd<Hi,  was  a  jostice  of  the  peace  of 
"  the  isle  of  Ely,  and  high-sheriff  of  the  counties  ot 
**  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  and  by  his  last  will  gave 
"  many  large  l^acies  to  charitable  uses,* — who  lived 
"  rdigioiisly,  virtuously,  and  generously,  to  the  age  of 
"  87  years,  and  died  Ist  January  1630." 

Within  the  chancel  rails,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
communion  table,  is  a  mural  monom^it  to  the  memory 
of  Thomas  Edwards,  esq.  high-bailiff  k£  the  liberty  of 
the  isle  of  Ely,  deputy  lieutenant  and  justice  <£  the 
peace,  who  married  Canulla,  daughter  <^  Thomas 
Browne,  t£  Elslng  Hall,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  esq. 
by  wh<Mn  he  had  seven  sons  and  eleven  daughters ; — 
died  15th  July  1705. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  ctKumunuMi  table,  is  a  neat 
monoment  to  the  memwy  of  Hannah,  the  wife  of 
Abraham  Jobaui,  vicar  of  the  parish,  who  died  much 
lameated,  29th  August  1803,  aged  51. 

Od  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  wall,  on  the  left 
of  Matthias  Taylor's,  is  a  mtmument  to  the  Rev.  William 
C<rfdwell,  prebendary  of  Ely,  and  fif^-one  years  vicar 
of  this  church,  died  1702.t 

On  the  south  mde  of  the  chancel  wall,  is  a  aumu- 
ment  to  Caroline  Burroughs,  wife  of  Dr.  Bummg^, 


*  3m  tills — "  FaA«i"  in  FnbEc  CluritiM. 

t  IIuiaa,'IVim>>ColdwBll,Mq>iniburiedui  Wolw^ncIuiRliiiiiHert- 
dahira,  lo  whom  «  BonnmBnt  i«  «ractad  by  tha  nda  of  that  of  Uw 
uMa  Di.  Yonag,  the  nkbntod  uthor  <f  tbe  Night  Tlrai^lUf. 
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vicar,  third  daughter  of  Dr.  Butte,  late  lord  btkhop  of 
Ely,  who  diedSlst  July  1751,  in  childbed,  leaving  an 
only  son. 

On  the  pavement  of  the  chancel,  is  a  m&rhle  slab  to 
the  memory  of  the  said  Dr,  Burroughs,  who  died  in 
1773,  aged  62 ;  and  of  Jane  Burroughs,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  ThcnnaB  Audley  of  Vpwell,  who  died  in  1798. 

Over  the  vestry  door,  is  ano^er  neat  monnment  of 
recent  date,  which  expreBses,  that  in  a  vault  within  the 
vestry  are  deposited  the  remains  of  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  WiUiaoi  Rayner,  esq.*  who  died  6th  December  1820, 
aged  68. 

On  the  floor  of  the  chancel,  arc  several  inscriptiona  on 
marble  slabs,  of  TDapy  of  the  ancient  families  formerly 
reudent  at  Wisbech,  viz. 

Lawrance  Banyer,esq. 

Henry  Ferrour,  «8q.  and  Margaret  jiis  tvife,  wiio  bad 

seventeen  children,  and  died  1672,  aged  82. 
WilHam,  son  of  the  Hon.  Richard  Fiennes,  esq.  who 

married  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  W^am  ColdweH, 

vicar,  and  died  in  1689,  aged  35. 
Jane  Balam,  who  died  in  1690, 
WilUam  Hunston,  esq.  in  1691, 
Homas  Stevens,  in  1696. 
Edward  Soathwdl,  in  1707. 

■  TfaugeDtl«ni*nhMpuwduKd*euiduKMll&witUn  the  town  of 
Wiabech,  u  ■  nurcbuit  of  high  inlegiitj  ud  lUict  lununu.  -H*  heU  ths 
commuid  of  tha  ToIimtMim  Sn  mote  thu  tea  ;eu»,  tui  aftsnnrdi.  In 
IBtS,  duchugedtheolScMldiUJetof  high-kiwis' of  (be  cooBtiMcfCwi- 
biidge  ud  HuLlingdoB. 
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Junes  Autlu>Dy,«8q.  in  1732. 

AJiee^vifeofEsekiel  Flaaner,  in  1753. 

John  Bellamy,  Ticar,  who  died  in  1714,  aged  45;  and  of 

Rebecca,  his  wife. 
Rer.  John  Clarkson  and  wife. 
3ob.a  Whinnel,  who  died  in  1715. 

Also  a  few  more  recent  Blabs  to  the  memory  of 

Catherine  GirdlsBlone,  obt.  15th  June  1808,  aged  34. 
The  Rer.  Zachahah  Stichall,  A.M.  curate,  who  died 

in  1808. 
Hannah  and  Christian  Fraaer,  daughters  of  Alezaoder 

Fraser,M.D.  who  died,  oiieinl823,  aged  19,  and 

the  other  in  1823,  aged  18. 

In  the  town  or  south  chancel,  are  eight  achievements 
or  eacutcbewis  of  the  family  at  Southwell,  on  the  east 
wall  (^tbe  chancel. 

A  violent  stono,  which  happened  in  1613  and  1614,  was 
commemorated  until  the  year  1750,  by  an  inscription  on 
this  wall,  which  was  effaced  at  the  time  when  the  monU" 
ment  erected  to  the  memoiy  of  Edward  Southwell,  esq.  was 
fixed  up,  after  a  transcript  had  been  made  of  it  as  follows : 

"  To  the  immortal  praise  of  God  Almighty,  that 
"  savetb  bis  people  in  all  adveiuties — Be  it  kept  in  per^- 
**  petual  memoiy,  tliat  on  the  feast  of  All  Saints,  being 
"  the  Ist  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1613,  late  in 
"  the  night,  the  xa  broke  in,  through  the  violence  of  a 
*'  north  east  wind  meeting  with  the  spring  tide,  and  over- 
"  flowed  all  Marshland,  with  this  town  of  Wisbech,  both 
"  on  the  north  side  and  the  south,  and  almost  the  wh<^ 
"  butjKlred  round  about,  to  the  great  danger  of  men's 
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"  lives,  and  the  loss  of  some.  Besides  the  ^xeeding 
"  great  loss  which  these  coantries  sustained  through  the 
"  breach  of  banks  and  spoil  of  com,  cattle,  and  houseing, 
"  which  could  not  be  estimated. 

"  The  next  year  following^,  i.  e.  the  year  of  our  Lord 
"  1614,  upon  the  23d  day  of  March,  this  country  was 
"  again  overflowed  with  the  fresk  tmfert,  which  came- 
"  down  in  such  great  abundance,  through  the  extraordi- 
"  nary  great  enow  that  fell  that  year  in  January  and 
"  February,  that  not  only  this  town,  whereof  the  south 
"  side  only  was  lost,  but  the  greatest  part  of  the  grounds 
"  within  the  south  Eau  Bank  in  Holland,  from  Spalding 
"  to  Tidd  St.  Giles,  was  drowned,  and  abnost  wholly 
"  lost  for  that  year. 

"  Moreover,  a  greet  part  of  Marshland,  from  their 
"  bank  called  the  Edge,  between  their  towns  and  th« 
"  Smeeth,  to  the  new  Podike,  was  lost  through  divert 
"  breaches  between  Salters  Load  and  Downham  bridge. 
"  In  conclusion,  many  towns  in  Norfolk,  (ion6mng  yrith 
"  Marshland,  and  moet  part  of  this  ^ole  isle  of  Ely." 

"  D.  O.  M.  S. 

"  O  frugum  fscunda  domus  nimiumque  beata, 

"  Si  male  vicinis  non  premereris  aquif. 
"  Quas,  tu  cum  eedeas  imia  in  vallibus,  a  te 

"  Quis  prohibere  undas,  ni  deus  ipse  potest  ? 
"  Scilicet  in  fluctus  nequicquam  tenditur  a^;eT> 

"  Atque  iufida  suo  sedet  arena  mari. 
"  Quod  si  te  impietas,  fraudes,  scortatio,  fcedus, 

"  Commaculant,  ab  aquig  cur  velet  ista  deus  ?* 

•  Of  wfaklia  nrarand  frisnd,  a  foimei  cnrite  of  Wiabeeli,  bM  |lT«atl)f 
liPiwibigtrMMUtiw,  whkh  ha  hwtiadly  permtad  to  be  USMc^bti  i 
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**  Posnit  Joshua  Blaxton  in  theologia  Baccalaureus  & 
**  bujua  eccle«»  dignus  vicarius." 

To  the  east  wail  of  this  chancel  are  now  affixed  Beveral 
raoaumenta  to  the  Tamily  of  Southwell. 

To  Edward  Southwell,  who  married  the  dau^ter  of 
Edward  Dyinoke,e8q.  of  the  family  of  the  champion^ 
bom  io  1694,  and  died  in  1748,  aged  54 ;  also  Jane, 
his  widow,  whodied  in  1761,  aged  68. 

Edward  Southwell,  gent,  whodied  1702,  aged  41. 

Henry  Southwell,  esq.  who  died  in   1762,   aged  67, 

Francis,  his  widow,  who  died  in  178&,  t^ed  70,  leaving 
three  daughters — Frances,  who  died  single  ;  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  John  Wairen,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop 
of  Bangor ;  Mary,  wife  of  Sir  James-  Eyre,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Conmion  Pleas. 

John  Southwell,  esq.  son  of  the  last  named  Henry, 
who  died  in  1771,  aged  35. 

Mrs.  Frances  Southwell,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry 
Southwell,  who  died  in  1779,  aged  51. 

Edward  Southwell,  son  of  Edward  and  Jane,  who 
died  in  1787,  aged  59.* 

Agtunst  the  south  wall  of  the  town  chancel  are  placed 

Ofroitftalbnel  too  happy  wa«U'*ttboab«, 
Wei't  tluMi  bom  dread  of  inondiCum  free. 
When  floodi  ihiU  menace  ^li*  law  mtnliy  plaint 
Ti*  God  klooe  their  tarj  cia  reitiuB. 
in  Tun  iti  baak*  the  ri>ii%  witan  bnTe, 
In  Tain  thaaaadnpala  the  fbaming  wave  ; 
Bnt  ihonU  Sm)  erimea  thy  aacred  walla  dii^noe, 
InhalpdiTinathjInathow  canit  thon  place  1 
*  ThsMtmitMeBtofthiiEeittlautn  it  decorated  by  a  flgnreof  Hop«,&on 

■he  cUad  df  NoDekena,  ao  toantiAd  that,  wen  iti  poritka  mm*  tawmbU, 

it  ooaUaot  ha  to  MuiM  gaaeial  adnintim. 
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for  pnUic  tnspcctioii,  Um  Bodu  cf  Martyn,  witli  a 
tablet  expreasing  as  follows :  "  Rdiert  Gooderidge^  aoa  of 
"  James  Gooderidge,  blacksmitli,  bcwne  in  Wisbech, 
'*  deceased  in  Loodoa  on  Easter-day  I635f  gave  1^  his 
"  will  £  8.  to  bay  these  three  bo<^  of  vaaitya,  and 
"  to  have  them  set  in  the  church  of  Wisbech  aforesaid, 
"  which  was  performed  according  to  his  will  ia  the 
"  year  1636." 

On  the  parement  in  the  town  chancel  are  memorials 
to  the  fidlowing  ] 


R.  Stevins,  who  died  in  1696. 
Bui^  Finch,  in  1715. 
John  Finch,  in  1719. 
Rev.  Ba^ia  Finch,  in  1748. 
WiUiam  Ickwich,  in  1760. 
William  Skrimshire,  in  1814. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Charks  and  Eliiabeth  Met- 
calfe, in  1824. 
Thomas  Co(^  Ukarahant,  ia  1722. 
John  Cuthbert,  in  1728. 
Maiy  Purkis,  in  1734. 
Thomas  Bener,  in  1766. 

Saaaa,  wife  of  Edward  Cobb,  of  Snettiahan,  in  1733. 
William  Long,  in  1782. 
Edward  Stewart,  in  17d4. 

Also  a  slab  to  the  memory  of  George  Wortal,  and  Mary, 
his  wife,  only  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Uaslewood,  S.T.P., 
Judge  Advocate  in  king  Charles  the  Sd's  rwgn.  On  his 
i^ht  side  lies  Amey  Haslewood,  widow  of  the  said  Dr. 
John  Uaslewood,  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Worral,  (said  to 
havebeea  related  to  queen  Mary  and  quest  Anne)  died 
in  1736,  aged  75. 
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Over  one  of  the  arches  leading  into  the  other  chancel, 
is  a  monument  erected  by  Saiah  Delamore,  to  the 
memory  of  Mrs.  Amey  Worral,  out  of  respect  to  her 
excellent  virtues  and  disinterested  firiendship,  who  de- 
parted this  life  September  4th,  1795,  aged  60,  only 
daughter  of  Geoi^  Worral,  and  Mary,  his  wife. 

And  opposite  thereto,  on  the  south  w^I,  is  a  monu- 
meat  to  Isaac  Gann,  esq.  who  died  in  1763. 

Another  slab  commemorates  Nicholas  Sanfbrd,  des- 
cended from  an  ancient  and  rdigious  house  of  Sanford 
Hall,  in  Shropshire,  who  died  1636,  aged  75,  whereon 
is  the  following  inscription : 

"  He  was 
"  A  patteme  for  townesmen,  whom  we  may  enrole, 
"  For  at  his  own  charge  this  towne  bee  freed  oi  tole." 

In  the  aouth  aisle,  on  the  wall,  is  a  monument  to 
Ttieoi^ulus  Bnckwwth,  esq.  who  died  1698 ;  and  another 
to  his  wife  8aiah. 
Also  to  Admiral  Fox,  who  died  in  1763 ;  and 
Robert  Hanis,  apothecary  of  London,  who  died  in 
1722.* 

At  the  aouth-weet  wall,  near  to  the  hbrary,  is  a  monu- 
me»t  to  Dr.  Maasey,  who  died  in  1773,  aged  79,  descended 
from  a  very  ancient  and  respectable  (kmity  in  Cheshire : 
erected  by  Edward  Cross,  gent,  who  manied  his  only 
daughter  and  hetress. 


*  Mr.  H«ni*  wm  potMiwi  of  iha  «*ato  nlled  White  Ball,  a 
north  brink  u  WjdMcb. 
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Id  the  Bouth  uile,  adjoining  the  middle  aisle,  ara 


Eleanor  Taylor,  who  died  in  1751. 
Edward  Warmoll,  in  1772. 

In  the  croBs  aisle,  leading  to  the  south  wall : — 
Tfaomaa  Fox,  esq. 
Thomas  Abbott. 

In  the  south  aisle,  under  the  south  windows  : — 
Hugh  Maplesden,  who  died  in  1786. 
Robwt  Twells,  esq.  in  1730. 

At  the  west  end  : — 
Robert  Oamham,  who  died  in  1792. 
Catherine,  wife  of  James  Watson,  in  1822. 

On  the  north  side  of  one  of  the  naves,  are  two 
el^ant  modem  monoments ;  one  to  Maiy  Qytm, 
widow,  who  died  in  1811,  aged  83;  and  the  other  to 
Eliza,  William,  and  Thomas  Hardwicke,  daughter  and 
sons  of  Thomas  Hardwicke,  commander  of  the  Bengal 
artillery.* 

On  the  wall  of  the  north  aisle,  is  a  monument 
inscribed  to  William  Moore,  grandson  of  William 
Underwood,  esq.  who  was  one  of  the  bailifi  of  the 
Bedford  level  corpoiatioa,  a  deputy  lieutenant,  and 
justice  of  the  peace,  who  died  in  1802. 


ga  of  thu  maiitaiioai  officar,  (who  hu  lim 
ir  tha  titla  '  Biognphj.' 
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In  St.  Martin's  cbapd  are  nuMmmenU  to  Thomas 
Wood,  who  married  the  daughter  of  Charles  Vavazor, 

Also  to  the  said  Charles  Vavazor,  who  died  in  1750. 
Ako  Sir  Philip  Va:Tazor,*  who  died  in  1796. 
Also  Peter  East,  who  died  in  1713. 
Also  a  small  tablet  to  Alice  Watson,t  widow  of  Cooke 
Watson  esq.  who  died  24th  September  1808,  aged  79. 

In  the  cross  aisle,  at  the  entrance  of  the  norUi  door, 
are  fllabs  to  the  memory  of  Richard  Sheph^,  esq.  who 
died  in  1823,  and  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Usill,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  1805,  and  the  latter  in  1824,  with  Terioua 
others  more  recent,  besides  many  old  slabs  which, 
though  bearing  marks  of  inscripti(m,  are  too  much 
defaced  and  obliterated  to  be  deciphered. 

A  quotation  from  Addison  may  serve  &s  a  proper  con- 
clusion of  this  article  :  "  When  I  look  upon  the  tombs 
"  of  the  great,  every  emotion  of  envy  dies  in  me ;  when 
"  I  read  the  epitaphs  of  the  beautiful,  every  inordinate 
"  desire  goes  out ;  when  I  meet  with  the  grief  of  parents 
"on  a  tomb  stone,  my  heart  melts  with  compaBsion; 
"  when  I  see  the  toml»  of  parents  themselves,  I  consider 
"  Uie  vanity  of  grieving  for  those  whom  we  must 
"  quickly  follow." 


*  HensUgh  ihariff  of  the  cenntj  of  Cambridge  in  1761,  *md  kDtg;hted 
b;  liU  WiiMQ  m  curying  ap  the  addreu  on  tbe  coiouuioii. 

t  Alice  WatKHi  wmi  tlia  gnnd-dsogbter  of  Alice  Jermj,  de>cend«d 
from  JcAn  Jeimj,  knight,  by  Mugtret,  his  wife,  one  of  tha  dtnghtert  *Bd 
co-heirtMet  of  Roger  Bigott,eulof  Norfolk,  and  eul  m*r«b«ll  of  Ecghnd. 
tamp.  Edward  II.  Set  BlomGeld'a  Norfolk,  TitU  ■  Aybham,'  Alice  WitMB 
wu  the  venerable  mother  of  (be  compiler  of  tliii  work. 
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The  following  TieaM  of  l¥ul»ch  may  be  found  ^ 
record : 

POPISH.  A.D. 

William  de  TTorwold 1252 

Dr.  Rogers     1338 

John  Bolin 1349 

William  de  Newton   1384 

John  Judde  or  Rudcio    1401 

John  Ockham,  LL.D 1422 

William  Abyinton 

John  Clompain 1448 

John  Warkworth,  D.D 1472 

William  Gybbs 1473 

William  Donghty,  LL.  D.» 1494 

JohnWyatt   1503 

Robert  Cliffe,  LL.D 1525 

John  Cheesewiight    ■ 

WiUiam  Lord    1537 

William  Hande 1544 

HeniyOgI 1649 

Hugh  Mai^esson,  A.B 1564 

PROTESTANT. 

Matthew  Champion 1587 

Joehua  Blaxton.  B.D 1613 

Thomas  Emerson 1615 

Edward  Fumis,  A.M 1630 

WilliamColdwell 1661 

John  Bellamy,  A.M 1702 


'  He  WW  MCtoi  klic  of  Newton  in  149Si  anJ  reiigned  that  rectoij  ' 
1498  ;  alio  Toctoi  of  Elm  in  laOO,  indchULGeUoiaf  Ely. 
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Thomas  Cole,  A.M.*    1714 

Henry  Bull,  D.D 1721 

Henry  Burrough,LL.D 1749 

John  Warren,  D.D.f 1773 

James  Burelem,  LL-D-J 1779 

Hon.  and  Rev.  C.  Lindsay,  AM.%  1787 

Ctesar  Morgan,  D.D I79& 

Abraham  Jobson,  D.D 1802 

The  list  of  ricars  here  introduced  is  believed  to  be 
correct,  the  same  having  been  furnished  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Jobson ;  but  mention  is  made  of  a  vicar  named  "  Lee," 
in  Coles'  MSS<  in  the  troublesome  times  of  Charles  I. 
who,  in  December  1643,  was  accused  of  saying, — the 
parliament  had  wit  enough,  if  they  had  but  grace  enough 
to  use  it — of  calling  a  good  minister  (Mr.  Alleston) 
*'  brother  red  fiice" — of  drinking  prince  Rupert's  health, 
and  saying,  upon  the  loss  of  Gainsborough,  that  Crom- 
well, as  valiant  as  he  was,  turned  his  back  in  the  face  of 
his  enemies,  and  bid^his  soldi«s  shid  for  themselves ;  an^ 
of  preaching  against  extempore  prayer,  saying,  it  was 
vain  babbling.  Whereupon  it  is  said  that  his  living  of 
Wisbech  was  sequestered.  Some  error  has  probably 
c^ept  in,  as  to  this  gentleman  having  held  the  vicarage  (^ 
Wisbech,  or  of  its  bwag  sequestered  as  above-n)i^ti«Md, 
as  his  name  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  parish  raster, 
or  in  the  List  of  the  Wisbech  vicars. 

*  PromstcdtotbfldBaneiyof  Suwicli,  ud  dM  at  thedeanerf  hoasc 
6th  Febnuiy  1T31. 

t  Preftond  to  t^  litthopric  oT  8t.  Dirid'i  in  im,  ud  In  1783  tran*- 
laled  to  Baagor. 

J  Tbe  RcT.  Dr.  Bnnlam  wu  ■ppoiated  bj  bi*  nujM^  to  IIm  rican^, 
on  iU  becoming  Toid,  b;  the  election  of  tha  El.  Rot,  Dr.  WaiTBD,  pTofeTred 
lothcbisbopric  of  St.  David'*. 

§  Voungeil  ion  of  the  eitl  BalcariM,  aod  biothei  in  taw  to  (he  Rt.  Hon. 
tbp  m\  of  Ilacdwicke, — aow  biahop  of  Kildare,  in  Iteland. 
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Registen. 

The  r^stering  of  baptiBmB,  maniagea,  aod  baiials  in 
parishcB  commenced  with  the  reformation,  and  was 
inBtitated  by  lord  Cromwell  13tli  Henry  VIII.  1622, 
whilst  he  was  vicai^^neral  to  that  king-  By  the  canons 
of  the  church  of  England  now  in  force,  which  date 
their  authority  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king 
James  I.  1603,  one  of  them  prescribes  yery  minutely 
in  what  manner  entries  are  to  be  made  in  parish  registers, 
herein  reciting  the  injunctions  of  1538,  and  ordering  an 
attested  copy  of  the  rasters  to  be  annoally  transmitted 
to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese.  It  is  Maid  that  most 
registers  were  re-copied  at  Elizabeth's  succession,  that 
all  remains  of  popery  in  her  wster's  reign  might  be 
obliterated.  Very  few  have  been  preserved  in  a  more 
peH*ect  state  than  those  in  Wisbech  church,  commencing 
with  the  year  1568,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  register, 
there  is  the  appearance  of  their  having  been  trans- 
cribed. They  are  brought  down  to  the  present  day 
with  great  regularity.  From  these  registerB  an  extract 
has  been  carefiilly  made,  shewing  the  actual  number 
in  each  year  of  the  sereral  baptisms,  marriages,  and 
burials,  from  1668  to  1826  inclusive. 


Ynr. 

:z. 

BumU 

VeiT, 

^. 

Btuul* 

1668 

25 

7 

— 

1566 

63 

23 

3a 

1669 

39 

13 

43 

1667 

43 

18 

26 

1660 

48 

22 

40 

1668 

47 

23 

84 

1661 

46 

16 

60 

1669 

39 

15 

65 

1563 

67 

12 

33 

1670 

44 

21 

50 

1663 

48 

14 

31 

1671 

43 

14 

42 

1664 

66 

11 

36 

1672 

62 

10 

38 

1666 

34 

18 

46 

1673 

60 

14 

62 

*  It  hu  beeo  compoted,  there  ue  nine  birthi  to  two  murUgea.  Thlrtj- 
twojMi*  tn  nckoaed  to  ■  gancntioB.  it  the  end  of  wbich  period  the  whole 
Immin  isce  ii  nnewed.  It  ii  nid  iA.DOOOOO  of  nuiJuiid  die  ererjr  yiu, 
tSU  CTeij  hoot,  md  47  ereiy  muuite. 
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-    Ifi  die  year  1010,  u  a  remaikable  entry  n 
laptiBnu,  of  vUch  the  foUomog  is  a  transktiiui ; 

"2d  Jannaiy  1610.  Prndecce,  the  wife  ofWiBiam 
"  HoUiday,  a  woman  reniaikably  small,  brought  forth 
"  four  children  at  a  birth,  three  males  and  one  female, 
"  perfect  in  all  their  features,  of  whom  two  as  soon  a4  bora 
"  expired,  having  quicUy  measured  their  course  of  this 
"  life,  and  wore  committed  to  christian  burial ;  two, 
"  being  brought  for  baptism,  are  bound  in  the  sacrament 
"  of  regeneration,  namely,  Robert  the  son,  and  Elizabeth 
"  the  daughter  of  William  HoUiday,  and  washed  by 
"  solemn  rite  in  the  sacred  foat." 

It  is  observed,  that  there  are  annually  more  in  propor- 
ticffl  bwn  tban  die,  so  that  if  there  die  ten,  we  may  for  the 
most  part  reckon  that  there  are  twelve  bom.  By  the 
above  register,  however,  it  appears  that  from  1668  to 
1788,  (230  years)  there  were  more  burials  than  baptisms, 
and  from  that  period  to  1826,  (37  years)  there  we(e  more 
baptisms  than  burials.  To  what  is  the  late  excess  of 
births  over  burials  to  be  attribnted,  when  fi>mieriy  the 
reverse  was  generally  the  case  ? 

The  greatest  number  of  baptisms,  marriages,  and 
burials  in  any  one  year  appears  to  have  been  as  under : 


B-rii-..                      Miniin. 

BuUk 

A.D.                      A.D. 

A.D. 

In  leih cent.  1598    98  In  1694  ..  44 

1111687  ..  206 

nthcoit.  1664  163       1687  ..66 

1638  ..  348 

I8tb  cent.  1717  1861      1797  ..  78 

1727  .,  309 

Id  each  of  the  following  years — 1687,  1638,  1669, 
1680,  1704,  1718,  1719,  1720,  1728,  1736,  1741,  1801, 
the  burials  exceeded  tbe  number  of  two  handled. 
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lite  next  object  of  ancient  note  within  the  town  ta  th* 
conitractioa  of 

THE  BRIDOB 

over  the  great  river.  It  has  been  found  tmpractieable 
to  ascertain  at  what  period  a  bridge  was  firet  built  at 
Wiabech.  The  town  appean  from  very  remote  times  to 
have  stood  part  on  6ne  side,  and  part  oa  the  other  side  of 
the  river;  whence  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  a  more 
convenient  mode  of  commnnication  than  a  ferry  would  be 
early  estaUifih^.  And  that  such  a  mode  of  communi- 
cation did  in  &ct  exist  si»ne  years  prior  to  the  comm^ce- 
ment  of  the  fourteenth  centary  is  indigpntable,  inasmuch 
as  mention  is  made  of  the  ruinous  state  of  the  bridge  at  a.d. 
Wisbech  in  the  first  year  of  Edward  III.  when  John  1326. 
Hotham,*  bishop  of  Ely,   obtained  &  grant  of  a  custom 

*  Extnct  btm  tha  ncoida  of  tli*  coort  of  daacuy,  jattern)  in  Uw 
towei  of  LeodM,  5tlt  Edvwd,  iftar  th«  Mnqoaat,  John  Hotl«a,  Ihtft 


DtfniiUgit\Rnz.  TenenlnU   in        Of*  peiHagi-\'na   Xing  to  the  ri^t 

tfitftf    f ChiiBtopabriJohnn-  grmtaittfnr.   fttbcr   in   Chiut, 

Eliad    rni  nd«m  rntia  Eli-  ti«  MJbiprjohn,  bjthewBacncw 

rowan,  jma  u^aeopo  nits  ^  Ely.    ^bi«hop  of  Ely  g^raotln; : 

St«tii     qaod      nd       raquiiitlo-       Know   je,    that    at    your    raqnett, 

in    aid   of   amending    and  repairing 

tlie  hridgs  of  jam  town  of  Wjaa- 

bacha,     which      is     daeajred     aoA 

brokan,    aa    wa    an    inftmwd,    wg 

hava    granted    to    yon,    that   ftoia 

acxto  die  Aprilia  proiinw  fbtori       the      S6th     April     Belt    enaning, 

wqoe  ad  finam  triom  annoram       to      the      end     of      threa     yean 

tone  praiina  aaqnantinm  planar       than      next      Ibllawingi      to       b« 

GOsplet     cqaada    per     Banaa       lUly    MMplalad,    y   take    by    tb« 

'iUuuM  de  qoibM  can£ditia  da       hasda     of     thoM    in      when     ya 

reboa      lenaUbia     ad     randoB       conSda,       of      lUap      fin      aah 

s2 
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or  tax  on  all  saleable  goods  gcung  into  the  town  of 
Wisbech,  such  as  horses,  bay,  com,  Sec.  for  the  space 
of  three  years,  Which  custom  or  tax  was  declftred  to  be 
80  specially  granted  for  the  purpose  of  doing  reparation  to 
the  bridge  of  Wisbech,  at  that  time  minous.  About  one 
A.n.    bnndred  years  after  this  period,  all  who  had  lands  in  the 

1426.  Old  Market  were  on  an  inquisition  ordered  to  contribute  to 
the  repairs  of  the  bridge.  It  is  evident,  by  examining 
various  documents  and  inquisitions  taken  for  seventy  iff 
eighty  years  afterwards  before  the  commissiMierB  of  sewers, 
wherein  Wisbech  high  bridge  is  repeatedly  mentioned, 
that  at  Boqie  time  the  lord  bishop  of  Ely,  and  the  land- 
holders of  the  north  side  of  the  river  of  Wisbech,  and 
the  township  there ;  and  at  other  times  the  bishop  of 
Ely,  and  the  inha;bitant8  and  landholders  within  the 
hundred  of  Wisbech,    were    considered   liable   to  the 

1533.  lepain.  In  the  year  1633,  an  inquisition  was  taken 
before  the  conmuBsioneni  of  sew«s  as  follows :  "  That 
"  the  great  bng^  of  Wysbiche,  called  the  High  Brigge, 
"  is  in  decay  for  Jack  of  making  of  the  pavement,  and 
"  also  that  the  south  east  pier  is  likely  to  fidi  into  the 
"  river,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  made  by  the  bishop  of 


TiDam  iiTs    aA   forma    ejaadem  coming    to    tlie   town,    or    to    tbp 

tiUk   venientibai   conraetndinei  uuket  of  the  nid  town,  the  cuitoma 

■ubicrlptai  Tu.  tec.  Et  idio  lobii  Iblkiwiiig,  that  U  to  wj,   Etc.  tnd 

mandimui  quod  piedicta*    con-  tlMiefim,    wa    rrm,ir,mnA    yog    that 

■uetudinei  usq  at  tinem  anDoram  yt    take   the    albraaaid  enitoma    to 

predictornm  capiatia  ucnl  pre-  the   end  of  the  jein  afcieaaid,   u 

dictum  eat  complatia  antem  annii  ia  abore    mendoned ;   bat  the    Mid 

predictii    diets    conaQeCadiaea  yean  being  completed,  let  the  aaid 

penitua     ceuent    et    deainant  cnatoma    cease  and    be  at   an  end> 

In  mjaa  &c.  In  witneea,'  &c. 

y  ipium  n^m  tt  Coniiliui  By  Ui  King  imd  CobiinI. 
Tbli  doLumeot  waa  funiahed  U  the  compiler  b;  Steed  Girdlealone,  eaq. 
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*'  Ely,  and  the  landholders  of  the  north  side  of  the  river 
"  of  WjBbiche,  and  the  township  there." 

At  another  time  presentment  was  made,  ."  that  thei  A.n. 
"  great  brigge  of  the  towne  of  Wysbiche  was  in  decay,  1571. 
*'  wherefore  we  will  that  it  be  snfficieatly  repaired  and- 
"  amended  by  the  lord  bishop  of  Ely,  and  all  the  whole 
"  inhabitants  and  landholders  within  the  hundred  of 
"  Wysbiche,  viz.  the  lord  bishop  for  one  part,  and  all 
"  the  aforesaid  townships  for  two  parts, — every  town 
"  acdwding  to  the  rate  of  thur  tenure."  In  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  body  corporate  of  Wisbech,  dated  9th 
September  1683,  an  order  is  made,  "  that  the  carpenters  1683. 
"  and  laborers  shoold  b^in  to  work  upon  the  great 
"  bridge  of  Wysbiche ; "  and  in  January  following, 
thoe  was  an  agreement  that  the  collectors  of  the  tnidge 
ehonld  gather  the  fourth  of  the  sum  assessed  on  every; 
person  within  the  town  of  Wisbech,  for  the  sum  of 
£  7.  16f.  of  them  to  be  gathered  and  collected  of  the . 
inhabitants,  the  assessment  fo^  the  building  thereof,  the 
whde  charge  whereof  was  £61. 4f.  lOd.  of  which  the 
queen's  part  was  assessed  at .  £33.  Bt.  and  but  £  30. 
being  paid,  there  was  to  be  distrained  for  the  queen's 
part  £3.  8f.  The  eonunissioners  of  sewers  resolved,  in  1566. 
this  year,  that  the  bishop  of  Ely  should  de&ey  one  third 
partof  the  expense  of  keeping  the  bridge  in  repair.  After. 
the.incorpoTation  of  the  bu^esses,  the  town  ofWisbecb  1612. 
was  indicted  for  not  repairing  the  bridge,  which  in- 
dictment the  burgesses  traversed  at-  the  ^peose  of 
the  town.  At  the  same  time  the  inhabitants  took 
some  pains  in  aearchiog  the  tower  recrads,  but  the 
result  is  not  stated.  At  length  a  bridge  was  ordered 
to  be  .built,  and  the  justices  appointed  a  treasurer  for 
leceiving    all    the    monies  to  be    levied    within   the- 
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hundred  of  Wiri>ech,  "  for  the  new  making  of  the  great 
"bridge,"  and  a  rate  oiF£90.  was  laid  upon  the  town. 
Some  diffictdty  afterwacda  arose  as  to  the  fencing  of  the 
end  thereof,  when  it  was  dechred  that  it  should  be 
at  the  charge  of  the  hundred,  which,  it  was  conceived, 
ought  to  do  it.  Hie  bridge  then  erected  was  of  wood, 
and  on  its  being  stated  that  a  brick  wall  would  be 
necessary  at  the  foot,  the  corporation  took  that  charge 
upon  thonselvea,  t(^;ether  with  the  assessment  made, 
with  an  usderstandii^  "  that  it  should  be  no  precedent 
"  in  future,  bnt  that  Elm  and  the  towns  oTWell  *  should 
"contribute  to  maintaining  the  bridge  as  ' formerly." 
When  the  bridge  again  began  to  go  to  min,  an  order 
A.D.  of  sessions  was  made  "  that  the  bridge  b«ng  in  decay, 
1637.  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  hundred  of  Wisbech  were  and 
"  ought  to  repair  the  same/'  and  the  jnsticefl  made  a 
rate  according  to  the  ancient  manner  of  ratage,  for  the 
speedy  repairing  of  the  bridge,  and  appointing  surrejrors 
for  the  work,  with  a  treasurer  to  receive  the  monies 
assessed.  Doubts,  howerer,  still  existing  as  to  the 
liability  of  the  parties  actually  bound'  to  repair,  an 
indictment  was  directed  to  be  preferred  against  the 
hundred,  and  counsel  were  retained  accordingly  to  try 
the  qnestion  at  the  asszes.  The  event,  however,  is  as 
b^ore  neglected  to  be  recorded,  though  a  resotutimi 
of  the  body  corporate  is  entered  into,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  process  for  levying  issues  on  the  town,  as  to  the 
repuTB ;  which  is  followed  up  by  another  order  to  provide 
timber  to  repair,  "  on  behalf  of  the  bishop  of  £]y,  the 
"  country,  and  the  burgesses."    There  are  several  orders 

•  Among  ths  aatuM  raconia  is  tlia  bid  liubop'i  ttptOj  ii  u  satiy 
•1  filllowl  i  "  Thit  tha  m«a  of  WsIU  vara  bound  to  fcroiib  Gtb  boMS 
"  to  tna^Mt  tha  blAop  and  Ua  ndta  bom  Wiibmih ;  and  if  tha  fra 
"boatawMaMtanacknl,  Ott  AaaaiofWMNKhwan  to  1^7  &» 
"  laadBo  Mctwarj." 
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«D  tfia  cofpcHrfttion  bodki  after  this  period,  directing 
wwkmen  to  repair,  and  agreeii^  with  otiiere  for  the 
bridge  being  kept  in  repair,  fwaeTea years,  at  a  certain  a-d. 
•muial  um;  and  in  1651,  one  hnndred  pounds  were  1651. 
paid  by  4he  cwporation  towards  building  the  bridge 
«Ter  the  greai  riyat.  In  t&«  year  1729,  a  petition  of  1729. 
^te  JBStices  i^  ibe  peace,  merchants,  land-owners,  and 
chief  inhabitants  t^  Wisbech,  was  presentad  to  the 
house  of  comnwns,  aetdng  fiHrUi  that  the  roads  from 
Tid  Oote  to  Wisbech,  and  thmce  to  Qnyhim  fmy,  on 
Ha  sooth  side  of  Wisbech  river,  were  very  much  out 
of  repair,  and  almost  impassable,  being  a  Teiy  great  road 
fyt  wBgg«His,  boast,  and  sheep  to  London,  which  were 
oU^od  to  go  over  Wiibeeh  Mdge,  which  roads  and 
bridge  bad  been  a  peat  and  continual  charge  to  the 
ne^hbourhood,  and  praying,  amongst  other  things,  that 
|wwer  mi^t  be  granted  to  impose  a  reasonable  toll  for 
the  effeotnal  repair  of  the  said  roads,  as  well  as  Wubech 
twidge.*  This  petitioa  was  not  productive  of  any 
beneflcial  result,  eitiier  as  to  the  future  support  of  the 
bridge,  at  amendment  of  the  roads  at  that  period.  The 
jffogress  <tf  lime  naturally  led  to  the  decay  oi  the  frail 
materials  <tf  which  the  ancient  stnictuiewas  composed, 
which  becoming  at  length  in  a  most  ruinous  condition, 
it  was  reaolved,  on  a  view  being  taken  by  the  corpcvation,  1766. 
by  whom  its  iiuecure  state  was  admitted,  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  proceed  with  the  reatoratifm  of 
the  old  bridge  to  any  effect,  but  Uiat  it  would  be  desirable 
te  erect  one  of  more  durable  materials,  so  that  it  was 
detenained  to  take  the  old  erection  down,  and^  build  a 
new  one  of  stone.  The  aame  was  agreed  to  be  of  one 
jtfeh,.ifpiaoticaUe,  and  to  be  in  the  situation  where  the 
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A.D.  old  bridge  then  stood,  if  it  could  be  done  witlumt  pre- 
1757.  judice  to  the  navigation.  A  plan  was  drawn  and  laid 
before  the  town  hall,  and  the  burgesaes  at  luge  ime 
called  upon  to  meet  in  common  hall,  and  to  auent  to  or 
dissent  from  bonowing  trnmey  by  the  capital  bntgcasea 
upon  their  lands  and  tenement!,  towards  defraying  the 
expenses  of  building  the  said  bridge,  which  was  then 
determined  upon,  and  £.  120U.  were  ordered  to  be 
borrowed  on  the  coloration  revenues.  A  plan  and 
elevation  were  now  delivered  in,  which  were  submitted  to 
Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  James)  Burrough,  master  c^  Caius 
CoUc^,  Cambridge,  touching  the  strength  and  width 
thereof,  with  a  request  for  his  opinion,  whethv  the 
arch  were  of  such  curvature  as  would  be  likely  to  stand 
and  answer  the  purpose  of  a  bridge ;  who  ap[Mronng 
thereof,  a  contract  was  entered  into  for  £  1760.  and 
the  materials  of  the  old  bridge.  A  feny  and  floating 
bridge  were  provided,  with  a  horse  boat  to  ply  irom  the 
175S.  White  Hart  inn,  on  the  north  brink,  the  corporattoo 
having  regulated  the  fares.  The  work  then  commenced, 
and  the  first  atone  was  laid,  with  an  inscription  enured 
on  a  plate  as  follows ; 

Ex  Ligneo 
Suirexit  Lapideua 

A.D.  1758. 
Esto  perpetuus. 

In  the  progress  of  the  work,  the  estimate  was  finmd 
insufficient,  and  upon  a  meeting  of  the  borgesseai,  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  borrowing  £  500.  more,  it  wm 
unanimously  agreed  to.  The  work  then  proceeded  with 
1769.  spirit,  and  was  satisfactorily  completed.  The  bridge  thus 
erected  is  worthy  of  admiration.     It  fonos  a  I 
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cUiptkal  aich  of  seventy-two  feet  ■pan.  The  principd  ob- 
jecti<Hi  lies  to  the  width,  the  Bfaea  within  the  baliulrades 
being  80  confined  as  not  to  allow  two  carmgea  to  psas 
•t  the  suae  time.  Thia  inconvenience  is  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged by  all,  and  might  be  remedied,  in  which  case  the 
bridge  would  become  admired,  as  much  for  its  coavo- 
nience  as  it  is  now  for  its  el^nnce.  Bat  aU  partial 
meliorations  are  now  suspended,  on  account  of  the 
important  works  in  contemplation,  in  i>q;ard  to  the 
improvement  of  the  river  and  the  paaaage  of  the  waters 
throngh  the  town,  which  may  probably  render  it 
necesaary  to  ronove  the  bridge  itself,  and  enct  another 
of  ^rger  dimenmooa.  The  present  stone  bridge  having 
by  time  and  accidents  fallen  into  decay,  the  liability  .a.d. 
1^  repair  again  became  a  qnestitm,  whether  the  isle  of  1813. 
Ely  <ff  the  body  c<wporate  was  the  responsible  party. 
And  for  the  porpose  of  bringing  the  question  to  a  final 
issue,  not  only  for  the  present  bnt  future  repairs,  an 
indictment  was  preferred  at  Cambridge  Tanmrmii  assizes, 
1S13,  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  isle,  and,  on  trial 
bofore  a  jury  thoe,  it  was  determined  by  ^e  court,  that 
the  repairs  done  by  the  corporation  from  time  to  time 
discharged  the  said  inhabitants,  and  fixed  the  burthen 
on  the  COTporation  for  ev» ;  for  that  if  that  body 
were  not  originally  liable,  they  had  furnished  evidence 
i^ainst  themselves,  so  as  to  make  them  now  liable, 
unless  stnmger  evidence  could  be  adduced  to  fix  the 
expense  on  the  isle  at  large. 

THE  GUILD  HALL. 

Wlulst  tlte  guild  or  fratemi^  of  the  holy  trinity 
exwcised  its  anthority  in  the  town,  the  members  held 
their  meetings  at  a  public  hall  or  room,  the  description 
of  which  is  so  uncertain,  that  it  is  difficult  now  to 
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A.D.    cUscbver    where   it   wu    aetotlly  ntoated.      Aiiioi^;rt 

1379.  tile  ftnt  proceedings  of  the  gnild,  a  sum  of  money  U 
meatioDed  to  be  paid  for  onMnnntiiig  the  hall,  and  io 

-1473.  1473,  the  gaild  gave  oiden  for  the  pmehaBrng  of  two 
hundred  reed  for  the  repair  of  tbor  hall,  wfaich>  though 
it  doM  not  cborey  any  idea  of  a  magnificent  building, 

1477.  MiU  accords  with  the  aimplici^  of  early  times.  la  1477, 
"nionias  Bariter  is  stated  to  appear  brfinv  the  vicar,  and 
oth»  co-f(Bten,  in  the  guild  haU  t^  the  holy  trioity,  to 

1624.  gnQtcertain  alms  in  pe^tulty.  In  the  year  1624, 
every  brother  and  sister  were  ordered  to  give  their  atten- 
tUmice, '  ahd  come  to  the  "  guild  hall  "  every  year,  and  to 
go  with  die  alderman  tram  the  said  ball  to  the  church. 

164S.  When  ling  Edmtd  VI.  giBsted  his  charter,  he  directed 
that  the  inhabitants  shonid  meet  at  a  certain  house  in  the 
towncaDed  the  ** common  hall."  And  at  the  time  the 
^umeesidnsofthte  guild  fellintotfafe  hands  of  the  king,  one 
WilHam  BeUman  is  stated  to  have  built  an  eSeemoainary 

1683.  house, ctlledin modem  language  a gdild hall.  In  1663, 
an  entry  is  recorded  "  concerning  the  liouse  to  be 
"  fnrAiriied  for  the  meeting  oT  the  ten  men,"  WfaMi  it 
is  conjectured  was  ihe  honse  g^ven  by  WilHanl  BeHmail, 
and'  appfoprieLted  for  the  porpoee  of  a  townliall,  Irhtteio 
the  body  c6tporate  should  hold  their  public '  mefttings. 

1586.  -Very  Abttly  aftet,  viz.  in  1686,  the  town  was  iliiided 
into  tea" wsrdi;  with  a  patticOlac  description  of  each,  in 
one  <^i*hich  it  it  ahbwncleal'ly'tbattbetbwta  hall  was 

1651.  situated  in  "  Shippe  Lane,"*^  aiid  about  uxty-fivcr  years 
after  this,  period,  John  Crane,  Esq.f   gave  £100.  for 

*  TbU  old  town  hill  ud  gnmaui  ickwl  in  Ship  L»ne  In  now  inmdtd 
to  be  entirelf  pulled  down,  uul  the  gnnmd  thrown  open  for  ■  public  road. 
See  Ibrther,  ■  Onmmv  School '  (next  ch^iler.) 

t  S«e  Ctue'i  win,  iitei  SEth  Jtoe  IfiSl,  nwDpt  the  'hblie 
'CbHttiM.' 
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nakiog  additionB  to  the  ball,  wherein  the  captal 
burgesses  met  to  transact  their  pnblic  business,  which 
donatioD  is  well  ksoWn  by  documents  to  hare  been 
expended  in  the  erecting  of  «n  additional  room  at  the  back 
•f  the  old  grammar  school,  on  the  north  side  of  Ship 
Ltne,  which  continued  to  be  nsed  as  the  common  hall  a.d. 
for  all  paUic  purposes  until  the  year  1810,  when  it  1810. 
being  found  inconvenient  in  many  respects,  the  capital 
bu^esses  resolved  to  set  apart  the  large  room  in  the 
building  then  recently  erected  by  them  under  the  same 
roof  as  the  custom  house,  (and  built  itt  the  expense 
of  the  Capital  bnrgesses)  to  foe  used  in  future  fM"  the 
purposes  of  all  their  public  meetings,  and  to  be  called 
the  "  new  town  hall ;"  and  the  town  anus,  which  are  the 
cross  keys,  (the  emblem  of  St  Peter)  and  the  paiDting  oi 
Edward  VI.  were  removed  firom  the  old  hall,  and  placed 
in  the  new  one,  together  with  the  portnit  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jobson. 

THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL 

Is  upon  the  same  ute  whereon  the  old  town  hall  stands, 
«o  the  north  side  of  Ship  Lane,  in  the  front  thereof, 
bat  the  original  erection  and  appropriation,  both  of  the 
building  for  the  school  and  the  master's  house,  are 
-enveloped  in  the  same  mystery  as  the  guild  hall.  It  ia 
not  improbable  that  it  was  the  ^fl  of  William  Bellman, 
about  1549.  The  guild  of  the  holy  trinity  is  before 
shown  to  hare  been  founded  in  3d  Richard  II.  and  1379. 
confirmed  by  him  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  r^gn,  for 
several  religions  purposes,  and,  amongst  other  things,  for 
a  free  school  there,  "  to  educate  and  bring  up  youths." 
The  first  time  the  name  of  the  schooltnaater  appears 
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A.D.  in  the  corporatiDD  recorda  ii  in  1506,  when  an  order  ww 
1506.  made  that  "  the  achoolniBBter  ^ould  have  eight  mark* 
"sterling  fw  his  wages,"  plainly  indicating  that  the 
appointment  waa  not  recent,  and  indeed  in  Coles'  MSS. 
the  name  of  "  Jacob  Cresner  "  is  found  as  master  in 
1446.  The  inhabitants  of  Wisbech  arailed  tfaemselveB 
of  the  fouodatioD  of  this  school,  in  their  solicitation  for 
a  re-grant  of  the  possession^  of  the  guild  of  the  holy 
trinity  at  the  time  of  its  dissolution.  And  it  is  provided 
by  the  charter  of  Edward  VI.,  that  there  should  be  a 
school  or  pwmitnent  place  of  leanung  in  the  town,  for 
the  instruction  of  boys  and  young  men  in  grammatical 
knowledge  and  polite  learning,  at  in  tke  udd  town  had 
theretofore  &een  acaittomed ;  and  that  there  should  be 
thenceforward  suj^Mirted  there  for  erer,  a  schoolmaster, 
learned  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  imbued 
with  virtuous  momls,  to  instruct  such  youths ;  and  that 
the  master  should  have  for  his  salary  and  stipend  annually 
of  the  burgesses,  £12.  The  capital  burgesses  were 
also  empowered  to  nominate  and  appoint  the  schoolmaster, 
with  the  approbation  of  any  other  ten  bai^esBea,  as 
often  as  the  mastership  should  become  vacant.  And 
the  bishop  of  Ely  for  the  time  being  has  the  "  visitation, 
"  refonnation,  and  correction,"  as  well  of  the  school- 
master, as  of  the  school,  and  on  the  quadrennial  visitations 
of  his  lordship  in  this  deanery,  the  senior  boy  of  the 
school  delivers  a  Latin  oration  in  his  lordship's  presence. 
1^28.  In  1628,  Thomas  Parke,  esq.  left,  by  his  will,  twenty- 
eight  acres  of  land  in  Elm.  Four  acres  of  land  In  Wisbech 
were  allotted  to  the  school  from  the  common  of  Crabb 
marsh ;  and  John  Crane,  esq.  in  1651,  left  a  further 
addition  "  to  amend  the  schoolmaster's  wages,"  by 
giving  him   a. moiety  of  the  rents  of  the  Black  Bull 
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estate,*  which  vu  veated  in  the  capital  bnrgeBsea  for 
that  purpose,  and  which  moiety  produced  at  the  time 
£20.  per  annum,  and  it  is  still  paid  by  them,  although 
the  pramiBea  were  sold  in  the  year  1801,  under  the  act 
fw  redemption  of  the  land  tax.  Mr.  PariLe  also  founded 
four  bye  feUowehipe  of  £  16.  per  annum  each,  at  Peter- 
house,  Cambridge,  and  four  Bcholarshipa  of  £.  10.  per 
annum  each.  For  this  purpose,  btnds  and  tenements  in 
Wisbech,  Leverii^iton,  Gnyhirn,  and  Elm,  were  con- 
veyed to  the  college.  The  hnrs  of  Mr.  Parke  were  to 
Dominate  the  fellow^  alternately  with  the  college  j  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  preference  reserved  for 
the  inhabitants  tA  Wisbech,  as  to  the  appointments  to 
either  of  these  foundations.  In  1638,  Mr.  William  a.d. 
Holmes,  of  the  city  of  Exeter,  directed  by  deed  £400.  to  1638. 
be  laid  oat  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  partly  for  the  poor, 
and  partly  for  two  scholars  at  St,  Mary  Magdalen  college, 
Cambridge ;  aAerwards,  by  his  will  dated  2d  April  1656, 
he  directed  that  the  land  purchased  with  this  money 
should  be  appropriated  to  the  scholars  only.  Lands  in 
Holbeach,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  were  bought  widi 
this  bequest,  which  are  now  let  for  £60.  per  armum. 
In  addition  to  this  real  property,  the  scholarship  fund  in 
the  three  per  cent,  consols  amounts  to  £  2200.  3i.  2dL 
stock,  bendeseaafa  inthe  accountant  general's  bands  for 
en  unapplied  balance  of  £160.  li.  XOd.  after  the 
recent  purchase  of  £  166.  19*.  stock,  nese  sums  are 
the  produce  of  savings  which  hare  been  made  when  the 
scholarships  were  not  full.  The  scholarships  are,  thero- 
foie,  at  this  time  worth 

•  No«nUedtb«NewIiia. 
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£.  I.  d. 

For  rent 60  0  0 

Interest  of  £  2200. 3>.  2(f.  stock  66  0  0 

Ditto  of  £  166. 19*.  farther  stock  5  0  6 
Unapplied  balance  oF  £  160.  It. 

\0d.   Btfoiirpercent 9  8  7 


Or  £70.  43.  Gd.  each.  The  result  of  a  chancery  suit 
about  uxty  years  since  placed  those  fbnds  in  the 
hands  of  the  accountant  general  of  that  court.  The 
scholarships  are  triable  only  by  boys  bom  in  the  town 
of  Wisbech,  and  educated  for  at  least  three  years  in  this 
school.  The  appointment  to  them  restA  with  the  capital 
bui^esses  and  the  master  jointly.  The  Ker.  Jeremiah 
Jackson,  M.A.  held  the  office  of  head  master  for  a 
period  of  twenty-three  yean,  with  the  highest  honour 
and  integrity,  in  the  instruction  of  others  in  knowledge 
andTirtoe;  and  upon  his  resignation  at  Michaehnaa  1826, 
the  cafutal  buigesses  elected  *  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Major, 


1794,  MTwal  («>fida(M  ofltred  theniMlTei  fin  iha  fpohrtwatj  irtwn 
the fcOowmg  lattawu  dUnMad  la tlu  tbaa towa bailiff,  is  Mowqneace 
of  adToUBiitikain  th«  adTettiMment : 


"  Hsring  beto  inlbnned  tluit  *  rtcttcj  bad  ttkwt  ^im 
"  fci  Ae  mMtsnUp  of  the  frre  gnanntT  ichool  of  Wiiboch,  I  pnipwtd 
"  mfutf  a  cipdiditB,  and  iadiaed  jon  '"'^—~''-'*  of  bj  qaaliBcatioBi  bj 
"  ImI  poat,  bat  obaerriiig  by  as  adrertjaemant  in  the  Geneial  EvBaiag  Foat, 
"  (which  I  hnairith  aand  joo)  that  yon  iatend  piocaediiig  to  the  otmCtM 
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of  Trinity  eoQege,  Cunbrit^,  to  succeed  him,  a  geatle- 
nna  who  staada  reiy  emioAQt  for  leaming,  and  whose 
te«tiinoiiial»  gave  abundaot  y»oof  of  hia  moral  worth,  good 
deportmoDt,  and  qnalificatioB  for  Bnch  an  appointment. 
The  9cho(d  is  open  to  the  bop  resident  in  the  town  foe 
cluBical  inatrnctioa,  free  of  expenae.  There  is  no  re- 
striction as  to  the  Bg«  of  admission,  or  the  time  of 
snpennnoation.  On  the  late  recent  appointment,  the 
cwporate  body  made  some  alterationB,  which  were  con-< 
sidered  as  more  beneficial  to  the  master.  The  r^ular 
stipend  isabont  £  100.  per  annam  ;  but  the  corpontioD 
propoeed,  that'  in  addition  they  wonld  pay  the  lates  and 
taxes  for  the  school  house  and  premises,  and  allow  the 
master  for  teaching  a  nomber  of  boys,  not  exceeding 
twenty,  to  be  nominated  by  the  corporation,  in  the  ^"g*"^ 
language,  and  in  writing  and  arithmetic,  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  shillings  per  quarter  for  each.  Boys,  being  sons  of 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  are  still  to  be  educated  in  the 
Greek  and  Latin  tongues  gratuitously.  The  master  is  to 
be  at  liberty  to  iosteuct  in  the  English  language,  writing 
and  arithmetio,  boys  not  included  in  the  corporation  list, 
and  to  receive  any  others  as  boardeis  or  day  soholars 
upon  his  own  terms.  The  master  of  the  school  is  also  paid 
^fat  guineas  per  annum  for  accommodating  the  chief 
justice  of  the  isle  daring  the  assizea  with  lockings,  bat 

"  Af  tha  auatar  on  tin  11th  Jmbduj  >«xt,  I  dediiM  bsing  a  candUate, 
"Md  k«g  l«n«  to  btmm  job,  tbu  I  donotfMtajwlf  qniUpMpuei 
"fir  tit  kmmirtfmtnipdm. 


••  Yovr  BwM  obadirat,  hiahlB  Mnut, 

"   J.BoBtT." 

"  To  tlw  Ca^Ul  BvrgMKa  oT  Wiibech." 

The  word  '  uKMliM '  via  of  cootm  saMt  iniUtd  of  ■  alactioa.' 
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this  payment  is  not  made  to  the  master  as  cnch,  nor 
has  it  any  connexion  with  the  eniolnments  of  his  ofice. 
The  dwelling  bouse  wluch  the  masto'  has  heretofiwc 
enjoyed  with  the  school  is  at  this  time  in  so  dilapi- 
dated a  state,  as  scarcely  to  be  fit  for  the  reception 
of  a  family  and  papils.  Upon  the  recmt  vacancy, 
the  corporation  directed  the  buildings  to  be  surreyed, 
when  they  were  reported  to  be  in  bo  ruinous  a  con- 
dition, ^at  it  would  bean  useless  expenditure  of  money 
to  attempt  to  put  them  in  decent  repair ;  it  therefore 
became  a  question,  whether  if  another  house  and  school 
were  to  be  erected,  the  old  site  should  not  be 
abandoned  alt^^ether,  it  being  sn^ested,  that  if  the 
structure  now  standing  were  pulled  down,  and  the  space 
thrown  open  to  form  a  new  approach  to  the  maricet 
place,  direct  firom  the  Lynn  road,  it  would  constitnte 
a  most  important  improvement.  The  town  bailiff,* 
therefore,  called  a  meeting  of  the  capital  and  other 
buigesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  consider 
upon  a  plan  for  remedying  the  inconveniences  com- 
plained of,  eitha  by  repturing  or  rebuilding  the 
present  erections  or  otherwise,  when  it  was  resolved, 
at  a  nnmonua  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  heM  on  th« 
13th  November  1826,  that,  considering  the  dilajn- 
dated  coodititm  of  the  school  house,  and  the  great 
chaige  of  putting  it  into  a  perfect  state  of  repair, 
it  would  be  expedient  not  only  to  rebuild  the  boose 
and  scho(d,  but  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  provide 
a  more  extensive  and  commodious  site  for  the 
same,  and  to  throw  open  the  present  premises, 
or  a  sufficient  part  thereof,  as  a  public  road  from  the 

■  Winiu  Oitos,  cwj. 
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market  {dace  acron  the  tUd  hano  fair  and  canal,  to  the 
Lynn  road ;  and  that  a  part  of  th«  premisea  at  the  end 
of  the  [MnpoBed  new  road,  at  .the  entiance  th»n  Lynn, 
would  fonn  a  convenient  aituatum  for  a  new  house  and 
school.  To  effect  all  which  improvements,  it  waa 
eetimated  that  the  sum  of  £4000.  would  be  required, 
and  as  the  corporation  funds  were  stated,  to  be  inadequate 
at  this  time  to  meet  the  charges  contemplated,  it  became 
necessary  to  raise  such  sum  by  loan,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  were  invited  to  lend  nwnies  to  the  corporation 
for  tnch  purpose,  in  shares  of  £50.  each ;  and  upon 
a  subscription  being  forthwith  opened,  £3000.  was 
qoickly  advanced,  and  the  remaining  sum  to  make  up 
the  £  4000.  was  soon  raised.  There  is  no  second  master 
upon  the  (iiundation.  Amcmg  the  distinguished  charac- 
ters who  have  been  educated  at  this  school,  may  be 
ennmerated 

Thomas  Herring,  D.B.  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
The  Hon.  Chailes  Dalrymple  Lindsay,  son  of  the  earl 

of  Balcairas,  now  bishap  of  Kildare,  and  brother 

in  law  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  earl  of  Hardwicke. 
Oeneral  Sic  Charles  Wale,  K.C.B.,  Thetford. 
Coltmal  Alexander  Malcolm,  (an  officer  of  distinction) 

now  dead. 
Thonas  Clariuon,  esq.  of  Bury,    (the   well  known 

atrennous  asaerter  of  the  abolition  of  slavery.) 

31ie  fidlowing  names  of  the  muten  of  Uie  grammar 
aehool  remain  on  neord  : 

A.D.  A.D. 

1446  Jacob  Cresoer,*    i    IdSO  Thonas  Lowthe, 

1648  Henry  O^e,  John  Power, 

1664  Mr.  Rastall,  I    1630  William  Frisney, 

•  ColM-  MS8. 
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1689  QwrgB  Fruney, 
1078  FnnciB  Fern,  M.  A. 

1690  Thomas Johiiaoa,M. A. 
Ifi97  Tfaomaa  Carter,  Fellow 

of    King's     Ck^Iege, 

Cambridge, 
1737  John  Newaon,  Clerk, 
1731  Richard  Foster,  Clerk, 


A.D. 

1749  John  ClaAson,  Clerk.* 
1766  Richard  Gavin,  Clerk, 
1796  MvtinCoalcher,Cl«k,t 
1803  Jeremiah  Jaduon,M. A. 

of  St.  John's  Cdlege^ 

Cambridge, 
1826  J.  R.  Major.    M.  A. 
of    Trinity     College, 

Cambridge. 


THE  GAOL. 

Whilst  the  ancient  caatle  was  kept  np  as  a  fortress, 
Bome  part  thereof  mtlun  the  walls  was  allotted  for  the 
nse  of  a  prison ;  and  it  is  shewn  that  assize*  wera  held 
in  tiie  mote  hall,  and  the  goTemw  oi  the  castle  was 
answerable  for  the  safety  of  the  prisoners  committed  to 
the  gaol  there.  Sir  Andrew  Ogard,  in  1462,  and  Sir 
James  Hobard,  in  1494,  were  each  fined  £6,  for  the 
escape  of  felons.;(  A  farther  proof  also  of  the  antiquity 
of  a  prison's  having  been  maintained  in  this  town  is, 
that  the  Right  Rer.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Ely,  the  lord  of 
the  franchise,  in  his  appointment  of  "  the  chief  bafliff 
"  for  the  isle  of  Ely,"  grants  to  the  chief  bailiff  two 
several  patentx,  for  the  custody  not  tmly  of  t^e  gaol  of 
the  said  bishop,  in  the  ci^  of  Ely,  within  his  barton 
there,  but  also  of  the  prisui  and  gaol  of  Wisbech,  and 
the  prisoners  there  imprisoned,  and  to  be  thereafter 
imprisoned,  8tc.  which  form  has  been  nsed  and  continued 
for   time  immemorial.      Upon   dismantling  the  castle, 

■  Tlie  ttihet  of  ThomuCIaTkian,  Mq.  bvfare  msatioaed. 
t  On  the  electioB  of  tbii  geatlemui;  Uwra  wu  an  equalitjr  oT  tMci, 
wbea  the  capital  bq^eiMi  draw  loU.wbkhwu  dona  bj  thaderfc. 
t  TlMgiol«r'«itip«Bdtli«awa*lt.6rf.  poiwBik, 
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it  is  probable  the  pristHi  fell  into  decay,  and  as  a  gaol  ms 
supported  by  the  lord  of  the  franchise  at  his  Bole  charge 
at  Ely,  Bach  one  gaol  might  then  be  thought  anfficient 
for  the  purpose  of  confinement  of  the  seveial  offenden 
within  the  whole  isle.  As  the  popnlation  of  Wisbech 
increased,  a  coavenience  would  be  found  in  providing  a 
place  of  safe  custody  for  misdemeananta,  to  mve  the 
expense  of  conreying  priBooers  to  Ely  on  cTeiy  slight ' 
offence.  The  capital  burgesses,  thereforer  as  guardians 
of  the  town,  appear  fbr  some  ^me  to  hare  set  apart 
two  tenements  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  house 
of  correction,  for  which  they  received  eight  pounds  a.d. 
per  annum.  In  the  year  1602,  an  account  is  stated  1603. 
of  monies  paid  by  the  corporation  for  relief  of  pri- 
soners. In  1616,  twelve  thousand  bricks*  were  1616. 
ordered  to  be  bought  by  the  corporation  to  repair  the 
bouse  of  correction,  and  four  yeara  oflerwards,  the 
capital  burgesses  agreed  to  lend  a  house  for  the  accom- 
modation of  a  house  of  correction.  In  1680,  a  fwmal  1680. 
queetion  arose  concerning  the  right  to  the  muntaixung 
of  the  house  used  as  a  gaol,  when  a  petiUon  was  drawn 
up  by  the  capital  burgesses  and  inhabitants,  which  was 
Nfttred  to  the- judge  erf*  assize,  and  by  him  directed  to 
be  lubniitted  to  several  justices,  and  they  doing  nothing 
thoreio,  it  was  again  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  judge. 
No  detomination  is  recorded,  but  two  years  alter,  the 
cwporation  ordered  that  the  wall  of  the  gaol  yard  should 
be  rebiult  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners,  and  a  yard 
incloeod  tot  airing  them,  and  that  the  rent  of  the 
gwd  should  apt  be  less  than  £  14.t     The  last  notice 


*  At  fifisMi  lUningi  ud  eight  penes  per  thoowid. 
t  BjtUait^pnn  that  the  Ue  of  Elj  pail  the  Tent,  •Ithovf  li  tbe  o 
poritiwt  ftonM  ib«  OMTcaieBca. 
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A.D.  by  the  capital  bui^eMes,  telatiTe  to  the  house  <tf  eor^ 
1757.  Tection,  isin  the  year  1 757,  when  ftt  a  fall  hall,  an  inquiry 
waa  ordered  to  be  inatituted  into  the  right  of  the 
bui^esses  to  ^e  gaol,  and  that  after  examining  all 
eyidences,  they  should  lay  the  same  before  the  magis- 
tratea  of  the  hundred  of  Wisbech  and  the  north  part  of 
Witchford,  in  order  to  prore  the  borgesses'  right  to  the 
aame,  and  llie  town  bailiff  was  ordered  to  call  in  such 
asustance  as  he  ahould  think  proper.  Tlie  iasae,  how- 
erer,  is  (u  in  various  other  cases)  omitted  to  be  stated, 
though  it  ii  probable  the  burgesses  could  not  establish 
any  such  right  A  building,  used  aa  a  house  of  cor- 
rection, had  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  been 
continued  under  the  direction  of  the  magistrates  of 
the  hundred  of  Wisbech  and  north  part  of  Witchford, 
which  becoming  in  a  rery  minons  state,  and  nnfit  for 
the  safe  custody  of  prisoners,  the  magistrates  for  the 
1807.  isle  resoWed  to  take  down  the  same,  in  the  year  1807, 
and  a  new  one  was  erected  on  the  old  tite,  takii^  in,  by 
way  of  addition,  a  portion  of  ground  contignonB> 
whereon  four  almshouses,  called  "  Stnrmyn*),"  foim^y 
stood,*  on  the  south  side  of  the  great  rinr,  and  the 
expense  of  rebuilding  was  defrayed  out  of  the  county 
rates  tor  the  isle.  This  building  is  well  calculated  to 
answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  dengned.  It 
contains  six  wards  for  female  prisoners,  and  eleven  tar 
males,  besides  two  for  debtors.  It  has  a  chapel,  to 
which  a  chaplain,  with  a  salaty  of  £  50.  per  annum,  is 
appointed  by  the  magistrates,  where  divine  service  ia 
peHbrmed  every  sonday.  There  is  a  good  yard  for 
airing  the  priaoners,  with  a  rain  water  cistern,  pump,  &C. 
The  most  recent  alteration  in  this  prison  ia  the  erection 

*  Sm  tille' 
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ofatreftd  mill,  affcvdingat  mice  to  the  prifl<men  bodt 
Uboor  and  pnniahnicait.  This  maohine  u  capable  of 
employing  eleven  men  at  a  time,  with  an  adjcHoing 
com  mill  and  bakehouse,  and  a  small  store  honse  or 
granary  above.  The  men  only  are  employed  on  the 
tread  wheel,  and  the  changes  of  relays  take  place  at 
the  ringing  of  a  bell,  at  intervals  of  not  less  than  ten 
j>r  fifteen  minutes.  The  present  diet  is  bread  and  water, 
with  the  occasionBl  indulgence  of  a  little  animal  food  snp- 
|died  by  the  friends  of  the  prisoners.  Thecostoftbe  mill 
.  in  its  building  and  machinery  was  £  600.  The  force  is 
employed  to  grind  com  tar  the  public.  Samuel  Craddock 
is  at  thii  time  the  very  respectable  keeper  of  the  house 
«f  correction. 

THE  SHIRE  HALI^ 

erected  in  the  year  1807,  is  situated  on  the  south  brink 
of  the  river,  to  which  the  house  of  correcticHi  hut 
described  is  annexed.  The  exterior  does  not. manifest 
much  taste,  though  a  considerable  sum  of  money  was 
expended  thereon ;  but  the  hall  itself  is  allowed  to  be 
very  convenient  for  the  tnmsaction  of  business,  and  by 
a  passage  frtnn  the  prison  communicating  with  the  court, 
the  unf<»tunate  objects,  who  are  to  appear  before  that 
tribunal,  are  brought  forward  without  being  nnnece»» 
aaiily  expoeed  to  the  gaze  of  die  public  The  old  shire 
hall,  which  was  taken  down  in  1810,  stood  at  the  upper 
dTMstaniaidoftbe  new  markat  places 

THE  MARKET  PLACE 

is  t»  the  BouUi  side  of  the  rivo*,  in  the  form  of  a  patal- 
lelogram,  op^n  and  spacious, — in  width  about  ninety- 
foor  feet,  and  in  length  three  hundred  and  eighty  feet, — 
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paved  with  Yorkshire  slabs  in  rows,  intermixed  with  la^ 
Gobblea,  so  that  on  the  market  day,  when  the  Btalla  are 
set  up  upon  that  part  which  is  pared  with  cobbles,  the 
portion,  composed  of  slabs,  (about  three  hundred  and 
ten  feet  io  len^  and  thirty-seven  in  width)  beccones 
reserved  as  an  open  space  for  all  whose  business  leads 
them  to  the  market,  affording  a  convenient  paved  walk 
to  view  the  several  articles  exposed  on  each  side  Tot 
sale.  The  whole  was  completed  in  the  year  1811,  at 
the  expense  of  £  1,170. ;  £  300.  of  which  was  paid 
by  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  out  of  the  hi^way  ■ 
rates,  and  the  rest  by  the  corporation.  The  market  day 
is  S^urday.*  There  is  another  open  space  on  the  north 
wde  (^  the  river,  called  the  Old  Market,  which,  if  ever 
used  as  a  general  market  place,  was  deserted  at  a  voy 
eariy  period.  In  the  latter  place,  used  formerly  to  be  a 
pond,  which  is  known  to  have  continued  ontil  about  1669, 
when  it  was  ordered  to  be  cleaned  out,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  following  ten  years,  the  same  was  directed  to  be 
filled,  and  a  pump  was  set  down,  which  appears  by 
the  corporation  records  to  have  taken  place  on  the  2d 
March  1679.  Towns,  we  know,  were  always  the  de- 
pendants of  castles ;  and  in  early  troublesome  times, 
people  were  glad  to  seek  protection  under  the  walls  of, 
a  fortress,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that  for  the  sake  of 


*  Tba  vaAat  diy  of  tli»  Mdaat  Britana  «■■  'B'nilnntiij.  ftva  id 
dadkadoa  to  Mamiy  i  but  the  Au^o^Sucmm  heft  theb  BarkeM  en  ■ 
Sondk;,  (u  ii  eTon  now  the  cutom  in  Uie  Homu  ratbotic  eanntriM)  Io 
gi*a  the  peofda  u  opportoaity  of  ixemUuig  to  prrCjin  thcdi  raUgioa 
dutiM,  and  to  pntcbaM  Qm  necsmriea  ct  lift.  Tfaa  prejndkl*!  vActa  of 
tbU  miztaiTe  of  rallgioaa  with  aaealar  aSun  aooa  pmdacad  a  hir,  ft*Mt^ 
■U  good*  azpoaad  to  via  oq  ilial  itj,  and  appoiatinf  &tarri«j  liir  thai 
pOTpoae.  Faira  and  naiketa  ued  SmuuitI;  to  b«  kapt  la  charch.nida, 
vlncli  pnctic*  waa  tbAidden  bj  uatata  13tli  Edwaid  I.  c.  vi.  A.  ih  ICM, 
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contigiiity  to  the  castle,  the  spice  on  the  south  side 
would  be  setected  as  more  couTenient,  a«  well  a«  secure 
for  the  inhabitantB,  in  the  oegotiatioD  of  their  public 
nffiiin ;  for  althoti^  this  space  bean  the  name  of  the 
Vtw  Market,  it  has  been  so  designated  for  veiy  many  a.d. 
centories ;  fw  in  1436,  we  read  that  oa  an  inqnisiticMi,  1436. 
it  was  presented,  "  that  all  who  held  land  in  the  old 
"maAet  of  Wisbech  should  contribute  to  the  repairs 
"  of  the  bridge ;"  a  tacit  pnol  that  a  new  market 
{dace  theo  existed.  In  Act,  the  whole  space  from  the 
Imdge  to  the  present  market  place  was  called  Uie  new 
market,  and  old  title  deeds  describe  all  the  property  1471. 
iram  the  bridge  to  the  ohordi  to  be  abutting  on  the 
new  market,  wi&oat  any  distinction  of  the  High  Street, 
or  any  other  place-  A  deed  of  conveyance,  of  the  date 
of  17th  August  1461,  is  now  extant,  of  a  certain  mea- 
aoage  called  the  Swan,*  and  lying  in  the  new  market 
{dace  (rf  Wisbech,  and  abutting  upon  the  bank  trf*  Wisbech 
AD  the  west,  and  the  common  street  east. 

ftagsttme  was  fotmwly  much  used  for  paving,  and 
particularly  in  London,  it  bong  dug  in  the  vicini^  of 
Maidstone,  in  Kent.    In  1649,  we  find  a  sum  of  mniey  1549. 
was  expended  for  the  paving  of  this  market  place  with 
lagstone,  which  appears  afterwards  to  have  been  taken 
up,  for  in  1670,  the  market  place  was  raised  by  soil  1670. 
brought  from  the  river  bank   between  Crabl|p  Maish 
gate  and  Elm  Leam,  by  the  consent  of  bishop  Qoode- 
n(Ae.t    A  certain  building  used  for  bntobers'  shamUes 
was  erected  in  1692,  by  the  capital  burgesses,  at  the  1693< 
a{>per  t^  eastern  end  of  the  new  market  place,  adjoining 
whereto  was  built  the  old  shire  hall,  both  of  which 
were  lenoved  in  tiie  year  1810,  by  virtae  ef  th«  act 

*ZlMiSKVpNallBk«tkaBcHnlCmnJ)M>  fSMp^*''* 


i  by  Google 


298  HISTORV  OF 

then  obtained  for  improring  the  town;  thereby  affiitdii^ 
A.D.  increued  accommodation  for  the  public  maAet.  Is 
1665.  1666,  an  order  appears  ob  the  corpoiation  booka  for 
again  paring  this  maricet  place.  OHginally  there  ma 
a  market  cross,*  of  which  the  rapantion  is  meationed 
in  lfi49.t  Such  wectioos  were  c<Hiunon,  and  gennally 
raised  on  ht^  stepa,  the  lowennost  serring  aa  a  bench 
to  those  who  serred  the  market  wUfa  the  prodoee  of 
the  neighbouring  country.  This  cross  was  afterwaids 
changed  to  an  obelidk,  which  continued  standing  at 
the  western  end  of  the  market  place,  until  taken 
down  at  the  time  when  the  shambles  woe  remored, 
>aod  the  space  for  the  market  laid  out  in  the  present 
.  form.  A  market  is  mentioned  as  early  as  the  year 
1332.  The  captal  borgeeaes  hold  the  fairs  and  mariceta 
by  lease  from  the  lord  bishop  of  Ely,  and  pay  an  annnal 
fee  feim  rent  of  £  6.  6t.  3d.  for  the  same.  King 
Edward  I.  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  (1337)  gianl«d 
a  charter  for  a  fair  at  Wisbech,  to  be  holden  for  twenty 
BuccMsive  days.}:  The  tolls  of  the  market  an  now  let 
for  £136.  pa  annum.  In  the  year  1810,  a  fishnniariiet 
was  erected  near  to  the  custom  bouse,  and  coatiguoaa 
to  the  river. 

THE  CORN  EXCHANGE. 

1616.  A  a{ed  or  com  market  was  built  in  the  year  1616, 
□ear  to  the  river,  on  the  south-eaat  ude  of  the  bridge, 
about  the  spot  on  the  quay  where  the  crane  for  landing 
goods  from  veesels  in  the  river  now  stands,  which  being 
removed  in  the  year  1786,  the  present  n«»t  «jid  oma- 

*  Foitnka  altfre*  that  aaikM  aamm  wan  arigmaDr  itiwIpiiiJ  to 
check  k  woridlj  Ipint.  and  inlcBded  to  inculcate  uptight  mb 
binew  of  daaling.    Vol.  L  p.  109. 

t  Sm  p«««  180.  t  8«e  pap  138. 
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QkHltal  buikliiig  was,  in  the  year  1811,  erected  on  the 
north  ude  of  the  river,  opposite  to  the  bridge,  for  the 
porpoM  of  a  com  exchat^,  baTing  an  area  of  sixty 
feet,  auiKMinded  with  ap[m>priate  boxes  fOT  the  use  of 
the  mochaats  ia  the  negociation  of  their  bnsineBS.  It 
waa  built  at  the  chai^  of  the  capital  burgesses,  uptua 
part  of  the  site  of  premisea  formerly  called  the  Ni^s 
Head  inn,  irtiich  were  purchased  by  the  ciwpttfation  for 
the  public  benefit  Over  the  ground  plot  of  the  building 
are  two  commodiona  rooma  now  hired  of  the  corporati<Mi ; 
the  (Mie  used  aa  a 

NEWS  EOOM, 

where  four  daily  psblie  papws  are  taken  in,  and  three 
pmrineial  weekly  papers,  the  expense  where(tf  is  de- 
frayed by  subscription  amongst  the  members;  the 
other  used  as  a 

BILUARD  ROOM, 

the  anbaoription  whereto  ia  ammgst  prifate  individuals, - 
and  no  betting  permitted. 

THE  CATTLE  MARKET 

■a  veil  adapted  by  ita  aitnatiMi  bt  that  purpose.  The 
reaidne  of  the  ground  or  yard  ao  porchaaed  by  the 
oorpiKatioD,  heretofwe  belonging  to  the  Nag'a  Head 
inn,  at  the  back  of  the  com  exchange,  abutting  upon 
Pickard'a  lAoe,  waa  appro[»iated  by  them,  and  fitted 
up  for  ancb  majket.  Those  who  recollect  the  gnat 
inconvemence  existing  to  all  persona  oaing  the  market, 
when  it  waa  held  in  the  public  streeta  of  the  town,  will 
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freely  acknowledge  the  present  BOcmDmodatwn.  Tlui 
improremeDt  has  not  taken  place  more  than  uxteeo 
years,  and  it  is  already  found  that  muck  larger  apace 
is  required  fwthe  increasing  stock  brought  to  the  town. 
The  tolls  at  present  bring  in  a  rerenne  to  the  corpo- 
rati<m  of  £260.  per  annum,  including  the  ataodinga  for 
the  com  exchange.  The  com  excbaoge,  with  its  ap- 
pendages, and  the  markets,  were  all  built  and  formed 
in  the  year  1811. 

THE  CUSTOM  HOUSE 

was  erected  in  the  year  1801  by  the  capital  Imifciiiiws. 
on  the  site  of  the  building  where  aneJently  stood  the 
firkin  cross  tta  the  sale  of  butter,  of  which  article  great 
quantities  were  formerly  sent  from  this  town.*  lliis 
baitdtng  presents  nothing,  ^ther  externally  at  internally, 
deserving  of  peculiar  notice :  it  is  under  the  same  roof 
as  the  new  town  hall ;  such  part  therectf  aa  ia  not  naed 
by  the  cafutal  burgessess  for  their  pubUc  purposes  being 
leased  by  them  to  his  majesty's  commissioners  of  the 
'  customs,  who  now  hold  an  ezistiBg  lease  f<v  a  tom  of 

A.D.    twenty-one  years  from  the  25th  March  1823,   at  £36. 

1722.  per  annum.t  In  the  year  1722,  the  building  then  used 
as  a  custom  houee  was  broken  open  and  robbed ;  the 
depredators,  however,  did  not  escape  uodiscorered,  but 
were  prosecuted  to  conviction,     lite  custom  house  has 


*  B.0OO  firkini  of  butler  li>*e  bMm  izportod  in  oaa  jmj  to  Lomlon. 

t  The  eomniiuioner*  of  ciutoiiu,  in  fonDsr  timaa,  nwd  to  hira  Mow 
cantuiImtdiralUa|ui  the  town,  brtho  porpoMt  of  Hh  Mllactor  aad  othei 
oAcen,  mtU  ths  jmi  1740,  wh«n  Ur.  CoM,  tha  wBielar,  bd*g  tam- 

WSiff.  I*- ]J»-lfc.-g '»■—  *— '-g — n.  p— M.  ^  .— -J.«— 

ftn  the  coUbcku,  to  be  oied  u  *  cnilom  booia,  at  ^  IS.  per  uanm,  beisg 
Ibanaw  rentwhicfa  bed  been  tbrietoioie  iccuitomed  to  be  peid. 
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unce  that  period  been  again  broken  open,  though  without 
efTording  any  pillage  to  the  plunderers,  it  being  a  role 
with  the  officers  to  leave  no  property  whatever  in  money, 
OD  their  retirement  from  the  office.  The  receipt  of 
monies  collected  for  his  majesty's  use  are,  upon  an  average, 
about  jC  15,000.  per  annum.  Whilst  we  mention  the 
custom  house,  we  must  not  foi^t  to  notice  the  improving 
State  of  < 

THE  PORT. 

It  has  beeo  shewn,  that  of  ancient  time  "ships  of  a.d. 
V  great  burden  resorted  to  the  town  of  Wisbech,"  but  1200. 
upon  the  course  «f  the  river  Ouse  being  changed,  and  the 
great  body  of  water  diverted  through  the  artificial  cut 
at  Iiittleport  cbayre,  before  meotioned,*  whilst  Lynn, 
by  the  enlargement  of  its  river,  not  only  became  a  more 
considerable  port,  bnt  increased  its  trade  and  shipping, 
the  pwt  of  Wisbech  proportionably  declined,  and  the 
trade  and  shipping  thereof  diminished.  During  the 
time  of  the  guild,  no  notice  whatever  is  taken  of  the 
port,  although  in  many  instances  guilds  were  established 
for  commncial  purposes.  The  one  at  Wisbech  seenu 
to  have  been  dedicated  to  religious  purposes  only.f  The 
imiCfledings  of  the  guild  in  their  earlier  records  are 
ent^y  silent  relative  to  the'  port,  unless  the  following 
agnement  made  in  1583  may  be  considered  aa  having  1583. 
any  reference  thereto,  viz.  "  It  vras  agreed  by  the  ten 
"  men,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants,  that  whereas  a 
"  controversy  was  likely  to  arise  betioeeB  the  pateiUee* 
"  grmUed  by  her  majetti/for  bringmg  in  of  tail,  and  the 
"  inhabitants  of  Wysbeche,  that  if  any  trial  should  take 
"  I^aoe,  itshooldbe  home  at  the  common  charge  of  the 
"  town,  and  that  the  cause  as  tending  to  the  hbertie  of 

■  Ptg*  14.  t  I^  IW* 
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"  Wysbeche  Bhoald  be  paid  oat  of  the  town  stock."  Id 
the  time  of  Charlesl.  Wisbech  muBt  certainly  have  wriTed 
at  some  degree  of  emineace  aa  a  port,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  large  aom  paid  as  "  ship  ro<»iey."  Tbia  levy, 
it  is  well  known,  was  the  begimiing  of  the  troubles  in 
those  unhappy  times.  The  mode  was,  "  That  a  wiit 
"  was  framed  and  directed  to  the  Bheriff  of  every  county 
"  of  England,  to  provide  a  ship  of  war  for  the  king's 
"  serrice,  and  to  send  it  amply  provided  and  fitted  by 
"  such  a  day  to  such  a  place ;"  end  with  that  writ  wen 
sent  to  each  sheriff  inHtmc^ns  that,  "  instead  of  a  ship, 
"  he  ^ould  levy  upon  his  county  such  a  sura  of  money, 
*'  and  retnm  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  navy, 
"  for  his  majesty's  use,"  with  directions  in  what  manner 
he  ahonld  proceed  agamst  such  as  refused;  and  from 
hence  that  tax  had  the  deoomtnatioii  of  "  ship  money," 
by  which  it  is  said  that  for  smne  years  there  accrued 
•nnnally  the  sum  of  £  200,000.  to  the  king's  coSvs.* 

A.D.  On  19th  November  1634,  at  a  courtheld  at  tbecity 
1634.  of  Norwich,  it  was  agreed  that  the  sheriffs  of  Notf<Jk 
and  Cambridgeshire,  with  the  mayors  of  Lynn,  Yar- 
mouth, &c.  should  be  entertained,  at  the  pubtie  coat, 
about  the  bveiness  of  "  i^ip  money,"  the  Bssessment 
whereof  caused  many  debates  between  the  city  of  - 
Norwich  and  conntws  of  Norfolk  and  Cambridge,  and 
the  burghi  of  Castle  Rising,  Lynn,  ThettorA,  Ywmoadi, 
and  WitMch,  ctmceroing  the  separate  proportions  that 
each  should  bear  towards  the  charge  of  each  ship,  which 
was  estimated  at  £  5,500.  of  which 

*  Lord  John  RumU  on  Engluh  Gomamoit,  p.  69. 
Tim's   U  u  original  writ  for  tiw  la*7ia|  of  (Up  noatj  rtBiining 
nauMgit  tht  eoipoiMkm  recordB,  but  bom  ■(•  nad  nsiUgcnca,  the  writm; 
»  reader  it  aaulj  mnlsl- 
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£. 
Thetford,  Caatle  Rinng,  ud  about  fifty- 
three  coaat  towns  in  On  county,  nised  1427 

Norwich ,...  1601 

Lynn   1192 

Yamurath   940 

Wiabiteh 340 

£5,600 


This  Utter  snm  was  in  all  probability  felt  Bererely  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Wisbech,  for  the  bufgeaseB  dispatched 
one  of  their  body  to  London  this  year,  to  eodeaTOur  to 
free  them  from  the  tax ;  and  at  anoUier  period,  two  <^ 
their  body  went  to  London  to  procnre  a  mitigatitm  only 
of  the  tax,  but  the  saccess  attending  such  attempt  does  a.d. 
not  appear.  In  an  ancient  record  of  the  year  1647,  it  is  1647. 
fitated  that  Wisbech  was  at  this  time  a  town  of  good 
trade,  where  there  was  a  navigable  river,  being  within 
two  miles  of  the  sea,*  and  frtBO  thence  came  coals, 
salt  fish,  and  rarioas  other  kinds  ot  merchantable 
wares.  Some  time  after,  the  pmt  <^  Lynn  assnmed  a 
right  to  ez^cise  jurisdiction  over  the  port  of  Wisbech, 
as  a  member  of  Lynn,  aod  accwdin^y  orders  were 
givMi  throogh  the  officos  of  the  customs  at  Lynn,  for 
«]1  vessebi  arriving  at  Wisbech  to  load  only  at  cortsin 
plaocs ;  and  oa.  the  inh^tants  of  Wisbech  refusing  to 
eomfij  with  such  «der,  a  suit  was  commenced  in  his 
majesty'sexcheqaer  by  the  corporation  of  Lynn,  against 
the  burgesses  of  Wisbech;  a  commiBsion  was  thereupon 

•  AtaNtiaMCraUeUmkinaofiaatailiaM>,fliefiii&cBor«bJck 


i  by  Google 


304  HISTORY   OF 

iaaned,  ttad,  on  bearing  the  reasonB  sHeged,  the  iohalii- 
Unts  of  Wiabecli  obtained  their  suit,  and  established 
their  independence  in  every  reBt>ect.  Four  commis- 
Bionera  afterwards,  by  virtue  of  a  commimion  from  the 

A.D.  barons  of  the  exchequer,  certi&ed  that  on  the  16th 
1676.  October  1676,  they  had  repaired  unto  the  port  of 
Wisbech,  and  surreyed  the  open  places  there  and  there- 
about ;  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  comnuaaion,  did 
thereupon  appoint  all  that  open  place,  key,  or  wharf, 
beginning  from  the  north  north-east  side  of  the  com- 
mon stairs,  and  called  the  Bull  stairs,  and  so  directly 
south  south-west  to  the  house  of  John  Giowne,*  in 
length  three  hundred  and  eighty  feet  or  thereabouts,  and 
in  breadth  sixteen  feet,  bounded  with  the  town  of 
Wisbech  towards  the  south  south-east,  and  the  haven 
along  the  said  key  or  wharf  towards  the  west  north-wcat, 
to  be  the  place,  key,  or  wharf  for  the  landing  or  dis- 
charging, loading  or  ahippii^  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise  within  the  said  port  of  Wisbech ;  and  to 
prevent  any  further  disputes,  touching  the  limiti  c^  the 
said  port,  did  declare  the  same  to  extend  Ann  the  sluice, 
called  the  old  8luice,t  Slc  Some  further  occurrences 
took  place  afterwards,  and  the  absolute  independence 

1680.  of  the  portof  Wisbtch  was  declared  in  the  year  1680. 
The  capital  bui^esses  of  Wisbech  then  b^an  to  dedicate 
more  attention  towards  advancing  the  benefit  of  the 
port,  and  made  an  application  to  the  Trinity  House  of 
Deptfoid  Stnmd  for  certain  fowen  of  beaconage,  Sec. 
who  granted  them  an  authority  to  set  up  from  time  to 

■  John  Giowh'i  haoH  wm  lli«  eanier  one  >t  tba  botton  of  Ship  Lue, 
OB  the  lontli  WMtem  dde,  oppodts  la  the  Bell  inn. 

t  Tha  origiBll  docsmsnti  rehtiiig  to  Om  hkdep«iuI«nM  of  the  poH  of 
Wiibeeh  ■»  in  the  cnlodj  of  the  npiti)  bwgcMM,  fied  UMafK  their 
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time  nieh  bw^  snd  beacons  in  tbe  channel,  u  to  tbeOi 
shonld  seen  meet,  for  the  bettar  safety  and  preserration 
of  all  shipa  coming  into  and  g(Hng  ont  of  the  said 
channel,  and  to  tocetre  of  the  masterB  of  all  vessds  cartain 
duties  towards  defrayii^  the  dta^gea  (^  sneb  buoys, 
confinnit^  by  their  authority  (dated  llth  May  1710) 
what  the  said  bnrgesBea  or  their  BoccesBors  should  do. , 
WheieupoD  an  officer  was  &Bt  appointed  to  look  after 
such  buoys  and  beaccMis,  called  a  "  Cnrator,"  end  the 
collector  of  his  majesty'B  cusfanna  was  directed  to  recare 
the  beaeonage  fees,  and  aceonnt  to  the  town  bailiff. 
Notwithstanding  these  laudable  endeaYonrs,  the  rirer 
seems  to  hare  been  in  a  deploraUe  state  of  obstruction  a.o. 
for  the  purpose  of  naTigatioo,  for  in  1727,  a  letter  is  1727. 
addressed  by  the  then  collector  of  the  customs,  reforing 
to  die  said  commissim  of  16th  October  1676,  stating 
that  the  lawful  quay  for  shipping  and  landing  gooda 
was  appointed  to  be  within  the  town  of  Wisbech,  but 
tiiat  at  Aia  period  the  haven  was  such,  that  no  vessel  of 
abore  thir^  tons  coold  ordinarily  eome  up  to  the 
tmrn,*  which  necessitated  the  shipping  and  vnlading  ti 
goods  at  eight  and  sosnetuoes  twdve  niks  distant  firam 
WiiAeeh,  and  ik»  oairi^e  of  such  goods  betwees  the 
diips  and  the  town  in  sooh  cases  was  by  bttgei  and 
l^fatenLt 

ProdigKHw  heapa  <rf  aaad  lie  in  the  bay  between 
Norfblk  and  Linocdnshite,  and  the  Wiabeeh  rirer  having 
nocertain  channel  to  sea  after  it  leaves  its  banks,  spreads 
amtmgst  the  sands,  which  cause  great  impedimenta  to 


*  ftnr>— Titi  ftoM  tb*  cttttOM  bowi  Mcettuninj  tbii  bet  wen  politslj 
hniilMd  bj  tlM  coUectoi  aad  awptninaT. 
t  U^rtanvoiMMUkiadofcnft. 
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tlw  navigation.  Kmderiey,*mhiBiDtrodDCtion,olM 
"  That  such  ia  the  natural  situatioii  in  these  parts,  that 
"  the  tides  upon  our  coast  of  England  all  coming  from 
"  the  north,  flow  southward,  and  so  the  tide  not 
"  passing  through,  bat  as  it  were  by  thia  level,  as  in 
"  an  eddy,  always  leaves  something  behind  it,  which 
.  "  heightens  the  soil,  and  is  the  reason  whereby  these 
"  parts,  fonnerly  nearest  the  sea,  an  now  at  this  day 
"  higher  than  the  parts  more  remote,  "f  The  sea  ia 
always  deep  in  pnqiertion  to  the  height  c^  the  coast: 
if  iht  coast  be  low,  then  the  sea  is  shallow;  if  the 
coast  is  very  h^h,  then  the  sea  is  deep.  The  bay  is 
tiill  of  shoals  and  shifting  sands,  and  greatly  exposed 
to  many  boisterous  winds  firom  the  north  to  tbe  south- 
east, which,  jtmung  to  tbe  action  of  the  tides,  must 
occasion  great  obstructiona  in  the  outlets  and  streama 
emptying  themselves  into  tbe  bay.  Tbe  corpcratioa  oad 
iohalHtants  were  not  then  insensible  to  the  bad  stata  of 
the  navigation,  but  they  felt  that  the  evils  were  too 
great  to  be  surmounted  by  the  limited  means  placed  at 
their  disposal.  In  1736,  the  lioiits  of  the  port  were  art 
forth  by  a  oommissicHi  issued  to  certain  pwsons  du^ 
authorized,  who  reported  to  the  baroos  of  the  exchequer, 
that  they  had  repaired  unto  Wisbech,  and .  defined  the 
limits  of  the  stud  port ;(  to  extend  and  be  accouoted 
from  the  punt  of  Sutton  salt  marsh,  called  Sutton 
Comer,  that  is  to  say,  a  punt  of  that  marsh  belonging 


M1.7T.  t  ibU.p«c<aa. 

John  CluU,  O^My  CwtaMT  y  lyiM. 
EdBBSdCobh,  CtlUcur^  IFUkH. 


Joha  Kmm.  (WIMr  ^  WtOt, 
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toLatton,  where  the  Liitton  Learn  falls  into  the  Wisbech 
channel,  and  divides  the  two  parishes,  Sutton  and  Lotton ; 
and  from  thenee  to  the  Wisbech  channel,  by  a  line  drawn 
firom  Sntton  Comer  to  Terrington  chuich,  the  said 
church  bearingBonthsoath-eaatfromSiitttm  Comer;  and 
from  the  said  line  or  limits,  up  the  Wisbech  channel  and  a.d. 
river,  to  Wisbech  bridge.  In  1761,  the  state  of  the  river  1751. 
is  again  represented  to  be  bo  disastrous,  that  whereas 
fivty  years  ago,  small  Tewels,  though  not  without  some 
difficulty,  might  sail  up  to  the  town,  now  even  those 
were  forced  to  lie  at  the  Waahway.*  The  time,  howeyer, 
was  now  arriving  for  great  improvements  in  the  navigation, 
bron^t  about  at  length  by  the  spirit  of  enterprize  in  the 
drainage  of  the  adjacent  fens  ;  and  the  plan  for  straight- 
ening the  course  (^  the  river  to  a  limited  extent  was 
stnm^y  advocated,  which,  though  at  first  opposed,  was 
at  length  carried  into  efiect,  through  certain  clauseB  in 
theTidand  Newbm  Act  of  1773,t  by  abandoning  the  1773. 
old  river,  and  making  a  new  straight  cut  through  the 
marshes,  as  before  described  in  the  history  of  the 
north  level,  which  has  ever  since  been  called  Kinderley's 
Cut.  The  town  of  Wisbech  soon  experienced  the 
advantage  of  the  alteration  in  the  coarse  of  their 
river,  by  the  prt^iressively  improved  state  of  their 
nav^tion,  and  the  advancement  of  the  commerce  of  the 
port,  which  has  been  materially  increasing  ever  since 
that  p^od.  The  first  land  fiood,  which  came  in  October, 
ground  down  the  bott<Mn  of  the  new  channel  many  feet 
deeper  than  it  was  cut,  lowered  the  surface  of  the 

*  It  ii  >  coBMoa  tbing  Ibr  peoj^  in  k  tuj  di;  tins  to  mlk  otst  liiB 
bMloB  at  the  riter  waAtt  the  bridge,  the  riier  ii  w  ihinow.  Xwdfrlfy, 
p.  70.  About  the  jeti  1749,  Wlibech  ii  nid  to  have  exported  to  LoadoB 
MJIOOqwrtan  ofoeti,    1,000  tou  of  np*  Med  oil,  ud  8,000  firkiu  of 


i  by  Google 


308  HISTORY    OF 

water  Rt  Onnthorpe  sluice  five  feet,  and  not  only  gave 
immediate  relief  to  the  noitb  level,  bat  veuelf  of  macfa 
liuger  burthep  tbau  before  were  enabled  to  get  up  to 
A.D.  Wisbech.*  In  the  month  of  August,  in  the  year 
1793.  1793,  the  unuaual  number  of  foty^three  ahipe  were 
lying  at  Sutton  Waahway.  The  general  desciiption  <tf 
veaaels  trading  to  this  port,  and  coming  up  to  the  town, 
an  Binall  conntry  vessels  oi  from  sixty  to  eighty  tons 
burthen,  and  drawing  about  six  feet  water ;  and  in 
ordinary  spring  tides,  for  the  last  three  years,  iha  water 
has  averaged  a  depth  of  niite  feet,  which  is  amply 
sufficient  for  the  na*igati(»i  of  veeaels  of  one  bundled 
tons  burthen.  Abwit  twenty  <^thia  descoptioa  anj^uaUy 
come  up  to  the  town,  and  the  navigation  is  always  found 
to  be  best  when  the  ohanoel  l\en  on  the  western  or 
Lincolnshire  ude.  This  kint^  of  vessels  is  principally 
employed  in  the  export  of  com  to  Yoriuhire.  Vesids 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  tons  burthen  in  the  coel  Izade 
arrive  at  a  place  caUed  the  Eye,  and  Sutton  Wash,  about 
ten  miles  distant  from  Wisbech,  and  from  ^encfl  the 
coals  are  usually  re-shipped  into  lighters,  and  then  sent 
into  the  interiw.  The  Imrgessm  of  Wisbech,  in  thffr 
oorporato  capacity,  ate  the  gnaidians  of  the  port  and 
harbour,  and  are  entitled  to  receive,  by  ascient  pre- 
iwriptive  ri^t,  from  all  vessels  clearing  in  awl  ont  of 
the  port,  certain  tonnage  duties,  which  are  ay propriated. 
towasds  the  preservation  and  improvement  <^  the 
said  pwt.  They  appinat  a  hazbout  msster,  with  a 
salary,  whose  duty  is  to  regubto  the  mooring  of 
vess^ ;  and  an  individual  having,  at  his  own  expense, 
set  up  a  beacon,  called  the  West-Mark-Knock,  the  corpo- 
ration entered  into  a  treaty  with  hint  for  the  purchase 

*  See  pk|[e  67. 
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tfaenef,  is  order  th»t  no  ■tftagen  nught  pnmqta  to 
interfere  witii  tb«ai  io  tha  nunsgemeiit  or  duet  of  tb« 
port.  They  gars  to  this  gentleman  £  200.  for  his  right, 
and  aflerwuds  dkected  an  additional  nomber  of  buoya 
and  baaooDs  to  be  provided,  all  (^"wlucb  are  now  main- 
taiped  at  the  charge  of  the  corporation,  and  certain  re^lar 
pilota  ai^oiated,  with  aalaries,  and  a  auperintendant  orer 
then,  to  eea  that  they  dtacharge  their  duties  justly  and 
bitbfuily  to  all  masters  of  Teasels  resorting  to  the  port. 

Aboat  the  year  1800,  the  inbabitanta  of  Wisbech  a.d. 
came  to  a  deteminatifn  to  have  recoane  to  parliament,  1609. 
to  enable  them  to  affect  oertais  improTements  in  the 
town ;  and  the  corporation,  inlly  alive  to  the  state  of  their 
nav^tion,  and  the  importance  of  further  melitHation, . 
restored  to  ap}Jy  for  power  to  lay  additional  duties  on 
the  toRHBge;  bat  awwe  also  that  in  consequence  of  the 
proximity  of  the  neighbonring  ports,  a  heavy  tonn^e 
daty  might  be  the  means  of  driving  the  trade  away  from 
Wisbech,  they  felt  unwilling  to  impose  any  large  tax,  so 
as  to  become  burthensnne  to  the  trade.  In  the  next  year,  1810. 
the  act  for  the  genoal  improvranent  of  the  town,  as 
■wtil  as  for  preserving  end  imfvoving  the  port  and 
harboor  of  Wisbech,  and  for  increaeii^  the  duties  of  the 
port,  passed,  when  ita  limits  were  defined  to  be  "  ftom 
*'  a  certain  house  caBed  Bevis'  hall,  at  or  near  the 
''  boundary  which  divides  the  parishes  of  Wisbech 
'.*  St.  Peter'i  and  Wisbech  St.  Mary's,  on  the  Dorth 
"  brink  of  the  river,  down  and  along  the  channel  of 
*<  the  rivw,  and  the  coasts  and  shores  on  each  aide 
"  thMeof,  towards  and  onto  the  limits  of  the  port  of 
*'  BosttHi,  and  the  linuts  of  the  port  irf  Lynn  respectivdy;" 
.  and  that  the  harbour  of  Wisbech  should  extend  horn. 
«Beh  {daces  willnn  the  limits  of  the  port,  as  the  capita 
v2 
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ba^esaes  or  their  successors  thonld  appcHot,  with  « 
power  to  raceiTe  by  way  of  duty,  for  the  u§e  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  town  of  WiBbech  in  their  cnponte 
capacity,  three  pence  for  every  chaldnm  of  coals 
delirered  from  any  ship  aniviog  at,  at  coining  to, 
or  leaving  the  port  of  Wisbech,  and  the  like  sum  per 
ton  for  all  other  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  doable 
the  duty  fw  all  fcffeigners  ;  which  duties  are  vested  in 
thebui^eBses  in  their  corporate  .capacity,  and  aro  to  b« 
disposed  of  in  discharging  the  expenses  of  collecting 
and  receivii^  the  duties,  and  m  aad  towardi  the  maiOMg 
of  any  neeenary  mrla  within  the  port  and  harbour,  and 
tn  and  towards  the  improvement  of  the  taid  port  and  har- 
bour, m  nich  manner  at  the  a^al  burgeuei  and  their 
suceeatort  $hould  from  time  to  time  think  expedient. 
In  pursuance  of  which  act,  the  burgessea  bare  alreac^ 
made  and  maintained  divers  benefidal  works  in  respect 
to  the  river  and  harbour.  The  duties  granted  by  the 
said  act  bring  in  a  revenue  at  this  time  of  betweot 
£  800.  and  £  900.  per  annum,  all  of  which  has  not 
been  expended,  by  reason  that  the  corporation  are 
husbanding  their  resources,  to  enable  ihean  to  execute 
expensive  works  contonplated  for  confining  and  straight- 
ening the  channel  of  the  river.  .  A  consideraUe  sum 
has  in  fact  accumulated  in  the  hands  ^  the  capital 
burgesses,  which  is  vested,  and  ready  to  be  laid  out  in 
and  towards  the  improvement  of  the  port.  Hie  merchant* 
lately  made  comi^Mnt  of  the  negl%ence  of  the  pilots, 
and  on  the  corporation  applying  to  the  Trinity  House  at 
Hull,  that  body  offered  to  appoint  five  of  the  capital 
burgesses  of  Wisbech  sub-commissioners,  and  to  give 
them  fuU  power  to  examine  the  qualifications  of  the 
peraons  officiating  as  pilots,  and  to  grant  licences  to 
such   only   as  should    appear  to  them    to    be    duly 
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qtulified  to  act  as  such,  and  to  reflate  the  rates  of 
pSotage,  and  to  fonn  rala  and  bye  laws  for  their  due 
govemment. 

A  person  of  weight  and  respectability  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  their  headsman,  who  b  to  have  the  aathority 
and  management  orer  the  pilots.  On  ezaminalion,  the 
pilot  aloop  belonging  to  the  corporation;  being  found 
insnffieient,  was  ordered  to  be  enlarged  with  all  practi- 
cable dispatch,  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation,  and  a 
boildittg  was  recommended  to  be  erected  at  Sutton 
Waahway,  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  pilot  office  and 
lo(dc-oat  into  the  deeps,  the  execution  of  which  was  only 
postponed  on  account  of  wwlu  of  great  importance  at 
that  time  pending  at  the  Washway. 

By  referring  to  the  entries  at  the  custom  house,  it  is 
diewn  that  the  number  of  vessels  cleared  during  the 
year  ending  January  1826  amounted  to  1164  coastwise, 
and  4&  foreign ;  that  the  tonnage  amounted  to  70,320 
iooB,  and  that  the  costom  house  duty  paid  at  the  port 
inthe  same  year  was  £29,631.  I5t.  9d..  Tbetonnage 
duties  paid  to  tiie  buigesses  of  Wisbecfa  in  thdr  corpo- 
lato  capacity  have  gradually  augmented  in  the  same 
proportions,  Ik  may  appear  from  the  subjoined  ac- 
count. 

The  following  is  the  gross  receipt  and  expenditure  on  : 
account  of  the  duties  for  the  port  of  Wisbech  for  th^ 
last   twenty  years,    ending  10th  October  ^1825,  and 
the  amount  of  receipts  for  his  majesty's  customs  for 
the  same  period : 
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The  com  sent  eoutwisc  ia  the  year  1836  was  about 
121,000  quarten,  *idi  about  2240  quarters  of  rape  seed. 
The  coala  brought  coastwise  were  abont  37,680  chaldrons, 
with  about  7470  tons  of  other  articles  of  merchandize. 
The  imports,  coiuiating  principally  of  timber  from  the 
north  of  Europe,  in  the  year  1826,  amounted  to  7093 
t(HiB,aiid  tn  1S26,  to  1834  tons:  Uiere  are  two  bonding 
yards  for  the  reception  of  thia  article.* 

The  following  names  of  the  several  collectors  of  customs 
are  extracted  from  the  custom  hoooe  books : 

1670  Thomas  Buckworth      1739  Edmund  Cobb 


1689  John  Arden 
1716  John  KyUnd 
1720  SamudJacomb 
1725  John  ChUde 
1727  JohnWooseley 


1763  John  Flanner 
1767  JohnFeamside 
1773  George  Hewea 
1793  ThomaaWraight 
I  1833  Richard  Cater. 


THE  CANAL. 

About  the  year  1792,  there  was  a  rage  throughout  the 
kingdoni  for  fonning  canals,  and  on  the  30th  October 
in  that  year.f  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  merchants 
and  otiiera  interested  took  place  at  Wisbech,  in  order  to 
consider  of  piopoeals  for  making  a  natigable  cut  fixnn 
Wisbech  river  to  join  the  c4d  river  Nene  at  Outwell,  and 
for  improving  the  navigation  from  Outwell  church  to 
Salter's  Lode  sluice.  The  meeting  was  fully  attended, 
not  only  by  the  inhabitants  of  Wisbech,  but  by  numbets 

*  SinM  tba  NpMl  of  the  pmbibitiec  Uira  reipcctins  woel,  then  hu 
baaa  no  Mpmta  aoonat  kipt  of  (bat  coauaoditj. 

t  Tha  HoD.aBdB«T.  C.  Lindnywu  in  the  ehur,  ud  Air.  Welti,  the 
einlMiii.  ddireiad  m  hie  teport  end  eetimete. 
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from  tiifl  midland  counties,  who  shewed  great  aniiety 
to  obtain  shares.  The  intention  was,  to  open  a  eommnni- 
cation  by  water  between  Wisbech  and  Outwell,  and  thup 

.  to  fonn  an  inland  navigation  from  the  great  river  at 
Wisbech,  to  the  Ouse,  commencing  at  the  old  sluice 
in  Wisbech,  and  taking  a  straight  course,  in  the  same 
direction  for  part  of  the  distance  as  the  old  navigable 
river  from  Wisbech  to  the  Nene,  called  Ehn  leam,* 
which  had  been  for  many  years  grown  up  and 
become  totally  useless,  not  only  for  navigation,  but 
for  drainage.  It  was  considered  that  such  a  plan 
would  be  of  great  public  utility,  and  open  a  safe 
and  easy  communication  between  the  port  of  Wisbech 
and  the  several  counties  of  Cambridge,  Hunting- 
don, Bedford,  N^orfolk,  and  Suffolk,  and  other 
part),  which  would  be  the  means  of  extending  trade 
and  comm«ce.  The  subscribers  were  accordingly 
fonned  into  a  ccanpany,  who  were  empowered,  by  an  act  • 
of  parliament  passed  in  the  year  1794,  to  make  the 
navigation,  and  all  necessary  works.  The  price  of  each 
share  was  originally  fixed  at  £  100.  and  was  afterwards 
extended  to  £  120.t  However  convenient  ^e  communi- 
cadoD  and  intercourse  have  been  found,  very  little  benefit 

.  has  yet  resulted  to  the  aharehcdders  and  proprietors. 


*  Sce^wga  39. 

t  Itth  MulJi  1791,  m  tunpOTtrj  tomi  «ru  opgnwl,  U  coatiniie  DntQ  tbe 
■Inica  tnidgB  wm  nimda  nearer  tlie  Bell  inn,  knd  pilea  began  ts  be  driren  i 
bat  10  grut  ww  the  obeinictian  occuioned  by  tbe  mten,  tbat  thej  did 
not  begin  to  laj  down  the  dmbertblbtB  tbe  Boor  of  the  itnice  BBtQ  tbe  GiK 
or  NoTCMber  following.  On  Toeid^,  Norenber  Iltb.tbey  begn  to  open 
tbeold  team  ;  on  tbe  14ib,  the  6*ne  waa  Sxad  for  one  of  tb«  doon, 
■ad  tbe  next  day  the  brickwork  waa  begun. 
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THE  WORKHOUSE. 

.  This  receptacle  for  the  helpless  poor  is  situated  at  the 
entrance  of  the  town  by  the  Lynn  road.  It  was  built  in 
the  year  1723,  at  the  expense  of  £2000.  borrowed  by  the 
capital  burgesses  on  their  seal.  This  house,  as  a  parochial 
concern,  excites  respect  The  general  arrangement  reflects 
credit  on  the  overseers,  and  may  be  viewed  on  application 
to  the  master  of  the  house,  on  any  proper  occasion,  and 
it  is  at  all  times  in  neat  and  comfortable  order.  A  work- 
house, it  is  said,  should  never  be  without  a  manufactory, 
and  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  it  would  be  beneficial 
if  one  were  attached  to  this  building  and  properly 
managed.  The  cost  of  the  poor  is  about  three  shilliagB 
per  head  per  we^,  upon  a  scale,  according  to  the  price 
of  wheat,  which,  when  above  fifty  shillings,  and  under 
sixty  shillings  per  quarter,  is  three  shillings  per  head  per  , 
week,  and  above  forty  shillings,  and  under  fifty  shillings 
per  quarter,  two  shillings  and  nine  pence.  The  usual 
«S8e8sment  to  the  poor  rates  is  about  six  shillings  in  the 
pound ;  the  actual  loit  of  tlie  parish  is  about  £.  20,000. 
fixHn  which  there  are  several  deductions,  so  that  the  sum 
nised  for  the  poor  rate  may  be  calculated  at  £.  5,000. 
per  annum ;  the  county  rate  falls  very  heavy,  being  not 
teas -than  X360.  per  annum.* 

In  the  sommer  months,  about  forty  are  reheved  out  of 
tiieliouBe,  and  sixty  within;  and  in  winter,  about  sixty 
out  of  the  house,  and  eighty  within.  The  relief  afiintled 
to  the  out-door  paupers  is  very  ctHuidersble.  The  law 
tttpeniea  do  not  exceed  on  an  average  £90.  per  annum. 

*  Bj tbarettnu for  thayMf«nduigEutar  1804,  poUidiedbjpariuBnt, 
Ab  BODa;  then  niied  wh  ^3J04.  Igt.riL  mt tiz  duUiagi  in  tha pound. 
At  tiiM  tma  tlu  nmnbar  of  panpon  wsa  Mtuwted  on  u  mrsnge  of  ;r**'*, 
to  ba  M*  bnndrad  md  thirt;  nins,  iflM  tba  nta  of  ^  9.  Mdk  pai  ■nnm. 
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PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

BeneTolence,  like  the  river  that  watered  the  garden 
or  EdcB,  scatters  blessings  as  it  flows :  so  powerfully 
diffused  are  its  aalatary  streams,  that  they  are  frequently 
known  to  convert  a  wildemess  of  sorrow  into  a  paradise 
ofbliu. 

Many  benevolent  individuals  have  left  considerable 
benefacticKis  to  this  town. 

The  Rev.  Jeremiah  Jackson*  M.A.  late  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge,  and  vicar  of  Swaffbam  Bulbeck, 
and  of  Ehn  cum  Emnetb,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge, 
pbbtished  an  account  thereof  about  five  years  since,* 
and  every  person  to  whose  management  any  charitable 
concerns  are  entrusted,  either  pnblic  or  private,  would 
do  well  to  perose  it.  It  would  be  a  detraction  from  the 
merits  of  that  work  to  make  any  partial  extracts,  but  we 
cannot  refrain  frmnitatiDg one  short  obberrarion:  "That  of 
"  whatever  nature  the  property  may  be,  whtoce  the  funds 
"  of  any  charity  arise,  it  is  unquestionably  the  dbty  «f 
"  titose  entniBted  with  it  to  make  the  most  they  fairly 
"  can  of  it,  and  conscientiously  to  apply  the  whole 
"  proceeds  according  to  the  declared  purpose  of  the 
"  fonrlder.  Every  person,  that  nndertakes  the  Aianbge- 
"mmt  of  any  estate  of  this  description,  mnftt  be 
"  understood  to  pledge  himself  to  both ;  and  to  be 
"  d^cient  in  either  of  them,  is  a  fraud  upon  the  charity 
"  in  all  cases,  thcAigh  of  greater  malignity  id  some  than 

•  ThB  wotk  i»  «ntiUed  ■  Soma  Account  of  tlie  Principal  fiMiii 
ChuttiM  of  Wiibacli  St.  Petal'*,  &g.    b;  Jeremiih  Jtckwa,    H.  A. 
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"  in  othen."  With  this  TemBrk,  a  brief  account  of  the 
serenl  charities  belonging  to  the  town  of  Wisbech  will 
now  be  giren ;  and  first  of 

THE  ALMSHOUSES. 

The  guild  of  the  holy  trinity  held  certain  buildings 
used  as  almshouses,  althou^  the  situation  is  not  pre-    a.d. 
cisely  known.     As  early  as  1476,  an  order  is  made  tot  1476. 
"  all  the  buildings  of  the  guild  to  be  repaired,  wh«e 
"  defectire,   ami  principally,    a    certain    new  building 
"called  the  atanahouses."    And   in  1612,  two  persons  I5I2. 
were  appointed  to  have  the  supervisal  of  the  almshouses, 
&c.  and    to   place  and  displace    persona   most   infirm. 
Th^e  art  Certain  houses,  containing  six  several  apart- 
ments, set  apart  for  as  many  poor,  aged,   and  disabled 
persons,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  chotch,  and 
which   are   often   known  by   the   name  *  King  John's 
'  Almshouses  i'  but  the  description  of   the  gifl  made 
by  Thaaat  Blower  in  the  year  1477  points  out  the  . 
■ite  of  theee  very  buildup  as  abotting  on  the  church 
yard  weat,  and  common  way  east,  *hich,  with  reasonable 
Mcnncy,  agrees  with  the  present  abottal. 

Mrs.  Stukmtk  gave  to  the  capital  bni^essea  £100.  1610. 
for  ereating  a  AaAet  house,  and  also  £  100.  for  erecting 
foof  akuhoufloa  for  aged  peT8<His  to  Uve  in.  This  latter 
anm  Iras  applied  in  meeting  four  houses  im  the  nte 
wher*  the  new  house  of  correctioo  and  shire  hall  now 
•taad,  which  four  houses,  being  very  decayed^  were  in 
thtt  yebr  1810  pulled  down,  and  six  other  atmahonseB 
aracted  by  the  cajntsl  burgesses  on  a  ]aece  of  ground  south- 
«8M  of  the  church,  near  the  gate  oppoute  to  the  natidnal 
fchool  fiv  boys,  on  whioli  ii  the  following  inswiption : 
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"  These  aix  almshonscB  were  erected  by  tlie  Imrgenes  of 
"  the  towD  of  Wiabech,  a.d.  1S13."  The  original  alms- 
houses of  Mrs.  Sturmyn  were  burnt  down  with  other 
buildings  in  1661,  but  rebuilt  in  the  following  year. 

A.D.  Dr.  Hawkins,  who  was  a  native  of  Wisbech,  and  died 
1631.  in  London  in  1631,  gave  £300.  towards  building  certain 
almshouses,  which  also  are  situated  on  the  south-east  of 
the  church,  near  those  lest  mentioned.  A  stone,  cm  which 
is  inscribed  "  Anno  Dom.  1626.  Heniy  Hawkins,  Dr.  of 
"  Laws,  bom  in  Wisbech,  deceased  at  London,  built 
"  these  almshouses  for  habitati<m  of  six  poor  families," 
marks  the  donation  of  the  founder. 

ISn.  Mrs.  Mayeb's  asylum  is  a  noble  and  benefic«it 
institution.  The  late  Mrs.  Jodith  Mayer,  of  Wisbech, 
by  hei  will  dated  30th  May  1811,  and  who  died  in  the 
month  <^  September  following,  gave  to  Robert  Walpole, 
eaq.  and  Hugh  Jackstm,  gent.  £500.  to  be  lud  out  in 
the  erection  of  an  asylum,  to  be  called  after  her  namef 
for  the  reception  of  such  poor  persoDs  in  Wisbech  as 
might  happen  to  be  afflicted  with  palsy,  rhenmatism, 
gout,  blindness,  or  any  other  complaint,  to  render  th«n 
objects  of  compassion;  and  to  the  capital  buigeases, 
the  vicar,  and  churchwaideuB,  the  sum  of  £  1200.  in 
trust,  to  Kp^y  the  dividends  (except  £6.)  towards 
keeping  snch  building  in  repair,  and  for  the  baoe&t  of 
such  poor  persons,  whose  bodily  afflictions  and  meritoriomi 
conduct  rendered  them  fit  objects;  and  the  said  £5. 
per  annum  is  to  be  given,  one  moiety  to  the  vicar,  and 
(me  moiety  to  the  churchwardens,  for  their  trouble. 
-  She  also  gave  £400.  further,  making  altogether  £2100. 
the  interest  of  one  half  of  the  said  £  400.  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  sach  of.  the  poor  of  Wisbech  aa  the 
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Mfutsl  btugeasea,  vicar,  and  charchwardms  should  deem 
proper  object!,  tad  to  ezpeod  the  interest  of  the  other 
half  in  the  purchase  of  coals  for  the  persona  dwdling 
in  the  sereial  ahnshonaes. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  statute  of  Mortmain  *  directs 
that  no  lands  or  tenements,  or  moaey  to  be  lud  out 
therecHi,  riiall  be  given  for  or  charged  with  any  charitable 
usea  whatever,  unless  by  deed  indented,  executed  in 
the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  tweAw  montAt  before  t&e 
death  of  the  Amor,  amd  enrolled  in  chancery  vithiM  ax 
months  after  itt  exeattiom  ;  it  so  happoied  that  Mrs. 
Mayer  died  four  months  after  the  making  of  her  will, 
whereby  the  bequest  of  the  said  two  sums  of  £  500.  and 
£  1200.  became  void  in  law,  and  thus  failing  of  effect, 
the  wbtde  thereof  lapsed  to  the  said  Hugh  Jackson,  who 
was  appointed  rsMdnary  l^;atee  and  ezecntOT  of  Mn. 
Mayer's  will.  Mr.  Jackson  has  resided  many  years  in 
Wisbech,  with  high  reputation  amoqgst  his  neighbours, 
not  only  for  his  integrity  and  uncormpt  mind,  but  for 
his  general  benevolence.  The  effects  of  the  latter  are 
shewn  in  deed  and  in  truth  by  his  substantially  deter- 
mining to  fulfil,  and  fulfilling,  what  he  conceived  to  be 
the  actual  and  real  intention  of  the  testatrix ;  and  in 
order  to  carry  into  execution  the  tmsts  of  the  said  will, 
in  respect  to  the  building  and  endowment  of  the  said 
asylum,  he  erected  five  tenements  or  dwelling  houses, 
denomintrting  the  same  "  Mrs.  Mayer's  Asylum ;"  having 
expended  in  the  building  and  completing  therectf  a  sum  of 
money  considerably  above  the  £  &00.  bequeathed  for  that 
purpose ;  and  he  further  laid  out  and  invested  £  1!200. 
in  the  names  of  himself  and  two  other  trustees,  in  govern- 

•  »t^  GeoTft  IL  c.  u. 
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ment  seeorities,  to  be  applinble  towudi  tbe  sopport 
qf  the  said  aayhuui  aad  for  tbe  uk  and  benefit  oi  th« 
poor  peraoiu  residuig  thereiB ;  and  the  further  Bum 
of  £  400.  was  invested  in  the  names  of  ^e  like  tnisteee 
in  the  £4.  per  cent,  consols,  in  tniat,  to  apply  such  a 
propoftioD  theieof  as  would  annually  purchase  ene 
chaldroit  of  good  sea  coala,  (ox  the  benefit  of  each  of  the 
inhabitants  ibr  the  time  being,  reaident  in  each  of  tbe 
said  five  several  tratementa,  and  the  remaining  proportion 
of  diridend  in  the  purchaee  of  like  coals,  to  he  annnaUy 
distributed  anoogst  tbe  other  potv,  dwelling  in  the 
^veral  other  almshouses  wtt^  the  town. 

THE  CASTLE  ALMSHOUSES 

A.D,    were  built  by  Mr.  Joseph  Medworth  in  the  year  18IS, 
1813.  for  five  poor  women.    He,  during  his  life,  makes  tba 

appointment,  and  takes  the  direction  thereof  uoder  his 

own  management. 

There  -wen  likewise  certain  ahnshouaea  situate  on  the 
south  side  of  the  cbuTch  yard,  near  tbe  vicar's  garden, 
pulled  down  at  the  time  when  Dr.  Burrough  was  vicar 
1757.  of  the  paiub,  about  the  year  1757 ;  and  there  -wen 
also  otheiB  at  tbe  ^draBce  into  Daadiaan'a  Lane,  next 
the  gate  adjoining  the  door  of  the  castle  gardens,  near 
^e  pond.  * 

OTHER  CHARITIES. 

1626.  .  Mr.  William  Scotbed  gave  by  deed  twelve  acres 
of  pasture  in  Wisbedt  St  Mary's,  in  Sajrw's  field,  to 
trustees,  the  full  rents  whereof  he  directed  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  tbe  churchwardens  of  Wisbech  St.  Peter's,  fi^ 
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the  HBO  of  the  poor  for  evts :  the  said  churchwardeOB 
to  diatribute  the  Bame,  and  leliere  the  most  needful 
poor  of  Wiabech  St.  Fet^s,  as  the  proper  gift  of  the 
■aid  William  Scotred. 

Thomas  Pabke,  esq.  hyirill,  gave  his  hoose  at  the  a.d. 
wtd  of  Ship  Luw,  in  Wisbech,  with  all  the  buildings  1628. 
thereto  belonging,  to  the  corporation  of  the  town  of 
Wisbech,  to  provide  shoeB  and  hose  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  said  parish  for  ever.  This  charity  hae  for  many 
years  been  in  the  hands  of  feoffees,  who  received  the  rents, 
aod  distributed  them  for  the  «se  o£  the  poor ;  hnt  the 
cwporation  have  lately  resumed  the  trust.*  He  also  gave 
twea^-eight  acres  of  land  in  Elm,  to  incie&se  the  stipend 
of  the  schoolmaster,  which  ir  received  by  him,  and  the 
land  let  and  managed  at  hia  discreticm.  Ue  also  gave 
one  hundred  marks  to  amend  the  highway  between  Lyrtn 
and  Wisbech. 

RoBBKT  IiOvicKB  gave  ax  actea  of  pasture  in  Ter>  1635. 
rington  St.  John's,   in  Church  field,  oa  trust,  to  pay 
£  3.  \0s.  br  pkeaching  seven  senuons  between  Easter 
wid  Whit  Sunday. 

Ethbldssd  Pakke,  the  widow  of  lliunas  Parke,  1639. 
«eq.  gave  &Te    acres  of  land  in  Wisbech^  out  of   the 
renta  whereof  13<.  4fL  was  to  be  pud  for  a  sermon  on 
the  2d  November,  or  in  neglect  thereof,  to  be  distri- 
buted  to    the  poor,  and  the  residue  was  to  jurovide^ 


*  On  ■  (toiu  iffixed  in  front  of  the  bniUmg  ue  theee  word* :  "  Tbomi 
"  Peiki,  Mq.  |iTe  thii  houe  t|r  tke  clottung  of  tiii  poor  people  i 
"Wubech.    RebontirOi." 
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yearly,  cloth  for  tJiree  poor  women  for  gowns.  Sfae 
ftlflo  gave  fifteen  acres  of  land  hk  Emneth,  out  of  tlicr 
rent  wheret^  aeTen  poundH  yearly  was  to  be  paid  for 
BennoDB  on  saint  days. 

Mr.  John  Crane  was  an  apothecary  of  Cambridge,* 
and  in  Mackerilt's  Account  of  Lynn,  is  stated  to  have 
been  a  very  charitable  person  to  the  royalists  in  the 
time  of  the  usurpation,  whran  he  {nivately  relieved ;  and 
gave  at  his  death  to  charitable  uses  £3,000.  Several 
towns  shared  in  his  bene^tions.  26th  June  1661,  by 
will,  he  gare  a  certain  inn  called  the  Black  Bull,  in 
Wbbechit  with  outbuildings  thereto  belonging;  one' 
half  of  the  revenue  to  amend  the  schoolmaster's  wages 
<^  the  free  grammar  school,  and  the  other  half  to  be 
laid  out  in  com  and  firing,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of 
the  tame  town  about  Christmas.}  He  also  appointed  his 
execnton  to  purchase  land  to  produce  £60.  per  annimi ;  (be 
first  year's  rent  he  gave  to  the  university  of  Cambridge,  tot 
poor  scholars  that  were  sick,  to  come  once  in  five  years; 
the  second  year's  revenue  to  the  town  of  Wisbech,  to 
be  lent  to  young  men  to  help  to  set  them  up,  and  to 
pay  it  back  in  twenty  years  without  interest,  and  this 
to  continue  until  there  should  be  £200.  stock,  coming 
ev^  filth  year ;  the  third  jrear's  revenue  to  the  town  of 
of  Cambridge,  in  the  same  manner ;  the  fourth  year's 
revenue  to  the  town  of  King's  Lynn,  and  the  fifth  to- 


*  FnUeTMjm  be  wubommt  Wiibach. 

t  Now  callNL  the  Naw  Inn,  in  tlw  nne  line  of  baoMswitb  tbe  Hom 
•od  Crawn  inn. 

}  Tlii*  donmtioB  U  diitrilnled  on  tb«  Mit  December,  (SLTbotui'i  daj) 
in  e*erj  fear. 
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tin  town  (rf  Ipswich  (Mug  die  town  where  Mr.  Bntlet,* 
of  ffamouB  memoiy,  was  buried)  with  the  hke-cMldttiMn. 
After  the  stock  of  £200.  aocomutated  for  each  town,  Uiea 
the  every  fifth  ysar'ft  rest  of  the  land,  wbtin  ptirchased, 
shtrtild  b«  reeaired  by  eaoh  corporation,  after  bestowing 
tbefeouttwo  poaods  for  having  a  Bennon  preaohed  in  each 
town  for  the  year  in  which  the  rent  is  received ;  then  the 
remainder  to  be  "  given  and  bestowed  upOn  honest,  ^r 
"  ao),  thut  be  in  prisoD  tor  debt,  or  old  women,  ix  for  the 
"  relisf  of  poor  men  in  wont,  or  to  reheve  them  out  of 
"  prison  for  debt;  and  that  the  trustees  should  relieve  the 
"  meit  bonett,  godliest,  and  religious  pereooB,  mtti  dnd 
"  women,  in  thi  said  serettil  towns,  that  have  lived 
"  wiU^  and  bad  a  good  report,  being  fellen  into  decay- 
"  by  some  eztraordinary  occairion,  and  not  to  give  it  tti 
"  dissembling,  hypocritical  persons." 

The  money  wv  laid  out  in  the  porchase  of  an  estate 
St  Fleet,  in  Lincolnshire,  crasisting  of  one  hundred  and 
ei^y-ene  acres,  three  roods,  thirty-seven  perches ;  the 
rents  of  which  anfapprdpriated  in  quinquennial  rotation  to 
the  onttersity  of  Cambridge,  and  the  townis  of  Wisbech, 
Camhridg^  Lynn,  and  Ipswich,  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
there.  The  mcoAie  undo*  the  old  leases  amounted  to 
£396.  10*.  per  anoum,  and  these  expiring  at  Lady-day 
1827,  the  estate  was  then  let  for  one  year,  on  conditions 
very  boneficial  to  the  property,  at  the  sum  of  £439. 


'  lb.  Winkm  Btttlra  wu  k  pbjvicnn,  born  at  Ipdrich,  tai  Bdunted 
•t  dut  HiB.  Hs  pnctlied  M  CimliridEe  withont  ■  dvgrea,  but  tlui 
oMitf  of  Ui  aasuM,  Mi4  tka  bold  sachod  b  wlikfa  b«  tmlsd  Ui  iwdenu, 
■ffan iBcinAlly,  Haitni  hiMafcrcuitt  in  hia profoiuoa.  SeaMBue- 
dotei  of  his  an  recarded,  whicb  axbiUt  Um  Bwe  u  a  cBpriciooa  cbataclu 
tban  a  naa  of  aonnd  ICDM.  He  died  in  1618,  aged  8t.    He  lefi  no  writinga 
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The  town  of  IpRwtch  will  nemm  tbe  lenti  dot  at 

Lady-day 1S28 

The  aniTenity  of  Cambridge,  in 1829 

townofWiabech,in 1830 

town  of  Cambridge,  in 1831 

town  of  Lynn,  in  ^ 1832 

An  aUotment  of  land,  containing  ogbt  aetei,  in 
WiBbech  High  Fen,  wag  wt  out  in  right  of  the  luHue 
given  by  Mr.  Crane'B  will,  now  called  the  New  Imi. 

A.D>       Lord  Viscount  Sayb  and  Sele  gave  £  100.  to  the 
1656.  cafHtal    burgesses,  the    interest  of  whidi  is  annually 

expended  in  clothing  for  poor  people,  whidt  the  capita) 

burgesses  provide  at  Christmaa. 

1656.  WiLLiAH  HotHEs  gave  £200.  to  be  lent  in  sams 
of  £10.  a  piece  to  poor  tradesmen  fw  three  years,  without 
paying  any  interest.  He  alaogave  £400.  tobe  bestowed 
in  land,  for  the  placiog  and  maintenance  of  two  adudara 
at  St.  Mary  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge.  This  was 
laid  out  in  tbe  purchase  of  fivty  acres  of  land  at 
Holbeach,  in  IJncolnahire,  which  then  produced  a  rent 
of  £  20.  per  annum,  but  is  now  let  on  lease  at  £  60.  per 
aiuium,  and  the  accumulation  of  the  uuappliad  rents 
amounts  at  this  day  to  about  £  2,d00.  stock  in  the  three 
per  cent,  annuities,  besides  the  rent  of  the  said  estate 
at  Holbeach. 

Mr.  Thomas  Grainger  Hall  was  the  last  young  person 
who  teceived  the  benefit  of  this  benevolent  institutim  of 
the  founder.  This  gentleman  was  educated  by  the  Rev.  J. 
JackBon,  and  pursued  his  studies  with  such  perseverance, 
that  in  tbe  senate-house  examination  of  the  year  1^4,  he 
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distiiiguiahad  hinuelf  by  obtaining  a  wrangler'a  d^ree,* 
being  6fth  in  rotation,  besides  obtaining  three  prizes  of 
books  from  his  college,  in  testimony  of  his  superior  attain- 
mmts.  Mr.  Holmes  was  a  native  of  Wisbech,  and  left  this 
bequest,  for  the  space  of  seven  yean,  to  scholars  of  the 
grammar  school,  bom  in  the  parish  of  Wisbech,  and  who 
had  been  edocated  there  for  three  years,  and  whose 
friends*  and  parents'  estates  were  not  wholly  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  them  as  scholars  in  the  university  of 
Cambridge.  The  present  revenue  is  about  £  140.  per 
annum  for  the  two  scholarships. 

Secretary  Thublok  gave  £160.;  the  interest  to  he    a.d. 
apphed  towards  putting  out  poor  children  apprentices.  1656. 
He  gave  £  60.  to  make  a  causeway  from  the  com  market 
to  the  little  sluice ;  and  also  £  50.  for  purchasing  books 
to  be  added  to  the  public  library  in  the  church. 

Richmond  Giblino  by  will  gave  £2.  to  be  dis-  1668. 
tribnted  every  ten  years  amongst  the  most  honest,  poor 
people,  by  the  churchwardens,  issuing  out  of  lands  in 
Stradbroke,  in  Sufiblk.     This  vrill  he  due  to  the  parish 
of  Wisbech  in  the  year  1828. 

Mrs.  MiDDLEcoTB   by  will  gave   £2.  to  be   paid  1658. 
yearly  for  six  sermons  on  Wednesdays  in  Lent. 

Mr.  Hehry  Piebson   gave  most  of  his  books  to  1664. 
the  chinch  library. 

*  The  terau  WmglaTi,  Senior  Optinua,  ud  Junior  Optiinei,  m  baumrj 
diidnctiou  at  Iba  oairanitj  of  Cunbridge,  origiiisUj  mpplied  tn  iImmb  who 
BzcaUed  ib  lehohitic  diqmtatbot.  Mid  nhkh  m  itiU  retuud,  now  tW 
the  uehta  of  the  itodenu  aia  Hnruidsd  bj  mora  cortain  crilaria.  Tba 
young  OMni  an  anangad  ib  order,  according  to  their  attainnenta,  aa  detei- 
Wtnadby  wi«whi»tioB«riwchoccBpi«ath«t>e  preceding  daji. 

x2 
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A.D.       Mr.  Richard  Koycb  gave  uxteen  acres  of  land  in 

1669.  Wisbech  fen,  oat  of  the  rents  whereof  waa  to  be  bought 

a  piece  of  plate  for  the  church,  and  afterwards,  the  rents 

were  to  be  applied  in  the  pnrebase  of  clothing'  fi>t  poor 

widows,  which  is  prorided  for  them  at  ChriatBiaa.  ' 

1701.  Mr.  RicRABo  LoAKX  abo  bequeathed  £100.;  the 
interest  to  be  applied  in  clothiag  five  poor  widow*  or 
housekeepen.  ThisalsoiaUidmtbytbecapitalbutgesBcs 
fijr  Buch  purpom  every  Christmas. 

1729.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Weight,  formerly  of  Wisbech,  was 
a  splendid  bene&ctress  to  the  town ;  Ae  gave  a  hoose 
near  the  bridge,  which  now  lets  for  £60.  per  aimnm, 
to  the  use  of  the  cboiity  school  for  boys ;  die  also 
directed  £  12.  per  annum  to  be  pted  out  oE  bst  estates  ta 
the  girls'  charity  school.  She  gave  a  certain  estate  at 
Sutton,  the  rents  whereof  are  to  be  applied  amongst  honest, 
necessitous  women,  that  havelived  in  good  credit  snd  re-- 
putation,  and  attend  at  church;  and  the  proSts  of  aU  other 
parts  of  her  estates,  not  before  appn^niated,  she  gave  t* 
such  charitable  uses  and  in  such  manner  as  hei  trusteii  in 
their  discretion  should  think  fit;  The  amount  of  rent  of 
these  latter  estates,  independent  of  the  house  given  to  the 
boys'  school,  has  of  late  been  £340.,  msking  together 
£  400.  per  annum. 

Mrs.  Jane  Bellamy,  widow  of  John  Bdlany,  eaq. 
by  her  will  gave  £200.  to  such  charitable  mbi  as 
vhuuld  be  judged  most  proper  by  her  executors,  who 
appropriated  the  money  to  tbe  boys'  charity  icluKll. 

1793.  Mr.  John  Baxteb  gave  to  the  cafntal  burgesses  the 
interest  of  £1,200.  his  property  in  the  funds,  being 
then  in  the  navy  five  per  cents,  in  trust,  to  allow  vuMtUy 
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£10.  each  to  meh  poor  old  mea  or  women,  totally 
incapacitated  from  labour,  as  should  be  by  them  thought 
fit  aitd  proptt  <d>j«et« ,-  with  this  injunctioa — that  they 
•bould  ootutaotly  attend  divine  worship  ereiy  Sunday, 
•nd  on  neglect  thereto,  the  charity  to  be  discontuiued : 
Irt  4M  in  1798. 

THE  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS 

u  tappotled  by  the  benefaotioiw  of  several  pious  persom,*  a.d. 
and  Dr.  Jobnoa  added  to  theee  donations  £  100.  Hie  1611. 
first  stone  of  this  mihotA  was  laid  the  16th  July  1811. 
It  ia  oaloalated  for  the  accommodatton  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  boys.  In  tiiis  school,  the  principles  of.  Um 
Christian  religion  are  to  be  taught,  accordii^  to  the 
doctrine  and  practice  of  the  Ohurch  of  England,  and 
the  admirable  method  of  instruction  is  pursued,  which 
was  originally  suggested  and  successfally  {Hmctised  by 
Dr.  BeU :  the  end  and  aim  are  to  imbue  the  minds  of 
^eee  on  iti  foundation  with  such  seastmable  knowledge 
as  will  make  them  useful  members  of  socie^ ;  and  witii 
■ach  salutary  instruction,  that  they  may  with  their 
growing  years  advance  in  that  wisdom  which  will  teach 
them,  as  dutiful  children,  to  increase  in  affection  to 
thnr  parents,  in  obedience  to  their  superi<HS,  and  in 
piety  to  Qod.f  The  fiinds  of  this  school  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 


*  B«qnMt*  ta  thu  Khaol  ware  Buda  by  JoMph  Tijlm,  Mqnira, 
Un.  Southwell,  Mt.  North,  Hi.  Edmrdi,  wrenl  of  the  UdMpt  of  Ely, 
Hn.  TnAtd  Bovthwsll,  tee. 

t  At  Ihs  eniNnHT  of  the  Boae^  Ml  in  BdMn'f  0«rin^  iMte, 
iallM,it^pau»d(iomth«r«partoflhaeMa«iitUeraadb;Dr.WalnedeT, 
ttet  the  whole  nnnber  of  ■clwoU«tt>blieh*di)ii  Dr.  BeU'iplmwuCtOO, 
In  wftkh  then  u*  uw  ediKalai  390,000  chiUrcB. 
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THE  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 

This  inBtttvtion  has  long  existed  on  a  Bmall  scale,  but 
in  modem  times  haa  been  much  enlarged,  tbiongfa  the 
munificent  donstione  of  the  same  Dr.  Jobson,  whme  name 
is  h<Hioarab]y  connected  with  all  our  cbaritiea,  and  ike 
bte  Jobn  Edes,  esq.  of  Wiabech,  each  of  whom  gave 
£dOO.,  which  was  laid  out  iu  the  pnrchaae  of  land  in 
Leverington,  consisting  of  23a.  Ik.  19p.  let  in  1814  at 
£  55.  per  annum.  These  lands  are  settled  aa  an  endow- 
ment and  perpetual  support  of  the  said  school,  and  the 
children  are  to  be  instructed  in  Christian  priociidea,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  and  {Mactice  oi  the  church  nS 
England,  and  in  the  useful  arts  of  knitting,  sewing,  &c. 

THE  DORCAS, 

A.D.  tot  enabling  poor  persons  to  purchase  clothing  at  a 
1817.  cheap  rate,  is  a  most  useful  charity.  The  subscribers 
have  tickets  proportitmed  in  number  to  the  amount  of 
their  donations  and  subscriptions,  which  they  give  to 
-  any  poor  persons,  whereby  they  are  entitled  to  receive 
clothing  doable  the  value  of  the  money  brought. 

THE  SAVINGS  BANK. 

These  societies  being  encouraged  by  the  legislature, 
and  considered  highly  conducive  to  the  wel&re  of  the 
poorer  claftses,  as  tending  to  improve  their  moral  con- 
dition, by  fostering  a  spirit  of  industry  end  ecomnny, 
and  to  increase  their  external  comforts,  by  providing  a 
s^e  resource  against  sickness,  old  age,  and  calamity; 
a  bank  of  this  nature  was  established  in  the  year  1818^ 
under  the   sanction   of  an  act  then  lately  passed,  by 
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the  name  of  "the  Wisbech  SaTingB  Bank,"  for  the 
benefit  of  this  town  and  vicinity.  A  subscription  was 
entoed  into  fiw  defraying  the  expenses  attending 
the  'fetmalion,  which  amounted  to  upwards  of  £  400. 
Attendance  is  giren  every  Saturday  at  the  jniy  room  in 
the  shire  hall,  whm  such  small  suns  as  servants, 
joomeymen,  labonrers,  Su.  may  be  able  to  save  from 
thor  earoinga,  are  received,  and  interest  at  the  rate  of 
£  4.  per  cent,  ia  allowed  thereon. 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

was  kept  op  by  a  lady  at  her  own  expense  for  more  than  a.d. 
twelve  years,  until  the  namber  increaMd  bo  as  to  become  1824. 
too  large  for  a  private  room,  when  Bhe  found  it  necessary 
to  limit  the  number.  Another  Sunday  school  was  also 
for  several  years  m^tained  by  the  joint  expense  and 
attendance  of  three  other  young  ladies.  Dr.  Jobson, 
observing  the  happy  effects  produced  by  this  system  of 
gratuitous  teaching,  determined  to  fonn  and  establish 
a  Sunday  school  for  ever,  and  with  his  wonted  liberality 
presented  the  corporation  with  JC500.,  the  interest 
whereof  is  to  be  employed  in  the  education,  on  the  Lord's 
day,  of  poor  boys  and  girls  resident  in  the  town :  the 
school  to  be  under  the  dkection  of  the  ca[nt«l  burgesses, 
Ifrs.  Wrighfs  tnutees,  and  the  subscribers  to  the 
national  school. 

THE  HUMANE  SOCIETY 

has  heva  estabtished  many  years,  but  a  greater  degree 
of  aetivi^  has  lately  been  excited,  and  new  regulations 
entered  into.  This  useful  institnticMi,  for  the  recovery 
of  persons  apparently  drowned,  employs  its  funds  in 
defraying  the  expenses  occasioned  by  using  the  method 
rectHsmended  for  sncb  purpooea  by  the  London  Humane 
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Society,  and  rUo  in  rewudiog  thoM  who  here  been 
inBtrumeutal  in  reacuing  any  <^  tiinr  fellow-«r««tiiirei 
fnun  a  watuy  grave,  a  guinea  being  given  to  meh  mi 
take  np  a  body.  The  drag,  grap|iling  irons,  8u>.  an 
kept  io  the  comiaittee  room  of  the  workbouse.  It  is 
gowned  by  a  preaideDt,  who  ie  tiie  town-bailiff  of 
Wiabech  for  the  time  being,  and  a  ooaunittse  of  tindve 
penons  are  chosen  annually,  with  a  Mcietary  aad 
treaaurer.  The  corporation,  the  medical  geatleiaeD  in 
the  town,  and  the  cburcbwardens  and  oreraeov,  are 
general  managers.* 

THE  FEMALE  FRIENDLY  SOCIETY 

is  en  unobtni^ve  and  highly  useful  charity,  founded  in 
the  year  1796,  and  managed  by  a  committee  of  ladies. 
The  practice  of  establishing  beneficial  clubs  or  socieUes 
amongst  men,  called  "  Friendly  Societies,"  for  their 
mutual  benefit  and  relief,  has  been  always  considered  to 
promote  the  welfare,  as  well  as  to  relieve  the  neceaaities  of 
the  industrious  and  deserving  part  of  mankind,  which 
induced  government  to  take  such  societies  under  their 
protection.      Accordingly  a  few  ladies  f  met  tt^ther, 

*  Tbera  Ii  aa  inltintioD  wUch  would  be  ■  wrmawnit  tl  pUlaMkt^^ 
tv  ttt  iNnden,  nd  whick  minj  inlMbiUati  wwltf  njoiea  ft  (ft  ffUblUtod, 
■uungit  tha  tunneroa*  bcDiTolent  •odetiei  of  tliU  (owSj  u  tendiag  to 
iati«*«  tlio  mueriea  inddant  to  the  bumu  nee.  A  dupMuvj  u  iho 
object  lUiided  to,  u  i  nuguine  for  medkioei  to  be  4iveawd  mt  the  priBe 
coet  oT  tlie  ingradienti,  for  tlie  benefit  of  tbe  lick  poor.  Wo  tnut,  that  it 
fkndt  wet«  once  nieed  to  fiinn  inch  u  erttUiilinient,  thg  benefit!  raceii^ 
fromta  leioiiTee*  woold  not  onljhe  ■cknowledged  with  gntitBde,  bntthit 
its  dnvcton  waold  be  <«ibled  to  dkpenie  "  kealisg  medkUe  to  the  «on 
'•  WBi  dHgbteff  o(  pprartj  Md  aidirtnw  wjtfi  OHBlit;." 

I  T^iru  one  of  the  fintofthe  public  chuitirM  ia  tbii  t«wa«  i»  vl4c^ 
bdiei  intnerted  thenuelTei,  bj  petMue]  eppUntiui,  to  lolicit  the  beurc- 
lence  of  tbeii  neigbboora,  which,  by  iti  then  norelty,  M  tDiny  of  lb* 
bhrtib>ta  to  mat  dmr  fast  nddrtM  vitfc  ■  degree  of  ridinfc,  u  If 
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with  a  view  to  ettablith  a  society  upon  a  similai  plan, 
ftff  the  relief  of  tuch  wimrm  u  nti^t  think  proper  to 
unite  &r  the  same  good  and  laadable  pufpoees,  and 
to  contribute,  hj  their  indiutrious  and  prudent  manage- 
uant,  tovrarda  raiaing  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  tbenuelres 
in  timee  of  tidbusi  amd  aid  age.  With  this  view,  a 
specific  number  of  women  within  the  town  of  Wisbech 
fonned  tbenuelreB  into  a  society,  subject  to  certain 
rules  and  regulatioDs,  under  the  patronage,  and  with  the 
pecuniary  aid  of  many  ladies,  and  other  respectable 
perwms,  who  agreed  to  contcibute  their  aubscriptionsf 
and  are  comidwed  honorary  membera.  The  society  is 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  memben,  exclusive  of  the 
htmoiary  onea.  Three  ormore  stewards  are  appunted  by 
the  benorary  membera,  who  are  a  committee,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  institution,  A  treasurer  and  secretary 
are  appointed,  and  quarterly  and  annual  meetings  an 
bolden,  when  reports  are  made  of  new  members  applying 
for  admission,  and  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  sick. 
R^aotory  memben  (if  any)  are  reproved,  and  abuses 

■ad  bcMfbt  dtaii  |aod  ntject  to  ■  yro^Mrou  Mooni^ukBant.  At  thit 
tiau  thuti  trt  MTsnl  gxcelleiit  duhtiM  Biiiring  under  the  dbectioii  ud 
pmoul  Tfwtktion  of  the  bdiw.    Sncli  iutitDliou  msK  Iw  tcknowbdged 

MMDect  tka  thOM  who,  Willi  tlie  te 
mt  hiidHtb,  udwera  the  chief  abjecti  of  hit  lAectioMte  idicitade  tt  that 
awAil  lunu,  iren  hnulei.  Thi(  lociet;  lu*  lendeied  eieeiitiri  lernce  M 
the  dMtitiU  widow,  toA  jaMj  cUiai  tbe  tppnWtiaa  of  the  poMk,  M 
well  M  leflicli  WMh  kooaoT  on  the  oilciiial  taaimi  f  vd,  it  is  Onitedi 
the  eoi^alei  win  net  oSead  the  deUcic;  of  the  raniiiof  ladie*  who  otlcia*!^ 
coBMitated  the  comeuttee  fron  whenn  thie  iaMitatiati  qwnif.hyentiaDiat 
the  uaei  of  Mre.  PeckoTtr,  Mr*.  Rebecca  BoIUmj,  Mn,  Ganhaa,  iBd 
Mn.  UnB,  th«  two  bitai  at  whom  en  doeeaied. 
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endeaToursd  to  be  prevented.  The  beat  means  ans 
taken,  by  placing  the  money  out  at  interest,  to  improve 
the  fund,  which  at  this  time  amounts  £1629.  12*.  No 
penon  is  admitted  above  the  age  of  fixty-five,  dot  any 
pcnon  in  bad  health  or  (rf*  ill  fame.  Htmoraryinanbers 
pay  five  shillings  adnktaiioe,  and  six  ahiHinga  and  aiz- 
penee  a  year,  continning  the  same  yeariy ;  and  each  of 
the  other  noembets  pay  two  shillings  and  sixpence  entnu>ce, . 
and  a  snbactiption  of  sixpence  halfpenny  the  first  Monday 
in  every  month  in  advance.  If  any  member  be  taken  iU 
pr  lame,  and  cannot  pumie  her  osoal  employment, 
(provided  her  misfortune  does  not  arise  from  ho*  own 
misconduct)  she  is  allowed  three  ahillii^  and  sixpence 
per  week  tor  the  first  month  ot  her  confinement,  and 
afterwaida  two  shillii^  and  sixpence  a  week,  ma  hmg  as 
the  stewards  think  frvftr,  until  ahe  shall  recover. 
Twenty  shillings  ia  paid  to  a  married  wonan,  oa  the 
death  of  her  husband,  and  five  shillings  for  each  of 
h<r  children  then  livii^  under  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
The  monthly  subscription  of  each  single  member  and 
widow  ceases  at  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  provided  she 
has  had  no  relief,  (if  oUierwise,  at  sixty)  and  she  then 
is  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  £  4.  per  annum  for  life,  provided 
she  became  a  member  previous  to,  and  £  2.  12f.  if  after 
a  certain  year,  and  in  either  case  exmented  fhim 
further  paymoits. 

From  the  time  of  the  establishment,  Ist  February 
1796,  to  lat  Febmaty  1827,  this  society  has  paid  the 
-a^r^te  sum  of  £1462.  11*.  thirty-five  vromen,  on 
an  average,  being  benefited  by  it  in  each  year,  viz. 
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£.  i.  d. 
To  women  during  their  cmifinement  in 

cluldb«d,  the  Bom  o£ 335  0  0  . 

Dwing  BJckneBHf  the  sum  erf" 414  16  0 

Seprired  c£  their  faiubuidB  by  death  46  15  0 
Tkb  annuities,  which  commenced  in 

1811,amouDtto 666    0  0 


£  1463  11    0 


Twenty  annuitants  are  now  oa  the  list,  receiving.j£4. 
per  ^iiTmr"  dnrine  life. 

The  intention  (A  the  ladies  was  to  have  kept  one 
huikdred  benefited  memben  constantly  npon  the  liat,  but 
when  the  annuities  commenced,  the  income  was  discorered 
to  be  Tery  inadequate  to  fulfil  the  claims  thareon,  which 
made  it  necessary  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
ttf  the  fund,  the  resnlt  of  which  waa  a  rescdution,  that 
the  then  preemt  memben  should  leceiTe  annuities  of  £A. 
per  annum,  and  that  the  future  annuities  to  all  members 
thoeafter  admitted  should  be  £2. 12(.  On  account  of 
the  insuffiaency,*^  the  fund,  it  was  found  necessary, 
in  the  year  1803,  to  reduce  the  number  i^  parsons 
benefited  from  one  hundred  to  sixty,  which  hare  been 
since  increased  to  ugh^,  where  it  is  now  stationary.* 


*  The  Bxtoot  at  tiMtblnew  of  thia  ehari^  U  aot  lo  gananllj  kaown  tm 
hm^t  totw;  it  ■■  poHWwd  of  pacoliiT  duaunpoD  tha  bwMToleitt,  idmIm 
wUch  iaprwiign,  the  ctaipilcr  hM  baoa  wan  copiotu  in  iti  daacription  j 
te  ia  Bcksan  and  <M  ige,  oar  ftUov  crsataTaahaTeclaiaif^aBtbB  feelingB 
cf  thair  BDia  aSoBBt  ftaigbtoon,  aadwbancaaou«hiiBdaiiceb«bMfa)md 
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CLOTHING  THE  NECESSITOUS  POOR 

is  another  excellent  chuity,  inatitated  in  the  year  1816, 
supported  by  ladies.  The  doaatiotM  ue  from  three  to 
six  shilUnga,  and  the  tickets  are  distribnted  to  the  poor  to 
wtDter.  The  cooimittee  are  always  hi^py  in  expreeaing 
their  grateful  acknovledgmeBtB  to  such  ladies  as  kindly 
aid  the  deaigii  of  the  institution  by  presents  in  clothing. 

OTHER  FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES 

for  raisii^  snbecriplioiui  amongst  the  male  members 
thereof,  or  by  roluntaiy  contributiona  for  tiitar  mntnal 
rdief,  or  maintenance  of  their  membera  in  old  age, 
•i<Aiie«B,  end  infinnity,  or  foe  the  relief  of  the  widows 
•nd  children  of  deceased  members,  are  established  in 
tiie  t<twn  to  the  number  of  five,  catsisting  altogether 
of  more  than  four  hundred  and  eighty  members.  Ihe 
effects  of  these  popular  institntions  are  very  salutary 
and  beneficial  to  those  who  are  most  interested  in  thm 
auccesa — the  mechanics  and  labourers  of  the  kingdom. 
Hm  amallness  <rf'  the  sums  contributed  readcn  their 
payments  to  be  scaroely  felt  as  a  inivation ;  while  the 
aaaistanoe  affofded  iti  cases  of  sickness  is  of  ttie  stnoat 
importance  to  the  poor  and  their  femilies.  Hiey  also 
create  a  spirit  of  independence,  the  best  antidote  to  tile 
evila  of  the  poor  rate,  and  conaequentiy  induce  habits 
of  forethought,  prudence,  and  industry.     Besides  these 


■ore  Itndtblf  >  tLtn  in  TeSeiioglbe  Deeeuitieiordeunug  tnduidannan* 
•ick  uid  aged  petMiu  1  Iln.  M elolfe,  t^e  wortb j  lecretary,  win  feeb  the 
ttrongMt  Interect  !a  promotiag  tlie%eiiefiti  oF  tliis  tiiititutioii,  bM  UluDj 
TiuDuIied  the  compSer  wltli  the  ■bore  pattlcnltTi  leladi^  to  it. 
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pnbUc  ckaritieB,  tken  are  maaf  mbBcriptioiis  for 
bateroient  purpows,  u  well  amongst  those  profciHi^ 
the  pfineiplM  of  the  eatahla^ed  ehuich,  as  amongat 
obiistianfi  of  other  duunainatkmB,  both  colleetiTely  and 
■odiTidnally,  and  several  benefit  or  amicaUe  societies 
are  wril  ntpporCed.* 

RELIGIOUS  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Manifold  as  are  the  blessings,  says  Southey,  for  which 
Englishmen  are  beholden  to  the  inBtitations  of  their 
country,  there  is  no  part  of  these  institntiona  from  which 
they  derive  more  important  advantages,  than  from  its 
church  establishment.  That  venerable  church  has  pro- 
vided in  her  litu^y  a  form  of  prayer,  so  beautiful,  bo 
devout,  so  correct,  so  scriptural,  so  admirably  adapted, 
both  as  to  its  matter  and  language,  "  for  all  sorts  and 
"  conditions  of  men,"  that  it  has  been  freq^uently,  and  with 
much  propriety,  denominated  the  Srst  of  uninspired  comr 
positions.  We  cannot  but  consider  those  congregations 
who  are  deprived  of  it,  however  pious  and  efficient  their 
ministers  may  be,  as  sustaining  a  great  loss.  We  will 
not  venture  to  assert  that  any  division  of  the  visible 
church  of  Christ  is  exclusively  modelled  on  the  standard 
of  perfection :  the  members  of  every  church  should  ex- 
ercise mutual  charity  and  forbearance,  for  it  becomes 
the  children  of  God  to  divest  themselves  of  that  bigotry 
which  inclines  some  men  to  consider  no  others  as 
Christians,  but  those  who  belong  to  their  own  church. 

*  The  uuiDal  Te*Riiie  derived  bm  public;  chnitiM  ia  Eagluid,  uimng 
&o«  khU  Mid  profit!  of  mtMoage*,  bn^,  teneownti,  tnd  hsnditunenia, 
froM  ikiiimit  bdwigtag  to  uy  OMrpMrntioa  or  wxaaty  of  pmto*,  or  of 
vlj  uwtte  chvitaUe  paiMBi,  u.*«rf  Muidw*U«,  uidUHtdtaiaea>t 
to  £  9rc,399.  lib  The  annul  raTenoe  in  Welei,  foi  ubUu  pnipoae*.  to 
^3,519. 13i.  lid.;  ud  in  ScoClud,  to  ^53,079.  3i.  lid.,  nuking  ■  pou 
total  fbr  Ei|Uad,  Wilei,  end  Scotland  of  X  1,1X3,996.  8i.  10^ 
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The  irae  Chmtian  will  love  all  who  bre  the  Lofd 
Jemu  ChiiBt  ia  siacerity;  he  will  admit  that  do  part 
of  tiie  risible  church  ia  iree  from  itoperfectiotu,  and  will 
acknowledge  also,  that  every  part  of  the  bnildii^,  which 
in  its  eaaentialB  is  erected  upon  the  foundation  laid  bj 
Christ  and  his  apostles,  contains  those  who  an  membotm 
of  Christ,  children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  Heaven.  Let 
us  then  love  as  brethren  ail  those  whom  God  reeeires 
as  his  children,  and  look  fwward  with  hope  and  expect- 
ation to  the  glorioos  period,  when  the  chnrch  of  Christ 
will  be  one  in  faith,  hope,  and  love,  and  all  live  together 
in  the  unity  of  the  spirit,  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and 
in  righteousness  of  life.  Let  the  spirit  of  Christian  bve 
and  forbearance  influence  all  our  labours,  and  the  precepts 
of  the  bible  be  our  constant  guide,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  we  admire  that  gracious  gospel  and  those  precious 
doctrines  of  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  which  God 
hath  revealed  to  us  in  his  Holy  Scriptures,  and  which  are 
able  to  make  all  who  rec^ve  them  "  wise  unto  salvation." 
There  are  many  bodies  of  Christiana  in  this  nation,  who 
differ  in  some  degree  from  the  church  of  England,  as 
established  by  law.  No  man,  however,  ought  or  is  to 
be  molested  on  account  of  his  religion,  who  complies 
with  the  regulations  required  by  existing  statutes.  In 
this  town,  those  who  dissent  from  the  eetablished  church 
have  places'  of  worship  erected  for  the  celebration  of 
their  respective  services,  and  in  the  enumeration- thereof 
we  shall  cwnmence  with  the 

SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS. 

Their  meeting  house  is  situated  on  the  North  Brink, 
and  is  correspondent  with  the  primitive  simplicity  of 
the  body.     They  consider  that  true  spiritual   worship 
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immsta  in  commanion  of  soul  with  the  Creator,  not 
mternipt«d  by  ceremonial  ordinances  or  religious  ob- 
wnrancea,  originating  in  the  invention  or  contrirance 
of  men.  In  Uie  burial  ground  adjoining  to  this  meeting 
houBO  is  a  grave,  the  edging  with  which  it  is  surrounded 
is  in  the  shape  of  a  coffin,  planted  with  boi,  kept  and 
clipped  in  the  neatest  otder,  with  the  initisU '  J.  S.'  and 
die  word  and  figures  '  aged  88 — 17^,'  formed  also  in 
the  box,  pknted  orer  the  body  there  interred,  which  ia 
said  to  have  been  that  of  '  Jane  Stuart,'  a  descendant 
from  the  royal  family  of  that  name.  There  is  also  a 
moanmental  stone  to  the  mtmwy  ot  John  Hancock, 
who  died  in  176],  aged  77. 

METHODISTS. 

The  term  Methodist  has  been  indiscriminately  ap{Jied 
to  dissenters  in  general,  and  to  persons  of  every  deno- 
mination, who  manifest  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  <^ 
personal  religion.  Then  is,  however,  a  body  of  professing 
christians  to  which  the  name  properly  belongs.  The 
Methodist  society  was  first  founded  in  1729;  Mr.  John 
Wesley,  Uien  a  fUlow  of  Lincoln  College,  Oxford,  with 
his  brother  and  two  others,  set  apart  some  evcnii^  in 
the  week  for  reading  the  Greek  Testamoit,  conversation 
and  prayer.  Others  soon  afterwards  jmned  than,  when 
they  formed  rules  for  the  regulation  of  their  time  and 
studies,  for  reading  the  scriptures,  and  self  examination, 
and  thus  obtained  the  name  of  "  Methodists,"  from  the 
'  exact  regukrity  of  their  Uves.  The  Wesleyan  Methodists, 
as  they  are  now  called,  were  first  formed  into  a  society 
in  1738,  after  Mr.  Wesley's  return  from  America,  where 
he  went  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Indians.     WeBley 
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profesBed  the  dtctme  of  Anainiua^  whilst  Whitfield 
daclai«d  hia  full  aMsai  to  the  doothaes  i^  Calno.  This 
difieiBDc«  of  Bentintent  betwoen  these  two  eminent  meo 
canted  a  aeparatioti,  and  their  ibllowen  coDtinue  to  be 
divided  to  this  day.  The  Methodieta  auustein,  that  by 
virtue  of  the  blood  erf'  Jeaiu  and  the  operatioiu  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  it  ia  their  privilege  to  arrire  at  that  maturi^ 
in  grace,  and  participation  of  the-  Divine  nature,  which 
loxdudea  sin  from  the  heart,  and  fills  it  with  perfect  love 
to  Qod  and  nea.*  The  following  ia  a  statement  of  the 
numbers  in  their  soue^  in  July  1826,  OLtracted  fiom 
the  Duoatea  of  confeicoce : 

In  Great  Britain    191^17 

Ireland 23,800 

West  Indies  and  other  foreign  staticmB  27,442 

America 240,934 


ToUl  number  in  the  Methodist  sodetiea    483,383 


Their  traveling  preachers  amaant  to  about  650.  Hie 
Methodist  Chapel  at  Wiebecli  stands  in>  the  Crescent,  it 
is  well  fitted  up  with  pews>  and  will  contain  about  560 
persons.    It  was  erected  in  the  year  1803. 

THE  INDEPENDENT  CHAPEL, 

situated  on  the  castle  premises,  and  forming  nearly  tne 
whole  aide  of  the  areatte  called  Caatle  Squaft,  leading 
into  the  Crescent,  is  a  neat  and  eommodioua  buikfing, 
about  fifty-four  feet  long,  by  thirty-four  wide,  and 
capable,  in  its  present  state,  of  accommodating  nearly 

*  Jonea'  Baligioai  OpioMU. 


i  by  Google 


WISBECH. 

fi¥«  handred  persona.  It  was  ereoted  in  the  year  1818, 
by  the  united  ezertiona  of  a  few  families  in  the  town 
end  DWghboflrhood  of  the  Independent  denomination, 
and  ia,  together  with  the  hooBO  adjoining,  bailt  for  the 
use  of  the  officiating  miniBt«r,  secured  to  protestant 
dissenters  of  that  fitith  and  order.  The  whole  cost  of 
this  property,  which  is  fireehtdd,  amounted  to  upwards 
of  £2000. 

The  Independents  are  a  sect  of  protestants,  so  called 
from  their  maintaining  that  each  congregation  of 
Christiana,  which  meet  in  one  house  for  public  worship, 
is  a  complete  church ;  has  sufficient  power  to  act  and 
perform  erery  thing  relating  to  religious  goTemment 
within  itself,  and  is  in  no  respect  accountable  to  other 
churches.  The  fliBt  Independent  or  Congregational 
ebiuvh  in  England  was  estaUished  in  the  year  1616, 
Mr.  John  Robinson,  a  Norfolk  divine,  is  considered  as 
their  founder.  The  religious  tenets  maintained  in  'this 
section  of  the  christian  world  are,  in  substance,  the 
same  with  those  of  the  venerable  assembly  of  divines 
which  met  at  Westminster  in  1643,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  and  in  general  accordance  with  the  doctrinal 
uticlea  of  the  Church  of  England,  except  on  those 
point!  which  relate  to  ecclesiastical  polity  and  discipline. 
The  Rev.  William  Holmes  is  the  present  minister, 
whose  qualifications  for  his  office  as  a  man  and  a 
christian  are  highly  respectable. 

BAPTIST  CHAPEL. 

The  General  Baptist  society  in  this  town  appears  to 
have  Miginated  during  the  time  of  the  protectoiate :  at 
least  it  is  certain  that  in  that  period,  a  congr^^tion  of 
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this  denpminntion  existed  in  \yi8beclL*  Thfoi  tonatx 
meeting  house,  sitoate  in  Place's  Yud,  vu  bajJt  in 
1797.  A  Mi.  Henry  Place,  from  wbonv  ecobably,  th^ 
name  was  detived,  accommodated  them  witli  the  grQiu^t 
llieir  present  chapel  in  Ely  PUca  was  ereoted  in  18Q3, 
and  can  accommodate  from  four  hundred  to  five  hmtd'^ 
persona.  They  are  denominaJted  General  frcmx  their 
belief  in  general  redemption,  or  that  Chrisli  died  fin; 
all  men,  and  not,  as  is  sapposed  by  the  adrocatea  for 
Partieular  redemption,  for  only  a  certain  part.  The.  tote 
Hr.  Joseph  Proud,  en^inent  as  a  miniatei  and  a,  writer 
among  the  followers  of  Baron,  Sweduiborg,  wga,  69^ 
of  one  of  the  former  ministers  of  this  society.  Fiom 
17S3  to  1799,  when  I^  removed  to  Hinckley,  Mr.  J. 
Freeshme  was  their  minister.  He  is  known  ^B  the  pit^is 
author  of  "  Reasons  for  not  being  a  Socinian,"  "  £a- 
"  conragements  for  TraveUera  to  Zica"  "  Direoti<)qs  for 
«  Young  Ministers,"  and  seTeral  other  usfifitl  pot^it^t^u. 
He  died  at  Hinckley  in  1819.  Thdr  jmaent  minvt(i;c  is 
the  Rer.  Joseph  Jai^um,  whoae  sernpea  ami^ig  them 
commenced  in  ^802.  This  gentlemap  SHperiftteoda  sa 
establishmott,  belonging  to  the  denoqtinatitKi,  for  edu.- 
cating  young  iffen  for  the  ministry.  A,  bfoertd^ 
institution  was  established  by,  this  congregati<pi  i^;  tbfl 
year  1818,  called  "  The  Christian  Fund,"  f<^  pi)»ind.ing 
for  the  labouring  classes  in  tiqi^  of  i^ckqew. 

THE  JOHNSONIANS 

are  a  body  united  in  the  tenets  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  have  a  place  for  worship  in  Ship  Street,  or,  as  it  has 


•  Oanenl  Baptiil  HiMor;.  <rol.  1.  p.  U«— 141. 
I  Tha  S<Kul;'i,ChuTGh  BwA. 
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of  late  1>e«n  c&tied,  HHl  itieet  their  origin  is  recent^ 
and  ntay  be'd&ted  froib  a  fetrindividualB  withcfrawing 
from  the  congregaltidnil'  DoeedAg  in  Dftadioan's  tane,  in 
WistWch-.      The    BBfArttloti    took   place    in   Novetaber 

1792.  tti'.  Vbihet,  of  Nonrich,  was  then  iavited  to  take 
the  pastoral  cha^,  which  he  accepted.  The  present 
chapel  was  first  used  for  public  worship  on  1st  December 

1793.  Mr.  Fisher  was  OFdbided  over  the  people  in 
Jannaiy  1794,  since  which  the  congr^ation  is  said 
to  iiartt  greatfy  increased.  He  died  in  April  1803, 
when  (he  chuith  and  congregation  earnestly  solicited' 
Mr.  IVaWbtifn  to'  ta&e  the  pastfiral  care,  who,  after  many 
requests,  and  with  the  unanitnooB  desire  of  the  church, 
consented,  and  was  ordained  over  the  people  April  1804, 
and  has  continued  ever  ^ce  to  officiate  and  administer 
the  several  ordinances.  They  derive  their  namie  or  title 
from  Mf.  John  Johnson,  who  was  for  many  years  pastor 
of  8  Baptist '  church  lA  Liverpool,  and  died  at  a  very 
advanced  age,  about  forty  yean  ago.  He  published 
several  volumes  to  explain  and  defend  his  sentiments. 
There  are  but  feW  societies  of  this  denomination.  They 
are  to  be  ftnmd  in  London,  Liverpool,  Norwich, 
Wisbech;  Newaric;  &e.  but  none  of  their  congregations 
are  rtumerous. 

THE  PRESBYTERIANS 

used  tiHiavcA  pkba'  of  wofthip  on  the  nortiiem  side  of 
Ship  Lane,  beyond  the  <M  gnmmer  school.  The  last 
minister  was  a  Mr.  M'Miller,  at  whore  ordination,  that 
euiileat  dissenting  divine.  Dr.  Doddridge,  attended  at 
Wisbech,  and  preacbed  a  sermon  on  the  occasion,  which 
was  afterwards  printed.  Mr.  M'MiUer  was  buried  in 
Wisbech  church  yard;  The  number  of  this  description 
y2 
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o£  dissentav  being  HotftU,  no  othef  minigter  snceeeded 
him,  and  by  d^rees  the  buildii^  falling  into  decay,  the 
premises  vera  sold,  with  the  gronnd  wheiecm  the  same 
Btood,  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Harrison. 
The  late  Thomas  Cox,  esq.  was  one  of  the  tnutees  of 
the  chapel. 

THE  SOC1MAN3 

hare  a  chapd  in  Deadman's  Lane.  Socinus,  who  died 
in  1604,  is  generally  conudered  as  the  founder  of  this 
denomination,  and  from  him  they  derive  thdx  name. 
Modem  SocinianB,  being  strenuous  advocates  for  the 
Divine  unity,  How  claim  the  appellation  of  Unitarians, 
Hiey  were  but  little  known  in  England  until  the  reign  of 
Charles  I*  They  acquired  some  distinctitm  from  the 
writings  and  influence  of  Dr.  Priestley  and  his  associates, 
but  are  now  said  to  be  on  the  decline.*  They  reject  the 
doctrines  of  the  Trinity,  Original  Sin^  Atonement,  8tc. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  the  dissenUng  bodies  have 
several  hutitutions  of  a  charitable  and  religious  nature 
in  connexion  with  them,  such  as  Sunday  Schools, 
Missionary  Societies,  the  Bethel  Union,  Friendly  Soci- 
eties, &£.  all  which  are  well  supported,  and  do  credit 
to  their  zeal. 


A  District  Committee  of  the  Society  for 
CkriatioH  KmnoUdge 

has  been  instituted  at  Wisbech,  but  before  we  par- 
ticularize its  establishment,  we  will  refer  to  the  oiigin  of 

*  Jobm'  Relitiou  Opi^iou. 
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this  §ocietj.  Eariy  in  the  year  1699,*  a  few  individuals 
of  elevated  station  and  eminent  piety,  both  among  the 
clergy  aad  laity,  began  to  meet  together  in  a  voluntary 
society,  and  as  such,  with  unanimity  and  zeal,  and  with 
numbers  gradually  increasing,  they  exerted  themselves  to 
advance  the  knowledge  of  true  religion,  by  such  methods 
as  appeared  to  them  most  conducive  to  that  end.  The 
•hject  of  the  society  is  expressed  by  its  name — "  For 
"  pronioting  CSiristiaii  Knowledge"  generally  throngh- 
oot  the  wnrld,  consisting  partly  of  subscribing,  and  partly 
of  coiresponding  members;  the  former  contributing 
towards  die  support  of  tiie  expenses  of  the  institution, 
and  die  latter,  of  such  per^ns  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  as  are  invited  to 
COTTeapond  with  the  society,  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
state  of  religion. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  1701,  at  their  instance, 
a  charter  was  obtained  from  his  majesty  king  William 
III.,  by  which  many  of  the  then  subscribing  and  cor- 
responding members,  with  seveial  otfan  persons  of 
distinction  in  church  and  state,  were  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  "  the  Society  for  the  Propagating  of  the 
"  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,"  for  the  better  carrying  on 
of  that  branch  of  the  society's  design  which  related  to 
the  colonies  beyond  the  seas,  belonging  to  the  united 
kingdom.  The  members,  however,  of  the  volnntaiy 
society,  still  continued,  in  that  capaci^,  to  prosecute 

*  The  Int  in««lii>([  bwk  pUe«  Stli  Mireb  169B.99,  at  wUcb  wns 
piMent,  th*  rigttt  bonoiuiU*  lord  GniUbid,  Sir  HiuBpfara}  Hackmirtli, 
Mr.  Jwtic*  Hook,  Dr.  Bny,  Colonel  Chlcheater,  Ice.  In  x  ibort  period, 
the;  were  jtdned  hj  Mtob  luhopi,  deu  Stenhi^,  Bobeit  N eliok,  aeq. 
•ntbM  oC'theCo^uko  b(  FuteudfeMiTili,  udMtnj  other  eaiiieDt 
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their  benerqlent  deugn  at  home.  The  edacatioa  of  youth 
JQ  tlte  priQC\f4ai  of  the  Christian  religioo,  and  in  habiti 
of  vseftil  ii)dus(ty,  ha«  ever  heen  aa  object  of  the 
fOC(eigf'a  speciid  regard  and  concern.  Ti>  diHpene  the 
holjr  aoiptures,  the  litu^,  and  many  pioui  and  jadiooua 
tfvJta  B^d  .Uncta*  faae  been  pother  pdociiial  hnwch 
jof  its  de^gn*  lo  I7Q9,  the  aociety  ciictUated  cf^iiea 
of  a  new  edition  of  the  Welch  comnipn  prayer 
Jwok;  foA  in  1714,  a  new  impieBaioa  of  lj^  Welch 
hible  v^  printed ;  then  followed  Irish  and  Manli's 
iiap[faw«JM.  From  a  veiy  early  period,  the  ^ncitual 
qecasaities  qf  the  vmy  and  oavy  have  conatku^  one 
fraportaftt  d^iiajlHiept  pf  the  society'a  concerns:  copiea 
f>f  the  holy  scriptures  and  other  'ifooiu  having  frequeatiy 
beeagwited  to  both  thosg  great  natiopal  eatatJishBtaita, 
The  rehgiouB  wants  of  the  poor  and  afflicted  ID  boqiitsits^ 
prisons,  worhhouaea,  and  other  public  institntioiiB,  hare 
beeo  atteiid*!^  to>  a^d  packets  of  bofik*  sen^  to  every 
CPWty  BV>}'  The  wuices  irom  ■vrhich  the  spcfpty  xas 
eoablfd  to  carry  on  th^^aod  sktber  important  and  fs- 
tenaive  designs,  have  been  aanual  ^ubscripUonif  yxth 
l^aicies  *  and  o^casioi^  do^atiio^w.  The  proceedings 
of  the  ^ocesaa  and  distrut  coipvitteea  ace  regnUtod 
according  U)  the  tnuuiaotiwiB  of  the  original  aociHy' 
Tlicu  objects  aie  to  increase  its  inJ}u^ce  and  meaoa  of 
eirculatjpg  rehgious  books ;  to  invitft  all  p^rsooa  in  a 


*  SanM  of  tfae  Iqaciii  tm  m  fcHom :  Ae  btt  wu  »  geneioM  oae  of 
j;  4.000.  bcquMtlied  b;  ■  Udy  in  irss  i  titer  thM,  MT«r*l  Ic^kIm  &ob 
^lfil^-tf>£iOO,;  w4i»lT91,  fster,  lardViyhQOTtii,  is  Hvllwd,  4>ad 
W  London.  b*Tiif  twO'thinU  oftlw  nfulneof  biiparioo*!  ftpvtf,  wbicfc 
ynHwlsl  V^XT^l.  4(.  t4-  uLt)ntbiM^fov,*D4Anp«icont,«toeki> 
And  hj  a  i^iapn  cl  the  co«n  of  Q^wcarf  in  X6Q9.  bmlnrt  i/tn  mtAi  oC 
the  mUoe  of  tlie  pcnmal  (iit4U  of  tba  He*,  ^hjii^  Pmimi,  of  Ift^fiiit, 
of  ^9,Mfi.4i.  11)1.  itock. 
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district,  wbether  clergy  or  Ifuty,  to  become  lubseribenij 
witfa  a  cohtt^butioti  annaidly  of  not  leas  than  one  guinea ; 
to  i^rOtaiote  parochial  collectiona  for  the  uses  of  the 
KRTHy,  and  supply  of  books  to  the  district ;  to  &fibrd 
members  a  iFiuitlity  of  obtaining  books  upon  iaTOurabte 
t^T^,  and  to  ascertain  the  wants  of  the  several  |>art8  ot* 
esch  district.  Of  the  dioceBad  committee  of  Ely  the 
hid  bishop  lis  president*  At  the  report  of  the  diocesaii 
eommittee,  held  4t  Cambtidge  15th  Biecembe)-  1826,  it 
iHa  d^ttnilced  that  the  aub-committee  had  distributed 
{in  the  course  of  that  year,  324  bibles^  344  testaments, 
635  prayer  books,  and  6>011  tracts.  If  we  take  a  view 
•f  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  it  will  be  shewn  Uiat 
then  mnains  Atill  a  Tast  field  for  exerdob  lying  open  to 
Christian  benevolence,  ere  the  blessings  of  civilization, 
mental  improvement,  rational  liberty,  and  Chiistiaiiity, 
kn  fhlly  Communicated  to  the  Pagan  and  Mahometai\ 
wotM.  It  is  said,  that  the  numb^  of  inhabitants  on 
thft  Vrhole  earth  at  one  time  may  be  estbiated  at 
830,000,000,  which,  with  regatd  to  religion,  may  be 
calculated  as  foUotra : 

Pi«uu   ,,...    480,000,000 

MahoBi^aiii 130,000,000 

620,000,000 
Roman  Catholics  ....     100,000,000 

Protestants    43,000,000 

Greeks  aiLd  Arinenians      50,000,000 

Jews  7,000,000 

300,000,000 

820,000,000 


*  Of  ihs  diibict  ft*—''*"  to  tlu  dMn«7  of  WUbedi,  MMfUWiM 
Iter*  w  the  jttt  IBU,  th*  Rw.  J.  Jackim  U  ft 
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So  that  it  appears  there  are  more  tliaii  fimr  Pagans  or 
Mahometans  to  one  Christian,  and  onlj  one  Protectant 
to  seventeen  of  all  other  deoominattona ;  and  then  are 
six  bundled  and  twenty  millions  of  our  fellow  men, 
ignorant  of  the  true  God,  and  of  his  will  aa  revealed  .in 
the  holy  scripturctt.  A  second  branch  of  the  design  of 
the  venerable  society  fo[  promoting  Christian  knowledge 
has  been  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  Chiisdani^,  by  the 
establishment  and  support  c^  feji^vB  miaoiona,  in 
extending  its  r^;anl  to  die  destitute  ctxidition .  of  .the 
natives  of  Africa,  and  on  a  more  enla^jed  scale  to^mda 
those  of  Asia,  by  the  name  of 

T/u   Society  for  the   propagation   of  iht    Gotpet   in 
FareigH  Parti, 

This  society  ppvessea  great  facilities  in  mnlripg  knowq 
the  Gospel,  and  a  most  j  udi«iou8  leal  has  always  ma^ed 
its  operation.  A  society  in  aid  of  this  institntion  was 
last  year  establish^  at  Cambridge,  and  the  Rev,  R.  J. 
King,  who  has  for  many  years  been  the  respected 
assistant  and  curate  to  Dr.  Jobson,  has  employed  hia 
influence  in  exciting  at  Wisbech  that  inteceet  in  others 
which  he  feels  himself  in  promoting  its  ol^eots.  Of 
this  society,  at  Cambridge,  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  Gloucester,  chancellor  of  the  university,  is  patron ; 
the  right  honorable  the  eail  of  Hardwicke,  brd  lieutenant 
of  the  county,  and  the  most  noble  John  Henry  duka  of 
Rutland,  vice  patrons,  and  the  right  reverend  the  lord 
bishop  of  Bly,  president.  By  the  report  a!  the  committee, 
there  are  at  present  one  hundred  and  three  niisaionaries, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  schoolmasters,  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  incorpwated  society,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  add  very  considerably  to  their  number.  The  income 
of  the  Bocietif,  arising  from  every  available  aonrce,  caninot' 


i  by  Google 


WISBECH.  : 

he  estimated  at  more  than  £.  23,000.  per  annum,  while 
its  umual  expenditure  amounts  to  £  27,000. '  Still  the 
Boeie^  continues  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  it«  operatim, 
ia  the  full  asBorance  that  ^e  deficieociea  will  be  snpplied 
bjr  the  liberality  of  the  British  nation. 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

In  the  year -1804,  the  Britiah  and  Forei^  BiUe 
^ooely  was  establiihed,  and  recwnmended  to  public 
potnmage  and  aupport.  Lord  Teignmoutb^  a  nobleman 
of  distinguished  manners,  talents,  and  virtues,  was  ap- 
pointed president.  Various  auxiliary  societies,  following 
the  example  of  the  parent  society,  were  established  in 
most  K&  the  considerable  towns  in  the  united  kingdom. 
Ab  eamest  de«ire  was  felt  by  many  inhabitants  of  this 
(own  to  form  an  auxiliary  society  iat  the  isle  of  Ely : 
.their  .wishes  were  communicated  to  the  eari  of  Hardwickei 
^e  lord  lieutenaot  of  the  county,  who  readily  promised 
to  give  the  society  his  support,  and  his  lordship  accord- 
ingly attended  a  public  meeting  at  Wisbech  in  the  month 
<^  May  1813,  when  be  condescended  to  accept  the  office  . 
(tf  pra^dent;  the  merting  was  moat  anmeronsly  attended, 
and  aereral  animated  speeches  delivered.  From  that 
period,  the  society  has  continued,  and  seems  to  acquire 
additional  vigour.  The  distribution,  from  the  fwrnation 
to  the  year  1826,  makes  a  general  total  of  6,756  biblea 
and  testaments  ciicolated  by  the  society  from  the  com- 
mencement of  its  labours.  The  president  and  vice* 
preadents  are  at  this  time  as  follows : 

PBBSIDBHT, 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hudwit^e. 
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TICE-PRSSIDEKTS, 

The  Ron.  lAd  Ru  tt«r.  tibe  Lnd  BialiDp  »f  KiMare. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  ioid  Francn  GodoI^faTn  Osbome,  H.P. 

flu  Rt.  H«n.  Lard  Viteoant  Mflton,  H.P. 

Th«  Rev.  R.  ClutfleM,  LL.D. 

Thomas  CUrkBOn,  Esq.  I^yford  HtU,  Suffolk. 

The  Rer.  Gewgis  Kii^,  Prtboidary  of  Ely. 

William  Dimn  Qardner,  Eaq.  of  ChatteriB. 

lite  Rev.  RichanI  D<i>da,  Reetor  of  Heel. 

WiUitm  WUMTh  BMi.  Higb  SUM  tit  the  Iste  af  Ely. 

■ftiiUlllili  fatkoftt,  iMi-  «r  WialMfeh. 

CODRT  OP  SJEQUtSTS. 

An  set  4f  ftttlii^neilt  was  obtaiaed  in  the  ytat  ItiB, 
fer  edtabHHhing  auch  court  for  iht  isle  of  Ely,  ftir  ihe 
faeotefy  df  unftll  ^bts  tAider  fotty  shilUtigB,  Which  act 
iif«H  obtained  tlirangfa  tli«  exertions  of  &  former  vicar, 
Dr.  Warreti,  ftftetwards  bl^op  of  Bangor.  CDtnmifr: 
sionerB  *re  aftpoitated,  and  fiit  at  Wts1)ech  the  aecoild 
Priday  in  every  month.  These  eonrts,  thotgh  they  have 
iiHne  6Daveui«UM,  MM  riot  apptbved  by  flU,  oik  tiM  basi^ 
of  ibb  dtxajailtiA  h  kid  m  ivfcrftg  jniRciples,  th^  inlel^ 
ested  oath  of  the  plaintiff  bong  deeiriv^,  lind  the 
d«ft«d<ult  beiiig  callfed  on  fo  ^ve  peijliry,  at  in  tither 
irotdHi  ia  pt6^  H  native,  Wfaieh  is  an  absardiQr.  Ai 
(Ma  ^nie  th^re  it  &  Mil  before  pafliflineirt  "  fbr  preventii:^ 
**  DMys  VtiA  l^patAei  In  thd  pRice^idgs  of  Ctlutlty 
•*  Gtturta,  and  fflr  th*  dttsj  and  more  speedy  Recoveiry  at 
«  Small  Debts  in  England  arid  Vfal^s,"  vfaieh,  it  is 
conceived,  will  be  attended  with  general  ntUity,  by 
taking  cognizance  of  all  actions  of  debt,  which  shall  not 
exceed  £  10. 
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w«B  wt^ilHlied  in  Uie-UwB  in  tbe  y«kr  1781.  The 
•ubitCJabeMUttabo«t«ighty-£MC.  Araoiniaapfroini^led 
fbi.FeiidiQg  at  ibfi  bouee  cf  Mr.  U90fy.Uacfa,  tbe  bW»- 
rian.  JGvety  pcowPt  ok  b«ing  adniued  ialo  Ae.aofiMtjr, 
fufa  £3.  at.  u  his  ri^  to  a  than  in  tiM  IbtBry, 
bwidw  tlw  som  9f  £  I.  U.  as  an  snnual  Bubsotiftioa. 
The  libniiy  cmuista  of  more  than  2,500  vobtmaB.  A 
prewdent  U  aawially  elected,  which  appointmisnt  has 
been  held  for  tweotyooe  jtaxa  hj  the  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Jackson,  to  whom  the  aubscribers  at  laige  are  indebted 
for  hia  infte&t^hte  luwrtiona,  and  to  wboM  nttcntion  to 
the , library,  it  U  a  wttsfaclwD  to  bear  a  giateful  taati- 
moay.*  IHw  eoUectkn  of  %o«Lb  is  cooaUaliy  itoeiviog 
aiigrowtitien  by  puUiefituiiB  of  iKHit  in  the  vairioue 
daftartweata  «f  btentiUtt  and  Mieoce. 

*  TIiu  ra>p«cl«d  gsntlMMD,  hanaf  ranorad  froB  Wiibach,  dacUned  th« 
oEca  lira  whicb  ha  mi  lo  well  qnilified,  when  the  fallowmg  reialation 
■wn  eBMrvd  W  the  unBd  ■aedas  on  9d  Aogoic  1SS6 :  "  RaMl*«d, 
"  that  thM  maatmg,  while  the;  rapat  tba  lalitanumt  af  the  Rer,  J. 
"  Jvctam  6w  ttw  sAca  cT  pM«dHt  flf  tfafa  iMihate,  fcal  c  plMAM 
"  ia  naa^ag  ibmi  aimflww  and  awat  «oidial  thaoU  la  hfao  fin  hia 
"  kof ,  able,  and  leaknu  attsntiiui  to  the  intereat  aad  juwperitj  of  tba 
"  aoeiaty,  and  fiir  hia  onifiimi  conrtuy  to  the  diflirent  membera  -" — and 
WOhn  Wataon,  F^j3.  waa  naaiinated  preaident  In  hi*  room  hr  (he 
jalr  anaitit.  TUa  aodaty  odgiBatad  at  *  ftinU  naatiag  of  a  few 
fiiaala  at  A*  hMMof  Jaaaitea  FackMar,  aaq.bafcre— lioaad,  iriiaaa 
name  ia  too  well  knmni  and  leapacted  in  Wiabech  and  ita  neighbonrhoad 
to  naad  taj  aBlo|itm,  either  npon  hia  prirala  Tittnei,  oi  An  the  patnmaga 
haBttudatoadentikpnnait»  The  coapilar  haa  been  broiued  with  the 
ariginal  nota  which  lad  to  (hi*  inatitation,  conTajing  an  inlitalion  to  certain 
pBllmantiiiwet«ta*B«aav4CMmsLn,«wlhapaqpaB«i<aal*hlUklaf 
BwaUiAoata  libTBij.OB  ayanMaent  and  incnauf  J/ln,  dated  tSth  UikIi 
1T81|  and  aicnad  by  tba  bDowing  gentlemen  i 

"  TaoMia  SBuriaami,  Joan  Hahcoci. 

"  Wajiir  Uvnamton,  JoaiiaAH  Faciotui " 
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THE  BANK 


%t  Wisbech  »  conducted  by  Messrs.  Oumeys  and 
Peckoven,  a  moat  respectable  firm,  who  have  acquired 
and  long  retained  what  they  jastly  merit, — the  highest 
degree  of  commercial  cmifideDce  and  respectalnlity,  both 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood ;  their  bills  are  made 
payable  at  the  hoose  of  Messrs.  Barclay,  lUtton,  and 
Go. 


THE  SEMINARIES 

are  numennB,  beudea  the  giammar  school,  so  that 
ignotanca  cannot  be  said  to  be  festered  by  this  part  of 
the  community.  The  greatest  facilities  are,  in  fiict, 
given  to  "the  acquisition  of  knowledge  among  all  chases, 
and  the  instructora  of  yontti  are  heM  in  dne  eslimBtion, 
as  among  the  most  useful  members  of  socie^. 

ASSEMBUES 

are  held  in  the  winter  season  at  the.  Rose  and  Crown 
inn,  whidt  has  been  a  ptece  of  public  reception  and 
entertainment  for  nearly  four  hundred  years.  It  was 
ori^ally  known  by  the  sign  of  the  Swan,*  and 
afterwards  of  the  Hora,  a  $gare  of  which  is  still  to 
be  seen  on  one  of  the  outbuildings,  erected  in  1601. 

THE  THEATRE 

is  situated  nearly  in  the  centre  t^  the  town,  and  is  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose.    It  was  built  in  the  year  1793, 

*  Bm  daed,  dated  irth  Aa|aM  IVU  ?•  W^ 
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prevuHU  to  which,  a  building  in  Pickard's  Lane,  now 
belonging  to  Jonathan  Peckorer,  esq.  since  converted 
into  a  barn,  waa  used  for  theatrical  purposea.  A  Urge 
building  also,  on  the  Sutton  road,  was  afterwaids  used 
Tor  the  like  purpoie,  previous  to  the  present  erection 
in  Deadngan'a  Lane.  The  very  respectable  manager, 
Mr.  Robertson,  pays  hia  annual  visit  to  the  inhabitants 
in  the  spring  season. 

THE  POST  OFHCE 

is  rituated  in  a  central  situation  in  Hill  Street,  and 
abota  every  day  at  foar  P.M.  but  the  baga  are  not 
closed  until  half-past  four.  The  mail,  when  not  retarded 
by  the  weather,  arrives  from  the  sooth  about  Mgbt  in  the 
mwning,  every  day  except  Monday,  and  no  pott  seta 
out  for  the  south  on  Saturday.  The  mail  ia  at  preaent 
brought  from  Huntingdon  by  a  cart.* 


■  Tha  town  p 

diDj  to  London  in  tweWi  boon,  llw  Dtfiant*  Wtm  Wiibsch  arei; 
Tnodij,  Thandi7,  and  Satnrdij  moraing  it  mtsd  A.M.  *nd  the  Day, 
emj  IfdB^,  Wedaeadaj,  and  Tridij  moising  at  tlw  Bke  boor,  Ika 
fcmerftoattLaNawiM,  »1  tha  UttMrftmOeWhiU  Hart.  Ite  tiat- 
forUaiint  I^mdmiueiiht  o'ctock,  tha  D^ame*  baa  the  Ooldan  Cion, 
ChtringCTOit,  and  tha  Day  from  tha  Belle  SMinge,  Lud^itc  Hill.  Two 
coacbe*  alw  paM  daOj  through  TVubeeh  to  and  from  Norwich  and 
SttMfctd;  •  btaaeh  ftnn  which  ii  eatabliihed  toBoaton.  By  theaa  coo- 
veyaocea  a  coanadint  cwmanfcatioB  it  ftnmad  'betwaea  dia  eaatam  and 
MJTthnBdiatilctiaf  diakiaidan.    The&naBTaHfcOnr^ 

nmri.  otrratDt.    ' 

£.  I.    i.  £.*.   d. 

From  Wiabtah  to  Landoa       1  16    0  10    0 

Konrich    ....     14    0  0  IS    0 

Staaalbtd    0  t<    o  «  to    0 

A  packet,  callad  the  Nave  Packet,  b«loag{n(  »  HeMre.  Sinptoa  aad 
C«.  Fatarhonogh,  Bm>«tfroBFetaAamn|h  ereryTnoidBy  and  Friday,  aad 
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of  wltid)  dMfe  a«e  four,  mc  well  cmductod.  The  Roae- 
and  CNm  oad  the  White  Hart  u»  both  goad  posting- 
houses.  Als»  the  VHiite  Lion  and  tlw-Vine  inns,  besides 
86va«l  othet  beases,  wbieh,  varying  is  tlieir  accemno- 
dations,  are  adapted  to  all  ranlu  and  descriptions  of 
travellers. 

THE-  POLICE 

of  tlie  tAwn  m^  be  said  to  be  well  ngidated.  The' 
magistrates  are  eppeinted  by  the  lord  bishop,  tbe- 
cufitos  rotalorum>  and  are  justices  within  the  -  i^e.  Those 
acting  (oc  the  Wisbacfa.  diviuon  meet  fbr  the  tiansaetioD 
of  publ»  baciaow  on  every  Wednesday  and  Sataiday, 
at  the  ;i«w  tovm  ball>  and  cat  from  tweln  to  three  on 
each  c^  those  days,  to  inqnre  into  and  detenaine 
Nspecting  offences,  as  well  as  to  hear  and  adjust  differ- 
ences ;  and  it  may  truly  be  raid  that  it  is  their  wish  to 
b*  looked  upon  with,  and  to  uphold,  a  feelmg  of  respect 
amongst  their  nughbours,  hy  presenring  ths  peace 
betweeiL  the  sereral  clastes  of  society.*  8essioiis  are 
hdid  enryi  qnaitei^  atWiriteeh  and  Ely  altmiatfely;  on 
tile-  Wedsesd&y  in  the  usual  week  appointed  for  Sessions ; 
and  assizes  are  h^  for  the  isle  twice  a  year,t  at  which 


pMHDgns  an^  gmi»t  It  u  vmmoikmiijitui  mp,  ni  A»  1im«-  tn' 
modente,  btUg.  It,  6d.  Mob  penoD,  from  WitbBch  to  Patarbonmgb,  in 
tlw  cftbioiwd  3>.  ISd.  in  tbe.fbi*  part  of  tha  Triul. 

■  Thapmeat  acting  snpatntaa  at  Wi^ach  ar*  tte  Ren  Abraham 
Jobaon,  D.D.  Bobert  Haidwicke,  eaq.  M.U.  WiOiani  Wataon,  e«q.  F.A.9. 
theRn.  WilliMpMudii^kr,  M.A.  and  Hsmj  Janwi  Nicholli,  «aq. 

t  laiiiMaa  EliaaWlk'*lnia,it.aeani.aaiaeair«r«*haMtKk»a^y«wat 
Elj,  asd  oocaat  WiakMh.    CcU'i  MSS. 
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the  chief  joatice,  appointed  by  the.  loid  of  the  fianchiw, 
presides.  Connsel  attend  from  the  Norfolk  circuit,  both 
at  the  aseizes  aw)  Msaiona. 

HOT  AND  COLD  SALT  WATER  BATHS. 

A  subscription,  supported  with  conuderable  spirit,  was 
last  year  entered  into  for  the  establishment  of  baths 
of  the  above  description,  for  the  accommodation  of  tf>e 
inhabitants.  The  building,  which  is  a  neat  and  commo- 
dious stracture,  is  already  finished,  and  it  is  hoped  the 
baths  will  contribute  in  no  small  degree  to  the  health, 
comfort,  and  coavenience  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 
The  expense  was  about  £700.,  raised  by  shares  of 
£10.  each. 

MANUFACTURES. 

There  are  none  oarried  on  to  any  extent  in  Widiech, 
tbobgh  cordage  for  the  shipping  is  made  in  consideiable 
qoantitiee.  Property  being  oiinately  divided,  few  persons 
b(dd  any  extensive  possessions,  but  there  is  a  very  nume- 
rous and  respectable  class  of  independent  proprietors. 

The  Hating  and  Watehmg  of  the  Town,  wiA  the 
Mttrket  and  Fain. 

Wisbech  ia  well  lighted*  and  watched,  widioat  any 
expeose  to.  tlta  itdiabitants,  the  charge  bemg  paid.  o«t 

*  U  th«.y«w  14^,  n«lei  tba  raipi  of  Hazj  V.,  the  MiMta  of  Uadm 
wera  fintUghted.  A  decree  of  the  cooncilcoDmuded,  lint  at  tUdooi  of 
*t«7  houM  in  the  city  *  lightod  ciadle  ihoold  eraij  omiinK  b«  placed  in 
•  Unleni.  In  this  decree  originptBd  the  preient  biilliBit  iUaauMtioa  of 
irar  HteeU.    The  pu  I^ht  wm  iatrodnced  aboDt  tbe  jeir  1814. 
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of  the  fands  of  the  ca{ntat  bu^;esses.  Ab  eaHy  aa  the 
year  1708,  watchmeB  wen  appointed.  The  cleansing 
of  the  town,  bo  fai  as  regards  the  dmioing  of  the  waste' 
water,  is  performed  by  covered  sewers  communicating 
with  the  river,  the  streets  hftring  chaimels  for  the  passage 
of  the  water  into  them :  and  it  is  needless  to  remark 
that  scavengers  are  employed  to  sweep  the  streets,  which 
are  in  general  kept  very  neat.  The  town  is  supplied 
with  water  from  wells,  tain-weter  cisterns,  and  the  river. 
It  has  a  most  plentiful  market  on  Saturdays.  There 
are  several  fairs,  viz.  on  Saturday  beftve  Palm  Sunday 
and  Saturday  before  Ladyslay,  for  hemp  and  fiax,  which 
continue  to  be  held  every  six  weeks  for  a  certain  period, 
but  they  may  he  merely  considered  as  so  many  larger 
markets.  A  very  eoneiderable  horse  fur  is  held  on  the 
Wednesday  bef(»e  Whit  Sunday,  which  is  still  attended 
by  numerous  London  dealers,  but  not  so  well  supported 
by  them  of  late  years,  since  the  day  of  the  horae  atiew 
was  altered,  which  is  attnbnted  to  other  fain  in  the 
oeighbourhood  clashing  therewith.  A  very  important 
tair  for  cattle  is  held  on  the  12th  of  August,  to  which 
it  has  been  known  that  3000  head  c^  cattle  have  been 
broaght.  There  is  a  variety  of  excellent  Bh<^  in  the 
town,  for  the  s^  of  oil  descriptions  of  artides.  The 
tradesmen  are  not  only  attentive,  civil,  and  industrious, 
but  of  amost  respectable  character;  they  may  not  abound 
with  sumptuous  wealth,  as  some  of  the  metropditans, 
but  all  live  in  a  happy,  reputable,  and  crediti^)le  manner. 
The  trade  of  the  town  increases  with  the  unproved  state 
of  the  country,  and  the  consequent  augmentation  of 
produce  and  consumption.  There  are  several  public 
pumps  kept  in  order  by  the  capital  bui^esses,  for  the 
general   use   and   benefit  of  the  inhabitants;   amongst 
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oUieni,  U'One  at  a  place  called  the  Low,  leading  from 
the  North  Brink  into  Fiokard's  Lane,  where  formerly 
stood  a  croea  called  White  Craas  ;  the  water  supplied  by 
this  pamp  ib  coasidered  to  have  some  medicinal  qualities, 
and  is  particularly  recommended  in  cases  of  weak  eyes. 

POPULATION. 

The  first  cenana  recorded  to  have  been  taken  was  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  serenteenth  century,  about  1676, 
when  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Wisbech  appeared  to 
be  1706.  Upon  an  account  taken  in  the  year  1801  of 
the  population  of  England  and  Wales,  in  pnrsaahce  ifS 
an  act  of  parliament  passed  for  that  purpose,  the 
numbers  returned  in  Wisbech  wwe  4710,*  and  1008 
inhabited  houses.  In  1811  there  were  1237  houses  and 
5309  inhabitants.  In  the  year  1821  the  return  made 
was  1418  houses  and  6515  inhabitants,  vi2.  taalea  3017, 
females  3498,  having  ■nr'ya"*^  nearly  2000  in  twenty 
years.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  notice  the  mode  of 
taking  the  census  in  1821,  which  was  dtflbrent  from  that 
obaerred  on  former  occasions.  The  actual  population  at 
the  day  appointed  by  the  act  for  that  purpose  was  taken 
of  every  pUce  in  the  kingdom,  and  cwisequently  the 
strangers  in  Wisbech  on  that  day  were  included  in  the 
account,  and  the  inhabitants  absent  on  that  day  were 
excluded.  The  town  on  this  occasion  was  divided  into 
nine  districts,  and  traversed  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  sidesmen,  and  such  other  inhabitants  as 
.volunteered  their  services,  to  the  number,  in  the  whole, 


■  Tu.  *,tM  mira,  t,5B6  ftmala,— totd,  4,710.  B;  >  tmoH  kept  » 
tbelut  Mstuj,  it  qipaand  that  than  mn  Sftj-two  inatucM  orionfcnij 
IB  panoDi  TMUeat  >d  Wiibadi  betmea  the  ■('■  of  BO  aad  94. 
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of  flighteen,  viz.  two  for  each  district,  nod  tbe  iriiote  in» 
thai  ctnDpleted  agreeably  to  the  dinctiona  of  gOTon- 
ment.  At  the  Uat  census,  fatty  pecaoiu  were  between 
the  ages  of  80  and  90,  and  three  from  90  to  100,  shewing 
that  several  have  exceeded  fonr  score  years;  and  yet 
many  are  fearful  of  entering  the  fens  of  Cambridgeshire, 
lest  the  Marsh  Miasma  sboold  shorten  their  lives.* 
The  Marsh  Miasma  above  mentioned  induces  the  cmd- 
piler  to  trespass,  by  noticing  a  recent  publication  of 
Dr.  Brown's,  of  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  on  "  Intermittent 
'*  Fevers ;"  which,  he  very  properly  my»,  are  not  of  so 
frequent  occurrence  as  they  were  half  or  a  quarter  ot 
a  century  ago;  an  observation  made  not  only  by  the 
older  inhabitants,  but  by  the  medical  practitioDers :  the 
cause  c^  which  is  naturally  to  be  attributed  to  the  great 
im^tfovements  effected  in  the  drainage  of  the  county, 
by  tbe  increase  of  a  fertile  and  productive  soil,  althoo^ 
it  is  acknowledged  that  the  ague  still  exists ;  but,  pcior 
to  such  imi^ovements,  few  families  neaped  having  their 
inmates  labouring  under  the  ague,  even  in  sane  instances 
throughout  the  year.  In  employing  a  remedy  for  the 
cure  of  such  intermittents,  the  bark  has  been  heietoibre 


*  ScTndof  tbeabboti,  frhopreudedoTcrlhaKligionihaaiaiui  tbulow 
£0011117,  alUiDcd  TemaAkWe  periodi  of  iMgiritf .  In  the  yrar  973,  it  i* 
rrcoaded  that  tre  m«aka  wera  ilin  In  Crojiaad  ■bbay,  tbe  joaageat  of 
whom  nt  113  yem  dM  ;  tlie  loo;  prattwttd  Htm  of  k  uiaj  of  iti  ntai- 
beim  ii  I  nutter  tmlj  Mtoaiihing.  Of  eight  aooki  iiiiMii  mil  b;  the 
Dinn  ID  ero,  twa  wen  centenuiea.  Ggo^ A'l  J^pcndu.  In  the  popnlMioa 
retnini  in  IBSl  tbr  the  frhole  kingdom,  there  were  313  peoida  linng  wba 
haAktbined  the  age  of  100  jean,  ni.  lOSmaleaand  MT  fcmalca.  Tbe 
ennmetation  of  the  popnlabon  of  Wiibacb  here  made  ia  of  cooiaa  inda- 
peadcnt  of  the  conaidarable  incTCBM  in  Svw  Walaokan,  which  naj  ba 
called  a  anbaib  of  tbe  town,  tboogh  in  a  diflarant  paiialu  Far  the  general 
ictBtai  of  ih«  pepaUtioa  of  tha  iaie  of  EI7  nd  Mttnly  «t  Ctnbddge,  aea 
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considered  to  give  relief,  and  the  reiatt  wuranted  per^ 
Bererance,  bnt  adVocates  have  lately  come  forward  in 
mpport  of  the  mlphate  ofqumitu,  which  seeooH  to  place 
the  aupenor  efficacy  of  that  eubstance  in  this  disease 
beyond  a  question.  Or.  Brown  gives  seroral  cases  to 
illuBtrate  the  advantage  of  this  medicine,  which  will, 
he  says,  by  peraeverance,  repel  and  ultimately  subdue 
the  disease  treated  of. 

The  amnsement  of  horse  rating  was  known  in  England 
in  early  timea,  and  the  town  of  Wisbech  eonld  once 
boast  of  its 

RACES, 

which  have  now  been  discontinued  for  many  years.  The 
tace  ground  or  course  was  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
ftom  the  town,  on  a  piece  of  open  common,  which  be- 
longed to  ^e  pariah  of  Enuieth,  oo  the  road  to  I>ownham. 
In  the  year  1775,  the  following  horses  ran  for  a  purse 
of  jE60. 

Mr.  Dymofce's  Sparkler,  6  years  old,  Sat.  ftlbs.  I 

Mr.  Clarice's  Di^hnt,  ditto   2 

Lwd  Clemumt's  BeHtMtimo,  ditto    3 

Mr.  Hubbert's  Pagtm,  ditto 4  Dist. 

BelUsuiso  fell  down  dead  in  the  sedHid  heat,  and 
Dafriine  died  sooq  afterwards.  The  last  racea  were  held 
in  the  year  1780. 

He  name  <ii  Baretti  (who  published  his  travels  into 

several  conntriea)  is  well  known.    He  came  to  London 

in  1750,  and  after  residing  there  tan  yean,  set  out  in 

1760,  through  Spain  and  Portugal,  for  Italy.    In  faia 
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jpnmey,  he  followed  the  directionB  of  Dr.  J 
taking  notice  d"  whatover  scenes  passed  b^jre  his  eyw, 
and  thus  produced  a  very  amiuing  perfonnaoce.  This 
gentleman  afterwards  returned  to  England,  and  in  hi* 
rambles  in  the  year  1778  or  1779,  amongst  other  ]daoea. 
Tinted  Wisbech,  and  took  up  bis  residence  with  one  of 
the  principal  bmilies,  then  residing  at  the  castle,  at  the 
time  of  the  race  week.  He  afterwards  published  a 
relation  of  his  visits  at  different  places  in  a  Mriea  of 
lettere,  entitled, "  lettere  Familiari  de  Gnineppe  Baretti," 
in  which  appears  a  description  of.  his  Wisbech  Ttait  a* 
follows  :* 

".Letter  llth,  ta  Angiolo  Querini. 

*'  Beb(^  me  now  returned  to  L(mdon  after  an  absoice 
<^.  fifteen  or  sixteen  days,  which  I  passed  in  a  town 
called  Wisbech,  distant  rather  more  than  <me  hundred 
miles.  Now,  most  excellent  Signor  An^olo,  I  will  relate 
to  your  excellence  what  I  have  been  doing  daring 
the  time  of  my  short  visit  from  the  metropolis,  to 
comply  with  an  invitation  from  a  gentleman  of  that 
town,  whixa  I  knew,  and  contracted  a  friendship  with 
at  Vicenza. 

"  Setting  out  for  this  purpose,  and  travelling  one 
whole  day  and  a  short  part  of  the  night,  without 
stopping,  I  alighted  safe  and  wall  at  his  house,  which, 
to  speak  by  parenthesis,  is  not  a  palace  to  make  a 
figure  on  oar  Grand  Canal,  but  only  a  small,  snug  house, 
convenient,  neat,  and  abounding  in  comforts,  and  every 

*  .The  coBpiln  coandw*  hinuilf  lerf  highly  indebted  to  Ihs  kladnMs 
of  >  y<Hui|  lady  of  Wiibech,  who  preMtntMl  biai  mth  thia  tr 
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tiling  necewary  in  prirale  life ;  that  is  to  say,  a  habitation 
exactly  the  rerene  of  those  of  our  Comari,  and  Morosini, 
and  Pesari,  and  Pisani,  and  many  others,  which  overflow 
with  magnificent  and  costly  furniture,  but  are  in  dirty 
and  bad  condition,  totally  unprovided  with  comforta. 

"  Wisbech  I  was  tired  with  in  less  than  the  firat  week, 
because  my  host  is  a  inan  of  a  somewhat  melancholy, 
rather  than  a  cheerful  dispostlion,  and  he  has  a  mother 
who  likes  him  to  be  in  his  rooms  reading  the  bible ; 
Aeithar  did  I  see  any  others  in  these  seven  days,  except 
a  fat  priest,  who  takes  great  care  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
bat  little  to  nnfold  his  literary  powers.  Few  neighbours 
and  inhabitants  of  the  place  came  to  call,  although  they 
were  quickly  informed  of  the  arrival  of  a  stranger, 
probably  because  they  are  not  accustomed  to  pay  certain' 
attentionB,  as  in  our  small  places ;  or  perhaps  the 
kabitoal  tacitamity  of  my  host  alone  kept  every  person 
at  a  diatfllnee  firom  his  house. 

'*  However  that  might  be,  the  week  which  followed 
made  ample  amends  for  the  dulness  of  the  first,  because 
there  were  horae  races,  and  the  theatre,  and  pubUc  balls, 
and  public  suppcaa  and  assemblies,  and  walks  and  bustle 
without  end :  but  I  will  relate  every  thing  in  order. 

"  Not  having  left  liondon  since  I  went  thither,  I  had 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  one  of  the  nu- 
mennu  heme  races  which  are  held  in  so  many  places 
in  this  kingdom.  Now  I  have  seen  those  of  Wisbech, 
and  though  I  am  told  they  are  some  of  the  least  con- 
fidereble,  yet  I  am  so  moch  pleased  with  them,  that  I 
will  attempt  a  deacriptioD. 
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"  Figure  to  yourself,  then,  Signer  Angiolo,  a  tract  of 
land,  level  and  banen,  distant  about  tvm  mtuket  dioli 
from  the  town,  and  a  mile  m  rather  more  in  (»rcnit. 
The  horsea  which  are  to  run  are  stationed  at  the  startii^ 
post:  on  each  side  of  the  place  from  whence  the  course 
is  to  begin,  is  erected  a  scaffolding  of  timber,  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet  high,  large  enough  to  contain  six  hundred 
and  more  persons.  Upon  ope  of  these  scafFbldings  stand 
^e  ladies,  as  upiHi  the  other  are  the  gentlemen,  who 
asBco^le  to  s^  the  sight ;  for  a  place  in  either  of  these 
a  small  sum  of  money  is  paid,  and  no  man  aaoends  the 
^(aod  of  the  ladies,  unless  a  sign  be  made  to  him  by 
one  of  thetn.  Immediately  after  dinner,  that  is  to  say, 
at  two  houn  after  Nimu,*  every  one  hastens  towards 
this  place,  so^ie  is  carriages,  some  on  honeback,  and 
othen  on  foot,  Ju  a  stated  time,  the  horses,  with  the 
joekiea  on  their  backs,  start  together,  and  in  little  more 
than  the  space  of  six  minutes,  th^  run,  or  rather  fly, 
three  times  round  this  circuit,  so  that  they  nin  three 
miles  in  less  than  six  minutes,  without  being  allowed 
an  instant  to  breathe  in,  and  with  an  impetuosity  which 
cannot  be  conceived  by  those  who  have  never  seen  horses 
strive  in  this' manner,  as  was  my  case. 

"  The  first  course  finished,  these  odile  animals  iifixe  a 
good  hour  to  rest,  and  many  men  are  busily  ^ployed 
in  this  hour  to  dry  and  rub  them  well,  and  in  much 
haste,  which  enables  them  to  run  a  second  time ;  and 
then  a  .third,  after  another  interval  of  ai)  hour ;  and  the 

■  KtM,  lUlUn.  N«e,tbe6fUiaf  tlMietenc»iionic*lhonn.  BnWti'i 
Dtetianary.  Kmw,  or  the  ninth  hour,  u  the  iMt  af  the  lener  booTi,  thnt 
it  Mtd.befMV  vMpen,  md  ennMn  to  three  e'ehick  in  the  •Itemooa. 
Cliiwiw'  Duticmmry.    Seaaotai*  p.B6, 
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Iione  which  has  ^lewn  the  movt  speed  wins  the  prize, 
which  unounta  to  one  hundred  gnineu ;  bo  the  proprietor 
of  the  boBt  hone  pockets  this  money,  and  the  others 
■cratch  their  heads,  aiid  curse  their  bad  luck. 

*'  These  races  are  isolated  hy  certain  laws,  which  they 
«ay  would  make  an  entire  volume,  were  they  collected 
and  printed,  and  probably  they  are  printed,  bat  of  this 
I  n^lected  to  inform  myself.  By  a  rule  of  these  laws, 
the  boraes  are  exactly  measured  before  they  go  out  of 
their  stalls,  and  the  jockies  are  weighed,  as  they  must 
be'of  the  prescribed  w^ght,  and  ccHiform  in  other  respects, 
before  they  start  from  the  post,  and  thus  r^pilating  the 
meaanre  to  the  woght,  and  the  weight  to  the  measure, 
by  a  cwtain  arithmetic  of  theirs,  of  which  I  do  not 
undnstand  a  cipher,  the  man  and  hone  of  <ma  proprietor 
has  not  the  least  adranti^  over  the  man  and  horse  of 
aoothw,  because  if  one  jockey  is  lighter  than  another, 
or  one  horse  hi^er  than  another,  the  difiennce  is  made 
op  by  certain  leaden  weights,  which  are  placed  in  the 
girdle  of  the  jockies. 

"  What  an  extz«mely  fine  sight  it  is  to  behold  how  these 
jockies  are  nailed  upcm  their  saddles,  and  how  despemtely 
they  spur  and  whip !  And  these  ca|Mtal  htttses  go  with 
such  an  impetnoiity,  that  jon  would  swear  th^  did  it 
only  fi>r  the  honor  <^  victory,  quite  Jnaennble  to  the 
cmel  whippings  and  most  cruel  blows  on  the  flanks, 
which  they  reedre  all  the  way.  Arrived  at  the  goal, 
they  drop  not  less  with  gore  than  sweat,  nor  do  I  in  the 
least  eiaggerate  to  you,  in  saying,  that  in  the  drying 
and  mbbiog  them,  they  take  from  the  back  of  each 
hone  not  lass  Hum  a  bncket  of  water. 
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"  Another  thing  will  appear  very  sUange  to  you,  tad ' 
that  is,  the  jockies,  when  they  prepare'  for  the  races, 
find  ft  method  of  redacing  thona^es  ao  much,  that 
they  are  little  else  than  bonea  and  akin ;  and  thia  they 
e^ct  by  walking  many  nights,  up  and  down,  in  some 
mountainous  place,  with  a  lantern  in  their  hand,  and 
many  jacketa  and  cloaka  upon  their  backa.  But  ^le 
festival  over,  in  which  they  frequently  gain  large  atuna 
c^  money,  they  eat  and  drink  so  mnch,  that  in  a  few 
days  they  recover  their  loet  flesh,  and  acquire  often 
still  more  than  they  had  bdon  their  bating. 

"  But  bow  ahall  I  find  words  to  exjweaa  the  conftiaion 
and  the  noiM  made  in  thia  place,  from  the  vociferationa 
of  the  byatandera,  and  the  universal  clapping  of  hands, 
as  applause,  and  from  the  runnii^  of  many  tfaoosand 
persona  on  foot,  and  the  riders  on  horseback,  within  and 
without  the  circuit,  whilst  the  racers  speed  their  way. 
Added  to  these,  the  invitations  so  many  make  to  othera 
to  lay  wagera.  The  ladiea  in  this  country,  if  I  am  well- 
informed,  are  ashamed  to  pass  for  lovers  of  play,  but 
there,  they  do  not  know  hmf  to  restrain  themselves,  and 
resist  the  general  mania  of  betting,  and  thus  they  wager 
amongst  each  other  for  a  pot  (tf  coffee,  so  many  pounds 
of  tea,  chocdate,  or  some  othet  little  thing ;  bat  it  is 
done  in  a  different  manner  by  the  men,  many  of  wIkhu 
bet  round  sums  of  money,  by  which  they  are  at  cnce 
&ih.&  enriched  or  impoverished,  each  ahaking  in  the  air 
a  purse  full  of  gold,  or  lifting  np  his  hand  full  4^  those 
notes  which  are  called  bank  bills,  each  equivalent  to 
the  sum  expressed  upon  them, 

"  The  races  finish  as  night  approachea,  when  every  one 
returns  to  bis  residence,  and  there  all  put  on  their  best 
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»ttire,  for  they  go  to  the  mces  in  dishabille,  m  the 
French  say,  Aether  gentlemen  or  ladiea,  uid  at  an 
hour  of  the  ni^t  they  go  to  the  ball,  which  is  held  in  a 
public  toom,  where  the  ladies  do  not  pay  on  enteiing. 
There  they  b^in  minneta,  as  are  used  in  our  puUie  balls, 
and  then  proceed  with  bo  much  animation  in  the  country 
dances,  that  the  gentlemen,  as  well  as  the  ladiea,  are 
quite  in  a  heat  When  fati^ed  with  dancing,  they 
are  informed  that  anpper  ia  prepared  in  another  large 
room,  and  each  haatmu  to  ait  down  at  a  very  kng  table, 
composed  of  many  tables  of  equal  width,  and  placed' 
one  next  another;  there  the  men  ait  all  in  a  row  on. 
one  side,  and  the  ladiea  aU  in  a  row  on  the  other,  so  that 
each  has  his  lady  opposite  to  him ;  and  sane  good  pnest, 
or  one  of  the  prineipel  gentlemen,  in  definlt  of  a  priest, 
aita  at  the  top  of  the  table,  and  blesaes  the  victuals  wiA 
a  short  prayer,  to  which  all  standing  reply  in  choma, 
Amen ;  and  then  every  one  eats  and  drinks,  and  chats, 
and  laughs,  and  jokea,  all  with  propriety  and  infinite 
modesty.  He  would  be  esteemed  very  clownish,  who 
should  ofiend,  however  sli^tly,  female  ears  with  any 
improper  discooru,  even  with  the  lig^teat  of  those* 
eqairocations  so  much  in  use  in  our  rude  Vincua. 

"  The  agreeable  supper  over,  the  wbt^  expense  is 
divided,  and  all  paid  by  the  gentlemtti.  Then  they 
return  to  dance  or  to  look  on,  and  when  Aurora  begins 
to  dawnlrom  the  balcony  of  the  east,  as  the  poets  fancy, 
all  H^  pvty  disperse  and  return  hmne. 

"  lUs  was  my  amusement  fca  three  days  daring  the 
aeooiid  week  which  I  spent  in  Wiabech,  and  I  nuiy  tell 
yon  it  was  very  cheerfiiUy  passed ;  and  do  not  be  tired 
of  my  wiring  over  and  over  again,  that  I   wis  moch' 
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pleomd  -with  the  elegant  and  nuMt  decoronB  muwcra  of 
the  Engliih,  who  cdMnste  these  noisy  fedfiTalt  in  many 
putH  of  their  kingdflm  Bfanoat  all  Uwyear,witheatfc(riiBh 
fltrtatioai,  improper  conTenatiau,  and  wtthoat  alterca^ 
ti<Kui  wad  coateDtiiHu,  which  wottkl  not  periupe  be  the 
caie  with  us,  should  we  adopt  the  plan  of  having  simitar 
,raG«e,  and  if  we  had  them  in  every  pmnt  like  theirs, 
diat  is  to  Bay,  with  these  balls  and  the  suppers  afterwaida, 
men  and  wonen  of  vaiiona  rlamifs  m"'"g  together  with 
the  fiuniliarity  and  friendship  common  bete.  I  cannot  say 
eooagh  of  tiie  pleasing  manners  and  el^ant  coaveraation, 
animated  and  always  very  audeat,  of  these  ladies  and 
geotlenen,  whether  manied  or  single ;  eadi  speaks,  is 
silent,  snilea,  or  jokes,  or  dances,  or  any  thing  dee» 
with  a  grace,  sweetness,  and  a  decneaiuHU',  which  leaves 
no  rocan  fi»-  sosincion  against  liieir  morals ;  and  yet  the 
mirth  of  each  is  great,  and  each  does  «^t  ^e  is  aUe, 
to  shew  herself  lively  and  agreeable,  so  as  to  oontribule 
a  little  to  the  pleaeore  and  delight  of  the  festival. 

"  In  the  days  when  the  hones  did  not  run,  the  evcnii^; 
was  spent  in  a  wretched  theatre,  where  certain  poor 
devils  (tf  playei*  reptesented  tome  comedy  or  tzagedy, 
very  differently  from  those  of  London,  bat  which,  how^ 
ever,  helped  to  make  the  time  pass  i^reeaUy,  collecting 
the  company  together,  and  causing  periiaps  sljll  more 
laughter  in  tragedy  than  in  cmnedy :  ner  were  there 
wanting  small  games  at  cards  to  fill  up  a  vacuum, 
without  naming  the  morning  and  evening  walks,  which 
pleased  me  much,  because  they  were  taken  wtt^  most 
amiable  ladies  and  girls,  into  whose  favour  I  succeeded 
in  introducing  myself,  so  that  I  was  pomitted  to  diat 
with  them,  and  to  make  use  of  innocent  stnUageos,  to 
whicb,  in  every  country,   a  stranger  has  Ncourse,  ta 
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|HOTe  hisueir  not  unworthy  to  be  im  sociable  teims  mth 
those  whose  society  he  seeks ;  umI  thus  I  jnssed  this 
whole  week  without  peiceiTing  how  it  weat. 

"  The  races  being  ovec,  and  consequenUy  the  numeioas 
company  who  came  to  attend  them  from  the  neigfabout- 
hood  haviag  departed,  I  soon  took  leare  of  my  host  to 
return,  which  I  did  leisurely,  staffing  in  several  places 
by  the  way.  However,  if  I  must  tell  you  the  truth,  I 
did  trat  see  many  ol^ects  to  atlnct  my  observation. 
la  Peterborough,  an  episcopal  city,  a  few  miles  distant 
from  Wisbech,  is  a  church,  very  larger  antique,  and 
gothic,  in  wtiich,  among  other  thii^,  are  two  mauso- 
leums, w  remarkable  mtmumeata ;  one  contains  the 
bimes  of  Catherine  of  Portugal,  first  wife  of  Heoiy  VIU. 
wh<Mn  he  repudiated  after  many  yean  marriage  to  espouse 
Anna  Boleyn ;  the  other  incloses  those  of  Mary,  queoi 
of  Scots,  whom  her  liral  Elizabeth  peifidiously  caused* 
after  many  years  of  shameful  imprisonment,  to  be  be- 
headed, more  from  jealousy  of  her  beauty  than  of  empire. 
Behind  the  sanctum  sanctorum  of  this  chnrch,  there  is 
a  large  libroiy  for  the  use  of  the  studious  in  that  ci^. 
In  the  chnrch,  are  perceived  remains  of  sepulchres 
eracted  to  certain  former  abbots,  because  in  PeterixKough, 
there  was  in  those  days  an  abbey,  famous  fw  its  exceeding 
riches.  At  the  entrance  of  the  chnrch,  on  the  left  hand, 
there  is  another  monument  consecrated  to  the  ridiculous 
mmoty  of  a  certain  man  named  Scarlet,  who  died  in 
the  time  of  Cromwell.  This  Scarlet,  as  it  iqtpears,  was 
many  yean  keeper,  or,  as  they  say,  seztCHi  of  this  church, 
and  upon  the  wall  oppouta  to  this  monument,  then  it 
a  picture  of  his  short,  spmee  figure,  with  a  legend 
undemaath,  which  informs  the  reader  of  a  circumstance 
most  important  to  know,  viz.  that  Mr.  Sazton  Scarlet* 
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<xi  account  of  his  alanning  and  driving  idle  and  impe^' 
tinent  youths  firom  the  church,  acquired  the  Bumame  of 
bugbear  of  the  babiea ;  and  it  u  certain,  that  if  the 
picture  has  been  fetthfully  drawn,  the  good  M  man  has 
a  cttnntaiance  to  frighten  cats,  but  not  to  alanu  little 
boys ;  and  the  inscription  infomiB  us  that  he  died,  after 
having  lived  ninety-eight  years  healthy  and  robust. 
Do  you  the  same,  if  you  can,  my  dear  Signor  Quoiai, 
althoi^  yon  are  neither  small  nw  ugly,  nor  a  sexton, 
as  this  Scarlet  was ;  and  if  a  long  story  does  not  displease' 
you,  let  me  know,  and  you  shall  not  foil  of  receiving 
others,  before  I  take  my  departure  from  this  isUnd. 
In  the  mean  time,  salute  for  me  your  brother  and 
nephews,  and  all  frimds  separately,  and  let  me  hear  of 
you  and  them,    Adien  V 

LANI>-TAX. 

The  land'tax  in  this  kingdom  succeeded  to  the  place' 
of  the  ancient  fideenths  and  anbaidies.  We  meet  wilii 
the  payment  of  fifteen^  as  far  back  as  the  statute  of 
Magna  Charta,  in  the  conclusion  of  which  the  parliam«Lt 
grant  to  the  king,  for  the  concessionB  ther^n  by  him 
made,  a  fifteenth  part  of  all  their  moveable  goods.  In ' 
8th  Edward  III.  (1333)  a  certain  sum  vras  rated  oa- 
everj  town,  by  commission  appointed  in  the  chancery 
for  that  purpose,  in  like  manner  as  c<»nmissioners  Bow 
appointed  by  the  several  land-tax  acts.  But  as  the 
necessities  of  government  multiplied,  and  value  of  things 
increased,  this  fifteenth  was  insufficient  for  the  occasions 
of  the  public,  and  thereupon  the  number  of  fifteentiis ' 
was  augm«)ted  to  two  or  three  Gfleentiis ;  which,  still 
proving  defective,  another  and  quite  di^«nt  taxation 
was  superaddedi  namely,  a  subsidy,  which  was  an  «id  to  - 
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be  levied  of  every  subject  of  biB  lands  or  goods,  after 
the  rets  of  4j.  in  tlie  pound  for  lands,  and  2*.  Sd,  for 
goods.  The  fifteenth  wen  certain,  but  the  subndy 
was  uncertain,  and  amounted  anciently  to  about  £70,000. 
and  a  subsidy  c^  the  clergy  at  the  same  time  (including 
the  monasteries)  was  £  20,000.  In  8th  Elizabeth,  a 
subsidy  amounted  to  £  120,000.  The  way  of  asseeeing 
was,  however,  irregular,  until  parliament  found  it  Dece&- 
saiy  to  change  the  method  of  taxation,  and  at  length 
determined  that  a  certain  mm  should  be  fixed  upon  the 
several  counties ;  and  in  4th  William  and  Mary,  the  firat 
land-tax  act  was  passed,  which  was  entitled,  "An  Act 
"  for  granting  to  their  Majesties  an  Aid  of  Four  ShiUinga 
"  in  the  Pound  for  one  Year,  for  carrying  tm  a  vigtMraus 
"  War  against  France."  Commissioners  were  appointed 
in  every  county,  and  assessors  required  to  rate  every 
town,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  rated  themselves 
proportionably  for  their  several  parts,  to  make  up  the 
genwal  sum  upcm  the  township.  This  course  of  taxation 
continued,  and  land-tax  acts  were  passed  annually,  until 
the  38th  Oeoi^  111.(1798)  when  it  was.  made  perpetual, 
and  the.sqm  fixed  to  be  paid  in  Great.  Britain  is 
£2,037,627. 9s.  OK,  subject  to  redemption  by  putchaie, 
on  conditions  therein  set  forth.  The  sum  charged  upon 
the  town  of  Wisbech  is  £  633.  8s.  Sd,  whereof  £  182. 14«. 
has  been  redeemed.  The  aimual  amount  of  assessed 
taxes,  including  the  North  Brink  Watch,  is  £2477.  6«. 

'.  Particulars  relating  to  the  former  State  of  the  Streets 
in  the  Town. 

Improvements  at  all  times  go  hand  in  hand  with 
civilization.  In  the  eleventh  century,  the  streets  in 
London  were  not  paved,  nor  is  it  quite  certain  when 
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fuch  conTenienoe  was  first  introdnced.  In  1081, 
Cheapside  wa>  of  such  soft  earth,  that  wh«i  the  roof 
of  Bow  church  was  blown  off  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind,* 
four  beama,  twenty^-aix  feet  long,  were  ao  deeply  borietl 
in  the  earth,  that  little  more  than  four  feet  remained 
above  ground  :  "  ft>r  the  city  of  Londixi  waa  not  paved, 
"  but  a  moorish  gronnd." 

The  booaea  fnun  the  spot  where  the  bridge  now 
atands  to  High  Street,  on  the  side  leading  to  Y(H^e 
Row,  and  in  front  of  Deadman's  Lane,  were  not  ^vcted 
until  the  protectorate  of  Cromwell.  In  the  year  1666, 
there  is  an  order  in  the  town  records,  that  "  the  maricet 
**  should  be  all  aafficiently  paved  and  made  "  by  the 
town-bailiff,  but  as  the  materials  wherewith  it  was  ta 
be  paved  are  not  specified,  it  is  presumed  that  it  was 
only  covered  with  loose  silth,  for  there  are  pavona 
living  at  this  time,  who  recollect  the  streets  being  cfxn- 
posed  of  the  same  aett  of  soft  earth  as  Cheapaide,  when 
planks  were  laid  across  the  High  Street,  in  the  winter 
season,  fbr  the  convenience  of  foot  passengers,  Ifeet  they 
should  be  mired  in  crossing  from  one  side  to  the  other. 
At  such  period,  there  was  an  open  sewer  running  on  the 
north  side  of  the  High  Street,  with  three  little  bridges 
over  it,  at  certais  distances,  and  posts  by  the  nde  fw  the 
accommodation  of  hanging  hones  thereto.  In  London, 
footpaths  did  not  b^n  to  be  genw«lly  adopted  nntil 
1673,  and  about  sixty  years  afterwards,  such  improvement 
extended  to  Wisbech,  which  conunenced  by  a  pavement 


*  Thu  ippcui  tu  hiTfl  been  ■  moit  Tiolenl  tat^it ;  fin  the  Loodan 
liiitariognphan  all  agree  that  mtoj  charclui  ami  apmrdi  of  nx  hundred 
hoiuei  were  blown  dimn.  uid  the  towsr  much  dimaged,  buidei  tho  above 
eibuirdmity  ciiciuutaiice  of  (he  rafter*. 
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nf  flmall  fioJjbles  next  to  the  hoosea ;  thic  wu  fidlowed 
about  ten  yean  after,  ( 1750)  by  paving  the  centre  of  th« 
High  Street  with  la^  cobble  stones,  a  gutter  mnnii^  in 
the  middle  of  the  ttreet,  ao  that  loaded  waggona  meeUng 
in  contact  conld  Bcarcely  para  each  other  in  safety;  and 
the  last  improTement  took  place  under  the  paving  act 

At  the  caid  of  High  Street,  where  the  engine  is  kept, 
next  to  the  Bose  and  Crown  inn,  the  common  sewer  re- 
mained and  was  exposed  to  open  view,  part  only  thereof 
bung  covered  over,  of  sufficient  width  for  passengen  to 
crocs.  This  covering  consisted  of  flag  stones,  on  which 
certain  steps  were  raised,  with  a  wall,  having  a  front 
towards  the  market-place,  about  three  feet  hi(^ :  on  these 
itepa  the  town  crier  ascended,  and,  leaning  against  this 
wall,  delivered  faia  public  notices  to  the  assembled 
piqnilwe,  which  caused  that  spot  to  have  the  appellation 
of  the  "  Crying  Stone."  Such  was  the  state  of  that 
part  of  the  town  ^lout  seventy  years  since,  as  related  to 
me  by  a  very  re^iectable  old  inhabitant,*  who  has  a 
perfect  recollection  of  the  cwidition  of  the  streets,  as 
above  stated.  The  same  person  likewise  recolkcta  a 
very  old  building,  situated  in  a  place  called  the  Butcho's 
Row,  friuch  now  constitutes  part  of  the  open  mariiet- 
place;  but  at  a  peiiod  when  the  butchers'  shambles  were 
standing,  an  intervening  space  was  fi»med  between  the 
shambles  and  the  opposite  houses  on  the  soath-WMt 
side  of  the  market-place,  which  then  went  by  the  name 
of  the  Butcher's  Row.  This  building,  whilst  it  lemained, 
seemed  to  shew  more  of  antiquity  than  any  other  in 
^e  town,  from  whence,  smne  conjectured  that  it  was 
built  in  king  John's  reign,  though  with  little  probability. 

•  Mr.  Jun  Stuuojd,  sow  «|«d  »  (UtT). 


i  by  Google 


i  HISTORY    OF 

Then  was,  indeed,  some  rude  carred  work  in  IVont,  mi  ' 
wood,  wbich  teemed  to  be  a  man  felling  an  ox,  and 
other  devices,  with  an  inscription  in  SaxcM  chaiacten^ 
unintelligible.  This  building  afterwards  belonged  to 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wright,  a  great  benefactress  to  the 
town,*  and  was  last  in  the  tenure  of  Bridget  Osbwn, 
and  being  in  a  vecy  ruinous  state,  was  taken  down 
in  1811,  and  the  ground  let  on  a  building  lease  to 
Mr.  William  Bell,  a  respectable  tradesman,  who  now 
occupies  the  same  in  its  modem  state,  as  part  of  his 
shop  for  business.  In  front  of  a  modern  tenement  in 
Timber  Market,  on  the  eastern  side,  there  used  to  be 
six  curious  Romjut  bricks,  with  raised  figures  represerated 
upon  them  in  the  front.  Although  consisting  of  six, 
they  appeared  duplicates.  Drawings  have  been  taken 
of  them,  which  will  accompany  this  work:  there  is 
no  authentic  history  relatire  to  them ;  the  only  accoant 
is,  that  an  ancient  dwelling,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  stood  on  the  site  where  this  modem  erection 
was  afterwards  made,  and  in  diggii^  the  fbandati<Hi, 
the  six  bricks  above  mentioned  were  discovered  amongst 
the  mins. 

Wisbech,  like  Stamford,  was  formeriy  &moas  for  its 
annual  bull  running,  which  took  place  on  Shrove  Tuesday, 
when  the  animal  was  generally  let  loose  &om  the  shop  or 
building  before  described  in  Butcher's  Row.  This  emd 
practice  was  abolished  about  thirty-five  years  since,  prin- 
cipally through  the  exertions  of  a  very  active  and  intel- 
ligent magistrate,  thai  acting  in  this  dirision.-t-  It  has 
been  shewn  that  the  town,  for  these  last  tbir^  ysuS)  has 


*  Sm  title—'  Public  Cbiritiai,'  piga  3M. 
t  The  Rot.  ThoBW  3hetip«tiuk>,  A.M.  lata  n 
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been  rapidly  increasing  in  size  and  importance,  as  well 
as  in  the  erection  of  bnildings.  But  for  many  years 
preceding,  Wiabech  had  excited  considerable  reapect 
frmn  a  very  notable  obaerrer  of  buildings,  who  described 
the  honses  to  be  in  general  handsome;  and  that  the 
bridge,  stretching  Rialto-like  over  a  cfmsiderable  stream, 
with  ft  row  of  good  houses  extending  from  it  and  fnmting 
the  water,  exhibited  a  Venetian  appearance,  especially 
if  viewed  from  the  London  entrance.*  Mr.  Medworth, 
b^ore  alluded  to,*!*  may  be  said  to  have  set  one  of  the 
first  examples  towards  improrement,  but  nothing  has 
promoted  the  general  benefit  of  the  town,  or  given  a 
stimulus  to  the  spirit  of  the  inhabitants  so  much  as 

nje  Act  for  Jmpnmng  the  Town, 

which  was  passed  in  the  year  1810,  entitled,  "  An  Act 
"  fw  establishing  a  Cattle  Market  within  the  Town  of 
"  Wisbech,  for  taking  down  and  removing  the  Shambles 
"  therein,  for  paving,  cleansing,  lightii^,  and  watching 
"  the  said  Town,  and  removing  Knisances  therein,  for 
"  preserving  and  improving  the  Port  and  Harbour  of 
"  Wisbech,  and  for  increasing  the  Duties  at  the  said 
"  Port." 

This  act  has  proved  most  impotantly  beneficial  to 
Wisbech,  and  if  the  fdtnre  fhnds  are  well  managed, 
will  be  a  blessing  thereto.  In  cntsequence  of  this  act, 
the  streets  are  now  well  paved,  and  a  flat  pavement  of 
YoriLshire  slab  is  laid  npon  the  sides  next  to  the  houses, 
independent  of  their  being  vrell  lighted,  kept  from  ob- 
structions and  nuisances,  and  r^ularly  swept,   which 

■  CoIm'  USS.  t  Sm  pap  131. 
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gives  a  very  agnetbla  &ppearanca  to  the  town.  The 
aot  has  now  been  in  existence  serenteeB  yean,  and  ever 
since  the  pasnng  thereof,  the  tewn  has  contiBsed  to 
adTsnce  ia  prosperity.  The  numeroiu  bnildtngs  on  the 
roads  adjacent  to  the  town,  (beoidcfl  the  Crescent,  con- 
sisting of  betwetm  fifty  and  sixty  new  hooses)  stnn^ly 
evinee  an  augmentation  of  opulence,  whilst  ereiy  vacant 
space  within  the  town  ia  appropriated  to  the  nse  of 
the  builder.  There  are  many  nsefnl  ohmses  in  this 
act,  which  provide  tor  the  appmipriation  of  the  cattle 
market,  the  limits  of  the  port,  and  increase  of  its 
toBni^  duties,  the  paving  o(  the  straeti,  which  are 
placed  onder  the  directum  of  the  capital  Imrgesses,  with 
the  removal  of  all  noisome  baildings,  and  the  preventing 
of  future  encroachments  and  projections.  The  streets 
called  Yorke  Row,  the  Crescent,  Church  Street,  Ely 
Place,  and  Market  Street,  are  by  this  act  acknowledged 
to  be  private  property ;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  diat  they 
were  not  placed  under  its  useful  regulatinu.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  in  wet  seasons  they  wen  for  several 
yean  in  a  v«y  miry  condition,  but  the  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  the  town  have  lately  Aetm  their  spirit,  by 
contributing  fiom  their  private  parses  a  warn  suffirient 
to  pave  and  gravel  the  whole  space,  which  has  added 
much  to  the  cleanliness  and  ornament  thereof.  In 
peranbulatii^  the  town,  there  will  be  perceived  con- 
siderable Btir  and  bustle,  without  any  exterior  lagaa  o( 
want,  and  much  to  please  and  gratify, 

TURNPIKE  ROADS. 

Safe  and  easy  travelling  is  now  bee<nne  so  etniducive 
to  the  comfort  and  economy,  not  only  of  the  immediate 
resident,  bat  also  of  the  public  generally,  that  we  must 
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not  osvijt  to  give  iome  account  of  tbe  preseat  Btai»  of 
the  highways  in  this  neighbourhood ;  indeed,  no  circum- 
stance lespecting  a  tows  is  of  more  cooaequence  th»Q 
the  state  of  the  loads  Bunounduig  it :  this  is  the  capit«d 
trait  which  mailu  the  degree  of  improTement  at  whidi 
a  p60[rfe  are  arrired.  The  first  act  in  our  statute  books 
relying  to  highways  is  in  the  year  1284,  (13th  Edward  I. 
Btat.  ii.  c.  6).  In  the  leign  of  Wilham  III.,  turnpike 
acts  were  passed,  such  as  at  preeent,  ^poiotiog  com- 
misaionera,  authorixing  tolls,  Sec.  It  is  not  more  than 
seveaty  or  eighty  years  ago,  since  the  internal  traffic  of 
this  country  was  carried  on  chiefly  by  means  of  pack 
hones.  We  are  old  enough  to  remember,  when  some 
of  the  first  districts  in  the  island,  distinguished  for  their 
rich  coltiration,  were  so  deficient  in  the  state  of  their 
roads,  that  a  carriage  could  scarcely  pass  along  without 
the  greatest  difficulty,  and  all  intercourse  nearly  ceased 
with  the  autumnal  rains.  Roads  were  then  in  so 
wretched  a  state,  that  eren  a  waggon  was  seldom  seen 
upon  them.  Notice  has  already  been  taken*  (^  a  petition 
to  parlisneot  in  the  year  1 729,  set^ng  forth  the  almost 
impassable  state  ctf  the  roads,  for  '^wa^;ons,  beasts, 
"  and  sheep  to  LondoB,  which  were  c^iliged  to  go  over 
"  Wisbech  bridge."  The  first  tompUu  act  in  this 
neighbourhood  was  passed  in  the  year  1766,  for  makii^ 
a  road  from  CluUteris  ferry,  through  Chatteris  and 
March,  to  Wisbech  Saint  Peto's,  and  from  thence  to 
Tid  Gote,  and  frwa  Wisbech,  through  Outwell,  to 
Downham  bridge,  in  the  connly  of  Norfolk.  When  this 
road  approached  within  four  miles  of  the  town  of  Wisbech, 
it  was  carried  on  the  top  of  a  hig^  bank  called  Waldersea 
bank,  in  width  less  at  that  time  than  thirty  feet,  to 
pass  along  which  had  to  many  persons  the  appearance 
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of  great  danger ;  this  inconTenience  w,  howerer,  now  in 
a  great  measure  remoTed,  hj  an  addition  of  twenty  feet 
in  width  on  the  snr&ce  o(  the  bank,  the  whole  of  which 
is  now  coreied  wi^  the  dnrable  material  of  §^TeI. 
This  laodable  and  naefnl  work  was  fint  proposed  and 
adopted  in  the  year  1817,  as  a  means  of  relieving  the 
poor,  whom  want  of  employment  greatly  diatressed. 
The  parish  of  Wisbech  subacribed  a  certain  sum,  and 
the  trustees  of  the  turnpike  road  advanced  an  equal 
sum,  and  by  the  judicious  use  thereof,  many  industrious 
men  were  substantially  relieved  by  being  employed  in 
raising  and  widening  this  road;  besides  which,  it  had 
this  fiitther  good  effect,  that  when  a  penon  applied  fw- 
retief  under  the  pretence  of  scarcity  of  work,  it  served  as 
a  touchstone  to  distinguish  the  justness  of  his  complaint 
The  poor  who  are  fit  for  employment  ought,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  find  it  for  themselves,  or  have  it  found  for 
thein:  maintaining  them  in  idleness  is  only  teaching 
them  to  be  useless  and  wicked.  Indeed,  the  poor 
themselves  should  consider,  that  continuing  to  live  upon 
alms,  when  they  are  able  wholly  or  in  part  to  live  upon 
the  produce  of  their  own  labour,  ia  injuring  the  com- 
munity. Industry  is  an  indiapmsable  dnty  of  the  poor.- 
The  improved  width  upon  Waldersea  bank  ought  to  be 
publicly  known  to  all  travellers  resorting  to  Wisbech,  as 
the  fears  of  the  most  timorous  may  be  now  dissipated, 
noc  need  any  apprehensions  of  alarm  be  entertained  by 
reason  of  the  narrow  surface  of  the  bank,  whjeh  has  now 
a  width  of  fifty  fieet,  upon  an  average,  well  gravelled  and 
kept  in  an  excellent  state  along  the  whole  line,  besides 
a  raised  protecting  bank  against  the  steep  side  thereof. 
Within  the  period  of  about  twenty-five  yean,  the  mail  in 
the  winter  mcmths  was  often  oUiged  to  be  brought  frooi 
Guyhim  to  Wisbech  by  a  boat,  on  account  of  the  then 
intolerable  state  of  the  road  upon  the  bank,  consisting  of  a 
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nilth  and  cUy  siirface.  All  the  roads  in  this  country  used 
beKtofore  to  be  fonned  of  silth,  a  eoit  of  sand  Irom  the 
sea  ahore,  bat  that  plan  hoa  for  aotae  time  given  way 
to  the  more  durable  material  of  gravel,  with  which  the 
Borface  of  the  whole  line  of  road  belongii^  to  this  district 
is  now  covered,  and  this  has  been  accomplished  by  the 
pereeverance  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  deserved  and  is 
entitled  to  the  esteem  of  bis  neighbours,  for  the  long, 
valuable,  and  usefiil  seiVices  rendered  by  bim,  not  only 
in  this  instance  of  the  roads,  but  for  his  general  conduct 
in  the  public  concerns  of  this  division  of  the  isle.*  It 
will  scarcely  be  believed  by  those  unacquainted  with  the 
cimunstance,  that  previous  to  the  year  1810,  there  was 
DO  direct  carnage  road  between  Norfolk  and  the  central 
counties  which  was  not  for  almost  six  numths  in  the  year 
itapaaaable ;  the  carta  stuck  &st  in  the  deep  clay,  and 
it  was  deemed  little  abort  of  madnesa  to  undertake  a 
journey  altmg  this  tract,  except  daring  hard  froat.  The 
chief  <rf»tacle  occurred  in  the  n^ected  and  dangerous 
avenue  between  the  towns  of  Wisbech  and  Tfaonwy. 
This  has  now  been  converted,  thoagh  at  conmderable 
expeuM,  into  a  safe  and  excellent  road,  by  the  operation 
of  an  act  for  making  and  maint-aining  a  turnpike  road 
between  these  two  towns,  which  was  passed  in  the  year 
1810.  The  subscriptions  were  liberal,  and  the  increase  of 
traffic  is  so  enlarged,  and  the  funds  so  well  managed,  that 
the  aeveral  creditors  on  the  road  receive  at  this  time  five 


*  Tba  idsUtntt  cf  Wkbeck  and  ita  BUghbouhood  endMrmtrad  to 
tMliQr  tbair  ■ppnfauion  of  Um  pnltft-WMth;  wMrtinai  of  tlii*  pBtleniui, 
Babort  Hudwiolw,  Mq.  U.D.  for  hii  Ma  ditcliHgs  of  •  nris^  of  im- 
partiBt  dabai,  aqullj  adnaUgMM  to  tlM  public  aod  bocoanbla  to  himwlf, 
t7  imii  liliif  >  nrvice  of  pU^  of  tba  Talne  of  one  baDdred  ud  twenty 
galwiMi  whkfc  «■■  fMHRtad  tn  Ub  tt  m pobUe  «eetiaf  U  tbe  tgwa-l^ 
ia  WUm^  b  A*  Matk  or  OetAw  US«. 
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per  cent,  on  the  originKl  shares,*  and  have  done  ao  for 
many  years.  The  reproach,  therefore,  of  bad  roada  is 
now  wearing  fast  away,  and  at  this  period  ftwility  of 
trarelUng  is  equal  to  any  that  can  be  foand  throughout 
the  kingdom,  and  the  effectB  of  good  example  are  already 
beginning  to  appear  upon  the  bye  and  cross  roads. 

About  the  year  I8II,  a  general  spirit  of  improrement 
prevailed  in  dtflfe^nt  parts  of  the  country  with  regard  to 
the  amending  of  the  highway  and  turnpike  roads.  The 
honorable  housb  of  commtRU  appointed  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  their  general  Btate,  and  the  result  was  the 
recommendation  of  a  better  method  of  road  making,  and 
the  plan  advised  by  John  Loudcm  M'Adam  esq.  a 
magistnite  and  eomnuBsioner  of  nmds  in  the  west  of 
England,  became  so  generally  approved,  tliat  on  adoptii^ 
his  syttbtn,  a  Qkw  term  became  ap^ed,  in  apeakbig  of 
the  reparation  of  roads,  by  deabiibli^  thun  as  beb^ 
macadamited.  M'Adam's  principlea  ur,  liiat  a  road 
should  not  bfe  high  in  the  middle,  but  ought  to  be 
considered  As  an  artificial  flooring)  at  on<»  capable  of 
cuYying  a  great  weighty  and  over  which  catriagea  may 
pass  witlioUt  beihg  on  any  dangerous  slope.  Ilirtie 
ihches  higher  in  thb  centre  than  at  the  sides,  (when  there 
are  eighteen  feet)  are  sufBcleat  to  allow  the  wat«T  to 
run  olr.  Every  road  to  be  matte  of  brokoi  stone, 
without  atiy  nuxture  of  earth,  clay,  6cc.  and  nothing 


■  Hii  gnce  the  duke  of  B*dbid,  klm^  dBUrdoi  of  proriurtiag  igrtij 
pulilic  good  fbr  tliB  eoantry,  ud  who  held  dik  right  of  •  toB  M  Me&  W- 
treibit^  of  Uk  lordriiip  Of  TbonM<r,  >aliuit>r%  ■anmdercd  np  U*  d«i« 
in  tfie  mo*i  HbenU  m«ira«r  to  tlM  tnutMa,  ki  aon  m  the  lead  bscina 
tnnptke ;  thereby  tonderiiiK  (u  teliul  beoolt  to  lb*  oslBBt  of  Aa  wmttuat 
of  tidl.wUdi&itawhMdktvffSS.iMtnmiim.  Th«  nrfdu  <tf  tka  nad 
ft^  Thonarto  Feisibcmdgh  WM  pMtioihljtiaalhtanffkBk  tha  ^MkUP*. 
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laid  upon  the  clean  Btone  on  pretence  of  binding,  as  the 
broken  stone  will  combine  by  its  own  angles,  and  fotm 
into  a  nnooth  and  hard  rarface ;  the  la^  atooea  are 
recommended  to  be  broken  ao  that  none  exceed  six 
inches,  and  the  materials  to  be  of  an  uniform  size. 
Ten  inches  in  thickness  of  well  consolidated  materials,  he 
consideTs  equal  to  cany  any  thing,  and  such  materials 
to  be  broken  to  the  size  of  aiz  inchee;  and  in  cases 
of  an  old  road,  whele  it  had  teb  inches  of  materials 
before,  no  new  ones  would  be  wanted.  The  extent  of 
lerMine  throoghout  the  kingdom  raised  for  maintaining 
roads,  he  calculated  at  abont  a  millbn  and  a  qaart« 
per  annum,  on  the  toll  rerenne,  there  bung  26,000 
miles  of  turnpike  road ;  and  be  believed  the  debt  then 
amounted  to  £7,000,000.  in  England  and  Wales.  About 
the  jear  1818,  Mr.  M'Adam's  plan  became  generally 
pnnmed  on  all  the  pablie  roads. 
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A  CHRONOLOGICAL  ACCOUNT 

OF    SEVERAL    MISCELIAMBOVS   OCCURRENCES    WHICH 

HAVE    TAKEN    PLACE    IN    TUB   TOWN 

AND    NEIOHBOUBHOOO. 


1000  About  Uub  tcna  the  nunor  of  Wisbech  was  given  to 
the  abbot  end  eoavent  of  "Ely,  by  Oswi  and  Leoflede. 

1086    WiUiatn  the  Conqneror  erected  the  castle  of  atoae, 

1 190  A  grant  of  exemption  from  tolls  in  fain  and  markets 
throtj^hout  England,  to  the  tenants  of  Wisbech  Barton 
manor,  by  king  Richard  I.  has  been  before  moitioned,* 
and  in  the  12th  Henry  IV.  (a.d.  1411)  it  was  renewed, 
and  the  giant  confirmed  by  writ  of  privy  seal  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VI.  This  privilege  being  afterwanU 
lost,  was  restored,  as  collected  from  that  homely  verae 
before  mentioned  t  amongst  the  monmnents,  inscribed 
oa  a  brass  plate  inserted  on  the  monumental  stone  of 
Mr.  Nicholas  Sandford,  who  died  8th  February  1638. 

1216  King  John  visited  Wisbech. 

1236  A  most  violent  storm  on  Martinmas  and  oth«  following 
days,  whentheseaby  the  violence  of  the  wind  inandated 
this  town  and  the  surrounding  country. 

•  See  piS«  13i,  t  See  Fi«e  ser. 
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been  atterly  deBtroyed  by  a  violent  inundation  of  the 
Bea.  A  few  years  after  this  period,  there  fell  such  foo- 
digions  raiuB,  that  the  Thames  overflowed,  and  broke 
down  its  banks  in  many  places,  which  occasioned  an 
immense  damage,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  were  thereby 
so  destroyed,  as  to  occasion  the  most  excessiTe  dearth, 
wheat  bebg  sold  at  £  6.  8s.  the  quarter,  equal  to  £  60. 
at  present  (1827),  and  the  famine  reigned  hiunrible  and 
destmctiTB.* 

1282  to  1393  Ancient  records  speak  of  a  manor  called 
Todeoham  Hall,  in  Wisbech,  held  by  the  family  of 
Todenham  in  the  the  13th  and  14th  GeoturieB.f 

1348  A  gallows  was  erected  apon  the  marah  where  a  wind- 
mill now  stands,  at  the  bottom  of  Timber  Maiket,  which 
was  called  afterwards  Gallows  Marsh. 

1379  In  this  year  the  guild  of  the  U<dy  Trinity  was  established 
at  Wisbech. 

1380  A  house  t^  lepers  was  standing,  near  which  was  a  stona 
cross,  in  the  road  fnun  Wisbech  to  Elm,  being  the 
division  between  the  two  towns. 

1437  This  town  was  visited  with  a  disartrons  event,  by  the 
decay  of  the  Wisbech  Fen  Dike,  so  that  the  fresh 
waters  made  so  great  a  breach,  that  other  portions  of 
the  iune  bank  adjoining  wNe  also  broke,  to  the  danger 
of  destroying  the  whole  country.  In  Wisbech,  4400 
acres  of  hud  woe  overflowed  and  drowned,  besides 
4600  acres  in  Leveiingtai,  1400  acres  in  Newton,  and 
2000  acres  in  Tid. 

1469  King  John  was  not  the  only  crowned  head  who  htmored 
this  place  with  a  viut,  for  in  this  year,  his  majesty 


•  Hiit«T  of  London. 

t  BtooaUd'aCaOMttaM.  TbUmucvwMprabtUjBtWiAadiMiirTow. 
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king  Edward  IV.  going  on  a  pilgrinage  to  St.  Ed- 
mundBbuiy,  ntumed  bj  Wakingbam  and  Lynn,  and 
thence  went  bj  Wiabech,  with  a  Miite  of  200  bone,  and 
proceeded  to  Crawlaiid.  It  is  extremely  probable  that 
kii^  Chartes  I.  was  also  here  in  his  ronto  from 
Oxford  to  the  Soots  army  at  Newai^,  lotd  Clarendcm 
obserring,  that  he  wait  by  many  "  crooked  aad  bye 
"  ways,"  to  eaoape  the  ftKicea  of  the  parllaaait ;  it  is 
certain  that  be  was  at  Downbam,  twelve  miles  distant, 
a  walk  or  pasaage  there  still  retaining  hia  name. 

1480  Bishop  Morton  this  year  rebuilt  the  castle. 

1649  Was  remarkable  in  Wisbech,  as  the  year  in  which  the 
first  chatter  of  IbtocpcrotitHi  by  Edward  VI,  was  gtanted, 
on  the  BBppruBsion  of  the  guild  of  the  Holy  l^inity. 

1564  After  the  dmih  of  this  exeellent  yoong  king,  popery 
was  again  established  for  a  leaaoa.  The  inhnmanity 
of  the  Rmush  church  had  cena^ned  many  men  coft- 
spicuons  for  their  character  <v  staticm  to  the  flames,  but 
the  peisecntors  were  not  contented  with  those  victims, 
for  they  sent  artificers  and  hnsbandmen,  wonen  and 
boys,  to  the  stake;  and  it  is  with  ngret  we  have  to  state, 
that  between  the  years  1654  and  1669,  two  persons  df 
tha  nadws  of  William  Wolsey  and  Robert  Piggott,  in- 
habitants of  Wisbech,  were,  after  a  long  eotifinement 
at  Ely,  burnt  at  Wisbech.  It  is  to  be  ofaaerved  of  the 
martyrs  in  humble  life,  that  they  snflerad  tiot  for  ob- 
truding their  bdief,  but  for  refnsiiig  to  teAenace  it. 

1660  About  this  period,  the  new  market^dace  waB  raised  by 
soil  brought  from  the  river  bank,  between  Crabbe  Marsh 
Gate  and  Ehn  Leam. 

1670  A  great  flood  happened,  which  did  ineredible  dainage  at 
Yannouth,  Witbitch,  Lynn,  and  other  places.  A  violent 
snow  b^an  ten  days  before  Christmaa,  which  increased 
to  suoh  a  depth  in  the  Christmas  b<rfidays»  that  the 
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like  had  not  before  been  known,  and  continued  until 
Candlemas,  when,  the  thaw  began.* 
1571  The  sea.  banks  had  been  previously  preeented  by  the 
court  of  sewers  to  be  in  a  decayed  condition,  hut  before 
any  reparation  could  take  place,  the  eastern  coast  was, 
in  •ctober  in  this  year,  visited  by  a  violent  stoim  of 
wind  and  rain,  ao  that  the  banks  were  unable  to  with- 
Ktand  the  tampeat;  Levermgton  and  NewtMi  were 
overflowed,  and  Wisbech  and  its  bei^hbonrhood  flooded 
some  feet  deep.  Holinsbefl  f  presents  a  doldul  picture 
of  the  devastating  effects  of  this  flood :  "  The  setf  broke 
"  in,"  he  says,  "  between  Wisbech  aM  Walsoken,  and 
"  at  the  Cross  Keies,  drowaiB;  Tilneie  md  Old  Lin, 
'<  Saint  Marie,  Teding  Saint  Marie,  Tid  Saint  John, 
"  Wanple,  Walttrti,  Wakoken,  Emnie,  Jaimans,  and 
"  Stow  Bridge,  all  being  in  the  space  of  ten  miles : 
*'  these  towns  snd  villages  were  overflown,  that  it  to  Bay, 
"  Wiebech,Quihome)  Parson  Drove,  and  Hobhoose.  This 
"  Uobhouse  being  an  almshouse,  and  the  witter  breaking 
"  down  the  walls  of  it,  the  wind  blew  the  clothes  off 
"  (iom  the  bed  of  a  poore  man  and  his  wife,  wh6  being 
"  ctM,  awaked,  and  snddo^  stef^ted  out  of  his  bed 
"  to  reach  up  his  clothes,  and  slipt  up  to  thb  bellie  in 
"  water,  and  theil  be  thinking  himself  to  be  in  danger, 
*'  (as  he  was  indeed)  and  knowing  the  best  waie  to 
"  escape  the  danger  trf*  the  vratv,  he  took  his  wife  on 
*'  bis  necke,  and  carried  her  away,  and  ao  wen  both 
"saved.  At  the  same  rime,  in  Wisbech,  a  garden  or 
"  tennis  ^laee,  and  a  bowling  allie  walled  about  with 
"brieke,  worth  £20.  by  the  yeu  to  the  owner,  was 
"  quite  destxoyed  by  the  water. 


*  BknMBeU'a  Hiatw;  of  Norfblk. 

t  HolnulMd'a  Chnatde,  vol.  U.  jp.  1113. 
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"  Master  Thimblebie  lost  220  afaeep;  Muter  Dimoke 
"  lost  400  sheep,  with  eeTeral  othera,  bo  that,  by  esti- 
"  mation,  20,000  cattle  one  and  other  were  loet  Bourne 
"  was  orerflowed  into  the  midway  of  the  height  of  the 
"  chnrch.* 

"  AUo  Holland,  Leverington,  Newton  Chappel  tn  the 
"  Sea,  Long  Sntton,  and  Holbich  were  overflown,  and 
"  in  this  conntiy  also  were  great  Iom  of  cattle." 

AU  Manhlaod  was  drowned  by  the  sea  waters ;  there 
were  not  ten  rods  of  the  whole  sea  bank  from  Old  or 
West  Lynn  to  Magdalen  bridge.* 

Hohnshed  also  menttoas,  Uiat  at  &L  Ives,  boat«  were 
rowed  over  the  chnrch^rard  wall,  two  yards  high,  without 
touching  it. 

1583  Id  duB  year,  a  new  wooden  Iwidge  at  Wisbech  was 
built  orer  the  riTer. 

1584  Th(Knas  Watson,  bishop  <rf'  Lincoln,  died  in  amfinement 
here,  and  was  buried  in  an  obscure  mannv.i- 

1567  The  plague  broke  out  in  Wiabech,  when  the  town  waa 
divided  into  ten  wards;  and  in  the  following  year, 
Wisbech  (like  the  metropolis  after  a  similar  disaster) 
was  Tinted  by  a  fire,  which  broke  out  in  the  Old 
Maritet. 

1688  The  town  does  not  appear  to  have  materially  suffered 
firom  its  late  disasters,  as  the  inhabitants  cheerfully  came 
forward  to  raise  contributions  to  assist  in  repelling  the 
SpaniA  aimada,  and  the  names  of  William  Sturmyn, 
William  Scotred,  Robert  Oifdon,  James  Sallibank, 
Robert  Lyne,  Robert  Cooper,  and  Arthur  Dalton, 
are  preserved  as  having  contributed  £  25.  each,  w^ieh 
must  be  equal  to  £.  100.  at  least  at  this  time  (1827). 


*  Pukini'  TiMbridgt  Hoodred,  ptg*  114. 
t  Colu'MSS. 
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1592  Th«  butchery  was  this  year  erected  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  new  Market-place,*  and  the  bishop,  oa  request, 
released  his  claim  to  the  shambles,  and  granted  the  same 
to  the  corporation  by  copy  of  court  roll. 

IGOO  At  this  period,  the  see  of  Ely  became  vacant,  and 
continued  so  for  eighteen  years,  during  which  queen 
Eliiabeth  received  the  whole  profits,  and  upon  appoint- 
ment of  the  new  bishop,  the  burgesses  testified  their 
congratulation  by  directing  their  town-bailifi*  to  entertain 
the  "  lord  of  Ely"  at  the  assizes,  and  to  provide  twenty 
stone  (tf  the  best  beef,  a  veal,  and  a  lamb. 

1607  Another  fire  brohe  out  in  the  Old  Market. 

1610  The  inhabitants  obtained  a  renewal  of  their  charter 
from  James  I. 

1613  A  very  violent  storm  on  the  first  of  November,  which 
caused  considerable  damage,  and  the  sea  breaking  in 
overflowed  a  great  part  of  the  town  of  Wisbech,  both 
on  the  owth  and  south  side,  as  well  as  all  Marshland  ; 
and  in  January  and  February  of  the  following  year,  the 
country  again  suffered  from  the  overflow  of  fresh  water 
through  a  heavy  snow :  the  damage  was  estimated  at 
£37,862.t 

1615  A  sluice  was  ordered  to  be  built  at  the  Horse-shoe,  near 
Wisbech,  which  cost  £80004 

1619  A  com  market  house  having  been  built  by  the  burgesses, 
pursuant  to  Mrs.  Stunnyn's  will,  and  a  doubt  arising 
respecting  their  title  to  the  ground  on  which  the  same 
stood,  the  bishop  of  Ely  was  solicited  to  grant  the  same 
to  the  corporation  by  copy  of  court  roll,  which  was 
comi^ied  with. 

*  TUi  baOdiaf  ma  tikMi  down  in  1810,  md  tiMwte  tm  tlmnramto,  lad  ne* 
fom*  put  t4  tb«  prewnt  Huket-pUce. 

t  Paikini,  p*g«  114. 

t  Thit  ihilce  did  dm  atand  tboTi  Mrea  daji,  bat  wm  blom  op  bj  the  tldca. 
Dnfdale,  p.  3»9,  400. 
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1623  Great  rejoicings  made  for  prince  Chariea'  retam  Iroin 
Spain,  and  money  paid  for  beer,  cakes,  bonfires,  &c. 
as  well  as  to  the  ring^s. 

1626  Public  festivities  on  the  accession  of  Charles  I. 

1636  As  many  of  the  ten  buigesses  for  tbe  year  next  preceding 
as  were  then  present  on  3d  N'orember,  choae  ten  others 
for  the  Bobseqaent  year,  the  freeboiders  having  neglected 
to  choose  them  on  the  2d  November. 

1637  Another  bridge  (the  last  wooden  one)  was  ereot«d  over 
the  river. 

1642  Wisbech  was  garrisoned  for  the  parliament  during  the 
civil  war,  and  colon^  Sir  John  Palgruve  seems  to  have 
been  commfwder  of  the  forces. 

1644  The  house  of  commons  made  an  order,  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  providing  fad  for  the  city  of  London 
should  confer  widi  tbe  cfunmoo  council  upon  the  ways 
and  prices  of  brining  turf  and  peat  from  Egbam,  and 
the  fens  of  Wisbeche  and  the  isle  of  Ely,  for  the  service 
of  the  city. 

1646  Edward  Buckworth,  with  others,  were  fined  in  con- 
siderable BUtOB  oi  money  for  delim^uency,  that  is,  for 
disrespect  to  the  pariiament,  as  appears  by  the  joomals 
of  the  house  of  conmions ;  but  an  ordinance  was  after- 
wards granted  for  tjieir  pardon. 

1647  An  inundation,  occasioned  by  excessive  rains,  1^  which 
the  banks  of  Wisbech,  Elm,  Upwell,  and  Outwt^,  were 
broken,  and  14,000  acres  of  land  drowned,  besides  many 
cattle,  and  much  loss  in  com  and  hay. 

1651  A  fire  on  the  SoutJi  Brink  deetroyed  Stunnyn's  alms- 
houses and  several  other  dwellings. 

1657  A  gallery  erected  in  the  chorch  for  secretary  Thturloe, 
at  the  expense  of  the  corporation. 

1658  The  burgesses  met  on  Thursday  the  6th  January,  and  chose 
the  rt.  hon.  secretary  Thurloe  their  r^prttattative/or  the 
town,  to  sit  in  the  ensuing  parliament  at  Westminster, 
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1660  He  bailiff  of  the  liberty  proclaimed  king  Charies  II. 

at  Wiabech. 
— —  The  old  castle  rebuilt  from  a  design  of  Inigo  Jones. 
1664  Wiabecb  high  fen  was  this  year  drained  and  inclosed. 
1668  Secretary  Thuiioe  was  accnsed  a£  high  treason. 

1670  About  this  period,  not  only  towns,  bat  private  persons, 
made  their  own  halfpence  and  fiuthings,  which  w&e 
called  tolcens,  as  copper  money  was  much  wanted  in 
exchange;  and  in  1671,  the town-bailifi  expended  £20. 
in  coining  halfpence,  with  the  words,  "  A  Wisbech 
"  Halfpenny,"  on  one  side,  and  the  town  arms  on  the 
other.  Sow  after  this,  the  govenrntent  took  the  coinage 
into  its  own  hands.  The  tradesmen  at  this  time  used 
to  keep  sorting  boxes,  with  seyeral  diTiei<Ki8,  and  when 
a  quantity  of  any  man's  or  corpwation  tokens  was  col- 
lected, they  took  them  to  be  exchanged  for  mhtsr. 

1671  Another  violent  inundation  of  the  sea,  but  Marshland 
was  more  materially  affected  than  the  town  of  Wisbech. 

1675  Some  differences  appear  to  have  arisen  between  the  then 
vjcar  and  his  parishioners,  about  the  tithe  of  coleseed, 
which  were  probably  cotemporary  with  the  introduction 
of  that  species  of  seed  into  the  parish.* 

1676  On  a  censos  taken,  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  1705. 
1699  In   this  year,    a  petition   of  the  capital  bni^eases   of 

Wisbech,  together  with  justices  of  the  peace,  deputy 
lieuteiwnts,  and  other  chief  inhabitants  and  ftecjiolden 
of  the  towns  of  Wisbech,  Newton,  LevcnngttHi,  Tid 
St.  Giles,  Elea,  Upwell,  Outwell,  Ouyhiro,  Parsw  Drove, 
and  Marrow,  was  presented  to  the  house  at  commons, 
praying  that  an  act  might  be  passed  for  making  the 
river  Laric,  alias  Bum,  navigable,  because  that  the  said 
towns  and  country  adjacoit  fw  tai  miles  in  compass, 
conuBted  for  the  most  part  of  pasture,  marsh,  utd  fen 

•  ColM'MSS. 
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Isnda,  the  produce  wheieitf  wu  mostly  employed  in 
feeding  of  cattle,  and  for  butter,  cheew,  and  summer 
crops  of  oats ;  and  that  the  petitioners  being  supplied 
with  wheat,  lye,  and  malt  from  other  counties,  (especially 
from  Bury  and  the  parts  of  Suffolk  adjoinii^)  by  way 
of  return,  experienced  great  inconvenience  for  want  of 
navigation  to  and  from  thence,  their  interchangeable 
supply  became  very  chargeable,  and  in  winter,  by  the 
badness  of  the  way,  impracticable.* 

1703  Grain  being  very  dear,  on  a  pretence  of  scarcity,  much 
rioting  took  place  through  the  kingdom,  and  at  Wisbech 
assizes  this  year,  fourteen  persons  were  found  guilty, 
but  were  oot  all  executed.f 

1719  Upon  a  petition  presented  this  year  to  the  bouse  of 
commons,  praying  that  no  more  salt  marshes  might  be 
embanked,  the  committee  reported,  that  after  bearing 
counsel,  it  appeared,  on  the  examination  of  witnesses, 
that  the  town  of  Wisbech  was  an  ancient  sea  port,  and 
employed  in  the  trade  thereof  above  thirty  ships  of 
burden,  which  imported  wine,  inm,  deals,  coals,  pot  ash, 
pitch,  tar,  and  hemp,  and  divers  other  foreign  conuno- 
dities,  as  well  as  exported  those  of  their  own  manufacture, 
whereby  there  arose  to  hia  majesty  an  income  of  £4000. 
per  annum,  and  that  there  had  been  shipped  off  yearly 
from  the  port  of  Wisbech,  1000  tons  of  oil,  and  40,000 
quartov  of  oats :  that  besides  the  aforesaid  ships,  there 
.  were  nearly  thirty  smaller  vessels  of  twenty  or  thirty 
tons  each,  which  served  to  lighten  the  larger  ships,  and 
to  carry  commodities  to  and  from  the  neighbouring 
ports ;  and  by  such  trade,  grrat  numbers  of  seafaring 
men  were  employed,  which  increased  the  breed  of  seamen, 
there  having  been,  from  Christmas  1718  to  Christmas 
1719,  cleared  at  the  said  port,  241  ships  and  more.| 

*  Jaunwb  of  tlie  Ilaiue  of  ConuDoni. 

t  Ulanelield.  t  3m  pi(e  30),  &c. 
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1722  llifl  poor-hoow  was  erected  at  an  expense  of  £2000. 

1730  The  town  this  year  seans  to  have  laboured  under  a  decay 

of  trade,  which  was  attributed  to  certain  clandestine 

dealings   carried    on    by  hawkera,   pedlars,  and  petty 

chapmen ;  whereupon  a  petition  whs  presented  to  the 

house  of  c(MnmonB  by  the  gentlemen,  merchants,  and 

principal  traders,  praying  that  such  dealers  should  be 

tuppresBed. 

1736  About  this  time,  a  considerable  quantity  of  oil  was  made 

and  shipped  from  the  port :  no  less  than  seven  milb 

in  the  town  were  employed  in  presaing  it  from  seed. 

1740  Them  wa«  a  great   firoet,   followed   by   an    untoward 

aunmier,  which  brought  on  a  rise  of  provisions,  with 

high  price  of  grain,  and  on  Sunday  the  29tb  June,  a 

mob  gathered  together  near  the  town,  entered  the  same, 

and  broke  the  com  merchants'  windom,  seized  about 

twenty-five  lasts  of  wheat,  and  forced  waggons  to  carry 

it  off,  when  they  sold  the  same  at  fonrpence  per  bushel, 

and  some  at  one  penny;  they  then  levied  contributions 

on  the  shopkeepers,  and   collected  upwards  of  £30. 

This  alarming  the  gentry  and  richer  sort  of  traders, 

who  at  first  thought  themselves  unconcerned,  they  met 

on  the  first  of  July,  subscribed  nearly  £200.,  and  by 

beat  of  drum  enlisted  above  600  men,  with  whom  they 

marched  to  Upwell,  (the  chief  rendezvous  of  the  rioters) 

where  they  took  about  for^  of  them,  who,  with  others 

taken  elsewhere,  in  all  about  sixty,  were  laid  in  irons, 

by  which  means  peace  was  restored. 

1750  A  smart  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in  this  island 

on  23d  August :  Dr.  Stukeley  observes  that  it  extended 

itsdf  to  Coventry  and  Newark,  and  thence  came  eastward 

to  Northampton,  Uppingham,  Stamfwd,  Peterborough, 

-    Wisbech,  &c.   t«^th«  with  all  the  adjacent  places; 

. .    then  it  passed  over  the  whole  breadth  of  Ely  fen,  and 

2b 


i  by  Google 


388  HISTORY    OF 

A.D. 

leacbad  to  Buy  in  SudUk,  ui  extent  of  one  handred 
miles  in  length,  and,  geoeraUy  speaking,  forty  in  breedth^ 
and  all  were  shocked  at  the  same  instant  oi  time. 

1756  The  present  stone  bridge  began  to  be  caocted,  in  lieo 
of  the  wooden  one  built  in  1637,  was  completed  in  1760, 
and  crowned  with  a  hand  Home  balloatrade  and  hmpa. 

1783  The  north  hank  of  Morton's  Leant  Wash  iKoke,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  flood  waten,  and  ruined  a  considerable 
extent  of  the  IcreL 

1766  The  act  passed  fbc  making  a  turnpike  road  from  Wisbech 
to  Chatteris  ferry. 

1770  A  terrible  bieach  took  place  in  the  north  bank,  and  the 
country  for  several  miles  was  covered  with  water  six 
ftet  deep,  npon  the  average. 

1773  The  act  passed  for  making  Kinderley's  Cat,  below  the 
Honw^ehoe;  the  work  was  commenced  upon  fwthwith, 
and  it  is  staled,  that  the  first  land  flood,  which  came 
in  October,  groond  down  the  bottom  of  the  new  channel 
from  twelve  to  sixteen  feet  deeper  than  it  was  cot,  iriiich 
lowered  the  ani&ee  of  the  water  at  Gnnthorpe  slnice 
five  feet,  and  gave  immediate  relief  to  the  north  level, 
and  veaacla  of  much  laigei  bi|rthen  than  before  came 
up  to  Wisbech;  nheieupoQ  it  is  thus  obswred  by 
Oolbome,  in  a  report  then  made  by  him :  "  When  we 
"  refleot  aa  the  great  advaatagea  that  navigation  and 
«  dnunaga  have  received  from  this  partial  cat,  we  may 
"  easily  cmeeive  the  great  benefit  that  would  have  re- 
"  suited,  had  it  been  oontinued  to  the  Eye ;  a  work 
"  that  would  have  given  the  town  of  Wiabech  a  navi- 
''gaUon  for  large  ships,  free  fiota  the  inconvenience 
"  that  attends  the  entmnce  into  the  port  <tf  Lynn.  The 
"  bottom  of  the  river  thcot^  the  town  is  very  hard, 
"with  an  uneven  bottom,  the  soondil^  suddenly 
"changing  from  three   to  e%ht  feet.  .  R  has   been 
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"  obserred,  that  near  Wiabecll,  the  rirct  ebbed  t*o  feet 
"  and  a.  half  lower  than  it  had  done  two  yean  preceding, 
"  and  the  tide  flowed  near  an  honr  longer.  Thta  agrefr- 
"able  alteration  was  effected  by  the  river  being  turned 
"  down  the  new  channel.  A  pair  of  stairs  appeared  at 
"  the  ride  of  the  rirer,  of  which  the  oldest  people  living 
"had  not  the  least  knowledge  or  remembraliee.  A 
"  stone  wall  was  also  seen  at  the  lowtfr  end  of  the 
"town,  which  was  continued  over  the  river  in  an 
"  oUiqne  direction,  at  two  feet  beneath  the  surface  of 
"low  water;  and  on  the  ride  of  the  channel  below 
"  Ounthotpe,  a  top  of  a  sluice  was  seen."* 

1773  Preminnu  offered  by  the  corporation  for  supplying  fish 
in  the  Wisbech  market. 

1781  The  literary  society  established ;  and  likewise  the  asso- 
ciation for  the  prosecution  of  lislons. 

1790  The  parish  again  numbered,  when  the  inhabitants 
amounted  to  4710. 

1793  The  inhabitants  of  Wisbech  and  its  naghbourhood  opened 
a  sabscriptron  for  supplyrng  his  majesty's  troops' cm  the 
continent  with  extra  clothing. 

1794  The  canal  act  passed. 

1795  The  castle  and  surrounding  gardens  sold  by  the  lord 
bishop  of  Ely,  under  an  act  of  parliament,  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Medw(»ifa. 

The  kingdom  in  generel  was  virited  this  year  by  a 

scarcity  of  com,  and  deamess  of  provirion.  Though 
this  was  ielt  by  all  in  some  measure  still  it  pressed  with 
severity  upon  the  poor,  who  would  have  suffered  greatly, 
had  they  not  been  relieved  by  the  generous  and  humane: 
still  a  spirit  of  discontent  wb£  observed  to  have  prevailed 
in  Wisbech  for  a  considemble  time,  though  no  serious 

•  9ea  uoU,  |m|«  «. 
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.  conBeqvencei  at  first  shewed  themielTes;  but  on  a  certain 
market  day,  a  party  of  labociing  bankeis  paraded  the 
town  with  drums  and  fifes,  havii^  bread  and  meat  stuek 
upon  poles,  to  excite  the  lower  classes  to  tumult  and 
disorder.  Their  numbers  at  length  increased  to  that 
degree,  that  it  was  necessary  to  send  for  the  military 
to  qnell  so  turbulent  a  spirit :  in  the  mean  time,  the 
bouse  of  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants,*  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  was  thrown  open  during  the 
evening  of  the  day  in  which  this  licentious  spirit  was 
prevalent,  for  the  use  of  any  gentiouen  resorting  thither, 
so  that  it  became  the  general  rendezvous  for  all  the 
loyal  and  peaceable  inhabitants,  who  assembled  to  de- 
liberate on  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  suppression  of 
these  disturbances.  Whilst  the  mob  were  collected 
around  this  spot,  one  of  the  gentlemen  there  assembled, 
obaenring  one  man  more  forward  than  the  rest  in 
exciting  his  companions  to  riotous  acts,  rushed  out  of 
the  hall-door,  and  seiiing  this  ringleader  by  the  collar 
in  the  midst  of  the  crowd,  dragged  him  into  the  house, 
and  secured  him  in  safe  custody ;  this  spirited  conduct 
had  the  effect  to  intimidate  the  rest  of  the  mob,  so  as 
to  pievait  iheai  proceeding  to  any  further  act  of  riot 
at  that  period ;  several  windows  were  indeed  broken,  but 
no  particnilar  damage  eiuued.  At  another  time  not  far 
distsnt,  the  town  was  threatened  with  distnrbance  on 
account  of  the  presence  of  an  itinerant  orator  and  noted 
demagt^e  of  that  day,  who  attempted  to  dissuninate 
bis  licentions  principles,  by  his  harangues  amongst  the 
inhabitants,  spending  a  few  days  at  the  castle,  and  being 
conducted  fhsn  thence  to  the  houses  of  his  friends  and 


*  The  Ute  Richud  Kicphcid,  itq.  one  of  hii  majea^'i  dapnty-Untoouti, 
wImh  midiDM  iru  oppotiu  to  the  uw  town  ImIL 
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paiiiiaiiB  by  dram  and  fife;  but  the  town's  people  in 
gfSDeral  gave  htm  very  little  encaur&gement,  bo  that  at 
length  he' was  compelled  to  Threat. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  obserre  that  upon  all 
public  oceasionB,  the  principal  inhabitants,  as  well  as 
those  who  occupy  subordinate  situatJons,  hare  shewn 
themselvea,  on  any  emergency,  not  only  loyal  to  their 
king,  bat  truly  attached  to  their  country,  by  a  general 
dispontion  towards  good  order  and  regularity^  a  proper 
example  is  set  by  the  magistrscy  and  principal  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  people  seem  to  know  their  jast  ^tion, 
and  while  they  support  an  independent  spirit,  the  same 
is  BO  tempered  with  a  becoming  subnuBsion  to  those  who 
bear  rule,  as  to  produce  the  most  hsppy  results  to  the 
common  welfare  of  the  place.  A  wayward  spirit  at  the 
time  of  the  annual  election  ,of  capital  bu^esses  may 
sometimes  have  withdrawn  the  people  from  the  exercise 
of  a  sound  judgment,  yet,  in  a  few  months  they  have 
generally  returned  to  a  just  sense  of  the  value  of  those 
services,  which,  on  reflecticHi>  they  have  found  to  have 
been  meritoriously  exerted  in  their  behalf;  and  their 
geneml  feeling,  unswayed  by  political  accidental  changes, 
has  then  been  exercised  in  rewarding  by  their  public 
Sllfirages,  the  exertions  of  those  gentlemen  who  have 
onployed  thw  talents  in  behalf  of  the  town.  In 
taking  a  period  of  forty  years,  it  may  be  qaid  that  such 
will  be  allowed  to  be  the  general  complexion  and  temper 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town ;  fresh  arrivals  and  the 
introduction  of  strangers  at  some  periods  may  affect  and 
change  th^  sentiments  for  a  time,  but  the  good  sense 
of  the  elder  and  longer  established  residents  oltiouUely 
prevails,  so  as  to  snbdue  the  tempers  of  the  new  cMners 
to  the  common  good  feeUi^  of  the  place.   Having  become 
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a  tows  of  enterprise,  the  atteotioD  of  Btrangers  is  excited 
towards  it ;  tbua  a  contiaual  succession  of  inhabitaats 
IB  taking  place,  who  bring  witJi  them  new  Bentiments 
and  new  meaBures,  such  as  are  not  always  accordant  to 
the  opinion^  of  those  longer  acquainted  with  the  town. 
But  if  the  judgment  of  the  latter  continua  to  prevail 
OTer  the  innovations  of  the  fcwmer,  the  best  interests  of 
the  place  will  be  then,  as  heretofore,  most  likely  to 
prevail. 

Vobtnteer  Corps  and  Local  Militia. 

1797  The  revolutionary  licentiousness,  which  had  taken 
poaseasioa  of  France  in  the  room  of  a  real  and  substantial 
liberty,  was  now  at  its  full  height ;  an  uncommon  agi- 
tation prevailed  throughout  the  kingdom,  in  consequence 
of  the  fear  of  disaffection  at  home,  and  every  Briton 
was  now  called  upon  to  exert  himself  in  the  cause 
of  hift  country  agunst  both  foreign  and  domestic  foes. 
The  inhabitants  of  Wisbech  supported  their  usual  cha- 
racter of  loyalty,  by  making  an  ofier  to  government  to 
train  a  corps  of  volunteer  infantry,  which  being  ac- 
cepted, a  company  forthwith  was  raised,  consisting  of 
sixty  men,  of  which  Mr.  Rayner  was  appointed  captain, 
Mr.  Hardwicke,  lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Fawssett,  junior, 
enaign.  This  spirited  corps  (chiefly  pnncipal  tradesmen) 
continued  embodied  until  the  peace  or  truce  of  1801. 
From  the  restless  spirit  of  the  French  government,  and 
from  the  unbridled  ambition  of  Buonaparte,  the  then 
first  consul  and  ruler  of  France,  Britain  was  again  called 
upon  to  defend  her  honour,  for  in  the  space  of  twelve 
months,  hostilities  recommenced,  when  Buonaparte, 
avowing  serious  intentions  to  invade  thia  kingdom,  a  pew 
volunteer  corps  of  infantry  was  raised,  to  consist  of  three 
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handled  men,  with  an  offer  to  march  to  any  part  of 
Great  Britain,  in  case  of  actual  invasion-  To  this 
corps,  the  Thwn^  and  Whittlesea  volunteer  oonpanies 
were  united,  and  Mr.  B^yaer  was  aj^inted  lieutenant- 
colonel  commandant,  and  Mr.  Edes,  majcM*. 

In  1807,  colonel  Rayner  and  majw  Edee  reeigned 
Ukeir  commisBioQB,  when  the  earl  of  Hardwicke  was 
(deaaed  to  appoint  the  cpnytiler  of  this  histwy  to  be  the 
lieutMitot-ooload  commaiulant  of  the  new  r^^ent. 
An  additimal  light  infantry  oompany  was  fbnned  at 
Wisbech,  and  with  the  reinforcooeDt  from  Thomey  and 
Whittlesea,  the  battalion  oonoiited  of  six  hundred  fbbIc 
and  file,  and  wps  denominated  "  Tlie  Third  C^unbridge 
"  Raiment  of  Volnnteer  Infantry."*  In  1808,  an  act 
•  passed  iot  enaUing  his  majeety  to  e«tabhsh  a  pemiaiMot 
"  local  militia"  force,  under  eectaiu  restrictieBs,  tat  the 
defence  of  the  realm.  By  this  act,  oeips  of  vcdnnteers 
were  allowed  to  tranter  tfaenuwlvca,  with  the  sppioba- 
tion  of  his  majesty,  into  suoh  local  militia.    The  officers 


*  Am  %  pioof  of  tlui  istiBitiDii  in  which  the  MTricM  of  the  Totmiteen 
wen  held  b;  the  country,  we  beg  to  tniucnbe  the  reioliitiini  of  the  borne 
of  eommona,  pewed nem.  eoa.:  "  Reatrfred,  that  Ae  thnki of  thk hMua 
"  b*  pvna  to  Iha  wnni  Tobnteei  aad  jr^mrj  ccnpi  of  tie  Vahed 
■■  *""|*— ■,  ka  dw  prtaytitDtU  end  afl  with  which,  at  a  oida  the  Boat 
"  momentoaa  to  thUaHiDti;,  the;  have  uwiciaied  fill  ite  defence.  Oidered, 
"  thatatetninbepnpand.vidbeUidbetinethehaaiein  the  next  leaaioa 
"  of  padiMM&c  of  an  ths  Tohmteer  aad  yMaaarj  coipf,  wbMe  lenicaa 
"  ahj  taw  baan  accepted  hj  Mi  M»j«a^.  ilaaniMaf  each  c»y }  k  otdai 
"Ihattacll  ntum  aia j  be  ealamd  m  tba  jamMlaof  tUahooae,  ndthe 
"  patriotic  exMiple  of  aoch  nbatuj  exertioni  tnitiBitted  to  poatsritjp. 
"  Oidend,  that  Hr.  Speaker  do  aignify  ^  >aid  reatdotioa  and  mder,  by 
"  latttt,  to  blimaj«*t]r'a  UeDteout  of  each  conntr,  ridkg,  and  place  in  Orcat 
"  Briiaia,  aad  ts  tfa  auaUncr  A*  latd^Mrtaaaat  of  Inland." 
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were  required  to  bare  the  same  qoalificatioiu  aa  the 
r^alar  militia,  and  the  r^imeDts  were  to  be  called  oat 
yearijr,  to  be  trained  and  exercised  for  twenty-eight  day», 
during  which  time  they  were  to  be  subject  to  the  matiny 
act,  and  in  every  respect  to  be  onder  the  same  regulati(m 
as  other  military  forces.  A  botmty  of  two  guineas  was 
^ven  to  each  volunteer  who  traUBferred  his  services. 
Under  this  act,  most  of  the  Tolunteen  in  this  district^ 
offleere  as  well  as  men,  agreed  to  transfer  their  services 
into  tibe  local  militia,  when  the  right  htmonrable  the  earl 
of  Haidwicke,  the  lord^ieutenant,  formed  one  regiment 
for  the  isle  of  Ely,  consisting  of  1200  men,  and  one  for 
the  county ;  the  isle  of  Ely  regimoLt  was  divided  into 
two  battaUons,  of  which  the  earl  Delawarr  was  appointed 
lieutenant-colonel  commandant,  and  the  colonel  comman- 
dant of  the  late  third  Cambridge  regiment  of  volunteers, 
Ueutenantrcolooel.  Is  the  year  1813,  his  majesty 
conndeiing  it  important  that  the  moat  effectoal  measures 
should  be  adopted  (or  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  an  act  was  passed 
for  enabling  his  majesty  to  accept  the  services  of  the 
local  militia  out  of  their  counties ;  in  pursuance  of  whidi 
act,  the  battalion  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Watson  was  assembled  at  Wisbech,  when  he  and 
a  considerable  proporticm  of  the  officers  and  men  volun- 
tarily offered  to  extend  their  services  to  any  part  of 
Great-  Britain  in  which  his  majest^might  think  proper 
to  employ  them.  However,  Buonaparte's  mad  expedition 
into  Russia  having  brought  about  those  reverses  which 
ended  in  a  general  peace  in  the  year  1814,  the  local 
miliua  were  not  called  upon  to  fiilfil  their  o&br.  Since 
that  event,  the  corps  has  never  been  assembled,  but 
the  officers  still  retain  their  respective  commiMJons. 
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1798  A  meeting  was  held  ia  Wisbech  for  C4»isidering  the 
expediency  of  making  volantary  contiibntions  for  aiding 
goveniment  in  prosecvting  the  war  with  vigour,  and  a 
subacription  was  forthwith  entered  into,  and  the  amount 
trenemitted  to  gorcroment. 

1807  It  was  this  year  propoaed  that  a  turnpike  road  should 
be  f(»med  frooi  the  town  of  lliomey,  to  lead  through 
Peakirke  or  Black  Drove,  to  Wisbech  Gnyhim,  and  by 
erecting  a  bridge  orar  the  spot  where  the  feny  now 
pliee,*  commnmcate  fnwa  tiienoe  to  the  south  or  opposite 
side  of  the  river  with  the  Wisbech  turnpike  road  to 
London.  A  bridge  was  proposed  to  be  made  with 
aufficieat  water-^ay  and  o[  auch  dimensious,  as  not  to 
impede  the  passage  of  the  floods  or  ice  down  the 
Wisbech  river.  Hie  meamre,  faowevo',  created  con- 
wderable  alarm,  and  appiehenuona  were  entertained  l^ 
the  proprietors  in  the  middle  uid  south  levels,  that  such 
a  Ividge  would  in  6oods  raise  the  water  much  higbw 
than  it  ever  had  risen  before,  and  greatly  mdanger 
the  adjoining  lands,  partkulariy  in  cases  of  dams  formed 
by  the  ice  in  the  breaking  «p  of  a  frost.  As  the  term 
of  ice  dams  may  be  said  in  some  measure  to  be  pe- 
culiar to  this  part  of  the  country,  a  description  thereof 
may  not  be  unacceptable.  After  a  fiost  of  long  conti- 
nuance, and  when-  the  thaw  takes  fdace,  and  the  ice 
b^ms  to  break  up,  parricolariy  in  the  Wash  between 
Gujfiina  and  PetaibMough,  vdiere  the  banks  are  nearly 
half  a  mile  aaunder  on  the  aver^[e,  and  more  than 

'  Ths  fairy  >t  Gnjiuitt  btloimi  to  the  btd  hUbop  of  D;,  wbieb  ti  m 
fntmt  laiwd  to  J^a  Mirihill,  <*q.  wh»  (mwMm  ■  ctm.vtmtm.t  farry-boat, 
wd  b  aalilUd  to  tsk*  cettMs  toll*.  TUi  Um  at  imd  mi  not  tfjattni  oi 
by  tbo  <«i-Mf>«  of  Wiikocli,  iMMncli  u  by  omtiai  with  th«  hmioa 
tonpika  mad  tra  hDm  bajnd  t)w  town,  it  wm  Ukdy  to  iaiw  cm- 


i  by  Google 


396  HISTORY    OF 

A.V. 

twelre  miles  id  length  from  Peterborough  bridgo,  s«ch 
ice  praeeeds  downwards,  first  in  coliunna  of  nearly  aa 
acre  in  dimeosioiu,  and  from  five  to  nine  or  tea  inches 
ttuckf  '<i'»i"'Bifi»'g  t*  it  puses,  accotdiiw  as  it  happens 
to  be  acted  tipon  by  the  frictitm  of  its  own  bodies,  or 
by  the  force  of  the  impelling  current,  and  fbmu  itself  at 
length  wedgewise  against  obstructions,  aad  in  tier  above 
tier,  nearly  in  a  Tertical  pgsitioa,  and  not  hontcntally 
on  the  snrtaee  of  the  stteam ;  so  that  it  is  almost  morally 
impeasible  for  any .  roeciianical  force  to  dislodge  with 
timely  ^cot  the  immenM  weight  and  stMngth  of  ice  bo 
accumulated.*  Under  all  circumstances,  however,  it 
was  thoaght  premier  to  witfadiaw  the  [dan  of  eiacting  a 
twidge  over  the  river  at  Guyhim,  and  in  a  bw  ycara 
afterwards,  another  for  making  a  turnpike  road  fimu 
Thomey  to  Wisbech  waa  fevivad,  by  continuing  the  line 
direct  6om  theooe  to  Wiabeoh  bridge. 
1809  Wisbech  has  at  aU  tines  been  distinguwhed  for  loyalty 
and  attaehmmt  to  Un  sovereign.  la  the  grand  and 
joyous  festivals  to  ceM>rals  our  Ut«  revered  BoaaTch's 
(Oeorge  III.)  compMoa  OT  a  reign  of  half  a  century, 
Over  a  peopU  who  lored  and  adored  him,  Wisbech  bore 
an  honouiable  and  distingtushed  part.  The  following  is 
B  description  of  the  manner  in  iriiich  t^  event  was 
eetel»sted.iA  thtstown:  This  jnbilee  took  pla«e  en  the 
Sah  Oetober,  .and  the  dawning  of  (um  of  the  finest 
days  t&at  ever  ^ifnared  in  tbtit  aumth  was  aahered  in 
by  the  ringing  of  beUs^  and  "  the  day  was  cdekrated 
"with  loyalty  and  beneficence.  The  officers  of  the 
"Wisbech  battalion  of  local  militia,  attended  by  their 
"  band  and  ataff  on  penuDsnt  pay,  fomed  part  ct  » 


•  The  htt  i»p»t»t  if  itm  et  Ihi*  —taw  wm  tiimtl  ia  >ha  rfwr  ^t 

WiibM:li,  OD  tha  braikui  up  of  the  fr«M  ia  tiM  fMis  lU^l^ 
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"  large  coogr^ation  at  church,  where  an  appropriate 
"  discourae  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jobaon,  from 
"  Psalm  Ixxviii.  v.  72. ;  inunediataly  after  which,  a 
"  coUectioo  was  atade  at  the  church  doors,  for  the 
*'  purpose  of  enabling  the  widows,  orphans,  and  afflicted 
"  poor  of  the  parish,  to  participate  in  the  general  joy. 
"  Three  excellent  volleys  were  &red  by  the  non-com- 
"  missioned  officers  of  the  local  militia.  In  the  afternoon 
"  the  colonel,  with  hia  brother  officers,  and  the  gentlemen 
"  of  the  town,  assembled  at  the  White  Hart  inn,  to 
"  drink  the  long  continuance  of  life  and  glory  to  our 
"  beloved  sovereign,  when  several  loyal  and  patriotic 
"  toasts  were  given,  and  the  day  was, spent  with  honour- 
"  able  exultation  and  mtional  festivity.  The  evening 
"  concluded  with  a  ball,  which  was  graced  by  all  the 
"  beauty  and  re^teotabihty  in  the  town  and  neighbooi' 
"  hood.  Ao  iatereetiiig  spectacle  was  presented  on  the 
*'  colonel's  lawn,  in  the  pleasing  appearance  of  all  the 
"  boys  and  girls  of  the  charity  schools,  who  were  regaled 
"  1^  his  lady  with  cake  and  wiae,  and  being  united 
"  with  the  choir  belonging  to  the  church,  joined  in  an 
**  anthem  of  praise  to  Divine  Providence,  for  vouchsafing 
"  to  continue  to  us  a  life  so  greatly  dear  as  that  of  our 
"  revered  monarch,  concluding  with  God  save  the  King. 
"  Nw  were  the  poor  men,  women,  and  children  in  the 
.  "  workiionse  forgotten,  for  their  hearts  wen  cheered  on 
'*  this  happy  occasion."* 
1814  A  genoal  peace  took  place  this  year,  and  the  same 
was  celebrated  at  Wisbech  by  a  grand  festival  to  the 

*  Al*r^,  the  wiAof  keiftainm  tka  ury,  colbcted  udpabUdMd  in 
MM  Toluma  4la  an  uconnt  of  tlis  celebntion  of  thU  featiTml  in  iJia  piin- 
dlNl  towM  of  tha  klngdoB,  ind  appropriated  ths  pnfiU  lo  "  tha  loeiatj 
-llrAai«Hrf«(priMHnc<«f>edfefHHJId«bli:"  Ihni  tUaooUectioa 
tba  woQot  «l  tiM  Wnbach  iNthal  ii « 
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poor,  who  dined  at  public  tabid  prepared  in  the  market 
place ;  it  was  not  <xij  gntifying  to  the  thousanda  who 
partook,  but  to  those  who  were  spectators  of  it.  Roast 
beef,  plum  pudding-,  and  a  bberal  quanti^  of  strong 
beer,  were  profided  by  the  infaalntants  of  the  town. 
Kothing  coqM  exceed  the  wpiiit  and  honnony  with 
which  the  fntiral  in  honour  of  the  gh>rioiui  peace  was 
eondncted.  Appropriate  toasts  were  given  at  the  sound 
of  the  bngte,  and  at  four  o'dock  all  retired  to  ei^oy 
the  rofltic  sports.  The  plan  of  the  arrangementa  on 
that  day,  though  on  a  leaa  erteoBiTe  scale,  was  parsued 
on  another  important  era^  vix.  &6  ^pronation  of  his 
majesty  Qeor^  IV. ;  we  shril,  tfaerrfore,  reserve  the 
minatin  of  the  detail  until  we  record  that  event. 
iS16  Many  years  having  elapssd  nnee  any  regular  valuation 
had  been  made  of  the  general  property  in  hooses  and 
lands  within  the  parish  of  Wisbech,  eniain  intelligent 
persons  were  appointed  to  view,  and  report,  according 
to  their  judgment,  on  the  value  of  such  property,  when 
the  actual  rental  thereof  was  raised  &om  £  12,000.  to 
nearly  £20,000.,  whereon  the  parish  assessment  wa» 
and  has  been  ever  unce  charged^ 

Riot$  at  Lklkport  and  Ely. 

—  ■■  By  the  tranmtton  from  war  to  peace,  a  number  of 
persons  were  thrown  on  the  country  without  employment ; 
wwrk  became  scarce,  and  wages  low.  The  manafacturei« 
also  were  much  depressed,  so  that  many  discontents 
broke  ont,  not  mly  in  the  manu&ctniing  districta,  bat 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  At  Wisbech,  a  riot 
was  openly  threatened,  which  was  only  prevented  by  the 
activity  of  the  magistrates,  and  the  (Nmnpt  appearance 
of  the  three  troops  of  yeomanry  cavalry  of  Upwell, 
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.  Wbittieeea,  utd  March,  added  to  the  oi^aDized  a 
of  between  two  and  three  hnndred  of  the  respectable  and 
well  disposed  inhalntants,  who  volunteered  their  serrices 
to  be  flwom  ss  special  constables  to  act  on  an  emergency. 
These  meaeurea  bo  effectually  paralysed  all  the  intentions 
of  the  evil-minded  and  thar  unissaries,  that  no  public 
distnibance  took  place,  though  a  considerable  number  of 
bad  characters,  as  well  of  the  neighboarbood  as  from  a 
distance,  strayed  into  the  town  on  the  market-day,  mixing 
with  the  populace  in  the  streets  and  market,  with  every 
intention  of  exciting  them  to  riot. 

At  Littleport  the  disorder  broke  out  into  actual  riot, 
for  in  the  night  of  the  22d  May  1816,  a  desperate  mob 
of  men  assembled  there,  and  attacked  the  house  of  the 

',  Rev.  Mr,  Vachell,  the  rector,  and  also  a  magistiate ;  he 
for  some  time  resisted  their  endeavours  at  his  door,  armed 
with  a  pistol,  bnt  was  overpowered  by  three  men  rushii^ 
suddenly  upon  and  dieaiming  him.  Hie  wife  and 
daughters  were  constrained  to  make  their  escape,  running 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  way  to  Ely.  TUe  rioters  then 
broke  all  the  windows,  and  nearly  demolished  every  thing 
in  the  bonse,  burning  all  Mr.  Vachell's  valuable  papers 
and  writings,  and  stamfnog  his  plate  under  their  feet ; 
they  then  proceeded  to  different  shops  in  tiie  town,  and 
to  the  publicans'  cellars,  &c.  helpog  themselves  to 
money  and  liquors,  witbont  any  one  daring  to  oppose 
them.  Elated  with  their  present  auccess,  they  then  got 
a  w^i^gon  and  team  of  horses,  and  proceeded  to  Ely, 
taking  with  Uiem  every  gnn  and  other  deadly  weapon 

.  they  could  find.  On  their  arrival  at  that  ci^,  they  were 
joined  by  some  of  its  refractory  inhabitants,  and  ^^ 
manded  contribations  from  the  houses  and  shops,  besides 
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extorting  money  from  severel  persons,  which  was  nna- 
Toidably  assented  to,  and  there  vas  now  every  ap- 
pearance of  the  most  serious  consequences ;  eren  threats 
were  thrown  out  of  setting  fire  to  the  noble  cathedral. 
The  Littleport  banditti,  however,  separBted  thonseWes, 
and  returned  to  their  own  town,  after  liberating  two  of 
their  confederates  from  prison,  where  th^  had  been 
committed  by  the  Ely  magistrates.  At  length  the  riots 
were  terminated,  by  the  very  spirited  and  active  exertions 
of  Sir  Henry  Bate  Dadley,  baronet,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Law, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  then  acting  magistratea, 
aided  by  a  veiy  respectable  number  of  the  gentlemen 
and  inhaUtants  of  Ely,  and  the  Royeton  troop  (^  vohiu- 
teer  eavaby,  who,  with  a  small  detachment  of  the  first 
royal  dragoons  sent  from  Bvry,  proceeded  in  a  body  to 
Littleport ;  a  severe  stru^le  now  ensued  between 
them  and  the  rioters,  who  had  Mended  themselves  in 
different  houses,  armed  with  guns,  with  which  they  fired 
many  shots  at  the  military  and  civil  power;  one  (^  the 
aoldien  was  severely  wounded,  whereupon  the  military 
received  orders  "  to  fire,"  and  the  man  who  bad 
wounded  the  soldier  was  instantly  shot  dead,  and  another 
Ml,  When  this  took  place,  the  rioters  were  comi^etely 
disconcerted,  and  fled  in  every  directitHi,  but  by  the 
activity  of  the  military  and  civil  power,  no  leae  than 
aerenty-fhree  of  them  were  immediatdy  token  prisoners. 
Among  fhem  were  several  persons  of  some  (BOperty  and 
apparent  respeetebility  in  life.  Fifty  guns  and  nine  or 
ten  long  fowling  pieces  wcTC  taken  trom  the  rioters. 
Special  assises  were  appointed  to  be  held  at  Ely  in  the 
beginning  of  June  following,  when  Mr.  Justice  Abbott 
and  Mr.  Justice  Burrough  were  associated  with  Edward 
Christian,  esq.  the  chief  justice  of  the  isle  in  the  com- 
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mianon,  more  than  sereoty  priKHten  bavutg  been  com- 
mitted for  trial.  The  auizes  laBted  from  the  Monday 
until  the  Ibllowing  Satuiday,  when 

34  were  condenujed,  of  whom  five  were  left  for  eze- 
cation  and  the  sentence  of  the  others  mitigated. 
6  acquitted. 

10  were  dischaif;ed  by  prodamation. 
36  wen  allowed  to  be  set  at  liberty  on  producing  bail 
for  Uieir  good  behanotir. 

76  TotaL 

AfW  thia  the  district  was  restored  to  perfect  tranquillity. 

1817  The  whole  kingdom  was  inTolred  in  one  genoal  scene 
of  sorrow,  by  the  death  of  Ae  princess  Charlotte  of 
Wales,  the  presumptiTO  heir  to  the  txawn  of  these  realms, 
and  of  hex  royal  infent,  on  the  6th  November.  One 
ctnunon  sentimest  (^  regret  occH{Med  the  minds  of  all, 
on  bearing  the  distvesi^ng  intelligence,  as  though  each 
had  been  told  of  the.  death  of  one  of  his  own  family. 
Thus  two  generations  of  the  royal  bouse  of  {^woswick 
wen  at  once  shrouded  in  the  tomb,  and  the  aoccession 
left  contracted  and  indistinct.  On  the  day  of  the  in- 
tennent  of  her  royal  highness  and  the  iniant,  (19lli 
Norember)  diviiM  service  waa  perfbnned  is  the  church  of 
Wisbech,  and  a  sennon  preached  on  the  oecuion  by  the 
Ber.  William  Haidwicke,  the  lectorer.  The  pulpit  and 
reading  desk  w<ere  hui^  with  black  cloth,  which  oontinaed 
for  tiirse  months,  and  the  shops  in  the  town  were  all 
closed  for  the  day.  A  general  monrning  was  ordered 
for  six  wedce. 
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1818  iDNoTaiiberoftbefoUowiiigyear,  diedqaflmChiriotte^ 
the  augut  cooaort  of  hia  majesty  Q«o(ge  III.  The 
bunt  of  natioiul  feelii^  and  T«neratioD,  whidi  waa 
manifeated  by  all  at  tbe  death  of  "  our  beloved  princesa,*' 
did  not  in  that  degree  display  itadf  <hi  this  occasion. 
The  funeral  of  her  late  majesty  took  place  at  Windsor 
on  the  2d  December  fidlowing.  The  shops  in  Wisbecb 
were  partially  shut ;  there  was  no  setOKKi  at  the  church  ; 
the  pulpit  and  reading  desk  wen  hni^  with  black  cloth, 
which  continned  six  SnodsyB.  Oeneral  mourning  was 
ordered  for  six  weeks. 

1820  Our  aged  and  excellent  sovereign  Geo^  III.  expired 
at  Windsor  castle,  at  thirty-fiTC  minntea  past  eight  o'clock 
m  Saturday  erening,  29tfa  January :  he  was  in  the 
sixtieth  year  of  his  reign,  which  had  extended  to  the 
ODprecedented  length  of  fifty-oine  years,  three  months^ 
and  nine  daya.  His  majesty  Geo^  IV.  was  immediately 
proclaimed.  His  late  majesty's  funeral  took  pbce  on 
the  16th  Felnruaiy,  and  was  obserred  here  with  every 
mark  of  becwuing  solemnity.  The  shops  of  tradesmen 
were  all  shot.  Service,  with  a  sermon,  was  performed 
at  the  cbnrch,  and  the  pul[Ht  and  readii^  dedk  covered 
with  black  cloth. 


Proclamation  of  George  IV. 

On  Wednesday  the  9th  Februaiy,  the  aecaasion  of 
bis  majesty  Ge«ge  IV.  was  publicly  proclaimed  at 
Wisbech.  .  The  day  was  ushered  in  with  ringing  cS  bells. 
At  one  o'clock  the  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood met  at  the  sessions-house,  and  from  thence 
proceeded  on  the  South  Brink  to  receive  the  deputy 
sheriff,  in  the  following  order  of  procession: 
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Two  Tnimpetera  on  Horseback. 

Chief  Constable  on  Horseback,  supported  by 

Petty  CoDstables  on  Foot. 

The  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Local  Militia,  in  Unifomi, 

on  Horseback. 

Officers  of  his  Regiment  on  Foot,  with 

Standards  flying. 

Military  Band. 

Sherifis'  Officers  and  Corporation  Beadles  on  Foot. 

Vicar  of  Wisbech,  and  Clergymm  of  the  Town  and 

Neigfaboorhood  in  order  on  Foot,  in  their  Robes. 
The  Magistrates  and  Deputy  Lieutenants  of  the  Town 
and  Neighbourhood. 
The  Capital  Burgesses  of  the  Corporation. 
Officers  of  the  Navy  resident  in  the  Town  and  Neigh- 
bourhood on  Horseback. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Town  and  Neighbourhood  on  Horseback. 
Constables  on  Foot  to  line  the  whole. 

The  procession  first  stopped  at  the  sessionfr-house, 
where  wine  and  cakes  were  distributed.  The  procla- 
maUon  was  then  read  by  the  deputy  sheriff  in  court,  and 
afterwards,  from  the  steps  of  the  building,  to  the  as- 
sembled populace.  The  procession  next  moved  forward 
to  the  market-place,  where  the  proclamation  was  again 
read,  and  after  the  cheering  of  tbemnltiCude  had  ceased, 
"  Ood  save  the  King"  was  sung  by  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  children  of  the  national  school;  the  procession 
them  moved  to  the  town-hall,  the  old  market,  the  north 
brink,  and  returned  to  the  Rose  and  Crown  inn,  where 
proclamation  was  made  for  the  last  time,  when  this  part 
of  the  interesting  ceremony  concluded.  The  novelty 
of  the  occawon,  and  the  fineness  of  the  weather,  at- 
tracted an  immense  number  of  spectators,  and  it  was 
2c 
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calculated  there  coald  not  be  leas  thiw  14,000.  The 
enjoymeat  ot  the  day  was  heightened  by  the  poor 
being  made  partaken  of  its  festiritiea.  Hot  dinners 
were  given  to  the  inmates  of  Hie  workboose,  to  the 
children  of  the  charity  schools,  and  the  prisoners  in  the 
gaol;  and  donaticniB  of  upwards  of  seven  hundred  bushels 
of  coals,  and  twelve  hundred  loaves  of  bread,  provided 
by  a  public  subscription  of  the  inhabitants,  weve  dis- 
tributed among  the  poor  fiimilies  of  the  town.  Several 
barrels  of  ale  were  also  given  lo  the  populace.  At  half 
past  four  upwards  of  fifty  gentlemen  sat  down  to  an 
excellent  dinoer;  Robert  Hardwicke  esq.  town-bailifi',  was 
in  the  chair,  sapported  by  lieutenant-colonel  Watson  as 
his  vice-president,  and  William  Rayner  and  H.  J.  IfichoIIs 
esqra.  as  aide-presidents.  The  evening  was  passed  with 
the  greatest  conviviality,  and  the  company  separated, 
highly  gratified  with  the  transactions  of  a  day  so 
appropriate  to  the  digni^  and  unpwtance  of  the  event, 
and  with  the  order  and  decorum  which  so  niuvenally 
prevailed. 

Coronation  of  George  IV. 

1821  On  the  day  of  tlie  conntalJm  of  ium  jneseat  miyes^, 
Oeo^  IV.  which,  was  appointed  fot  the  ISth  of  July,  a 
general  dia positioD  {wevailed  amongst  the  inhabitants  to 
eiqwess  their  iieelitig  of  loyalty.  It  was  determined  to 
provide  a  public  dinner  in  the  market  place  for  such 
inhabitants  as  might  think  prop«  to  partake  thereof, 
the  details  of  which  it  is  hoped^  will  not  be  considered 
too  tedious.  A  subscription  was  entered  into  by  the 
gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  town,  to  ^vide  bread,  beef, 
mutton,  plum  pudjliuga,  beer,  Sic.  togetfasr  with  a.  band 
of  music;  also  field  sports  to  be  exhtbit«l.     Stewards 
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and  presidents  were  accordingly  appointed.  An  Hppoi> 
tionment  of  meat  was  provided  at  the  rate  of  three 
quartets  of  a  pound,  and  half  a  pound  of  pudding,  for 
each  person ;  i^id  one  ox,  two  heifers,  and  fourteen  sheep 
were  purchased;  about  4400  penny  loaves  and  thirty-one 
barrels  of  beer  were  provided.  A  band  was  formed, 
consisting  of  twenty-giz  musicians,  who  had  an  early 
dinner  and  a  pint  of  ale  provided  for  each.  The  fol- 
lowing regulations  were  printed. 

Wiibeck  St.  Peter's.— lUgulathn*  for  the  Festival  on 
Tkvrsday  the  Wth  Day  of  July  1831,  in  cekbration 
of  the  Coronatiim  of  His  Mast  Excellent  Majesty 
King  George  the  Fourth. 

The  church  bells  will  ring  at  seven  and  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  ntoming.  At  half-past  twelve  o'clock  the  bells 
will  again  ring,  at  which  time  precisely  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  are  to  assemble  at  the  places  specified  in 
their  respective  ticket*,  viz. 

Ist  Oivbion,  For  the  Majket-Place,  Church  Lane,  Ship 

Lane  and  the  adjoining  aUeya — Ship  Lane. 
2d  ditto.  For  the  Horae  Fair — Hone  Fair. 
3d  ditto,  For  the  South  Brink  and  Deadman'a  Lane — 

YorluRmo. 
4th  ditto,  For  the  North  Brink  and  the  Old' Market— 

Fadmg  the  Vine. 
6th  ditto.  For  the  Trafalgar  Kow  and  the  Lynn  Road— 

Sluice  Bridge. 
6th  ditto,  For  the  south  end  of  Timber  Market  and  Elm 

Street  beyond  the    Ferry    Boat — Hill  facing   the 

Ferry  Boat. 
7tb  ditto.  For  the  nvlh  part  of  ditto  between  the  Church- 
yard and  Ferry  Boat — Opening  facing  the  Wheat  Sheaf. 
2c2 
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They  will  th«e  find  ready  to  receive  them,  the  pre- 
Bidents  and  vice-presideata  of  their  reepective  tables, 
who  will  head  their  own  companies,  and  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible  proceed  to  the  Market-place.  The 
president  of  the  first  table  of  each  division  will  proceed 
first,  the  next  table  in  rotation  after  him,  and  so  on 
until  all  are  occupied.  There  will  be  at  the  head  of 
every  table  a  pole,  with  a  label  upoa  it,  corresponding 
with  the  ticket  of  the  division,  and  the  number  of  the 
table  upon  it.  Each  president  will  conduct  his  company 
to  the  proper  table,  where  the  carvov  will  be  seated, 
and  the  company  irill  take  their  seats  in  the  iotennediate 
spaces.  The  carvers  are  requested  to  be  in  their  res- 
pective places  by  one  o'clock  precisely. 

It  is  presumed  that,  by  attention  to  wder,  all  may 
be  seated  by  a  quarter  past  one  o'clock,  at  which  time 
a  trumpet  will  be  sonnded,  when  all  the  carvers  will 
rise,  and,  with  the  assistants  appointed  by  the  presidents 
and  vice-presidents,  will  proceed  to  the  places  mentioned 
in  their  tickets,  and  each  bring  one  ^ish  of  pudding 
and.meattohis  own  place.  This  being  effected,  a  second 
trumpet  will  be  sounded.  Grace  will  then  be  said  by 
the  president  of  each  table,  and  dinner  begin  directly. 
Dinner  being  over,  the  bugle  will  be  sounded,  when 
Grace  after  Meat  will  be  said.  The  carvers  will  then 
rise,  and,  with  the  assistants,  each  carry  two  dishes  from 
their  table  to  the  depots  appointed,  as  follows : 

let  division,  tables  1,  2,  3,  4, <y 

2d  ditto,  tables  5,  6,  7,  8,     i 

3d  ditto,  tables  9,  10, >  To  the  Nnc  Inn. 

4th  ditto,  tables  11,   12,  13,  14,  15,k 
16,  17,  18, ,J 
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5th  diviuon,  tables  19, 20,  31, ^ 

6th  ditto,  tables  22,  23,  24,  25, f  To  No.  8,  Market 

7th  ditto,  tables  26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  f  Street. 

31,  32,    3 

The  carren  and  assistants  will  return  immediately, 
and  the  toasts  will  then  be  given  in  the  following  order, 
by  signal  of  tnunpet. 

1.  His  Majesty  George  the  Fourth,  with  four  times  four. 
Band — "  God  save  the  King." 

2.  The  Duke  of  YoA  and  the  Royal  Family,  with  three 
times  three.     Band — "  Duke  of  York's  March." 

3.  Hie  Arpiy  and  Navy,  with  three  times  three.     Band — ■ 
'*  BiitoDS  strike  Home." 

4.  Prosperity  to  the  Town  and  Trade  of  Wisbech,  with 
three  times  three.     Band — "  Wisbech  Troop." 

5.  Duke  of  Wellington,  with  three  times  three.     Band — 
"  See  the  Conquering  Hero  comes." 

6.  Old  England  for  ever,  with  three  times  three.   Band — ' 
*'  Rule  Britannia." 

An  interval  of  ten  minutes  will  elapse  between  the 
toasts,  which  will  be  announced,  on  signal  of  trumpet, 
by  the  president  and  vice-president  of  every  table.  Having 
drunk  the  toast,  all  will  rise,  and  on  the  second  signal  of 
trumpet,  the  whole  company  will  cheer  together. 

AAer  the  toasts  are  all  drunk,  two  signals  will  then 
be  sounded  in  succession,  when  all  the  women  and 
children  will  i^ire. 

Upon  a  grand  flourish  of  trumpets,  the  band  playing 
"  Ood  save  the  King,"  the  company  will  then  move  in 
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procession  to  the  field  appointed  for  the  nutic  sports, 
under  the  direction  of  the  (iresidents.  It  is  requested 
that  no  person  will  rise  from  table  during  dinner,  as 
beer  will  be  suppUed. 

No  guuB  or  piBtoLi  to  be  fired,  nor  will  any  squibs, 
serpents,  or  crackers  be  allowed  to  be  let  off  cm  any 
account  or  pretence  whatsoever,  in  the  Market-pfauw  or 
streets  of  the  town  during  any  part  of  the  evening. 


STEWARDS. 

The  Town-Bailiff. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Jobson.  John  £de8,  Ksq. 

Robert  Hardwicke,  Esq. 
William  Rayner,  Esq. 
John  Marshall,  Esq. 
Lieut.  Col.  Watson. 


Henry  James  Nich<41s,  Esq. 
Ci^}tain  Swaine,  R.IT. 
Ridiard  Shepherd,  Esq. 
Jonathan  Peckover,  Esq. 


PRESIDENTS. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Jackson. 

R.J.  King. 

T.  P.  Hohnes. 
Mr.  Richard  Baxter. 

John  Dowson. 

Weatherhead. 

Robert  FVancis  Pate. 

James  Usitl. 

Abraham  UmU, 

William  Stevens. 

Robert  Ward. 

Thomas  Moore. 

Thomas  Stear. 

Henry  Herring. 

C.  Metcdfe,  jim. 


VlCE-PSBStSENTS. 

Mr.  Edward  Jackscm. 
Matthew  Leach. 
John  Sculthorpe,  jun. 
Hebiy  Leadi. 
EndeHby  Lau^ton. 
WiUiaAt  Jump,  jnn. 
Wilhaib  BkrUSr, 
Robert  Mairia. 
Harley  M.  Usill. 
Bartholtmiew  Adams. 
J.  S.  Richardion. 
Wmiam  MooK. 
John  Archbonld, 
G.  Hewitt 

B  life,  jun. 
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Mr.  John  Wing.  Mr.  S.  Goode. 

Robert  Clarke.  Thomas  Matthews. 

John  Chamberiin.  Richard  Freeman. 

John  Chapman.  Peter  Beck. 

Thomas  Hall.  Thomas  Hall,  jun. 

Simoo  Hardy.  George  Life. 

William  Squier,  John  Pope. 

Dr.  Stuart.  William  Dow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Taylor.  William  Nixon. 

James  Smith.  Edward  Squire. 

Charles  Clarke.  Henry  Harvey. 

John  Harber.  Joseph  Gronow. 

Or^ory  Wright.  Johi)  Hill. 

Thomas  Wiaight.  John  Cripps.       ' 

On  the  day  of  Ae  coronation,  the  stewards  met  at  the 
town-hall  at  half-past  twelve;  about  one,  they  moved 
from  thence  to  the  market-hill,  preceded  by  the  town 
constables  with  staves,  band  of  music,  and  the  colours 
belonging  to  the  Wisbech  battalion  of  local  militia.  The 
tables  were  all  ranged  in  regular  order  in  the  market- 
place. An  elevated  table  was  prepared  for  the  stewards 
about  the  centre.  The  town-bailiff  presided.  More 
than  4300  persons,  each  having  brought  a  plate,  knife 
and  fork,  and  dinner  mug,  seated  themselves  at  the  tables 
with  mote  than  3000  surrounding  spectators.  On  the 
first  signal  of  the  trumpet,  the  tables  were  loaded  with 
beef,  puddings,  and  vegetables;  on  the  second,  grace 
was  said  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jobaon,  vicar.  The  utmost 
good  order  prevailed.  On  grace  being  said  after  meat, 
the  health  of  his  most  excellent  majesty  Geoi^e  the 
Fourth,  was  drunk  with  loud  and  four  times  repeated 
cheers.    The  other  patriotic  toasts  followed  in  succesuon. 
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each  accompanied  with  appropriate  times.  After  vhicfa, 
the  stewarda,  escorted  by  the  band,  colours,  druits,  and 
fifes,  conducted  the  company  to  the  field  appointed  for 
rustic  sports.  The  whole  crowd  seemed  impressed  with 
SMuatioiu  which  will  long,be  cherished  and  lememhered. 
The  total  expense  amounted  to  £296.  19t.  8d. 

1827  An  act  of  parliament  received  the  royal  assent,  for 
erecting  and  endowing  a  chapel  of  ease  in  the  parish 
of  Wisbech  St.  Peter's. 

Another  act  received  the  hke  awent,  for  improving  the 

outfall  of  the  river  Neoe,  and  the  drainage  of  the  lands 
dischai^ing  their  waters  into  the  Wisbech  river,  and  the 
lutvigation  of  the  sud  Wisbech  river,  fiwn  the  upper 
end  of  Kinderl^'s  cut  to  the  sea. 

We  close  the  account  of  these  occurrences  with  a  list 
of  the  aldermen  of  the  guild,  and  of  the  town-baili& 
of  Wisbech. 
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The  Jiames  of  tudt  of  the  Aldebmen  of  the  Guild  of  the 
Holy  Tfimty  in  Wisbech,  from  iti  Foundation,  2d  Richard 
IL,  1379,  to  itt  Dissolution,  29M  Henry  VIII.,  1540; 
and  of  such  of  the  Town-Bailiffs  as  are  noticed  in  the 
Records,  from  the  Incorporation  of  the  Town,  in  the  third 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Edtoard  VJ, 


A  Mermen  of  the  Guild 

of  ike  Holy  Trinity. 

The  leconU  commence  2d 

A.D. 

John  Lambe,  alderman  1431 

Ribald  II.  A.D.  1379. 

Nicholas  Outdark     . 

1432 

The  accountant's  expenses 

Sutton     ... 

1436 

in  respect  to  the  guild  aiethe 

The  hke     

1442 

fiist  tiansactioos  stated,  after 

Thelike     

1443 

which  there  is  a  lapse  of  fortjr- 

John  Masse  

1445 

Ibur  yean,  until 

Thelike    

1462 

The  like 

14SS 

3d  HENKY  VI. 

Thelike     

1459 

A.D. 

Thelike     

1460 

John  lamhe,  aldennan  1433 

Thelik 1434 

EDWAKD  IV 

Thelilte        143S 

TheliVe     ..     ..      ..  1427 

John  Masse  

1461 

Thelifai     1429 

Thelike     

1462 

Thelike     1430 

Tlelike 

1463 
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John  MasK, 

aldennan 

US4 

The  like     . 

1466 

The  like     . 

1466 

The  like     . 

1467 

WiUiam  Calowe, 

esq. 

1468 

The  like     . 

1469 

The  like     . 

1470 

Tie  like     . 

1471 

The  like     . 

1472 

nelike     . 

1473 

The  Eke     . 

1474 

Mattita  Andrew,  in  ab-) 

.enceofW.  Calowej'^'* 
William  Calowe,  eaq.  1476 

Thelike     1477 

The  Uk.     1478 

Robert  Dygby 1479 

Thelike     1480 

Thelike     1481 

TheUke     1483 


EDWARD  V. 

AebertDygby  1483 

RICHARD  III. 

RohertDygby  1484 

HENSV  VII. 

SobertDygby   i486 

Thelike     ....     ....  I4S6 

TheUke 1487 


A.D. 

Robert  Dygby,  alderman  1488 

The  like     1489 

John  Bnrwell     . .     . .  1494 

Thelike     1496 

Robert  Tooke    ..     ..  1496 

John  BurweU    1502 

William  Qateaend     ..1603 

The  hke     1604 

Thehke     1605 

Dr.RichardWyntt,  vicar  1606 

The  hke     1607 

Thelike     1608 


HENBY  VIII. 

Dr.  Richard  Wyatt  .. 

Thehke     

TheUke     

Nicholaa  Style      .... 

TheUke 

TfceUke     

WiUiam  Ladd  

TheUke 

Thomas  Wythe,  gent. 
TheUke     .,     ..     .. 

The  Uke     

TheUke  ..  .. 
Richard  Rede 
The  like  . .  . . 
Thelike  ..-.■. 
Alexander  Bahun 
Thelike  ..>^ 
Lawrence  Daniel 
Thelike     .... 


1509 
1610 
1611 
1612 
1613 
1614 
161« 
ISltl 

I5ir 

1618 

1619 
1620 
1621 
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Alexander  BaUm      ..  1531 

The  like         1632 

TheHke 1633 

TheUke     1634 

Thelike         1636 

Thelike 1536 

Thelike      1637 

Thelike     1638 

Thelike  1639 


power  to  elect,  on  every  Ut  of 
November,  ten  of  the  more 
honest  snd  more  discrete  in~ 
hftbitants,  "  maintaining  a 
"  &mily,"  to  have  the  care  of 
Ae  several  affiiirs  of  the  town, 
&c.  And  by  anch  charter 
the  following  ten  men  were 
nominated  in  1660,  viz. 


The  act  of  parliament 
for  dissolution  of  mon- 
asteries, passed  in      . .  1640 

EDWARD  VI. 

John  Procter,  aldemuB  1647 

His  majesty,  in  the  third 
year  of  his  reign,  granted  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  with 


Hmry  Goodrick,  esq. 
Richard  Eveiard,  esq. 
John  Suttaxi 
Nicholas  Fordham 
John  Procter 
^omas  Crosse 
William  Bests 
William  Perte 
Robert  Scoiterede 
Thomas  Bocher 


Towit-Bmlifs. 


ELIZABETH. 

A.D. 

Richard  Best,  gent.  ..  1664 
ThtHnas  Crosse      ....  1666 

Thelike 1666 

RobertCooper  ...»  1677 
Jdm  WilUanuon  . .  1678 
tliomas  PicfMRi    ....  1686 

Thelike         1686 

JohnLadd         1687 


JohnLadd 1688 

Thelike 1591 

William  Sturrayn  ..  1694 
James  SayM»ok  ....  1596 
Robert  Tipping  . .  1597 
JameaSaylebaDk,3d  timel598 
WiUiam  Wilkes  ....  1599 
nuMuas  Cnwse  ....  1600 
Robert  Tipping,  2d  time  1601 
Thomas  Cnwse 1602 
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JAMES  I. 

A.D. 

fricholasSBndfotd,gent.l603 

Thomas  CrooM      1604 

Thomas  Pi^e  160d 

William  Edwards  ..  1606 
Matthias  Taylor,  esq.  1607 
John   Saodford,   gent.  160^ 

John  Warner     160ft 

Thomat>  Crosse,  6th  time  1610 


The  king,  in  the 

eighth 

year  of  hie  reign,  granted  hie 

letters  patent,   for  incorpo- 

ratiog  the  inhabitants; 

nndet 

which  charter  the  fiist  town- 

baiiitf  appointed  was 

Anthony  Fisher,  gent 

.  leii 

Thomas  Pigge  

1612 

Thomas  Edwards      .. 

1613 

Thomas  Paike,  esq.  . . 

1614 

Thomas  Peaison,  gent. 

.  1616 

John  MarshaU       .... 

1616 

Thomas  Procter 

1617 

Thomas  Williams     . . 

1618 

Thehke    

1619 

Thelike 

162Q 

TheUke        

1621 

WUUam  TwelU     .... 

1622 

Thomas  Williams 

1623 

The  like,  6th  time  .. 

1624 

CHARLES  I. 

A.D. 

EdwardBackworth,esq.1 625 
Nicholas  Sandrord,gent.l626 
Matthias  Taylw,  esq.* 

3d  time 1637 

Thomas  GirUng,  gent.  1628 

Thelike     1629 

Anthony  Fisher        ..  1630 

ArtharTaybr  1631 

James  Whynuall  ..1632 
Thomas  Pigge,  3d  time  1633 

John  Day     1634 

Thomas  Swaine,  Edward 
Crosse  remainder  of 

the  year     1636 

John  Wilson,  gent.  ..   1636 
Edward  Crosse      ....   1637 
WiUiam  Edwards,  jun.  1638 
Matthias  Taylor,  Tho- 
mas Pi^e  remainder 

of  the  year     1639 

-  Robert  Edwaids    1640 

Thomas  Pierson  ....  1641 
Everard  Bnckworth,e8q.  1642 
Nicholas  Sandford  . .  1643 
John  Daniel  ..  ..  1644 
William  Fisher,  esq.  1645 
Henry  Ferrour,  grait,  1646 
John  Marshall  ..  ..  1647 
Nich.Sandford,3dtiiDe  1648 
Wtlliam  Edwards,  sen.  1649 


i  by  Google 


COMMONWEALTH. 

John  Marshall,  gent. 

1669 

A.D. 

Thomas  Edwards,  esq 

1670 

John  Wilron,  gent.  ..  1660 

Robert  Vanghan,  gent 

1671 

Thelike     1661 

James  Whinnel     

1672 

Thelik 1662 

John  Coxen       

1673 

TheUke     1663 

The  like  and  John  Nea>eie74 

Anthony  Balam    1664 

Richanl  Harrison  .... 

1675 

Robert Twelh    ..     ..1665 

Thomas  Planner    .... 

1676 

John  Wilson,  6th  thne  1668 

JohnMarshalI,4thtime  1677 

William  Fisher,  esq. . .  1667 

Simon  Loake    

1678 

James  Edwards,  gent.  1668* 

James  Whinnel     .... 

1679 

Thelike    1669 

The  like,  4th  time  . . 

1680 

1681 

CHARLES  II. 

John  Bellamy  

1682 

Jonas  Brown     

1683 

William  Walsham,  gent.  1660 

DanielWalker      .... 

1684 

Robert  Sterens      ....  1661 

John  Wilson,  7th  lime. 

JAMES  IL 

Nicholas  Sandford  re- 

mainder of  the  year..  1662 

William  Fox,  gent.  . . 

1685 

James  Edwards 1663 

OUxer  Brown    

1686 

Thelike     1664 

Henry  Medow  

1687 

The  hke,  6th  time  . .    1665 

Anth.Bnckworth,esq.  1666 

WILLIAM  AND  MARY. 

John  Neale,  gent.     . .   1667 

The  like,  2d  time     . .  1668 

WUliam  Fox,  2d  time 

1688 

Henry  laughton  .... 

1689 

This  king  renewed  the  town 

William  Tunnaid   .  . . 

1690 

James  Marshall,  sen. 

1691 

were  to  be  called  "  Capital 

William  Allen,  gent 

1692 

"Burgesses,"andtobeelected 

Richard  Loake     .... 

1693 

JohnTwells,  esq.     ., 

1694 

which  last  charter  the  first 

John  Barker,  gent   .. 

1695 

town-hailifir  elected  was 

Joseph  Taylor  

1696 

*  Tbe  tOBBal  «)eclloiii  of  I6H,  1659,  tnd  IfiflD,  wen  beU  oader  the  ititluiri^y 
of  lettm  ptUnl  (natcd  bf  tbe  Protector  OUtu. 
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Tun  ftoit  of  this  district  ia  varioas,  bat  principally 
composed  of  vegetable  matter,  und  in  some  parts  of  a 
clayey  texture,  being  mised  with  the  alluvia  of  the 
upland  waters. 

All  the  division  of  low  lands  nnder  the  denomi- 
nation of  Marsh  used  to  be  applied  to  grazing.  The 
pasture  land  is  exceedingly  rich,  carrying  great  quantities 
of  feeding  stock.  The  best  lands  lie  mostly  near  to  the 
towns :  the  soil  of  these  has  very  much  the  appearance 
of  the  rich  loams  of  the  inland  districts,  or  such  as  is 
found  about  tho  sites  of  monastic  mins,  or  old  manor 
houses.  The  superior  fertility  of  the  rich  grazing  lands 
orer  the  poor  does  not  probably  alt(^Uier  arise  from 
the  circumstance  of  their  being  higher,  or  from  any 
original  strength  of  smI,  but  rather  from  the  great  facibty 
of  obtaining  manure  from  the  neighbouring  towns,  and 
from  their  long  and  early  state  of  cultivation.  Grazing  , 
in  the  most  natural  application  of  these  lands,  and  m 
live  cattle  and  wool  can  be  procured  in  greater  abun- 
dance, and  consequently  cheaper,  than  in  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  the  cultivators  of  them  were  naturally  led 
to  employ  them  in  feeding  the  stock  bred  in  less  fertile 
districts.  The  land  of  this  description  most  probably 
continued  in  this  state  for  centuries,  and  bo  wm  brought 
2d 
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down  to  oar  times  io  the  clow  of  Uie  lait  centoiy ;  but 
of  late  yean,  the  "  greedy  plough"  has  "  preyed  on  its 
"  carpet."  The  growing  inadequacy  of  the  old  arable 
lands  to  BQpply  oar  manufacturing  populatitm  with  bread, 
as  well  as  to  furnish  the  increaung  number  of  hwBea  with 
oats,  occasioned  great  advancee  in  the  price  of  com, 
which,  with  the  voy  high  price  of  mustard  seed  * 
during  the  revdutifHiary  war,  operated  as  a  great  tempt- 
ation to  break  up  fresh  land  of  any  description,  whoever 
it  could  be  found.  Although  the  stronger  and  better 
kind  of  fen  and  matah  lands,  subjected  to  the  plough, 
has  not  been  so  considerably  injured  as  to  render  them 
incapable  of  producing  good  wheat,  yet  under  the  steady 
and  ordinary  course  of  rural  affairs,  when  the  prices  of 
grain  bear  a  ^r  proportion  to  those  of  cattle,  sheep, 
and  wool,  these  lands  would  always  be  most  profitable, 
used  for  grazing,  could  they  be  restored  to  grass  of 
their  original  quality.  Kotwithstanding  a.  great  deal  too 
much  of  the  second-rate  lands  of  the  level  has  been 
saciificed  to  the  plough,  yet  lai^  quantities  of  the 
best  remain  untouched,  and  it  is  still,  for  etteot  and 
richness,  one  of  the  first  grazing  districts  in  the  kingdom. 
In  the  months  of  May  and  June,  the  rich  pastures  are 
so  beautifully  verdant,  and  the  sheep  so  thickly  studded 
over  the  best  grazing  parts  of  the  level,  that  they  pro- 
duce a  very  pleasing  sight,  and  to  strangers,  new  and 


*  Tbere  ii  an  ioitlim  of  ■  ptnwa  ia  iLia  ncigbbooiliood  pnrcbinnt 
thn«  or  fcor  •en*  of  fnnmd,  which  ha  Knred  with  moMtrd  tead,  aad  ia 
Oa  Snt  jm  clMnd  Iha  ba  napla  of  tha  land  tnm  tb«  pntlaca  thanot 
^ao.  par  acrabMbaan  fraqoiBtl;  firaa  fcr  land,  which  ha*  baas  bfoken 
up  fi»  iBch  pnrpoa*.  Thia  lead  ia  of  a  vatj  hot  oatare,  and  eoataina  ■ 
quantity  of  oil,  ao  that  it  will  lie  buried  and  be  aucarrupted  for  man  j  jeara, 
and  if  caat  into  the  ditchea,  it  wiD,  wlian  ra^ipoied  b;  tfaeii  being  claanad 
out,  fiow  ac*ia  and  flooiiah  well. 
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interestiiig.  The  good  marsh  laod  is  parlicolaily  femooB 
for  the  production  of  long  wool,  and  has  the  efiect  of 
increasing  the  6eece,  both  in  weight  and  length  of  staple, 
in  sheep  brought  Irom  othet*  quarters. 

Quicks,  irhere  planted,  thrive  exceedingly  well,  hut 
In  fen  fanns,  the  fences  consist  of  ditches,  which,  to 
be  kept  in  a  good  state,  ought  to  be  cleaned  out  at 
least  once  in  evecy  fire  or  sis  years. 

The  Sheep  both  bred  and  grazed  are  of  pure  long 
wool,  or  Lincoln;  bnt  the  new  Leicester,  or  a  crow 
between  the  two  breeds,  are  now  much  encouiaged,- 
which  crosB  ia  found  to  give  a  finer  wool  and  a  greater 
inclination  in  the  animal  to  fatten.  Three^eaiB-dd 
wethers  of  this  description  average  when  fattened,  from 
twenty  to  fwenty-eight  lbs.  per  quarter ;  the  fleece  eight 
to  ten  lbs.  The  pure  Leicester  are  not  at  this  time  in 
•o  great  request,  b^ng  of  a  more  delicate  constitntitm. 
The  general  proportions  allowed  f<K-  the  highland  pastures 
during  the  summer  months  are  six  head  of  sheep  per 
acre,  and  dnring  winter,  two  per  acre. 

Honei  are  used  far  the  purpose  of  husbandry,  and  are 
of  the  lai^  black  cart  breed,  and  not  so  heavy  as 
fonaerly.  The  bn^A  of  the  fomous  short-legged  trotting 
hackney,  formerly  hdd  in  such  high  repute,  and  than 
which  DO  part  of  the  kingdom  produced  superior,  has 
been  much  neglected  of  late  years,  and  is  superseded 
by  the  introduction  of  a  cross  with  the  thorough-bred 
horse,  which  is  now  coming  into  general  use. 

Neat  Slock. — It  is  with  pleasure  we  observe  that  the 
improved  short-hom,  as  well  as  the  Hereford,  are  very 
generally  to  be  seen  in  the  neighbourhood. 
2a2 
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P^i.-<-Great  anulati<»  has  been 'shewn  ia  the  breed 
of  sffine;  the  ctdbb  between  the  Chinese  and  Suffolk, 
with  the  occaaionat  mixture  of  the  KeapoUtao,  ia  rec- 
koned the  best. 

Trtes. — Alb^ether  an  inconsiderable  qnenUty  of  wood 
ia  grown  in  this  district,  but  the  ash  and  ehn  thrive  well, 
-and  we  need  not  add  that  usefdl  tree  around  a  fann,  the 
willow,  which,  according  to  the  old  saying,  "  will  buy  a 
"  horse  before  an  oak.  will  buy  a  saddle."  Willow  trees 
grow  to  a  very  large  size ;  one  measuring  in  length 
upwards  of  sixty  feet,  and  containing  two  hundred  feet 
of  sdid  timber,  was  cat  down  in  Borwasfa,  in  Sussex, 
in  1819,  which  had  been  planted  fifteen  years.  From 
the  quantity  of  willows  about  Ely,  the  inhabitants  reap 
considerable  profit  by  making  baskets,  &c. 

Manure  is  made  principally  from  the  straw  yards,  by 
"the  straw  stubble  and  hay  in  the  yards  and  hovels; 
'The  hay  and  atraw  produce  being  generally  consumed 
on  the  taiaa  where  grown,  very  little  attention  is  paid 
to  the  making  of 'dunghills,  compared  with  what  is  ob- 
serred  in  high  conntriea,  where  the  land,  being  of  a 
poorer  quality,  requirea  every  assistance  of  this  kind  to 
'recruit  iiM  exhausted  strength.  The  use  of  lime  as  a 
inanore  is  unknown  here ;  very  little  artificial  manure  is 
wanted,  bat  occftsionally,  soot  and  Ixme  dust  are  used, 
aiftl  a  mill  is  erected  in  Wisbech  for  grinding  bones,  to 
he  disposed  of  for  that  purpose. 

The  salt  marshes  are  remarkably  favourable  for  the 
growth  of  com,  but  require  artificial  manure ;  nor  is 
there  at  this  time  any  apprehension  of  the  luxuriant 
produce  being  destroyed  by  Soods. 
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Hemp  and  Uax  are  calUraied  on  the  best  lauds,  afKl 
to  a  coDnderable  extent  in  Upwell,  Wetney,  Outwell, 
Kim,  and  Wisbech.  The  culture  of  bemp  is  r^v^ed 
in  a  more  favourable  light  than  formerly,  aad  so  far 
from  baing  an  exhausting  crop,  its  oceasional  intzodoction 
forma  part  of  a  system  of  perpetual  cropping,  and  is 
prored  by  experience  to  be  an  excdient  preparation  for 
a  crop  of  wheat.  Flax  is  cultivated  by  way  of  change 
upon  the  same,  but  more  commonly  upon  fresh  landfi 
newly  broken  up.  There  is  a  prodigiously  fine  tiwt  of 
land  about  Outwell,  which  fffoduees  flax,  as  well  as 
OBiona,  in  great  perfection  and  abundance. 

Beam. — ^The  Heligoland  aro  now  superseded  by  the 
growth  of  the  Old  Tick ;  the  latter  giving  a  much. 
larger  produce,  and  coming  earlier  to  maturity. 

CoUued  was  until  these  few  years  subject  to'^a  duty 
of  £  10.  per  last  upon  importation,  which  gave  some 
encouragement  to  its  growth  in  this  kingdom,  and  par- 
ticularly in  this  district,  fiu:  as  it  arrives  at  an  early 
maturity,  the  small  fanner  can  reap  this  crop  and  convert 
it  into  money,  and  with  the  produce  be  enabled  tb  meet, 
with  much  more  convenience  to  himself,  the  expenses 
of  getting  in  the  approaching  wheat  harvest.  Thia  seed 
b^og  now  imported  duty  free,  the  price  is  become  so 
reduced,  that  then  is  not  that  excitement  to  cultivate 
it.  It  appears  that  this  seed  was  introduced  into  this 
district  between  150  and  200  years  since  ;*  the  price  is 
now  about  £23.  per  last. 

Wood. — Partial  spots  in  this  dislrict  are  purchased  at 
high  prices  |per  acre  fw  the  growth  of  this  herb,  which 
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ti  used  for  dyeing ;  none  bnt  the  best  Isndi  will  -produce 
it  of  sufficient  quality  for  manufacture. 

Saffron  used  to  be  grown  in  lai|;e  qaantities,  parti- 
CoMT'  about  OfitFdL 

Mode  of  Management  and  Occupation. 

The  uiual  rent  of  farms  is  from  £  60.  to  jC  600.  per 
annum.  Drill  husbandry  is  generaUy  in  practice,  by 
vhicfa  the  lands  an  more  easily  kept  clear  from  weeds. 
The  general  mode  of  management  of  the  arable  land 
Vpon  the  well  drained  parts  of  the  district  is  aa  follows; 

Ist  year,  Coleseed,  fed  off  with  sheep. 
{id  year,  Crop  of  oats. 
3d  year,  Crop  of  wheat  with  seeds. 
Or,  two  white  crops  and  a  green  fallow. 

In  the  Fen  Lands. — Ist  year,  Plough  up  and  bum,  sow 
with  coleseed,  and  eat  off  with  sheep ;  eometimcs  the 
seed  afterwards  stands  for  a  crop,  and  then  it  is  suc- 
ceeded by  wheat,  but  on  no  occasion  to  have  more 
than  three  crops  before  the  land  be  again  laid  down. 

2d  year,  Oats. 

3d  year.  Wheat,  if  the  land  is  of  sufficiently  good 
quality,  and  safe  from  inundation. 

4th  year,  Sown  with  barley,  and  laid  dpwn  with  seeds 
for  grass  for  three  or  four  years. 

So  that  about  two  third  parts  of  a  farm  always  con- 
tinue in  grass  and  coleseed,  and  the  remainder  under 
plough.  The  double-bale  Yorkshire-  plough  is  preferred 
for  the  strong  clay  soils,  with  two  horsea  abreast.    The 
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toughnesa  of  the  fen  sward  will  not  suffer  it  to  decay 
TUtless  bnrat.  The  fen  lands  are  liable  at  all  times  to  the 
insect  called  the  wirevonn,  but  particalarly  so  in  cold, 
dry,  sfwing  seasons,  when  they  are  known  to  deatroy  a 
whole  crop : — such  is  the  nncertainty  between  fen  land 
and  high  land.  It  is  justly  due  to  the  farmers,  to  state 
that  they  are  a  reiy  actave  and  industrious  set  of  men, 
and  entitled  to  great  praise  for  their  assiduity,  ^ill, 
and  good  Diauagement  of  their  farms. 

Pntdttce.— "Wheat  from  three  to  four  quarters  per  acre. 
Oats  are  a  particularly  abundant  produce,  being  fre- 
quently fftsn  twelve  to  twenty  cotBnbs  per  acre,  .a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  which  is  exported  to  the  London 
nurkets.  Thrashing  machines  are  introduced  into  use ; 
the  first  of  this  kind  was  set  up  by  Messrs.  Edes  and 
Nicholls  in  1796. 

^Reajni^. — ^The  price  of  wheat  is  from  10«.  lli.  to 
even  14*.  per  acre,  according  to  abundance,  and  supply 
of  strangers  aS  labouren ;  oats  from  lOt.  to  I2i.  if  not 


Potatoa  are  grown  in  great  plen^,  and  may  generally 
be  pcocvied  at  fixHu  two  to  three  guineas  per  last 

Priea  of  Labour  at  this  period  (1827),  10».  to  12>. 
fts  week  in  winter,  and  in  Bummer  and  in  harveat  from 
ld«.  to  20<. 

Vabu  of  Land  to  i^onn  around  Wisbech  is  genunlly 
from  30i.  to  36*.  per  acre ;  even  as  high  for  saperior 
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hiH^aii  £2.  lOs.  per  acre.     Fen  land  isafrlow  ulOi.  but 
heavy  expenses  attend  the  muugetneot  of  Uw  \a.ttet. 

llie  quantity  of  land  in  the  pftrish  of  Wisbech.  Saint 
Peter'b  iti  6308a.  1b.  2p.  according  to  Turpin'a  uu-vey 
aiade  in  the  year  17tt9. 

By  an  account  founded  on  aa  actual  enumeratioa 
of  the  different  kinds  of  stock,  kept  in  th«  year  1807, 
and  Buhinitted  to  the  public  by  Dr.  Jc^mod,  it  appears 
there  were  at  that  time 

Wi-bect        WWi««h      -.^i 
at-l-M^r-i.    St.llM7't.    ^*™' 

Sheep  6473  8687  15060 

Lambs 1720  2916  4636 

Cows    273  261  634 

One-year-old  Beast  and  HeUers        144  268  412 

Two-years-old  Beast  103  283  386 

Three-yeara-old  ditto 166  236  402 

Ditto  upwards  of  three  years  old      60  126  186 

One-yeai-old  Hoiaes  60  138  180 

134       175 


Two-years-old  ditto,  exclusive  of" 
Horses  kept  for  the  saddle 


}   <■ 


The  number  of  sheep  is  now  greater,  and  otUer  stock 
ia  proportion.  The  two  parishes,  including  the  washes 
nbove  Guyhim,  banks,  and  wastes,  contain  16,800 
acres ;  of  this  number,  a  little  more  than  Mie  half, 
on  the  average,  is  undffl"  the  plough,  and  the  rest  arc 
depastured.  It  is  presumed,  that  the  above  account 
of  stock  will  enable  those  who  are  conversant  in  such 
matters,  to  form  a  due  estimate  of  the  fertility  of  soil 
and  pastaragc.. 
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The  neighbourhood  of  Ely  is  particulorly  favourable 
to  the  production  of  garden  regetakles  and  rare  plants.* 

Wealth,  we  know,  is  what  constitutes  the  well-being 
of  a  couatry,  and  it  may  with  great  truth  be  said,  that 
the  wealth  and  strength  of  Great  Britain  originates  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  must  always  be  dependant 
on  that  cultivation,  whatever  other  advantages  the 
country  may  possess ;  fw  agriculture  is  the  basis  on 
which  the  health  and  strength  of  the  state  rests :  how- 
ever profitable  ctwunerce  and  manufactures  may  be,  the 
i^culturai  interest  is  the  most  valuable  and  the  soundest 
interest  in  this  country,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  pro- 
tected and  encouraged  before  all  others. 


*  FoilhB  icconiittif.tlie  Rgricnlture  of  ths  dittricti  tlw  con^nlei  bast  to 
■uka  bii  ackiunriedgniBnt*  to  H.  J.  NichoUa,  eaq.of  Wub«ch,  one  of  tfa* 
ccnHnktora  of  the  boDooimble  coipontioii  of  Bedlbni  lerel,  whose  ideBtific 
•nd  pnetleal  knowledge  in  acricnltonl  •Air*  [i  weS  known,  end  nho  has 

hiriiriiTi  baJBg  e  lodoa*  pnaMtei  of  ill  poblic  meMBiei  tot  the  iaipniTemBnt 
of  (hocoaniij. 
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BIOGRAPHY    OF    WISBECH 


AND   ITS    NEIOHBOOBBOOD, 


There  is  &  satisfaction  in  discovering  that  the  plaes 
in  which  we  have  been  many  yean  lestdent  has,  in 
days  kmg  past,  given  birth  to  Kme  who  have  been 
eminent  is  their  age  for  literature  or  the  arts,  and  this 
is  nuoa  especially  the  case,  if,  in  the  viciasitnde  of  taste 
and  the  prepress  of  improvement,  obscurity  may  have 
stolen  over  their  memory  and  name :  distingnished  cha- 
racteis,  indeed,  demand  the  tribute  of  remembiaDce.  It 
is  with  a  feeling  of  tfaia  eort,  we  wish  to  record  what 
can  be  collected  of  the  biography  of  persona  <rf'  any 
memorable  distinctioD,  among  the  natives  or  inhabitantu 
of  the  town  and  neighboarhood. 

A.D.        John  db  Wisbbcbe,  one  of  the  monks*  of  the 

1340.  church  of  Ely,  is  with  ciHnmendation  recorded  to  have 

had  the  oversight  of  the  lady  chapel  at  Ely,  cm  the 

north  side  of  the  cathedral,  whibt  that  noble  edifice  was 

building,  in  the  time  of  bishop  Montacute. 

*  Til*  diArsBM  b«twwB  ■  vnnk  udBfrbri*  tUi:  tb*  fint ii  oae of 
thoM  bekngiag  to  a  awnuietj  sndiFwad  witb  landi  for  it*  loppart ;  but  k 
frUi  u  una  whoM  uoBMtmyhad  nnljuj  aura  had  grwtato  Ibantbs 
bin  nbaticB  of  tba  bonie  aod  garden,  aad  «bo  Urtd  ty  the  dail j  abu  sf 
ths  p«o^  IB  tbe  neifhbonrhood. 
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Another  John  de  Wisbeche  wm  first  prior  of  a.d. 
Frieston,  near  Boeton,  in  the  county  of  Lincohi,  and  1469. 
•ftcawards  elected  abbot  of  Croyland,  uptm  the  death 
of  aUwt  LytUeingttm,  I3th  Febniaiy  1469.  He  made 
aerenl  improvements  in  the  buildiags  belonging  to 
Croyland  abbey,  and  completed  the  state  apartment ;  he 
also  built  the  infinnaiy  and  great  granary  at  Croyland, 
and  did  much  toward*  completing  and  beautifying  the 
abbey.  He  gave  a  house  to  the  chamberiain  to  pay 
four  shillings  on  Christntas-day  anoniilly,  qnatenns  ad  re- 
parationem  cooTcntus  in  eomm  manitionibus.*  Amongst 
other  things,  he  obtained  frmn  the  pope  a  boll  to  allow 
the  eating  of  meat  in  Lent ;  he  died  the  Hth  November 
1476.  After  his  time,  nothing  more  than  necessary 
lepain  was  done  to  the  abbey.  Its  dissolution  took 
plade  ial539. 

RicHABD  Herlock,  bom  at  Wisbech,  is  said  to  1552. 
have  bem  well  edacaCed :  he  wrote  a  book  called  "  The 
"  English  A  B  C,"  and  dedicated  the  same  to  Thomas 
Goodericke,  iHsfaop  of  Ely  and  cJianceUw  of  En^^and. 
Smne  thought  him  indiscreet  in  presenting  so  low  a 
subject  to  so  high  a  person,  as  if  be  wotdd  teach  the 
greatest  statesman  in  the  land  to  spell  aright ;  others 
excuBO  him,  saying,  though  his  book  was  of  low  title, 
yet  it  was  (rf  general  ase  to  the  lower  people,  who  then 
began  to  betake  themselves  to  reading,  which  had  been 
1<M^  n^Bct«d  in  thii  kingdom,  so  that  many  who  bad 
one  foot  in  the  grave  had  their  hand  on  the  primer. 
The  IxxA,  however,  is  said  to  have  treated  on  the 
gromid  of  raligi(m. 

•  Ooafh'(Cnijfcad.NabodrinP«tuboitm^BlAe7ea«Uh«lriUoo<], 
(aec^us  Mimlrtn— ■)  ■>  opantiDB  n  BacMwy  la  iteimtaij  {wopla 
Mhi«et(an^0tiga,  witbanl  an  order  froa  the  prior,  who  ktione  of  them 
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A.D.  Richard  Atkins,  of  Ontirell,  who  livedi^ut  this 
1603.  period^  vu  mch  an  eminent  comminioner  of  sewera^ 
tiuA  his  ounuscripU  hare  constantly  been  altowed  as 
evidence.  He  was  a  man  of  great  leaniing  and  expe- 
rience, and,  as  Sir  'William  Dngdale  says,  a  notable 
observer  of  the  fens,  haTing  writtoa  several  valuable 
manoacripts  on  that  snbject.  He  was  consulted  by  all 
the  engineers  and  surveyors  ^  the  works  of  sewers  in 
fats  time. 

1616.  John  Thubloe,  esq.  sonof  the  Rev.  Thomas  Thurloe, 
though  not  a  native  of  Wisbech,  spent  a  great  portion 
of  his  time  in  his  residence  at  the  castle  thoe,  and  vraa 
a  liberal  benefactor  to  the  town ;  he  was  educated  for 
the  law,  and  in  1645,  was  secretaiy  to  the  parliameotary 
commissioners  at  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge.  Though  con- 
nected with  the  republican  leaders,  and  favouring  the 
cause  of  the  commonwealth,  he  was  not  accessary  to 
the  king's  death.  In  1650,  he  was  choeen  one  of  the 
company  of  undertakere  for  draining  the  Bedford  level 
before  mentioned.*  Upon  Oliver  CrmaweU's  obtaining 
the  protectorate,  be  was  made  secretary  of  state,  in 
which  employment  he  was  continued  by  Richard,  his 
successor,  over  whom  he  had  great  influence.  In  1658, 
he  was.  chosen  to  serve  as  representative  for  the  town 
of  Wisbech,  but  he  made  his  election  to  save  for  Cun- 
bridge,  for  which  place  also  be  had  been  retnmed.  At  the 
restoration,  though  he  had  made  a  tender  of  his  gervicea 
to  the  king  before  that  event  absolutely  took  place,  he 
was  accused  <^  high  treason,  but  soon  set  at  liberty; 
he  died  suddenly  in  Lincolnshire,  in  1668,  i^^  61. 
He  was  married  thrice,  first  into  the  family  of  Peyton. 
In  his  character,  be  is  said  to  have  been  very  amiable, 
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snd  remarVable  for  his  courtesy  and  mildness  to  persons 
of  all  parties.  His  state  papers,  in  seven  Tolumes, 
folio,  deposited  in  the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxford,  are 
valuable. 

Sir  Edwabd  Peyton,  baronet,  was  the  author  of  a  a.d. 
book  called  "The  Divine  Catastrophe  of  the  Kingly  1653. 
"  Family  of  the  House  of  Stuarts."  The  title-page  is 
sufficient  to  show  in  what  spirit  the  book  was  written. 
Sir  Edward  seems  to  have  been  an  enthusiast  of  the 
fifth  monarchy  sort.  See  Woods'  Ath.  Oxon.  vol.  ii., 
page  156.  Among  the  Harleian  MSS.  in  the  British 
maseum,  is  a  volume  which  contains  some  anecdotes  of 
the  same  Sir  Edward  Peyton.    Harl.  MSS.  So.  6395. 

Thouas  Hkbbing,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  1716. 
flon  of  the  Rev.  John  Herring,  rector  of  Walsoken,  was       /  . 
educated  at  Wisbech  scliool;  he  was  elected  fellow  of     ^    - 
Corpus  Christi  college,  Cambridge,  in  1716,  and  became 
tutor  there.    In  1722,  he  was  made  chaplain  to  Fleet- 
wood, bishop  of  Ely,  and  four  years  after  chosen  preacher 
at  Ijocoln's  inn,  about  which  time  he  took  his  degree 
of  D.D.     In  1731,  he  was  made  dean  of  Rochester; 
in  1737,  bishop  of  Bangor,  and  in  1743,  translated  to 
York,     At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  1746,  the 
archbishop  exerted  himself  most  actively  to  rouse  the 
people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  upon  this  occasion 
made  his  eloquent  appeal  at  York  to  the  volunteers,* 


*  This  tDioiited  ipcech  of  the  irchbUhop  ii  KHf  e  to  b«  nuit  with ;  it 
WM  originaU;  IntrolBced  bj  ■  print,  it  tha  top,  of  tlw  ■nhbUhop  io  U* 
rabei,  cBgnnd  bj  Baion,  btm  ■  p»iBti>g  by  th*  celebntad  Hoguth.  1 1 
ba*  nem  ippmnd  ia  uj  kutbeDtji:  hiitoij.  but  ths  conpilu  U  iflbrdtd 
tbe  opponuaitf  of  prewntiiig  it  to  the  pablic  througb  the  kindnHi  of 
'Ui  **lu*d  friend,  the  Rcr.  Dr.  S«ttoa,  of  Korwklk 
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which  is  most  nortby  of  Wi^  recorded,  not  only  on 
flCCount  of  its  spirit,  but  its  peculiar  application,  in  one 
respect,  at  the  present  criiiis,  and  wag  in  the  foUowii^ 
words: 

"  Mif  Lords,  Gentlemen,  my  Reverend 
Brethren  of  the  Clergy, 
"  I  am  desired  by  the  lords  lieutenants  of  the  several 
ridings,  to  open  to  you  tfae  reasons  of  our  present  a^ 
ling ;  and  as  the  adTertisemcnt  which  has  called 
us  together  is  in  every  body's  hands,  and  the  foct  doV 
speaks  itself  too  plainly,  a  few  words  will  be  sufficient 
on  the  occasion.  It  was  some  time  before  it  was  believed, 
(I  would  to  God  it  had  gained  credit  sooner)  but  now 
every  child  knows  it,  that  the  Pretender's  sou  is  in 
Scotland ;  has  set  np  his  standard  then ;  has  gathered 
and  disciplined  an  army  of  great  force ;  receives  daily 
'"increase  of  numbers;  is  in  poflsession  of  the  caiutal  city 
there ;  has  defeated  a  small  part  of  the  kill's  forces,  , 
and  is  advancing  with  hasty  steps  towards  England. 
What  will  be  the  issue  of  this  rapid  progress,  moat  be 
left  to  the  providence  of  Qod.  However,  what  is  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  do,  is  to  make  the  best  provision  we  can 
against  it ;  and  every  gentleman,  I  dare  say,  every  man 
ia  England,  will  think  it  bis  wisdom  and  his  int««st 
to  guard  against  the  mischievous  attempts  of  these  wild 
and  desperate  ruffians. 

"  But  the  great  mischief  to  be  feared,  which  ought 
to  alarm  us  exceedingly,  and  put  us  immediately  on  our 
defence,  is  the  certain  evidence  which  every  day  opens 
more  and  more,  that  those  commotions  in  the  north  are 
but  part  of  a  great  plan  concerted  for  our  ruin.  ~  They 
have  began  under  the  countenance,  and  will  be  supported 
by  the  forces  of  France  and  Spain,  our  old  and  inveterate 
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tind  (late  experience  calls  upon  me  to  add)  our  savage 
and  blood-thirsty  enemies ;  a  circumstance  that  shonld 
fire  the  indignation  of  every  honest  Englishman.  If  these 
designs  should  succeed,  and  popery  and  arbitrary  power 
come  in  upon  ob,  under  the  influence  and  direction  of 
these  two  tyrannical  and  corrupted  courts,  I  leave  you 
to  reflect  what  would  becinne  of  every  thing  valuable  to 
us  !  We  are  now  blest  with  the  mild  administration  of 
a  just  and  protestant  king,  who  ia  of  bo  strict  an  adhe- 
rence to  the  laws  of  our  country,  that  not  an  instance 
can  be  pointed  out  during  his  whole  reign,  wherein  he 
made  the  least  attempt  npon  the  liberty,  or  property,  or 
religion  of  a  single  person.  But  if  the  ambition  and 
pride  of  France  and  Spain  are  to  dictate  to  us,  we  must 
submit  to  a  man  to  govern  as  under  their  hated  and 
accursed  influence,  who  brbgs  his  religion  from  Rome, 
and  the  rules  and  m&zims  of  his  government  from  Paris 
and  Madrid  :  for  God's  sake,  gentlemen,  let  us  consider 
this  matter  as  becomes  us,  and  let  no  time  be  lost  to 
guard  against  this  prodigious  ruin.  To  your  immortal 
honour  be  it  spoken,  you  have  considered  it,  and  are 
now  met  U^ether  to  call  in  the  unanimous  consent  and 
assistance  of  this  great  county.  This  county,  as  it  ex- 
ceeds every  other  f<»r  its  extent  and  riches,. so  it  very 
naturally  takes  the  lead  of  the  inferior  ones.  And  it 
will  be  extremely  to  our  credit;  give  couiage  to  the 
friends  of  the  best  constitution  in  the  world ;  damp  the 
spirit  of  its  enemies  at  home,  (if  any  such  can  be  per- 
ceived in  Britain  at  this  dangerous  crisis)  and  be  an 
instruction  to  those  abroad,  that  there  is  still  spirit  and 
honesty  enough  among  us  to  stand  up  in  defence  of  our 
common  country.  This  will  be  the  use  of  an  unanimous 
end  hearty  declaration  of  fidelity  to  our  country,  and 
loyalty  to  our  king.  But  the  times,  gentlemen,  call  for 
something  more  than  this;  something  must  be  done  a^ 
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well  as  said ;  and  tlie  fund  for  our  defence  akeady  begnrr, 
and  now  to  be  proposed  to  this  great  sEBembly,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  from  reaaona  of  publick.  example  and  publick 
safety,  meet  with  the  hearty  concmrence  of  every  indi- 
Tidnal  that  ctnoposes  it.  And  at  the  same  time  that  your 
hearts  go  along  with  the  asBociation,  yonr  liandi  will 
be  open  to  support  the  necessary  measures  of  self  de- 
fence. As  to  you,  my  reverend  brethren,  I  hare  not 
long  had  the  honour  to  preside  among  you;  but  from 
the  experience  I  have  had,  and  what  I  have  always 
heard  of  your  honest  love  to  your  countiy,  (if  yon 
permit  me  to  say  so)  I  will  be  your  security  to  the 
publick,  that  yon  will  decline  no  pains  to  instruct  and 
animate  ydor  people,  nor  expense,  according  to  your 
circumstances,  to  stand  up  agaitist  popery  and  aibitraiy 
power,  under  a  French  or  Spanish  government.  We 
scorn  the  policies  of  the  court  of  Rome,  have  no  interests 
Beparate  from  the  people,  bat  on  every  occaston,  where 
our  country  is  concerned,  look  upon  oursdvee  as  incor- 
porated with  the  warmest  defenders  of  it ;  or,  if  we  do 
desire  to  be  distinguished,  it  will  be  by  our  ardour  and 
zeal  to  preserve  our  happy  conBtitutton.  Let  us  unite 
then,  gentlemen,  as  one  man,  to  stop  this  dang^ous 
mischief,  from  which  union  no  roan  surely  can  withdraw 
or  withhold  his  assistance,  who  is  not  listed  into  tttt 
wicked  service  of  a  French  or  Spanish  in^iLEion,  or 
wholly  unconcerned  for  the  fate  of  his  bleeding  country. 
May  the  great  God  of  battles  stretch  out  his  all-powerful 
hand  to  defend  us ;  inspire  an  ULion  of  hearts  and  hands 
among  all  ranks  of  people,  a  clear  wiadom  into  the 
councils  of  his  majesty,  and  a  steady  courage  and  reso- 
lution into  the  hearts  of  his  generals  !" 

This  speech  was  received  witli  such  general  applause, 
that  £  40,000.  was  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
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which  was  immediately  seconded  hy  the  kingdom.  For 
these  services  he  was  raised  to  "CaQterbuiy,  after  arch- 
bishop Potter,  in  1747.  He  enjoyed  the  see  ten  years, 
and  died  in  1767,  and  was  said  to  be  as  amiable  in 
private  as  respected  in  public  life.*  He  expended 
£6000.  in  the  repairs  of  Lambeth  and  Croydon  palaces, 
and  was  a  noble  contributor  to  several  charities.  His 
sermons  and  letters  on  public  occasions  have  been 
published. 

.  SioibhunoTrappobd,  esq.  who  died  in  1740,  wrote    a.d. 
an  essay  on  draining,  particuhuly  of  the  Bedford  level.       1729. 

Dr.  Hbnby  Southwell,  the  reputed  author  of  a 
commentary  on  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  called 
•"  Dr.  Southwell's  Family  Bible."  It  has,  however, 
been  said,  that  it  was  not  written  by  him,  but  tbat^e 
sold  his  name  to  some  London  booksellen  for  a  certain 
pecuniary  consideration,  and  they  employed  one  Dr. 
Saanders  to  do  the  work.  However,  it  brouehf  no  small 
gain  to  Uie  pnbUshers,  having  a  great  nuL/  The  Sovtii- 
well  family  were  for  many  years  high^  respectable  in 
Wisbech  :  the  last  of  the  mate,  H»iry  Seuthwdl,  esq. 
died  in  1762,  leaving  two  daughters  his  co-heircssea, 
_«Be  of  whom  married  Dr.  Wanvn,  bishop  of  Bangor, 
and  the  otfaer.  Sit  James  Byre,  lord  chief  justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  whose  widow  died  in  the  month  of 
Xovember  1825,  at  the  age  of  76. 


*  A  coUttsnl  dMcandant  of  the  TesenblB  trchbiibop  Heniog  u  dow 

liring  it  Wiib«ch,  Mr.  H.  Hcrriaj,  who  cmrriu  on  the  piotnnim  of  ■ 

nuieonuul  apothecv;  there,  and  u  advind  for  bii  profuaioMt  talenu, 

I*  well  aa  (oi  hia  DpiishlB«aa,  integrity,  and  ■ildnew  of  mtnoen. 

2  E 
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A.D.  Bbaupke  Bell,  eeq.  of  Beatipre  Hall,  in  Ontwefl, 
1730.  who  married  the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Oldfield,  banmet, 
though  an  eccentric  character,  had  a  gnat  knowledge  of 
antiquities.*  The  regiater  of  the  Spaldkig  Antiquaiian 
Socie^  abounds  with  proofs  of  Mr.  Bell's  taste  and  know- 
ledge in  ancient  coins,  berth  Qreek  and  Roman,  as  well  as 
of  his  many  interesting  discoTeries :  he  died  in  1736. 

1740.  Beaufbb  Bell,  his  son,  also  distinguished  himaelf 
as  an  antiquarian ;  he  died  young  of  a  consumption  in 
1741,  and  left  various  medals,  seals,  drawings,  and  coins, 
to  Trinity  coUege,  Cambridge. 

1762.  The  Rev.  Bbock  Rand,  chaplain  to  lliomas  Greei, 
bishop  of  Ely,  rector  of  Lererington  and  of  Newton, 
near  Wisbech,  wan  an  indnstnous  antiqnaiy,  and 
collected  a  list  of  the  incumbents  in  each  pariah 
in  the  dioceaee  of  Ely  and  Nwwicfa,  with  memoranda 
of  such  of  the  parishes  as  were  to  be  met  with  in  the 
registers  of  the  bishops  of  Norwich  and  Ely.  lliis 
very  curious  and  valuable  book  was  bound  up,  and 
formed  a  thick  quarto  volume,  which,  after  Mr.  Rand's 
death,  came  into  the  hands  of  his  friend,  tlie  Rev. 
Mr.  Dickenson,  minister  of  Leverington  Parson  Drove 
chapel,  by  whom  it  was  consigned  to  the  care  of  the 
master  and  fellows  of  Corpus  Christi  collie,  Cambridge, 
of  which  society  Mr.  Rand  had  been  a  member.  The 
MS.  continued  safe  in  their  custody  until  within  'diis 
year  or  two,  but  has  now  by  some  mischance  disappeared, 
and  there  is  but  little  hope  of  its  recovery.    The  inqui- 


*  fiullier  partkuUn  nlitiDg  to  Beanpre  Bell  we  eontiiud  Jb.IIm 
deuriptiaii  of  "  Ootirell,"  unaugal  tbe  circODJiceiit  rilUgei. 
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sitions  taken  in  the  time  of  Hugh  de  Korthwold,  who 
lived  in  the  reign  of  Heniy  III.  are  said  to  have  been 
very  curious  in  pointing  out  old  customs  and  tenures. 

Henhy  Bubbouohs,  LL.D.  vicar  of  Wisbech  and    a.d. 
prebendary  of  Peterborough,  was  the  author  of  sermons  1770. 
on  several  subjects  and  occasions,  which  were  printed  in 
the  yeaF-1770,  froia-«  private  press  of  his  own. 

/  JohnWabben,  D.D.  vicar  of-this  parish,  was  first  1777. 
translated  to  Bangor  in  1789.  He  married  the  daughter 
of  BjesDiy  SouthweU,  esq.  of  Wisbech,  in  1777.  died 
27th  January  1800,  and  was  interred  in  Westminster 
abbey.  He  was  a  prelate  of  the  greatest  application  to 
bnsineBB, '  undoubted  talents,  candour,  and  integrity,  and 
he  was  fnlly  acquainted  with,  and  discbai^ed  the  duties 
of  his  station,  in  a  manner  that  shewed  his  sense  of  its 
high  importance. 

The  Hon.  and  Rt.  Rev.  Charles,  lord  bishop  of  1780. 
Kildare,  a  younger  son  of  the  earl  of  Balcarras,  was 
educated  at  Wisbech  school.  He  first  became  vicar 
of  Wisbech,  and  having  accompanied  the  rt.  him.  the 
earl  of  Hardwicke,  K.Q.  when  viceroy  of  Ireland,  to 
that  country,  as  his  chaplain  and  private  secretary,  he 
was  made  bishop  of  Kilialoe,  and  afterwards  translated 
to  thebiriiopric  of  Kildare,  which  he  now  holds. 

Thomas  Clabebon,  esq.  was  a.native  of  this  town ;  ' 
his  unparalleled  exertions  in  behalf -oCth^  i>^eBsed 
Africans,  and  for  the  abglition  of  the  slave  trade,  are 
«a  well  known,  th^t  the  name  of  "  Clarkson  "  must  be 
placed  very'lngh  among  the  modem  sons  of  Britain,  as 
the  real  friend  of  his  country,  and  the  benefactor  of  the 
2e2 
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human  race.  He  now  residet  at  Playford  Hall,  in 
Suffolk,  and  is  atill  animated  with  the  same  genial  ipirit; 
for  very  recently,  (in  the  year  1824)  this  worthy  man, 
in  his  zeal  to  rouse  the  exertions  of  his  countrymen  to 
iwcne  the  present  negroes  from  their  degraded  state,  so 
repulsive  and  contrary  to  every  principle  both  of  the 
British  constitution  and  the  Christian  religion,  visited 
almost  every  county  in  England,  travelling  in  the  space 
of  seven  months  nearly  4000  miles,  in  furtherance  of 
that  benevolent  object. 

Music,  as  well  as  all  other  arts,  is  chiefly  descended 
from  the  andenta,  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music 
being  highly  cultivated  and  admired  in  Greece.  It  no 
doubt  received  much  influence  from  its  admission  into 
the  reli^ous  ceremonies  of  the  first  Christians,  by  the 
chaunting  of  the  difietant  parts  of  the  liturgy,  as  hymns, 
psalms,  &c.  Ilie  music  and  words  of  one  of  their 
pieces  of  composition  is  admired  even  to  the  present 
time,  the  celebrated  canticle  of  the  "  T«  Deum." 

A.D.  Mr.  Qboro£  Guest,  an  inhabitant  of  Wisbech,  is 
1789.  a  gentleman  of  great  mwit  in  that  department.  His 
name  has  been  noticed  in  a  recent  bif^^phical  history 
of  musicians.  He  was  son  of  Mr.  Ralph  Guest,  of  Bury, 
and  being  very  early  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  music 
by  his  father,  manifested  a  great  precocity  of  musical 
talent  and  capability.  When  no  more  than  two  years 
old,  he  began  to  practice  the  didactic  scale ;  at  three, 
he  could  sing  "  God  save  the  King;"  at  five,  he  sung  in 
public  at  St.  James'  church.  Bury,  Handel's  song, "  He 
"shall  feed  his  Flock,"  accompanied  by  a  full  band; 
at  seven,  he  took  the  first  treble  at  the  opening  of  the 
organ  at  Stow  Murkc-t ;    hure  he  attracted  the  notice 
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of  the  late  Mr.  Taylor,  oi^anist  of  Chelmsford,  by  whom 
he  was  rcccomm«nded  to  Dr.  Naree,  who,  after  having 
heard  him  sing  some  of  Handel's  music,  appointed  him 
to  a  wtoation  among  the  boys  in  the  king's  chapel.  In 
this  excellent  school  he  made  great  proficiency  in  mu- 
sical knowledge,  and  so  distinguished  himself  by  his 
skill  in  singing,  that  he  was  brought  to  sing  two  songs 
in  an  oratorio  performed  before  his  late  majesty  George 
III.  Upon  this  occasion,  the  late  revered  king,  who  ie 
well  known  to  have  been  an  excellent  judge  of  music, 
expressed  great  approbation,  and  gave  commands  that 
he  should  always  sing  songs  in  the  succeeding  oratorios. 

In  1787,  he  left  the  king's  chapel  to  undertake  the 
oi^;an  at  Eye,  where  he  remained  only  two  years,  being  in 
1789  appointed  to  the  oi^^  recently  erected  by  Green 
at  Wisbech.  For  this  office  there  were  at  first  no  fewer 
than  nineteen  candidates ;  but  when  it  was  onderBtood 
that  Mr.  Quest  was  one,  and  that  they  were  to  undergo 
an  examination  by  Dr.  Randall,  in  St.  Mary's  church, 
Cambridge,  they  all  withdrew  their  claims  except  three. 
Mr.  Guest,  having  performed  several  difficult  pieces  of 
music,  was  recommended  to  the  capital  burgesses  of 
Wisbech  by  Dr.  Randall,  and  by  them  accepted.  He  has 
ever  since  resided  in  Wisbech,  where  he  is  celebrated 
aa  a  teacher  of  the  piano-forte,  and  as  an  extemporary 
performer  on  the  organ.  Mr.  Gue&t  is  the  aathor  of  a 
variety  of  musical  publications,  which  have  been  well 
received ;  amongst  others,  six  grand  pieces  for  a  full  mili- 
tary band,  as  well  as  several  admired  glees,  duets,  and 


Jahbs  Nashith,  D.D.  a  former  rector  of  Leverington, 
was  a  divine  and  antiquary,  bom  in  1740,  and  educated  1 
at  Corpus  Chiisti  collie,  Cambridge :  he  published  an 
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etlition  of  the  "  ItioerarieB  of  Symon,  son  of  SiineM, 
"  and  William  eS  Worcester,"  and  of  "Tanoer's  Notitia 
"  Monastica."  He  fonned  a  catalogue  of  the  manuacripts 
in  ardibishop  Parker's  library,  in  the  same  college  of 
Corpus  Christi,  which  waa  printed  at  the  univenity  picas 
in  1777,  at  the  expense  of  the  collie;  bewdes  which, 
be  published  a  charge  dehvered  by  him  as  cbainnan  of 
the  quarter  sessions  at  Wisbech,  in  1799,  on  the  duties 
of  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  an  examination  of  the 
statutes  in  force  relating  to  the  assize  of  bread.  He 
died  at  Leveringtoa  in  1808,  and  was  buried  in  the 
chancel  there. 

Majoi^Qeneral  Thomas  Hardwicke,  the  brother  of 
Dr.  Hardwicke,  of  Wisbech,  has  generally  spoit  the 
period  of  his  relaxation  from  pabbc  duties  at  this  place, 
so  that  he  may  almost  be  considered  as  one  of  its  in- 
habitants. His  public  services  claim  considerable  respect. 
He  entered  early  into  the  royal  artillery  in  the  East  India 
company's  service,  on  the  Bengal  eatablishment,  and  was 
appointed  liouteliant  and  fire-worker  in  September  1778. 
In  1794  hQ  was  made  captain,  and  major  in  July  1804; 
lieutenant-colonel  in  September  following;  colonel  in 
the regiment2lst  April  1817,  and  major-general  in  1819. 
In  September  1781,  this  <^cer  marched  with  the  de- 
tachment from  Bengal,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Pearse,  to  join  the  army  at  Madras,  cwnmanded  by 
Sir  Eyre  Cootc.*  He  waa  present  in  August  1781,  at 
the  siege  and  capture  of  Trepasore,  and  in  the  battle 

■  Sab  Ihs"  Rojil  MiliUij  Cilenjar,  contaiiiiigtlieunicMind  prognn 
"  of  tlic  GEsenli,  Coloaeli,  indMBJonof  tlia  arm j, KCordiog (o (eniaiit;, 
"  (IBiO)  :"  bDta  blander  U  here  coDimittod  ;  the  bet  beiot,  that  lienHnul 
Hirdwicki  marched  from  Benn&l  in  Febnurf  1781,  indjained  the  umj 
nemr  Midru  in  Angnit  following  ;  in  tbe  ume  month,  tbs  b^Cle  of  Feiio- 
"  baacam  ud  tli«  «ge  of  T 
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of  Perinbaucum,  against  the  army  of  Hyder  Ally.  In 
September,  he  was  in  the  action  with  the  same  army  on 
the  plains  of  Sholinghur ;  in  November,  at  the  capture 
of  Chettore,  in  the  Poluou ;  and  in  the  cannonade,  10th 
January  1782,  of  the  Swamps,  on  the  march  to  relieve 
Vellore.  In  Jane  1783,  he  was  at  the  assault  on  the 
French  lines  at  Cuddalore,  and  engaged  in  the  trenches, 
when  attacked  by  that  garrison.  In  1790,  he  proceeded 
with  a  detachment  of  Bengal  artillery,  to  join  the  army 
at  Madras  under  the  command  of  general  Sir  William 
MedowB ;  was  present  at  the  capture  of  the  several  forts 
of  Carvor,  Dseraporum,  AiiTa-coochy,  Erode,  Caunbatour, 
and  Settimangalum.  He  was  with  colonel  Hoyd's  de- 
tachment in  the  cannonade  of  I3th  September,  against 
the  army  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  at  the  acUon  of 
the  following  day  near  Shao»i,  on  the  march  to  form 
a  re-junction  with  general  Medows.  He  was  in  the 
attack  of  15th  March  1791,  on  Tippoo's  lines  before 
Seriogapatam,  and  at  the  tiJciog  of  Ooliadroog  on  the 
18th  June.  In  December  1796,  he  was  at  the  inves- 
titure of  Sevemdroi^,  and  in  the  same  month  appointed 
commissary  of  ordnance  by  lord  Comwallia,  and  put  in 
charge  of  the  magazines  of  Bangalore.  In  1793,  he 
returned  to  Bengal,  and  was  by  lord  Comwallis  appointed 
adjutant  and  quarter-master  of  artillery.  He  was  present 
in  1794,  in  the  RohiUa  battles  in  Rohilcund,  near  Be- 
lowra,  then  holding  the  rank  of  captain.  In  1797,  he 
was  appointed  ct»umissary  of  ordnance,  in  which  situation 
he  continued  until  declining  health  obliged  him  to  return 
to  Europe  in  1803.  He,  however,  again  returned  to 
Bengal  in  1606.  On  5th  July  1816,  he  was  appointed 
acting  commandant  of  the  raiment  of  Bengal  artillery, 
and  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major-general  bears 
date   the  20thXAugust  1S19.     On  the  26th  February 
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1820,  thin  gsllant  officer  wu  appointed  to  the  BlalT,  as 
commaiidant  of  artillery,  consisting  of  three  battalions  of 
European  foot  artillery,  and  one  bri^de  of  six  troops 
of  horee  artillery,  which  command  he  held  until  his 
return  to  Europe  in  January  1824.* 


*  Tlis  eoDpilcr  hu  for  aiaii;  jstn  enjojed  the  pUuara  of  ■  perKiaa] 
■cqimintUKa  with  majar-gensnl  llmidirickfl,  ud  it  ■Sard*  bin  the  higfaeat 
■MiibctiaB  to  nbjoin  tlia  fbllDwing  pvngnph,  aztnctad  tron  tbe  gnreni- 
■•at  gaiMle  of  Hidni,  dated  lit  Janmrr  1B14,  accordiag,  ■■  it  so  tall; 
doM  in  t*»Tj  rriipKt,  with  hii  ow»  MotiiMnti,  •■  of  all  who  kaov  the 
(tBenl'i  public  and  piini«  chuactM.  "  OacambM-  IBih  18t3.  Tbii 
"  ■oning  a  little  atUr  gas-Sra,  major-genenl  Haidwickc,  Uw  coaukandaat 
"of  the  aTtiUer]r,flmbaTfced  on  boardtlieiteaiD  boat  Diana,  tor  tbe  pnrpoas 
"of  joining  tha  hoaaanblacoDpaaj'iilup, 'ThalnaaOraniille.'atSaajar, 
"  tnm  the  tea  pte  to  Fort  Willian,  uodar  a  aaliua  of  tUrtecn  gnat  ftom 
"  the  batteriaa,  is  which  ahip,  the  general,  accompanied  by  tbe  R«t.  J- 
"  Paraon,  late  aaiiioT  precvdency  chaplain,  Mra.  Faraou,  and  &bu1j,  it  pro* 
"  ceeding  to  England.  Tha  gallant  genenl  origioallj  came  to  Ihia  cosatrj 
"  in  the  year  177%,  and  now  Tetsma  home,  after  a  period  of  uearif  half  ■ 
•■  nDUaj,  during  which  be  baa  filed  aarual  of  the  noat  iapoilaBt  oScra 
"  in  tbe  militarj  departmentof  the  alate,  with  the  greataat  credit  to  bit 
"  rspatatioo,  and  with  tbe  approbatioo  of  aacceaaire  garenioii,  while  be 
"  baa  reconunended  himaclf  to  all  b;  hia  Drbasity  and  poliabcd  mannen.  He 
"  leaveana,  deeplj  regretted  byall  hia  fiienda  :  enamiea,  we  finnlj  believe, 
"  be  baa  none."  The  general  hia  •!•«,  in  an  eoineut  degrae,  ctdtiratad  the 
bellea-lettiea  amidat  Ibe  din  of  ama,  and  ia  bUow  of  a  aocietj  called  the 
Royal  Aaiatic  Society,  recently  eatabliahed.  Thia  inalitudon  ia  at  proaoni 
ia  ita  infancy,  bat  well  deaerrea,  and  ia  daily  recelTing  encouragement  from 
enlightened  penona,  who  liew  with  inlemt  any  attempt  towarda  Iha  ad- 
vancement of  acience  or  the  diffnaion  of  naefal  knowledge.  A  large  and 
commodioDa  roon  in  Gntton  Street,  London,  ia  engaged,  by  tbe  aociety  br 
their  deliberatiani,  aa  wel!  aato  firm  a  miuenin  of  iotereatiog  oriental  cari- 
onitiea,  in  wbicb  ia  a  cooeiderable  collection  of  Bormeae  idola  and  other 
curiodtiei,  taken  f^om  a  Burnieie  temple  of  worahip  in  the  late  wat ;  and 
a  committee  ia  appoinled  "  for  foreign  correapondence,  in  otinr  to  open  • 
''  constant  and  eaay  channel  of  commimication  between  the  aociety  in 
f  England,  and  individoala  who  cullirale  a  taate  for  tbe  arta,  acience,  and 
"  polite  literatnre,  but  *ba  may  be  atationed  or  trmporarilj  rending  in 
••  rarious  tinartera  of  the  globe." 
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We  cannot  close  this  biography^  without  noticing  a 
character,  who,  though  not  a  native  of  Wisbech,  spent 
his  early  life  in  a  bumble  sphere  in  this  town,  and  has 
wnce  exerted  his  talrats  in  the  cause  of  Christianity,  so 
as  to  bffliefit  the  world  at  lai^. 

Mr.  William  Ellis,  though  bom  in  London  in  1794, 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Wisbech  at  the  age  of 
four -years.  He  enjoyed  none  of  the  advantages  of 
education  beyond  the  commonest  nidiments,  nor  do  his 
juvenile  yean  furnish  any  thing  remarkable  to  interest 
At  the  age  of  twelve,  he  left' his  father's  house,  and  took 
up  his  abode  with  a  farmer  about  fourteen  miles  distant, 
where  he  remained  about  three  years,  when,  acquiring 
a  taste  for  botany,  he  engaged  with  a  gardener  in  the 
country ;  but  in  October  1811,  removing  to  London,  he 
spent  a  year  in  a  nurs^  groimd  at  Kingsland,  and  con- 
tinued there  fw  the  two  following  years;  during  this 
period  he  devoted  his  mind  to  study,  and  receiving  some 
serious  impresiions  of  religion,  his  attention  became  di- 
rected to  "  Missionary  labours."  We  know  that  strong 
mental  powers  and  intellectual  energy,  besides  piety 
'  and  zeal,  are  requisite  to  an  undertaking  of  this  nature, 
and  these  qualifications  he  seemed  to  posses* ;  for 
having  offered  himself  to  the  London  church  miivionary 
society,  and  undergone  the  customary  and  oecesiary 
examination,  he  received  directions  in  January  161S  to 
proceed  to  the  South  Sea  Islands,  his  wife  accompanying 
bim,  and  reached  Eimco,  one  of  the  Society  Islands, 
four  leagues  west  of  Otaheite,  on  13th  February  1817. 
Mr.  Ellis  having  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
Taheitean  language,  which  bears  a  close  affinity  to 
that  of  the  Society  Islands,  was  invited  to  visit  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  whose  inhabitants  are  a  most  inoffen- 
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aire,  hospitable,  and  kind-Iiearted  people,  in  order  t&at 
ke  mjf^t  piop&gato  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  theie ; 
ind  much  o(  the  advance  which  these  isisndeni  luive 
made  ii  doabtkss  to  be  ascribed  in  a  great  measute 
to  the  happy  natiital  dispositioD  with  which  they 
appear  to  be  almost  universally  endowed.  Already 
they  have  overthrown  the  flhriDes  of  their  idols,  and 
then  is  now  scaicely  a  pagan  image,  or  even  a  pagan 
rite,  to  be  found  amongst  them ;  they  feel  the  propriety 
of  covering  their  persons,  and  of  f  miming  our  costume, 
and  evince  a  ready  inclination  towards  civilized  life. 
Mr.  Eltis,  after  becoming  a  resident  at  Hawaii,  (Owyhee*) 
made  a  tour  of  that  island,  of  which  an  interesting  ac- 
eonnt  has  been  puUished  by  him.  In  the  year  1824, 
Mrs.  Ellis'  health  induced  him  to  think  of  retniDing  to 
his  Dative  land,-where  she  might  receive  medical  assist- 
ance, which  the  Sandwich  Islands  did  not  afford. 

About  the  period  of  his  intending  to  return  to  his 
native  country,  the  king  and  queen  (rf*  the  Sattdwich 
Islands  had  resolved  to  visit  the  British  dominions,  and 
Mr.  EUis  was  to  have  accompanied  them  when  they 
took  their  d^nrtnre  for  England,  but  a  passage  could 
not  then  be  procured  for  him.  Mr.  EUis,  in  his  character 
of  missionary,  had  made  a  sincere  impression  on  the  king 
and  que^  of  Hawaii,  as  is  shewn  by  their  conversion  to 
Christianity,  and  abolishii^  their  national  idolatry.  It 
is  a  strong  proof  that  the  king  possessed  great  deciuon 
of  characto',  by  his  undertaking  a  long  and  hazardous 
Ti^age  to  this  country :  this  ezpeditioa  was  prompted 
t^  an  earnest  desire  on  his  part  to  see  tcs  himself 
conntries  of  which   he  bad  beard  such  various  and 

•  Wkri  npUin  C«ok  lost  hii  Ufa. 
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mte^e8tB^;  accounts ;  to  bare  a  personal  interview  with  ' 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  to  obtain  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  commercial  transac- 
tions, and  to  make  arrangementa  with  the  British 
govemment,  for  confirming  the  cessioD  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  for  placing  himself  and  his  dominions  under 
British  protection,  and  finally  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  our  institutions.  The  king,  Tamehameha,  and-  his 
queen,  Tamehamalu,  with  their  suite,  accordingly  left  the 
South  Seas,  and  arrived  in  London  on  the  20th  May 
1824,  and  took  up  their  abode  at  the  Caledonian  hotel, 
Adelphi.  They  attended  the  public  amusements,  and 
visited  the  theatres,  dressed  in  the  European  manner, 
and  a  time  was  appointed  for  their  introduction  to  his 
majesty  king  George  IV.  Whilst  waiting  for  this  cere- 
mony, Tamehamaha,  his  qneeo,  and  most  of  their  suite, 
were  seized  with  the  measles;  every  attention  and  respect 
was  paid  to  them ;  the  king  sent  his  own  physician  to 
attend  them,  and  it  was  hoped  their  majesties  were  re- 
covering, when  inflammation  ensued,  and  terminated  in 
their  death ;  the  queen  on  the  8th  July,  and  the  king 
six  days  after.  The  government  paid  due  honoars  to 
their  remains,  and  the  Blonde  frigate,  captain  lord  Byron, 
was  ordered  to  convey  them,  with  their  suite,  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  Although  the  melancholy  death  of 
the  king  and  queen  prevented  the  accomfriisluneot  of 
the  objects  so  fully  as  might  have  been  wished,  yet  no 
unfriendly  feeling  is  likely  to  be  entertained  by  the 
people  as  to  the  cause  of  it,  fw  though  the  intelligence 
was  rrceived  in  their  own  conntry  with  sorrow,  yet 
the  hospitable  manner  in  which  the  king  and  queen 
were  received  and  treated  while  they  lived,  the  high 
respect  paid  to  their  rranains,  and  other  <token»  of 
friendship,  not  only  prevented  suspicion,  bnt  appear 
to  have  confirmed  the  attachment  and  confidence  felt 
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by  his  suite  towards  England.  A  yotingcr  brother 
about  ten  years  of  age  is  the  successor.  The  nanutive 
above  alluded  to,  which  Mr.  £lli8  has  published,  hi 
very  interesting,  sod  cannot  fail  to  awaken  respect  for 
the  office  of  the  Chriatian  missiooaiy,  and  to  ezhilut 
the  author  as  a  man  of  correct  observation  and  enlight- 
Nied  philanthropy :  it  is  entitled,  "  A  Narrative  of  a 
"  Tour  through  Hawaii,  or  Owhyhee,  with  Remarks  on 
"  the  History,  Traditions,  Manners,  Customs,  and  Lan- 
*'  guage  of  the  Inbatutants  of  the  Sandwich  Islands." 


In  a  work  entiUed  "Blome'a  Britannia,"  published  tn 
1673,  an  enumeration  is  made  of  some  of  the  principal 
families  then  resident  in  Cambridgeshire,  which  are  as 
follows : 


IM    WISB&CH, 

Anthony  Buckworth,  esq. 
Thomas  Edwards,  esq. 
Anthony  Fisher,  esq. 
Matthias  Taylor,  esq. 

IN    ELM, 

Robert  BaUm,  esq. 

IN    ELY, 

William  Wren,  esq.  chief 
bailiffoftheisleofEly. 
Charlea  Wren,  esq. 
William  Balam,  esq. 
Hmry  Hitch,  Dr.  of  Law. 
Robert  Wr^ht,  esq. 

IN    COTON, 

Simon  Wataon,  esq. 


IN    nODDINGTON, 

Sir  Sewster  Peyton,  bart. 

IN    NABCH, 

Roger  Jennings,  eaq. 

IN    CHATTBEIS, 

Michael  Hollman,  esq. 

IN    LITTLEPORT, 

Edward  Parthericke,  esq. 

IN    NBWTOH, 
William  Colvile,  esq. 

IN    OUTWELL, 

John  Fincbam,  eaq. 

IN    UPWELL, 

Peter  Dimond,  esq. 
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HighnShtrifft  far  the  Countut  of  Cambridge  and  Iluntingdan, 
vhoM  Residences  loert  in  Witbeck  and.the  Neighbourhood, 
Mince  \st  Henry  VIII.  1509,  to  the  year  1826  incluiive. 


A.D. 

1523  Anthony  Hansard,  esq. 

March 
1529  Ditto 

1593  JohnPeytoD,es(].IsIehani 
1595  Robert  Brudenell,  esq. 

Doddiogton 
1604  Sir  John  Peyton,  bait. 

ditto 
1628  lliontas    Parice,   esq. 

Wisbech 
1631  Richard  Colvile,  esq. 

Newton 
1634  RobertBalBm,e8q.Elm 
1647  Tristram  Dimond,  esq. 

UpweU 
1653  W.Fisher.esq.Wisbech 
1660  W.Colvile,  esq.  Newton 
1666  J.  Caryll,  esq.  Chatteris 
1672  Richard     Read,    esq. 

Whittlesea 
1675  C.  Turner,  esq.  ditto 
1678  T.  Wiseman,  esq.  ditto 
16SI  Robert   Swaine,  esq. 

Leveriagton 
1696  T.Hanisoa,  esq.  March 
1699  Richard  Parlett  Read, 

esq.  Chatteris 
1705  J.Walsbam,  esq.  March 
1 708  John  Jenyns,  esq.  Dod- 

dinglon 


1711  J.  Taylor,  esq.  Wisbech 
1714  John  Marshall,  junior, 

esq.  ditto 
1717  Rc^r    Laxon,     esq. 

Whittlesea 
1723  T.  Jenlunson,  esq.  Elm 
1729  James    Anthony,   esq. 

Wisbech 
1732  George   Waddington, 

esq.  Doddington 
1735  Jer.  Riss,  esq.  Thomey 
1738  R.Colvile,  esq.  Newton 
1744  R.  GiU,  esq.  Upwell 
1750  John    Sumpter,    esq. 

Walsoken 
1754  Henry  Southwell,  esq. 

Wisbech 
1757  P.  Dixon,  esq.  Upwell 
1760  Sir  P.  Vavazor,  knt 

Wisbech 
1763  Isaac  Young,  esq.  ditto 
1766  J.  Ooddard,  esq.  Elm 
1769  J.  Collier,  esq.  March 
1775  Daniel    Swaine,   esq. 

Lererington 
1781  JohnJohnsoo,esq.  ditto 
1784  Thomas  Shepheard,esq. 

March 
1790  lliomas  Ground,  esq. 

Whittlesea 
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A.D.     - 

1793  ThoitiasCole,esq.Dod- 

dingtoD 
1796  John    Gudiner,   esq. 

Chatteris 
1799  J.WfMtwood^esq.ditto 
1802  Thomas  Aveling,   esq. 

Whittlesea 
1805  J.  Marshall,  «aq.  Elm 
1808  Sir  H.  Peyton,  hart. 

Enmetb 


1811  WiUiamDnim  Gardner, 

esq.  Chatteris 
1820  Thomas  Bm-gees,  esq. 

Benwick 
1823  WilUam   Bayner,   esq. 

Wiabech 
1826  Thomas    Fryer,     esq. 

Chatteris 


So  that  ia  317  yean  there 
bare  been  nine  eheriffi  se- 
lected from  ....     Wisbech 

Six  ditto Mafch 

Six  ditto Wbittiesea 

Six  ditto    Chatteris 

Fire  ditto  ....  Doddington 
Four  ditto Elm 


Three  ditto  from  . .  Ifewton 
Three  ditto    . .    Lererington 

Three  ditto    Upwell 

One  ditto    Thomey 

One  ditto  Benwick 

One  ditto Emneth 

One  ditto Walsoken 

One  ditto lelebam. 


A/ew  of  the  Plants  growing  in  thit  Cotmty. 

Altbea  Officinalis — Marsb  Mallow, 

Aloe  Palnstris — ^Water  Sengreen,  or  Fresh-water  Solrar. 

AgrostiB  Stolenifera — Common  Couch  grass. 

Atrope  Belladama — Deadly  N^igbtjihade. 

Arenarea  Marina — Sea  Sandwort,  sold  as  Samphire. 

Artes  Tripolium — Sea  Starwort. 

Artimonia  Maritima — Sea  Wormwood. 

Canim  Carre — Canaways, 
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CwdutiB  Acaulis — Dwarf  Carline  Thistle. 

Crocos — Saffron,  formerly  mach  cultivated  in  this  county. 
Camelina — Treacle  Wormseed,  in  the  oaier  holta. 

Conyza  Paln8tns~-Bird'8  T<Higae>  about  Chatteris. 

Caltha  Palustris — Marsh  Marigold. 

CaryophilluB  Holoateus — Stickwort,  in  the  fen^ 

Eleaginus  Cordi — Sweet  Willow,  in  the  low  parts  of  the  isle ;  this 
nsed  to  be  pat  among  clothes  to  communicate  a  sweet  scent. 

Frankenia  Levis — Sea  Heath. 

CHycyrrhiza  Vulgaris — Liquorice,  formerly  planted  in  great 
quantities  in  Elm. 

isatis-'Woad. 

Meoyanthes  Nymphoides — Fringed  Water  Lily. 

Trifoliftta— Marsh  Trefoil. 

Millefdium  Palnstre— Hooded  Water  Milfoil,  in  the  ditches. 

Aquaticum — Horse-tail  Water  Milfoil,  in  stag- 
nating waters. 

Mymphea  Lutea — Yellow  Water  Lily. 

Potentilla  Anserina — Silver  Weed,  or  Ooose  Grass. 

RanuDcnlus    Flammeus  Major — Great  Spear  Wort^  in  the 
ditches. 

Statice  Armeria— Thrift. 

Stratoites  Aloide— Water  Aloe. 

Scordium — Water  Germander,  in  osier  holts  about  Ely. 

Sysimbrum  Sylvestre — Creeping  Water  Rocket. 

Sanchas  Palnstris — Marsh  Sow  Thistle. 

Triticum  Repens — Conch  Grass. 

Valeriana  Diorca — Marsh  Valerian. 


The  isle  of  Ely  is  divided  into  four  hundreds  and  thirty^ 
two  parishes  or  hamlets,  as  follows : 
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-mr 


Sonth  Put 

of 

Witchford 


North  Part 

of 
Witchford 


KlyTrinityuid  College 
Ely  St.  Mary's  and  " 

Stuntney    

LittlepoK   

Downham 

Witchfoid 

Witcham    

Coveney 

Wentworth    

Mepal     

Manea    

Sutton    

Haddeuham  

WilbnrtoD 

Stretham    

Thetford     

March    

Wimblington     .... 

DoddingtoD    

Beawici     

Chatteris    

Wisbech  St.  Peter'B 
Wisbech  St.  Msry's 

Leverington   

Parson  DroTe    .... 

Newton 

Tid  St.  Giles 

Ehn    

Outwell 

Unwell  

Welney&WelchesDani 

Wbittlesea     

and 
Thomey 


3i'M 
1460 
9364 
1360 
401 
473 
326 
1.39 
406 
657 
1 157 
1726 
466 
876 
229 
3860 
859 
676 
614 
3283 
6516 


676 
368 
781 


1148 
468 
6276 


13931 
7248 


Total       32       46913 


In  Ely,  and  Sonth  Part  of  Witchford  16,654 

Vorth  Part  of  Witchfoid,  Wisbech,  and  libertiea  >      30M9 

of  Whittlesea  and  Thomey    i     — —Z. 

46,913 
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HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 


PARISHES  IN  THE  mMGDIATE  VICINITY  OF  WI3BECH ; 


WISBECH  SAINT  MARY'S, 

Situate  ia  the  fields,  about  two  miles  north-west  of 
the  town  of  Wisbech  Saint  Peter's.  On  the  north  brink 
of  the  great  river,  between  St.  Peter's  and  St.  Mary's, 
stood  an  ancient  mansion,  called  "  White  Hall,"  hereto- 
fore the  residence  of  a  /amily  of  some  note  of  the  name 
of  Everord,  settled  here  as  early  as  A.n.  1300.  The  name 
of  John  Everard,  esq.  occars  in  certain  preeentmenU  re- 
lative to  straitening  the  river,  in  1438  ;*  and  when  king 
Edward  VI.  granted  the  charter  to  the  town  of  Wisbech, 
Richard  Everard,  esq.  was  therein  nominated  oneof  the  ten 
men,  his  name  standing  second,  and  next  to  the  brother  of 
the  then  lord  bisbop-t    An  h^fess  of  the  Everard  line 

*  D^dda,  p.  SIB.  Sm  paga  33.  ThU  ftiulj  lu>d  veij  eoMidtnble 
poinuiOM  ta  Wtifcoeh  ind  the  ntlghhnaiheoJ,  «nJ  the  ntme  i»  often  man- 
tiaaed  io  old  pmaatmaU.    Fittoa  hill,  in  Lereriiigton,  beloii^  to  tbii 

f  8m  page  174.  Alw,  lUehiTd  Enrajd,  mq.  in  1A66,  gave,  hfhit  will, 
hii  mmat  of  Ffttoa'a,  in  Wi^enhall  SL  Oenun'a,  in  Hmhland,  to  Jobs 
Ercnid,  on  wboae  dMtli  witboat  ims,  Hmrj  ETenid,  of  linitead,  in 
SaSolk, faia GOiufai, » atated  to hnta beeoma hia hair.    Parfcia*.  p.S10. 
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intennamed  vith  Bnckworth,  which  tnnsfared  this 
estate  into  ihe  latter  family.  la  1599,  the  name  of 
Everard  Bnckworth,  esq.  occnra  amongst  the  capital 
bni^esses  of  Wisbech.  Theophilus  Bnckworth,  Inahop 
of  Dramore,  in  Ireland,  is  said  to  have  died  at  Whitehall 
in  the  year  1652 ;  and  dame  E«tfaer,  widow  of  Sir  John 
Bnckworth,  died  poBseased  of  this  estate  in  1691.  In 
1703,  ThMuas  Bnckworth,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  sold 
the  manor  and  estate  of  White  Hall  to  Mr.  Robert  Harris, 
of  London.  *  The  title-deeds,  which  are  preaerred, 
describe  this  property  aa  "all  that  manor,  or  site  of  a 
"manor,  or  manor  house,  called  White  Hall,  with  the 
"  courts,  profits,  and  perquisites  of  courts,"  be.  The 
estate  remained  in  the  family  of  Harris  until  1786,  when 
it  passed  by  will  to  the  late  Christopher  Hand,  esq.f  of 
Cbereley,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  whose  widow  is 
now  in  possession  of  it.  The  old  hall  was  taken  down 
about  the  year  1807,  and  the  materials  employed  in 
building  a  modem  farm  house,  still  retainii^  the  name 
of  White  Hall,  which,  with  the  estate,  is  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  an  intelligent,  upright, 
and  honest  man.  With  the  writings  of  this  estate  is 
a  deed  (withont  date)  under  the  hand  and  seal  <i 
Thomas  Buckworth,  relative  to  a  right  which  probably 
had  been  exercised  in  more  ancient  times,  and  then  by 
him  renewed,  whereby,  in  consideration  of  two  pounds, 
he  granted  "  all  those  his  swans  and  cygnets,  white  and 
"  S^Yr  marked  with  the  anchor,^  swimming,  remaining, 

■  HiiBOBDBaBtiB  WutMckchnrckUBiMUinudiap^tHT'. 

t  Mr.  Hmi  muried  m  dangbtei  of  Martin  Folkei,  aiq.  en  tasafli*  tjl 
the  prrieDt  buonct.  Tha  funilf  of  Folkai  Ibnuirlj  nwidad  at  Cbaralej. 
of  whon  dicni  are  Mveral  Btamoiiali  ia  tba  puuh  chsrch. 

J  No  penoa  maj  IwTe  a  iwan  mark,  ezwpt  be  biTs  land*  of  tba  jearij 
valiH  of  Ctc  uafka,  aod  unleu  it  be  bjr  pant  of  tbe  king,  orbia  oSccn 
hwfullj  autborUtd,  oi  by  pracriptios.    SUtute  Sid  Edwvd  IV.  cagr.  6. 
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**  oi  being  in,  open,  or  about  tbe  river  of  Owm,  in  tbe 
"  isle  of  Bly,  or  in,  npcHt,  or  about  any  other  river  or 
"  rivers,  brooks,  waters,  or  places,  within  the  said  connty 
"  of  Cambridge,  or  elaewhere,  wiUiin  the  kingd(»a  of 
"  England;  and  ail  rights,  royttltieB,  &c.  to  the  aaid 
"  Bwana  and  cygnets,  and  gains  of  swans  and  cygnets 
i'  in  any  irise  belonging,  together  with  the  afoiesaid 
"  swan  marics,  *  for  tbe  use  of  the  said  Robert  Harris, 
"  his  heirs,  and  assigns  for  ever."*!-  A  certain  part  of 
the  tnmpike  road,  between  Wiabech  Saint  Haiy's  and 
the  adjoining  town  a£  Thomey  beycmd  Guyhim,  is  called 
Peakirk  drove;  {  which  causeway  most  probably  to(4c  its 
name  irom  Pega,  the  sister  of  St.  Oathlac,  a  odebrated 
saint,  bom  a.  d.  673.  The  Earlier  years  of  this  saint 
•mn  employed  ia  the  ez^cin  of  anus,  and  military 
studieo.  Tired,  however,  with  this  laborious  calling, 
Ontblao  bade  adieu  to  war  and  bloodshed,  and  declared 
he  would  DO  longer  fight  under  any  other  banner  than 
that  of  religion.  No  argument  could  dissuade  him  from 
bis  resolaUon,  and  in  a.  d.  697,  he  retired  to  the  famous 
mwiosteiy  of  Reptw,  in  Derbyshire,  and  aiming  at  stilt 
greater,  austerities,  determined  to  lead  an  eremitical  life, 
choosing  for  his  place  of  retirement  the  isle  of  Cn^land, 
at  that  time  an  uninhabited  plac^.  St.  Guthlac  had 
by  this  time  obtained  great  reputation  for  his  sanctity, 
and  was  in  high  esteem  with  king  Ethelbald.    At  the 


'  Sfrau  on  the  Tlunui  hire  for  iget  bean  protected  u  mjtl  preptrty. 
If  ■  irild  •mn  U  l*luni,  ud  muked,  ud  tamed  looae  in  the  lim,  the 
swner'i  propeKy  in  bin  itill  continaei,  and  it  i«  not  Uwltal  tat  inj  one  ebe 
to  take  him.    Biidotnu'i  Ctmmmtaria,  toI.  li.  p.  S9t. 

t  The  infciBition  reUtiTC  to  White  Hell  wu  kindlj  fumiihed  ij 
T.  Inluid,  ciq.  of  St^dei  Inn. 

1     t  ltWH*onMtinaac^ledBIwkdio«o,Eram  thennttmof  the  wil,  being 
of  that  coloDi.    Sm  iIm  peg"  ^^^ 

2f2 
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expiration  of  fifteen  years  from  the  time  St.  Gathhd 
took  pOBsession  of  the  hennitage,  his  life  terminate*}, 
and  in  a.  d.  714  this  cbriBtian  bero  breathed  his  last. 
Hia  BiBter  P^a  took  the  proper  care  of  his  interment, 
and  king  Ethelbald  founded  and  endowed  the  abbey  at 
Ciowland  to  his  honor.  She  had  also  a  reUgieus 
bonse  or  cell*  dedicated  to  her ;  wbicb  was  demcdidted 
in  early  times,  and  absorbed  in  tbe  larger  one  of 
Peterborough,  A  villa^  near  the  site  of  this  cell,  lying 
about  six  miles  N'.N.W.  from  Peterborough,  between  the 
property  of  the  Thomey  and  Crowland  abbies,  appeare 
also  to  have  beat  indebted  to  her  for  its  name, "  Pea-kii^," 
that  is  to  say,  "  Pega's  Chorcb." 

The  church  of  Wirisech  St  Mary's  ia  a  neat 
building  of  sttme,  connsting  of  a  square  towtr,  in 
which  hai^  five  bells,  on  it  is  a  small  leaden  spire, 
and  croBs  of  lead ;  the  side  aisles  are  separated  from 
the  nave  by  four  wide  arches,  otct  each  of  whkh  is 
one  of  those  grotesque  figures,  so  often  observable 
in  ancient  charches.  The  nave  and  north  aisle  are 
covered  with  lead,  and  the  soudi  with  slate.  The 
interior  of  the  church  is  neatly  fitted  op  with  pews, 
all  of  which  are  .  painted  of  an  unifoim  wainscot 
colour,  and  tbe  floors  of  the  letpective  seats  are  made 
comfortable,  by  being  covered  with  boards  above  the 
ancient  brick  floor,  at  tbe  expense  of  the  worthy  vicar 
Dr.  Jobson.  The  font  is  of  ancient  workmanship. 
Divine  service  is  performed  once  on  eveiy  Sunday, 
alternately    morning  and    afternoon.    The  chancel  is 


*  CvlU  wen  baoMi  tlut  bekm^d   to  fn*t  abb*;!. 
Into  tbeie  ccUi  the  Bunilu  of  the  ■bbeji  unt  coloniei  when  tl»j  wett  im 
miii'li  cmrded. 
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divided  from  the  nare  by  a  handsome  arch,  the  npper 
part  of  which  is  fitted  up  with  a  ekreen,  whereon  is 
painted  the  decalogue,  with  a  rude  punting  of  Moses 
and  Aaron  standing  on  each  side :  the  former  is 
represented  with  the  table  of  the  ten  commandments  in 
his  hand,  as  descending  from  the  mount,  and  horns* 
issuing  from  his  head.  This  is  now  only  a  chapel  to 
Wisbech'  St  Peter's,  though  it  is  said  to  have  been  the 
mother  church,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  f  There  ttn- 
QO  mural  monuments  in  the  church.  In  the  chaocel 
are  marble  slabs  to  the  memory  of 

Dr.  BuU,  a  former  ricar,  who  died  in  1749,  aged  66. 
Rev.  Edmund  Brewster,  in  1793. 

Daniel  Thorpe,  in  1807. 

Mary,  his  widow,  in  1818,  aged  80. 

The  altar  is  railed  in,  end  has  one  step,  and  within' 
is  a  tombstone  to  the  memory  of  a  younger  branch  of 
a  family  who  were  fonnerly  very  reapectable  inhab- 
itants of  this  parish,  viz.  Daniel  Hardy,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  IS,  in  the  year  1767.  On  the  south  side 
of  the  communion  taUe  is  a  small  arched  recess,  probably 
used  heretofore  for  the  holy  water.  Below  the  steps, 
in  the  tniddle  of  the  chancel,  lies  an  old  stone,  disrobed 
of  an  inscription.  In  the  body  of  the  church  are  the 
foUowii^  marble  slabs  to 

*  Eaodiu  cbap.zKxiT.T.  19.  "Wfa«nHowic*me  down  &M1  the  mount,  be 
"  wilt  not  that  lbs  «kuioflui  hca  aboat,"  ttc  Tha  L«tinTDlgit«nnidBn 
(bo  tiuiUtfon  "harati,"  bj  canSning  tha  hiih  of  tho  Hobnw  word,' 
vbicb  (ipiifiad  in  genenl  "  nTad."  From  mwtiting  that  tmiiUlian,  tha. 
ItalUn  ptintcl*  (whom  olhen  hmvc  ignonntlj  Mowed,)  were  Kcaatoned 
to  reprcMnt  HoMi  with  "honf,"iiiilmdof  "ny^"  of  sloiioiuligbk 

tColet'1133. 
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Jolm  Gardiner,  gent,  who  died  tn  1703. 

Jnemiah  GronndB,  sea.  in  1809,  aged  66. 

Susanna,  his  wife,  in  1824,  aged  70. 

Alicia  Grounda,  wife  of  Jeremialt  Groonds,  jon.  in 

1817,  aged  36. 
Jeremiali  Onmnds^jun.  herbuaband,  in  16:^,  aged  33. 

Also  in  the  north  aiale  are  slabs  to  John,  Thomas, 
and  Frances  Cheeseman,  the  last  of  whom  died  in  1827. 

In  the  church  yard  are  Tarioni  tombetoftea,  to  the 
memory  of  the  families  of  Ciily,  Marriott,  Skells,  and 
Abbot;  and  on  the  south-east  comer  is  a  freestMie  altar 
tomb,  with  an  ioBcription  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  3ob.a 
Hardy,  who  died  in  1726. 

Bishop  MawBOn  issued  certain  articles  of  inqniiy 
respectii^  the  number  and  sorts  of  dissenten  in  1755, 
n^en  the  churchwardens  of  Wisbech  St.  Mary's  returned 
in  answer,  that  there  were  ninety  families  in  their  parish, 
fifteen  of  which  were  called  Culiinil«s,  a  sect  so  Uttlfe 
known,  that  Mr.  Bentham,  in  his  work,  transcribe  the 
following  account  of  their  founder.* 

"The  Cnlimites  were  so  called  from  their  founder,  one 
"  David  Only,  who  lived  about  ttie  time  of  the  revo- 
"  lution,  and  was,  as  I've  been  informed,  a  native  of 
"  Gnyhim,  (a  hamlet  of  Wisbech  St.  Peter's)  most  of 
"  the  inhabitants  of  which  place  became  his  foUowers, 
"  and  many  also  from  Wbittlesea,  Wisbech  St.  Haty's, 
*'  Outw«ll,  and  Upwell,  until  at  length  his  flock,  (hmt  very 
"  small  beginnings,  was  increased  to  700  or  800.     But 

*  3aa  SuTenton'i  Appmdiz  to  Bentbun'i  Ely. 
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«  aioee  bia  death*  trhich  happened  about  1 71S,  it  has  been 
"  contlnaally  on  the  decline,  and  is  now  bo  much  reduced, 
"  that,  accordiog  to  the  account  returned  in  by  the 
"  chuTcbwardens,  there  are  not  above  fifteen  families  of 
"  this  sect  remaining  in  the  diocese  of  Ely,  who  all  dweU 
"  at  Wisbech  St.  Mary's  and  Gayhim.  Darid  Culy 
"  lended  generally  at  Gnyhim,  where  he  had  a  meeting 
"  booee,  and  was  ih  such  esteem  among  his  followers,- 
"as  to  be  stiled  'the  Bishop  of  Ouyhim.'  As  to  his 
"  doctrine,  it  differed  very  little,  I  believe,  troat  that  of 
"  the  AnabeptastB,  to  which  sect,  I  have  been  told,  he 
"  cniginally  belonged.  I  once  saw  a  bo(4  written  by 
"JDand  Culy,  wherean  his  notions  were  particulaiiy 
*'  described." 

It  is  useful  to  record  public  gifts  and  benefactions,  in 
order  not  only  to  preserve  them,  as  far  as  can  be,  from 
devouring  time,  but  to  animate  others,  by  exunple,  to  a 
worthy  emulation  of  such  charitable  works,  pleasing,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  to  God  and  man.  In  this  parish  will  be 
found  the  following 

BENEFACTIONS. 

John  Bend,  of  Wisbech  Murrow,  yeoman,  by  his  a.d. 
will,  gave  certain  lands  to  the  use  of  the  poor  in  Witbech  1593. 
Murrmo,  GuyAim,  I%oloma3  Drove,  and  LevermgtoH 
Panon  Dnmt ;  and  after  declaring  that  he  had  made  a 
feoffment  to  Thomas  White  and  others,  of  a  cottage  and 
sixty-one  acres  of  land  in  Wisbech  Murrow,  in  Fenhall 
field,  and  three  acres  and  a  cottage  in  Chapel  field,  to 
the  use  of  himself  and  Margaret,  his  wife,  for  their  lives 
and  the  longest  liver ;  afW  which,  it  was  his  will,  that 
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the  fe(^Gsea  should  let  the  same  yeariy,  or  -for  not  above 
ten  years,  and  to  demite  the  fifty-eight  acres  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  Wisbech  aforesaid,  to  be  employed 
towarda  making  a  stock  to  keep  the  poor  on  work  ;  or 
else  (if  not  against  the  laws  of  the  realm)  to  distribute 
the  yearly  profit  to  such  poor  people  inhabiting  within 
Murrow,  Gufhinif  Thoiomat,  and  St.  Mary't  in  Wisbech, 
as  were  there  bors,  or  there  continuing  for  six  years 
togethw,  without  relief;  and  fw  d^ault  of  such  not 
having  need,  the  rents  to  be  employed  where  most 
needful,  in  discharging  any  common  charge,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  feoffees:  and  the  profits  of  the  said 
cottage  and  three  acres  in  Chapel  field  to  be  bestowed 
to  such  purposes  before  mentioned,  and  to  such  like  poor 
inhabiting  in  Murrow  only.  The  testator  then  declared 
that  he  had  made  a  feofiineut,  and  willed  a  cottage  and 
sixteen  acres  in  Leverington  Parson  Drove,  to  similar 
uses,  for  the  poor  of  Parson  Drove,  and  thereupon  di- 
rected, that  when  four  or  five  of  the  feoffees  of  Wisbech 
or  of  Parson  Drove  should  die,  the  survivors  should 
make  ovet  the  estate  to  eight  or  teu  other  inhabitants, 
by  deed,  one  of  which  to  be  in  tlie  custody  of  the  ten 
men  of  the  town  of  Wisbech,  and  thur  successors.  And 
if  his  gift  might  not  stand,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
realm,  or  should  be  frustrated,  then  he  willed  his  lapds 
and  tenements  to  the  ten  men  of  the  town  of  Wisbech, 
and  their  successors,  to  be  let  with  others  of  their  lands, 
to  be  employed  for  the  intents  expressed  in  his  will. 
This  charity  is  distributed  on  St.  Thomas'  and  new 
Candlemas-day  in  every  year,  according  to  the  donor's 
will.  The  present  surviving  trustees  are  Messrs.  Hiomas 
Williamson,  Abraham  Culy,  John  Morris,  and  John 
JtfpUingworth. 
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Thomas  Har&y,  of  Tbolomas  Drove,  gent,  by  will,  a.d. 
gave  four  acres  of  pasture  io  Richey  field,  in  the  same  1726. 
hamlet,  also  a  lot  of  eight  acres  of  marah  in  Wisbecli 
high  fen,  to  certain  tmsteeci,  upcMi  trusty  to  keep  six  or 
more  potv  children  o(  Winbech  St.  Mary's  at  school 
with  the  schoolmaster,  who  was  to  be  placed  in  the 
school  house  then  lately  built  at  his  expence;  and  when 
the  trustees  were  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors  should 
grant  over  the  said  lands  to  the  use  of  themaelvea  and 
three  new  trustees.  The  said  four  acres  never  to  be 
ploughed,  nor  the  eight  acres  let  to  be  burnt  or  cut  up  in 
turves.  Other  eight  acres  were  also  afterwards  inclosed 
from  the  commons  of  Wisbech  St,  Mary's,  and  added  to 
the  above  gift.  In  1791  new  trustees  were  appointed, 
who  disposed  of  the  rents  of  the  three  pieces  of  land 
in  keeping  certain  poor  children  at  school,  and  placing 
them  with  the  schoolmaster  in  the  school  boose  built  by 
the  same  Ttunoas  Hardy.  When  the  trustees  were 
reduced  to  three,  new  ones  were  directed  to  be  af^ 
pointed.  The  present  master,  Mr,  John  Barman,  was 
elected  to  Uie  said  school  on  the  24th  of  May  1819,  at 
which  time  certain  additional  rules  were  drawn  up  by 
the  trustees  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  schooL  The 
present  surviving  trustees  are  Thomas  Beakley  the 
younger,  Joseph  Beakley,  John  Moms,  John  Holling- 
worth,  Thomas  WilUamson,  Christopher  Thorpe,  WilUam 
Culy  the  younger,  Samuel  Marriott,*  Henry  Walker 
Marriott,  and  Joseph  Oilby, 


*  Than  11  a  brid^  at  Gnjldn,  callad  "Haniotl'i  Briggn,"  leadint 
la  Tboknu  Dion,  nantiased  by  that  ama  w  aarij  ai  1438.  Dssdal*, 
p.311. 
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GUYHIRN^  THOLOMAS   DROVE,  ANI> 
MURROW, 

Abb  lutmleU  belon^ng  to  Wubech  St.  Peter's,  &nd 
adjoining  to  Wisbech  St.  Mary's,  lying  between,five  and 
BIX  miles  distant  froiu  St.  Peter's,  of  which  the  dean 
and  chapter  o(  Ely  hare  the  manor.  The  turnpike  road 
leading  from  Wisbech  to  Thoraey  passes  through  these 
hamlets,  which  consist  of  a  few  scattered  houses  along 
the  rood.  At  Ouyhim  is  a  neat  chapel  for  the  perform 
mauce  of  divine  serrice,  built  in  1666,  in  the  gift  of  the 
Ticar  of  Wisbech,  and  the  incumbency  having  be«k 
augmented  by  queen  Ann's  bounty,  is  now  worth  about 
£80.  per  annum,  intended  to  be  io(Teased  by  the  interest 
of  £  500.  move,  to  be  advanced  as  soon  as  a  convenirat 
ptucbase  in  land  can  be  found.  Dr.  Jobson  has  lately 
expended  a  sum  of  money  in  repairing  and  beautifying 
the  interior  of  this  chapel,  which  altogether  fbims  a 
Very  neat  place  of  worship.  The  Rer.  Thomas  Pattenoa 
Holmes  is  the  present  incumbent. 

It  appears  there  was  formerly  a  manor  called  Tudenham 
Hall,  near  Quyhim,  of  which  Sir  RobOTt  Tudenham  was 
laid  in  10th  Edward  I.  (1281).  The  name  of  Sir 
Thomas  Tudenham,  who  held  certain  estates  at  Thol<Hn8B> 
Drove,  occurs  in  16th  Henry  VI.  (1438)  respecting  his 
liability  to  repair  a  certain  portion  of  bank  there,  be- 
ginning at  the  Fendyke.*  On  the  accession  of  Edward 
IV.  (1460)  Sir  Thomas  Tudenham  was  beheaded  with 
the  earl  of  Oxford,  for  rebellion  against  that  king,  what 
probably  his  states  were  confiscated,  as  we  hear  no- 
more  of  this  &mily. 

*  S««  p*ge  99. 
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In  fonner  tiiues,  the  roads  in  these  hatalete  were  for 
m  great  part  of  the  year  in  an  impassable  state  for 
traTelling,  no  doubt,  therefore,  the  inhabitants  living  at 
a  distance  from  their  parish  chortih  would  find  great 
convenience  in  having  the  benefit  of  religious  services 
near  their  residence  ;  accordingly,  we  find  that  a  chapet 
within  the  cure  of  Wisbech,  and  named  the  chapel  of 
Cwrpne  Christi,  wafl  founded  at  Wisbech  Murrow,  by 
the  ancestwa  of  Richard  Everard,  esq.*  and  in  1388, 
the  lord  bishop  of  Ely  licensed  the  inhabitants  of 
Murrow  hamlet  to  have  a  chaplain  or  priest  there,  to 
minister  and  celebrate  divine  service ;  and  by  the  like 
reason  of  their  distance  from  the  pariA  church  of  Wis- 
bech, the  same  privil^es  were  extended  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Quyhim  hamlet,  and  it  has  been  said,  that 
certain  lands  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  cfaapelwardens 
towards  the  finding  of  a  priest.  In  1653,  a  pension  of 
£3.  \0*.  per  annum  was  paid  to  Wilham  Susan,  "  late 
"  chantry  priest  of  Qyherae."  Capelta  Maria  Mi^alene 
de  Qnyberae,  Capella  in  Murrow,  and  Capella  apad 
Pigge's  Drove,  are  all  recorded  to  have  once  existed.t 
At  the  latter  place,  a  Ucense  was  granted  in  1347,  for  a 
new  oratory  ;  besides  which,  there  appears  to  have  been 
another  chapel  at  a  place  called  Kilhos,  or  Kilhnehing.j: 
In  1406,  the  following  chaplains  are  recorded  as  serving 
at  the  altars  in  the  chnrches  and  chapels  of  Wisbech : 
Sir  John  Gray,  (efaa^ain  of  Quyhim)  Sir  John  Lamys- 
dale,  Sir  Thomas  Wells,  Sir  Richard  Austin,  Sir  Richard 
Lake,  Sir  Richard  Blower,  SirWilliam  Thorpe,  Sir  Wilhara 
MarlyB,  Sir  Thomas  Austin,  and  Sir  Thomas  Waleys.^ 


t  CoIm'  1I8S.     Tlw  chnidi  <a  St.  iltrj  in  the  fm  end  i»  mppiNed  to 
nhi  to  the  Gajhlm  cbqieL 

t  See  endomMUt  of  Wubech  vkin«e,  p.  t45.  f  See  Mte,  p.  l€S. 
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Mention  it  also  made  of  a  chapel  in  tiie  hundred  of 
Wisbech,  called  "Hammere,"  or  "  Haveringmere,"  to 
which  free  chapel  Sir  Philip  Tilney  presented  John 
Bwewyke,  on  the  death  of  Thomas  Cotton,  in  1390  * 
An  ancient  cross  f  ftwmerly  stood  at  Gayhirn,  about 
the  spot  where  the  Murrow  bank  meets  the  tampike 
load  leading  tbroogh  Peakirk  drove,  and  a  tower  of 
brick  was  there  built  by  bishop  Morttm,!^  where  the  new 
cut  met  the  river,  in  order,  as  it  was  said,  that  his 
lordship  might  see  his  workmen  a&r  off  in  the  lerti. 
Wisbech  Gnyhim,  Tholomas  Drove,  and  Marrow  partake 
of  the  benefit  of  the  charity  left  by  the  beforeHn^tioned 
will  of  John  Beitd. 

It  is  said  that  Guyhim  was  celebrated  in  ancient 
times  for  a  severe  engagement  between  a  Saxon  king 
and  the  abbot  of  Ely,  which  contest  seems  to  have  been 
of  no  ordinary  description,  as  the  legend  informs  us 
that  6000  men  were  broaght  into  the  field :  it  probably 
was  in  the  time  of  the  heptarchy,  and  arose  from  dis- 
putes respecting  the  boundary  of  property,  frequent  at 
such  early  periods.  In  this  rencounter,  the  abbot  is 
stated  to  have  gained  a  complete  and  decisive  victory 
over  the  prince. § 

According  to  the  population  returns  taken  in  1821, 
Wisbech  St.  Mary's,  with  Guyhim,  Marrow,  and  Tho- 
lomas Drove,  contained  1362  inhabitants,  viz.  702  males, 
and  660  females^ 


•CoIm'MSS.  t  Sea  note,  pigs  139.  ]  5m  nota,  p^e  40. 

i  Thii  uiecdola  U  gt>eo  fom  lecoUactioil,  ud  naiobantad  1^  tk 
tbc  teitimonj  of  >  leunad  friend.  Tlieie  ie  a  lecoid  of  fDcIi  hi  areat  in 
Miae  Mcient  dociment,  but  Uie  compiler  ia  at  pMieatiiuhlelorato  to  it. 
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LEVERINGTON 

Is  a  large  villae;e,  two  miles  north  of  Wisbech,  tying  iif 
the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Wisbech,  divided  into  two 
towiuhipa,  called  Leverington  St.  Leonaid's,  and  Lever- 
ington  Panon  Drove.  In  Blomefield's  Collectanea 
there  is  mention  made  of  a  license  for  criebrating 
divine  service  in  the  chapel  of  Richmond  manor,  in 
I^everington,  granted  in  1390.  In  the  fifteenth  centnry 
is  a  presentment  made  by  the  jurors  for  the  Wisbech' 
hundred,  that  John  de  Chardeleigh,  kni^t,  held  a  manor 
in  Leverington,  called  Richmonde,  of  the  value  of  one 
hnndred  shilUnga  above  reprizes;  and  that  John  Everard, 
esq.  held  the  manor  in  Leverington,  called  Fittim  Hall,  of 
the  value  of  £6.  per  annum.*  Of  Richmond  manor 
there  is  no  fiirther  ii^onnation  nntil  1632,  when  it  be- 
longed to  a  family  of  the  name  of  Carvill.  The  estate 
became  afterwards  in  the  possession  of  major  Mason,  of 
Necton,  near  Swaffham,  in  Norfolk,  who  sold  it  in  lote, 
when  the  manor,  with  the  principal  farm,  was  purchased 
by  Mr.  Qeoige  Johnson,  to  whom  it  now  belongs, 

The  church  is  a  noble  and  beauHfnl  structure,  having  an 
antique  square  tower  at  the  west  end,  flndy  jHoportioned 
and  chastely  ornamented,  on  which  is  placed  a  lofty  spire 
of  stone,  of  the  height  of  162  feet  in  the  whole,  admired 
as  one  of  the  most  elegant  in  the  isle  and  county.  <^ 
each  -corner  of  the  tower  is  a  pretty  omsiderable  round 
turret,  which  has  a  very  good  efiect.  In  the  tower  are 
five  musica!  bells.  The  nave  is  spacions,  as  is  the  chancel, 
wi^  two  side  aisles,  and  a  chapel  at  the  end  of  the  south 
aisle,  all  of  which  are  leaded.      Here  is  also  a  beautiful 
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south  porch,  boilt  entirely  of  stoBe,  with  a  priest's  chamber 
over  it,  about  twelve  feet  square,  roofed  also  with  freestone, 
and  adorned  with  spire  woi^.  The  church  is  exempt  from 
the  archdeacon's  jnrisdictioa,  and  under  that  of  the 
bishop  only.  A  saint's  bell  used  to  hang  at  the  east  &iA 
of  the  church,  by  a  small  tniret  on  the  south  aide.  He 
altar  is  on  three  steps,  and  is  railed  in. 

In  the  south  wall,  by  the  altar  steps,  are  three  de- 

■cending  archee,  where  probably  atood  some  stone  stalls : 
near  thereto  ia  a  niche  for  holy  water. 


Over  the  commanion  table  an  the  decalogue,  creed, 
and  Lord's  prayer.  Within  the  nils  are  handsome 
Biaible  slabs:  the  oae  on  the  south  side  of  the  com- 
munion table  ie  to  the  mem«y  of  Jane,  the  wife  of  the 
Rer.  Brock.  Hand,  who  died  in  1747 :  "  Quantum,  heu 
*'  quantum  desiderata ;"  and  also  to  the  said  Bnwk 
Rand,*  who  was  twenty-itine  years  rector  of  Lererington, 
and  twenty-two  of  Newton,  and  died  in  1763,  aged  £7. 
And  .that  on  the  north  ude  is  to  the  Her.  James  M asmith, 
S.  T.  P.t  vho  died  in  the  year  1S08,  aged  68.  At  the 
ibot  of  the  altar  steps  is  a  large  black  marMe  slab,  with 
a  line  drawn  down  the  middle,  and  this  inscriptum: 


In  Memory 


Of  Simon  Hardy  gwt.  who 
died  6th  March,  1727. 

Of  Elizabeth  his  reUct,whe 
died  in  1769,  aged  74, 


Of  Matthew  Hardy  gent. 

who  died  in  1736. 
Elizabeth,     dau^to*    of 

Simon  Hardy. 
Said  Simon  Hardy,  who 

died  in  1771. 


*  Se«  ■  Biognphj,'  ptga  436. 


t  Ibid,  page  439. 
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On  a  small  fruestooe,  'on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel, 
IB  ao  inacriptioB  to  the  memory  of  Henry  Pern,  whp 
died  in  1721,  having  been  forty  years  rector.  Another 
slab  to  Robeit  Wells,  M.  D.  who  died  in  1768 ;  and 
another  to  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  Eyre,  a  fonna 
i«ctor,  who  died  in  1782.  A  large  marble  Blab  records 
the  memory  of  John  Johnson  esq.  high  Bheiiff  of  the 
counties  of  Camfoiidge  and  Huntingdon  in  the  year  1771. 
"  He  had  serraiteen  children,  eight  of  which  lie  buried 
"  in  the  same  grave.  An  honest  man  and  a  good 
«  Christian."    Died  in  1786,  aged  48. 

Also  two  ancient  slabs  to  John  Simpson,  who  died 
in  1703,  and  John  Denison,  who  died  in  1716,  and  a 
recent  one,  adjoining  to  Simon  and  Matdiew  Hardy'% 
to  the  dkildren  of  Nicholas  Taylor. 

Elegant  arches  of  division  separate  the  chancel  irgi* 
tiie  south  chapel,  wherein  are  five  escutcheom  to  the 
family  of  Swaine,  and  several  moral  mimuments  to  then 
and  the  family  of  Cross,  viz. 

Robert  Swaine,  who  died  in  1706,  aged  90.  He  was 
high  sheriff  of  the  counties  of  Cambridge  and  Hun- 
tingdon in  1681. 

Thomas  Swaine,  who  died  in  172S,  aged  84.  He 
inarried  Eltzabefh,  daughter  of  Roger  Spelman,  of 
Hohne,  in  Norfolk,  who  died  in  1719. 

Another  Robert  Svraine,  who  died  in  1721-22. 

Mary,  wife  of  John  Swaine,  daughter  of  John  Tre- 
gonwell,  esq.  of  Anderson,  in  the  connty  of  Dorset, 
who  died  in  1731.* 


*  Sep  iccoant  of  the  ftaily  of  Swaine,  in  Hntcben't  Hbtot;  of  Donet. 
re.    C.ln'  MSS. 
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Also  of  the  said  John  Swaine,  who  died  in  1752. 
A  stab  to 

Spelman  Swaine,  eaq.  who  died  in  1761,  aged  6&. 
John  Swaioe,  who  died  in  1772,  aged  67. 
Monuments  to 

Daniel  Swaine,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Simon 

Taylor  of  Lynn,  and  died  in  17S2,  aged  69. 
Spelman  Swaine,  who  married  Dorothy,  dau^ter  of 
Walter  Robinson,  of  Lynn.     The  frnmer  died  in 
1803,  aged  69 ;  the  latter,  in  1808,  aged  60.    They 
had  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  smriTed  them. 
And   a  small  tablet  to   Dorothy  Swaine,   dai^ter  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  Swaine,  who  died  in  1824,  aged  67. 

Mao  to  the  family  of  Cross,  as  follows : 

A  mnral  monummt,  at  the  east  end  of  this  chapel,  to 
Thomas  Cross,  who  died  in  1633,  and  another  like 
monument,  on  the  opposite  aide,  to  Thomas  Cross,  who 
(lied  in  1743.  On  the  floor  are  slabs  to  John  Crom^ 
who  died  in  1704;  to  Edward  Cross,  and  Sarah,  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Dr.  Maasey,  of  Wisbech,  who  died 
in  1766;  and  to  another  Thomas  Cross,  who  died  in 
1768;  with  a  mmumentnl  slab  to  William  Hawkins, 
-of  Wisbech,  gest.  who  died  in  1770. 

In  this  chapel  is  a  niche,  formerly  used  for  holy  water, 
end  therein  also  stands  an  eagle,  but  not  of  braas/ 

The  nave  is  separated  from  the  chancel  by  a  handsome 
arch ;  five  pillars  on  each  side  divide  the  aides,  and 
three  pillars  the  south'  chapel  from  the  chancel.  In  the 
south  aisle  is  a  slab  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  George 
Buigess,  surgeon,  late  of  Wisbech,  who  died  in  1779, 
aged  49:  "Supema  curate  nonterrestria;"  besides  two 
or  three  slabs  to  the  family  of  Denison. 
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In  the  north  aisle  in  a  slab  to  the  memory  of  a  datighter 
of  the  Rev,  Ambrose  Goode,*  curate,  of  the  date  of  1797. 

Over  the  north  door  are  several  sentences  of  scripture: 
"  This  is  the  gate  of  the  Lord ;  the  righteous  shall  eater 
"  into  it,"  &c. 

At  the  west  end  is  a  singing  gallery,  over  which  are 
the  rc^ral  arms.  At  the  bottom  of  the  middle  aisle,  at 
the  west  end,  stands  the  font :  it  is  octagonal,  in  the 
Gothic  style,  richly  ornamented  with  tracery,  and  niches 
found  it,  in  which  are  sitting  figures  of  bishops,  Sicf 
enriched  with  pinnacles,  crotchets,  and  roses.  It  is 
ascended  on  the  west  side  by  three  stone  steps,  and  a 
platform. 

One  of  those  ancient  croSBes,{  formerly  so  general, 
used  to  stand  at  the  extremity  of  the  parish,  (near  the 
present  residenee  of  Mr.  Abraham  Ulyat)  where  the 
hamlet  or  township  of  Parson  Drove  ctunmences,  which 
went  by  the  name  of  Peter's  Cross,  many  years  Mnce 
removed. 

The  names  of  the  following  rectors  Kare  been  preserved. 

A.D. 

1429  John  Aylestone,  who  ctmtributed  la^ly  towards 
building  the  chancel,  as  well  as  erecting  the  east 
window  there. 


*  The  prsMDt  IiigUjr  uteemad  near  of  Taninffon,  Norfblk. 

t  Foati  mre  tadaUiy  idonied  with  tha  image*  of  Minti  acd  holy  nen, 
to  the  and  lh«t  iHch  u  mn  baptiied  might  luna  befora  their  a<rM  the 
repreMsUtiea  of  Ihoie  pcntma  eminent  for  holinan  ud  Tiitoa,  whosa 
■ctiMi  the;  were  ta  iaitata.     Stawlfy'i  nittiny  ef  Chvrclitt. 

t  Saa  pi|e  139. 
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A.D. 

1544  Sir  Thomu  Smith,  aecretary  to  Edward  VL  was  reettff 
four  Tears,  from  this  date  to  1549.  He  w»s  also  dean 
of  Cadiale,  and  provoet  of  Eton.  'When  he  was  rector, 
the  value  of  the  rectory  was  estimated  at  £36.  per 
aniiam  only.* 
1558  Richard   Bowler  occurs  as  rector,   and  was  buried   at 

Leveriogton  Slst  Jannarie  1609. 
1640  GeoTge  Bayley,  B.D.  About  1646.  he  was  sequestrated 
from  the  church,  and  lived  twelve  years  ander  his  se- 
questration, with  a  large  family  of  childreo,  in  greet 
hardships  and  wants,  within  two  years  of  the  restoratitn-t 
1662  John  Randolph,  M.A.  coUated  February  9tii. 

Richard  Reynolds,  presented  August  lOtb. 

1682  Henry  Pern. 

1721  John  Rustat. 

1724  Brock  Rand-J 

1764  Samuel  Fenner  Warren,  February  11th. 

John  Warren,  (on  the  resignation  of  Samuel)  May  28th ; 

afterwards  vicar  of  Wisbech,  whence  he  was  elevated 
to  the  see  of  St.  David's,  and  aflerwarda  translated  to 
that  of  Bangor, 
1770  Richard  Oram. 
1774  Ambrose  Eyre. 
1796  James  Nasmith,  D.D.% 

1808  Bowyer  Edward  Sparke,  D.  D.  This  distinguished 
scholtu*,  and  accomplished  gentleman,  was  seventh  in 
the  list  of  honours  in  the  university  of  Cambridge  in 
1782,  and  sectmd  medallist,  the  late  Riehard  PorsMi, 
with  whom  none  conld  hope  to  enter  into  a  enccesaful 
competition,  beii^  the  first.  He  has  been  Buccessively 
dean  of  Bristol  and  bishop  of  Chester,  and  now  fiUs  the 
impOTtant  see  of  Ely. 
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A.D. 

1812  John  Banks  Jenkmsoa,  D.D.  oince  d^an  of  Wor* 
cester,  and  now  bishop  of  St.  Pavid's  and  dean 
of  Durham. 

1827  John  Henry  ^ark«,  M.A.  eldest  son  of  the  lonl 
bishop  of  Ely,  and  chancellor  of  the  diocese. 

In  some  of  the  church  windows  are  considerable  rs- 
maiuB  of  painted  glass,  llie  east  window  of  the  north 
aisle,  which  is  in  the  style  of  the  fifteenth  century,  has 
been  filled  with  painted  glass,  representing  fifty  small 
figures,  at  present  mutilated  in  several  places,  and  few 
of  the  panes  are  perfect,  those  which  hare  been  broken 
being  replaced  with  plain  glass.  In  the  five  larger  lights 
are  ten  figures  of  Jewish  kings,  each  attended  by  a  saint 
or  prophet,  with  a  motto  on  a  scroU ;  some  of  them  very 
fine,  particularly  mie  holding  out  the  hand,  which*  is 
considered  most  excellently  ezecatod.  This  window  was 
probably  put  up  by  the  family  which  some  of  the  above 
figures  represented,  who  no  doobt  were  lords  of  the 
manor:  the  several  divisions  between  the  figures  are 
formed  of  vine  branches ;  the  smaller  compartments  are 
filled  with  figures  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  symbols  of  the 
evangelists.  Sec. 

In  a  north  window  of  the  chancel  are  four  figures  of 
two  women  and  th&x  husbands,  in  kneeling  postures, 
heretofore  conaideied  very  beautiful,  but  time  has  in  part 
de&ced  them.  They  were  in  the  dress  of  the  times, 
very  elegvit ;  but  the  men  in  armour,  in  both  pannels, 
are  without  any  coat  of  arms  on  their  armour.  The 
firBt  lady  is  in  a  blue  mantle,  on  which  is  a  lion  rampant 
argent,  with  an  inscription  on  a  scroll  over  their  heads. 
The  verves  are  pretty  plain :  the  picture  is  of  our  Lady, 
with  our  Saviour  in  her  lap. 

*  Bvn  U  u  dd  Englith  word  for  lip,    Chauetr, 
2u2 
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*'  Lidy,  lede  lu  w^  fro  haim, 

"  To  him  y'Kt  Uy  ded  is  ye  bann."* 

Uaderthe  figures,  the  word  "  MargBret,"  oat  of  many 
other  words  now  broken  and  lost,  is  the  (wly  one  left, 
which,  no  doubt,  was  the  Christian  name  of  the  lady 
above.  On  the  mantle  of  the  second  lady  is  a  lion 
rampant.  In  a  scroll  over  their  heads  is  this  legend, 
Btill  perfect,  though  the  picture  of  St  John,  which 
ought  to  be  above  it,  is  lost. 

"  Ju,  fro  sine  make  as  fre, 

"  For  John's  lore  we  b^itised  be." 

In  the  chancel  window  was  formeriy  inscribed :  *'  Orate 
"  pro  anima  Johis  AyleBtone,  rector  istins  eccleaie,  qui 
"  banc  fenettram  fi«i  fecit,  et  edificarit  hone  caneellum. 
"  1439."* 

The  rectory  is  valnable,  and  was  in  the  patronage 
of  the  bishop  <^  Ely,  until  the  Rer.  Dr.  Sparke,  who 
held  thia  bring,  was  translated  to  that  bishopric,  when 
the  living  for  the  next  turn  became  vested  in  the  crown, 
who  presented  the  same  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jenkinaon, 
dean  of  WorceatCT;  and  the  dean  having  been  recoitly 
preferred  to  the  see  of  St.  David's,  and  the  deaunry 
of  Duibam,  the  right  of  presentation  has  reverted  to 
the  lord  bishop  of  Ely,  who  has  in  this  present  year 
<1827)  collated  the  Rev.  John  Henry  Sparke  to  the 
rectory.  By  the  taxation  of  pope  Nicholas  in  1291, 
before  mentioned,f  Leverington  is  charged  £85. 

There  are  certain  lands  in  the  parish  applied  for  the 
purposes    of  charity,  and    vested  in    feoffees,  one  of 
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whom,  who  undertakes  the  management  fin-  the  year, 
is  called  the  town-bailiff,  the  annual  value  is  at  this 
time  £290.  10<.  Out  of  the  rent  of  these  lands,  a 
•alaiy  of  £  30.  per  annum  ia  given  to  a  schoolmaster 
for  educating  poor  children ;  Mr.  Leahair  is  the  present 
Worthy  master,  and  has  sometimes  fifty  oi  nz^  childien 
under  his  care  and  instruction,  bnt  the  avenge  number 
may  be  fixed  at  forty.  Other  parts  of  these  rents  are 
applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  persons  in 
the  ^mshouses,  and  in  keeping  such  buildings  in  repair ; 
and  the  residue  for  general  purposes  relating  to  the  benefit 
of  the  poor.  There  ja  an  ancient  building  in  the  parish, 
not  far  firom  the  church,  which  shews  some  marks  of 
antiquity,  called  "  the  Guild  Hall,"  in  which  probably 
the  public  business  of  the  parish  was  formerly  transacted. 
This  is  now  converted  into  tenements  used  as  almshoases, 
and  occupied  by  parish  paupers.  There  is  a  tradition 
of  an  hospital  having  once  existed  in  this  parish,  dedi- 
cated to  St.  John  the  Baptist,*  of  which,  however,  no 
trace  now  remains,  nor  even  is  the  site  known. 

A  decoy  for  catching .  wild  fowl  used  formerly  to 
be  kept  in  this  parish.  Theae  decoys  are  generally 
formed  by  pools,  surrounded  by  wood,  and,  branching  off 
from  them  are  small  canals  or  ditches,  called  pipes.  At 
the  time  of  catching  the  fowls,  these  pipes  are  covered 
over  with  nets,  which  rest  on  hoops,  and  are  terminated 
by  a  drawing  net ;  into  these  the  wild  fowl  are  enticed 
by  various  devices,  but  the  usoal  mode  is  by  means  of 
a  decoy-duck,  trained  for  the  purpose :  this  bird  is 
taught  to  obey  the  whistle  of  the  decoy^man,  who 
tempts  it  to  awim  up  the  trapping  tunnel,  when  he  sees 

*  Tbsra  WH  «n  c4d  hoipitil,  bmf  naca  deoTad,  ud  Om  endowmoiit 
•wallowed  np,  u  luj  ba  collected  tfvn  huhop  Tuner*!  If  otitia  MosMtici, 
p.  H.    C*Ui'  MSS. 
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a  namber  of  wild  birds ;  these,  foUowuig  the  tftme  one, 
&nd  being  led  into  the  channel,  are  then  inclosed  and 
taken  by  the  net-  In  all  cases,  however,  the  tame 
duelt  does  not  sacceed  in  trepatuuDg  the  oth«8,  when 
the  man  employs  a  small  dog,  which,  by  swimming  about 
amcH^  the  rashes  and  reeds,  close  to  the  raonlit  of  the 
net,  attracU  the  wild  fowl.  The  gmend  season  for 
catching  these  is  (torn  the  end  of  October  until  February. 

The  manor  of  Fitton  before  mentioned  *  is  supposed 
to  have  been  anciently  held  by  a  family  of  that  name, 
thou^  there  is  no  record  of  it  Afterwards,  it  passed 
successively  to  the  Hodes,  Lawrences,  Everards,  and 
Buckworths,  the  latter  of  whom  were  possesMd  of  it  in 
1632.  An  old-fkdiimed  brick  building  still  retains  the 
name  of  Fitton  Hall,  but  it  appears  to  be  no  Imger 
known  as  a  manor. 

A.D.  A  chantry  heretofore  founded  was  endowed  with  reve- 
1330.  nues  for  priests  to  sing  mass  for  the  souls  of  the  donws, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  In  1374,  Sir  John  de 
Holbeek,t  Sir  Nicholas  Lowe,  Sir  lliomas  Howe^  and 
Sir  William  Edwud,  were  chaplains  of  Leveringtoc 
1469.  chantry  dtapel.  In  3Sth  Henry  VI.  the  license  for 
celebrating  divine  service  was  transferred,  j;  by  permuncM 
of  bishop  Gray,  to  the  chapel  of 

PARSON  DROVE. 

This  church  or  chapel,  now  dedicated  to  St.  Jdm  the 
Baptist,  is  a  lai^  structure,  with  ^  nave  and  aide  aisles, 
and  a  tower,  with  fire  bells  therein.     The  interior  of 

*  S«e  page  463.  t  Sm  p*ge  165. 

i  Fitton  Hall  cluAtiy  landf  were  trwufened  to  Panon  Dntc,  Lym'i 
CambriigtAin, 
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the  elinroh  was  frwli  painted  aad  ornamented  in  1825, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Ulyat,  the  churchwarden, 
when  a.  new  window  was  placed  in  the  east  end,  rejn^ 
aenting  the  emcifixion,  painted  on  glass  by  Mr.  Fedk,* 
and  presented  by  him  to  the  chnich.  The^paraonage 
house  was  rebuilt  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  late 
ioenmbent,  about  the  year  1760. 

The  Till^;e  or  township,  which  goes  by  the  name  of 
Leveiii^ton  Parson  Drove,  is  pleasantly  situated,  about ' 
seren  miles  west  of  Wisbech,  and  the  soil  sorronnding 
it'ia  most  fertile. 

The  estate  belonging  to  this  chapel  consists  ot  a 
messuage,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-ime  acres  of  land) 
in  Lererington  Parson  Drove,  Leverit^ton  St.  Leonard's^ 
and  Wisbech,  which  were  rested,  after  the  reformation, 
in  feoffees,  for  the  maintenance  o£  the  chaplain,  t«^ether 
with  eleven  acres  and  thrm  roods  of  land,  since  allotted 
in  respect  of  the  said  messuage.  Some  mismanagement 
or  misconrersion  tot^  place  in  regard  to  the  application 
of  the  rents  of  this  estate,  as  appears  by  the  f<dlowing 
decree. 

On  30th  NoT^nber,  11th  WilUam  III.  (1698)  an  in- 
quisition being  held  at  Wisbech,  by  virtue  of  his 
majesty's  commission  from  the  court  of  Chancery,  di- 
rected to  the  lord  bishop  of  Ely,  Josiah  Colvile,  John 


■  Mi.  Peck,  kreBdutof  thU  viUtge,  ii  one  of  thpM  niefbl  chanctgn 
f,  who,  bj  hu  ■bilitj  >nd  ganenl  knowledge  in  the 
leu,  reoden  hinuelf  emiaently  naeftJ,  not 
ealf  totbeialubitinttof  UMvilUga  wherehenndM, butt*  huHimmidiDf 
BB^hboan.  The  compileT  u  indebted  to  thi«  gentleman  foi  inlbinution 
Ttt^MCtii^  thistawiih^asdMBM  of  (lwK4JoiningTiIlagw. 
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Bellamy,  osq.  and  others,  for  inquiring  and  refonnation 
of  deceiu  and  breachea  of  tniit,  coneeming  Innda, 
tenementa,  and  other  things  giTsn  to  diantable  uaes, 
agreeable  to  the  act  of  43d  Elizabeth :  it  waa  then  fonnd 
that  a  niewuage,  and  direra  parcels  of  land  and  pasture, 
in  Lenringttm  Panon  Drove,  Lererington  Sl  Leooazd's, 
and  Wisbech,  in  the  said  ide,  containing,  by  ertimation. 
one  hundred  and  f<ur^-one  acrea,  with  the  appurtenances, 
were  theretofore  in  very  ancient  tboea,  by  some  pious  and 
diaritable  donor  or  donora,  given  and  settled  upon  direra 
inhabitants  of  Panon  Drove,  upon  godly  and  pious  oaee, 
but  who  was  or  were  the  doaot  or  donors,  or  to  what  use 
or  Qsea  the  same  were  at  first  given,  the  jurtHS  could  not 
particularly  discover;  but  that  the  rents  and  profits  bad 
been  received  by  the  chapelwardens  of  Parson  Drove,  for 
"t"'"*"™'"g  a  curate  or  chaplain  for  performing  divine 
ntea  and  services  in  the  chapel  of  Parson  Drove,  and  for 
repuring  and  upholding  the  said  chapel ;  and  the  jorors 
were  induced  to  believe  so,  because  the  mother  church 
of  Leveringtoa  was  at  a  great  distance  from  Parawi 
Drove,  and  the  watf  and  panage  to  and  Jrttm  the  tame 
troubleiome  and  dangermu  in  tkt  time  of  winter.  Anotha 
parcel  of  land,  containing  eleven  acres  and  three  roods, 
had  also  been  then  lately  allotted  to  the  said  meaaoage, 
by  virtue  of  an  act  for  draining  the  fens.  By  this 
inquisition  it  appeared  that  the  chapelwarden  fw  the 
year  1690  had  received  the  rent*  of  the  premisefl,  which 
then  amounted  to  £64.  I0«.  id.*  per  annum,  but  refused 
to  make  out  the  account  of  employment  of  the  full 
rents  and  profits  for  the  purposes  of  the  chari^,  and 
did  account  only  for  £20.  per  annum  to  the  minister, 
and  other  disbursements  for  the  repairing  of  the  chapel, 
quit  rents,  and  other  ratea  and  assessments ;  so  that  the 

The  preMDt  renttl  ii  npwiris  of  ^  300.  p«r  unoa. 
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jurors  believed  the  chapelwarden  hut  nuBemployed  and- 
ntiscoaTerted  much  of  the  monies.  The  commiasioneis, 
thererore,  on  conudering  the  matten,  did  adjudge  and 
declare,  that  it  was  the  purpose  and  intent  of  the  donor 
or  drawrs  of  the  said  [vemisea,  that  the  same  should  be 
let  yforly  at  the  beil  advantage  and  prt^  that  could  be 
made,  and  that  the  rents  should  yearly  for  ever  be 
applied  in  providing  and  maintaining  aa  able  aad  ^ 
atrtUe  or  chaplain,  to  celebrate  and  perform  divine  ritea 
and-  services  in  the  said  chapel  of  Parson  Drove,  sod  in 
the  necessary  repain  of  the  Jiabrick  of  the  said  chapel, 
and  in  the  relief  of  lome  mdigent,  needy,  and  aged  poor 
of  the  said  parish.  And  it  was  ftuther  decreed,  that  the 
tmatees  should  every  year,  with  the  consent  of  the 
chaplain,  let  the  said  one  bondred  and  fortyone  acres, 
and  eleven  acres  and  three  roods  of  land,  for  the  beat 
and  utmost  rent  and  advantage,  and  receive  the  rents, 
and  employ  the  same,  ioUh  the  content  of  the  chaplain, 
to  the  uses  thereafter  expressed,  viz.  so  much  as  should 
be  needful  should  be  employed  in  and  about  the  repairs 
and  upholding  the  said  &bric  of  the  said  chapel,  and  also 
so  much  more,  not  exceeding  in  one  year  forty  shillings, 
for  relief  of  four  poor  aged  persons,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  said  rents,  after  dednctitm  made  of  disbursements 
for  quit  rentt,  rata,  taxei,  aueaimenti,  eharge§  of-  npair», 
and  other  necessary  allowances,  should  be  yearly  paid 
over  to  the  chaplain.  And  the  trustees  should  yearly 
make  op  their  accounts  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements, 
unto  seven  peracms,  therel^  appointed  supervisOTs  aid 
auditors,  or  three  at  least  of  them ;  and  if  any  difference 
arose,  touching  the  repairing  or  upholding  the  chapel, 
the  Bune  should  be  settled  hj  the  saperviaors  or  any 
three.  Power  is  also  given  to  appoint  ten  of  the  in- 
habitantB  of  the  hamlet  to  act  as  trustees,  subject  to 
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the  above  ralet  ctmeemmg  the  charity,  and  when  five  ef 
the  trufiteei  should  be  dead,  the  Bturivon,  at  the  request 
of  the  curate  or  chaplain,  or  two  or  more  inhabitants, 
should  appoint  other  five.  The  chaplain  is  to  be  nomt- 
nat«d  by  the  eDperrisors  and  auditors,  or  three  at  least 
of  them,  and  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
greater  ntiiaber,  with  three  snpwmtHv  at  lea^t,  and  af^ 
proved  of  by  the  lord  iMshop  of  Ely.  Provision  ia 
made  fix  continuing  «  sooecssion  of  'sapervison  and 
auditors,  and  likewise  fw  ten  trasteee.  The  superviaora 
and  auditors  appoiated  in  1811  were 

Sir  James  Dnbeiley,  knight,  of  Gains  Hall,  Hants. 
Richard  Reynolds,  esq.  of  Paxton,  ditto. 
Lawrence  Reynolds,  esq.  of  Buckden,  ditto. 
Jamea  Duberley,  esq.  eldest  son  of  Sir  James. 
Rer.  Edward  Maltby,  D.D.  vicar  of  Hdbeuch. 
-  Daniel  Barley,  gent,  of  March. 
Edmund  Burton,  gent,  of  Doddingttm. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  mfeofied  estates  are 

Mr.  Abraham  TTIyat,  senior. 
Abraham  Ulyat,  junior. 

Abraham  Ulyat,  son  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Ulyat. 
John  Johnson. 
James  Edgson,  junior. 
lUchard  Ounn. 

A  porUon  of  this  hamlet  still  retains  the  name  of 
Trokenholt,*  where  anciently  stood  a  hermitage  ia 
chapel.    We  find  it  mentioned  in  the  Saxon  Chromcle, 

*  Sm  page  St. 
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A.  D.  664,*  when  the  famous  abbey  of  Medehamstead, 
or  Peterborough,  was  fiist  founded  by  the  king  of  the 
Meiciaas,  and  was  given  to  the  monlu  of  Thomey,  in 
the  toga  aS  Heniy  U.f 

Mr.  Abraham  Ulyat  now  resides  on  the  site  of  this 
ancient  cell  or  hermitage,  of  which  there  are  no  remains 
whatever  at  the  present  day ;  but '  when  the  present 
house  was  bnilt  in  1802,  a  few  fragments  of  stone  were 
discoTered,  and  several  human  bones  dug  out  of  the 
foundation.  At  a  sessions  of  sewers  bdd  at  Wisebeche 
in  the  I6tb  Heniy  VI.  (1438)  the  abbot  of  Tb<Hmey  is 
ordoed  to  scour  out  the  sewer  of  Trokenholt,  noto  Clow's 
Cross,  in  Levcrington,j:  in  respect  of  his  lands  is  Tro*- 
kenholt. 

It  has  been  before  stated,  that  John  Bend,  by  hia  will> 
io  1693,^  gave  a  certain  cottage  and  sixteen  acres  of 
land  to  the  poor  of  Parson  Drove :   tJie  land  lies  in 


*  Sm  paga  1 13. 

t  Da|[d>le,  p.  367.  In  1169,Nig«nii*,tliebi«bop,giTe  to  tlieinouMerjr 
erf  Tbomejr  a«  iMnoiUge  of  Trakeuholl,  fixaurl;  ciUmI  Endcwlcke,  la  tbs  - 
eomlfaf  Cwnbiidpi,  witli^aui  ■qousMula  of  fen,  tnd  otnfiiBMd  it  to  thn 
nbbot  and  coBTcot  of  Tbornsy,  to  pUcs  thare  thoM  who  migiit  aerre  God 
under  theii  control  ud  jnriadictian.  Thu  charlsi  king  Edward  III.  after- 
waida  coafiimsdin  the  nd  fcai  of  Ilia  reign.  lluaplacaiOntil  tbeabore  do- 
natna,  belonged  to  th«  chncli  of  Ely,  it  being  expioaad  in  a  tvrj  taiaeKt 
Iftter,  that  thia  chorcbiajoTed  itibr  191  jetn.  Afterward*,  on acoo^Bt of 
tbe  irmplion  of  the  barbarian*,  it  laj  tat  111  jearaaa  it  ware  daatmjad  bj 
tlieir  dea^atioo.  Afterwarda,  tm  139  ynra,  the  abbot  of  the  rale  of  8t> 
Benedict  eojojedit ;  of  whom,  Edwin  gaTB  permiiaion  to  one  of  bi*  aonka 
•f  tbe  uaBO  of  Trokanboloa,  to  Utb  aa  a  botmit  fn  the  place  called  £ade> 
wioke;  to  the  placa  laid  aaida  ita  ancient  name,  andftnmthat  Ibe  tetb 
wai  called  Trokenholt,  wbich  haa  bee*  coatinned  to  th*  fceaent  tiac. 

I  Di^dale,  p.  117.    A  atone  croaa  waa  fbnneilj  wt  np  here,  at  the  Old 
or  South  Ean,  the  di*iaIoD  of  the  conntiea  of  *■'"'■"*"  and  Cambridge. 
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South  loham  field,  and  by  thu  ioclwure  of  Psraon  Drove 
fen,  an  allotmeDt  of  sevon  acTM  has  been  added  thereto, 
wilh  two  Borea  in  LereringtoD  maisfa,  making  together 
twenty-five  acres.  The  cottage  devised  by  such  will  is 
now  become  a  messuage,  used  as  a  pubbc-house,  called 
the  Butchers'  Anna,  which,  with  the  land,  is  let  for 
£  100.  per  annum.  This  sam  is,  on  new  year's  day  in 
every  year,  given  to  such  poor  belon^g  to  the  parish 
or  township,  as  have  resided  therein  without  receiving 
any  parochial  relief  for  the  space  of  six  years  last  past, 
according  to  the  donor's  will. 

The  inhabitants  inclosed  a  piece  of  land  a  few  years 
Mnce  from  the  waste,  the  rent  whueof  is  applied  in  tho 
sapport  of  a  master  to  teach  the  pow  children  of  the 
township  to  tead  and  write.  Mr.  Wei^t  is  the  present 
maHter.  The  township  maintains  its  own  poor,  and  has 
a  aeparate  overseer  and  constable,  distinct  frtan  the  palish 
of  Leverington. 

The  following  incumbenti  appear  on  record. 

A.D. 

1686  Rev.  Peter  Pindar,  who  resigned  on  his  acceptance  of 
the  curacy  of  Wisbech  St.  Peter's.  He  married  the 
widow  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Herring,  rector  of  Walsoken, 
and  father  of  the  archbishop. 

1692  Rev.  Henry  Pujolas  was  curate  for  sixty  years,  as  ap- 
pears by  bis  tomb-stone  in  the  chapel  yard,  and  was 
buried  3d  October  1749,  aged  98. 

1749  Rev.  John  Dickinson,  who  died  in  1790,  at  the  age  of 
83,  rebuilt  the  parsonage  house  about  the  year  1760, 
and  wai  succeeded  in 

1790  By  Rev.  Richard  Pollard,  the  preeent  incumbent  or 
chaplain,  who  was  appointed  by  the  honourable  James 
Yorke,  then  bishop  of  Ely,  as  to  a  laped  benefice. 
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The  nnmber  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  population 
reltims  in  1821,  was  as  follows  : 

Halai.        Femklsb         Total. 

InLeverington 414  434  848 

In  Parson  Drove    362  313  675 

NEWTON 

Is  a  small  village  in  tlie  hnndred,  and  four  miles  north 
of  the  town,  of  Wisbech,  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading 
fnmi  thence  to  Long  Satton.  The  church,  which  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  honour  of  St.  James,  is  a  decent  stmctnre, 
with  a  nave  and  side  aisles,  a  spacious  chancel,  and 
the  floor  neatly  paved.  The  tower  has  six  bells.  * 
The  north  aisle  is  said  to  have  been  erected  by  the 
ancient  family  of  Ckilvile,  and  the  southern  vras  after- 
wards erected  at  the  expense, of  Jeffrey  Wantling,  vrho 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  parliament  in  the  time  of 
Oliver  Cromwell :  the  east  end  of  the  north  aisle  is 
railed  off,  and  incloses  a  burial  place  of  the  Colvile 
family,  about  eighteen  feet'  in  depth;  but,  notwith- 
standing the  many  years  that  the  femily  lived  here, 
there  is  not  a  monument  in  the  church  to  them ;  and 
even  this  part  where  they  bury  is  in  a  manner  un- 
paved.  Two  ancient  brass  helmets,  which  appear 
to  have  been  formerly  much  decorated,  still  remain 
there,  with  two  escutcheons,  *!-  which  seems  as  if 
there  bad  been  heretofore  some  care  taken  about  the 


*  Ths  ban*  wan  uktn  down  and  ra-cut  in  lT36.  The  weight  of  the 
old  b«lU  wM  37  cwt.  IBlbi. ;  of  the  now,  38  cirt.3qn.tnM.th«  taUlcoit 
irhmof  wM  ^  96. 61.  M. 

t  The  hODOw  of  th«  dead  grew  bj  the  Kdemnit;  aad  Mate  of  the  fbnnal, 
■ad  bj  the  ersctisg  Doaatnenta  to  the  meuoiy  of  bim  that  waa  bnriad,  h 
what  amoura,  iworda.  helmeta,  and  aach  like  nKgnt  of  honour,  appprtaianl 
to  Ubu    Iliarni'i  Diiemirtn,  toL  U 
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burial  place  of  the  family.      In  1S27  cat  William 

Thomboroogh  gave  twenty  BfaillingB  to  buy  a  canopy 
for  the  high  altar.*  Fire  arches  support  the  roof  of 
the  building,  which  has  been  heretofore  highly  orna- 
mented, the  remains  of  gilding  being  stilt  to  be  seen. 
Over  the  arches  are  several  sentences  from  Bcripture, 
painted  by  John  Lumpkin,  gent,  in  1719,  who' died  in 
the  year  1761,  at  the  age  of  90,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
north  aisle,  having  been  churchwarden  fifty-two  years. 
The  pulpit  and  reading  desk  are  neat.  The  windows 
have  been  heretofore  decorated  with  painted  glass; 
remnants  were  preserred  until  very  lately,  particularly 
on  the  south-east  side,  in  whic^  wer^  two  figures,  and  a 
scroll  from  their  mouths:  "Orate  pro  animabus — Colrile." 
A  large  arch  at  the  east  end  divides  the  chancel  from  the 
nave,  with  a  screen,  which,  if  entirely  taken  away,  would 
add  considerably  to  the  general  good  effect  of  the  interior, 
or  even  its  removal  to  the  west  end  would  be  an  ua- 
provement.  The  altar  stands  on  three  steps,  railed  in. 
Several  stones  He  in  the  chancel  without  any  inscription, 
but  it  is  probable  they  have  been  disrobed.  In  the 
middle  aisle  are  several  very  ancient  monumental  stones, 
now  defaced,  some  of  which  appear  to  have  been  origi- 
nally ornamented  with  brass ;  there  is  one  dedicated  to 
Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  Stone,  knight,  and  wife  of 
Richard  Colvile,  esq.  lying  opposite  to  the  reading  desk, 
with  the  following  inscription : 

"  Ctetera  magnificis  ditescant  templa  aepulcfans, 
"  Nostra.satiB  ditas  ossibus,  Anna,  tuis." 

In  the  chancel  is  a  neat  mural  monument  to  the  memory 
of  Samuel  Taylor,  gent,  who  died  26th  March  1606, 
aged  50. 

■  Colt*'  MSS. 
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*rbe  communioD  plate  Won^ng  to  the  cliurcli  is  very 
liBDdsome,  the  gift  of  which  is  conmiemonited  by  the 
following  entiy  in  the  pariah  register :  "  Memorandum, 
"That  in  the  year  1674,  Sir  John  Co'ell  and  Mr.  John 
"  Larry,  execaton  of  the  Rt.  Ber.  Father  in  God, 
"  Benjamin,  lord  bishop  of  Elyf  did  give  to  the  parish 
"  church  of  Newton,  within  the  irie  of  Ely,  the  oom- 
"  munion  plate  of  the  said  bishop,  namely,  one  gilt 
"  flagon,  one  ^It  chalice  and  corer,  and  one  gilt  patin, 
"  for  the  Qse  of  the  said  parish  in  the  holy  communion. 
"  All  which  plate  are  now  delivwed  in  the  custody  of 
"  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  on  20tb  April 
"  1675. 

"  Hen.  Drew,     "> 

"Thoa.  BlaxbyJ  Ctoctoorto.." 

The  flagon  is  large  and  handsome,  holding  in  measniC 
three  quarts,  and  stands  about  eight  inches  high. 

The  bishop  of  Ely  is  patron  of  the  living :  the  present 
incumbent  is  the  Rer.  Dr.  Peter  Sandiford,*  a  man  of 
considerable  talent  and  learning.  By  pope  Nicholas* 
taxation  in  1291,-1-  the  living  was  charged  at  jC40.  and 
ia  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £  18.  14>.  8id.  The 
following  rectors  appear  on  record  since  1600. 

A.D. 

1619  William  Lawrence. 

1626  John  Cropley,  D.D,  prebendary  of  Ely, 

*  TluB  rsfpectaUa  dinot  wii  of  Cmpni  Chricti  eoUage,  Ctnbtidge. 
B.A.  1771 ;  HA.  1174 ;  wM  cboHs  IcUow  ia  17TB,  and  mi  ptetastad  bj 
that  nciety  to  tha  liTiap  at  Falmodeitono  and  Tlinnuag,  in  Norfolk.  Ia 
ir99,  lie  WW  slactod  profcMOi  of  attzoaoaj  in  Gr««lwo  eoUage  ;  ma 
i-TupU'"  to  uchbiibop  Moon  tt  tba  time  of  hiedaUh,  and  lai  1810,  wu 
eaUetad  bj  hia  cateBpomj,  Uabop  Danpier,  to  llie  vahuble  nctorir  of 
KairtOB,  on  which  ha  ncated  the  Uving  of  Thoning.  Kidulln'  Littrary 
Amttdala,  ml.  nii.  p.  S09>  t  8«e  page  146. 
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A.D. 

1638  Robert  Bedingfield,  D.D. 

1653  Jolrn  P^son. 

1654  Thomas  Sea,  who  was  succeeded  l^  Keene. 

John  Crofts,  S.T.P.  dean  of  Norwich. 

1675.Nichcdaa  Felton. 

1677  Rich&id  Oldman,  A.M.   fellow  of  St.  John's  coU^, 
Cambridge. 

1678  Samuel  Blyth,A.M.  master  «f  Ctaie-hall,  Cambridge. 

1714. Robert S.T.P.  archdeacon  of  Norwich. 

1716  Thomas  Cole,  S.T.P.  fellow  of  King's  college,  Cam- 

Imdge,    dean   of  Norwich,    and    rector  of    Rainhtnn, 

Norfolk. 
1730  Brock  Rand,  A.M.  abo  rector  of  Lererington. 
1753  William  QntTes,  alio  rectw  of  Lererington. 
1783  Joseph  Plnmtree. 
1810  Peter  Sandiford,  D.D.   also  reotor  of  Fulmodeatose 

with  CroztOB,  ia  the  cemty  of  Norfolk. 

Tht  maaor  of  Newton  cootinned  in  the  Ctdvile  &mily 
from  nearly  the  time  of  the  conqnest  until  the  year 
1792,  when  it  was  sold  by  Robert  Cdvile,  esq.  and  now 
belongs  to  Steed  Girdleatone,  esq.  of  Wisbech. 

The  femily  of  Colvile  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
and  ancient  in  this  part  of  the  country,  of  which  Sir 
Charies  Ckilvile,  of  Duffield  Hall,  in  Derbyshire,  is.now 
the  Burriving  icpreaentatire.  The  original  anceabv, 
Gilbert  de  CoMle,  or  Colvyle,  (GUbertus  de  C<^aTiUa) 
come  from  Normandy,  as  a  commander  in  the  army  of 
William  the  Conqueror.*     Lands  were  given  to  bhn  in 

*  Sm  copj  of  ths  nil  of  Btttel  Abbs;,  which  coatuni  m  cUdofM  af IIb 
iu^>teni«a,  Inds,  wid  gantltBCB,  «bo  nne  iato  tha  land  with  Wilhimth* 
Coaqocnir,  iriwnin  will  be  fanud  the  BUS  of  Cohile,  bmkkv  fidl  accanit 
wfaenof  ii  giTOB  in  Ihs  datcriptias  of  Htibech  Hill,  ui  tba  fenilj  af  Sir 
Henty  PgjUn,  bvtiDet. 
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Suffolk,  which  he  held  under  the  baron  Itobert  Malet, 
viz.  lands  ID  Carleton,  Stokerland,  Kessingland,  Renlefr- 
ham,  Riscemere,  Merelefihani,  and  Isleham,  in  Cam' 
brid^eshire.*  The  name  was  derived  from  a  castle  on 
a  hill :  Col-vile.  Vile,  in  ancient  French,  was  castle : 
towns  were  the  dependants  of  caetlea.  A  town  in 
Normandy  is  still  called  Colvile,  Robert  de  Colvile 
occurs  in  the  time  of  Heniy  L,  who  had  a  bmi,  Gilbert 
de  Colrile,  living  in  the  time  of  Stephen  and  Umry  II.; 
his  brother  PhiUp  went  into  Scotland ;  be  took  for  hia 
amis,  a  cross  muUne  gules  on  a  field  argent,  as  is  now 
bom  by  his  descendant,  lord  Cohtll,  of  Culross,  adding 
the  second  final  '/,'  according  to  the  modem  way  of 
spdling  '  ville ;'  in  his  time,  the  Colviles,  who  became 
barons  Colvile,  of  Castle  Bitham,  Lincolnshire,  separated 
frcHB  this  family.  Sir  Henry  de  Colvile  was  for  six  ^ears 
sheriff'  of  Cambridgeshire  and  Huntingdonshire,  com- 
mencing 2l8t  Henry  III.  (1236);  his  son,  Sir  Roger, 
was  sheriff"  fbr  Norfolk  and  Suffblk,t  51st  Henry  III. ; 
he  married  Oaliena  Walpole,  the  king  having  honimred 
this  marriage  &y  his  pretence ;  he  was  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Carleton  Colvile,  Sic.  with  many  privileges  and  liber- 
ties, which  hia  anceetors  possessed  from  the  cMiquesL 
Sir  Roger  de  Colvile,  about  1240,  married  Desiderata, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Jeffrey  de  Marisco,  or  Marsh, 
who  was  lord  of  Newton,  Walsoken,  Tid  St.  Giles,  &c. 
a  great  part  of  which  lands  were  held  by  the  Ccdviie  family 
from  that  period  until  the  alienation  in  1 793.    In  the  early 

*  Sm  DoBMday  Bcnfc. 

t  Oqly  ona  ■heriff  wM  ippoiated  te  th«  two  Mootiei  of  NaMk  tad 
SnOolk,  ntil  iSth  EliMbetb,  (1376)  wbm  tha  nm^  wu  fcr  the  crown  i» 
appoint  one  yea  ont  oT  tbe  gratlsBra  of  NorlbU,  and  tbs  nazt  oat  of 
SuBolk,  ud  te  allenMelj,  m  U  now  tha  cbuom  in  CmbridfealiiM  and 
Uuitingdouhire. 

2  II 
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part  of  ^e  ragn  of  Edward  I.  Sir  Roger  received  the  arms 

now  worn  by  the  family.*  Sir  John  de  CoWile  accom- 
penied  Edward  III.  with  hia  victonous  aimy  to  France, 
and  there  died  in  battle.  His  eldest  son  mairied  Alice, 
Bister  and  heiress  of  Sir  John  de  Insnla,  or  de  Lisle,  of 
Kent,  who  was  heir  of  Sir  William  de  Rustyn ;  by  this 
mairiBge  he  obtained  the  manors  of  Wymondham, 
Cungham,  Sudleschimd,  and  Audmere ;  he  left  a  boUi 
Sir  John,  who  married  Emma,  daughter  and  co-heiress 
of  Sir  John  Wythe,  of  Norfolk,  by  Sybil),  his  wife. 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Edmund  de  St.  Omer.i-  In  the 
year  1410,  he  was  appointed  by  the  lord  bishop  of  Ely 
to  succeed  Sir  John  de  Rochford  as  governor  of  Wisbech 
oaBtte.j:  He  likewise  built  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  at 
NewtoD,  and  founded  the  college  hereafter  mentioned. 
A  Sir  John  ColvUe  of  the  date  of  1405  jwoed  the 
rebellion  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland  and  the  northern 
chiefs,  and  was  beheaded.^  This  gentleman  was  most 
probably  of  the  Scotch  branch,  as  Sir  J<^,  of  whom 
We  are  now  speaking,  received  a  pulsion  from  the  kings 
of  England,  viz.  Henry  IV.,  V.,  and  VI.  A  bnU  from 
pope  Boniface,  dated  in  1404,  to  Sir  John,  still  remains 
in  pooseBsion  of  the  family.  There  used  to  be  a  repre- 
HentatioD  of  this  knight  in  one  of  the  south  vrindows  of 
Newtonchuich,withbiswirenearhim.  SirTh(»na8  Col  vile 
was  sheriff  of  Cambridgeshire  7th  Charles  I. :  he  had 
a  brother  Richard,  who  left  eight  eons  and  two  daughters; 
be  died  in  1650,  and  was  succeeded  by  William  Colvils, 

*  See  the  deecriptioa  of  theie  trm*  at  tbe  amdimim  of  thii  icconnt  of 

t  See  ToU  of  Battel  Ablwj.  t  See  pi(e  ISO. 

f  Sea  SUUpaaie'e  Sd  Part  King  HanrjIV.)  actiT.ieane  7.:  "Beat 
"  ColTile,  Iten,  with  hi*  coofedenHea,  to  Yoik,  to  praMnt  euculiaD,"  &c 
Alio  llardioge  Chronicle*. 
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NEWTON. 

Viho  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Sir  REchard  Stone,  of 
Stukeley,  Hunts.,  and  took  an  active  part  in  support 
of  Charles  I.  It  was  the  castom  in  those  divided  times 
for  the  partizans  of  king  Charles  to  carry  certain  tokens 
about  with  them,  and  if  all  the  company  produced  one, 
conversation  became  free.  These  tokens  consisted  of  a 
piofile  of  Charles,  engraved  >n  the  manner  of  a  seal, 
fixed  upon  a  small  handle,  to  be  worn  in  the  pocket, 
the  seal  bearing  an  impression  of  two  angels  uniting  the 
hearts  of  Charles  and  his  subjects,  one  of  which  in  silver, 
being  preserved,  is  now  in  the  possesion  of  the  present 
Sir  Charles  Henry  Colvile.  The  above  William  having 
died  without  issue,  and  his  next  brother  Jeffrey  being 
also  dead,  was  succeeded  by  the  eldest  son  of  the  lattert 
viz.  his  nephew  Richard,  who  married  Frances,  the 
daughter  <rf"  Thomas  Carter,  esq.  lord  mayor  of  York, 
His  grandson  Richard  married  Elizabeth,  only  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  Acton,  esq.  of  Bramford  Hall,  Suflfolk, 
with  whom  he  received  Hemingstone  Hall,  in  Suffi)lk, 
where  he  resided  during  the  life  of  his  father.  The  last 
named  Richard  had  two  sodm  ;  Robert  married  Am^a^ 
eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  A^U,  hart,  and  Nathaniel 
Colvile,  D.  D.  residing  at  Lawshall,  Suffolk ;  which 
Robert  left  four  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom.  Sir  Chariea 
Henry,  now  reudes  at  DnfiBeld  Hall,  in  Derbyshire, 
having  married  Harriet  Anne,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Porter  Bonell,  esq.  heir  to  the  families  of 
Porter  and  Coape,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  bom  30th 
Maroh  1815,  and  two  dau^tera,  Anne  Amelia,  and 
Constance  Harriet,  end,  as  a  singular  coincidence,  die 
fion  was  bom  on  the  very  same  day  of  the  month,  saiae 
day  of  the  week,  and  almost  at  the  same  hour,  as  hid 
mother.  Subjoined  is  a  pedigree,  which  will  better 
elucidate  the  descent  oi  this  ancient  family. 
2m-2 
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In  the  r^;n  of  Henry  IV.  Sir  John  Colnle  foanded 
u  college  ia  the  parish  of  Newton,  and  bad  a  patent 
to  endow  it  with  £40.  per  annum;  the  ancient  endow- 
ment was  as  follows:  "  Collegium  perpetunm  qua- 
"  tuor  Capellanonint  qnatuor  Clericornm,  et  decern 
"  pQuperum,  et  quorum  quidcm,  CapeUanorum  unus 
"  esset  magiater  aive  Cdstos."  It  was  called  the  college 
of  St.  Mary  by  the  sea  coast,  for  four  chaplains^  fonr 
cloks,  and  ten  poor  men.*  The  first  statutes  given  hj 
the  founder  are  dated  18tb  June  1411,  in  which  they 
are  to  pray  for  him  and  Emma,  his  wife.  These  statutes 
he  reformed  himself  4th  June  1446,  a  little  before  his 
death.  There  are  no  remains  of  this  ctdlege,  but  the 
site  is  well  authenticated  to  be  a  little  west  of,  and  ad- 
joining to,  the  glebe  Und  of  the  rectory  bouse,  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  old  Roman  bank.  After  the  reform- 
ation, the  lands  belonging  to  this  college  or  chapel 
were  annexed  to  the  rectory.^  The  Celrile  family  kept 
up  a  residence  at  Newton  Hall  from  the  period  when 
Sir  Roger  de  Golvile  married  Desiderata,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  III.,  tor  a  enccessioB  of  above  500  yeara,  until 
Robert  Colvile,  esq.  in  1792,  sold  this  ancient  property 
to  Mr.  Redin.  The  old  hall  has  been  taken  down,  end 
a  substantial  farm  bouse  erected  on  the  site,  by  Mr. 
Hedin  in   1807,  which,  with  a  considerable  pwtioa  of 

*  One  of  the  cbapluM,  irbo  aeTred  tha  piniih  thuicb,  had  ^5.AkBiI. 
per  Bnnum ;  ths  other  od«  hnndied  ■hillingi ;  tba  eleiki  loitj  ihflliiip  lad 
faorpence,  ud  tlia  poor  m«B,  who  liTcd  in  &  hOBM  nUed  the  Beds  House, 
^ipence  per  week  eicb  nd  elotbei. 

t  Tbe  bBdabelotigiiag  to  Noirton  lectoiT  lie  in  the  pkriibeiof  NawtM, 
FinoaDiOT'  Wiabedi  St.Patei'«aDd&t.lUi7'«,  EIiB.Wibakea,  WeM 
Wtltos,  Euwtb,  0911 1  id  St.  Oil**,  Mntwuitt  wgethar  398  idea  ;  thia  ia 
tnsicribed  boa  the  tow*  t«fTier,  io  the  bud  writiogaf  Ut.  John  Lnmpkiti, 
dated  1711,  wlto,  from Tiiioiu puiab doeoaeDti,  ■ppe«n  tobkre  been* 
tct;  pniie-vonhy  and  uaefal  mmw.    See  page  480. 
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t1ie  old  estate,  was  sold  to  Mr.  John  Edward  Todd,  of 
London,  is  1823.  The  crest,  which  used  to  be  over  the 
gateway  of  the  old  hall,  now  constitutes  the  sign  of  the 
public  house  in  the  parish ;  it  ia  a  lion  passant  in  carved 
wood,  and  the  house  by  some  is  called  the  White  Lion, 
and  by  others  the  Colvile  Arms.  Certain  Roman  coins 
of  the  empecor  Gallienns  were  foand  in  the  parish  about 
forty  years  since.  There  are  no  public  benefactions  in 
the  parish;  but  an  annual  aura  of  money  ia  paid  to  a 
schoc^mistreas,  fw  teaching  the  poor  boys  and  ^rls  of  the 
village  in  useful  reading  and  work,  of  which  the  pariah 
pays  £7.  18i.  and  the  rector  £2,  2*.  making  together 
£  10.    The  school  ia  held  in  the  vestry  of  the  church^ 

The  arms  of  Colvile,  aa  bom  since  the  time  of  Edward 
L  are  as  under : 

A  lioa  rampant  argent  on  a  shield  azure,  a  label  with 
five  points  gules,  the  whole  width  of  the  shield. 
Crest,  a  lion  statant  anient,  with  an  extended  tail, 
wearing  a  ctdlar  of  three  points  gules  on  a  chapeall 
gules.* 

The  population  of  Newton  in  1801  was  283;  in  1811. 
311;  and  in  1821,  368,  viz.  179  males,  and  189  females; 
comprised  la  76  families,  inhabiting  61  houses. 

TID  SAINT  GILES, 

A  villi^  adjoining  to  Newton»  and  lying  not  only  at 
the  moat  northern  port  of  the  isle  of  £ly,  but  of  the 
whtde  county  of  Cambridge;  so  called,  because  the  tide 
at  some  period   came  in  hither.    It  borders  in  part 

*eMpHe4ai. 
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ttpciv  the  Bhire  drain,  vliich  divides  Uie  county  of 
Cantbridge  from  Liocolnshire.  The  church,  dedicated 
to  St.  Giles,  it  a  rectory  in  the  deanery  and  hundred  of 
Wisbech,  and  Btandsrated  in  the  king's  books  at  £21. 13i. 
{(  ia  a  good  neat  structure,  with  a  square  embattled 
ifivev,  containing  a  ring  of  live  bells,  and  stands  about 
f  Ay  feet  from  the  body  of  the  church  at  the  east 
«nd,  which  is  very  unusual.  The  pillars  of  the  nave 
^(Une  to  the  west,  which  induce  some  peratHiB  to 
Sl^ppose  that  a  tower  did  once  support  that  end  ot  the 
fhiwch.  The  altar  stands  on  an  eminence  of  two  steps, 
hitt  not  railed  in.  The  chancel  is  of  modem  erection, 
built  about  seventy  years  since,  when  particular 
attention  was  given  to  discover  whether  the  present  tower 
va3  ever  connected  with  the  church,  but  the  foundation 
showed  no  marks  that  any  former  buildii^  ever  existed 
to  unite  the  tower  therewith.  The  roof  has  sererat 
]^Tojecting  figures  of  angels  and  saints,  rudely  carved 
ifl  wood.  At  the  foot  of  the  altar  st^,  exactly  in 
the  middle,  was  an  old  grey  marble  with  the  half  figure 
of  a  priest  in  brass  on  it,  but  no  ioacription.  The  nave 
is  separated  from  the  chancel  by  a  screen.  In  the 
middle  aisle  of  the  church  is  a  gravestone  with  a  large 
cross  on  it,  and  the  following  fragment  of  an  inscription 
in  old  Gothic  charactus  all  round  it,  which  appears  to 
belong  to  the  thirteenth  century,  though  it  beats  no 
certain  evidence   of  exact  date ;   such    part   of  it  as 

13  perfect  is  "  Orate  pro  anima  dni  John  Fysner 

"  aie  de  ppiciet.  Amen."  In  the  windows  of  the  north 
aisle  used  to  be  some  old  painted  glasa,  and  in  the  same 
aisle  ore  two  ancient  slabs,  appearing  to  have  once  had 
figures  in  brass.  In  front  of  the  commoniwi  table  ia  a 
handsome  marble  slab  to  the  mtouory  of  the  Rev.  Richard 
Oswin,  who  died  in  1795,  aged  75.  At  the  west  end, 
on  the  north  side,  ia  a  recent  monumental  marble  to  the 
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Rer.  Timothy  Matthews,  rector  of  the  parish,  who  died 
in  August  1821,  aged  53,  and  of  his  wife,  who  died 
in  November  foUowiog,  aged  50.  The  lord  biahop  of 
Ely  is  patron  of  this  living,  which,  by  pope  Nidurfas' 
taxation,*  was  charged  at  £.  42.  The  font  is 
entitled  to  notice,  being  of  the  later  Gothic  style, 
octagonal,  and  licbly  '  ornamented  with  tTaceiy> 
carved  with  emblems  of  the  passion,  and  arms  of  the 
see  of  Ely.  Nicholas  Breakspear  is  said  to  have  been 
etirate  here,  who,  for  planting  Christianity  in  Norway, 
was  made  a  cardinal  a.  d.  1154,  and  afterwards  became 
pope,  under  the  name  of  Adrian  IV.  There  is  a  tradition 
that  a  market  was  oace  held  in  an  open  space  in  the 
front  of  the  public  house  called  the  Carpenters'  Arms, 
but  the  authority  seems  doubtful.  The  manor  in  the 
fourteenth  century  was  in  the  ancient  family  of  Colvile, 
before-nftmed  in  the  account  of  Newton,t  and  afterwards, 
in  the  year  1637,  came  by  purchase  into  tbeTrafford  family, 
which  originally  came  from  Lancashire.  This  manor 
was  sold  in  ^e  lime  of  (he  great  rebelhon  in  1648,  to 
one  Davies,  for  £472.  \U. ;  but  afterwards  reverted  to 
the  family  of  Traffiwd.  In  the  manor  house  belonging  to 
the  late  Mr.  Trafford,  occupied  by  Mr.  Scribo,  at  the 
nortfa-eaBt  of  the  church,  on  the  other  side  of  the  road, 
were  several  anns  beautifuUy  painted  in  a  chamber 
window-l  Sigismund  Trafford,  esq.  who  made  consider- 
able purchases  in  this  parish,  came  last  from  Asterby, 
near  Uomcestle,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  :  he  married, 
first,  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Gilbert  Heathcote,  esq. 
lord  mayor  of  Londim ;%  secondly,  lady  Pratt,  the  widow 
of  Sir  R<^r  Pratt,  of  Riston  Hall,  Norfolk :  she  died 


*  See  paga  246.  t  See  ptge  483.  t  Colet'  MSS. 

f  Nicbolk'  Hutoij  of  the  Gentlemta'a  Society  U  Spalding,  p.  38. 
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in^e  63d  year  of  ber  age,  and  a  monument  was  erected 
to  her  memory  tn  Riston  church  by  Sigismond  Trafford. 
He  rebuilt  Duntoo  Hal),*  on  the  north  side  of  Shire 
Drain,  at  the  expense  of  £22,000.  on  fte  model  of 
Buckingham  House,  in  St.  James'  Park,t  before  it  was 
altered  and  enlarged  by  his  present  majesty.  This  mansion 
was  left  to  Sigismund  Boebm',  the  son  of  his  niece  Ann 
Boebm,  who  died  in  t^  year  1 740,  at  the  early  age  of  48, 
whereupon,  ClemepC,  the  second  son  of  the  last>-iianied 

^'Sigismund,  whotook  the  name  of  Traffnd  agreeably  to 
hls^great  upde's  will,  and  w«s  admitted  of  Corpus  Chiisti 
college,  Cambridge,  about  1756,  inherited  the  estates,  and 
after  being  some  years  in  possession,  pulled  down  the 
mansion  house  in  the  year  1767,  and  sold  the  materials  for 
£  1000.  but  removed  the  fiunily  pictures  and  painted  ^asa 
to  his  seat  at  Stoke,  in  Norftdk.  Events  of  this  kind 
lead  the  mind  into  reflections  on  the  vicissitude  and 
instability  of  human  grandeur !  Mr.  Clement  Trafiiwd 
married  Mis£  Southwell,  sister  of  Edward  Southwell,  esq. 
of  Wisbech  castle,  about  the  year  1760,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  was  knighted:  be  died  in  1786,  leaving  we 
daughter,  Jane,  and  one  son,  Sigismund  Trafford,  esq. 
who,  after  his  mother's  decease,  added  the  surname  of 
of  SouUiwell,  confonnably  to  her  will,  and  now  resides 
at  Wrozham  Hall,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.^  At  the 
death  of  lady  Trafford,  relict  of  Sir  Clement,  in  the  year 

/  1807,  the  principal  estate  was  divided  and  sold  in  separate 
farms.     The  family  of  Trafford  is  very  ancient,  and  the 

*  "  DntOD  Kill,"  uya  Stoktl^jr, "  in  tli«  paiiih  of  Tidd,  hid  bcm 
''  iDigiiiBceiitlj  rebuilt  hj  Sigismund  TnRbid,  riq.  who  bu  UktwiM  aa- 
"  ctoied  ■  coniiderkble  park  irith  a  bricli  wall."  Tha  park  waa  abont  a 
mile  and  a  balTia  ciicnmlereDce,  atocked  with  deer,  jtc. 

t  See  eagrariiig. 

t  Tbia  gcDtiemiD  died  at  hia  Hat  at  Wnxlita  Hall,  NoriUk,  qa  l«t 
AnguillBS?. 
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origin  of  the  motto  on  their  armB  is  peculiar  and  cnrions.* 
The  amu  are  a  labouring  man  in  a  party-«oloared  coat, 
with  a  flail  in  his  band,  thrashing,  and  this  written 
motto:  "Now  thus,"  which  ia  a^d  to  have  been  obtained 
on  the  following  occasion:  the  ancestor  having  intelli- 
gence that  Wilham  the  Conqueror  had  given  his  lands 
unto  one  of  his  Norman  knights,  and  understanding  on 
what  day  this  knight  would  come  to  take  possession 
thweof,  he  apparelled  himself  very  meanly,  and  -was 
fouod  by  the  knight  thraHhing  in  his  bam,  and  when 
dunanded  why  "he  so  abased  hunself,  he  gave  no  other 
answw  than  "  Now  thus ; "  whereupon,  Uie  knight, 
thinking  the  living  so  pow  that  it  would  not  miuntain 
him  like  a  gentleman,  compromised  with  Traflbrd  for  a 
small  matter,  and  begged  a  better  estate  from  the  king. 
"  Now  thus  "  is  still  the  motto  of  the  family.  Aboat 
the  time  of  the  great  undertaking  for  draining  the  level, 
some  attempts  wtn  made  fcv  reclaiming  the  fens  he- 
longing  to  this  and  the  adjmning  parishes.  In  1632, 
an  agreement  was  made  by  the  land-ovmerB  with  Henry 
Dereham,  of  London,  esq.  for  draining  and  keeping  the 
water  one  foot  bdow  the  soil,  and  for  his  charges  therein, 
he  was  to  receive  two  fifth  parts  of  the  grounds  so 
drained,  to  be  secured  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever; 
the  said  agreement  was  fully  ratified  by  a  decree  made 
at  Wisbech  upon  the  20tb  September  in  the  same  year, 
at  a  sesstoQ  of  sewers  there  held ;  but  nothing  effectual 
vppem  to  have  been  doae  until  1773,  whea  an  act  of 
pailianwnt  was  obtained  for  draining  Tid.  St  Giles  and 


■  Such  noUn  won  bM  nwd  in  Ea^hnd  bdbn  tb«  conqntat,  wad 
«(  (be  mott  nciaBt  ii  nid  to  be  Tnlaid'a,  or  TnSbrd'i, 
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V«wbm,  is  the  ^cotmty  of  Cambridge,  with  part  of  Tid 
St.  Mary's,  io  the  coun^  of  Lincobi ;  by  tbe  powers 
and  jwovimons  of  which  Mt,  additicmal  angines  were 
elected,  and  a  la^  tntct  of  land  brought  under  cut- 
tivati<m. 

RoBEST  Bbicstock,  crf'  this  place,  huBbondman,  by 
a  deed  dated  April  13th  1667,  gave,  for  the  braefit  and 
advantage  of  the  po»  inhabitants,  the  renta  and  profit* 
arising  from  several  piecet  of  Uod,  amountii^  together 
to  thirteeu  acres  and  three  roods.  And  Matthew 
Wbbn,  esq.  by  his  will  made  "Tbe  19th  day  of  May 
"  1673>  on  boaid  the  Royal  Prince,  in  sight  of  the 
"  Dntch  fleet,*  in  expectation  of  fighting  with  them  in 
"  a  few  hours,"  gave  for  tbe  use  of  the  poor,  fifteen 
acres  of  mafsh  land,  held  under  lease  of  twenty-^ne 
years  (mia  his  late  father,  Matthew,  lord  bishop  of  Ely, 
annually  paying  tbe  reserved  rent  ef  one  ahilUng  and 
fburpeace  farthing  per  acre,  which  sum  is  atill  e<ntinued 
to  be  paid.  Theee  united  charities  were  let  hy  puUic 
aucti(«  for  the  tan  of  sewn  years  frou  Lady-day  1824, 
producing  an  annual  rait  of  £  74.  14t.,  which  is  givm 
away  in  the  parish  vestry,  according  to  aacimt  usage,  at 
or  near  unto  tbe  feasts  of  Raster  and  St.  Thontas  tbe 
Apostle  in  evny  year,  to  such  poor  end  deserving  people, 
as  have  lived  without  parochial  reli^  since  the  distri- 
bnlutt  of  the  previous  dole. 

•  TkU  WM  ibe  foSoi  wita  th>  Ditck  iMt,  «idv  tha  amaaig^  «f 
Da  Raster,  fell  in  with  tlie  Engliili  m  3gleb*f ,  tha  doke  of  York  bigb 
kdmintl.  Tba  nz\  of  Saudwkli  Itwt  hi*  life  in  thii  ragagoaient,  but  left 
kahind  bin  k  ume  imniorlri,  and  vhkh  will  arar  h«  lemad  b;  sadi  •■ 
cateamtlie  valour  of  uoficar,  Tlift  nprifj  nf  ■  mrnrnw.  ni  thn  intrpilj 
af  ■  patriot.    CunpteH'i  AdminU,  voL  ii.  p.  99t. 
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The  pKMnt  UustwB  o(  these  charities  are 

John  Peck,  of  Panoo  Drove. 
Thomas  Watkinsoo,  of  Tid  St.  Giles. 
Edward  Cross,  of  Wisbech. 
Joseph  BoDQ  Griffin,  of  the  aaiae  place. 

In  the  register  of  this  parish  is  the  following  entry 
amongst  the  marriages :  "  1713.  Thwnas  Wiles,  aged 
"  105,  was  married  to  SosanoB  Johnson,  both  of  this 
"  parish,  July  IsL" 

The  population  returns  in  1821  gire  the  following  nom- 
ber  of  inhabitants :  males  393,  females  388,  total,  781. 

BaptUnt.  MHriafw  BouIl 

Iq1669     13  IS  12 

1600     26  9         30 

1700     33  12         27 

ELM 

Is  a  pleasant  village,  about  two  miles  south-east  of 
Wisbech,  and  in  Domesday  book  is  called  "  Helle,"  but 
is  said  by  many  to  have  taken  its  name  from  the  number 
of  elm  trees  with  irbich  it  formerly  abounded.  The 
elm  is  indigenous  to  England,  and  may  be  said  to  claim 
rank  in  beauty  and  utility  next  to  the  oak.  A  plant 
called  the  Glycyrrhiza  Vulgaris,  or  Common  Ijqaorice, 
used  to  be  grown  here  in  good  quantity.*  Between 
tikis  Tillage  and  Wisbech  St  Peter's,  there  formeriy 
stood  a  hospital  for  lepers,  which,  in  ancient  recwds,  is 

*  Camden,  p«|e  41B. 
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nentioned  u  the  boundary  between  the  two  pariahes.* 
These  hospitals  were  generally  erected  at  the  extremity 
of  towns,  probably  because  the  leprosy  was  an  infectious 
disease.  In  the  Old  Testament,  we  read  of  the  lepers 
being  expelled  the  community  of  the  Jews.  This  disease 
was  once  so  frequent  in  England,  that  there  waa  scarcely 
a  town  of  note  but  what  had  a  leper  house  belonging 
to  it ;  yet,  what  is  very  extraordinary,  the  disease  hax 
now  nearly  rani^ed  from  Europe.  It  was  supposed 
to  have  «iginated  in  the  poor  living  so  much  upon 
fish  ft*  its  disappearance  is  attributed  by  medical  men 
to  the  frequent  use  of  tea,  j:  and  the  wearing  of  linen  next 
the  skin. 

Elm,  with  the  chapelry  of  Emneth,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  thereto  annexed,  haa  a  rectory  and  vicfunge, 
both  of  which  are  in  the  patromtge  of  the  see  of  Ely. 
The  rectcHy  is  a  sinecure.  By  pt^  Nicholas'  ta^tion,^ 
they  are  thus  cfaai^ :  EcclU  de  Elm  cu  capella  de 
Emneth,  £  17. 

*  DBg4«le,  p«(e  515. 

t  WhereTMthewqMof  tfaBpoorweredocBdto  tL*lowMtUniU,UMj 
moit  of  neciwity  lire  on  the  coineit  *nd  Icantiait  hre.  Mn  placed 
andcT  locli  circnnutancM  ire  withant  roj  nScicnt  motiTi  to  ^  indai- 
trioiu,  tad,  Initead  of  tc6rltj  and  BDlerprna,  ira  iball  ItBTa  doth  and 
ignonnM.  A  too  low  nta  of  w*gaa,  hj  nndniuf  it  inpoaribk  fis  in- 
ciaaaad  MidaaTomi  to  obtain  any  eoundanhle  incraaaa  of  comfinta  and 
csjojiMiit*,  efliKtuallj  hinden  azartiani  &om  eror  idog  made,  and  ia,  of 
all  other*,  the  moat  powerfol  cauae  of  the  idknaaa  and  apathy  which 
contenti  itaelf  with  what  can  baraljr  centinne  •nisMl  liateaee.  IT  the 
(onditiim  of  labouen  ba  loo  mncb  dajneaaed,  the  praapeii^  of  the  othei 
claaast  can  real  on  no  aolid  oi  aecnn  fbBadation :  thg  labonnn  ilinj*  f""* 
tiM  great  bulk  of  aocie^. 

t  "  tSth  December  1660,  I  did  aend  fbr  a  cap  of  tee,  (a  China  drink) 
"  of  which  I  had  nerer  drankbafbre ;"  aplMf  of  the  norel^of  lea  dliaking. 
Fmytli'i  ilmifMtia,  toL  it,  p.  SOS.  $  Page  146. 
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£.    ».    rf. 
Value  of  the  rectory  in  the  king's  books    17  10    Of 
Vicftrage     14  16  10 

The  chuich  of  Elm  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints ;  the 
chapelofEmneUi  to  St  Edmund.  The  church  is  a  noble 
large  building,  with  a  grand  tower  at  the  west  end,  built 
in  a  Gothic  cathedral  fashion,  and  adorned  with  carved 
woik,  with  four  small  pinnacles  at  the  comers,  Su:.  and  a 
small  lead  spire.  In  it  hang  five  bells,  There  is  a  very 
handsome  arch  at  the  west  end,  by  which  you  enter  a 
door  into  the  belfry.  It  has  a  spacious  nave  with  two 
aide  aisles,  a  north  poicb,  and  chancel,  all  leaded.  The 
altar  stands  upon  three  stops  and  is  railed  round.  The 
chancel  has  four  lancet  windows;  and  coronets  under  the 
north  stalls  were  painted  as  if  done  at  the  expense  of  the 
bishop  of  Ely.*  Over  the  communion  table  are  written 
the  Loid's  prayw,  the  creed,  and  the  ten  commandmentB. 
In  the  year  12fi0,  Kicholaa,  archdeacon  of  Ely,  granted- 
to  Walter  de  Tylneye  and  his  heirs,  leave  to  build  a 
chapel  on  his  own  premises  in  the  marsh  at  Elm,  for 
the  celebration  of  divine  service,  the  chaplain  officiaUng 
therein  to  be  approved  by  the  rector;  the  family  to  attend 
divine  service  in  the  mother  church  on  the  six  {nincipftl 
festivals  in  the  year,  and  ail  the  rights  of  the  said  charch 
to  continue  inviolate.  This  permission,  and  the  conditi<Mk 
on  which  it  was  granted,  were  confirmed  by  Hugo  de 
Horthwold,  bishop  of  Ely,  on  2l8t  AprU  1264.  This, 
probably,  was  St.  Chnsto]^er's  chapel,  near  Berryal  field, 
where  Sayer's  field,  and  Cotton's  common,  in  Outwell, 
join;  which  is  mentioned  by  Dugdalef  in  the  description 
of  certain  ancient  sewers,  ordered  to  be  cleaned  out  in 

•  CdM'  M3S.  t  Dugdali,  p.  Ms. 
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the  year  1589.  In  1339  Robert  Hakebeach  obtained  of 
the  bishop  a  licence  for  celebrating  divine  service  in  hist 
oratory,  within  ^e  paiiah  of  Elm,  for  three  years.*  In 
1343,  Simon  de  Montaciite,  bishop  of  Ely,  dedicated 
the  church  at  Elm,  celebrated  divine  mass  therein, 
and  ordained  three  acolytes  or  enbdeacons-f  In  1406 
there  were  fonr  stipendiary  chaplains  in  the  church  of 
Elm  com  Emneth,  viz.  Dominas  Ro^ros  Capellanus, 
DoBunus  Uenhciu  Derham,  Dominus  Alexander  May 
ner,  and  DominuB  Ricardus  Albald.j:  In  the  grants  of 
quom  Eliiabeth,  there  is  one  mentioned  in  the  forty- 
second  year  of  her  reign,  whereby  she  gave  up  to  bi^op 
-Heton  a  portion  of  tithes  which  she  held  in  Elm,  for- 
merly the  [Hroperty  of  lord  Essex,  of  the  clear  annual 
value  of  £8.  13>.  4d.  There  was  fwmerly  another  chapel, 
dedicated  to  St.  Giles,  at  Elm,  situated  at  the  distance 
of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south-east  of  the  church. 
It  appears  to  have  been  formerly  surrounded  by  a  moat, 
and  between  the  ute  of  the  chapel  and  the  church  there 
are  remains  of  a  wall»  and  an  old  arched  gateway, 
whioh  seem  to  mark  the  approach  to  the  cbi^l. 
The  ground  is  irregular  and  stightly  elevated,  and  the 
site  is  still  known  as  the  Chapel  Hill.  The  land  is 
now  in  the  occupaticm  erf*  Mr.  William  Puirant.  A 
road,  stopped  up  within  living  memory,  led  to  this 
chapel  from  the  east  end  of  the  chnrch  yard.  In 
December  1824,  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Jackson,  A.  M.  was 
collated  by  the  twd  bishop  of  Ely  to  this  vicarage,  and 
soon  after  inducted.  The  vicar's  right  to  tithe  had  been 
for  several  yeus  queationed,  by  reason  of  the  variation 
in  the  cnctom  of  payment,  although  no  legal  proceedings 
were  punned,  bo  as  to  bring  the  case  to  a  satisfactory 

•  Muumetlti  of  tba  iee.  t  Rag.  MonUcota,  fe.  7. 

t  Reg.  f  ordhun,  fo.ieo. 
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issne.  The  preBent  vicar,  after  his  iadaotion,  gave 
notice  that  he  did  not  consider  the  payments  heretofore 
madetohispredeceaasorBtobeTaiid  umoduBes, which  the 
paiishioneis  resiating,  a  suit  waa  instituted  in  the  court 
of  Exchequer  for  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  the  vi- 
carial tithes.  The  suit  was  of  short  continuance ;  for  in 
two  years  after,  viz.  on  a  hearing  in  Hilary  term  1827, 
before  the  bar<ais,  the  parishioners  were  decreed  to  ac~ 
count  tot  tithe  in  kind.  Shortly  after  this  deciaioo, 
the  vicar  called  his  parishioners  together,  and  proposed 
certain  tenns  as  to  future  payment ;  which  proposals, 
liberal  in  their  offer,  wete  received  with  aatiafactioD, 
and  the  meeting  terminated  in  that  mutual  barmwiy, 
good  feding,  and  unanimity,  which  ought  at  all  times 
to  prevail  betvreen  a  cl^;yman  and  his  pariahioneiB. 

The  following  rectors  and  vicars  are  fonnd  on  record: 


1264  Nicholas  de  Ely,  afterwards  bishop  of  Winchester. 
1293  Jeffery  de  Kingston,  also  rector  of  Downham  in 
the  Isle. 

1297  Robert  Scarlet. 

1298  Peter  de  Arskam. 

1317  and  1339  Henry  de  Stantm  occurs.  Id  Uth 
Edward  II.  he  had  a  patent  to  grant  a  toft  by  the 
chapel  yard  for  the  chaplains  of  the  chapel,  for 
their  perpetual  habitation  given  by  him. 

1370  William  de  Petteworth  occurs.* 

•  WiDum  Pettawodrth,  ftntm  of  Om,  bnsf  dittarlMd  bj  odb  Nicbcte 
UmJub  of  hli  puiih,  n^liMUd  tbe  Idog  tor  nIM,  wbo  wder«d  the 
■briff  to  cl^  the  nid  Niclwha  in  the  ncareat  gMit,  valil  he  ahimU  iMwet 
iv  the  MOW.    4ihfiichHdU.    Ctl4i' MSS, 
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John  Copping 

1440  Thomas  ReynoldB. 

1456  William domestic  chaplain  to  the  bishop  of  Ely. 

1464  Thomas  Maricham,  otherwise  Throwland,  fellow  of  St. 
Peter's  college,  Cambridge. 
William  Read,  on  Markham's  res^^tion. 

1467  Thomas  MarUiam,  the  2d  time. 

1488  Thomas  Aleyn,  A.H. 

1600  William  Doughty,  LL.B.  chancellor  to  the  bishop. 

1540  Giles  Ajn,  B.D.  prebesdaiy  of  Ely. 

1552  Raphael  Caldebeck. 

1564  Thomas  Barkwith. 

1573  Thomas  Ithell,  LL.D,  master  of  Jesna  college,  Cam- 
bridge, in  1579,  prebendary  and  chancellor  td"  Ely. 

1279  Richard  Bridgewater,  L1..D. 

1590  Sir  Richard  Swale,  knight,  chancellor  of  Ely. 

1608  Boniface  Watts,  D.D. 

1616  Roger  Andrews,  master  of  Jesus  college,  Cambridge, 
and  prebenduy  of  Ely. 
Daniel  NichoIIs. 

1641  Robert  Dove,  A.M.* 

1645  Joaeph  Beaumont,  A.M.  master  of  St.  Peter's  colK'g*, 
Cambridge. 

1646  Thomas  Dove,  presented  by  the  pariiament.t 

1651  Henry  Johnson,  A.  M.  fellow  of  St.  John's  college, 
Cambridge. 

*  Whenn  the  pmoDiga  «f  Hm  com  Esuetli  ii  *(rid  bj  the  death  of 
Robert  Dore,  clerk,  tho  patientfa  of  which  otitiullj  wu  with  the  biihop 
ofEljiadeliniiiieiit, — tbeloidaeodraauiuai,  tothacndtbuthepuiibna; 
be  mpplied  with  ■  leuned,  godlj.  w>d  oithodox  ditine,  bere  oidraed  *ii4 
^peiBted  Thonni  D«fe,  AM-  to  be  nioiiter  theie.  /«nuli  ^  titt  Htam. 
rf  Cammtni. 

t  On  this  prewiitnrat  it  wm  oderadthet  one  (kdlnoie^  of  die  jeai'a 
profile,  to  end  at  MkhHfaaae  1646,  be  allowed  to  the  auMnter  wbo  had 
pteaehed  and  lappliad  the  mre  fin  the  laat  aii  montha.  JmmaU  of  tit 
HtHHif  CsMiwiii.    TlNBi*  Dots  vMbniisd  in  tba  chancel  at  ^nslh. 
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BOD  of  the  archbiBhop  of  that  name. 
1738  Potter,  D.D.  son  of  Dr.  Potter,  archbishop  of 

Canterbnry,  who  made  the  rectory  of  Eim  his  option  in 

the  diocese  of  Ely,  and  presented  it  to  his  son. 
1770  John  Warren,  D.D.   chaplain  to  the   bishop  of  Ely, 

vicar  of  Wisbech,  and  afterwards  successively  bishop 

of  St.  David's  and  Bangor. 

Waddington,  D.D. 

1804  Qeorge  Owen  Cambridge,  archdeacon  of  Middlesex, 

and  prebendary  of  Ely. 

Vican. 


Walter  de  la  More. 

1302  Hugh 

1376  John  Comberbury. 

1393  John  Wetyng. 

1401  John  Stacey. 

1404  Wimam  Aleyn. 
WUIiam  Stanley. 

1474  Edmund  Roray. 

1540  Nicholas  Walpole. 

Bernard  Huntelly,  deprived  in  1664. 

1673  Mark  Saunders. 

1576  Richard  Dowe. 

1578  Robert  Linsey. 

1696 Griffith. 

1599  Will"""  Gyles,  whose  wife,  Rachel,  was  buried  at 
Emneth,  in  the  south  aisle  of  the  chapel,  and  is  com- 
memorated by  the  following  verses,  inscribed  on  a  narrow 
brass  plate,  let  into  the  stone  that  c:  <        lit-r  remains : 

"  Restauranda  die  domini  fidissima  conjux, 
"  Hie  sita  Gulielmi  Gyles,  requiesce  Rahel," 
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1641  WiUiam  Alluuon,  A.M. 

1659  John  Machin,  A,M. 

1660  Henry  JohiuoQ,  A.M.  who  hid  held  the  rectory  tana 
1661,  and  was  buried  at  Elm  15th  November  1662. 

1662  Kobert  Cole,  A.M.  buiied  at  Ehn. 

1669  Charles  Danki,  A.M.  fellow  of  Jeans  college,  Cambridge. 

1698  Thomas  MsJlabar,  A.M. 

1709  Thomas  Davies,  A.M. 

Martin  ChalUs,  A.M.   of  Gtonvile     and  Caiua  college, 

Cambridge. 
1729  Edmund    Castle,    master   of  Corpus    Christi   college, 

Cambridge. 
1731  John  NewBon,  A.M.  boried  at  Elm  7th  September  1762. 
1762  Charles  Clarke,  of  Baliol   cdlege,  Oxford,  F.  A.  S. 

buried  at  Elm  2l8t  November  1780. 
1780  John  Swaine,  A.M.  of  Peter-house  college,  Cambridge, 

afterwards  rector  of  Stretham,  where  he  died  in  1802. 
1784  Csesar  Moi^an,  D.D.  successively  vicar  of  Wisbech  and 

rector  of  Stretham,  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  Ely  1812, 
1790  George  Varenne,  D.D.  died  in  October  1824. 
1824  Jeremiah  Jackson,  A.M.   of  St.  John's  college,  Cam^ 

bridge. 

Many  respectable  peraiMu  heretofwe  resided  in  this 
village,  whose  names  are  recorded  by  monuments  erected 
to  their  memory  within  the  church. 

In  the  chancel  is  a  mural  monumeat,  on  the  north 
aide,  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Clarke,  F.S,A.  collated  to  the 
vicarage  in  1762,  and  died  in  tha  year  1780. 

On  the  floor  »  a  muble  slab  to  the  memory  of  John 
Edes,  esq.  who  died  28th  February  1824,  aged  73. 
He  was  one  of  the  acting  magistratea  of  the  isle  of 
Ely,  a  deputy  lieutsnant  of  the  county  of  Cambridge, 
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and  a  eonservator  of  the  honoumble  corporatioo  of  Bed- 
ford level.  "To  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  depatted 
"  worth,  this  stone  was  placed  by  his  sorrowing  friend 
"and  partner,  H.J.  Nicholls."  Also  adjoining  is  another 
slab  to  Mrs.  Edea,  his  wife,  who  died  30th  January 
1807,  (^ed  47. 

The  diancei  is  parted  from  the  nave  by  a  neat,  low, 
iran  railing,  with  a  gate,  and  in  the  nave  ia  a  reddish 
mari)le  slab  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Adams,  who  died 
A.  D.  1397,  aged  67.  "  He  was  the  last  of  a  very  anci«tt 
"  fomily.  The  parishioners  of  Elm,  in  respectful  r^ 
"  mraibrance  of  their  benefactor,  renewed  this  memorial 
"  in  1777."  Also  another  to  the  memory  of  the  Rer. 
Thomas  Clarke.  On  a  pew  on  the  north  side,  near  to 
the  chancel,  are  carred  certain  arms,  viz.  a  ereacent 
impaling  a  chevron,  int.  two  swans  in  chief,  and  ft 
pair  of  shears  in  base :  this  pew  has  immemorially  been 
occupied  by  the  person  dwelling  at  Needham  Hall.  Also, 
a  little  further  ou,  is  a  pew,  on  which  are  carved  the  amur 
of  Jenkinson,  viz.  two  bars,  int.  three  boars  heads,  and 
near  thereto  is  a  large  marble  stone  to  the  memory  of 
Thomas  Jenkinson,  esq.  who  died  in  1763.  Another 
large  black  slab  to  John  Peacock,  gent,  who  died  in 
1 758 ;  and  five  slabs  to  different  branches  of  the  family 
of  Squire. 

At  the  west  end  is  a  handsome  marble  slab  dedicated 
to  Martha,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Christopherson, 
who  died  in  1823,  and  to  Mary,  relict  of  the  said  Rev, 
Thomas  Christopherson,  late  rector  of  Grainsby  and  vicar 
of  Eagle,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  who  died  in  1834, 
aged  88.  "  This  stone  is  laid  down  by  an  affectionate 
"  brother  and  son."  Also  a  memorial  to  JobB  Newaon, 
thirty-one  yean  vicar,  who  died  in  1762. 
2i2 
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■  In  the  Bouth  aisle,  at  the  east  end,  ia  a  maral  monn- 
menl  to  David  Waite,  of  Wisbech,  who  died  let  February 
1766,  aged  75,  one  of  the  deputy-lieutenants  for  the 
county,  in  the  commisaion  of  the  peace  for  the  isle  and 
and  for  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  also  to  Ann,  his  wife, 
(daughter^of  John  Kelaall,  esq.  of  Wisbech,  by  Ann, 
his  wife,  and)  graQdnJaughter  of  Robert  Balam,  esq.  of 
Elm,  died  in  }7d2,*  aged  69.  Near  the  above,  on  the 
floor,  is  a  black  marble  slab  to  the  memory  of  the  said 
John  Kelsall,  Ann,  his  wife,  daughter  (^  the  said  Robert 
Balam,  and  of  Jane,  the  wife  of  William  Pacey,  esq.  of 
Boston,  and  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  said  3dha 
Kelsall,  who  died  in  1777,  aged  27. 

At  the  west  end  of  this  ai&le  is  a  pavement,  raised 
two  steps  from  the  floor,  underneath  which  is  a  vault, 
wherein  are  interred  the  remains  of  John  Goddard, 
esq.  and  Sarah,  hia  wife,  and  on  the  wall  is  a  mural 
monamoit  to  the  memory  (^  the  said  John  Qoddaid, 
who  served  the  office  of  high-shmff  in  1766,  and  died 
in  1787,  aged  63 ;  and  also  of  Sarah,  hia  wife,  who  died 
in  1780,  aged  47. 

A  handsome  marble  bason,  standing  on  a  pediment, 
forms  the  font ;  near  thereto,  on  the  north  side,  ia  a 
plain  marble  slab  to  Sarah  Fumival,  wife  of  Gewge 
Morris,  esq.  captain  in  the  royal  navy,  who  died  in 
childbed  26th  April  1821,  aged  38,  and  two  of  their  infant 
children.  Adjoining,  is  a  slab  to  the  meoKXj  of  Mr. 
James  Sculthorpe,  and  two  children  of  John  and  Bwothy 
ScuUhorpe.  On  a  marble  lozenge  is  an  inscription  to 
Mary  Ann  Du  Pleasis,  who  died  in  1799,  aged  82. 
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la  the  north  aide  iu  a  slab  to  Robert  Fineham,*  who 
died  in  1667,  ^;ed  50.  The  east  window  of  this  aisle 
is  a  fine  one,  and  was  formerly  full  of  ligureB,  with  St. 
James  as  a  pilgrim  in  the  middle  of  it.  The  interiw  of 
the  church  is  in  very  neat  order,  the  pews  having  been 
recently  painted  tbroughont. 

In  the  chnrcfa  yard,  to  the  north-west  of  the  town, 
stand  three  or  four  altar  tombs  of -freestone  to  the  family 
of  Jenkinson.  A  Mr.  Jenkinson  built  a  good  house  at' 
Friday  Bridge.  His  father  lived  on  the  bank  between' 
March  and  Upwell,  at  a  farm  there,  and  had  the  toll 
where  he  got  bis  estate.t  There  are  other  altar-tombs 
in  the  church  yard  to  the  memory  of  the  Blackbome ; 
also  to  John  Wrangle;  Mr.  John  Dow,  who  died  in 
1798,  aged  67 ;  and  Mr.  John  Palmer,  of  Wisbech, 
who  died  in  1825.  Under  the  east  window  is  a  monu- 
mental stone  to  John  Edes,  jun.  who  died  in  1790,  in 
the  2ist  year  of  his  age. 

The  manor  of  Elm  formerly  belonged  to  the  bishop  of 
Ely,  and  was  held  of  his  capital  manor  of  West  Walton. 
Ancient  writings  speak  of  some  subordinate  manors  in 
this  parish,  as  Benford,  Hanstead,  and  Coldham,  of  the 
latter  of  which  Sir  Henry  Peyton,  hart,  is  proprietor,  of 
whoee  ancient  family  we  shall  presently  treat,  when  we 
speak  of  Emneth  and  Hogbech  Halt. 

Coldham  House  was  pulled  down  about  the  year  1793, 
when  the  present  neat  fann  house  was  erected  on  the 
aite  of  the  original  hall.  In  17th  Edward  11.  (1323) 
Walter  de  Langton,:]:  bishop  of  Corentry  and  Litchfield, 
aitd    treasurer     to    king     Edward     I.,     is    stated  to 

*  SMdMcriptieaor 'Otttinl..'       t  C«Iw'H88.       t  Dot.p.301. 
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Ii&re  held  the  manor  of  Coldham,  with  420  acres  of 
laad,  ptr  itrvic.  m  feod  mil.  la  1372,  William  Sbreet* 
ia  said  to  be  lord  of  the  manor  of  Coldham,  aod  io 
1437,  William  Vemouat  >a  mentioned  to  hold  the  name 
manor,  and  that  he,  together  with  his  partners,  ought 
to  repair  a  certain  bridge  in  £lm,  in  a  drove  called 
Crane  Drore,  and  another  in  Wisbech,  below  the  par- 
aoaage,  which  was  then  broken.  It  is  ptesomed  that  the 
family  of  Peyton  became  possessed  of  this  estate  in  the 
time  of  qneen  Elizabeth,  about  the  eame  period  in  which 
Sir  John  Peyton  purchased  the  Doddington  property. 
It  is  accurately  ascertained  by  a  terrier  of  the  parish, 
diat  in  the  year  1647,  Uie  maaat  of  Coldham  beltuiged 
to  Robert  Peyton,  esq.  who  waa  grandson  of  Sir  John 
Peyton,  the  governor  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  and  the 
■une  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Henry  Peyton,  bart. 

The  building  used  as  a  workhouse  has  every  appear- 
ance of  having  been  the  residence  of  a  respectable  &m%, 
by  its  ornamented  ceilings,  &c. ;  it  belonged  at  one 
period  to  Mr.  Thomas  Squire,  and  waa  purchased  by 
the  churchwardens  and  overseas  of  the  parish  in  the 
year  1801,  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  as  a  house  of 
raception  for  the  poor,  and  was  then  the  property  of 
John  Swaine,  esq.  of  Stretham,  and  had  for  many  years 
pnvioQsly  been  let  as  a  farm  house.  The  estate,  when 
ofiered  to  sale,  was  described  as  the  manor  of  Vanx, 
otherwise  Vause.  Dugdale  mentions  Beauford  (»  Ben-, 
ford  Hall,  near  to  Friday  Bridge,  then  belongiijgto 
Alexander  Balam,^  esq.  and  now  the  property  of  Hugh 
Jackson,  esq.§ 

•  Dagdile,  pagB  313.  t  Ibid,  page  317. 

%  Tbii  hmil;  contiDDed  to  be  of  imponuice  tor  many  centniiea.  Wa 
Cad  the  nama  mgntknied  in  tha  fiateroit;  of  the  Holy  Tiiaitj  in  Wiabach, 
(p.  tie)  and  Robart  Balau,  mij,  wai  biih-ahariff  tor  tha  conntial  of  Can- 
nialSH.  -   $aeep«c«S19. 
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Fridsy  Bridge  is  a  distinct  part  of  the  pariah,  lying 
about  a  mile  south  of  the  church,  coiuistiog  of  aoTiial 
respectable  houses.  The  place  haa  beea  long  known  by 
that  name,  although  its  ori^n  cannot  be  traced.  So 
early  as  1373,*  Dngdale,  in  his  description  of  a  sewer, 
describes  it  as  beginning  at  Friday  Bridge,  and  ex- 
tending  to  the  stone  cross  of  Wdle.  It  also  appcsui 
that  the  monastery  of  Crowland  held  certain  lands  in 
Elm,  which  on  the  dissolution  came  to  1^  crown;  these 
lands,  by  the  description,  seem  to  have  been  situated 
between  the  town  and  Friday  Bridge. 

There  was  another  most  respectable  residence  in  this 
parish,  called  STeedham  Hall,  in  former  days  of  very 
oonsidflrable  consequence,  though  by  lapse  of  tim* 
ndoced  to  a  state  of  dilapidation,  so  that  in  1604 
it  was  entirely  taken  down,  and  the  prsaeat  neat 
modem  house  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  or  ~ 
rather  in  ftont  Uiweof.  /" 

This  property  had  been  for  some  centuries  in  the 
poneasion  of  the  Fountaynes,  a  family  of  eonridMsble 
inflsenoe  in  Yorkshire.  The  late  Her.  Dr.  John 
Foootayne,  dean  of  X*A,  held  it  for  many  yean, 
when  it  descended  to  Miss  Catherine  Judith  Fountayne, 
who  dying  in  1824,  it  devolved  to  her  nephew,  Richard 
Fountayne  Wilstn,  esq.  at  this  time  M.  P.  for  York- 
-  shire,  t 

tlntbaMnothiewieBaf  padtuMDt,  im  dw  prcaaat  nigB,  (Om.  IV.) 

,  OM  of  th*  CanithbomugfaawiadiifrBBcIiuMl,  ad  dcprivad  cf  iu  priri- 

l(S*,WMSMatafiMonouhribnj,«iHliiiTiglittna«lR»d  to  «h»mH| 

of  Yark,  il*c«  wUsfa  tins   tha  frMholdm  of  tiait    »rt— dy    «««Ugr 

b«ve  iMv  Mthadtrf  tt  «lsct  JMT  M^«i  fcr  tbt  cmb9  laMMd  •( 
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The  old  maiwton  vas  of  brick,  with  a  porch  in  front, 
»nd  a  court  yard  walied  round.  The  length  of  the 
building  waa  one  hundred  and  eight  feet,  adorned  hy 
fifty-two  windows,  with  two  large  wings,  bearing  a 
similitude  to  the  Roman  letter  £,  of  three  etones  in 
height,  with  bay  windows  on  the  first  and  second 
stories.  Two  spacious  oak  staircases  led  to  each  wing: 
•everal  of  the  rooms  were  twenty  feet  square,  and 
upwards  of  twelve  feet  high.  The  entrance  fadi  was 
forty  feet  by  twenty,  supported  by  a  row  of  six 
oak  pillars,*  beautifully  carved,  on  stone  pedestals. 
In  the  hall  was  an  extensive  fire  place,  over  which 
was  a  curiously  carved  coat  of  arms  in  a  shield,  and 
with  a  crescent  and  three  bars,  with  fluppoiters,  still 
preserved  in  the  modem  house.  This  description, 
though  it  may  be  considered  by  some  nnneceasarily 
minute,  will  convey  the  impression  that  at  a  distaot 
period  the  old  structure  was  a  mansion  of  constdeiable 
note  and  importance.  A  tesselated  pavement  and 
pieces  of  stone  richly  sculptured  have  been  dug  op 
near  to  the  hall,  which  has  led  to  the  conjecture  that 
a  chapel  or  religious  house  once  existed  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood.  In  taking  down  the  old  mansion, 
several  ancient  coins  of  silver  and  brass  were  discovered 
in    the   foundation,  "t*     So  lately    as  in     1826,    some 

two,  u  hentofore.  Thu  prinle;*  wu  ezemasd  far  tbe  fast  tiMs  on 
the  general  return  of  memlwim  fbi  tha  preicnt  MwioD,  commencing  in 
Norembei  iS'lS,  when  the  abOTn  R.  F.  Wilion,  chj.  wm  elected  one 
of  those  tow  membera. 

*  Two  of  tliPM  udent  pillin  ue  preurred,  ud  now  c<Bi«titQCe  ■ 
nppan  on  OBcb  tide  oC^e  dooi  in  front  Of  the  jmrnat  luU. 

t  Setenl  old  caini  of  ■ilm-.uid  biun,  Blevem  of  vOffti,  An*  of 
•Urer  not  intelligible,  two  of  the  eisa  of  ■  ihilim;  of  tba  dtle  at 
<iaeea  EliMbeth,  1569,  ware  foood.  In  181S,  in  making Kcaletj  tiencfa 
in  the  pidan,  three  lilrer  piecea  were  dng  up,  om  having  ■  ducelly 
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workmen,  in  opening  a  furrow  to  let  off  the  superfluous 
water  from  the  land,  discovered  an  earthen  vessel, 
three  inches  and  a  half  high,  and  ten  inches  in 
circamference.*  In  the  walls  of  the  old  hall,  which 
were  of  great  substance,  were  found  a  cannon  ball 
of  the  size  of  a  six  ponnder,  also  the  remains  of  a 
b(»nb  shell.  We  might  have  supposed  these  to  have 
been  lodged  there  during  the  time  of  the  civil  wars ; 
but  it  appears  this  part  of  the  country  favoured  the 
parliamentary  interest,  and  that  Oliver  Cromwell  and 
bis  forces  were  received  in  a  friendly  way,  particularly 
at  this  inan8ton.t  Needham  Hall  is  at  this  time  the 
lesidence  of  Mr.  William  Dow,  who  has  enjoyed  it 
tot  a  considerable  number  of  years,  and  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  same  tenancy.  Needham  is  mentioned 
by  Di^ale  as  giving  name  to  certain  mounds  and  barriers 
in  that  part  of  Elm,  such  as  Needham  Bank,  Needham 
Dyke,  Sec.  And  iq  18th  Elizabeth,  (1686)  it  is 
stated  that  the  first  improvement  of  Needham  and 
Benial  fields  commenced  by  an  agreement  of  the 
land  holders  of  that  district,  who  at  that  time 
undertook  to  pay  an  acre  shot  of  sixpence,  for  defraying 
the  charge  thereof4  About  the  year  1713,  not  far  from 
a  tumulus  at  Elm,  an  um  fiill  (^  small  Roman  brass  coins, 

crowned  htai,  ud  niinidit,tlia  worda  "  JohnofGimil,  dak«i}fLiiicuter>" 
•iKrtlier  B  [dun  beid,  with  "  Brntni"  ani  it,  ud  ant  wlta  with  tlis  bead  of 
Uerenij.  In  ISIB,  on  doepaning  a  pond  nau  tha  uvuion,  wm  bond  ■ 
coin  with  tliewonl>"WitchtbTdud£l;;"  another  willi"OuUeliDniTartiua 
'•  Rei,"  and  a  igora  on  hOTMback.  Moat  of  theae  coini  an  now  in  the 
in  tt  Miaa  Aum  Gnham  Dow,  of  Naedham  hall,  who  diaplaya  g;reat 
D  raaeaich,  and  in  tbs  cnltiratioa  of  the  bu  arta,  aa  well 


*  It  ia  aaid  to  be  limilar  to  tha  one  in  the  librai;  of  Clare  HtU,  whkb 
ia  eataamed  a  peat  cnrioaitf ,  and  uisied  a  Uerfrnttuj. 

1  Bee  page  HO.  (note.)  f  Dngdtle,  p.  SW. 
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most  of  tbem  of  Victorinus  and  Tetricua,  mu  takea  np^ 
and  a  Roman  altar,  twenty-«iz  inchei  high  and  fonrteen 
broad,*  is  said  to  have  been  found  at  the  same  place. 
Also  coins  tram  OtdUeniu  down  to  Oratian  were  foniKl 
in  this  parish,  and  deposited  with  Beanpr^  Bell,  esq. 
who  haa  given  an  acoovnt  thereof  in  his  Bib.  Top. 

Abo  BO  lately  aa  in  the  year  1786,  tbve  was  fovnd 
in  a  field  in  Waldenea,  in  this  parish,  brienging  to 
Mews.  Ede«  and  Niched,  an  earthen  pot,  containing 
a  considerable  number  of  small  copper  coins,  chiefly  of 
Valentinian  and  Arcadlus,  which  was  ploogbed  up. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

A.D.       William  Mayhakd,  by  will,  gave  about  senn  acres 

1563.  of  land,  and  a  luniM*  &c.  in  Old  field,  Fridi^  Bridge, 
called  Widow  Hill's  Farm;  the  reitf*  to  be  distributed  to 
the  poor  as  die  tmataes  think  proper. 

1597,  William  Payne  gave  by  deed  sixteen  acres  of  land, 
in  two  piecea,  lying  in  Wales  fidd. 

1674.  TuoMAf  Coward,  by  will,  gave  six  acres  of  land,  in 
Old  field,  fcff  th£  purpose  of  buying  thirty  yards  of 
cloth,  at  two  shillings  per  yard,  to  be  made  into  eeata 
or  jackets  for  ten  poor  people,  and  three  chaldrons  of 
coals  for  the  poor  yearly.  He  gave  the  bhe  gift  to  the 
poor  of  March,  on  conditiMi,  if  either  pari^  officers 
should  fail  in  the  due  disposal  of  the  charities,  the  other 
pariah  to  have  both  gifts. 

1689.  Thomas  Squike,  by  will,  gave  twenty-two  aciet  of 
land,  with  a  house  and  bam,  in  Redman  field,  and  a 
room  for  a  schod,  and  half  an  acre  of  hnd,  in  Elm 
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town,  to  provide  a  achoolinaBter  for  tesching  the  children 
in  the  parishes  of  Elm  and  Enmeth  to  read,  write,  and 
cast  accomtts.  The  pariahioneTs  of  Elm  have  withSi 
thee  B  few  years  erected  an  entirely  new  and  convenient 
school  house,  for  the  use  of  the  master  and  children.  ' 
Hr.  Tibenham  is  the  present  mast^.  Mr.  Squire  also 
gave  twenty  shillinga  for  a  sermon  to  be  preached  on 
Si.  Thomas'  day,  and  forty  nzpences  to  the  poor  <m  the 
same  day,  payable  out-  of  four  acres  of  land,  late  the 
estate  of  Daniel  Swaine  eeq.  and  now  belonging  to 
William  Bird,  situated  at  the  Oooles,  in  Elm. 

Thomas  Adams,  by  will,  left  four  acres  of  land,    a.d. 
lying  in  New  Marsh,  Wisbech,  near  New  Common  bridge,  1697. 
for  <me  man's  coat,  two  women's  gowns,  and  the  re- 
mainder, after  deducting  the  necessary  expenses,  to  be 
given  away  in  bread  to  the  poor. 

Thomas  Jsnkinson,  bbq^  by  deed,  gave  to  the  poor  1767. 
of  Elm  two  acres  of  land,  lying  in  Walea  field,  the 
profits  of  which  are  to  be  distributed  among  them  as 
the  trustees  think  proper. 

The  profits  of  certain  lands  called  Crowmoe  have 
been  for  time  immemorial  employed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor.  About  1630  or  1635  a  field  called  Laddus 
or  Elm  common  was  first  taken  in,  at  which  time  one 
other  field  called  Crowmere,  said  to  contain  by  estimati<m 
nzty  acres,*  was  allotted  and  given  fco-  the  sole  use  and 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  Elm,  in  consideration  of  their 
beit^  excluded  fnBu  commooing  in  the  said  field  called 
Laddus,  then  first  takoa  in  and  allotted,  and  by  such 
agfoement,  the  right  of  cutting  firing  in  Cnnrmoe  was 


*  This  pnAabI;  wh  intended  for  fbr^  leTea,  w  by  Hm  map,  Crowmere 
cQBttlM  fcrt^SnacM*,  two  nedi,  ei^t  p«n:bM> 
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confirmod  to  the  poor  of  Elm,  and  all  ancb  pariBbionerf 
as  did  not  own,  rent,  or  occupy  lands,  houses,  or  other 
premises  exceeding  twenty  pounds  of  yeariy  rent  or  value. 
The  number  of  hassocks  allotted  to  every  house  of 
cottage  was  three  thowand,  and  if  any  person  cut  more 
than  three  thousand,  the  overplus  was  usually  given  by 
the  musters  or  fen  reeves  to  some  poor  widow.  No 
person  had  any  right  to  turn  in  or  feed  on  the  said  piece 
called  Crowmere,  any  cattle  or  stock ;  and  by  the  same 
agreement,  a'  road  to  and  from  the  said  field  was  duly 
set  out. 

These  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  church  register 
about  the  year  1772,  when  certain  musters  or  fenreeve» 
were  appointed  to  manage  the  said  piece  of  land,  whose 
succesBora  at  this  time  let  the  land  called  Crowmere,  by 
public  auction,  and  lay  out  the  rents  in  the  piHchase  of 
coals  and  flour,  which  are  distributed  among  the  indus- 
trious poor  at  certain  Beasoos  of  the  year,  as  agreed  upm 
at  a  public  meeting  of  the  parishionera  in  vestiy.  The 
lend  b  permitted  to  be  ploughed,  and  the  rent  is  now 
£  60.  per  annum. 

The  population,  by  the  last  retunia  in  \%.2\,  was- 
691  males,   677  females.     Total  1368. 

EMNETH  OB  ENEMETH 

Is  a  .hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Elm,  though  sitnated  in 
Freebridge  hundred,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  is  so 
called  as  lying  in  the  meads  or  meadows.  The  chapel 
belonging  thereto,  which  has  been  mentioned  as  dedicated 
to  Sunt  Edmund,  is  larger  than  most  parish  churches, 
having  a  nave  and  north  and  south  aisles^  and  a  chauceU 
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In  thechapel  are  several  monuraeats.  At  theeaat  «Bd  of 
the  south  aisle,  inclosed  with  icon  rails,  is  a  Bumptuous  one 
erected  altanvise,  on  which  lie  the  effigies  of  Sir  Thonms 
Hewar  and  his  lady  at  full  length,  and  at  tbeJr  feet  that 
of  a  child,  their  son,  who  died  young.  Over  this  monu- 
ment is  a  canopy  of  marble,  supported  by  pillars  of  the 
same  material.  On  the  summit  of  the  canopy  are 
shields,  with  the  arms  of  Hewar  and  Oxburgh.  It 
was  erected  in  1617,  by  Nicholas  Stone,  master  mason  to 
king  James  I.,  who  had  £96.  for  it.  Also  opposite, 
against  the  south  wall,  is  a  neat  mural  monument,  on 
thesummit  whereof  is  "Hewar,  a.d.  ISS6." 

On  the  floor  is  a  slab  to  the  memory  of  Frances,  the 
wife  of  Hewar  Oxburgh,  who  died  in  1698.  Also  slabs 
<o  the  memory  of  Joseph  Whitehall,  who  died  in  1735, 
Hewar  Oxburgh,  in  1781,  and  Sarah,  his  second  wife, 
in  1799. 

Near  thereto  is  a  stone  to  Dame  Audrey  Coney,  who 
died  in  1763,  and  a  small  Ublet  to  William  Millicent, 
who  died  in  1765. 

In  the  chancel,  Thomas  Dove,  mentioned  in  the 
flccoant  of  rectors  as  presented  by  the  parliament  in  1646, 
was  buried,  with  the  following  inscription  : 

"  Here  Thomas  Dove's  interred,  whose  name  alone 
"  The  pulpit  would  preserve,  without  this  stone. 
"  Ob.  May  Ist,  1661." 

In  the  nave  are  several  monumental  stones  obliterated, 
two  of  which  appear  to  have  had  efligies,  probably  in 
brass,  now  taken  away. 
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At  the  west  end,  a  marble  slab  to  Henry  Sottlhncll, 
LL.D.  rector  of  Asteiby,  in  die  county  of  Lincotn, 
ybungeat  son  of  Edward  Soatbwell,  esq.  of  Wisbech, 
who  died  in  1789. 

On  the  north  vail,  a  mural  mcHiument  to  Robert 
Baoyer,  and  Mary,  bis  wife,  who  was  daughter  to  Henry 
FoTour,  esq.  of  Wisbech.     He  died  in  1749. 

In  the  north  aisle  are  ntonumental  stones  to 

Maiy  Hawkins, 

John  Damant,  on  which  is  the  word  "  Resur^ra," 

William  Coe, 

John  Swansborongb, 

John  Bc^e. 

In  the  south  aisle  is  a  brass  plate  to  the  memory  of 
Rachel  Gyles,*  the  wife  of  a  former  vicar  of  Elm, 

In  this  chapd  was  ^e  chantry  of  Saint  Mary,  fotiaded 
by  Sir  Adam  de  Hagbeche,  in  that  part  of  the  south 
aisle  where  the  monument  of  Hewar  now  stands.  Also 
on  the  Qorth  side  is  a  space  unoccupied,  which  appears 
fonnerly  to  have  been  another  chapd  or  chantry. 

There  was  a  free  chapel  called  BeriiiDg  chapel  in 
this  hamlet,  aoA  on  the  27th  May  \3S9,  a  licence  was 
granted  to  the  chaj^ain  of  Emnedi  for  celebrating  divine 
service  there.t 

,    Partof  this  hamlet  bdoDged  to  the  great  manor  of  the 
priw  of  Lewes,  in  West  Walton,  which  extended  here. 


i  by  Google 


SI 


Si 


ib,GoogIe 


ib,GoogIe 


EMNETH.  i 

The  ancieDt  futuly  of  IngoldestliOTpe  held  a  mftnor  liere 
called  BellasiB,  which  came  into  the  Itimily  of  Sir  John 
CuttB,  heretofore  under-treaaurer  of  England.  The 
bishop  of  Ely  also  held  a  manor  which  belonged  to  the 
eee,  until  granted  to  the  crown  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth.*  The  manor  of  Lovells  in  Elm  likewise 
extended  here. 

In  this  hamlet  also  stood  the  reDeroble  mansion  called 
Hagbech  Hall,  which  the  ancient  &mily  of  Peyton 
made  one  of  their  residences  for  many  years.  In  the  6th 
king  John,  a.d.  1203,  it  appears  there  was  a  place  called 
Uagebeche.f 

Robert  de  Hakebeche  occurs  in  1295,  and  in  10th 
Edward  III.  Roger  de  Hakebeche  was  a  commissioner  to 
see  to  the  repairs  of  the  banlis  and  sewers  in  Marshland. 
In  the  eariy  part  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  Gilbert 
Ualtoft,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  held  the  lord- 
ship of  Emneth,  which  hie  sold  to  Sir  Andrew  Ogard, 
knight,  a  famous  general  in  the  wars  of  France,  who  was 
found  to  die  possessed  of  it  in  the  33d  year  of  the  same 
king,  (1454,)  afterwards  it  came  to  the  family  of  Hewar, 
bythemarriageofthe  widowofSir  A.  Ogard.  Sir  Thomas 
Hewar,  by  his  will  (2Ut  January,  Sth  Charles  I.  1629,) 
left  it  to  his  nephew,  Lawrence  Oxbu^h,  tbe  aoa  of  his 
sister  Thomaaine  Hewar;  in  which  family  it  continued 
until  Diana  and  Hewar  Oxburgh  X  sold  the  manor  house 

■  Pirkiiu.    Nou.p.lll.  t  PIU.TanuTrlii.  5th John, Rot. ir. 

}  I{ainiOxbnTghmairiedthe*mktafSirThBodiMiBiBoBght«B,bul.irtni 
wu  poiioiied  by  optam  DanneDan,  ha  mch,  hy  bit  prin^  faim  ■  intt 
4iitill«d  frooi  Uorel  Im*««,  wbieh  cwued  hn  d»th,  mod  Era  which  maiin 
captain  DoonalkB  wu  tried  K  Wuwick  ■«!•«■,  ud  btiag  (bund  gnittj', 
•■Sued  M  BIk  April  IT»1. 
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and  hall*  to  Sir  Thonias  Peyton,  bart.  from  wh(m>  it 
deeceaded  to  Sir  Henry  Peyton,  the  present  baronet. 

The  mansion  being  a  quadrangular  building,  inclosing 
a  small  court  or  area,  was  erected  in  the  olden  time, 
when  ctmifort  and  good  sense  were  prevailing  features, 
it  continued  standing  until  the  year  1805,  when  it  vras 
pulled  down  and  the  materiaU  sold,  together  with  the 
site.  Sir  Thomas  Peyton  (uncle  of  the  late  Sir  Henry) 
was  accustomed  to  make  this  hall  his  residence  during  a 
part  of  the  year,  and  the  period  of  his  arrival  in  the 
neighbouihood  was  always  hailed  with  gladness,  highly 
esteemed  as  he  was  by  the  surrounding  gentry,  whilst  his 
urbanity  of  manners  confirmed  the  respect  to  which  the 
rank  and  distinction  of  his  ancient  lineage  so  justly 
entitled  him.  Mr.  Camden  t  calls  this  a  knightly 
family,  from  its  having  been  distinguished  in  successive 
reigns  with  the  htmonr  of  knighthood.  Their  first  settle- 
ment in  England  is  traced  to  William  de  Mallet,|  « 
Norman  baron,  who  came  over  with  the  Conqueror. 

■  Th«  ccoTgjuce  WW  imtti  i5tli  June  ITiO. 

t  Cud.  Brit,  in  Camb. 

t  It  nuf  pnitwblj  ■Sbrd  lome  umucment  to  givg  ■  liat  of  tbe  Buaei  of 
the  noble  ciptaina  and  gantlemen  who  nine  orer  with,  tai  united  ling 
WilUUD  in  tbe  conqneit  bf  tfaii  Und.  Thej  are  to  be  finud  in  the 
CbroniBlet  of  Noinitndf  ■  Holinihed  hu  pmerred  t,  copy  of  Ibe  Ctta- 
Jofm  end  Roll,  fiom  which  the  following  liit  ii  eztncted : 

"  A  Citalog  of  inch  noble  men,  lord*,  and  gentlemen  of  nune,  u  cuoe 
into  the  land  with  William  the  ConquaroT. 

Odo,  biabop  of  Bajeoli  Henrie,  leig.  de  Fnrei* 

Robert,  erie  of  Moneinj;  Gmllamne   d'ADbellmare,  ttie-  de 

Roger,  eile  of  Baomont,  miiiamed  Fongierei 

A  U  baibe  Guillanma  de  ] 
GnilUnaieMaUetiieigiieurdeHoDt-  Lithare 

Ibtt  Le  leig.  de  Tonqoe 
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'    Hie  Tarioiu  branebea  of  whose  descendanti  have 
flourished  with  high  reputatioa  in  di£fereQt  parts  of  the 


N<Md  l8    VICMU 

CiulhoMeda  Vepoat 
La  Mlf.da  HagOBDiUs 
La  Mt(>  da  OiD^Mnil 
I.«iaig.  dBS.HanJn 
T>e  wdg.  da  PbU 
GnillaaBs  CrMpin 
OmDaomada  Hofsnaa 


•  Deagan 


aamu 

H^4b  Oooimt,  Ilka  Gm 

LaMi{.4a  Aa7 

I«  M%.  da  Goi^ 

LeM)i|.daIai^ 

La  aaig.  da  Touaita 

L«  laig.  da  AntascUn 

LaMi(.daVltraj 

La  Mlg.da  TrMtf,  (Hm  Tmj 

Laaeig.  da  Pkqvigiqr 

Lamg.  da  Eqja^ 

OimoBd,  aaig.  da  Fast 

Le  aeif.  da  Eatontaaik 

La  Mif.  da  Torehj 

LaMlt-deBtraaboat 

La  aaic*  da  Bnnal 

La  aaig.  da  Sadabaa 

L«  Mit-^  SowJMqr 

La  NJ|.  da  CiDjr 
Le  leig.  de  la  tUnn 
Eoldaa  da  Baanian 
La  laig.da  SaoKilly 
Laaaig-daOloti 
La  aaJf-  da  Sap 
La  aaic.  da  VaaniDa 


Um 


La  aug.  da  B 

La  aaig.  da  TaUaiaa 

La  aaig.  da  Sanlja 

La  leig.  da  BacqnaniU* 

La  aaig.  da  Pnaols 

La  Mag.  da  Joay 

La  aaig.  da  Aqaigmy 
L«  taig.  da  Fan; 
La  aaig.  de  Toaniay 
Leaaig.  da  ColombiaiaB 
Laiaig.daBollsbCT 
La  aaig.  da  Loagnefla 


La  aeig.  da  Haodctat 

La  aaig.  da  Uallatat 

La  aaig.  da  la  H»ia  Utlaiba 

La  aaig.da  Poieh  Pindia 

La  laig.  da  Jnatot 

ThaEria  of  Tanqnaida 

TheErbd'Ed 

Tka  Eriad'Aiqaaa 

Tka  Ella  of  Anioa 

ThaEile  of  Naoan 

La  aa%.  de  RomOa 

La  niBca  da  AlamaJsM 

Leaaig.  da  Panfllj 

La  aaig.  da  S.  Cler 

Le  aaig.  de  Eapiaay 

La  aaig.  da  Bnmelot 

Alain  Fetgut,  Eria  of  BraiaigM 

Le  aaig.  da  la  Farta 

Bobart,  ffla  Hanqri,   Due  da 

OilaaoB 
Le  laig.  d>  la  I^ada 
La  aaig.  da  Mortimer 
LaBaig.deCkM 
LaNi(.dtUa|DT 
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kingdom  to  the  present  day.     The  ancient  line,  which 
ORginally    bme  the   appellation  of   Matet,    afterwards 


La  uig.  da  FmBi^ 
Roger  de  MoBtgoneijr 
Amunir  deToun 
L«  laig.de  HMqnnille 
Le  leig.  de  Nraaibon 
Le  Mif .  de  Perao 
RobeKdeBewfba 


Laieff. 

EortKede  Hi 

Geofiyl 

I«  leiE-  de  Btelnaile 

Geofiy  da  Hal«BBfl 

Aoftkj  tad  MragM  de  Carleit; 

Le  aeig.  da  FrcamHe 

Le  aeig.  de  Hoidmj 

Le,  aaig.  de  Jaltaj 

GuilUoBM  Fatata.  aaig.da  la  Lasde 


Hue,  Etie  of  Qooniqr 
Epenunit  de  Lai^ 
RichaTd  de  Aarinehai 
Le  aeig.  de  Bearta 


Boutediard  Asbigay 

Le  aeig.  da  Marcey 

La  aeig.  de  Lieb; 

Le  aaig.  de  VaUare 

Golde  de  HoBtfon 

Henojik  de  Caliien 

Le  aeig.  de  Vimen 

GniUaaiiie  de  Meuioa 

RaiMl  TeMtn  de  TignoUea 

Angnerand,  Erie  of  HaKoun 

Roger  Marailou 

RaoDldeGtiel 

Aoeael  de  Viera 

Faaoel  du  Montivr  UdbKt 


Robert  Sertraale  Tort 
La  aaig.  de  SenlU 
Le  ae^.  Doiioai 
Laae^.dgbHej 
Le  aeig.  de  S.  Jobi 
La  aeig.  de  Sanaay 
La  aeig.  de  Bija 
Richaid  DeDebec 
La  aaig.  dn  Moniqaet 
La  aeig.  da  Breaey 
Le  aeig.  de  SeBiillj 
Le  aeig.  de  Ti% 
Laaeig.dePreaoz 
I«  aeig.  da  8.  Dasa 
Le  aeig.  de  Mealaj 
Le  aeig.  de  Monceanz 
Tbe  Archen  af  Bntolle 
The  Arcberaof  Va«dini3e 
Leaeig.deS.Saia 
I^aeig.  de  BieaaMa 
Le  ae^.  de  3ua7 
Le  aeig.  de  Naaiy 
Levidamda  Cbtrtrea 
lie  aeig.  de  Icannile 


Pierre  dn  Bailleul,  aeig.i 
lie  Seneachat  da  Torch; 
Le  aeig.  de  Grlaaej 
Le  aeig.  de  Baaaey 
Le  aeig.  de  Toonuor 
GuiUaiune  de  Colombicra 
La  aeig.  de  : 

Le  aeig.  de  DanniUw* 
Le  aaig.  de  BenUle 
Le  aaig.  de  CreneMdr 
Le  aeig.  de  Braate 
Le  aaig.  de  Cointrajr 
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successively  took  the  namea  of  Ufford  ftild  Teytdh,  from 
the  places  of  its  abod6  aitd  settlement,  it  being  the  custom 

The  Erk  of  Enreiu 
Le  MJg.  de  Seint  Valery 

"  With  other  loTtU  uidmsn  of  icconnl  ia  great  numtien,  irhoH  namastbe 
■athor  of  the  Chnmiclei  of  NonuiB^e  could  not  cintie  by  (u  lie  himtdf 
confeueth) ;  in  cODddention  whereof,  ud  bicuwe  dlaen  of  thete  are  Mt 
fbrfh  oolie  hjr  their  titles  of  Mtale,  ind  not  b;  flwir  nununei,  we  bava 
Ihooght  it  caaOanieDt  to  nuke  joa  peitalcen  of  the  roll  whicb  lome  tune 
belonged  to  Btttell  Abbeie,  coDtainlnf*  ilao  (m  the  title  thereof  imported) 
the  nainei  of  mch  Dohlei  and  gentlnneit  of  marque  at  came  at  thit  time  wHh 
the  Canqnenir,  whereof  diueiBe  maie  be  the  ume  penoua  which  in  tSe 
catalog  abane  written  are  cMiteiBed,  bearing  tba  name!  of  the  plaCea  irtieieof 
ihej  were  poaaaMooia  and  ownera,  aa  b;  the  lame  catalog  miie  appewe. 

"  7^  lUU  ef  Batttlt  Abbeit. 

Armtile  Atnay  Bemer*            Braden             Bodin 

Ain  court            Aapeimonnd  Braibnf            Brdlenj            Betemile 

Andelef  Amerengea  Brande  and      Bnmell             Bmtiil 

AdgiOam  Bronce          BeUet               BeTanevile 

ArgentoQiLe  Beitrim  Burgh              Bandewin  Bellewe 

AmndeH  BnttecMirt  Boahj              Beaumont  Beneij 

Auenaat  Biebna  and  Banet               Bntdon  BaaaheU 

AbeU                     Bjaeg  BlondeD           Bertenilaj  Bortnnlle 

Anunnie  Baidolft  Breton               Barre  BFowe 

AoDWera  Baaset  and  Blmt  and         Boauuile  Belctiera 

Angera                  Bigot  Baioua         Blnnt  Bofbid 

Angenoon  Bohon  Browne  Beanpere  Botelera 

Archere  Bailif  Beke  BeniQ  BoBueier 

Ado*;  Bondemle  Biekaid  Baidaedor  Botenile 

Aapenlle,  Brabaaon  Banaatre  Bratte  Bellire 

Albemle  Baakandle  Baloun  Barrett  Butard 

Andeoila  Bnrea  Beanclumpe  Boniet  B«ia«id 

Amotuidmle  Boniulaiae  Bray  and  Hainaid  Biwaaid 

Arcy  and  Boia  Bandy  Baniinale  Beethelma 

Akeny  Botelere  Bracy  BoneU  Braine 

Albeny  Boimher  Bomdes  Bany  Breat 

Ajbeuare  Bial«ion  Ba«!0«n 

2k2 
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for  some  ages  after  the  coDqae§t>  to  diBtingouh  fiuniUvs 
by  the  cbrutian  name,  and  the  reapective  jdacee  of  their 


B«lsn>  Cbobaelay  t>ii£afd»  EnpiM  Flti-Haaria 

Btandsa  Champnaj  Du«II  EMimI*  Fitk-Wuen 

Bstdet  CbtwDo*  Dekber  Eataimj  Fits-Raiaold 

Btfot  Coaioile  Dob^idtf  Fbnoila 

Bmbimw  ChMipiw«  DaUli>da  t«mtm  Tcamuj 

Bebai*  CtnnUa  DdabiU  Falnill*  Fite-Eoituh 

Bdaio-  CKboMlle  Dobmn  FStm-VltUa  Flu-Luicace 

B«nga  Cbariai  Delaoach*  Fite-Maima-  Foittikand. 

Boeli  Cbanbcrga  Dakanj  doka  Fruoond 

Balafiooa  ChawnM  Danatza  Flnra  FiBara&  Fiu- 

Bniti  CluiimQot  Danjr  Filbad  Bobut 

BuebaBp*  C^araan  DabammUM  Fiti-B«fn'        Fmniiuls 

CiMiM  Daw; 


Chawent  Chuttcs  Sailby 

CoKleny  CMwaj  DeULoM 

Calnl*  Cbaraemut  Dmufa 

ChimlMiIuu  Ciamila  DbIm  Fita-WOIiaB  Flinrtiwif  i 

Comin  Coriy  DeUwud  Fits-PuB  Ganqr 

Colmbn  duly.  Ddiphnch  Fiti-Aa(gr  GraMf 

CrilMtt  CUoali  Damaot  Fiu-Alajn  GraaBKn 

Craujiian  Climidiia  Ttianj  Tits-RMff  Giaey 

Cubine  CoartMUj  Dehenae  Fits-Brom*  G«atgn 

Cinb«tt  Cliffiiid  Dauila  Fonka  Gower 

Chanadoa  Diwld  Fnoil  Gancjr 

Chawraft  DtnanOlB  Doimlla  Front  da  Boaf  GoUnd 

Cleramana  Dare;  Dnnnt  Facaabarga  Graf 

Cltnll  Dina  Dnuj  Fott  Gwuaoa 

Chopia  Di^ancara  DaUtot  FiihII  Gabba 

Chaoadait  Danbaay  Dmatanola  Fita-Simaa  GoUoa 

ChaDteloir  DamaU  DimcliaBpe  Fita-Fonk  Gnoay 

Chaaben;  Daalaeaad  Daail>eUoB  Filidl  Gramt 

CiMBj  DnidJ  Fita-TIkODua  Greila 

Cartenaj  Dcoan*  tMaugp  FiU-Horica  Grewt 

ConaataUa  Daoan  Eatatanila  Fitt-Ui^  Gscrj    . 


Fila-Hailwit 

Fit^Phiiip 
Faw 

Fita-Faraa 
Fichat 

Fonioaua 

Flta-Bawsi 

Fit^Otea 

Fita>FiIs 
Fita-Jofaa 
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Inlntation ;  thus  William  de  Malet  was  bo  named  from 
Malet,  in  Nonnandjr,  Robert  de  Uffoid  from  a  village  of 


Gmlaj  Kmol  Hohint  HintsOBMnte    Mona 

OnBiDMJ  KaiTs  Mona  isdHuib       Hslun 

Gsnoiu  Kwnm  MHmdaiiile  Honpineo;         Hireetu 

OnBdoB  Kolna  Hinnilon  Haioa  MiiaU 

GndoM  Kinanmna  Moribn;  Hiiiud  Hortoa 

Ginei  Kiiiall  Hmnile  Marell 

Grinil  Kuicey  HirUIl  Hunell  Nam 

GMttaofla  Kanatae  Haola;  Malatoaa  N«ail» 

Otstaoila  Halabnoach  HaBorani         Nawmaicli 

GxnMy  1.000117  Mtlaaaiaa  HomU  NMb«t 

GiArd  Lacj  Hortincra  Moikiu  SUina  Norics 

GoMTfM  liaaahy  Mortiauns  Hilaran  Newboraugli 


LiMUkbj  Martema  Monatmartm  Naite 

HioBtenaj  Looell  Hoontbotlier  Mntalet  Normtiiile 

HasDurd  Lenari  MamtUiilBi  Hinan  Neo&BVch 

HMdagt  Lauatot  Mtlenila  HiocliikB  Ifanniti 

Haolajr  Lucy  Mibt  HumchaoaU  NanbroU 

HaoMtl  Lnay  MooBtanaj      Monet 

Hnaao  Lofamle  Monkkat  MamtoBors  OtenaH 

Haiioaa  Looieapa*       Makheifae  Melolak  01ib«f 

Hama  I«nar*ea  Man  Manoite  Olifknt 

Hareoniit  Longwhampe  Uoaagns  Han|lBaTa  Otenal 

HMUora  I  oarilni  Usnid  HanniMin  Oiaell 

HouoO  Lbc7  Home  Mountloael  (Hibrd 

H«M»liB  Loun  IlaQtniian  Mtwiawud  Orioall 

HtTama  Ladad  Marks  Hunhant  OrioU 

UaidaU  Loia  Hurn  Mollar 

Hakat  I^itarell  MoTtioala  MonatpMuris  Pifot 

Hamood  I«i^a  HeocbaaMr  Haala;  Pei7 

Hatcord  Lo«|saaIa  HtUorj  Manlaid  Parepoimt 

Hare;  L07  Manj  Ifaiaafd  Paiahal* 

LoiaBcooit  Hatmtapi  Moneie  Power 
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that  name  m  Suffolk,  and  Robert  de  Peyton  from  a  wat 

oalled  Peytoa  Hall,  at  Boxford,  in  the  lame  county, 
and  by  this  last  name  the  surviving  branches  of  the 
family   are   now  known.     By  continual    intennarriages 


PiDkeiue 

Bon* 

Sent  John 

T«nT 

Vnbnd 

Pom.«, 

Rtubin 

Sent  George 

Tooke 

V>l«n 

POXBCO 

Rkbuid 

SantLM 

TibtOtB 

Veinr 

Po»el, 

RoDde 

S«w 

TurbeBile 

VutmOe 

Pufrere 

Bi« 

SalDiD 

Turoikt 

V<aid> 

Phikraet 

Rok«n 

Si 

To«y.»d 

VCROS 

Phwi. 

RiMn 

Soln. 

Tuunui 

VMbare 

RudDila 

8«av 

V^j 

Piachiid 

BoMlin 

SentAlbin 

TrAKchelion 

Vw..y 

Pfcc, 

RMtiAe 

S«ntMutia 

TukanuUe 

VUn 

P-OT 

HiiraiD 

TiraU 

Vcmoyi 

Pato6Bc 

Ronsne 

S«Kui> 

TriuBt 

VnuU 

FUm 

Rait 

SeotBubs 

Totat 

Vnket 

I^pfliom. 

RipeiB 

Sem  Vile 

TnuCTi 

VnalUl 

P~«lV 

RilDJ 

Tudeoile 

VudonU 

Penreud 

SongliM 

Tniboniile 

VabMM 

Pel«y 

SaA/ord 

BuduOe 

TiMuik 

VUimbnl 

FouraU 

Hainuud 

S-BMey 

Toren 

Peuk»r 

SirewMt 

T<^lappd 

Vdioe 

PecccU 

Soock 

SeDtCheneniU 

Tnubote 

Vinilh. 

PinBU 

Sheoile 

SentUoni 

TreuenU 

Vaneordeu 

putrin 

S«iuh«iui 

BntScudcDDiin  Tfrnwu 

VilengM 

Ffltiatdl 

SendeiB 

TotcUei 

Pt<i.ui 

StntQuintia 

Tojet 

Wudebou 

Putalf 

Soil  Omen 

Tprcy 

Vwe 

Wud 

Prito 

SentAmood  Tucbet 

Vemoan 

W»ft« 

PeiwcDTd 

3ailtl>gwe  Tree  J 

Ve«7 

Wtko 

Pniudil'UgtX 

Tnnwlnit 

VndannB 

Wueiiu 

PeidMk 

aiw«4 

TruneU 

ValBDca 

Waia 

Tiket 

VBideim 

Watelin 

Qrinci 

SMlforf 

Tniwel  and 

Vuutoni 

W.te«U 

Quii.tii>T 

Suctai 

Trboa 

VeadaiB 

Wdy 

S««r 

Tilbot 

V«lw 

Wndonca 

Rm 

Swky 

T«a, 

V.l<ngn 

W..PVI. 

Ridall 

SuIm 

Tnie> 
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with  smay  of  the  duef  families  of  England,  ithu  not  so 
much  increaaed  the  splendour  of  its  own  stoch,  as  added 
a  new  lustre  to  theirs.  The  camp,  the  bar,  the  senate, 
the  church,  the  court,  and  the  country,  owe  to  this  house 
some  of  their  ^eat  omame&ts,*  The  founder  of  it  died 
bravely  ia  de&oce  of  the  city  of  Yoric,  against  the  Danes ; 
and  two  of  his  descendaots,  who  were  the  first  and  sncces- 
sirelyearis  of  Suffolk,  Robert  and  William  de  Uffiwd,  were 
both  of  them  lords  high  admirals  of  T-^T^g^nH  jn  the 
E^gn  of  the  victorious  Edward  III.,  tiie  fonner  of  whom 
bad  the  honour  of  being  a  knight  companion  of  the  order 
of  the  garter  upon  the  first  intrtitutioo  of  it,t  and  was 
engaged  in  a  con^ued  series  of  eminent  actions. 

Robot,  the  father  of  the  fint  eail  of  Suffolk,  was 
created  kqight  of  the  bath  in  Slst  Edward  I.  (1302)  and 
bodi  he  and  Ralph  de  Ufford,  his  second  scMi,  were  lords 
justices  of  Ireland ;  the  fathu  in  4th  Edward  I.,  the  son 
in  20th  Edward  III. 

So  many  of  this  family  hare  been  called  to  do  their 
king  and  country  service  in  parliament,  some  to  the 
qpper  and  others  t^  the  lower  house,  that  it  would  be 
tedious  to  mention  all  their  names  and  persons,  j:  John 
de  Ufford,^  son  to  the  first,  and  brother  to  the  second 
earl  of  Suffolk,  received  his  education  in  Cambridge, 
and  proceeded  doctor  of  civil  and  canon  law.  He  was 
afterwards  promoted  to  the  deanery  of  Lincoln ;  but  his 
talents  were  too  lai^  to  be  confined  to  a  private  church : 
his  admirable  eloquence  and  profotmd  knowledge  of  the 


*  Dogdile'i  Buxmetsga,  toL  i.  p*g«  110. 
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Uw  demanded  a  higher  sphere,  and  accordingly  be  was 
called  up  to  be  8  member  of  Uie  king's  cooncil  and. 
chancellor  of  En^and ;  and  after  he  had  fv  some  time 
filled  the  highest  station  of  the  law  with  great  integrity, 
he  was  from  thence  advanced  to  the  aichie^uscopal  see 
of  Canterbniy ;  after  he  had  sat  in  this  seebnta  short 
time,  viz.  six  months  and  six  days,  he  was  swept  away  in 
the  dreadful  pestilence  which  raged  in  this  kingdom  a.d. 
1350,  dying  intestate,  upon  vhioh  Andiew  de  Ufford,* 
archdeacon  of  Middlesex,  took  out  letters  of  addunis- 
tration  to  his  effects,  as  heir  at  law.  Thus  did  the  mem> 
beis  of  this  &mily,  by  discha^ing  these  great  at^ions 
and  offices  with  abilities  and  address,  reflect  credit  aa  the 
courts  of  those  seveial  kings  who  employed  them,  and 
by  being  joined  in  the  commissioK  of  the  peace,  and 
executing  the  office  of  sherifls  for  thm  respective 
counties,  which  many  of  them  frequently  did  in  successive 
reigns  with  honour  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  their 
country,  they  acquitted  themselves,  though  in  a  less 
brilliant  sphere,  as  eminenUy  serviceable  and  distin- 
guished members  of  the  community. 

There  is  a  particular  account  of  the  lise  and  prt^jeas  of 
this  family  in  Dugdale's  Baronetage.  In  this  place  we 
shall  only  give  an  account  of  that  branch  which  settled 
at  Doddington,  in  the  isle  ot  Ely. 

The  first  of  these  was  Sir  John  Peyton,  knt.  second 
aoQ  of  Sir  Jdin  Peyton,  of  Knowlton,  in  Kent,  and  of 
Dorothy,  his  wife,  dangbler  of  Sir  Johnf  Tindal,  who 
was  created  knight  of  the  bath  at  the  coronatiui  of  queen 
Anne  Bullen, 

•  Pkriwr'aAaLEcd. Br. plates,     t  CiIMSitBalwnmvaLLiiH«S9* 
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Sir  John  Peyton  of  Dodd!ngton  was  the  thirteenth  in 
dcBcent  from  William  de  Malet,  the  Norman  baron,  and 
in  good  and  great  qualificationa  no  wajs  inferior  to  any 
of  hia  ancestors.  He  was  educated  after  the  politest 
manner  of  the  age  he  lived  in,  by  aerring  in  the  wars  of 
Zanders,  under  the  most  able  and  experienced  aoldiers 
and  p<diticianH  of  that  time.  From  hence  he  received  all 
Aose  advantages  which  a  good  underatanding  can  be 
flupposed  to  reap  from  free  and  familiar  converaa^on 
with  the  wisest  and  most  polished  men  of  all  nations, 
met  tt^ther  as  npon  a  public  theatre  of  action.  The 
aceomplishmeDta  whidi  he  brought  home  with  him 
recommended  him  to  the  (avonr  of  a  princess,  who  was 
famed  for  a  nice  discernment  of  the  eminent  qualifications 
of  her  subjects ;  he  was  called  to  her  privy  coancil,  and 
made  lieutaunt  of  the  tower;*  and  afterwards  in  the  reign 
of  king  James  I.,  snceeoded  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  the 
goremmrat  of  the  isles  <^  Jtney  and  Guernsey,  in  which 
post,  by  his  prudent  and  steady  management,  he  settled 
the  English  liturgy  in  the  former,  where  the  Geneva 
discipline  had  prevailed,  and  made  a  good  progress  in 
bringing  the  latter  to  the  same  standard  of  primitive 
pie^.  Amidst  the  sunshine  of  a  court,  and  the  affluence 
of  a  large  fortune,  hia  conduct  was  so  regular  and 
temperate,  tiiat  his  life  was  prolonged  to  the  age  of 
ninety-nine  years,  in  so  much  health  and  vigour,  that  he 
is  said  to  have  ridJen  buck  hunting  three  or  four  daj^ 
before  his  death.  He  married  Dorothy,-!-  danghter  and 
b^«ss  4^  Edmund  Beanpr^,  of  Outwell,  in  Norfolk,  esq. 
and  widow  of  Sir  Robert  Bell,  who  was  speaker  in  the 
house  of  commons  in  the  14th  of  Elizabeth,  and  chief 
baion  of  the  exchequer,  by  whom  he  had  issue,  only  one 
aoQ,  viz. 

'  Sm  EBgnvfai.  t  Itid. 
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Sir  John  Feytoa,  who  was  knighted  in  his  fa.iha'a 
lifetime,  and  succeeded  him  in  his  estate.  This  gentleman 
was  conspicBoaaly  distinguished  as  a  polite  scholar :  he 
manied  Ahce,  the  second  daughter  of  Sir  John  Peyton, 
of  Isleaham,  bart  and  by  her  had  issue,  three  sons  and 
six  daughters : 

let.  Robert,  who  manied  Eliiabeth,  iaagftiet  of  Sir 
]  Richard  Anderson,  of  Penley,  in  Hertfcudahire,  knt.  and 
died  witboat  issue  April  26th,  1669. 

2d.  Algernon,  who  succaeded  his  brother  in  his  estate, 
of  whom  hereafter. 

3d.  Henry,  who,  in  the  grand  lebelhon,  engaging  in 
the  royal  cause,  was  (mfortunately  killed  by  hii  own 
soldiers  at  Banbury,  forgetting  the  watchword.  Bis 
daughters  were  married  as  f(dlowB  :  lat.  Elizabeth  to 
Sir  Anthony  Chester,  of  Chichley,  in  Bucks,  hart ;  2d. 
Abce,  to  -~ — Lowe,  esq.  ;  3d.  Dorothy,  to  lawrence 
Oxbui^h,  of  Emneth,  esq.;  4th.  Frances,  to  FraQcis 
Fortescue,  esq.  barrister  at  law,  solicitor  to  queen  Mary, 
consort  of  king  Charles  I. ;  6th.  Susanna,  to  Jdin 
Richers,  of  Tring  UalJ,  in  Ifoifolk,  esq.  (she  died  in  17Q6, 
in^her  90th  year,  and  was  buried  at  Chesterford-Magna, 

in  Essex) ;    6th.   Anne,  to Bient,  of  Wo(cest«f- 

shire,  esq. 

Sir  Edward  Peyton,  bart.  a  collateral  branch  <£  this 
family,  wrote  a  book  called  '  the  DiTiae  Catastrophe  of 
the  Kingly  Family  of  the  House  ot  Stuart.' 

Algernon,  second  son  of  Sir  John  Peyton,  was  edseated 
at  Cambridge,  entered  into  b<dy  orders,  and  proceeded 
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doctor  of  divinity  in  that  university.  He  was  hdr  to 
his  brother  Robert,  (who  died  without  issue)  and  rector 
of  Doddington,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  CocA,  of  Chisael,  in  Essex,  esq.  by 
whom  he  had  issue,  three  eona  and  three  daughters :  1st. 
John,  created  baronet  December  10th,  1660,  12th 
Charles  II.,  who  dying  unmarried,  the  title  expired  with 
him;  3d.  Algernon,  created buonet  March  12th,  1666, 
18th  Charles  II.,  of  whom  hweafter;  3d.  Henry,  who 
embraced  a  mihtary  life  from  fourteen  years  of  age,  went 
gradually  throagb  the  several  posts  of  the  aimy,  and  was 
by  queen  Anne  made  a  brigadira,  and  governor  of  Gallo- 
way, in  Ireland:  he  died  unmarried  in  1714,  and 
left  behind  him  the  character  of  having  been  a  good 
christian  and  a  brave  soldier.  His  daughters  were, 
1st.  Dorothy,  who  died  young ;  2d.  Elizabeth,  married 
to  Gregory  Parlet,  of  Downham,  in  Norfolk,  gent. ;  3d. 
Alice,  married  first  to  John  Nalson,  LL.D.  rector  of 
Doddington,  and  prebendary  of  Ely,  well  known  to  the 
learned  world  by  his  many  useful  and  ingenious  writings, 
and  secondly  to  John  Cremer,  of  Norfolk,  gent. :  she 
died  in  1717,  Dr.  Peyton  lies  buried  in  St.  George's 
church,  Southwark,  having  died  in  London  in  1667, 
He  added  much  to  the  convenience  of  the  parsonage 
honse  at  Doddington,  by  making  the  hall,  which  before 
vas  open  to  the  top,  into  four  lodging  rooms,  with 
chimneys,  8u:.  Sir  Algernon  peyton,  bart,  second  son  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Algernon  Peyton,  succeeded  him  in  his 
estate,  and  married  Fraacea,  daughter  and  heir  to  Sir 
Bobert  Sewster,  of  Ravely,  in  Huntingdonshire,  knight, 
(who,  surviving  him,  was  married  to  colonel  Skelton)  by 
whom  he  had  issue,  one  son  and  two  daughters,  viz.  Sir 
Sewster,  who  succeeded  him  in  his  title  and  estate ; 
Anne,  married  to  Philip  Bell,  of  Wellington,  in  the  county 
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of  Norfolk,  esq.,  and  Algerina,  to  Qeorge  Dashwood,  of 
Peyton  Hall,  in  Suffolk,  esq.  who  Kired  as  colonel  ia 
the  anny,  and  was  the  yoang«st  son  of  George  Dash- 
wood,  esq.  of  London ;  he  died  in  May  1671,  and  was 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  Doddington. 

Sir  Sewster  Peyton,  bait.*  son  and  heir  to  Sir  Algernon, 
was  master  of  the  buckhounds  to  her  majesty  queen  Ann, 
during  the  life  of  his  royal  highness  prince  George  of 
Denmark,  in  joint  commiasion  with  another  gentleman. 
He  married  Anne,  second  daughter  to  Uie  last  named 
\  George  Dashwood,  of  London,  esq.  sister  to  Sir  Robert 
■Dashwood,  of  Northbrook,  in  com.  Oxon.  bart.,  and  to 
Hichard  Dashwood,  of  Cley,  in  Norfolk,  esq.  and  to  the 
late  colonel  George  Dashwood,  of  Peyton  Hall,  in 
Suffolk,  esq.  By  this  lady  he  had  issue,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  viz.  Thomas,  heir  to  his  estate  and 
title,  of  whom  hereafter,  and  Henry,  who  died  of  a 
ferer  unmarried  September  25th  1741,  and  was  buried 
at  Doddington  with  his  ancestors  ;  the  christian  and  the 
gentlonan  were  happily  united  in  him,  and  the  liberal 
education  which  he  had  in  St  John's  college,  Cambrit^, 
added  to  each  of  those  charactera ;  the  real  grief  which 
his  friends  and  relations  expressed  at  hia  death  waa  the 
best  panegyric  that  could  he  made  upon  him — an  une- 
quirocal  proof  of  his  many  excellent,  engaging,  and  good 
N  qualities.  Sir  Sewster's  daaghters  were,  Ist.  Anne, 
\  married  to  Richard  Dashwood,  of  Cockley  Cley,  in 
Norfolk,  esq. ;  2d.  Margaret,  married  to  Getwge  Dash- 
r  wood,  of  Peyton  Hall,  esq.;  3d.  Henrietta,  who  died 
young.  Sir  Sewster  died  28th  December  1717,  and 
hes  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  parish  chnrch  of  Dod- 
dington.    Sir  Thomas  Peyton,t  son  and  heir  of  Sir 

*  Sm  EogniiBi.  t  Aid. 
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Sewster,  married  the  only  danghter  of  ThtMoaa  Skeving- 
tOD,  of  Skeringtoa,  in  the  county  of  Leicester,  esq.  (by  f 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Dugdale,  of  •• 
Blythe  Hall,  in  Warwickshire,  knight,  and  grand-  ' 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Dogdale,  knight)  and  sister  and 
h«ir  to  Thomas  Skevington,  esq.  by  whom  he  had  no  issue. 
Sir  Thomas  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  kill  captain  King  in  a 
duel  in  London,  for  which,  however,  king  George  1.  granted 
him  a  pardon.  Thisdocument  was  preserved,  and  is  to  be 
found  amongst  the  family  writings.  His  sister  Margaret  \ 
having  married  Geoi|^  Dashwood,  esq.  (son  of  George  / 
Dashwood,  of  Peyton  Hall)  left  one  son,  Henry,  who, 
on  the  decease  of  Sir  Thomas,  without  issue,  took  the 
surname  of  Peyton^  and  was  created  a  baronet  in  1776,1 
and  lived  a  great  part  of  the  year  at  Hagbech.  He 
married  Frances,  the  sister  of  the  jH^sent  earl  of  Strad- 
broke,ofHenbam  Hall,  in  Suffolk,  by  whom  be  had  two 
sons,  viz.  Sir  Henry,  the  present  baronet,  and  the  Rev. 
Algernon,  rector  of  Doddington;  and  four  daughters, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living ;  Frances,  Louisa,  and 
Harriet.  In  1782,  on  the  death  of  lord  Robert  Manners, 
Sir  Henry,  &tber  of  the  present  baronet,  was  elected 
representative  of  the  county  of  Cambridge,  and  sat  as 
member  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  London  in 
.  the  month  of  May  1 789.  At  his  decease,  he  left  his  son 
and  heir,  the  present  baronet,  a  minor.  On  the  death 
of  general  Adeane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Cambridge  in  1802,  the  present  Sir  Henry,  having 
attained  his  majority,  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
the  county,  and  after  a  close  contest  of  five  days,  in 
opposition  to  lord  Charles  Somerset  Manners,  one  of  the 
most  amiable  and  excellent  of  men,  and  therefore  most  foi^ 
midable  of  opponents,  was  elected  member  by  a  majmily 
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of  ninety-tiro  votea.*  At  the  close  of  that  Bession,  Sir 
Henry  Peyton  retired  from  pBrliament,  and  mnch  to  ttie 
regret  of  his  nnnierous  friends  and  adherents,  declined 
to  stand  forward  as  a  candidate  at  the  eneoing  general 
election.  Sir  Henry  married  in  the  year  1803  Mre. 
Bradahaw,  widow  of  James  Bradshaw,  esq.  and  daughter 
of  William  Fitzhugh,  esq.  by  whom  he  has  one  son, 
Henry  Peyton,  esq. 

A  few  only  of  the  distingnislied  characters  having 
been  noticed  as  above,  a  more  fall  pedigree  of  this 
ancient  family  is  annexed: 

There  is  a  conriderable  number  of  deeds  and  charters 
relatiTe  to  the  family  of  Peyton,  as  well  as  to  thnr 
lands,  Uc.  in  Sufiblk  and  Essex,  preserved  in  the 
British  Mnseum.t  Peyton  Hall,  in  Stoke  Newland  and 
Bozford,  was  granted  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
Robert  Malet.  Part  of  the  ruins  of  the  hall  in  Ramsholt, 
in  Suffolk,  still  remains,  particularly  the  gateway,  on 
which  are  the  arms  of  Peyton.  It  has  since  been  the 
property  of  the  earls  of  Oxford,  lord  St.  John,  and  of  Ok 
&mily  of  Walter,  and  now  belongs  to  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Robert  Trotman,  esq.  of  Ipswich.  The  present  baronet 
served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  for  the  counties  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Huntingdon  in  the  year  1808.  This  family 
has,  for  the  long  period  of  eight  hundred  years,  proceeded 
in  an  even  tenor,  honourable  to  themselves,  and  always 

*  The  total  nnmlMr  of  Tctei  polled  wu  S09t ;  tar  Sir  Heoij  Fejton, 
1591;  ibr  Lotd  Chsrlci  Somenet  Htonen,  1500. 
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preserrmg  the  dignit)^  of  their  ancestors-  We  witness 
from  time  to  time  new  men  rising  to  sudden  honoora 
and  obtaining  great  wealth,  and  themselves  or  their 
descendants  as  suddenly  falling  into  obscurity,  whilst 
this  distinguished  race,  whose  ancestors  have  held  many 
of  the  highest  offices  in  church  and  state,  still  retain  a 
most  truly  respectable  rank  in  society. 

We  lament  the  demolition  of  the  venerable  building 
of  Hagbech  Hall,  and  owr  concern  is  increased  by  the 
reflection,  that  it  has  gone  far  to  perpetuate  the  absence 
of  a  family  which  was  long  the  ornament  and  dehght 
of  this  nei^bourhood,  whose  courtesy  gratified,  and 
whose  elegance  refined,  all  who  had  the  honour  of  their 
acquaintance;  and  we  feel  the  loss  the  more  acutely, 
inasmuch  as  amid  many  conspicuously  valuable  and 
meritorious  characters,  we  have  few  or  none  quahfied 
by  their  rank  and  fortune  to  take  the  lead  amongst  ns, 
and  thereby  to  give  weight  to  our  proceedings,  and 
polish  and  elevation  to  our  manners.  It  is,  nevertheless, 
some  consolatjon,  that  there  is  a  worthy  scion  of  this 
very  ancient  and  honourable  stock  still  in  our  vicinity, 
the  rector  of  Doddington,  who  is  characterized  by  his 
warmth  of  attachment  to  the  local  interests  of  this 
country,  and  his  anxiety  to  devote  his  time  and  talents 
to  the  furtherance  of  every  object  of  pubhc  utihty,  and 
especially  of  those  great  works  of  drainage  which  were 
the  care  of  his  ancestors,  at  the  period  when  the  general 
improvement  of  the  fens  was  first  contemplated ;  for  we 
find  the  name  of  Sir  John  Peyton  in  the  celebrated 
Lynn  law,  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.*  and  also  that  of 
Robert  Peyton  confimung  the  act  of  sewers  in  1636. 


i  by  Google 


HISTORY    OF 

Henry  Peyton,  esq.  the  eldest  bod  of  the  baronet,  hu 
lately  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  has 
married  Georgiana,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Christo[dtei 
Bethel  Codrington,  bart.  of  DoddingtOQ  Park,  in  Gloa- 
cesteiahire. 

The  arms  are  sable,  a  cross  engrailed,  or,  with  a 
crescent  for  distinction.  Crest,  on  a  wreath,  a  giyphon 
sciant,  or,  the  tail  between  the  under  legs,  and  over  the 
back,  vert.     Motto,  "  Patior,  Potior." 

At  the  extremity  of  the  hamlet  of  Emneth,  towards 
the  south,  is  an  old  house  on  the  left  hand  side  of  Uie 
turnpike  road  leading  to  Sownham,  near  the  village  of 
Outwell,  and  about  five  miles  distant  fnnn  Wisbech ;  the 
building  is  humble  in  its  exterior,  and  thatched,  dis- 
covering, however,  some  antiquity  in  the  Btyle  of  building. 
There  is  no  particular  history  attached  to  it,  only  that  it 
has  been  known  by  the  name  of  Emneth  Lodge.*  On 
one  of  the  wings  are  certain  characters  carved  as  under : 

maninmirthhaae 

merseainmindformesareis 

tresarmhenmirthisathnd 

The  decyphering  whereof  may  thus  be  read : 

Man  in  mirth,  have  mercy  in  mind. 

For  measnre  is  treasure  when  mirth  is  at  end : 

Which  has  induced  many  to  imagine,  that  at  some 
period,  this  dwelling  has  been  used  as  a  house  of  public 
reception  for  strangers  and  travelleis. 

*  S*e  &gnTiii|[. 
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AccoBDiN o  to  domesday  book,  belonged  to  the  abbey  of 
Rama^,  and  is  said  to  hare  had  sizteen  borderera*  there, 
with  lands  valued  at  fire  shillings  per  annum.  Tha 
capital  manor  lay  in  Upwell,  but  extended  into  Outwell. 
Dugdale  calls  it  the  town  of  Welle,  which  was  befora 
called  WyIIa,f  as  having  its  site  on  a  river,  viz.  the 
ancient  Neae,  which  passed  through  this  town,  and  fell 
into  the  Ouse  at  Salters-Lode.  On  ^e  dissolution  of 
the  abbey  in  38th  Henry  VIII.,  it  was  granted  to 
Edmund  Beanpre,  of  Beaupr^  Hall,  on  payment  of  a 
fee  farm  rent.  A  patent  of  king  Edward  III.,  in  his  23d 
year,  (1348,)  shews  that  a  hermitage  dedicated  to  Saint 
Cbrietopfaer  once  stood  in  the  king's  highway,  with  a 
chapel  thereto  belonging,  near  to  the  church,  although 
every  trace  of  such  a  building  is  now  lost ;  it  is  in  the 
recollectioa  of  old  persons  in  the  parish  now  living,  that 
there  used  to  be  a  sluice  named  Hermitage  Sluice,  across 
the  Well  river,  near  to  the  turnpike  gate  called  Mullicourt 
Bar,  which  leads  to  the  presumption,  that  at  some  period 
an  ancient  chapel  may  have  stood  near  to  such  situation, 
which  being  distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
church,  agrees  with  the  above  description,  as  having  been 
on  the  king's  highway,  and  near  to  the  church. 

Mollicourt  priory  was  also  in  this  parish,  which  was  of 
the  order  d  St.  Benedict,  and  stood  on  the  left  of  Well 
river  coming  &om  Wisbech,  a  little  beyond  the  above 
turnpike  gate  called  Mullicourt  Bar,  which  priory 
appears  to  have  been  founded  in  the  time  of  the  Saxcms. 


■  For  dMcriptioa  of  boidua  or  bordann,  tt»  ptga  ItO,  (NoU.) 
i  Bugdik,  ptfe  90r,  &.D.  1338. 
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looiulKtionB  of  water,  both  fiesfa  and  salt,  produced  such 
Bterility,  and  rendered  the  ground  in  this  particular  so 
poor,  that,  added  to  the  great  expeiues  and.  cfaa^es  in 
repairing  the  landa  and  hooaee,  there  was  not  maint^ 
nance  left  aufficient  to  support  one  monk,  wherefore  by 
licence  of  Henry  VI.  it  was  ooited  and  appropriated 
to  the  priory  of  Ely.  The  site  and  lands  are  now  vested 
in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Ely,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
lease  froin  that  body,  are  at  this  time  held  by  the  refwe- 
aentatives  of  the  late  amiable  bishop  Home,  of  Norwich, 
who  must  ever  rank  high  as  a  sincere  and  exemplary 
christian. 

The  villags  of  Ontwell  lies  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
like  that  of  Upwell,  next  mentioned ;  both  bother  f<»m  a 
ttieet  three  or  four  miles  long. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Clement,  and  is  a  large 
handsome  building,  CDnsisting  of  a  nave,  with  north  and 
south  aisles,  and  a  chancel  embattled  with  stone  and 
brick;  it  has  a  square  tower,  with  a  ring  of  six  bells  and  a 
town  clock.  The  church  stands  in  what  was  formerly  an 
island,  the  beat  half  of  which  forms  the  church  yard,  and 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Fincham,  and  the  archdeaconry  of 
Norwich,  though  the  rectorial  house  and  part  of  the  puish 
are  in  Caml»idgeshire,  and  in  the  diocese  of  Norwich.  Id 
one  of  the  chambers  of  this  house  were  the  arms  of 
bi^op  Alcock,  with  his  device  on  two  other  panes  of 
glass,  viz.  a  cock  on  a  mound.*  The  rectory  is  in  the 
gift  of  the  bishop  of  Ely.  The  altar  is  on  one  step,  and 
railed  in.  The  length  of  the  church  is  seventy-eight  feet^ 
and  in  the  nave  is  a  handsome  brass  eagle,t  now  placed 

•  Colet'  HSS. 

1  Hie  bruBD  CBgle,  wMcti  ii  elten  nsed  fiir  >  Tudin;  deik,  U  ntj' 
•aeieiit.    Itwune*nttod«ti|Dat«  St.  Joba.    f «ihvlc(,  toL  L  page  30). 
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over  the  font ;  the  roofs  of  the  ftisles  are  beantifally 
cured,  that  of  the  south  aisle  is  supported  by  saints  and 
angek,  bearing  scrolls  in  their  hands,  and  the  anchOT,  the 
emblem  of  St.  Clement,  carred  thereon.  There  is  a 
south  porch  with  a  chamber  orer  it,  formerly  used  as  a 
parish  school ;  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  aisle,  inclosed 
within  a  screen,  is  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary,  the  former 
burial  place  of  the  Beaupr^  family.  The  parement  is  of 
black  and  white  marble,  for  which  pavement  and  a  monu- 
ment, Beauprd  Bell  (the  last  of  that  name  who  lived  at 
the  hall  and  died  in  1741)  left  £150.  There  is  a  window 
in  this  chapel,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  beantifiil 
painted  glass,  representing  several  figures  of  swnts, 
apostles,  8lc.  done  in  a  lively  and  masterly  manner.  The 
top  figure  is  the  ancient  and  pro&ne  representation  of  the 
Almighty,*  in  robes  of  blue,  seated  in  a  chair  of  gold, 
with  the  globe  in  his  hand  ;  and  also  a  representation,  in 
very  vivid  colours,  of  a  chalice,  with  the  eucharist;  figures 
also  of  St.  Edmund  the  king,  St  Edward  the  «onfessor, 
St.  Antiiony,  St.  Lawience,  &c. 

Against  the  south-east  wall  of  this  chapel  stands  a 
very  lofty  grey  marble  uMmament,  raised  Irom  the  ground, 
on  the  summit  whereof  is  the  shield  of  Beauprd,  with 
ltd  qnarterings,  and  an  inscription,  "  Edmundus  de 
"  Beanpr^  Anniger,  qui  obt  quarto  decimo  die  meiuiis 
"  Feb.  ao.  dni.  milleetmo  quingent.  sexagesimo  septimo 
"  cuius  animse  p'pit,"  &c.  In  the  compartments  of  a 
window  near  to  another  beautifully  roofed  chapel,  on  the 
ncffth  side  of  the  church,  are  two  full  length  paintings 


*  Ift  Iba  cfanck  of  3t.  Launa,  of  Rome,  beUnd  tbe  bigli  altu,  rttnils 
■  chiir,  in  wbich  God  ii  Mid  lo  hna  nt,  mi  whoarer  BtUth  tharatn  hatb 
tbetUHpwtardlUaBninlnwd.    BUm^ld'i  HUttry  tf  HmfM. 
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in  glass,  of  Mosu  uid  Aftroii,  the  Utter  in  fau  robe* 
as  high  ^eat ;  «te  of  the  figures  is  less  perfect  thaa  tiis 
other.  In  this  church  there  appear  formerly  to  have 
been  five  guilds,  viz.  of  Corpus  Christi,  St.  Mary,  St. 
Christopher,  St.  John,  and  St.  Clement,  and  numerous 
memorials  of  the  interment  of  the  ancient  family  of  the 
Bells,  from  1613  •  to  1741. 

The  east  chapel  of  the  north  aisle  was  appropriated 
formerly  to  the  family  of  F^cham,  whose  arms  abounded 
in  the  stone-worl£  and  windows,  Abont  the  middle  of 
this  ancient  chapel,  to  the  north,  is  an  old  grey  marble 
with  a  plate  of  brass,  and  this  inscription ;  "  Hie  jacet 
"  Margaret  Haultofl^  quonda  ox  Qilberti  Haultt^  nnia 
"  Baron,  sccii  nup.  dni  Henrici  VI.  Reg.  Angl.  cnj.  aie 
"  ppciett  D."  This  Margaret  Hanltoft  was  mother  to 
an  heiress,  who  married  a  Fincbam,  Sot  the  Fincham 
armBft  quartering  Haulloft,  are  in  stone  on  the  outside 
of  the  chapel,  over  the  east  window,  and  seretal  times 
within,  BO  that  it  maybe  supposed  that  a  son  by  this 
marriage  was  the  fonnder  of  this  chapel.  Within  the 
chancel  lies  the  body  of  John  Fincham,  esq.  who  died . 
in  1709,  in  the  80th  year  of  lus  ago;  another  of  the 
family  lies  buried  in  the  north  aisle  of  Elm  cboreh  before 
mentioned.]:  Also  the  stone  shields,  which  auppcvt  the 
beams  and  roof  of  this  chapel,  are  the  arms  of  the 
Finchams.  A  Gilbert  Haultoft  acted  at  a  session  of 
sewera  held  at  Wisbech  in  1680.^ 

*  8Mpaga9S9. 

t  Sm  pags  41.  TJic  umi  of  FiuLuD  Ba  wgnrad  Ira  tww*  on  tba 
gudan  wall  on  the  right  haod  of  tbe  Ktng'a  Gtta  in  TiMtj  coDon,  Cani- 
bridga,  that  wall  b«in(  built  hj  Tbooui  Finchan,  a  bUow  rf  Kiaf'aball. 
anz  the  aaniori^,  in  1U5.    CoW  MSS. 

t  Sm  pafe  500.  Colai'  BiaS. 
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In  the  chancel  is  a  monamental  stooe  "  To  the  memoiy 
*'  of  Elizabeth,  the  bdoved  infe  of  the  Rer.  William 
"  Haidwicke,  rector  of  the  parish,  who  died  7th  June 
"  1826,  in  the  37th  year  of  ha  age." 

There  are  two  ancient  bridges  over  the  Well  rirer, 
<Hie  called  the  Isle,  and  the  other  the  Norfolk  bridge ; 
upon  the  fonher  is  carved  an  anchor,  the  emblem  of  the 
aaiot  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated.  This  river  is  the 
boundary,  of  the  connty  of  Norfolk  from  the  isle  of  Ely, 
the  north  side  thereof  being  in  Nwfolk,  and  the  south 
side  in  the  isle. 

The  parish  registers  extant  commence  in  the  year  1659, 
bat  without  the  signature  of  either  rector  or  curate,  from 
whence  may  be  collected  the  names  of  the  following 
rectors. 

About  this  time  the  rector  is 
said  to  have  a  parsonage,  8tc.,  and  three  acres  of 
Biable  and  three  acres  of  pasture  adjcnning  to  his 
house.  This  pasture  is  ssppoaed  to  have  been 
purchased  and  ^ven  to  the  church. 

1598  Andrew  Bradenham.  In  his  answer  to  king  James' 
queries,  in  1609,  he  says  there  were  320  comma- 
'  bicants  in  his  parish. 

1617  Samuel  Calverley,  A.M.  presented  by  the  king. 

1654  Jfrfin  Leigh,  A.M.  admitted  by  the  commissioners 
at  Whit^all,  appointed  for  the  approbation  of 
public  preachers. 

1709  Thomas  Pyle,  A.M.  on  the  death  of  the  Rev.  John 
Leigh,  presented  by  the  bishop  of  Ely. 

1722  Simon  Hamlen,  who  acted  as  a  mt^tntefef  the 
isle  of  Ely  many  years. 
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A.D. 

1758  Henry  Southwell. 

1760  Richard  Oram,  slsp  rector  of  LeTcringtoa. 

1771  Ambrose  Eyre,  kIbo  rectw  of  hewmagtao, 

1796  Timothy  Matthews. 

1804  William  Hardwicke,  M.A. 

In  the  raster  of  burials,  a,d.  1769,  Maicb  14th, 
appears  the  following  entry  : 

William  Jagger,  infant,  '\  These  were  the  children  of 
Elizabeth  Jagger,  infant,  r  Maiy,  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Mary  Yallop,  infant,  ^  Blockley,  by  her  husbands, 
John  Blockley,  infant.  3^^'ffi^>^'^°P>  ^'^  Blockley, 
who  all  lost  their  tires  by  the  inj  udicioas  use  of  a  mercurial 
pieporation  for  a  certain  cutaneous  disease,  and  were  all 
boned  in  the  same  grave. 

There  is  a  manor  called  Bardolph,  in  Outwell,  which 
belonged  to  baron  Haultoft,  who  left  it  to  his  dao^ta, 
and  at  length  it  came  by  marriage  to  Thomas  Fincham, 
esq.  in  which  family  it  remained  for  many  years,  when 
it  became  the  property  of  Heaton  Wilkes,  esq.  brothw 
of  John  Wilkes^  who  at  one  period  was  engaged  in  many 
political  stru^les,*  and  was  ,eold  by  him  to  the  late 
James  Lee,  esq.  of  Upwell,  Mr.  Boyce,  and  Mr.  Allaiby, 
the  latter  of  whom  disposed  of  his  portion  in  lots,  but 
the  remaining  part  is  sUU  enjoyed  by  the  two  other 
gentlemen,  or  their  representatives.  The  house  in  the 
occupation  of  the  widow  of  Robert  Atkin,  situated 
nearly  opposite  to  Beanpr^  Hall,  on  the  right  hand 
side  of  the  canal  from  Wisbech,   is  supposed  to  have 


•  John  Wilkei  died  in  Decenbet  IfSt:  be  paUi«]i«d  mtoiI  priUic*! 
pwDpUeta  Dftd  apeedie*. 
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been  btiitt  upon  the  site  where  the  mansion  of  <3te 
Fincham  family  stood.*  Formerly  a  stone  cross  stood 
at  the  bonndary  of  this  parish,  called  by  Dugdale,  the 
stone  cross  of  We1le,i'  near  the  comer  where  B^ryal 
-  field,  Needham  Sayers  field,  and  Cotton  common,  join 
in  Outwell,  close  to  a  cottage  built  some  time  since  by 
Mr.  Holinan ;  no  remains  of  this  cross  now  exist,  though 
the  tradition  is  prevalent,  that  a  chapel  belon^g  to  one 
of  the  guilds  before  mentioned  stood  at  this  junction. 
The  history  of  Norfolk  mentions  a  school  at  Oittwell, 
which  seems  to  have  been  an  error,  as  there  is  no  record' 
of  its  existence,  nor  of  any  lands  having  ever  belonged 
to  a  foundation  of  that  nature  ;  nor  has  the  mte  of  such 
a  building  ever  been  ascertained.  It  appears  that  in  the 
I3th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  a  pipe  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  in  the  bank  of  Christian  de  Beaapr^,|  oppcwite  to 
the  tchool,  y^  a  doubt  arises  whether  the  word  ought 
not  to  have  been  written  "  sholl,"  meaning  a  drain  or 
sewer,  as  afterwards  in  20th  Henry  VIII.  (1628,)^  "  Uie 
sholle  of  Oatwell"  is'  ordered  to  be  scoured  out,  and  in 
1689,11  it  is  recited  that  the  fen  called  Needham  and 
Berryal  Fen,  lying  in  Elm  and  Well,  had  anciently 
been  drained  into  the  little  lode,  called  the  "  sholle," 
at  the  stone  cross,  and  so  by  Well  river  into  Ouse  at 
Salter»-Lode. 

JJie  Benefactioiu. 

Lynnis'  dole,  arising  from  the  rent  of  eight  acres  of 
land  in  Elm,  is  distributed  annually  on  Christmas  eve, 
to  the  poor  on  the  Norfolk  side  of  the  parish. 

•  TbelwtofthaFmclitfBhinayinabansdlniro?.    HeapifeSM. 

t  Dngd>lc,[Mg«316,Aj>.13eo.  t  IUd.pigeaoe.  i  Ibid.  390, 

1  Itnd.  pi^a  3«8. 
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Lunbot's  dole,  oonusting  <^  ww  pound,  oat  d  the 
rant  of  a  faim  ia  Elm,  fur  the  ose  of  the  poor  aa  both 
sides  oftheparbh.  Bendw  which,  wrenl  other  parcels 
of  Und  have  been  left  for  benevolcait  pnrpoKs,  viz. 

The  rent  ariaiiig  from  a  house  and  three  aerea  trf'  land 
in  Ontwell,  in  the  isle,  distiibnted  to  the  poor  on 
both  sides  (^  the  parish  asnnally,  <hi  old  Chiistmas 
day. 

Also  eight  acres  of  land  in  Oatwell,  isle,  diatrib&ted 
at  the  same  time. 

Also  eleven  acres  of  land  in  Eoximore  drove,  in 
Upwell. 

AIbo  ten  acres  adjoining  the  above. 

Also  three  acres  of  land  in  Eoineth,  the  rents  erf* 
vhich  are  distributed  on  old  Christmas  day. 

It  ia  a  singalar  circumstance,  that  there  is  no  record 
to  -be.  found  as  to  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom,  at 
the  time  when  the  said  five  last  mentioned  parcels  of 
land  were  g^ven.  Feoffees  are  occasionally  appcrinted 
from  among  the  parishioners,  who  collect  the  tonts  and 
distribute  the  amount  at  the  appoiiited  pniods.  Until 
within  the  last  twenty-six  years,  the  rent  arising  from 
these  lands  was  distributed  in  fourpenny  loaves  to  every 
parishioner,  who  would  accept  the  same,  without  dis- 
tinction of  rich  and  poor,  and  the  overplus,  if  any,  was 
applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  causeways,  bridges,  and 
church  bells.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  the 
feoffees  have  discontinued  the  above  distribution  of  the 
loaves,  and  appropriated  the  rent  as  fi^ws — £  10.  to 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  aid  <tf  the  rates;  £  10.  to 
the  churchvrardens  for  repairs  of  the  church,  and  (he 
expense  of  sending  to  school  a  portion  of  the  children 


i  by  Google 


OUTWELL.  5! 

<if  the  poor :  the  mrpluB  remaiiung  is  then  distrihoted 
among  the  poor.  The  average  amount  of  the  produce 
of  the  above  charities  is  estimated  at  £  70.  per  annum. 

By  the  population  return  made  under  the  act  1st 
Oeo^  IV.  taken  in  1821,  there  appeared  to  be  201 
males,  and  197  females,  making  togetfaw  398. 

Beaapri  Hail  Manor. 

'He  site  of  this  manor  isin  Outwell,  in  Norfolk,  and  takes 
its  name,  "  Beauprd,"  or  "  de  BeUo  Prato,"  from  the  fine 
meadows  which  surround  it.  The  first  lord  of  this  manor 
on  record  is  Sir  Thomas  de  Saint  Omer,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  This  family  is  on  the  roll  *  amongst  those 
persmiB  of  note  and  eminepce  who  came  over  with  William 
the  Conqueror.  Hugh  de  St.  Omer  is  mentioned  as  a 
baron  of  the  realm  by  Matthew  Paris,  and  no  doubt  was 
seated  here  near  the  time  of  the  conquest.  The  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  de  St.  Omer,  who  lived  in  the 
reignofHenryI.,marTied  John,  son  of  Gilbert  deBeaupr^,  I 
whose  anceston  had  considerable  possessions.  Nicholas,  I 
a  descendant,  who  died  in  1613,  was  buried  in  the  chapel 
of  St.  Mary,  in  the  church  of  .Outwell,  amongst  his 
anceston,  leaving  a  son,  Edmtmd,  who  died  in  1537,  and 
whose  daughter,  Dorothy,  married  Sir  Robert  Bell, 
whereby  the  manor  of  Beanpr^  was  vested  in  his  family  ' 
in  1569,  and  so  continued  until  the  death  of  Beaupr^ 
BeU,e8q.  in  1741. 

Sir    Robert  i"  unhappily   caught   his   death,    from   a 
pestilential  fever  at  Oxford  assizes,  in  1577.     Beanpr^ 

*  SMCO^ofllMNllofBtttleAbbey.pagiMO.  t  SMp^ssHS. 
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Bell,  the  fonrth  lineal  deacenduit  from  Sir  Robert, 
mairied  Margaret,  dan^ter  of  Sir  Anthony  OUfiridr 
of  Spalding,  baronet,  in  1720,  and  by  whom  he  had 
one  Mm,  Beanpr^  Bell,  and  two  danghtem,  of  whom 
the  yoDOgett  married  WiUiamOreeTefl,  esq.  of  Falbonme, 
Cambridgeshire.  The  son  was  educated  at  Westminster 
school,  afterwards  admitted  of  Trinity  college,  Cambridger 
and  soon  commenced  a  genuine  and  able  antiquary. 
He  made  eonuderable  collections  of  church  notes  in 
his  own  and  the  neighbouring  counties,  all  which  he 
bequaathed  to  the  college  where  he  received  his 
education.  Beaupr^  Bell,  sen.  had  nuny  BingolaritieSr 
hardly  allowing  hia  son  necessaries,  and  suffering  hia- 
house  to  be  much  dilapidated.  He  had  fire  hundred 
horses  of  his  own  iHveding,*  many  above  thirty  years 
old,  unbroke,  which  he  allowed  to  ccone  even  into  the 
very  hall,  then  uncoTered.  On  his  death  the  son 
succeeded  to  hia  estate,  which  he  did  not  long  enjoy, 
and  dying  of  a  consumption  unmarried,  in  1741,  left  the 
reversion,  after  the  death  of  his  sistn,  (who  was  then  un- 
married) with  his  books,  valoable  medals,  seals,  drawings, 
and  coins,  to  Trinity  coll^,  Cambridge;  but'his  sister 
afterwards  marrying  William  Greaves  above  mentioned^ 
the  eutail  was  cut  off.  This  last  Mr.  Bell  waa  bnried 
in  the  family  burying  place  in  St.  Mary's  chapel,  in 
Outwell  church.  The  ancient  hall  waa  a  building  of 
considerable  note,  but  after  it  had  suffered  so  much  by 
dilapidations,  a  great  part  of  it  was  entirely  taken  down, 
and  the  residence  fitted  up  in  an  el^ant  manner  by  Mr. 
Greaves,   who  expended  a  large  sum  of  money  oa  its 


*    Thii  nnmber  of  honea  uenu  immenM,  bat  it  U  uid  the  Mri  of 
Vxbridge  h»d  u  mutj,  vul  the  Ute  duke  of  Aocuter'a  biotbei  m  17B6 


i  by  Google 


■"I 


ib,GoogIe 


ib,GoogIe 


UPWELL.  I 

reparation.  The  hall,  together  with  the  manor,  is  now 
the  {woperty  of  Richard  Greavefi  Towoley,  esq.  of 
Folboome,  whose  brother,  the  Rev.  William  Oale 
Townley,  rector  of  Upweli,  now  resides  in  the  mansion.* 
The  &mily  of  Beaupr^  Bell  had  intermaniages  with 
many  principal  families  in  Norfolk,  &c. 

In  the  History  of  the  Gentlemen's  Society  at  Spalding, 
in  Lincolnshire,  are  aeveral  particulars  relative  to  the 
fiunily  of  Beanpr^.  Maurice  Johnaon,  esq.  a  native  of 
Spalding,  afterwaniU  of  the  inner  temple,  London,  was 
the  founder  of  the  Spalding  society .f 

Mr.  Greaves  was  also  in  conespondence  with  this 
society.  He  was  elected  by  the  univeiai^  of  Cambridge 
theit  commissary  in  1726,  which  06^  he  resigned  in 
a  handsome  manner,  and  presented  a  piece  of  plate,  value 
£60.  to  his  collie. 

Id  a  list  of  the  Spalding  members  in  1729,  appear  the 
names  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  Sir  Richard 
Ellis,  doctors  Bentley  and  Stukely,  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Gay, 
Mr.  Risers,  Mesws.  Maorioe  and  Walter  Johnson,  and 
cMonusaary  Greaves.  Beaupre  Bell  -  is  also  spoken  of 
with  honour,  as  giving  weight  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
learned  body. 

UPWELL 

Lies  in  the  hundred  and  half  of  Clackclose,  on  the 
western  part  of  Norfolk,  together  with  Outwell,  bat 
although  the  greater  part  lies  in  Norfolk,  still  a  con- 

*  Tha  MMTil  EoinTlng   nprwaat*  tlM   indMt  n^anUa  hill  tt 
Bm^i^,  in  the  (spinal  *tMa,  prsliou  to  thi  Jnil»ii»Hl«». 
t  8m  tha  Hiiurj  tf  tUi  Sodo^. 
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flideraUe  part  is  in  the  isle  of  Ely.  On  the  dissdatKHi 
of  religiooB  houBes,  the  hnndred  ww  Bepuuted  Itmb  the 
half  hundred.*  -  The  estate,  which  was  vested  in  the 
crown,  was  granted  7th  Edward  VT.  to  John  I>adley, 
duke  of  Northomberland,  who  conveyed  it  next  day  to 
Edmund  Beanpr^,  esq.  of  Outwell. 

The  church  is  a  handsome  pile  of  bnilding,  dedicated 
to  St.  Peter,  consistiDg  of  a  nave  and  two  aiales,  it  has  a 
wooden  roof,  with  nnmeronB  projecting  figures  of  KOgek, 
thw  wings  expanded,  bflantifnlly  carved.  The  chanc^ 
is  of  stone,  embattled  with  hrick,  and  covered  with  lead. 
The  length  of  the  nave  is  seventy-one  feet.  In  ibis 
ehnrch  is  a  handsome  brass  eagle,  supported  by  three 
liona,  which  is  placed  over  the  clerk's  seat,  and  serves  as 
a  desk.f  The  nave  is  supported  by  neat  pillare,  forming 
nx  handsome  arches  on  each  side,  with  as  many  windows 
over  them.  At  the  east  end  of  this  nave,  on  the  soatb 
mde,  is  a  stone  turret,  and  a  staircase,  which  led  to  the 
rood  loft,  j:  and  on  the  nwth  side  is  a  table  of  benefactors. 
The  church  stands  in  the  county  and  archdeaconry  of 
Korfolk,  diocese  of  Norwich,  and  deanery  of  Fineham. 
The  reason  of  this  church,  and  a  few  otbem  in  the  same 
deaneiy  and  county  of  Cambridge,  being  out  of  the  diocese 
of  Ely,  and  in  that  of  Norwich,  is,  that  this  part  b«ng 
the  east  ude  of  the  old  boundary  between  the  Mercians 


*  In  1683,  >  robbeij  being;  comnutud  dsu  Shoaldhaia  ThOTpa  Hid 
Stimdaet,  Hm  township  of  tlpwell  md  OqiwbII  rafiwed  to  pi;  cmfaiD  pro- 
ftaiiont  charged  npoo  them,  wherenpm  ■  luit  of  Uir  vt*  commgncad, 
thef  pretending  to  be  in  the  libet^  of  the  hnlf  bnadred  of  CbckeloM. 
But  on  »  full  beuing,  it  me  decreed  b;  Sii  Robert  Adkioa,  loni  chief  bares 
is  1689.  Ili«t  they  abonld  fbtthwitb  pe;  their  iheree,  being  BHoban  ud 
pwti  of  the  bnodred  of  CUckdoae. 

tSeepogtUS.  tBeapagaUt.  < 
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and  tin  East  Angles,  oerer  made  a  part  of  the  dd  diocese 
of  lincoln,  out  of  which  that  of  Ely  was  taken,  but 
beloq^  to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  which  is  now 
fixed  at  Norwich. 

In  the  tower  of  the  charch  hang  six  large  bells,  with  a 
town  clock.  The  altar  stands  on  an  elevation  of  three 
steps,  lailed  in,  and  the  altar  piece  is  very  neat. 
Thne  is  a  place  for  holy  water  in  the  south  wall  near 
to  the  east  It  has  a  porch  of  stone,  covered  with 
lead,  and  a  room  over  it.  On  the  old  door  are  sevend 
swans  carved,  probably  as  a  rebus,  signi^ng  some  bene- 
fiutor  of  that  name.  The  north  aisle  has  a  neat  oak 
roof,  with  angels,  Kc.  as  the  nave,  and  on  the  braces  are 
many  swans  carved.*  At  the  east  end  of  this  aisle  have 
been  a  chapel  and  altar.  The  south  aisle  has  also  a  nx^ 
of  the  same  work  as  the  nc^th,  ornamented  with 
swans.  A  small  neat  organ  is  fixed  up  in  the  church, 
purchased  and  presented  to  the  parish  by  the  present 
w<Mrthy  rector.  Thrae  was  fonnuly  a  screen,  removed 
about  seven  years  since,  which  divided  the  chancel  from 
the  nave,  whereon  was  painted  our  Saviour  bearing  his 
cross,  the  ascension,  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on 
the  apostles,  the  trinity,  and  an  altar,  with  a  cap  and 
wafer  supported  by  two  bishops.  The  chancel  roof  is  also 
supported  by  angels,  as  Ae  nave,  bnt  not  of  equal 
beauty.  In  the  chancel  is  a  marble  grave  stone,  with  a 
plate  of  brass,  on  which  is  the  portraiture  of  the  man  and 


*  About tbeUlaeDtheentniT,  aotUn(WHm 
to  posteiitj  tba  BaBM  of  benalictoM,  pnwni  iutaiMd,  J!ic.  by  wbj  of  nbus 
or  Usroiljpbin]  Muiks.  Thai,  in  the  cbipal  of  Bt.  Emmns,  at  Wettmuu- 
t«r.  baflt  bj  Abbott  Iilip,  an  oya,  with  ■  dip  of  >  tiM, — a  ymth  lUppiiif 
ftnatbatnacbof  tbatne,  wUhtbMinUmMitb,  "  Iilip." 
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hu  nife,  behind  the  man  kneel  seren  ikhu,  and  behind  the 
wife,  four  danghtera.  These  repraaeat  the  deren  children 
of  Sinolphas  Bel),  esq.  and  Jane,  his  wife.  There  are 
Bome  lines  to  the  memory  of  the  said  Jane  Bell,  ivho 
died  in  1621,  vet.  62. 

Above  the  screen  before  mentioned,  which  fronted 
the  chancel,  was  a  la^  piece  of  painting,  represoiting 
the  church  of  England,  by  a  venenible  matron  clothed  in 
white,  crowned,  and  seated  on  a  throne :  at  her  feet 
were  the  words,  "  The  Church  of  England  s"  on  her 
Itnees  lay  the  bible  and  common  prayer  book,  ISlc.  In 
hex  left  hand  she  held  a  cup,  by  which  was  written  "DHnk 
"  ye  all  of  this."  Her  right  hand  pointed  to  a  ftmt, 
rotind  which  stood  godfetbera  and  godmothers.  Sec  and 
an  infant  in  the  arms  of  one,  and  the  words  "  Su^r 
'"  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not." 
Over  the  head  of  the  venerable  matron,  "  Many  daughters 
"  have  done  well,  but  thou  exceedest  them  all."  Near 
the  matron  was  the  communion  table  spread,  and  com- 
municants on  their  knees,  with  a  poem  underneath. 
Here  are  eeveral  tombstones  in  memory  of  the  families  of 
Butler,  Ashton,  Dymond,  Audley,  &c.  In  the  church 
yard  is  an  inclosure,  surrounded  with  iron  rails,  to  the 
memory  of  the  Rev.  Hi^h  James,  a  former  rector.  It 
is  stated,  that  he  inclosed  this  piece  of  ground  for 
himself  end  family,  as  tbinluog  it  "  a  custom  of  too 
"  much  presumption  and  too  little  piety,  to  defile  the 
"  house  of  the  most  holy  God  with  the  contemptible 
"  carcases  of  sinful  men."  Sir  Matthew  Hale  used  to 
say  the  churches  were  for  the  living,  and  the  church 
yards  for  the  dead.  Mr.  James  married  Philippa,  of 
the  ancient  and  honoumble  family  of  Hobarls,  near 
Loddon,  in  Norfolk,  by  whom  he  had  Lucy,  who  nuiried 
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Mr.  ThoDus  Andley,  of  Upwell,  aod  died  in  1740, 
ffit.  68.  There  is  also  an  inscription  to  Thomas  Audley, 
who  died  in  1739. 

Here  also  was  a  priory  of  Gilbertines,  dedicated  to  the 
Vii^n  Mary,  itwas  acellto  Sempringham,  in  Norfolk, 
founded  in  the  ragn  of  king  John,  and  valued  at  the 
dis8ohiti<Hi  at  £  13.  6i.  1}^  This  seems  to  have  bees 
situated  on  the  isle  aide,  near  to  the  church  bridge,  and 
waa  some  time  since  purchased  by  Mr.  Edmund  Saffeiy,  of 
Downham,  <^  T.  O.  Ewen,  esq.  of  the  city  of  Norwich. 

Marmound  priory,  decayed  many  years  since,  was  also 
in  this  parish,  in  that  part  which  lies  in  the  isle  of  Ely 
and  cotmty  of  Cambridge,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  havii^  been  founded  by  king  Richard  I,,  who 
gave  three  hundred  acres  of  fine  pasture  in  Upwell  and 
Oatwell,  to  have  the  prayers  of  three  priests  in  the  said 
house.  Id  1520,  as  appeua  by  documents,  the  state  of 
the  house  was  then  very  mean.  It  was  svurendered  at 
the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  monasteries,  and  then 
valued  at  £.  10.  It.  Id.  The  estate  belonging  to  this 
priory  was  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth  to  Perciral 
Bowea  and  John  Moryer,  and  by  Tarioua  mesne  convey- 
ances, the  same  is  now  become  the  property  of  Mr.  Bacon, 
by  purchase  from  Thomas  Audley,  esq.  late  of  Lynn.  It 
lies  on  the  road  leading  from  Upwell  to  March.  In  33d 
Henry  VIII.,  Thomas  Manners,  earl  of  Rutland,  had  a, 
grant  of  the  manors  of  Upwell,  Outwell,  Elm,  and 
Emneth.*     In   1539,  the  rectory  was  presented  as    a 

■Dogdale'iBiroiwUgB,  ial.ii.pigo'f96.  Sm  ibo  Cotei' H83.  *oL  3S. 
Tha  noble  tuiilj  of  Mumen  doei  not  at  thii  daj  hold  mj  minor  or  Mtsla 
is  tbii  puiiL,  OT  in  tha  "«■"—>'«*-  diitriet,  hat  from  their  |iiiaaimiiiin  in 
other  paita  of  Cambridgihire,  tbia  fcMily  baa  ahnji  held  a  raniiilwraliTa 
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grant  from  theaUwtof  Ramsey;  after  this  the  patnmag* 
came  to  Edmund  Beanpii,  eaq.  from  whom  it  descended 
to  the  present  patron,  Richard  Greaves  Townley,  esq. 
The  living  is  valued  in  the  lung's  books  at  £  16.  This 
very  popnloos  and  extensive  village  lies  on  each  side 
of  the  navigable  liver  Nene,  which  divides  the  counties 
of  Nsrfblk  and  Cambridge.  The  parsonage  house  is  a 
handsome,  venerable  building,  standing  on  the  south  side 


■ban  of  inluence  ia  the  public  tnnnctioal  of  tha  coontj,  u  wall  aa  mil* 
repreaaDtation,  which  hti  been  fre(}uentlj  con&iTrd  upon  tbe  yamga 
branches  of  Ihi*  ancient  lineage,  the  datiei  of  which  hue  been  diKbarged 
bj  them  wilb  oiirked  ntiihction  on  the  part  of  Ibair  couatitBenla.  Muj 
Af  tbia  noble  ftmilj  we  kaow  wen  herctofbre  poateaaed  of  great  d^nily 
and  power,  and  became  ea&a[aciunu  In  tbe  atata,  acwell  aa  diadngaialied  ■ 
the  hiatoiical  anoala  of  tbe  counti?.  John,  nan|Dia  of  Gnnb;,  pwad- 
bthsiof  thepiraentdoke,  wu  cclebialed  an  a  wuiar.  In  the  rebellio* 
of  1T45,  heraiaed  aTegimentoffoot  athiaown  eipenae,  for  the  defence  of 
the  connti;  agauut  the  Tebsla,  and  on  many  (Kcaaions  diaplayed  emioem 
dill,  Mcompaaied  bj  peiaonal  Talor  -,  and  wban  lord  George  SackfiDa  waa 
appoiated  to  the  command  of  the  Britiah  and  Hanoverian  bore*,  at  the 
baltlea  of  Mindao,  Waibuig,  &c.,  tbe  marquii  of  Gnnb;  waa  hia  aacoid, 
and  prince  Ferdinand,  atlei  the  battle,  ordered  it  to  be  dedand  to  lieatenaal 
geuetal,  tbe  maninia  of  Grasbjr,  that  be  waa  pennaded,  "if  he  bad  bad 
■■  tbe  good  fintnne  to  bare  had  bim  at  tbe  head  of  tbe  caialiy  of  tbe  right 
"  wing,  hii  preaence  wonldbaTe  jfieally  contributed  to  make  thadeciaioBaf 
"  thiX  day  mora  complete  and  mote  brilliant."  The  marqoii  dying  in  tbe 
tiblime  of  hia  father,  the  title  deaceuded  to  hia  aon,  Cbarlea,  who  died  in 
tbe  year  1787,  doling  hia  Tiee-toyal^  of  Ireland,  leaTing  John  Heniy, 
tbe  pnae&t  duke,  bia  hair.  Lord  Bobart  Maanara,  tba  ancle  of  tbe  pieaent 
dnko,  waa  coauected  with  tbe  glotiea  of  onr  asry,  and  loat  hia  life  at  an 
•ally  period  ia  that  aplendid  and  daciaiTe  ■tictmy  obtained  by  lord  Hod^f 
over  the  count  de  Gra»e  in  ITBt.  John,  the  third  duke,  aa  urell  aa  Chailea, 
the  late  duke,  were  both  patrom  of  the  atta,  in  tbe  fblleat  extent  of  that 
woTdifertbey  werenotcoatenttoloakatandarlniiTa  the  dawnii^  of  geniva 
in  the  inftut  mind,  bat  lOQght  out  excellence  wbererei  It  could  be 
fiiond,  and  cheriabed  and  protected  it.  John  Henry,  tbe  preaant  dnke, 
•cconpliabed  aa  be  ia  with  all  polite  learning,  doaa  bononr  to  hia  coiwtiy 
and  the  age,  by  patroniaii^  the  aila,  whilat  BelToii  Cattle  ccDtiawt  U 
fOMBW  w  ol  the  beat  crtlecitoM  of  paintiaga  im  the  kiagdwa.  Hi*  grace. 
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of  the  charcli  yard,  within  a  brick  wall,  with  two  hig^ 
turrets  on  it.  The  house  and  church  stand  by  the  lai^ 
bridge,  on  the  side  of  the  river  which  runs  through  the 
town.  There  are  also  some  good  houses  in  the  village, 
particularly  a  house  once  belonging  to  the  famous  John 
Wilkes,  esq.*  inhabited  at  one  time  by  Francis 
Dixon,  esq.  receiver  general  of  the  county  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  a  considerable  merchant  here,  who  acted 
as  steward  for  Mr,  Wilkes'  estate  in  this  parish.  In 
the  4th  king  John,  (1202)  the  town  was  of  such  account, 
that  it  appears  from  the  pipe  roll,  that  the  then  abbot,  as 
lord  of  it,  had  a  "  mwcate  "  here.  Also  king  Henry  VI. 
granted  to  the  bishop  of  Ely,  and  John,  abbot  of 
Ramsey,  one  common  end  one  open  market  weekly,  with 
a  fhir  yearly  on  St.  Peter's  Day,  at  Upwell,  with  all  the 
profits,  &c. 

In  the  18th  centaiy  were  the  following  rectors : 

A.D. 

1701  Hugh  James,  D.D.  presented  by  Beaupr^  Bell,  esq. 
1740  Timodiy  Rutter, 

1757  Richard  Walker,  D.D.  by  William  Greaveu,  esq. 
1765  Edward  Pemberton,  by  ditto, 


iolaiibljr  gnlded  bjr  boMm  ud  priodplti  U  rich  in  thkt  utiibction  whicb 
triiM  from  the  practice  of  erery  kind  ud  geaennu  feeling  tbiE  ctn  adorn 
the  hniMn  heurt.  Hie  brother,  lord  Chulei,  lemtd  in  the  Peninnilii 
mr  with  high  npotetioo,  end  nceimd  toerki  of  cooEdenca  from  the 
lUiUliioa*  WelUnghw,  who,  hj  hie  mipUBlleled  Tirtoiy  of  Weterloo, 
■chiered  the  ufatj  of  the  coaDtiy,  ud  the  tnnquilUty  of  tba  woild,  and 
niied  the  Briliih  name  to  the  biEheat  pitch  of  eminencs.  Lord  Cbariei 
haa  been  lately  premoced  to  the  tank  of  mijor  general  in  tbe  inny.  Hia 
lordahip  at  thia  period  repreaanu  the  county  of  Cambridge,  in  the  ierenth 
iucecMiTe  paiUament,  ■  proof  of  tbe  high  eadmatioB  in  wlkicb  hil  pablio 
character  ia  held. 

■  See  page  936. 
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A.D. 

1798  Jonathan  Townlejr,  by  Ricluid  Onavaa  Towidey, 

1812  WiUtam  Qale  Townley,  by  ditto. 

Tbvn  is  au  lociflnt  bsilding  near  to  the  bridge  of 
Upwell,  which,  by  it*  sppearance,  aeems,  and  is  generally 
■apposed,  to  have  fl»nnerly  belonged  to  some  chapel  w 
guild.  It  is  the  last  house  in  Upwell,  on  the  road  to 
Outwell,  and  is  the  property  of  Wilham  Hopkins,  but 
at  present  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Tbcmas  Berry,  vho  haa  a 
life  interest  therein.  What  strengthens  the  idea  of  itM 
havii^  been  an  ancient  religious  house  is,  that  there  is 
aroad  or  drovewayadjoimng,  still  called  Pious  Drove.* 

Hemp  and  flax  have  been  cultivated  in  the  isle  of 
Ely  near  fire  hundred  years,  as  appears  by  an  order  of 
sessions  of  sewers  held  at  Wisbech  26th  June,  14th 
Edward  III.,  (1340,)  when,  amongst  other  thii^,  it 
was  ordered,  that  for  the  future  no  man  shoidd  dig 
turroa  nor  slacks  in  the  coounon  droves  of  Welle  and 
Elm,  for  diving  of  flax  or  hemp  in  the  commoa  ditch 
or  seww,  to  the  nuisance  of  the  commonal^.  Tlie 
culture  of  this  plant  is  not  mentioned  as  new,  and  is 
therefore  probably  of  a  much  mote  ancient  date. 

In  1603,  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  communicants 
vwe  f«tum«d  to  be  in  the  paristtr  *od  by  the  hi^t 
populatioD  retania  in  1821,  there  ^^eased  to  be  fite 
hundred  and  uxty-five  malea,  and  five  hundred  and 
eigh^-three  females,  bother  eleven  hundred  and  forty 
eight,  being  an  increase  of  twQ  hundred  »pA  fiftoBO 
within  the  last  tea  years. 

*  BiihopTuBci'iN'at.ManMt.iDentiini  *  null  foaij  ^*r  VpwIL 
called  Thodingi  tlwTtlna  pa^aii^j£9,  ud  wu  put  of  SirThomM 
Giedtun'i  wttU,  which  he  left  to  liis  wife,  Ann,  about  1979.    CsIm' MSS. 
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The  following  bene&etioQB  are  recorded : 

Thomaa  Lamb,  of  Upwell,  gare  by  wiU  to  the  poor  of  A.it. 
thia  parish,  in  Norfolk  and  the  isle  of  Ely,  a  me§Buage  16S2. 
and  three  acres  of  land,  in  PlawfieU,  Upwell,  to  which 
a  pared  of  land  in  Neat  Moor,  abutting  on  Popham'e  Ean 
north,  wae  allotted  by  the  adrentnren.     The  rente  are 
distributed  by  the  cburchwardena  at  Christmas. 

John  Fox  by  will  gave  to  the  poor  of  Upwell,  in  the  1626. 
iale,  a  honee,  with  two  scree  of  land,  abutting  on  the 
river  Nene. 

Abo  a  lot  in  Euzimoor,  abutting  on  the  nzteen-feet 
drain. 

A1k>  to  the  poor  of  Upw^,  in  Nwfolk,  one  house,  abut- 
ting upon  Small  Load  Credc,  with  a  lot  erf  land  lUmtting 
apDU  Wdney  road ;  the  rent  of  both  these  beqnestB  ia 
distributed  on  Easter  Monday. 

Alao  a  bonse  adjoining,  abutting  nptm  the  said  creek, 
with  a  lot  in  Neat  Moor,  the  rents  to  be  applied  to  the 
repair*  of  Upwell  church. 

1^  pix^ts  of  three  acrea  of  land  in  or  near  Adoock'a 
Hill,  ■ah^feai.andof 

TbneacneinShrewe-nest,  are  disbriboted  to  the  poor 
on  the  i*Ift  side. 

Matthew  Batman  gave  by  his  will  £  6,  per  annum 
oat  of  hia  eetate  for  ever,  to  be  distributed  amm^t  the 
poor  in  the  isle  side,  in  clothes  at  Christmas. 

Jol|n  Boea  gave  iy  will  £  10.  to  the  pow  in  Upwdl,  in 
Norfiilk,  the  interest  w  rent  tolie  diatribntcd  in  bread  to 
Uia  poor  yaai^. 
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Thomaa  Dixon  gare  £  20.  to  the  poor,  both  on  the 
Norfolk  and  isle  sides,  the  rent  to  be  distributed  in  money 
on  Oood  Friday. 

The  rents  of  those  sereral  hods  are  given  away-  in 
money  on  St.  Homaii'  Day  in  every  year,  except  where 
otherwise  directed. 

The  Rev.  Gale  Townley,  the  rector,  has  established 
and  endowed  a  free  school  for  the  instruction  of  boys 
and  girls  from  eight  to  eleven  years  of  age,  in  useful 
learning. 

A.D.  James  Lee,  esq.  erected  five  almshouses  for  the  like 
1819.  anmber  of  poor  widows,  each  to  have  tea  bosfada  of 
coals  at  Christmas,  besides  their  hving  free  of  rent  in 
the  house.  There  was  fonnerly  a  quakers'  chapel  in  this 
town,  situated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south-east  of  the 
church.  The  bnrial  ground  is  still  preserved,  v^ereia 
are  some  memorials  of  the  interment  of  persons  of  that 
persuasion.  A  devise  of  some  land  lying  in  Fakenham; 
in  Norfolk,  was  left  to  poor  persons  of  that  belief, 
living  in  the  parish  of  Upwell ;  but  none  of  that  denomi- 
nation b^g  now  resident  in  the  parish,  who  claim  the 
benefit  of  the  charity,  the  funds  arising  from  the  l&ad 
are  applied  towards  the  gm«al  benefit  of  the  society. 

WELNEY. 

This  hamlet  lies  on  the  bank  of  the  old  river  Ouse, 
which  formerly  had  its  natural  course  that  way.  It  has 
a  chapel,  which  is  an  jappendage  to  the  rectory  of 
Upwell.  The  old  Bedford,  and  the  Hundred  Feet  ornew 
Bedford,  rivers  pass  by  this  place.    Great  improvemeDts 
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in  this  part  of  the  country  have  hidj  taken  fdace;  and 
much  praise  is  jnstly  due  to  the  Rev.  Gale  Townley, 
th6  rector,  for  hia  laudable  exertions  in  contributing 
to  the  general  amelioration.  The  road  from  the  Downham 
turnpike  to  Littleport,  leading  to  the  Hundred  Feet  river, 
has  been  gravelled,  and  pat  into  a  good  condition,  bo  that 
the  commnnicarion  with  Ely  is  much  facilitated.  Indeed 
the  face  of  this  country  is  entirely  changed,  and  the 
traffie  daily  increasing,  to  the  great  advant^e  and  accom- 
modatioa  of  owners  and  occupiers  of  estates,  and  other 
inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  of  conse- 
quent public  utility.  The  nest  object  of  importance 
was  the  operation  of  an  act  obtained  in  the  year  ]  824, 
for  amending  the  road  from  Cambridge  to  Ely,  and  other 
roads  therm  mentioned,  and  making  a  turnpike  or  branch 
road,  from  or  near  the  town  of  Littleport,  to  the  fnry  or 
Soaring  bridge  over  the  Hundred  Feet  river  in  Welney, 
which  branch  road  is  by  the  said  act  called  that  of  the 
nortbfwest  district.*  This  object  obtfuned,  led  to  another 
plan  for  effecting  a  more  certain  communication  for  the 
public  than  the  means  afforded  by  the  ferry,  which  the 
same  worthy  rector  undertook  at  his  private  expense;  and, 
conaidering  that  a  suspension  bridge  was  in  its  nature 
peculiarly  well  adapted  for  a  country  subject  to  be  ovei^ 
flowed,  he  resolved  opon  introducing  one  of  those  curious 
specimens  of  modem  ingenuity  and  art,  by  constructing 
such  an  one,  to  be  carried  over  the  Hundred  Feet 
river.  He  laid  his  plan  before  the  hon.  corporation 
of  Bedford  Level,  with  a  proposal  to  erect  such  bridge, 
on    being    permitted    to  take  a  certain   easy  toll  from 

*  At  thii  pniod  (Augtut,  1137)  Mma  ipirilad  ■dTintoren  hns  ngaified 
thair  inteiitiiMi  to  iccammodUa  the  public  bj  ataUiiUsg  •  coach,  to  am 
bom  Elf,  ■loos  the  now  rw4,  orer  the  mipcnskui  bridge,  Ihroagh  tha 
toni  of  UpweU  ud  0«tw«U,  to  Wubedi. 
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bJI  penont  puung  orer  it.  lie  Bedfiwd  Lerel  < 
ntioD,  appUudi^  the  pablic  ipiiit  of  Mr.  IVnniky, 
gare  every  fkoiCty  to  the  accompli^meDt  of  the  noeeaare. 
llie  work  was  commenced  forthvitb,  under  thedirectiiHi 
of  captain  Samuel  Browne  of  the  royal  Bavy,  «Bd  tins 
novel  and  beautifal  atntctore  was  completed  in  the 
aommer  of  1836.  The  middle  leral  ii  by  thii 
united  with  the  south,  and  a  direct  • 
opened  from  Wisbech  to  Ely,  by  wayofUpwell,  which 
in  distaiKe  aaves  Mven  mite*.  It  may  be  considered 
not  only  an  ol^eet  of  nord^  and  admiration,  aa  a.  |)iece 
of  mechaniMm,  but  aa  afiording  conveniMice  and  detigfat 
to  the  traveller,  and  will  be  viewed  hereafter  as  one  of 
the  greatest  improvonents  introdaced  in  this  district, 
and  thue  the  esteemed  ractw  of  Upwell  hat  raised  a 
monnmoit  of  naefidness  and  WOTth  to  Ae  fens,  that  will 
add  lustre  to  and  perpetaate  his  name.  It  may  not  be 
uninterestisg  to  give  aBboct  descripttoa  of  the 

Sutpemton  Bridge.* 

The  bridge  h  one  hundred  and  ninety-^Kie  feet  Img, 
•nd  in  breadth  fourteen  feet;  the  platform  or  road  of 
the  bridge  springs  two  feet  in  the  centre,  and  five  feet 
six  inches  above  the  general  level  of  the  bank,  with  a  neat 
iron  railing,  five  feet  high,  and  three  feet  wslk  eH  «ach 
side  for  foot  passengers.  The  bridge  is  supported  by 
four  imncipal  suspending  chains,  driven  twelve  feet  into 


*  It  «rH  opcDcd  to  Oe  public  on  dia  16thAiigiiat  1B16, 4Bddiadiyb«>Df 
fin«,  «  Urine  put  of  the  >wi|bboiiTmg  geutrf,  ud  a  crauidsnbla  couonna 
•f  pmUMof  »lldMni(«ioBs,attaBted,  tlMftiknsfwhaBdtMdWbdud 
tb*  liut«  kekaflivio  tbe  hOMMnfab  MiinMie>  af  tka  BiMwt  Laital; 
•ad  tha  d^mifsnad  by  alt  cteasiwlthUi*  ataMtbanMBj  vri  om. 


i  by  Google 


ib,GoogIe 


K.}^' 


ib,GoogIe 


WELNEY. 

the  ground,  riyetted  end  to  ead,  and  properly  iftcured 
by  coufding  plates  and  bolts  of  {tfoportional  strength, 
with  perpendiGBlAr  mspendeis  supporting  the  lower  ban, 
on  which  the  beam*  of  the  bridge  rest ;  the  suspension 
rods  are  of  different  lengths,  being  nineteen  in  nnmbet 
on  each  side.  The  foundation  of  ^e  stroctnie  consists 
of  sixteen  Btroog  pilea  of  timber  to  each  of  the  two 
pien,  driven  twenty  one  feet  in  the  solid  bed  of  grave). 
A  large  iron  plate,  fixed  twelve  feet  in  the  ground,  forms 
a  sort  of  bed,  called  the  anchor,  throagh  which  the 
chains  run,  and  to  which  they  are  fastened.  The  pieis 
of  the  brick  work  are  twelve  feet  hig^,  and  the  cast 
iron  piem  tvrentyone  feet,  making  in  all  thirty-three 
feet  from  the  foundation  to  the  top  of  tiie  pier. 

This  work  was  executed  by  captain  Brovn,  the  estiniate 
whereof  was  £2710,  which  certain  alteratioiu,  with  a 
toll  house,  8ic.  extended  to  £3000.;  bat  evsi  this  sum 
will  not  cover  all  the  toxpenses  attcndii^  %  work  of  this 
magnitude. 

Many  coins  of  the  Roman  conpenKl  wen  dng  up  at 
Wehiey  about  a.d.  1718.*  Plates  of  theM  coins  were 
engraved,  and  are  amongst  the  valutblea  presented  to 
Trimty  college  Ubrary  by  Beaupr^  BelL 

T%e  Weltuy  Charity 

la  a  noble  benefaction,  eonsiating  of  several  pieces  of 
ground  in  Upwell  and  Welney,  given  many  ytelfe  lineo 
by  William  Manhall,  esq.  who  by  iadtatbHi  created 
oertain  trusts  for  theraguUtitu  of  thiSttiMkatcbAIitfi 
an  extiact  wh«reof  now  follows : 
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A.D.  "  By  iodentare  of  ftioffinent,  WiUlsm  MaJBhall,  of 
.IstApl.  Lincoln's  Ion,  esq.  conveyed  to  twelve  feoSecs  therein 
1661.  named,  and  to  their  heird,  nine  pieces  of  fea  g^uod, 
lying  in  Upwell  and  Weloey  hamlet,  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  in  a  place  thera  called  the  Weild,  and  id 
Uie  parish  of  Litlleport,  in  the  isle  of  Ely,  containiog 
foar  hnndred  and  seventy-nine  acres,  by  a  survey  made 
in  1818,  to  hold  upon  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises,  and  to  distribute,  dispose 
of,  and  pay  the  same  in  mapner  following,  vis. 

"  One-third  part  thereof  in  repairing  the  chapel  of 
Welney  aforesaid,  and  also  the  bridge  over  the  riv«-  or 
stream  thereof,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hamlet 
to  pass  over  the  said  bridge,  to  hear  divine  service  and 
prayers  in  the  chapel  afwesaid* 

"  Another  third  part  thereof  for  relieving  poor  widaws 
of  Welney,  and  for  putting  and  binding  out  poor 
infants  apprentices. 

'  "  And  the  other  third  part  thereof  to  be  employed  and 
laid  out  in  repaifit^;  the  highways  within  the  metes  and 
bounds  of  the  same  hamlet^  a*  often  as  occasi<m  should 
require. 

"  And  upon  further  trust,  that  when  so  many  of  the 
said  feofiees  ithould  die,  or  remove,  or  live  out  of  the 
etiid  hamlet,  aolbatbutoneoftbein  should  be  left,  then 
those  four,  with  such  feoffees  as  should  live  out  of  the 
paid  bamletx  should,  within  six  months  after  the  same 
should  BO  happen,  convey  all  their  right,  &c.  in  the 
said  premifies,  unto  twelve  of  the  most  substantial  in- 
habitants who  were  freeholders  within  the  same  hamlet, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  in  tnist  fiH  such 
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ases  as  tbereiubefoFe  declared,  with  a  proviso  that  once  in 
every  year,  and  (^ner,  if  occasion  should  require,  the 
asid  feoffees,  or  the  major  part  of  tfaem,  should  make  up 
an  account  of  the  rents  and  profi  ts  of  the  said  pranisas, 
and  to  what  uses  the  same  had  been  paid  or  distributed, 
and  should  cause  such  account  to  be  entered  in  a  book, 
and  signed  by  the  said  feoffees,  and  openly  produced  «t 
some  pnblic  meeting  of  the  parisbioners  of  Welney  afore- 
said, there  to  be  inspected  and  perused. 

"  Hie  trusts  of  this  original  feoffment  were  from  time  a.d. 
to  time,  as  the  old  feoffees  died  or  quitted  the  hamlet  of  1791. 
Welney,  renewed  by  subsequent  deeds,  pursuant  to  the 
provision  in  that  behalf  made,  down  to  the  year  1791. 
Six  of  the  feoffees  named  in  a  new  feoffment  deed  exe- 
cuted in  that  year,  having  subsequently  died,  and  the 
said  charity  estates  having  from  improved.draim^;esand 
other  causes  p«atly  increased  in  value,  so  that  the 
Tents  and  profits  were  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the 
particular  ases  and  trusts  contained  in  the  original 
indenture  of  feoffooent,  and  some  parts  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  charity  estates  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  surviving  feoffees, — an  information  was  lUed 
in  the  high  court  of  Chancery  in  Hilary  term  1805,  by  1805. 
his  m^esty's  attorney  general,  at  the  relation  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  Welney,  against  the  then  surviving  feoffees, 
praying  for  an  account  of  the  money  then  in  their  hands, 
and  that  it  might  be  referred  to  one  of  the  masters  of  the 
said  court,  to  approve  of  a  scheme  for  tbe  appropriation 
thereof,  and  of  tbe  further  surplus  of  tiie  rents  of  the  said 
charity  estates,  after  answering  the  purposes  of  the 
charity,  specially  directed  by  the  indenture  of  1st 
•  April  1661.  Whereupon  the  master  by  his  report 
certified,  that  it  appeared  to  him,  the  rents  and  profits  of 
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tbfl  Mid  charity  estatn  w«ra  Miore  ttua  lofficiant  ftr 
diB  UMB  mentioned  in  the  Mid  dead  of  lit  April  1061. 
Ifo  bIm  eartifiod,  that  the  hamlet  <^  W^oey  afiwenid 
WM  ntaatB  in  a  raniote  part  of  the  great  lenal  oi  the 
bu,  called  Bedford  Lorei,  aad  that,  from  the  state 
of  the  mads  dnring  the  winter  eeasaB,  the  comronnica- 
tiona  thoewith  wen  at  times  Tery  bad  and  diffieoH ; 
aod  that  there  mat  beiag  any  MsfaocJ  in  th«  nid  hamiet, 
the  children  of  the  poor  inhrf>it»nt»  there  w«e  eotinly 
debarred  &om  all  means  of  obtainii^  any  ua^U 
inatraotKw,  other  than  fn«  divine  Bernoe  parfonned  in 
the  aaid  chapel  oaoe  every  aonday ;  and  that  the  liabits 
aad  oonduot  of  many  aS  the  inhabitantB,  for  want  of 
■ach  InBtraction,  being  in  many  inBtanosa  in'ef;iilar  and 
moorrect;  he  had,  under  the  circnmstanoeB  afonsaid, 
and  aa  directed  by  the  Mid  decretal  order,  prociwded 
to  conaider,  and  had  approrad  of  a  scheme  for  an 
appropriation  of  the  rents  and  profits,  viz. 

"  That  one  full  third  part  of  the  net  rents  and  profits 
of  the  said  charity  estates  should  be  amioaUy  laid  out 
and  em^rfoysd  for  rdiering  and  sustaining  pow  widows 
of  the  Mid  hamlet,  and  for  patting  and  binding  ont  poor 
infants  of  the  same  hamlet  apprentices,  aad  for  pro* 
Tiding  them  with  apparel  and  elothii^,  if  neccssty, 
String  Uieir  apprenticeship:  that  as  much  of  the  re- 
maining two  third  parts  et  the  Mid  rmta  and  profits  as 
should  be  requisite  shoidd  fram  time  to  time  be  em|doyed 
snd  disposed  of  for  repairing  the  chapel  of  Welney 
flfbresaid,  and  also  the  bridge,  over  the  rirer  or  stream 
thereof,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hamlet  to  pan 
drer  theiaid  bridge  to  bear  divina  serrice  and  pntyen 
in  tlie  diapri  aforesaid,  aad  for  keeping  in  repair  the 
hi^nraya  within  the  metes  snd  bounds  of  the  said 
hamlet: 
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"  lliat  oat  of  the  imdae  of  socb  reota  snd  jjiioftts, 
aft«r  the  payments  oiineBaid,  a  free  school  shonM  be  es^ 
taWshed,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  children  of  the 
poor  infaabitaats  of  the  said  hamlet  for  ever,  to  be  cklled 
"Hie  charity  school  of  William Manfaall,  founded  at- 
*•  Welney,  in  the  eoun^  of  Vorft^  s"  that  the  -vestry 
ffkOin  erected  by  the  trusteea  of  the  sud  chari^  in  the 
said  hamlet,  adjoiniag  the  said  eha|>el,  dioold  be  u«ed 
for  the  purpose  of  the  said  free  school :  that  the  trustees 
hr  the  time  being  should  provide  a  maata  tor  tii»  said 
■cbool,  and  might,  if  aecesaary,  and  the  finances  of  t^' 
i^iarity  should  be  adequate  thereto,  erect  a  propra, 
dwdlisg  hotue  for  the  residence  of  the  nlasttr,  and 
pufchase  a  piece  of  ground  for  die  lite  thereof,  oat  of  the 
fands  and  revenves  of  the  said  charity,  after  tnalcing  the. 
aeveral  payments  and  provisiMiB  before  mentioned. 

"  The  coart,  havuig  by  an  order  eonfinaed  the  mutar'r,  a.  d. 
repCTt,  and  hcrtng  approved  of  new  tnutees  for  the  fotun.  1819. 
managoment  and  government  of  the  charity,  a  new 
feoffinent  deed  (settled  and  ap^ranred  by  the  master,  and 
dated  7dt  Angiwt  1819)  was  execated.  By  that  detd 
the  right  lererend  Bowyer  Edward,  lord  bishop  of  Ely, 
and  the  bishop  of  Ely  for  the  time  beii^,'  Sichard 
Greaves  Townley,  esq.  lord  of  the  manor  of  Upwell  and 
Welney,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  the  lord  of  the 
■aid  manor  for  the  time  being ;  the  reverend  WilUtm 
Oale  Townley,  rector  of  Upwell  and  Welney,  and  the 
rector  of  Upwell  and  Welney  for  the  time  beii^ ;  Wtlltam 
Lee,  esq.,  Joseph  Climenson,  farmer,  William  ClimCBMaf 
(son  of  the  said  Joseph  Climenson)  Robert  Smart,  farmer, 
James  Lee,  gentlefoaa,  John  Palmer,  gentleman,  HaasCp 
er.Csoa  of  the  eaid  John  Pkliaer)  WilUan  B«ge>% 
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Edwaid  Beeton,  Tbomas  Baker,  George  Cole,  Robert 
Bevt,  the  elder,  Rotxat  Beart,  (son  of  the  said  Robert 
Beart,  the  elder)  WUIiam  Cox,  the  younger,  WiUiam 
Beart,  (son  of  the  late  William  Beart)  Joseph  Little,  and 
John  Little,  fanaen,  were  coaetituted  tnistees,  with  a 
provision  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  (except 
IB  the  instances  of  the  iNshop,  the  lord  of  the  mantM-, 
and  rector)  &om  time  to  time,  when  necessary." 

Under  the  Tigilant  supwintendance  and  directiwi  of 
the  present  feoffees,  the  affairs  of  the  chari^  are 
jndiciondy  and  correctly  conducted.  The  estates  are 
annually  let  by  auction,  in  lots,  to  the  best  bidders ; 
the  rents  are  required  to  be  pud  in  advance  inunediately 
after  the  letting,  by  which  means  losses  to  the  chari^ 
are  avoided,  and  a  due  appropriation  of  the  funds  and 
revenues  for  the  year  readily  adjusted ;  a  treasurer  is 
appointed,  who 'gives  security  for  the  due  ezecstion'of 
his  office,  and  whoae  accounts  are  made  up  and  regularly 
audited  at  a  yearly  meeting,  held  in  the  month  of  June, 
and  at  which  meeting  such  rules,  orders,  and  directioQ» 
for  the  good  order  and  government  of  the  chanty,  as  the 
trustees  or  a  major  part  of  them  present  thinlt  expedient, 
are  from  time  to  time  made. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  low  country  are  chiefly  depen- 
dant for  water  on  such  as  is  obtained  by  the  con- 
venience of  cisterns,  and  what  is  afforded  from  the 
aoakage  of  the  earth,  which  is  by  no  means  of  a  had 
quality. 

The  reverend  Gale  Townley,  amwgst  other  public 
and  useful  designs,  is  at  this  time  engaged  in  boring  for 
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wat«r  at  Welney,  at  hia  private  expense,  in  hopes  of 
procnring  a  good  sapply  at  all  times  of  that  necessary 
article  of  life,  for  the  benefit  of  the  BurrouQding 
neigliboiirhood . 

By  the  population  returns  in  1821,  there  were  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  males,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty-Kme  females,  making  together  three  hundred  and 
twelve  in  the  hamlet  of  Welney. 

THORNEY, 

Anciently  denominated  Ankar-ig,  or  Ankeridge,  the 
former  from  the  Saxtm  words  meaning  • "  Thomey 
"  Island,"  the  latter  from  the  Anchorites  or  hermits  who 
dwelt  in  ^e  cells  of  an  abbey  founded  there  by  Saxulph, 
first  abbot  of  Peterborough,  in  the  time  of  St.  Etheldreda, 
A.n.  662. 

This  monastery  was  destroyed  by  the  Danes  in  870, 
and  reSuilt  in  the  reign  of  king  Edgar  in  S72,  for  Bene- 
dictine monks.  In  1085,  the  church  was  rebuilt  by 
abbot  Oonter,  temp.  William  I.;  and  in  1178,  was 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin  and  St  Botolph,*  foy  Herrey,  first 
bidlop  of  Ely.  The  structure  possessed  considerable 
■nagoificence,  and  was  at  least  five  times  aa  large  as  at 
pre8ent.t  When  the  abbey  was  diaaolvM  by  king 
Henry  VIII.,  great  part  of  the  building  was  destroyed. 
It  consisted  of  two  tiers  of  semieircular  arches,  resting 

*  Who,  with  m«nj  othn  Suae  uinti,  lies  buried  in  this  cbmch.  Ctln' 
MSS. 

t  A  dimo^ht  of  Thonaj  abbe;  ia  in  ttw  libmj  of  the  raTcnnd  doctor 
JohaaoD,  of  Spaldiag.  Uhadalomiia  themidiUe,  wilb  ■eroH'embttllcd 
•tup.    Ctltt'MSS. 
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oo  ttaaty  pilUn.  The  lemtindeK  escaped  d«atraetion  by 
bung  madi)  parocliul.  The  tide  aisles  were  remored  in 
1636,  the  nare  (which  is  all  that  i*  left  of  the  old  chorck, 
and  constitutes  the  whole  of  the  present  one,  being  ciz^- 
Mx  feet  ID  length,  and  twenty-eight  in  breadth)  has 
been  repaired  and  fitted  up  for  the  perfwmaoee  of  divin« 
••rrice.  It  is  a  neat  pile  of  building,  with  two  aaatl 
toirets  at  the  west  end,  elegantly  adorned  with  »  raw 
of  nine  statues  of  saints.  On  each  side  of  tha  archea 
of  the  west  door  is  written  "  1636,"biu1  within  the  church 
are  several  mural  monuments.  A  small  building,  once 
[Kut  of  the  cloisters,  is  now  conrerted  into  a  school  house, 
die  mastM  of  which  is  allowed  a  talary  of  £30.  by 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Bedfocd.  At  the  time  id  the 
ctiawdution,  the  leroiaeii  of  tbe  abbey  w«e  estinated 
at  the  annual  value  c£  £411. 13*.  114-  A  great  pwrt  of 
its  posaessioDS,  together  with  its  lite,  w«r«  ^v9a,  in  the 
year  1649,  to  John  lord  Russel,  ancestor  of  the  dvltf  of 
Bedford,  who  is  lord  of  the  manor,  patron  of  the  chorch, 
and  sole  ]Hopnetor  of  the  parish.  Not  Ui  from  the 
ohurqh  have  been  dug  up  (aaqy  luna  and  coinh* 
whieh  were  divna  of  Tnj«n,  very  fair  and  wdl  p 
Tb«  but  abbot  obtained  a  pensioa  of  £200.  pw  a 
OB  snrrendenqg  hia  abb^  into  the  king's  biw<i9f  The 
■bbot  was  a  mitred  tme,  and  waa  sumvu^ted  w  a 
fama  t9  parliament  49th  Heqry  UI.*  Th4  rf^flMW 
BOQieties  fQOB^ed  in  th*  isle  of  Ely  v*y  he  aeomH^ 
M  ffom  the  retired  and  aoUt^iy  aitaati^  TbMMf 
has  %  reapeptaUe  im*  built  in  a  qw^drangiMfti  fiw. 
with  a  paved  yard  in  the  centre.  At  the  weat  end  of 
the  church,  on  the  othvr  mde  of  ib6  street,  studs  a 
very  fine  pile  of  baiidings  built  out  itf  the  rains  of  the 
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abbey,  occupied  by  Tycbo  Wing,  esq.  The  inbabitanto 
of  Thoniey  are  many  of  them  descended  fn»n  the  ref^;ee 
French  or  Walloons,  a  colony  of  whom  settled  here  about 
the  middle  of  the  17th  cflntary,  having  been  employed  by 
the  eart  ^  Bedford  in  draining  the  low  grounds ;  and  in 
Thomey,  aa  well  aa  the  neighbouring  pariabes,  many 
Fratch  names  are  still  extant  In  the  church  yard  is  a 
vast  Bumber  of  tombstones  and  head  stones  bearing 
FrNich  names,  the  ftdlowing  is  here  noticed  for  its 
singvlarity : 

"  In  memory  of 

William  Livard,  aliaa  Count, 

who  departed  this  life 

July  29th  1733,  aged  37. 

Here  lies  the  unaoconntable  Coant, 

Who  died  in  his  prime,   - 

Lired  most  of  his  time, 

Rest  the  unaccountable  Count. " 

Budiop  Wren  granted  a  licence  to  Stephen  de  Cnraal,  a 
Freneboiaji,  to  preach  at  Thimiay  in  Freioh  tr  Latin,  in 
the  year  1640 ;  but  the  epitaph  oS  the  rererend  Eiekid 
panois,  who  died  in  1674,  ^>eaks  of  the  latter  as  the 
firat  miniirter  of  the  Fi«ncli  colony. 

"nie  living  is  a  donatire,  exempt  frtaa  the  bishop's  and 
Archdeaeo&'a  riaitatioo,  nware  confirmationa  held  thne. 
DiTioe  tervice  used  to  be  perfi»med  in  the  church  of 
Thomey  is  the  Eogbsh  language  on  one  part  of  the  Lord's 
.day,  and  on  the  other  in  the  French,  to  the  proteatant 
nfugoea ;  but  now,  the  inhabitanta  bong  in  a  manner 
natualisBdfhaTe  forgotten  their  original  tongue,  andspcak 
English.  A  French  register  of  baptisms  from  the  year 
1653  to  1727  is  still  presenred.    The  marriage  ceremony 


i  by  Google 


HISTORY    OF 

wan  peribrmed  by  the  English  clergymen,  TTie  parish 
is  exempt  from  tithe,  and  the  minister  is  allowed  £200: 
per  annum.  The  office  of  steward  to  the  noble  dnlte's 
property  has  been  Ailed  for  nearly  seventy  years  pa»t 
by  the  very  respectable  family  of  Wing.*  Thorney  has 
a  market  on  Thursdays,  granted  to  the  earl  of  Bedford 
by  charter  of  the  Bedford  Level  in  1638,  with  a  lan^ 
fair  for  horses  on  the  lat  July.  The  parish  contains 
about  17,560  acres.  The  &rms  are  from  200  to  500  acres, 
and  the  rental  about  £20,000.  per  annum.  The  noble 
duke  pays  I«.  6d.  per  acre  drainage  tax  for  ext^rual 
works,  and  the  tenants  1i.  6d.  per  acre  for  internal. 
The  last  breach  of  the  bank  ct  Morton's  Learn,  which  was 
in  the  month  of  November  1770,+  did  much  injury  in 
this  parish.  About  26,000  sheep  are  sent  from  this 
place  to  Smithfield  annnally.  The  late  incumbent  was 
the  Rev.  John  Oirdlestone :  the  name  of  this  family  is 
met  with  in  old  records,  and  in  the  History  of  Norfolk, 
variously  spelt,  as  Kerdeston,  Kirdistone,  Kerdlestone, 
Cardestone,  Cardlestoa,  and  Girdlestone.  The  name  of 
Kerdeston  may  be  met  with  in  Norfdk  from  the  time  of 
the  conquest,  and  probably  originated  from  a  village  of 
thai  name,  where  they  posseued  some  property,  as  we 
find  in  15th  Edward  I.  (1286)  the  name  of  Kerdleatpn 
cum  Reepham,  Sir  William  de  Calthorpe,  and  Elixa, 
his  wife,  had  land  conveyed  to  them  by  Wilham  de 
Kerdeston  at  that  time.  This  bmily,  for  a  long  period^ 
lived  in  hig^  respectability  in  Norfolk ;  and  in  the  chancel 
of  Reepham  church  is  to  be  seen  a  marble  monument 
of  Sir  William  de  Kerdeston.  After  several  generations, 
tlic  Rev.  Zurishaddai  Girdlestone  succeeded  by  will  to 
divers  estates,  manors,  and  advowsons  in  Nwfolk.    John 

*  8«ep*|e60.  t  SeeptfnSt. 
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Giidkatone,  the  father  of  ,  Zurishaddai,  married  in 
1707  Satah  Ford,  from  whom  descended  the  late 
Rev.  John  Giidlestone,  who  married  Rehecca,  youngeat 
daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Steed,  and  was  curate  and  in- 
cumbent of  Thomey  for  upwards  of  fifty  yeara,  and  died 
2d  March  1821,  aged  76.  The  family  of  Girdleatons 
hat  a  claim  to  be  admitted  to  Winchester  coU^,  as 
fbunder'B  kin  to  William  of  Wyckham,  fraa  whom  thejr 
ate  lineally  descended.  The  situation  of  Thomey  is 
pleasant,  the  church  and  town  standing  on  a  ri«ng 
ground,  well  wooded  to  the  south  west,  having  a  mile  of 
road  .towards  Whittleaea  overshaded  by  branches  of 
trees,  which,  1^  forming  an  arch  of  boughs,  g^ve  a 
pleasing  appeanuice  to  a  stranger,  on  the  approach  to 
Wbittlesea.*  William  of  Malmesbury,  who  hved  in  the 
time  of  Henty  II.,  speaks  with  great  enthusiasm  of  the 
beaatifiil  situation  c^  Thwney,  and  the  extrane  fertility 
of  the  soil,  as  abounding  with  orchards  and  vineyards,'!' 
from  which  testimony  it  must  ,be  inferred  that  this  skirt 
of  the  level  was  not  then  drowned,  and  therefwe,  that 
the  ontfolls  to  the  sea  were  at  this  time  dear  and  open. 

■  John OiidlMMM,  Mq. to|Mkn  with  StMd  fiiiillMl wI>om  n^u 

bHbMsfireqiuntljbalbramaBtioDed,  (aaeft§»106)  m  Uw  wu  oftk* 
Uta  tw*ereiiid  John  Oirdlubne  ;  to  Uw  Cmaar  of  tlnie  gentlamen  th* 
oHBpilet  of  thii  natk.  ii  indebted  Gir  mucb  inlbrnutCon  rsIstiTe  to  tlia  toini 

t  Dv^dkU  iMTing  icfcmd  to  ths  mouitBiiea  oT  Elf,  lUnuy,  nul 
CnsriHid,  qootM  tho  word*  of  WiHitn  of  Htlnaabar;,  raUtiva  to  TlMTnay, 
mIdUow*:  "TboTneUinlUiiaT  actilitOialcoBtTactiaTipaciOiied prior kndnt 
"  titoh),  pandit  limoUctnun,  qnod  wvEnitats jam  ccclo*  iptoi  imagutatnr;  ia 
"  ipdi  palddibiu,  krbonunfbnz.qiWenodiproceriUtaliicUiitiiradijdtn, 
"  ■qaoraa  pluutiea  heibmim  viiidantibiu  conk  ocoloi  livoeat, "  &c. 
ThcOVf,  thon^h  lut  nentioned,  a>d  tm  in  dicnil,  h*th  the  priority  ia  biM  i 
npMMatediTerjpuvUM;  fin  tbU  in  pUMoi*  and  delight  it  lOMmblMh  . 
Hanva  Itwlf ;  thg  nr;  minh—  iboonding  with  tram,  whoM  lengtb, 
«itka«  kaoli,  do  amnkta  the  atoB.  TlM  plain  than  ii  M  leral  M  tba  im, 
wUGti,with(lMaa«uhla|of(lM|nw,a&Bn*tb*«jo,&c>  DtigUU,^aeiK 
2h 
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Oreftt  devMUtion  miut,  in  an  after  period,  have  taken 
|dftce,  though  the  time  whm  the  obstrueticnia  happened 
to  the  outfall  cannot  now  be  ascertatned  ;  bot  what 
these  fens  were  for  depth  and  breadth  daiing  the  space 
of  many  ages  before  the  genetal  drainage,  it  is  no  hard 
matto-  to  guess,  for  the  moor,*  totally  contracted  by  ft 
lei^  stagnatioa  of  the  fresh  waters,  was  found  for  the 
Bwst  part  tes  feet  deep  thronghout  all  this  side  of  the 
eountry.'t-  Now,  however,  the  eye  of  the  beholder  is  again 
aHured  l^  the  pleaung  appearance  of  rich  and  verdant 
aieads — An  alteration  effected  by  the  improved  drahnge^ 
at  the  expense  of  the  family  of  the  noble  duke  who 
BOW  possesses  this  property,  so  that  we  may  say  with  ikt 
tout 

*•  Mnh  hu  bMB  pnfmnsd  la  ck«ck  Om  fciM 

"  Of  datve'siipiu.    Thi*  wife  uqpMM  ma  oM 

"  A  dmuj,  [»Hilw  wwM — 

*■  Till  oaa  of  lint  high  bonoorad  patriot  duib, 

"  RuhI  !  uoK,  who  dnined  the  TB*hy  feD, 

"  CoDlIn'd  tlie  witsn,  bade  grorei  and  faidna  blocn, 

«  A*d  tlM«|k  Ua  M*  cmStM  M  I)m  MMM^ 

"  Gadliks  badalcennal    ¥wta  Aaoa  iimr 

"  To  raisa  Ibe  ginleii  and  the  ibady  grora. 

"  What  cbaigea  cannot  toll 

«  With  pitioBt  Ht  rifect  r 

Di/tt'i  riMct,  h-k  I. 

A  cross]:  fbrmerly  stood  in  the  parish  of  Thontey,  near 
to  Farcet  King's  Delph.  Tbomey  grounds  coDtain 
1^850  acres,^  400  aores  whoeof  are  in  hvd  bad, 
and  in  fen  16,4M  aeres;  tha«  are  4000  acres  of  adrea- 
tnrera'  lands. 

The  populaUon,  by  the  last  returaa  in  1821,  was  689 
malea,  and  971  femalea,  making  together  1970. 

»  DagMb,  pa««  MO.       t  Sm  i«(a  139. 


i  Dofdtle,  F^c  aai. 
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WHITTLBSEA, 

Called  indooDud&ybook  Witesie,  isistbehnndredof 
Witc^ford  and  deanery  of  Ely,  lying  on  the  borders  of 
Hnntingdonihire  end  Northamptonsbire,  ebout  six  miles 
east  of  Peterborough,  It  contains  two  parishes,  Saint 
Mary'a  and  Saint  Andrew's,  but  their  r^pectire  bounda- 
ries eaanot  be  wholly  ascertained.  They  are  in  distinct 
patronage.  There  are  two  churches,  that  of  St  Mary's 
is  a  rery  handsome  structure,  with  a  beautiful  spire 
}rfaead  on  a  nt^le  square  tow^,  adorned  with  fine 
ewious  voA,  after  the  cathedral  ^faion.  The  tower  is 
lofty,  and  has  five  bells  and  chimes  is  it,  and  the  spire  of 
'atone  is  exceedingly  taper  and  elevated.  The  interior 
of  the  church  by  no  means  answers  to  the  magnificence 
of  its  tower  and  spire,  which  is  by  far  the  most  elegant 
of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  has  a  nave, 
chaaeel,  two  side  airies,  two  chapels  in  them,  and  a  south 
porah,  with  a  chamber  otn  it,  all  leaded  and  in  good 
repair.  Aboat  the  nuddle  aisle  of  the  church  is  a  marble, 
with  an  inscription  to  the  memory  of  Elizabeth  Whetstone, 
who  died  in- 1707.  This  stone  the  people  have  a  notion 
covered  the  bodies  of  two  maiden  sisters,  who  built  this 
church.  Mr.  Whetstone,  it  seems,  had  this  stone  turned, 
and  the  present  inscription  put  on  it.  It  is  said  to 
hare  had  two  figures  on  thi  other  side,  hut  probably 
this  is  an  idle  conceit.*  Only  one  register  of  baptisms 
'&c.  was  kept  for  both  parishes  previous  to  the  year  1613, 
if  the  period  from  1662  to  1690  be  excepted.  The 
church  is  a  nearage,  but  anciently  b^onged  to  the  abbey 
of  Homey,  Taloed  in  the  king's  books  at  £  19. 13«.  9d, 

•CoIm'1188. 
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Bobert  BHgli,  hst  ftbbot  of  Thomey,  mod  bishop  of  Down 
and  Cotmor,  in  Irelmd,  hf  bis  will  dated  IMh  Octobtr 
1647,  appranted  his  bodj  to  be  buried  in  this  clmrdi, 
before  the  sicied  ncimmeiit  of  the  altar,  and  giree  a 
legBC  J  to  the  panonage  of  Whittleaea,  fonnorly  beloagtBg 
to  the  diMoIved  monastery  of  Thonwy.  It  is  precantad 
be  lies  buried  in  the  church.  The  altar  is  on  thiee 
large  steps,  lailsd  roond;  several  stones  lie  iindo:  Ac 
altar,  bat  most  of  them  de&eed.  There  are  menaonab 
of  the  &inilie9  of  Hake,  UnderwDod,  and  Motwe.  Tke 
church  is  crowded  by  galleries  around  it,  which  apoU  tile 
aiqwatance.  The  old  ohuioh  yard  ia  fidl  of  gravcatanc^ 
but  an  additional  piece  of  graund  wa»  puehaaed  -  and 
eoDsecrated  in  the  year  1813.  - 

Hie  church  of  St.  Andrew  is  a  rery  handaone,  neaC 
building,  adorned  by  a  small  square  Uma.  It  wm 
gtrai  to  the  monks  of  Ely  by  Nigdlua,  bishop  of  that 
see,  in  1133.  In  it  are  mconorials  of  tbe  fimylMNi  of 
Stona,  Moore,  Ground,  Read,  (who  was  high  aberiff  d* 
the  county  in  1672)  and  Underwood.  "Die  hUter  famay 
had  lived  at  Whittlesea  many  yean  before  ',the  civil  war, 
at  which  time  Hugh  Underwood,  esq.  was  depu^  Un- 
tenant of  the  isle  of  £ly,  and  was  then  oaliad  governor 
of  Whittleaea.  His  re^enee  in  snpposad  to  have  beea 
OB  the  spot  where  there  is  at  present  a  pkaaaat  and 
commodious  plantation  called  the  mount,  and  here  it  is 
■aid,  that  in  cutting  certain  moata,  awathea  of  mown 
grass  were  found  lyit^  perfect,  and  not  decompoaed.* 
The  manor  of  Whittleaea  St.  Andrew,  which  had  bdragad 
to  tbe  pcior  and  cmvent  of  Ely,  and  thaimpiopriatioa 
of'  the  parish  of  St.  Meiy,  together  with  the  patnnttge 

•  CoIm' BCBS.  <Sm  *lw)  i»ga  19.) 
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vf  that  benefice,  hare  long  been  held  with  the  manor 
«r  WhiUksea  St.  Mary.  The  living  is  lafed  in  tbe 
king's  books  at  £4.  I3i.  4d.  Tbe  manor  of  Whittlesea 
St.  Haijr  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Tbomey, 
as  weU  as  tbe  adrowson  of  the  church.  This  estate 
has  been  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  Waldegrare 
Anoily,  and  is  now  vested  in  the  earl  of  Waldegrave, 
and  the  funilies  of  the  dnke  itf  Gmfton,  end  the  late 
lord  Hugh  Seymour,  both  of  whom  married  nsters  of 
the  late  oonntew  Waldegnvs.  Mr.  Secretary  Thnrloe* 
was  heretofore  possessed  of  tbe  manors  of  WlHttlesea  St. 
Maiy,  and  Whittlesea  St.  Andrew,  and  that  of  the  rectory 
of  Mluttlesea  Su  Mary.  Whittlesea  had  fmnarly  a 
market,  which  had  not  been  wholly  disused  OBtil  within 
abcnt  the  last  fifty  yeara.  There  is  a  market  cross 
remainn^;  die  market  day  ^was  .I^iday.  A  small  fair 
.u  heM  there  for  brases  on  the  13th  Jnne.  The  king  pre- 
sents to  the  vioaragB  of  St.  Andrew ;  the  owners  of  the 
imfNWfffiate  rectory  of  Whittlesea  St.  Mary  present  to 
the  Ticarage  of  St.  Mary.  By  pope  Nichtdas'  tazatioD  f 
they  are  chaified  as  foUowB: 

£,     :    d. 

EodiadeWytlvBte  Marie 16      0    0 

VicarejnBdem    6    13    4 

Eoeha  sci  Andree  de  Wytlea     ....     10      0    0 
Vioar  aci  Andree  de  Witlese 3      6    8 

Tbe  town  stands  on  rising  gnnmd  at  the  extremity  of 
tiie  Me  of  Ely  and  eonnty  irf  Cambridge.  It  is  popnloos, 
and  reckons  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  rotes  fbr 
a  of  pariiament. 


•  ThmWi  StiM  PV«»,  BoJkiMlibni7,  Ozfcid. 
t  SMpifatM. 
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There  m  a  ehanty  school  for  uutntctiog  fifteen  poor 
boya  or  f^\» ;  the  mut^B  salary  is  £  1&  per  annwm, 
which  nam  wfts  bequeathed  by  Mr.  KelftiU,  about  th#  . 
year  1736. 

Whittieflfea,  ezelnuve  of  the  town,  cofttaina  to* 
hanileta>  cdlcd  Coats  aad  gutrca ;  at  the  latter  place, 
a  Uc«Ke,  dated  1403,  was  granted  for  toaaiikig  a 
chapel  of  the  holy  trinity.  At  a  place  called  EMerlkeUt 
a  chapel  was  consecrated  in  1625,*  #hich  has  bcea 
Iwg  since  dilapidated.  In  1609^  a  lease  was  gianteri 
to  Anthony  Oare,  of  various  things,  and  amongat  than 
a  tenement  caHed  Ektemayla,  with  a  croft  and  pool 
yard,  sit  the  rent  of  forty  shillfaiga  p«r  annum.'f'  There 
was  another  chapel  c^ed  St.  Peter's,  to  the  west  of  the 
town,  in  a  place  atlU  called  Chtuch  Fidd,  In  94A 
Edward  I-,  a  preeebtment  was  made  of  the  tttnante 
wytiag  the  fen,  and  4eatroyiogthe  hadioar  &r  the  kng's 
deer  ;  and  that  John  ]fi  Wode,  with  the  mannf  WUttle- 
a«a,caBe  itatA  the  said  iien,  aad  set  fire  tittttkn,  wUcii  bant 
in  length  and  breadth  four  mites,  oansing  titereby  gnat 
loss  to  the  Idtng  in  his  harts,  hinda,  and  goats4  At  a 
session  of  sewers  at  Huntingdpnin  1617,  it  wasilbcreed 
that  certain  drains  should  be  cleansed  by  tlie  lord  of  the 
cokenary  of  Wbittlesea,  pr  the  farmer  tha«of.|  In 
1728,  a  bill  was .  brooglH:  into  parliament,  on  petition  of 
the  land  owners  and  proprietors  of  the  low  grounds  and 
fen  grounds  in  Whittiesea,  oonsisting  of  7000  acras 
of  land,  which  the  proprietors  complaiBed  had  beta  w 
drowned  with  water,  that  they  yielded  httle  «r  no  proAt, 
and  could  not  be  drained  for  want  of  oonveiwakt  outUb 


».  t  Ibid. 

{  Dii^dile,  page  397. 
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to  diacfaai^e  Uie  waters  iato  the  ooouaoit  nwr,  and 
from  thence  to  Bea.*  About  1742,  sevenl  Boman.  lamps 
were  found  by  a  man  as  he  was  ptoaghing  at  Glaasmorc^ 
(a  dbthct  belonging  to  Whittiesea) ;  they  were  made  of 
of  red  ware,  all  lying  yety  regulariy  io  a  low.  Also  a 
human  bcuU  was  dug  up  in  the  town  abost  the  same 
pwiod,  the  whole  brain  whereof  was  ossified  and  concreted 
into  as  haid  and  solid  subataBce  as  the  bone^  ntaiidog 
still  its  nataral  curdled  fora,  the  sutures,  kc  ntnaining 
entire.t  Thcte  are  stHne  small  shaiitiea  founded  by 
pwsons  of  the  names  of  Dow,  Kandall,  Kelfull,  and 
Noble.  Also  some  lands  and  houses,  given  at  Tarioos 
times  by  different  benefactors  in  ths  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  to  trastees,  the  rents  t^  which  are  applied 
to  charitable  <»-  any  other  uses,  for  the  genoal  good  of 
th8  town.  The  two  parishes  contain  abtoat  23,S00|aonB, 
«fwhichabout  two  thiFds.are  rqwtedio  beinthepsoah 
of  Bt.  Maiy,  asd  .abo«t  one  third  in  that  of  St.  Andiqtr. 
Both  TicaiagM  have  been  hdd  by  the  same  pervm  as 
fiff  back  as  aay  reowds  sbaw,  to  the  year  I81£.  la 
this  towoship  are  6716  acres  of  adventorecs'  lands. 

Ilie  foUowiag  is  a  list  of  the  aeveial  vioan  sine*  tba 
year  1600. 

A.D. 

1615  Francis  Oates  occurs, 

1639  William  Mason, 

1688  Richaid  Mason,  (son  of  the  former  vicar) 

168S  KiehardMMon,  (b«i  of  ^  last  vicar) 

17(^  Homas  Topping, 

1743  William  Beale, 
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A.D. 

1772  Thomas  Chulea  Cadmlladw  Mooie, 

1616  James  Tobias  Cook,  AM.  (of  St  Andrew's) 

1816  John  Piatt,  (of  Sl  Mary's) 

William  of  Whittlesea,  afchbisbop  of  Cantarbwey 
in  1368,  waa  bom  at  this  place. 

According  to  the  last  retnins  of  popnlatioD  in  1821, 
it  appears  there  were  2613  males  and  26^  females, 
Boaking  tt^ether  5276. 

WJuttle$ea  Mere, 

The  moat  spacious  ireah  water  lake  in  die  soutfaem  part 
(rf  Great  Britain,  on  which  have  been  exhibited  sereral 
regattas  and  ic»4>oat  sailings,  is  about  six  miles  from  the 
town  of  Whittleaea,  aitonted  at  the  extremity  of  die 
county  of  Cambridge,  and  on  the  north  side  of  the 
county  of  Hnntingden,  and  about  thirty-eight  miles 
west  of  the  German  ocean,  ux  miles  down  the  Noie 
ficom  the  city  of  Peterborough,  and'  two  nulea  and  thieo 
quarters  east  (max  Stilton.  The  sui&ce  is  1570  square 
acres.  Its  circumference  is  eight  milee  and  three  quarters, 
abounding  with  a  great  variety  ot  water  fowl,  and  the 
following  species  of  fiah,  viz.  pike,  perch,  carp,  teooh> 
eels,  bream,  chub,  roach,  dace,  gudgeons,  shallows,  &c. 
In  the  summer  months  this  lake  is  Tisited  by  many  i^  the 
nobiUty  and  gentry  from  Tarioos  parts.  At  timaa  ik  is 
violently  ^tated,  without  any  viaible  eanae,  and  is  fed 
by  the  waters  of  a  vast  tract  of  country,  whose  orer^oa 
makes  its  way  down  to  the  eea.  The  difionlties  are  too 
great  to  deduce  the  origin  of  this  beautiful  and  eztenove 
piece  of  water,  and  at  best,  it  would  be  enveloped  in 


i  by  Google 


WHITrLESEA.  t 

conjecture  and  obBcurity,  bo  as  not  to  give  satisfaction  to 
th«  generality  of  readers ;  but  its  antiquity  and  import- 
anoe  are  TisiblB  by  the  authorities  of  domesday  book,  and 
by  its  having,  so  early  as  a.d.  664,  been  granted  by 
Wolphere,  king  t^  Merda,*  to  his  new  founded 
monastery  of  Medehamstead,  (now  Peteibwongh)  which 
was  destroyed  by  the  I>anee  in  870,  when  it  reverted  to 
the  crown. 

Domesday  book  mentions  that  the  abbot  of  Hamsey 
had  <me  boatsgata  in  his  own  right,  and  a  second  boats- 
gate  which  he  held  of  the  abbot  of  Thomey,  with  two 
fishenes,  and  tme  virgate  of  land.  Hie  abbot  ofThomey 
had  two  boat^ates. 

In  1607,  Henry  VII.  granted  the  office  (tf*  keepw  of 
tlie  nmmyoB  the  mere  to  David  Cecil,  fwtbe  teim  of 


In  16^,  Charies  II.  granted  to  Edward,  eari  c^  Stnd- 
■  wich,  the  office  of  master  of  the  swans  within  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  also  the  office  of  bailiff  at  keeper  id 
WhittleMaMiatt.  The  lord  of  the  manor  has  a  ri^t  to 
foauKKt  the  flahermen,  (or  fenny  ferries)  to  his  two 
oonrts,  holdan  at  Hofane,  when  preeeatments  are  made, 
and  Ua  bailiff  prona  the  nets  with  a  braien  mash  pin, 
and  on  bnng  found  nndonzed,  he  is  at  bberty  to  take 
a,  fine,  or  deslny  them,  and  is  entitled  to  fines  and 
tarUibam,  with  other  manoiial  r^ts,  &c. 

Hw  praent  lighta  of  fishii^  are  aa  Ibllowa : 
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William  Wells,  esq.  loid  of  QlaUoa,  with  Hobae,  elenn 

boatagatas. 
Lord  Brownlow,   lord  of  Farcett,  od^  aad  a  private 

The  ohurcb  of  Petsrborougli,  two, 
Loid  CmyaSartp  one. 

There  are  other  amall  meres  in  the  neighboiirhood,  as 
Vgg  Mere,  Ramaey  Mere,  8u;. 

Mr.  Golbern,  ia  the  year  1777,  west  thnwgb  Wbittle- 
•ia  Blare,  Bonndrt  it,  «m1  Saaad  the  bottom  ia  geoeml 
■way  em,  wilii  four  feet  aad  an  half  <d  watw,  wui  two 
feet  of  mud  under  it. 

-  Abeat  two  mika  distait  &em  the  north  east  ajde  of 
the  mere,  there  ia  a  naoniiiablc  chaand  cat  thraitgfa  the 
body  of  the  fen,  eztoidiiig  itself  from  near  Sama^  te 
Peteii>orough,  and  ia  called  King's  Delph.  The 
COBUDoa  traditm  itf  that  king  Canute  or  his  quebn, 
being  in  wnm  peril  ia  their  pnaaaga  from  Kans^  to 
Petaiborvugh,  by  reason  of  the  beiaterottaness  <tf  (he 
waraa  upon  Whittksaa  Mere,  oaoaed  thia  diteh  ta  be 
first  made,  but-this  teatimaiiy  doe*  not  reoaocile  itaaU* 
with  an  eccturettoe  mentioaed  three  Bcore  years  bdwe, 
which  ia  that  <tf  kii^  Edgar  ■coarfJnwiBa;  Co  tlte  nfiafrr  of 
PeteiboTOH^  the  fourth  part  of  Whitlksea  Men>  with 
all  the  wateiiB,  fiiliings,  Sui.  thqsete  bdoogisf^,  boaading 
it  to  the  north  side,  where  the  Hwe  Iiode  -enten  £lan 
the  river  Nene,  eastward  to  King's  Delph.* 

*  Dngdale,  pige  ys. 
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Bevill'B  Leam  fixna  Whittlesea  Mere  to  Gnyhim, 
about  eixteea  miles  in  length,  was  made  by  Francis, 
«arl  of  Bedford,  in  or  aboat  1634.  Thi^  rirer  was  forty 
Aet  wide.  Vennnyden's  Drain  leads  from  Wbitdesea  to 
Ramsey,  and  is  sixteen  feet  wide.  Wbittlesea  Dyke  be- 
gins a  little  above  Horsey  bridge  and  runs  through  the 
town  of  Whiulesea  into  the  Nene  bdow  Benwiek. 

CHAITEIUS, 

Called  in  domesday  book  Cetrii  and  Cateriz,  is  a 
popnlona  town,  twdre  niles  ftom  £ly.  Alweaa,*  aister 
<^  £dno^us,  first  ahbot  af  Ramsey,  niece  to  king  Edgar, 
iHtaUiahed  at  this  ^ace  a  convent  of  Benedictine  monks, 
onder  the  gOTemment  of  an  abbess.  In  the  r«gn  of 
Henry  I.,  the  nunnery  was  annexed,  at  the  instance  of 
Harvey,  first  bi^cp  of  Ely,  to  the  diiuch  of  Ely,  which 
iBeiag  nppressed  in  1661,  the  abbey  estate,  with  the 
nototY  and  advowson  of  the  vicarage,  was  granted  to 
Edward,  lord  Clinton:  throu^  hin  it  passed  into  many 
Jiands,  antil  what  rctnained  of  tfce  original  grant  was 
|Mirchased  by  Robert  Fawcet,  esq.  a  sohcitw  of  London, 
iriko  occasioBally  resided  in  tlie  abbey  house,  and  in  1 77% 
gave  the  presentatiat  of  the  vicarage  to  die  Rev.  W^ 
Hdden,  A.M.  of  Cambridge,  and  at  his  death  bequeathed 
his  ri^t  in  the  estate  to  Hr.  John  Seymcnir,  who  sold 
the  advowson,  and  left  the  remaining  prot>erty,  conmsting 
of  the  manor  of  Chatteris  Nuns,  to  his  son,  and  througk 
faun,  to  his  grandson,  the  Rev.  T.  C.  W.  SeynHmr.  The 
^dvowson  of  the  vicarage  was  afterwards  purchasad  by 

*  ChateriM,  at  Cbcatoiuh,  U  not  lar  ftom  Ely  wtt*tWKd,  when 
Alw«H,ftinau,ftnd^annaMij^oBaMnMdginad,  mamftmei 
with  boM,  while  hw  huibwid  fimnded  Ruuej.    Camim,  pifs  111. 
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Robert  Cbatfield,  esq.  of  Croydon,  Suii^,  wbose-ioo^ 
the  Rer.  Robert  Chatadd,  LL.D.  is  the  preseat  patnn 
and  iDcnmbent.  The  rectwy  wu  sold  to  Charles  Chol- 
mondeley,  esq.  of  Kootsford,  in  Cheshire. 

The  Dtiimery  escaped  mia  is  the  getwtBl  derartation 
of  religious  bouses  in  1636,  and  was,  with  thirty  others, 
reprieved  for  two  years  only,  when,  in  1638,  it  was 
totally  suppressed.  .The  reason  ^bably  of  these  few 
b^ng  exempted  from  the  general  finte  for  this  term  might 
be  the  regularity  of  their  behaviour.*  Chatteris  has  no 
ancient  remains,  except  the  site  of  the  old  Bonnery, 
where  a  few  old  arches  and  buttrceses  shew,  amidst 
the  patched  and  modem  workmanship,  the  labour-  of 
remote  antiquity.  There  are  also,  aboat  a  mile  tnm. 
the  town,  the  vestiges  of  a  moat  and  walls,  which  fw- 
merly  belonged  to  one  of  the  manor  houses.  The  pariah 
was  formeriy  divided  by  a  river  called  the  Old  West 
Water,  which  ran  in  the  direction  from  Earith,t  thnu^ 
a  part  of  Somersham  pariah,  to  the  presoit  turnpike  called 
the  Ferry, .  and  then  on  the  west  side  of  Chatteris 
parish,  to  Benwick,  where  it  joined  a  part  of  theJfme; 
a  branch  from  it,  aocieotly  called  WimUii^tmi  I.eai&, 
(now  the  Tweoty-feet)  divided  the  parish  into- two 
unequal  parts,  running  through  a  part  of  the  town,  and 
after  proceeding  by  the  hard  lands  of  Doddington  and 
Wimblington,  fell  into  the  Nene  at  March.  What  re- 
mains of  the  Twenty-feet  is  now  carried  by  the  mills 
into  Vermnyden's  Drain.  This  river,  fonneily  called  the 
West  Water,  has,  since  drains  have  been  made  in  other 
directions,  now  become  dry  land.     At  a  place  called 
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Hvhf  or  Honey  Hill,  in  'Cbatteris,  frere  some  Bcliter- 
nneonB  Teomms  of  ancient  buildings,  supposed  to  he. 
those  of  a  chapel,  which  had  contained  the  bones  of 
Uuna,*  chaphun  of  Etheldreda,  the  foundress  of  the 
monaaterj  at  Ely.  According  to  tradition,  Huna  retired 
to  a  cdl  or  homitage,  which  was  aflerwaida  called  by 
his  aame,  where  he  died  and  was  bnried.f  The  body  of 
Hnna  was  afterwardii  translated  to  the  church  of 
lliomey.  The  chntch  of  Chatteris  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter,  and  the  town  continnes  to  this  day  to  commemorate 
tlnir  femurite  saint  by  an  annnal  feast,  on  the  annivei^ 
tary  of  tiie  20th  of  Jane.  Nigellns,  Inshop  of  Ely,  fixtm 
1133  to  1174,  first  appropriated  the  chorch  of  Clutteriii 
to  the  nuns  (^  Chattois,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  [»ior 
and  conrent  of  Ely,  and  in  pope  Nicholas'  taxation 
it  appears  the  nuuiery  had  considerable  property  in  the 
parnh.  The  church  was  endowed  and  built  by  the 
nana.  It  is  handsmne,  and  cooasts  of  a  square  tower  at 
the  west  end,  in  which  bang  five  bells,  on  it  a  sntoll  spire 
of  lead,  a  nave,  two  side  oialea,  and  south  porch  leaded, 
and  a  chancel  tiled :  it  was  valned  in<  the  king's  books 
at  £10.  In  the  church  are  serenl  marbles  to  the  memory 
of  the  &mily  of  Holman,  and  as  you  enter  the  chancel, 
liefl  a  bteck  marble,  with  this  inscription ;  "  Johannis 
"  Caryll,  umiger,  olmt  2d  die  Feb.  a.n.  1669,  at.  46." 
at  the  east  end  of  the  north  aisle  is  another  monument  to 
Richard  Porlett  Reade,  esq.  high  sheriff  of  Cambridge 

(  Ham;  him  ooatwu  ilMt  SM  KTei,  nd  fomaitjr  tmkmfti  to  tha 
rttij  of  &•■■•;,  and  «ftw  iu  diNdtttioii,  rauklaed  hi  tha  hwili  of  tks 
cittwn  ntil  36th  Hmtj  VIII.,  wbeD  he  putad  it  to  WiOim  tad  Joh> 
Sewatat,  mif.  ia  h*,  wUch,  bj  Unn  m 
MBe  tha  pcopar^  of  WitliMaOau  Owdiur,  aaq. 
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and  Hnntii^dm  in  1699,  and  who  died  in  1704.  "Rie 
shar  is  on  one  step.  Then  an  two  {dsces,  fatnwrijr 
used  for  bolj  water,  in  Uie  south  waU. 

Tbt  manor  )«nue,  an  anoient  nanaion  huyt  en  &e 
lite  of  the  abbey,  stands  in  tli«  centre  of  the  tews, 
widiin  the  walls  of  the  nonoery,  which  was  far  aone 
time  'oocopied  by  a  reapeotafake  femily  of  the  naae  of 
Hake.  Anotho-  manor,*  being  tihe  lai^st  u  to  its 
extent  of  jnriediction,  was,  after  the  diwalation  of  mo- 
nasteriee,  for  many  yeats  in  the  fiuooily  oi  Oaryl,  from 
whence  it  deeceoded  by  ftsnale  heirs  to  the  Wonleya  and 
Terrys.  It  is  now  the  property  of  William  J>onn 
Gardiner,  esq.  who  pmtbased  the  moiety  of  J.  C. 
Wonley,  esq.  He  manor  boose,  which  stood  within  « 
moated  eminence  at  a  plaee  called  Caryl's  Grave,  lias 
been  polled  down,  and  the  ofices  oonruted  into  • 
farm  boose. 

Chatteris  may  lie  with  many  places  of  greater  oelebrity 
in  the  nomber  of  vabiable  coins  and  other  remains  of 
antiquity,  wbidi  have  been  dug  np  in  the  precincts  of 
the  town. 

In  1757,  seTwal  hnman  skeletont,  and  the  eorioua 
armMif  a  BritiA  warriw,  an  iron  sword,  ^>ear  and  nmbo 
of  a  sbield,  with  an  earthen  um  and  gfaus  vase,  were  found 

*  Thoie  lailj  ara  nid  to  be  legilly  coniideTad  mtnon,  wfaidi  am  ba 
pm«d  «k  hn«  «aktBd  beftaa  tte  imihg  nt  (h«  MMM*  ■  Qok  Saptona,' 
iaOitimmALi*.  Has.  Thk tct wm  Mcaif«udl b;  tba gnM hMM- 
^on  af  pf  gty  abHt  AM  tiaa.  Bad  by  wkich  Dw  bm 


bmidi«d  Kici  bacame  >  pmmt,  «ri  Ml  ik  oaart. 
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imn,  in  a  kind  of  tnmnlaB,  between  the  feny  and 
SoBwraham,  in  fonning  the  present  road  to  the  feny, 
and  giren  to  Mr.  Fawcet,  the  lord  of  the  manor.* 

Some  labourers  a  few  years  ago  ■f  digging  for  graTol 
in  Chatteris,  at  a  place  called  Campole,  about  half  a 
nule  frtHn  the  church,  fonnd  at  the  depth  of  full  ten  feet 
from  the  surface,  part  of  the  skeleton  of  an  elephant,  in 
a  fossil  state,  the  most  perfect  part  waa  the  two  upper 
grinders,  these,  when  found,  were  fixed  in  the  jaw 
bones,  which  the  men  broke  to  come  at  the  teeth ;  a  short 
piece  of  tusk,  about  three  inches  long,  part  of  the  scnll, 
partofa  1^  bone,  abont  fonrteea  inches  long,  with  some 
fiagments  of  the  jaw  bone,  were  all  that  were  discovered ; 
one  of  the  grinders  weighed  five  ponnds  fourteen  ounces, 
^ere  were  found  in  the  same  place  some  pieces  of 
wood  quite  black  and  spongy;  various  have  been  the 
conjectures  as  to  i^t  length  of  time  these  bones  have 
lain  here,  and  how  they  could  have  been  buried  onder 
M  great  a  depth  of  gravel. 

The  Romans  bnnight  elephants  with  their  arms  into 
England,  and  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Roman  armies 
overran  the  fenny  countries  long  before  the  third  century. 
The  bed  of  ^vel  under  which  these  bones  were  found 
must  have  grown  or  acciunnlated  to  that  thicknen  in 
the  nzteen  centuries,  which  have  since  elapsed,  so 

'  •  n*  tito  tf  ChiAMik  «iMMtBi7WH  pnlMHjAa  p«laoa«f  ft  ehl«r 
UM«((hBoy  Britow,  co>ii|aaw  to  wbkb  ww Ui  taab.  ItiwatdM* 
of  gtanllj  pmmd,  pottjr  Haefa  rientvd  tamnit  (be  tarry,  wd  wm  ;n>- 
lMMr*ftaHl7barr^pkoe,  fat  tlM*  wcnMM  IwAm  urtemdklh* 
k^  ipot.    Gartl*B«>'(  lbgenn€fir  176«,  pigs  119, 

trinuiv. 
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that  the  Romuui  may  hare  left  this  dead  caicaaa  wlwiv 
its  remainB  are  now  found.* 

In  1824,  an  earthen  ressel,  vhich  coatained  about 
one  thousand  small  copper  ctMos,  chiefly  of  Cautantins, 
many  of  Constans  and  Conatantice,  and  a  few  with  tb* 
older  Roman  emblem  of  RomnloB  and  Remns  ■welded 
by  the  wolf,  was  ploughed  up  near  the  feny,  two  milsa 
from  the  town,  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  riTer  or  Weat 
Water.  A  very  fine  specimen  of  an  elk's  hom  was  alao 
lately  dug  up  in  the  vicinity.  Between  Chatteris  and 
Ely,  certain  tumuli  are  to  be  seen,  it  has  been,  much 
disputed  for  what  these  barrows  were  constructed,  and 
who  were  the  makers  of  them.  The  nations  to  whom 
they  are  generally  attributed  are  the  British,  and  with  as 
n^ach  probability  we  might  add  the  Danish,  but  history 
is  silent  aa  to  the  particular  time  of  their  fiannation.  On 
digging  through  them,  bones  aiut  wood  both  burnt  to 
charcoal  have  been  found-t    There  are  three  remaining 


*  Mr.  JobnOlrdlastoMhMaManiMaiiiaof  utiqaiqr  inU*p( 
t  11m  Dui^  nd  Bbko  otfisai  did  a 
ccrttlalj  did,  and  the  Aritons  MughtluiT*  bomnrvd  du  cnitDm.fc)B  thcM^ 
■ltd  (hs  Boman-Brituh  might  alao.  Improreiiients  hBriag  been  leccatlj 
autde  is  the  eicidin  gnnmd  tt  N«wmuket.  aeii  the  enCreuchmant  called 
tb»  "  De*il't  Ditch,"  one  of  thoaa  aioainiaital  ntatlni,  dcBOBiaatad 
liiowi  OT  toMiili,  which  u*  anawaM  in  that  naigbliavrimad,  wm  m- 
■orad,  and  opoa  d«aiiB|  the  earth  to  the  centra  of  the  Munild,  a  iiaeonrj 
ynt  nida  of  an  nn  of  nde  conatraction  and  materiala,  crataiiiiag  aibea, 
togetbei  with  aome  beadi,  which  it  u  pieanmed  tbrmed  the  onianeati  of 
llta  paraon  V>  whoae  hoaooi  the  batnw  «w  dedicated.  Tlwie  w«n  alao 
Itaitdtwo  coiaa.  aappcead  tofca  Rmaa,  a«d*  CrifMat  of  »etfattkr 
•■{lerior  iMnnbctDie  to  the  vn,  Ijtng  pmiiafondy  at  the  deptt  rf  abot 
two  feet.  InaiMtherioalance,  »aM^d,riatr]ra(dainU>cth  aadtwaatf- 
fl*a  in  biaadth,  diawed  eridest  tnce*  of  ita  having  bee*  a  Itaaenl  pile  : 
the  whole  oftbe  earth  heiD|  qipanntly  diacoloand  wilk  li*.  aadocca- 
aiumPj  Jiiwiililiin  til  ill  remoril  pieceaof  dried charcoaL 
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in  Chatteris,  on  the  south  of  the  road  to  Ely,  in  ft 
triangular  form,  and  are  probably  a  memorial  of' some 
great  catastrophe,  of  vhich  we  have  no  record.  .That 
many  are  Baniah  is  highly  probable,  particularly  as 
these  barrows  are  seen  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge- 
shire, kc.  There  are  so  many  purposes  for  which 
theK'tumnli  might  have  been  raised,  and  so  many  uses 
to  vhich  they  might  be  applied,  that  we  have  no 
reason  to  ascribe  them  all  to  one  age  or  people.  Dr. 
Stukeley  speaks  of  having  observed  several  barrows'or 
tumuli,  which  he  supposes  to  have  been  the  work  of  the 
ancdmt  Britons  i  they  are  generally  of  very  considerable 
bulk,  much  too  large  for  Boman,  nor  had  any  thing 
Roman  been  discovered  in  opening  them.  About  a  cen- 
tury ago,  two  or  three  were  dug  quite  away  near  Boston, 
and  another  at  Frampton,  in  Lincolnshire,  to  make  bricks 
of,  or  to  mend  the  roads;  these  he  supposes  to  have  been 
thebufying  places  of  our  Cimbric  predecessors,  purposely 
tfirown  up ;  the  remains  of  their  chiefs  were  probably 
carried  thither,  whose  habitations  were  in  the  marshy 
grooBds,  and  who  chose  to  be  buried  upon  higher  grouhd 
than  where  they  lived.*  They  may  have  been  the  record 
of  some  battle,  or  night  have  served  as  beacons  for  fire,  as 
signal  stations  in  a  flat  country,  or  as  positions  for  troops. 
We  may  here  ren^ark,  that  both  from  Roman  historians, 
and  from  what  we  can  glean  from  the  Saxon  Chroaicles, 
the  isle  of  Ely,  of  which  Chatteris  was  an  entrance  from 
the  side  of  Huntingdonshire,  at  the  ferry,  where  the  West 


*  HwodoW*  MnDtiam  Out  Ihe—  h«iiowi  wera  T«ry  ftaqnant  ia  Scjthii^ 
•ad  givM  ■  coriooa  >cciiiut  at  tb«  boiul  of  tbeir  ancUnt  Uog*.  Tba»a 
moimd*  an  btcs  now  frequent  in  tbe  roota  between  tlu  uxmtiiee  occupied 
1>}  the  Don-Coiww.  ud  the  laiid;  tnek  wbkk  nietelM*  betiTMB  tlM  Deo, 
the  eBdant  Tuaia,  inA  the  Volpu 
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Water  wu  crowed,  long  famished  tn  wylum  ts  tke 
lontad  Britom,  the  Sbxodb,  and  their  dcMendutts,  &im 
the  ftiiy  of  the  Roman  arma,  the  depcedatiooa  of  tht 
Danes,  and  the  valotir  of  the  Normana. 

It  appeared  by  a  rarrey  made  under  the  incU«aie 
act,  which  paaaed  io  the  year  1809,  that  thia  paiiA 
ouitained  13,464a.  2x.  fip. 

By  the  popnlatioo  retanu  of  1821,  there  were  1004 
males,  and  1G79  femalea ;  total  3283. 

There  ia  no  endowed  echoed,  or  money  left  for  the 
purpose  of  education  of  the  poor;  but  within  these  d|^ 
yean  a  national  school  haa  been  built,  principally  through 
the  ben^cence  of  the  esteemed  vioar,  aided  by  ▼olmdary 
coDtiibniioDa.  It  ia  at  preaent  in  a  reiy  proapenHU 
atate,  affording  instmctum  to  thiM  hundred  cfaildreiu 

The  only  puUic  bene&ction  oouaiBta  of  certain  [uecM 
of  land,  which,  since  the  inclosnre  ao^  ore  let  at  tbent 
£70.  per  aimum,  which  sum  is  distiibnted  at  Easter 
erery  year  antoogst  the  poor  of  the  place.  The  origin'' 
deed  of  gift  being  lost,  an  application  was  made  to  the 
court  of  Chamceiy  a  few  years  aiooe,  when  an  appn^* 
priation  was  decreed,  and  eleren  tmstees  appointed  to 
manage  and  let  the  estate.  The  sanrirors  of  thia  nnmlKr 
of  truatoes  meet  aa  every  Raster  Monday,  and  ezaniiu 
the  accounts  of  the  receirer  or  officers,  and  pay  over  Uie 
balance  to  the  overseera  of  the  poor  for  the  purpose  above 
named.  A  court  leet  under  the  bishop  of  Rly  is  held 
on  St,  Matthew's  day,  when  the  constables  are  appointor 
and  nuisances  presented.     Several  acres  of  land  uc 
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tppnyirtact  fay  uunent  nrage  for  tin  pnrpoRir  «f  tUl 
court.  Tba  bn^op  appointa  tlie  steward,  aact  if  loid-  of 
the  manw  hen  called  Ely  Barton.* 

.  The  following  ticbtb  appear  on  record  ; 

A.D.  A.D. 

1632  Qeo^  Carta-.  1691  Tbomaa  Rawfing. 

1637  Geo^  Otway.  1791  WHliam  Torkingtoo. 

1«63  William  DeanOey.  1737  John  Muriel. 

1665  Ftautda  Ooktwell.  1749  Andrew  Layton. 

1666  William  Strong.  1772  William  HoldeD,A.H. 
1687  John  Salter.  1803  Robert  Chatfield,  LL.D. 

DODDINGTON, 

Itf  the  jleatkery  of  Ely,  and  abont  sixteen  mitea  from  tfteAce, 
is  a  pariih  of  Tery  great  extent.  Thin  is  the  mother 
cfaorch  to  Mareh,  Benwick,  and  Wimbliogton,  though 
mnch  inferior  to  the  chapel  of  March,  her  daughter,  in 
poitit  of  biuldiog  and  beauty.  The  church,  dedicated  to 
the  Ueased  Virgin  Mary,  is  neat  and  in  good  condition, 
with  a  tower,  on  which  is  placed  a  spire  of  stone,  and  in 
the  tower  fire  b^a.    It  has  a  nave,  with  two  side  aisles, 

■  The  campHer  il  mdabtad  to  th*  Rev.  Dr.  Chklield  fcr  laticli  nlotUt 
oAnmatioB  reipnctiDg  this  piiiih.  The  doctor  ia  w«U  koown  u  the  vithei 
«f  tin  Hiiloriul  View  of  Uindixtan,  ■  work  of  couiidenble  merit ;  he  !■ 
dM  BBOit  leelou  idTonU  ia  the  ctnie  of  the  Grseki,  ia  thrir  preient 


the  belialf  ^  tin  wurion  of  tbet  deeplj  iBjuad  ud  qImiil  lead,  •{•iart 
dieir  Tulhlen  enemiei :  bat  aboiTa  ell,  be  i*  emioeDt  m  b  puiih  (irieit,  in 
tllC  Autbful  di«ch«rge  of  Chriitiui  and  relatJTe  duliei.  irhow  cfaincter  may 
feeMmpriiedii]  a  few  worda.  aa  ■  maaof  ■oundTirlue  ud  humility,  witbta 
wlia  of  taleuu,  ml,  ud  cooaiataacy  of  coadiict,  at  all  timea  to  be  depoDded 
•■■  Thkia  no  paeegyric,  hut  a  tribale  of  reapact,  wliich  all  who  knowtke 
worthy  doctor  will  freely  ackDowIadge,  thaogh  the  compiler  leela  aannUa, 
«AflelhaMakaiUiili|htN«tik,  he  isTanni^tLaiJak  af  Inenriog  fata 
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Mkd  ft.  ohtaed  dmort  u  big  u  die  nave^  tiled,  lai 
iMndeomely  roofed  wiUi  wainacot,  snd  the  whok  chvaA 
and  chancel  well  and  neatly  pared  with  fraectmie.  -It  it 
« lectory,  valued  in  the  king's  book<  at  £22.  4m.  UK 
The  altar  stands  on  two  steps,  and  is  lailed  ronnd.  On 
«  grey  marble  slab  on  the  north  side,  within  the  laib,  b 
an  ioBcription  to  a  late  rector,  the  reverend  Philp 
Williams,  who  left  a  benefaction  of  £  SO.  to  bay  hooks 
for  the  poor  of  March.  Exactly  before  tfae-door,  and  en 
the  steps  in  the  middle  aisle,  liee  a  beastifbl  lAite 
marble  slab,  with  this  inscription : 


'*  En  lector !  hie  ad  pedes  tool  inter  pioa 

"  cineres  Dni  Sewsteri  Baronetti."*  - 

Over  the  north  door,  at  the  foot  of  the  atops,  half* 
the  achievement  of  Sir  Sewster.  In  the  middle  chsaeel 
is  a  black  marble  slab,  with  the  following  insciiptioa : 

"  Here  lies  the  body  of  Mr.  Tlionms  Waddingtss, 
"  who  departed  this  life  July  19th  1723,  «t62." ' 

Also  three  plain  maible  ilaba  to  tiie  mamory  of  Arc 
of  the  children  ct  the  reverend  Algernon  PeyUm,  (lie 
t  rector. 


There  are  stalls  lonod  the  chancel,  which  is  sepsitted 
from  the  nave  by  a  screen,  over .  which  are  the  ktng'i 
arma,  the  tan'  eommandnunts,  with  the  Lord's  imyo', 
and  creed.  In  1696,  Dr.  Clayton  vras  rated  fiir  hii 
parsonage  at  Doddington,  to  raise  one  Ught  hoiM| 
fumiahed.t 

■  See  EpiHTing  «f  Sir  Samtn  Peyton.  t  Coks'lUB- 
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■  John  NaboD,  tbtt  lustocian,  Trho' marked ^Afiee,  the 
daaghtar  of  Dr.  Algemoa  Peytoo,  msreetor  of 'this 
fwrish  in  1668.  The  rectory  Ui  remarkable,. «a  bttogone 
irf  the  richest  in  England.  The  paiiBh  ia  the  largest  in 
the  isle  and  county,  as  well  as  one  of  the  mitet  ext^sive 
.in  the  kingdom,  containii^  36,000  9ca»  of  rich  land, 
•object  to  tidie. 

The  presentatioa  of  this  Talaable  preferment  ia  in  the 
fpA  of  Sir  Henry  Peyton,  being  his  private  property. 
The  liring'  was  originally  vested  in  the  tashopriiA  of 
Ely,  bat  queen  Elizabeth,  by  the  act  before  mwitioned, 
passed  in  the  fint  year  of  h«r  rogn,*  took  the  same  into 
her  hands,  with  the  manor  of  Doddington,  upon'  the 
demise  of  the  then  bishop,  and  by  letters  patent,  in  the 
44th'yeBl'  of  her  reign,  (1601)  grahtied  the  manor, 
with  all  thi  rents,  SCc  the  little  and  great  park  in 
DoddingtAi,  all  eoirts  ieet,  franchises,  &c.  toge^er 
with  the  advowson  to  the  right  and  patronage  of  the 
duuoh-of  Doddington,  to  Sir  John  Peyton,  the  elder, 
knight,  governor  of  Jenef  and  Ouemsey,  and  Sir  John 
Pejrton,  the  younger,  knight,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  conaidefatiwt  of  £3000.  paid  by  them,  and  of  a  fee 
^um  rmt-of  £74.  6i.  Sd.  For  a  century  befi}te  this 
pwiod,  the  family  of  the  Peytons  appeared  to  have  been 
settled  at  Doddington  as  lessees -to  the  bishop  of  Ely. 
This  manor  has  a  court  Ieet  and  court  baron,  and  in 
1613,  the  l<»dB  of  the  manor  consented  to  an  amicable 
decree,  whereupon  the  fines,  whieh  had  been  befone  ac- 
customed to  be  arl»tiary,  were  made  certain,  and  bare 
to  continued  ever  «nc<. 
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The  nvertDd  doctor  Algernon  Peytoo,  the  son  cl  Sii 
John  Peytm,  the  yaonger,  wulordof  the  manor  in  IflM, 
and  alio  rector  of  the  pansh  for  twenty-six  yeara,  lince 
which  time  the  living  has  not  been  in  the  poMcarioa  of 
■ny  of  the  family  of  Peyton  nntil  it  waa  held  in  180£, 
fiir  the  [.result  incumbent,  by  his  ancle,  vho  is  unee 
dead.  The  present  incumbent,  the  reveread  Algernoa 
Peyton,  has  now  enjoyed  it  for  sixteett  years. 

The  presentation  to  this  living  was,  in  the  year  1760; 
■old  by  Sir  Thomas  Peyton,  who  had  no  issue,  tift  £  1000. 
to  the  reverend  doctor  Proby,  dean  of  Litchfield,  and 
brother  to  the  right  honoaiable  lord  Carysfint,  who  hdd 
it  for  fifty-five  years. 

Whilst  the  bishops  of  Ely  held  this  manor,  they  had  a 
■eat  or  palace  at  Doddtngton,  and  bishop  Bslsham  died 
there  in  1 286.  Bishop  Cos  and  bis  femily  aluo  re«ded 
here  in  the  latter  part  of  his  time,  about  1580.  The  last 
account  of  the  manor  house  was  in  1660,  in  which  year  it 
appears  that  colonel  John  Fisher,  of  Wisbech,  died  there ; 
but  it  has  been  altogether  ao  long  forsaken  by  the  family  of 
Peyton  as  a  residence,  that  it  is  not  now  even  rocollected 
at  what  period  the  seat  was  pulled  down.  A  clump  ef 
trees,  and  an  old  ma«t  of  considerable  extent,  mark  th9 
site,  and  what  remains  of  the  mansion  is  now  fitted  up 
BB  a  farm  hodse. 


The  following  rectors  are  on  racwd : 


A.D. 


1600  Samuel  Wright. 

1641  Algernon  Peyton,  D.D.  who  died  in  1667,  having  added 
much  to  the  conTenieoee  of  the  pttrsonage-houae. 
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A.D. 

1667  Jobn  Naboa,  LL.D. 

1685  Philip  Williams. 

1719  Vyner  SneU. 

1750  Baptist  Proby,  D.D. 

1805  The  Rer.  James  Dashwood. 

1811  The  Rev.  Algenun  Peyton,  M.A. 

Benefactions. 

Lionel  Waldea,  esq.  in  the  year  1719,  gare  £500.  in 
ntooey,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  free  school  at 
Doddit^tOD,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  for  the  education 
of  so  many  poor  children  as  his  trustees  should  think 
fit.  The  benefacti<Hi  remained  many  years  unappro- 
priated, 80  that  it  accumulated  to  £  1800.  3  per  cents., 
and  £500.  4  per  cents.  A  school  has  been  recently 
established,  a  school-house  built,  and  a  master  appointed, 
with  a  salary  of  £  40.  per  annum. 

Mr,  Thomas  Waddington,  in  1722,  gave  a  piece  of 
land,  then  valued  at  £2.  per  annum;  the  rent  to  be 
apidied  towards  the  instruction  of  the  poor  children  of 
Doddingttm. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Jobeon,  of  Wisbech,  gave  £  100.,  the  a.d. 
int«reet  thereof  to  be  employed  in  providing  religious  1816. 
bodu  for  the  poor. 

In  1821,  some  copper  coins  of  the  emperon  Decentiits 
and  Constantius  were  found  in  this  parish. 

The  population  of  Doddington  in  1821  was  339  males, 
337  females,  total  676;  Benwick,  264  males,  250  females, 
total  514 ;  making  together  1190.  In  1676,  the  popup 
lation  of  Doddington-cum-Benwick  was  813. 
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Is  a  lA^e  hamlet  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Doddington, 
containing  a  population  of  nearly  4000  inhabitaitta, 
Mtuate  eleven  mileB  from  Wisbech.  A  coosidaable 
inland  tiade  is  carried  <m  here  in  coals,  timbw,  and  com, 
by  means  of  the  riyer  Nene,  which  passes  Uvongh  the 
hamlet.  In  1671,  a  grant  was  made  by  king  Charles  11. 
to  Sir  Algernon  Peyton,  bart,  bis  heirs  and  auigns,  to 
bold  two  marts  or  fairs,  the  one  on  Monday,  befbic 
Whitsuntide,  .and  the  other  oo '  the  third  Tues^y  in 
October,  with  a  court. of  Pie  Powder;*  the  tolls  and 
profits  whereof  were  to  be  received  by  Sir  Algernon  and 
his  heira ;  and  also  a  market  on  every  Fhday.f 

The  manor,  which  now  forms  part  of  Sir  Henry  P^tim's 
estate,  was  given  to.  the  monks  at  Ely  by  Oswi,  and 
Leoflede,  danghter  of  Brithnod4 

Th^  church  or  chapel  is  a  noble  and  beautiful  Gothic 
structare,  with  a  grand  tower  at  the  west  end,  on  which 
is  a  lofty  and  fine  spire  of  stone,  with  five  bells ;  a 
spacious  nave  and  two  side  aisles,  the  south,  as  well  as 
north  porch,  leaded.  The  chapel  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Wendreda,  and  was  built  about  the  year   1343,  as  is 

*  Fie  Powdet  ii  >  conrt  incidsnt  to  fun  imd  martett,  to  be  held  ooly 
dnmg  ibe  tima  the  bir  a  kept,  to  utmioiiter  juilice  to  bnyen  inA  teHan, 
lOii  for  redrcii  of  duoiden  committed  in  (hem  :  »  called  becmuH  thaj  aro 
moat  uoal  in  nuBmer,  when  the  niiton  to  the  court  hare  iattj  feet,  aod 
hom  the  expedition  in  hearing  caaea  pioper  therennto,  before  tbe  dnat  goes 
off  the  feet  of  the  plaintiff  aod  defendant.     JaoA,'  Lav  Dittummij. 

t  Tbe  town  of  Wiibecb  aeenu  to  bare  eatertained  tome  jealooaj  of  thia 
grant  and  pnTilege,  aa  it  appeara  bj  tbe  Tccoid*  of  the  corporation,  that 
thej  directed  tbe  town-bailiff  to  take  certain  pmcaedinga  to  prerent  March 
being  made  »  market  town.  t  See  page  116. 
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»kewa  by  a  grant  of  indolgence,  Btill  preBerred  among 
the  archives  of  the  parish,  to  all  those  who  should  fr&- 
quent  this  chapel,  or  have  any  other  aftiira  relating  to 
tbo  same;  dated  at  Avignon,  August  14th  1343,  in  3d 
year  of  the  pontificate  of  pope  Clement  VI.  daring  the 
time  of  Simon  Montacute,  bishop  of  Ely.  The  chancel 
is  tiled,  and  seems  to  have  been  more  recently  added, 
not  being  of  equal  grandenr  with  the  rest  of  the  bnilding. 
At  the  east  end  of  the  north  aisle  is  a  neat  stone  turret 
for  a  bell.  Under  thie  battlements  on  both  sides  of  the 
church,  the  6int  work  in  the  freestone  represents 
vaiiOBs  grotesque  figures.  Beneath  the  beliiy  is  a  lai^ 
arch  to  walk  through.  Notwithstanding  so  fine  a  building, 
it  is  only  a  chapel,  as  before  obserred,  to  the  rectory  of 
Doddington,  about  four  miles  distant  from  it.  The  altar 
stands  on  an  elevation  of  three  steps,  tailed  round :  the 
altar-piece  is  handsomely  paintod,  gUt,  and  adorned, 
baring  festoons  of  fruit  and  fiowers,  with  urns  at  the 
top,  and .  in  front  the  ten  commandments,  the  Lord's 
ptByer,'and  the  creed.  In  the  chancel  are  serend  stonei 
and  marbles :  at  the  foot  of  the  steps  is  one  to  Mary 
Marshall,  who  died  in  1683 ;  a  handsome  slab  to  Ann, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Herrendoi,  esq.  of  Morcot,  in  the 
county  of  Rutland,  the  afiectionate  wife  of  Abraham 
Jobson,  who  died  27th  January  1790,  aged  62.*  Also 
another  to  W.  Walsham,  esq.  who  died  in  1732 ;  with 
several  others  to  the  same  family.  Also  a  muial  monu- 
ment to  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Shepheard,  and 
a  recent  one  to  Ann,  the  wife  of  Edmund  Barley,  who 
died  in  I82£. 

At  the  west  end  is  a  mural  monument  to  Thomas 
Harrison,  esq.  who  died  in  1699;  and  at  the  east  end 

*  Sha  WW  tlw  bt  wifi  of  Iha  Hot.  Di.  Jobwn,  aflonnnU  and  now 
viwi  of  WiiJtoch. 
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of  dw  noidi  «id«  u  oa  anoient  sUb,  on  wbieh  is  a  hnm 
tablet,  with  the  iuerlption,  "  Pny  for  the  poole  of  IKmcm 
"  PsTiie,  who  died  in  the  year  of  our  Loid  1601."  Alao 
aDother  to  Caiheriset  the  wife  of  Anthooy  Hannrd,  eaq. 
fibe  waa  aiater  to  Sir  Robert  SoathweU,  coiuuellar  to 
hii^  Heniy  VIII.,  and  died  in  1617.  Ako,  in  the  nave 
or  middle  aiale,  is  en  ancient  tombatone  to  WilhaB 
Diedemjui,  who  died  in  1603;  then  are  effigies  of  hanidf 
and  wife  tn  biaaa.  The  oauunental  part  of  the  roof  is 
aaid  -to  have  been  erected  by  him.* 

In  the  sonth  poroh  is  a  monwnent  to  the  memoiy  of 
Thomas  Shepheard,  esq. 

The  roof  ia  of  wood,  with  nomerooB  piojectiag  figorn 
of  ungets,  and  is  one  of  the  richest  specimens  of  the 
kind  in  Cambridgeshire. 

A  guild-hall,  dedicated  to  the  holy  trinity,  was  foi- 
meily  established  in  this  town,  which  fell  into  decay 
at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  religious  houses.  A 
bwlding  in  the  High  Street,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
rood,  has  from  time  immemorial  borne  the  name  of  the 
"  Guild-haU." 

In  1730,  when  the  roadf  was  making  from  Wisbech 
to  March,  two  nnis  were  found,  in  one  cf  which  wen 


*  IjtoD'a  Cunbridgeihire  mentioni  tlut  hil  naniB  ■ppeumfbiisd  bhw 
bjr  ffinti  OS  the  ovtwla  of  ths  mil  of  tlie  iuts,  which  leami  la  b«  u  xni''- 
u  loch  lettcn  ire  intinded  tar  "  St,  Wendrad*/'  to  whom  tha  chnicb  >• 


t  17f9-30,  Jmuuj  14th.  A  petition  of  the  gentlemen,  beehoMtn- 
menhenti,  ttadeunen,  and  other  iahibitanti  of  Wiibech  and  Much,  wtf 
pmented  to  the  home  of  coinmoni,  uttiag  forth,  that  th»  ancieBt  road 
between  A»  two  towna,  pnticiilnlj  between  Haich  Chain  and  Gofbiin. 
(whidtWM*  w^npotL  waBmact,tai  fewbidi  atoUirM  takea)  «* 
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boitei  tad  aihes,  and  in  the  othu,  ftbmt  thne  imidnd 
pioCM  of  silver  coin,  of  all  the  RuHan  emperan  from 
VMpasiaii  to  CoDBtsntiua,  both  incluaire,  no  two  pieces 
dike.  Alw,  a  few  yean  aince,  some  coins  of  Athrian 
wate  fonnd  in  a  field  of  Mr.  Richards' ;  and  iiu»e  re- 
««fitly,  in  digging  a  hole  for  a  gate-poet,  neariy  half  a 
peck  of  baae  silrer,  of  abont  the  time  of  Oallienas,  was 
foond  at  Stonea,  near  March. 

In  the  year  1792,  an  act  of  pariiamect  was  obtained 
for  inelosiog  the  open  eommona  of  this  hamlet.  The 
honse  of  reception  for  the  ^;ed  and  impotent  poor  haa 
a  handsome  exterior,  and  stands  in  an  airy  sitnatiui  en 
Ihe  south  aide  <tf  the  turnpike  road :  it  was  erected 
in  the  year  1833. 

On  the  front  of  that  part  of  tiie  White  Hart  inn,  in 
March,  which  fronts  the  river,  used  fbnneriy  to  be  sone 

^t(w»  dwgarooa  and  abHat  impuHbU,  occMioned  by  gnU  nonbata  of 
cattla  driTsn,  uid  Urge  qnutitin  of  praruuni  carrisd  that  way ;  and  tbat 
K  Bsarar  and  mncli  more  conunodiovi  road  might  be  made  between  Ike 
towni,  at  aamall  expenaa,  frem  Hanlt  comMU»  ta  Guffaim;  aDdtl»ttt* 
pt^iiaton  of  laoda  betvean  tboae  pUcM  wbm  cmaaBtiBg  to  diqwM  vt  • 
anfldant  part  theraof  fin  that  pnipoae,  Gw  jeaaonable  conaidenlioni,  bnt 
that  it  cosld  not  be  done  withant  the  aid  of  pailiament,  by  reaioa  of  tba 
latuicy  of  Joaapb  Dixon,  <aa  of  the  proprietora;  and  tfaenbre  tbey  pr^ed 
At  teare  to  bring  in  a  bill  Ait  aneting  a  tompika,  and  appointing  a  toO  fbf 
■a^iim  tb«  Mid  toad,  and  kaepiaf  it  in  lepair,  and  alao  all  tke  aarinnt  nai 
&nNigb  the  town  of  Btarcli,  and  Ibi  enabling  the  aaid  infwt  to  canToj  hb 
put  of  the  aaid  land*  (or  that  pnrpoae.  Jnmultif  (Aa  Hamt^  Ccmimm, 
«L  xzl.  page  400.    Cslo'  iSSS.  toI.  iii.  page  30. 

mv.  A  pctitioD  wa«  >bo  pToaeated  on  behalf  of  Hiebart  Flennea,  n 
latet,  by  Dama  Alice  3u  Baibe,  bii  goaidian,  aettiig  (brtb.  that  hn  waa 
adriacd  that  cattain  claoaei  in  tba  intended  bill  ware  likely  to  lake  awaj 
bia  right  (o  an  asdent  toll  paid  tor  a  way,  by  penniiaion,  o*cr  the  manor  of 
VTalderaea,  tha  petitioBar'a  eitate,  and  tbe  aana  waa  oidaTad  to  be  heaid 
I^CMauek    Jawaab^tunxHta^OMMwiH. 
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■qnai*  bridui'of  gnat  mtiqmty,  od  which  irare  impaatai 
the  foUowing  letten:  "  HEWOAHN'ARld.fiTOV 
"  OJJ  ;"  which  fint  nuke  oot  a  penoo's  name,  m. 
Hew  Gahur,  snd  the  ethen  wen  pTob«bly  initi*!  lettan 
•f  his  childnti'i  Christian  nanet.  Then  were  abo  other 
dericM,  Tii.  a  oonoet  aad  a  ihield.  This  is  leportfld  to 
ha<r«  bem  the  fiisthome  that  era  wae  boilt  in  March. 

A  handsome  avenne,  coosistiiig  of  double  rows  of  eini 
tnes,  with  a  beaatifal  graTtUcd  foot-walk,  leads  ftom 
the  town  to  the  chnrch,  which  is  neailj  half-  a  mile 
distant  frdm  the  bridge  and  market-^ilaee,  and  in  one 
pert  of  this  walk  etaads  a  stone  cross,  the  time  of  die 
OSction  ef  which  is  not  known,  thon|^  it  is  enppoeed 
to  hare  been  built  abont  the  period  of-  Henry  VI. 

I  The  fain  are  held  on  Monday  befon  Whit-Sonday, 
va  Whit-Monday,  and  27th  October. 

By  the  population  returns  in  1621,  the  number  of 
of  inhabitants  was  1924  males,  and  1926  females, 
making  together  3850. 

In  this  town  are  several  valuable  charities,  four  of 
which  ere  very  important,  and  known  by  the  names 
of  Neale's  Charity,  Wade's,  Ouild-hall,  and  Frill's. 
Neale's  charity  consbta  of  thirty-three  acres  and  a  half 
of  adrenturers*  land  in  White  Fen,  the  rents  whereof 
woe  directed  to  be  applied  to  provide  a  Bcboolmsster, 
and  wa«  given  fw  such  purpose  in  the  year  1606. 
Henry  Wade,  in  the  year  1713,  gave  the  residue  df  his 
estate  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  with  an  annual  snm  to  be 
paid  to  a  schoolmaster,  and  for  putting  oot  diildreo 
apprentices,  and  buying  heifers  for  poor  honsekeepMs* 
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Tke  gufliUiall  -ettate  oonaisUd  of  .a  menrnage,  with  a  . 
yud,  called  the  Gaild-hall;  and  Fringe's  estate  of  twelve 
■em  of  paxture,  giren  in  the  year  1575,  for  the  benefit 
of  thepoor ;  uace  which  period,  Bereral  other  aUotmentB 
af  land  have  been  set  out  and  added  to  the  above  gifta, 
by  TUiiW'  of  the  act  referred  to  for  incloeiag  tim  open 
and  common  lands  in  March.  A  fev  yean  ago,  it  was 
thon^t  desiiable  to  apply  to  the  court  of  Chancery,  in 
Older  that  the  seToral  charities  might  be  regulated,  and 
proper  persons  appointed  to  act  as  tnisteea  for'  the 
management  of  the  said  charitjes  and  eetatea  thereto 
belonging;  whereupon  a  bill  wasfled,  and  on  4th  March 
1826,  the  master  made  his  report  as  foUows:  That.be 
fitond  that  the  rents  of  the  estates,  excluBive  of  the 
messuage  called  the  guild-hall,  amounted  in  the  whole  to 
£458.  12i.  per  annum  viz. 

£.    I. 

Neale'a  Charity   60    0 

Wade's     301  12 

GuUd-hell  estate 87    0 

Fringe's    20    0 

£46S  13 


And  it  was  accordingly,  by  soch  report,  directed  that 
the  above  rents  should  be  applied  foe  the  pnrpoees  of 
the  respective  charitiee,  according  to  the  several  tmsta ; 
that  the  four  charities  should  be  consolidated,  and  tlw 
estates  be  held  on  one  plan,  and  vested  in  fifteen  trustees, 
and  what  jednced  by  death  to  seven,  eight  others  to 
be  Appointed :  that  the  trustees  should  meet  annoally 
tm  .the  first  Monday  in  Jannary,  and  that  they  should 
be  anthoriud  to  take  down  that. part  of  the  gniU-hall 
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iMMBBge  «eaapad'  ai  a,  wtKUwwe,  sad  to  i«baiid  on 
the  site  thereof  a  nitabte  bwUiBg  for  the  edveation  of 
200  boys  and  IdO  girh,  on  the  ijstem  of  the  twtkMHd 
sehoela  oa  Dr.  Beli'a  plan,  for  the  neidenee  of  a  Huutcr 
and  a  matron,  the  ezpcme  of  which  was  estimated  a* 
£  1200. ;  and  that  the  retnaimng  part  of-  the  said  me»- 
soage  should  be  used  as  a  TOtry  or  pi^die  meetBig  rosm 
for  the  parish ;  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  estate* 
sbould  be  let  by  the  year,  or  oq  loases  for  seno  years, 
tot.  the  most  money. ' 

The  tniatess  of  the  charities,  with  the  leefeor  and 
chmchwatdens,  are  to  elect  a  •eho(teiaster,  to  teaek  the 
Lsitin  and  English  tongnes  tmd  arithmetie,  and  likewise 
the  schocdmiatress  and  usher :  no  curate  of  Doddiogtoft 
to  be  elected  either  as  schoolmaBter  or  asatstant.  life 
salaries  of  the  schoolmaster  and  usher  together  not  to 
exceed  £  140.  per  annum,  viz.  £  100.  for  the  general 
schooling,  and  £40.  for  the  lAtin  schoolmaster. 

That  the  trustees  should  every  year  bind  out  two  or 
more  poor  children,  bom  in  March,  as  apprentices  to 
trade,  to  be  selected  frcsn  the  school,  and  pay  such 
premium  as  the  trustees  sbould  think  proper,  not  ex- 
ceeding £  60.  per  annum. 

TbtA  tiiey  shoold  pay  yeaily  to  two  poor  dftciyed 
hewtkoepam,-  setded  inhaUtants  of  March,  not  reonmng 
parodualrdief,j£10.  ayear  each  durii^thnrliTet.   - 

Also,  after  providing  f^  those  objects,  and  fin*  tiie 
repair^  expenses,  ovtgtringe,  end  'coating;eti(neB,  they 
should-  pi^  die  surplus  of  the  said  rents  and  pnftta 
juuHially,  in.  bt^ingheiftn  or  yvoqg  cmn,  to  be  di»- 
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tnbatfld  Oa.  Easter-Monday  to  ud  amwigat  rach  poor 
boiudeepen  of  Maich,  not  receiTiiig  or  hftving  receiTed 
parocbi&l  relief,  if  any  such,  who  had  the  meana  of 
kee^Hiig  a  cow>  could  be  found ;  but  if  no  such  to  be 
found,  then  in  buying  and  diatribnting  in  like  meniur, 
to  and  amoBgat  such  poor  hoaaekeepav  as  aforesaid, 
pigs,  or  some  other  useful  articles,  fit  for  their  sitnatioa 
and  circumstances,  so  as  to  approach  as  nearly  as  possible 
to  the  founder's  inteutioa.  The  following  perwma  were 
appoiotad  trustees: 

The  Rev.  Algernon  Peyton,  and  the  rectw  of  Dod- 

dington  for  the  time  being. 
llMunas  Orton,  esq. 
Nathan  Qiay. 
Hardy  Johoaon,  "i 
John  PoDA  \   Churchtoardensjor  the  time  being. 

Charles  Culladge. 

Johnscm  Barley. 

Robert  Vawser. 

John  Batdifiew 

John  Gray. 

RdMrt  Hutchinson  Lewin,  esq. 

George  BalL 

William  Pratt. 

Joseph  Jackson. 

Tlumias  Gnnmda. 

Part  c^  the  building  called  the  gaild-ball  was  hne- 
tofore  used  by  the  parish  as  a  house  for  the  poor,  until 
it  became  so  dilapidated,  as  to  ituia  it  almost  mt- 
wht^eaome  for  their  reception,  which  induced  the  paiiah- 
inurs  to  consider  of  erecting  a  new  wnrkhonse  in  another 
utuation.    After  Tarioiu  diacniwHHM,  it  was  at  lei^tb 
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detennined  to  piudiMe  a  portimt  cf  Iftnd,  xaA  to  eiMt 
a  woikhonse  thereon,  and  it  waa  agreed  thftt  •fsmof 
£3000,*hoDld  be  advuiced  out  «f  the  mlw  for  mhA 
purpose.  Application  wm  made  to  Sir  Ueiir;  Peytoa, 
who  coDBeoted  to  accommodate  the  parish  with  eeveotoea 
acres  of  land  in  an  airy,  dry  flituation,  near  to  the  t«ini, 
upon  the  centre  of  which  the  present  hnodsopK 
buildit^  was  erected  in  the  year  1823.  It  ia  rejMc 
with  every  convenience  -  for  -  an  establishment  of  Hat 
nature;  a  governor  ia  appointed,  who  has  apartments 
'  in  the  house,  and  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  land. 
That  part  which  immediately  adjoins  the  honae  U 
converted  into  garden  ground,  for  supplying  the  in- 
mates with  vegetables ;  the  remaining  part  is  pasture 
and  arable,  being  managed  according  to  the  judgment 
and  disCTetion  of  the  governor,  who  sets  the  poor  to 
work  in  the  cultivation  of  the  whole  of  it,  and  Am 
keeps  them  fully  employed.  The  govonor  receives  the 
prodace  of  the  land  to  his  own  use,  and  is  aDowed 
Is.  6d.  each  per  head  per  week  for  supplying  the  inmalo 
with  food  and  necessaries ;  the  present  nnmber  is  thirty- 
five.  Much  sickness  formerly  prevailed  amongsit  the  poor 
in  the  old  confined  house,. but  now,  by  the  advantage 
of  an  airy  situation,  the  poor  are  clean,  ctMiiAttabk, 
and  healthy.  The  effect  on  the  rates  in  this  short  penod 
is  found  to  have  been  very  beneficial,  for,  notwitbetandiag 
the  increasing  population,  the  rates  ere  considenUy're- 
duced  already,  and  a  farther  redaction  is  expected-  A 
portion  of  the  principal  of  the  £3000.  borrowed  is  annoally 
diaclMtrged.  The  building  itself  is  an  ornament  to  tk 
town,  and'  tbe  establishment  altt^thn  is  so  w«U  regu- 
lated, that  the  {dan  may  be  recommended  for  adopbw 
in  other  parishes,  as  calculated  to  affixd .  great  :baiefit, 
not  only  in  diminishing  the  nunbcr  of  the  po(K>  l'"^ 
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keeping  those  healthy  who  hecome  itB  inmates,  by  in- 
calcaUng  habits  of  industry,  for  it  is  the  goTemor's  duty 
and  policy  to  keep  them  fully  employed,  as  a  great  portion 
of  his  advantage  ia  derived  from  the  proper  cultivation  of 
the  lands.  Mr.  John  Todd  and  his  wife  (who  formerly 
kept  the  Griffin  inn)  have  at  this  time  the  management  of 
this  estahliabment :  they  give  every  Batisfaction  to  the 
parish,  by  their  judicious  arrangements ;  and  the  neatness 
and  cleanliness  in  which  the  house  is  kept  reflect  upon 
them  great  credit. 

The  boUding  upon  the  guild-hall  estate,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  a  public  room  for  general  meetings  of  ths 
inhabitants,  and  for  the  schools  fw  boys  and  girls,  (as 
mentioned  in  the  decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery)  has 
been  this  year  erected,  which,  being  situated  in  the  High 
Street,  has  added,  further  to  the  OTnament  of  the  town. 
A  foot  pavement  of  Yorkshire  stone,  lately  laid  down  in 
the  principal  street,  baa  afibrded  an  additional  oonv^ 
nience  to  the  inhabitants.  A  general  spirit  of  improve- 
ment seems  at  this  time  to  pervade  the  whole  population, 
which  is  principally  to  be  attributed  to  the  activity  and 
perseverance  of  Thomas  Orton,  esq.  a  resident  gentleman 
and  magistrate,  who,  whilst  ready  himself  to  promote 
any  measure  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  his  townsmen, 
at  the  same  time  acknowledges  and  duly  appreciates  the 
assistCnce  and  co-operation  he  receives  from  them,  in  the 
furtherance  of  those  nseful  pnblic  improvemoits.  Many 
who  Tint  March  observe  with  regret  a  wide  sewer  called 
the  Hythe,  on  the  north  side  of  the  High  Street,  and  are 
surprised  that  it  has  been  allowed  to  have  continued  so 
long  open  and  exposed,  but  at  this  very  period  a  plan  is 
in  contemplation  to  aich  the  skboa  over  wiUi  brick;  but 
2f 
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u  the  wlxde  line  cannot  at  once  be  effected,  it  U  intended 
to  execute  it  by  d^;rees,  which,  when  accompliehed, 
besidee  the  reowyal  of  a  dengerotu  object,  will  no  doubt 
add  to  the  salabrity  and  health  of  the  inhalMtants. 

Besides  the  noble  chanties  before  referred  to,  there  an 
several  of  a  smaller  deaci^>tuNa,  aa  recorded  oa  fraioes 
•gainat  the  church  pillais. 

A.D.       Mr.  Leonard  Cbehsk,  by  wiU,  gave  £5.  to  be  paid 
1635.  by  the  churchwardens  to  the  best  use  of  the  itaid  poor. 

1674.  Mr.  TuoHAB  Cowakd,  by  will,  gave  six  acns  of 
arable  land  ia  Oldfield,  in  Elm,  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseen  ^  March,  who  are,  out  of  the.ffodoce,  to  boy 
thirty  yards  of  woollen  cloth,  at  2(.  a  yard,  to  make  ten 
coats,  and  three  chakLrona  of  ooals,  to  be  by  them  givea 
to  the  poor  every  SL  Thomas'  day.  He  gave  the  like 
gift  to  the  poor  of  Ehn,  on  condition  that  if  eithq- 
■patiah  officefs  ^oald  fail  in  the  due  disposal  of  iat 
charities,  the  other  parish  abou^  have  both  giils. 

1675.  Mr.  BsAucHAH  Wauham  gave  three  roods  of  land 
ib  Westfield,  in  March,  to  tmstees,  the  rents  of  which 
•re  to  be  distiibnted  twioe  a  year  amongst  their  meat 
pious  and  needy  poor. 

Mr.  Thomas  Walsham,  by  will,  gave  a  rent  cluf^ 
of  jCS.  a  year,  iasning  o«t  of  tldf^  acres  of  Undlyingia 
Moitbvood  Side  Fan,  one  moiety  of  which  is  to  be  paid 
to  tke  paiaon  or  curate  of  March,  to  preach  a  aenuv 
.yearly  on  St.  Tfaomas'  day ;  the  other  mdety  is  to  be 
given  to  the  po«  in  bread  upon  the  same  day. 

Mr.  JoHH  Walspah  gave  a  rent  charge  of  £4.  lOi. 
a  year,  out  ot  seventeen  acres  of  hnd  called  Cow-fea^  ia 
Jtb»  ptrUb  of  M«rdi.  to  the  cliuxchward«D%  wb^  vp 
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evoy  year  to  buy  fimr  hcgfers,  and  give  them  to  ftnir 
poor  men  of  tbe  nid  town  everj  Easter-Tneaday ;  and  if 
the  BBid  rent  charge  be  not  paid,  die  chtucbwaideuB  may 
enter  npon  the  nid  land,  and  enjoy  the  Bame  nsa  for  ever. 

Mr.  Rykold  Walshah,  by  will,  ^ve  £6.,  tbe  in- 
tflreat  of  which  is  appointed  to  be  distributed  amcRigst 
the  poor  on  every  Easterrday. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Walsham,  by  will,  gave  ^£10.,  tbe  m- 
t«reBt  to  be  paid  to  twelve  poor  widows  on  every  St. 
John's  day. 

Mr.  Jambs  Sheppard  gave  three  acres  called  Fen*  a,d. 
house  Close,  to  tbe  chnrcfawardens,  for  keeping  at  school  1684. 
three  or  more  poor  children. 

Mr.  Stephen- Shefpabd,  by  will,  gave  £10.>  the 
interest  of  whiah  is  to  be  ginn  to  the  poor  upon  ei^ry 
St.  Stefdien's  day. 

Him.  Elizaiitb  Sbepbars,  by  will,  gave  £6.,  the 
interest  of  which  is  to  be  distribnt«l  to  ten  poor  widows 
uptm  every  new  year's  day. 

Hr.  Thomas  Sheppard,  by  will,  gave  £  10.,  the 
interest  of  whieh  is  to  be  given  to  the  poor  upon  every 
new  year's  day.  ^ 

The  Rev.  Philip  Williams,  rectv  of  Doddtngtcm,  1685. 
gave  £50.  to  buy  land ;  the  rent  is  appointed  yeariy  to 
be  laid  ont  in  bocdcs,  and  the  ourate  of  March  and  the 
chnrchwardens  are  to  distribute  the  same  to  the  poor 
of  M«i«h  within  the  week  of  Easter. 

Mr.  MichablWtldbose  gave  £1A  totheebnreh-  1737. 
waidfliu  of  March,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  distributed 
to  forty  poor  people  of  the  said  town,  in  bread,  upon 
every  St.  Michael's  day. 

Mr.  Habtim  Pibbbqn,  bachelor  of  mune,  by  will, 

gave  £100.  tor  the  pofduss  of  lands,  the  rent  itf  which 
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i*  to  be  distrflrated  by  the  oveneen  of  March,  to  ei^t, 
niiM,  ten,  eleren,  or  twelve  poor  peiBona  of  the  same 
parish,  in  twopenny  loaves  of  good  wheaten  bnsd,  upon 
every  Sunday  for  ever;  which  donatifHi  pnrchaaed  a, 
paicel  of  ground  called  Fenhoose  Close,  in  March. 

Mr.  JoHK  Nbalb,  by  will,  gave  £5.,  the  interest  of 

which  is  to  be  given  to  the  poor  upon  every  new  year's 

day. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Jobion,  vicar  of  Wisbwb,  gave  jeiOO., 

L  the  interest  to  be  employed  in  providing  religbna  book& 

for  the  pow. 

WIMBLINGTON 

Is  another  eonuderable  hamlet  in  the  pariah  of  Dod- 
dington,  and  has  a  chapel  depending  thereon.  A  atJiool 
was  founded  here  in  the  year  1714,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Eaton,  for  the  education  of  forty  childrai  in  reading, 
vrritiag,  and  arithmetic ;  it  was  endowed  with  lands  of 
considerable  value.  Borne  litigaticHi  tooh  place,  which 
caused  an  appUcation  to  the  court  of  Chancery,  who 
have  lately  appropriated  the  rents,  and  settled  a  scheme 
for  the  future  r^nlation  of  the  school.  A  dwelling- 
house  has  been  built  for  the  master,  and  an  appointment 
faaa  been  made  by  the  trustees.  The  funds  are  moie 
than  £60.  per  annum.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Jobson  also 
lately  gave  £  100.  to  this  hamlet^  fii  which  he  was  for- 
merly curate,  to  provide  books,  anch  as  testaments, 
&G.,  for  the  use  of  the  poor.  The  nnnnery  at  Cfaat- 
tena  had  formerly  lands  in  this  hamlet. 

In  the  return  of  population  made  in  the  year  I83I, 
there  were  433  males  and  426  females,  in  all  869. 
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Has  a  chapel  also  depeodingon  Doddington.  At  thia 
place,  that  branch  of  the  Onse,  formerly  called  the  Weet 
Water,  which  ran  in  a  northerly  direction  from  Earitb, 
met  a  part  of  the  Neoe,*  and  descended  from  hence, 
by  Great  Cross  or  Plant  Water,  to  the  north  seas  at 
Wisbech,  Trhilst  that  outfall  was  perfectf  In  the  civil 
wars  in  the  time  of  Stephen,  the  men  of  Ely  called  to 
their  assistance  the  earl  of  Essex,  whom  the  empress 
Maud  had  won  over  to  her  party,  who  laid  waste  the 
lands  and  population  of  such  as  were  attached  to  the 
king's  interest,  and  having  spoiled  Ramsey  abbey,  the 
earl  placed  a  garrison  at  Benwick,  where  was  a  passage 
mto  the  isle  of  Ely4 

In  34lh  Edward  I.  (1305)  it  was  presented,  that  the 
men  of  Benwick  had  destroyed  a  certain  pUce  in  King's 
Delph,  of  the  alders  and  rushes  called  Hertyn^es,  con- 
taining a  mile  in  length  and  breadth.^ 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Jobson,  vicar  of  Wisbech,  gave  also 
£100.  to  this  hamlet,  the  interest  to  be  employed  in  pro- 
viding religions  books  for  the  poor.  In  1821,  there  were 
264  males  and  260  females,  making  in  all  514,  according 
to  the  then  returns  of  population. 

MAIfEA 

Is  a  small  hamlet  in  the  middle  level,  not  far  distant 
from  Doddington,  thott^  lying  in  the  hundred  of  North 
Witchford.    A  square  mound  of  earth  stands  in  about  the 

*  Sw  p«|«  It.        f  DB|dila,  p.  394.        t  hjuM't  Brit.  Ctaib.  fUfO  9. 
i  Dngdale,  p«f*  SW- 
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middle  of  the  village,  but  there  is  no  tradition  for  what 
pnrpose  it  waa  raised,  or  any  informatioa  to  be  traced 
of  it«  origin.  About  this  spot  his  majesty  king  Charles  T. 
had  Bome  Beriona  intention  of  building  an  osinent  town, 
and  to  have  called  it  Chariemoat.*  His  majeaty  is  aaad 
to  have  drawn  the  design  himaelf,  intendii^  to  have 
made  a  navigable  stream  thence  to  the  river  OHse.  It 
has  a  chapel  oi  ease  appendant  to  Ooveney,  where  the 
clergyman  reeides.  About  the  year  1753,  certain  pieces 
of  land  becoming  forfeited,  the  aame  irere  re-giantad  by 
the  lord  of  the  manw,  at  a  court  there  held,  to  H^t 
trostees,  who  are  empowered  to  apply  the  rents  for  the 
use  of  the  poor ;  and  the  rents  of  a  house  and  <^  certain 
other  lands  are  directed  to  be  paid  in  support  of  a  sdRxd'- 
master,  to  instruct  poor  children  of  the  haiolet  in  reading. 
It  consists  of  667  inhabitants,  viz.  342  males  and  315 
females. 

WELCU'S-DAM 

I  s  an  extra-parochial  place,  conedsting  of  a  few  straggling 
.houses,  at  the  extremity  of  the  Forty-feet  or  Vemuyden'a 
Drun,  where  it  empties  itself  into  the  Old  Bedford  rivflr. 
It  has  its  own  overseer,  and  in  the  populatioB  returns 
of  1821,  there  appear  to  have  beea  166  inhabitants, 
viz.  87  males  and  69  females. 

This  closes  the  account  of  Uie  villages  in  the  isle  of 
Ely,  circumjacent  to  the  ancient  town  of  Wisbech,  and 
and  we  may  remark  that  they  are,  for  the  most  part, 
well  built.  The  pale  brick  and  tile,  maaafactBred  in 
these  parts,  give  a  very  neat  appearance  to  the  hoasei. 
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«tid  the  leed  thatches  of  the  bams  unA  cottages  an 
wum  end  durable.  Moat  of  the  ehnnhes  are  handsome, 
whose  tall  Btee{>les  are  vinble  at  a  great  distance,  and 
though  the  country  cannot  boast  of  rnral  beauty,  there 
is  aa  air  of  neatness  and  of  greater  comfort  than  are 
usually  to  be  seen  in  many  other  agrieultoial  districts. 
The  prosperity  of  a  country  is  not  altogether  displayed 
in  its  fine  arts,  its  literature,  or  its  aecompli^iments : 
these,  indeed,  are  the  consequences  of  its  prosperity, 
but  its  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  poorer  classes 
being  in  a  flourishing  conditiou,  and  able  to  earn 
such  a  onapetency  as  shall  not  only  meet  their  jn^sent 
wants,  but  enable  them  to  lay  up  a  litUe  share  of  thnr 
eamiags  i^aiaat  old  t^  and  accidoits :  the  great  thing 
is  to  make  die  peasantry  feel  as  th^r  bthers  hare  done, — 
that  the  twead  purehased  by  thmr  own  earnings  is  much 
sweet<r  than  any  that  can  be  given  them. 

It  was  observed  in  the  early  part  of  this  woric,  that 
the  town  <^  Wirtteeh  is  situated  at  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  county,*  <m  which  side  it  borders  upmi  Norfolk, 
and  the  canal  running  on  the  north-east  side  divides 
Wisbech  from  the  parish  of  Walsoken,  which  lies  in  the 
latta  county.  The  .ereetioo  of  a  bridge  over  the  canal 
has  rmdered  an  easy  cwnrnnnication  from  thence  with 
Wiabeob,  aad  has  led  t*  the  building  of  net  leas  than 
one  faundred  booses,  so  immediately  «dj<Hning  as  to  con- 
■adtnte  a  sort  of  suburb  to  the  town ;  we  shall  therefore 
<Miclude  onr  aceooitt  of  the  vicinity  of  Wisbech  with  a 
ooDcise  descfiptiwi  of  Walsokea,  and  a  few  towns 
adjoining  m   'SvitaOu     These  aeighbeoring  towna  lie 
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in  that  patt  caUed  the  country  of  MwiUaiid,  whicli  con- 
tains thirty  thousand  acres  <^  land,  and  is  iioanded  on 
the  east  by  the  rivei  Quae,  on  the  west  by  the  Mene,  on. 
the  muth  by  the  sea  banka,  and  on  the  south  1^  the 
county  of  Cambridge.  Here  are  situated  those  tracts 
of  comuKW  lands  called  Marabland  smeeth,  and  Maisli- 
land  fen,  (about  eight  thousand  acres)  in  the  several 
parishes  or  townships  of  Walsolcen,  Emneth,  befiM« 
mentioned,  and  of  West  Walton,  Walpole  St.  Peter, 
and  Walpole  St.  Andrew,  Teniogtim  £t.  Clement  and 
Teirington  St.  John,  together  with  Tilney  All  Sainta, 
Tilney  Su  Lawrence,  Islington,  and  Clenchwarton ;  for 
the  diaiDiiig,  improving,  and  inclosing  whereof,  an  act  of 
parliament  was  obtaiaed  in  the  year  1796.  It  has  been 
before  remarked,  that  the  Saxons  wcare  inrited  to  settle 
io  these  part«  fron^  the  fertility  of  the  soil,*  which 
character  it  still  sustains.  The  towns  in  Manhland 
have  generally  Saxons  names,  and  the  lords  oX  many  of 
those  towns  were  accounted  for  with  their  fees  and 
tenures,  as  held  both  in  .the  time  of  king  Edwatd  the 
Confessor,  and  in  that  of  the  Conqueror.  We  shall  ctmtr 
mencewith 

WALSOKEN. 

In  this  parish  was  a  manor  called  Marshes,  from  the 
fanuly  of  DeMorisco,  who  held  lands  of  the  see  of  Ely, 
and  which  was  some  times  called  Ely  manor.  This 
lordship  afterwards  came  to  the  Colviles ;  but  the  princi- 
pal manor  of  Walsoken  is  called  by  the  name  of  Popoiboe, 
and  was  given  to  the  abbey  of  Ramsey,  by  Ailwin,  duke 
of  the  East  Angle8,'t-  and  was  confinned  to  that  house 

'  SMpttVr.  t  Ptikjiu,  paga  IM. 


Digit  zed  by  Google 


WALSOKEN.  e 

by  king  Edgar.  On  Uw  disMlation  of  the  abb^,  it 
cMine  to  the  crown,  aod  wbb  afterwarda  granted  by  king 
Henry  VIII.,  in  his  36th  year,  (1644)  by  the  name  of 
Popadwe,  alias  Walsoken  numor,  witii  the  adrowson  of 
the  rectory,  to  Sir  Thomas  Wriothesley  and  Sir  Richard 
Soutbwdl,  (the  latter  of  whom  was  one  of  Uie  king's 
visitors  of  the  abbeys,  Sic.)  nho  conveyed  the  same  to 
Thomas  Bairow,  esq.  and  the  estate  passed  by  divers 
conTeyances  through  the  hands  of  Everard  Bnckworth, 
of  Wisbech,  and  Thomas  Ozbu^h,  trustees  for  Sir 
Thomas  Hewar,  of  Emneth,  to  John  Colvile,  esq.  who 
sold  it  to  John  Creed,  esq.  of  Onndle,  where  it  remained 
until  1762,  when  it  came  to  the  present  worthy  pro- 
prietor, William  Walcot,  esq.  There  are  also  two  other 
small  manors.  The  church  is  a  handsome  edifice,  dedi- 
cated to  All  Saints,  and  has  a  nave,  and  north  and  sondi 
aisles,  with  a  chancel  covered  with  lead.  At  the  west 
end  is  a  handsome  ornamented  tower,  with  a  spire  of 
freestone.  The  nave  of  the  church  is  divided  from  the 
aisles  by  seven  handsome  semi-circular  Saxon  arches  oa 
each  nde,  ornamented  with  the  cheveroo.  Over  the 
pillars  is  the  like  number  of  windows,  with  emblems  of 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Judah  underneath.  The  roof  is 
supported  by  carved  work,  decorated  with  figures  of 
angels  placed  in  the  niches.  A  very  beautiful  and 
elegant  pointed  Saxon  arch  separatee  the  nave  from  the 
chancel,  which  is  about  forty  feet  in  length,  over  which 
are  the  royal  arma.  The  aisles  exteid  the  whole  length 
<af  the  church,  to  the  extremity  of  the  chaQcel,  thou^ 
separated  by  a  screen  on  each  side,  where  the  arch, 
difidii^  the  chanoel  from  the  nave,  commences ;  and  as 
there  were  formerly  several  guilds  in  the  church,  it  is 
not  iip^bable  but  the  chapels  or  chantries  were  held 
within  these  divisions.    One  of  such  guilds  was  called 
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Uie  Asramptioa  of  oor  Imdj,  onoAer  Saint  llicaMSrAe 
martyr ;  also  othon  dedicatod  to  the  Nstirity  of  oor 
Lady,  di«  Nativi^  of  Saiat  Jaba,  and  of  the  TVini^ 
At  the  east  «nd  i^  Uia  north  aiale,  withia  this  dinaiimr 
waa  the  chapel  of  oar  Ladj ;  a  slab  to  the  nutnocy  .of 
William  Honytar*  who  Iqr  hia  will  deairea  to  be  baried 
by  his  brathren  in  the  chapel  of  our  Ijtdy,  aacertaina  die 
bet,  by  his  intcnaoent  in  this  spot.  There  are  two  other 
Twy  ancient  monoments  on  the  floor  of  this  cbapd,  ok 
one  was  "  Orate  p  aia  Thome  Honyter  qui  obiit  1  m» 
"  Apt  1605 ;"  the  other,  "  Orate  p  aia  Tho  Mey  at 
"  Katerine  Uzw  sue  ;"*  another  stone  is  fixed  against 
the  wall  in  the  ahape  of  a  coffin,  within  an  arch,  which. 
aeems  formeily  to  have  been  a  door  way,  opening  into 
the  chnrch  yaid,  it  ia  inscribed  to  Frsncea,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Hunston,  who  died  in  16B6,t  and  in  the  wall 
oppoeite  i«  a  large  lecess,  probidily  iiaed  far  holy  water. 
This  part  of  the  north  aisle,  not  bnng  at  prca«it  requJnd 
for  the  BceommodatioD  of  the  panahioners  in  their  atteoct- 
Mice  on  divine  service,  is  now  aaed  by  the  chnrchwardem 
Bi  a  friace  for  laying  ap  any  heavy  arttelea  bdenging  to 
the  church,  and  in  depouting  co^  be.  At  the  eaat 
end  of  the  south  aisle,  within  the  screen,  are  two  rained 
monnmental  tombs,  one  to  the  memory  of  John  OUmaa 
and  his  wife ;  he  died  in  1733,  and  ahe  in  1727  ;  the 
other  is  to  Edward  Wignall,  who  died  in  1763;  with 
three  monumental  stones  om  the  Aoor,  to  the  meaiarj  of 
the  family  of  Edwards,  of  itbata  Thonaa  died  in  1^9, 
William  in  1682,  and  Stephen  in  1709;]:  end  at  tfaeeaat 
end  of  the  chapel  is  a  table  of  gifts  to  tfae  poor,  adjoimag 
to  which  is  the  vestry,  separated  thomfnau  by  a  wafl. 

■  Pukfu.  t  SeemonmnentiijWubecliGhaicli,  piga tSS. 
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The  ttro  tide  aisles  at  the  east  end  are  divided  from  the 
chancel  by  two  elegant  Sax(»  aichea  oa  each  side,  umilar 
to  those  in  the  drtb  of  the  ehnrch,  ornamented  with  the 


la  the  chancel,  over  the  conunoiuoa  table,  is  the 
decalo^e,  with  the  creed  and  Lmxl's  prayer,  and  in  the 
centre  is  a  painting  of  Moses  holding  a  wand;  wiUoo  the 
raits  is  a  moral  moanment  with  the  foUowing  inscriptieii  i 
"  Near  this  place  lye  interred  the  bodies  of  John  Hering, 
"  M.A.,  thirty-six  years  rector  of  this  pariah,  aged  7&, 
"  buried  2d  June  1717,  and  of  Martha,  hia  wife,  dangh* 
"  ter  of  Thomas  Potts,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Gregory's, 
'' Londtm,  aged  44,  buried  3d  Jannary  1704. 

"  This  monument  is  erected  in  gratcAil  memory  ti  hie 
"  excellent  pamts,  by  their  <mly  siui,  'nwtnas,  lord 
«  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  1750."* 

Without  the  rails  of  die  chancel,  on  the  pavement,  ia  a 
slab  to  the  memory  of  Dorothy  Wright,  who  died  in  1691 , 
«nd  whose  deughter  married  John  TweUs,  eaq.f  who  died 
in  1691.  Also  of  John  Wakefield,  who  died  in  1777; 
beside*  which  lue  foor  other  slabe,  so  defaced  as  to  set 
any  decypheiiog  at  defiancet 

In  the  north  aisle  is  a  mural  monument  to  Ann,  wife 
of  Henry  PerTonr4  who  died  in  1692.  In  the  middle  aisle 
are  aereral  anoient  shbs,  having  fbnoerly  bad  Im«8S 
efigiee,  now  cbarobed,  and  the  msoriptioos  oblitomted. 
Hon  recent  ones  recwd  the  memory  of  Peter  Wensley, 
son  of  Robert  Wensley,  clerk,  who  died  in  1711 ;  and 
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another  of  Thomaa,  aon  of  Edwud  Sontbwen,  who  died 
in  1692,  and  intermgiriecl  with  a  Wensley ;  another  to 
Elinor  Jnett,  who  died  in  1715,  and  James  Welch,  m 
1766.  Id  the  south  aislo  is  interred  Elizabeth,  daa^ter 
of  William  Scales,  who  died  in  1694;  likewise  Esther 
and  Wilhau  Pratt.  The  font  is  eurioasly  ornamented 
with  imagery  work  of  many  sainta,  oar  Saviour's  passioa, 
and  the  seren  sacraments  of  the  chnich  of  Rome; 
round  the  foot  of  it,  "  Remember  the  soul  of  S.  Hwiyter, 
"  and  Ma^aret,  his  wife,  and  John  Beforth  Chaplin,"* 
Against  the  wall  of  the  steeple,  within-aide,  is  the  effigy 
of  king  Solomon,  sitting  on  a  chair  or  throne,  in  royal 
robes,  projecting  from  the  wall,  and  on  each  aide  of  bim 
a  large  piece  of  painting,  representing  the  history  and 
j[udgment  of  that  king  on  the  two  harlots,  and  und^^ 
neaUi,  that  of  king  Darid  with  his  harp.  A  gallery  for 
■ingen  has  also  been  u«cted  at  the  west  end. 

In  the  church  yard  is  a  handsome  monumrattal  stooe* 
on  the  south  side,  to  tbe  nemory  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Thomaa  Sheepshanks,  M.A.-t-  and  last  surririn^ 
daughter  of  John  and  Jndith  Qarland ;  she  died  in  child* 
bed  20di  April  1782,  leaving  an  only  daughter.^  That 
are  other  grave  stones  to  the  mesnOTy  of  the  Wensleys, 
and  one  to  Thomas,  son  of  Edward  Southwell,  grandaoB 
to  Robert  Wensley,  who  died  in  1692. 

A  stone  cross  also  stands  on  the  south  aide  c^  the 
church  yard,  having  three  steps.  It  vras  not  unusual 
formeriy  to  set  up  crossea  in  places  where  bodies  were 
buried. 

•  Foikjni.  i  Sm  p»g8  3T0. 

}  Nowth«irileorTlMaM  WiUuUieiq.of  Biiig«te*dHoiiH,ThnpiUtt» 
Nomumptouhira.; 
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There  was  formerly  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  the  Holy 
Trioity,  standiog  at  a  place  called  the  Staythe,  at  Stave 
Dyke,  in  which  was  a  guild,  with  a  castos  or  master. 
Sereral  of  the  popes  granted  to  the  brothen  and  ustera 
of  this  fraternity,  and  to  all  who  were  benefactors  to  it, 
surprising  indulgences.  On  3d  October  1491,  as  indul- 
gence of  forty  days  was  granted  to  the  beUevers  of  the 
hospital  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Walsoken,  which  was 
again  renewed  in  the  following  year.  On  its  dissolution, 
king  Edward  VI.  granted  it  to  Mary,  duchess  of  Rich- 
mond and  Somerset.  Soon  after  this,  Robert  Balam  * 
held  it,  from  whom  it  came  to  Charles  Balam,  who  died 
seized  of  it  in  1591,  leaving  Robert,  his  son  and  iuat, 
aged  twelve.  The  site  of  this  chapel  is  well  known, 
lying  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  an  eastern  direction 
from  the  church,  near  what  is  called  the  Qnll. 

There  is  no  endowed  school  in  the  parish.  Bene- 
fections  have  been  from  time  to  time  left  in  land  and. 
Kooey,  to  the  amount  of  £  40.  or  £  60.  per  annum,  the 
lenta  and  interest  whereof  are  distributed  in  money 
amongat  such  of  the  poor  as  receive  no  parochial  relief, 
and  who  live  in  dwellings  under  the  value  of  £  10.  per 
annum. 

In  1811,  the  populatimt  was  840,  which  of  courw 
rapidly  increased  by  the  erectifai  of  more  than  one  hundred 

hniioM.  BB  hofnrv  mrnifinnivl .  in  that  nart  ailinininfp  tn  tha 
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The  Rev.  HunadiiLe  Alington  u  tho  pratent  netor 
,  c^  the  cfaonh,  who,  by  virtua  of  an  agnenwDt  with  his' 
1    pvuhionen,  receivta  a  clear  annval  ■nm  of  £  600.  and 

]  the  parish  an  bound  to  proridB  a  CDtate  for  the  da« 

\  pcrfonoanee  ot  diTine  wor^p. 

Rectors  since  1700. 

John  Heiriofr,   father  of  Dr.   Thomaa>   Archbtakop  of 
A.D.       Canttfbary, 
1717  Edward  Oqw> 
1733  Paul  Bachelor, 
1742  JohnFoatw,  I).D. 
17S8  Mannadoke  Alington,  AM. 

WEST  WALTON, 

So  oained  from  the  wall  or  mound  which  was  to  ddend 
it  fiom  the  tidee>  &e.,  and  called  Wert  in  respect  to 
another  Walton  in  the  fauwlred  lyin^  eait  of  it :  it  ia 
in  Hsnihland,  about  three  miles  distant  from  Wtabedl. 
A  Sui«i  thane  of  great  poBsessioas  was  lord  of  it  in  th« 
CoBfessor'a  time.  At  the  aurvey  it  had  seven  salt  woAb.* 
The  prior  of  Lewes  held  a  manor  here,  which  took  in  gceat 
part  of  Walsoken,  Walpole,  Tenington,  8ic. ;  this,  on 
the  diasokition,  was  granted  t»  Thomas  Howard,  duke  of 
Norfolk,  together  with  the  madisly  of  the  chnrch  bdoo^ 
iog  to  the  said  priory,  bat  was  afierweids  fmJeited  to  the 
crown,  on  the  attainder  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk.  In 
10th  king  James  L  this  IcHdship,  with  that  of  Walaokea 

"  Certain  Tents  of  Mlt  naed  twretafcr*  to  be  paid  b;  divan  ptnMU  wb* 
IwU  Itndi  ot  the  loidi  oT  the  mwim  hen,  md  it  atj  be  ahaoned  that 
iev  towni  in  thii  hundred,  l;iiig  neir  to  the  Odm,  &c.  weia  without  Mlt 
pita,  01  Mlt  wotka,  it  the  conqneat,  w  irril  h  itUtt    Sae  alas  p«|a  0. 
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«nd  Walpole,  ma  comeyed  to  John  Uare,  esq.,  brother 
of  Sir  Nicholaii  Hare ;  which  John  Hare  had  a  son,  Hugh 
Hare,  created  lord  Coleraine,  in  Ireland,  in  1625;  Hugh 
Hare,  the  first  lord  Celeraine,  was  a  great  florist,  and  much 
in  favour  with  king  Charles  I.,  who  created  him  an  Irish 
baron  when  he  was  only  nineteen  years  of  age.  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars,  he  attended  on  his 
majesty,  supplied  him  with  several  sums  of  money, 
and  gave  up  his  seat  at  Longford,  in  Wiltshire,  for  a 
Toytl  garrison,  which  was  afterwards  taken  and  plundered 
by  the  rebels. 

On  the  restoraUon,  as  a  reward  for  his  faithful  services, 
he  had  an  offer  of  an  English  peerage,  which  be  refuted. 
H«iuy,  hiB  eldest  son,  and  second  lord  Coleraine,  was  an 
eminoit  antiquary  and  medallist  H»iry  Haie,  the  third 
and  last  baron  of  Coleraine,  of  that  name  and  family, 
descended  from  John,  younger  brother  of  Sir  Nicholas. 
His  Uadship  mairied  in  1717  Anne,  only  daughta*  (£ 
Joba  Hanger,  esq.  some  time  governor  of  the  bank  of 
England;  her  fortune  was  nearly £100,000.  She  sur- 
vived her  lord  five  years,  dying  in  1754.  This  marriage 
was  not  attended  with  the  felicity  expected :  within  three 
years  after  it  took  pkce,  her  ladyship  thought  proper 
"  utteily  to  forsake  her  lord's  bed  and  house,"  nor  could 
his  repeated  soUcitations  for  twenty  years,  and  offers  of 
the  most  ample  fo^venees,  induce  her  to  return.  Hc^ 
tbuefoM,  in  1740,  GciniMd  a  moat  acAemn  engagement*  and 

*  Tb*  bUoiriaf  cvioot  larm  of  di*OKe,  if  it  waaj  h»  m  called,  it  ex- 
tnctad  boH  tbe  wiD  of  lud  Colaniac  1 

"  And  whenw,  it  bM  been  nj  ht^tj  iJiction,  that  Anna,  Udjr  Colt- 
nuwi  whom  1  nnrried  with  n  affsctioDate  and  apiiiht  hnrt.  did  in  tka 
tbiiA  JMT  of  om  nuriiga,  tbniit  Ocfobar  ITIO,  withont  toj  jut  caoM  w 
imTCotioibjrBM  pT«n,bntwitlithaencoangaMiitafHUili,B 
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conaexion  with  Miai  Rose  Daplauis,  daughter  of  ■ 
French  clergyman,  by  whom  he  had  a  daughter,  Hemietta 
Rose  Peregrina,  who  was  married  in  1763  to  James 
Townshend,  esq.  alderman  of  Bidhopsgate  ward,  Lond^. 
His  lordahip  died  at  Bath  in  1749;  Mrs.  Townehead,  hia 
daughter,  died  in  1786,  and  the  alderman,  her  hosbaod, 
in  1787,  when  the  estates  devdved  to  their  only  wm. 


■nil  efil-ilispOKi]  pf  noDi,  io  Tiolition  of  li«r  lolemD  catmant,  tbmke  mj 
btd  ud  bouitc :  And  whereai.  fmrn  thencefbmtd  nnto  ibe  yen  1740, 1 
did,  by  letMra  ud  neaugei,  and  M  londiy  limea,  Kdidt  mj  Mid  wife  u 
TetHm  to  her  domeidc  dutiei,  accoiding  to  (ha  aolemn  eiiga|Bawat  m»i» 
betwem  ui  at  oar  marriage,  which  oa  tay  part  I  waa  a* er  di^ioaed  to  keep 
■ad  pcrfaim,  and  for  that  ead,  had  tor  ao  many  f«an  denied  sayteV  all  the 
comfiirti  of  a  roamed  life,  thaagh  reiy  agreeable  to  my  temper  and  eoniti- 
tutioii  -,  *nd  in  my  OTertnrea  1  agreed  to  caaeel  ril  paat  ofiocM,  aad  leeeife 
aad  eDtaitain  aad  aupport  bet  in  a  prapai  aad  ample  meaim,  accoidin(  to 
my  fortune ;  aad  laitly,  about  the  heginniDK  of  April  1740,  I  employed 
Jamei  WeiC,  eiq.  of  Lincola'a  Inn,  (wbo  teemed  to  think  her  not  aTone  to 
B  reconciliilioa)  to  offer  the  like  aniple  and  honourable  terma  to  her,  the 
iiid  Anne,  lady  Coleraine,  in  order  to  pmall  on  her  (if  not  deteiminad  ta 
penitt  in  a  conatant  vWatioB  oit  her  mBniage  tow)  to  cmm  asd  lira  wi4 
me,  EOrem  my  family,  and  partake  in  tha  enjoyment  of  my  income  ;  and  ta 
thia  I  wai  not  led  by  the  lucre  of  that  ample  proTiaion  her  &tbeT  bad  left 
ber,  nor  deterred  trxaa  it  by  the  obrioua  apprehenuona  of  the  erila  or  in- 
canTenience*  that  might  follow,  on  taking  Uto  my  boaom  a  peran  who  had 
fiir  ao  many  yean  encoaragnd  and  hahitaated  heraelf  to  a  moat  obatiaala 
and  undeierrcd  hatred  aod  contempt  for  me.  But  when  the  aaid  Jame* 
Weil  (m  I  haTe  it  under  hi*  own  bud)  tent  to  aik  leare  to  oSiir  vn^ 
tenna  of  reconciliation  from  me,  aha  returned  him  ward,  that  the  had  M 
aaiwer  to  gi*e  to  tach  propoMli.  All  which  pmcoedlnga  of  the  aaid  lady 
Coleraine  being  weU  known  and  Bataraly  WMghed  toand  by  Hoae  Dafleai^ 
■{unater,  lud  myaelf,  we  two  did  <m  the  f  £>th  of  April  in  the  year  lait  maa- 
mentioned,  in  the  preaence  of  God,  enter  into  a  aolanui  mntaal  engagement 
to  talie  each  other  for  hnaband  and  wife,  asd  to  perfbrm  to  each  other  the 
poutiie  and  nlatiTe  datiea  of  that  relation :  in  conaequence  whereof,  ahi^ 
the  aaid  Roae,  whom  I  e*te«m  u  my  only  true  and  nrtnoua  wiJb,  Irou^ 
me  a  dai^bteron  the  llth  day  of  September,  whom  I  hare  naMwd  HMoietta 
Roaa  Peregrina."  Hit  loidihip  then  goaa  on  to  make  aDme  IkmDy  aetdt- 
menta,  &c. 
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Henry  Haie  Towosend,  esq.*  Hie  biihop  of  Ely  had 
fonnerly  a  manor  here,  which  contiuued  in  the  see  uptil 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth ;  it  th«i  came  to  the  crown, 
and  ia  now  held  by  Sir  William  U.  J.  B.  Folkes,  baronet, 
by  lease  from  the  crown.  The  Colvile  family  al»o 
oaee  held  a  manor  here,  formerly  Marshes'  or  De 
Marisco. 

The  family  of  Repps  also  had  anciently  a  manor  and 
lands  in  this  town,  called  Lovell's  manor.  Ralph  de 
Repps  lived  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror.  Thomas  de 
Repps  was  a  commissitmer  of  sewers  to  view  the  sea- 
walls, bridges,  and  cansewaye  along  the  sea  coast,  in 
2d  Edward  III.  (1327.)  And  in  6th  Charles  I.  (1629,) 
Henry  Repps,  esq.  died,  seized  of  a  capital  messuage 
and  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land,  of 
which  John  Repps,  esq.  was  possessed  about  1760,  who 
died,  leaving  three  daughters  his  co-heiresses.  Frances 
married  the  reverend  Mr.  Baldwin,  rector  of  Brand  Parva, 
Dorothy  married  George  Schultz,  esq.,  and  Virtue,  John 
Hayes,  esq.  The  estate  became,  by  purchase,  the 
fsaptxty  of  the  late  James  Bellamy,  esq.  of  Wisbech,  and 
now  belongs  to  his  representatives. 

The  church  of  West  Walton  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary. 
It  has  a  very  handsome  curious  freestone  tower,  standing 
south  of  tiie  choich,  a  few  yards  distant,f  in  which  are 
five  bells.    The  nave  and  south  aisle  are  covered  with 
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lead.  The  roof  ii  supported  by  six  piltan  on  each  side, 
dividing  the  the  nave  from  the  aisles,  over  each  of  which 
is  a  paiuted  emblem  of  ooe  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Isnad. 

On  the  north  side  <tf  the  chancel,  a  little  advanced  from 
the  pavement,  used  to  lie  the  figure  of  a  religious  person 
in  his  habit,  under  a  Uibemacle,  said  to  be  an  abbot. 
John  Wsce,  priest  of  West  Walton,  was  also  buried  in 
this  church  in  1636. 

The  chance],  having  lately  undergone  repvrs,  has  been 
ooDudenbly  sboitened,  so  that  the  wtcient  monument  of 
the  abbot  under  a  tabianaole  is  not  no«r  to  be  seen. 
There  is  a  marble  slab  on  the  pavement  to  the  memory 
of  Thomas  Fawssett,  of  Wisbech,  gentkmsn,  who  died 
18th  April  179S,  ct  66,  and  of  Alice  Catherine, 
his  wife,  who  died  30lh  March  1807. 'sat  73.*  In  the 
north  aisle,  at  the  east  end,  are  two  monumental  stones 
caised  to  the  memory  of  the  before  mentioned  &niily  of 
the  Keppa';  one  is  said  to  have  bad  the  date  of  1661,  and 
the  othec  1566,  but  the  inscriptioBB  are  much  defaced. 
In  the  nave  is  a  large  marble  stone,  which  has  been 
ornamented  with  a  rim  of  brass,  said  to  be  to  the 
memory  of  Bichord  Smith,  a  former  rector  in  1422. 
A  neat  mural  monument  has  been  recently  placed  at  the 
east  end  of  tiw  north  aisle,  to  the  memory  of  Hannah 
Norton  Wing,  the  late  wife  of  John  Wing,  es^.  of 
Wisbech,  who  died  19th  Auguat  1»2S,  eat  31.  "  leavii^ 
"  the  remembrance  of  her  virtues  for  a  lesson  to  fa« 
"  children."  There  is  a  small  ot^an  set  up  in  the  church 
by  the  present  wwthy  and  accomplished  rector,  and  a 
unging  gallery. 

*  The  fctlm  ud  Dothei  of  ujoi  fuowtt,  nenliaBBd  in  tau. 
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>  The  porch  to  the  fintrance  of  the  church  is  formed  of 
beautiful  stQOe  workmanship,  of  the  Saxon  order. 

On  a  tablet  affixed  ia  the  wall,  within  the  church,,  in 
the  north  aisle,  is  the  following  record  : 

"  To  the  immortal  praise  of  Qod  Almighty,  that  saveth 
"  his  people  in  adversity,  be  it  kept  in  perpetual  memory, 
"  that  on  the  Ist  day  of  November  1613,  the  sea  broke 
"  in  and  overflowed  all  Marshland,  to  the  great  danger  of 
"  men's  lives  and  loss  of  goods. 

"  On  the  3d  and  20th  days  of  March  1614,  this  country 
"  was  ovearflowed  with  the  fresh  vnXxt,  and  oa  the  12th 
"  and  I3th  days  of  September  1671,  all  Marshland  was 
"  again  overflowed  by  the  violence  of  the  sea." 

The  church  consists  of  twq  medieties,  one  in  the 
patronage  of  the  crown,  held  at  this  time  by  the  reverend 
William  Fawssett,  A.M.,  and  the  other  in  the  patronage 
.  of  Heniy  Hare  Townsend,  esq.,  which  is  held  by  the 
reverend  Atwill  Lake,  A.M.  son  of  the  late  Sir  AtwiU 
Lake,  baronet. 

,  The  bishop  of  Ely  had  a  grant  from  kmg  Henty  III.  of 
a  weekly  ma^et  here  on  Wednesday,  and  a  &ir  every 
year  on  the  day  and  day  after  the  Assamption  of  the 
blessed  Virgin,  (15th  and  16th  August.) 

Ben^aetiom, 

Hbb.  Dales,  of  Walton,  after  certain  bequests,  gave 
the  residue  of  her  property  to  trustees,  for  tite  purpose  of 
establishing  a  school  for  the  instmction  of  such  poor 
children  in  reading  and  writing,  as  her  trustees  should 
deem  incapable  of  paying  for  their  instruction.  Such 
2q2 
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lendiw  beii^  cmrerted  into  money,  was  iBTeBt«d  in 
the  public  fands,  and  purchased  £763.  16i.  ca[Mtal 
Btock,  in  the  three  per  cenL  consolidated  annuities, 
producing  at  this  time  a  neat  income  sf  £32, 12i.  2d. 
which  is  paid  to  the  master,  to  vhicb  the  late  SigLamund 
Trafford  Southwell,  esq.*  added  an  annual  donation  of 
five  guineas.  The  present  master  is  Mr.  George 
Shacklock. 

The  surriring  trustees  of  thii  charity  are 

The  Hon.  and  Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Kildare, 
Thomas  FawsHtt,  esq.  of  Townley  Castle,  Ram^ate, 
Mr.  Thomas  Bean,  of  Waltw, 
Mr.  William  Bean,  ditto, 
Mr.  Daniel  Aldham,  ditto, 
Mr.  John  Coker  Aldham,  ditto. 

When  the  trustees  are  ledoeed  to  three,  the  Burrivors 
are  to  electsuch  other  persons  as  shall  make  six  or  seven 
at  most. 

The  ohuichwardeas  and  overseen  receive  the  rents 
of  a  tenement  w  public  house  called  Walton  Feny  Hous^ 
and  two  acres  of  land  in  Gull  Drove  Field,  in  Waltoi^ 
abutting  upon  the  river  bank. 

Also  oght  acres  in  the  marsh,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river;  seven  acres  in  Eardale  Field ;  six  acres  in  Dixon 
Field  ;  three  acres  in  Ifewland  Field,  and  two  acres  and 
three  roods  in  the  same  field,  all  in  Waltoa ;  and  of 
ten  acres  and  two  roods  of  land  in  Walpole  St  Peter's, 
together  with  two  separate  annuities  of  £  I.  each.    The 
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rents  vriung  from  these  laat  mentioned  lands,  and 
atoountiiig  to  eums  T&rying  from  £60.  to  £60.  per  annnin, 
are  tegalarly  distributed  aboat  Christmas  time  to  the  most 
deserving  and  meritorious  poor.  Also  then  <are  nine 
almshoUBes  or  cottages  in  Walton,  inhabited  by  such 
poor  men,  as,  from  bodily  infirmities,  or  from  numerous 
families,  are  iaca{>able  ihemselTes  of  paying  rents  out  of 
their  own  earnings. 

WALPOLE  OB  WALLPOOLE  ST.  PETER'S* 

Takes  its  name  from  the  Roman  vallum  agunst  the 
sea,  to  vhich  it  is  contiguous,  and  is  situate  in  Norfolk, 
between  six  and  seven  miles  from  Wisbech. 

There  are  several  mounds  in  different  parts  of  the 
township,  which  were  probably  of  Roman  origin,'^-  and 
some  remains  of  a  Roman  aqueduct  were  discovered  about 
a  century  ago,  which  have  been  before  referred  to.]: 

All  the  mention  made  of  Walpde  in  Domesday  book 
is,  titat  John,  nephew  of  one  Waleran,  an  officer  under 
the  Conqueror,  held  lands  at  WaIpole,|  though  it  ap- 
pears that  tht  churoh  of  Ely  and  thfr  eari  Warren  held 
considerable  lordships  in  the  township  of  Walpole  at 
that  time. 

In  the  township  of  Walpole  there  were  formerly  eight 
manon.|     1.  Earl  of  Clare'a,  or  Lovell's  manor,  which 

■  The  amUoBB  of  tba  croH  kej*  and  enm  iwmda  an  ahnji  ]dac<d 
to|adNr  in  Oa  church,  w  that  it  ii  net  inpTOlMbk  it  wu  dadlcstod  (like 
WIAmA)  to  St.  P«IM  lud  St.  FuL 

t  Soa  pofs  SIB,  It  hu  ben  Mid  t^  tk*  Rmbuu  had  ■  Mation  heto 
■ir  Arir  nrili;  in  taatur,  which  wit  cbasgad  lot  Caatle  Acre  in  the 
wintar  Boatha. 

t  See  pap  11.  f  Vido  BloMeaeld.  |  See  page  bT6,  not*. 
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probably  descended  to  him  from  Joha,  the  nephew  of 
\  Waleran ;  it  was  a  Bmall  lordship.  There  is  still  the  site 
of  Clare's  house,*  at  Cross  Keys,  near  a  fann-house  in  the 
possession  of  'Mr.  Jump,  solicitor,  of  Wisbech,  and  i« 
called  a  decayed  and  reputed  manor.-f 

2.  Ely  manor :  this  was  giren  to  the  monastery  at 
Ely  by  Oswi,  the  father  of  Ailwin,  afterwards  bishop  of 
Elmham.|  When  Ely  became  an  episcopal  see,  the 
manor  was  attached  to  it  as  apart  of  its  reTenue.^  The 
bishop  of  Ely  had  the  patronage  of  St.  Peter's  qhurch, 
and  with  the  prior  of  Lewes,  held  here  a  weekly  market|| 
on  Thursday.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  1580,  this 
manor  and  patronage  of  the  church  came  to  the  crown.^ 

The  manor  of  Walpole  Eldred,  now  lord  Coleraine's, 
was  given  to  the  monastery  of  Ely,  and  with  the 
advowson  of  the  rectory,  belonged  to  the  bishop  of'  Ely 
until  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  obtained  both 
the  manor  and  rectory  of  the  bishop.**  The  maniur  was 
sold  by  king  James  to  Sir  John  Eldred,  and  was  pur- 
chased about  the  year  1720,  of  one  of  his  descendants, 
by  lord  Coleraine-tt 

3.  Marshe's  or  Colrile's  manor.  Sir  William  Marsh 
had  it  2d  Richard  I.  (1190)  and  it  afterwards  came 
by  maniage  to  Sir  Roger  Colvile,  about  a.d.  1300. 
Colvilc's  manor  is  near  the  Cross  Keys,  being  part  of  tt 
fann,  one  portion  of  which  is  in  possession  of  Mr. 
Allen,  and  the  other  of  Mr.  Jump.-  Steed  Oirdlestone, 
esq.  is  now  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Walpole  Cdvile.' 

■  In  tLe  Teniei,  thii  ii  uUed  "  Coipni  Cliriiti  HiU." 
t  Vide  Bloomfield.  t  See  pigs  116.  j  See  page  114. 

I  Tbe  >ila  where  .tliii  muket  wu  beld  q>pau«  to  be  in  Eut  Dipve, 
oppDute  tU  BUck  Hone  inn,     f  Seep.114.    ■•  lUd.    ttSeep.669. 
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4.  Walpole^  manor:   from  this  the  earls  of  Orford,      /. 
according  to  the  Nonnan  custom,  asaomed  the  name  of    / 
Wftlpole,  and  appear  to  have  been  very  -eati;  enfeofied    / 
of  lands  in  this  tawnsbip.    Ralph  de  Walpole  was  bishop 

of  Ely  in  27th  Edward  I.  (1298) ;  and  about  this  period 
the  family  removed  from  Walpofe  to  Houghton^  on  the 
marriage  of  Richard,  son  of  Reginald  dte  Walpole,  with 
Emma,  daughter  of  Walter,  son-of' WitH&mdeHareken,  ., 
orHougfaton.  In&th£d«TUd  11.(1312)  Henryde Walpole  ' 
appears  to  have  been  lord  both  of  Houghton  and 
Walpole.*  .    ■       ~-  ■ 

5.  Rochford's  manor.  The  family  de  Rochfbrd,  who 
took  their  name  from  a  town  in  Essex,  had  a  manor  here 
held  of  the  see  of  Ely.  Sir  Ralph,  son  of  Sir  Sayer  de 
Rochford,  who  married  the  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
Sii-  Jatoes  Walpole,  lived  at  Walpole  in  the  year  1350, 
he  Wtis  probably  a  large  contributor  towards  building  the 
chqrch  of  St.  Peter,  and  was  buried  in  that  church  a.d. 
1369.  These  manorial  lands  remained  in  the  Rochford 
family  until  about  A.  D.  1500,  when  they  became  vested  in 
the  see  of  Ely,  the  bishop  being  then  capital  lord,  and 
thus  remained  until  they  came  to  the  crown  in  the  reign 
of  ^izabeth. 


*  Little  mom  thin  conjsctur*  cm  now  be  oSered  rtipectiDg  the  lite  of 
the  ancient  residBiics  of  the  Walpole  bniUj.  The  moitod  ramiini  of  * 
bonis  fbiamlj  of  UDte  coniidcntion  are  (till  to  be  wen  in  a  Geld  beloDgiDg- 
to  the  late  H.  H>  Towoiend,  ecq.,  to  IIm  sorth-weet  of  the  home  aow 
ftp^'"  FaUum'i.  occnjucd  bj  Imel  Smith ;  theie  rsmaina  are  held  of 
Walpole  he.  The  Ikmily  "  de  Walpole"  doei  aot  appear  to  hare  lired  in 
Walpole  after  they  cams  into  posMisiau  of  Uoi^htoa ;  it  is  therefiue 
probable  that  this  might  hwrt  lieea  their  hsQ ;  end  when  Sir  Ralph  da 
Rochford  named  a  co-heinuoTSirJamei  Walpole,  ihi*  ball  came  into  the 
Rochfbidthmily,  and  the  site  is  to  this  day  taomb;  the  name  of  Rochbid, 
or,  M  it  ■■  now  convptad,  RicUted. 
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6.  Denrer's  nunor  or  aodvd'B  iLppemn  to  have  been 
B  diTision  of  Walpole'a  manor.  Hcniy  d«  Walpde  (who 
lived  ID  the  reign  of  Henry  III.)  dying  withont  iasne, 
his  manor  wu  divided  between  hia  two  aonta,  Isabel 
and  Alice  de  Walpole.  Alice  mairied  Walter  de 
Denver,  about  30th  Henry  III.  (1346.)  Walter  Oodard 
married  Catherine,  an  heiresa  of  Denver,  (1381)  6th 
Richard  II.,  and  held  the  manor  and  advowson  of 
Walpole  chapel,  and  preaoited  to  the  chnrch  a.d.  1395. 
He  probably  was  a  great  contributor  alao  to  the  building 
of  the  church,  the  arms  of  Denver  and  Godard  being 
on  the  south  porch.  In  1511,  Sir  James  Hobart  held 
this  manor  and  the  advowson  of  the  chantry  in  the  chapel 
of  St.  Catharine,  in  Walpole,  and  Sir  Walter  Hobart 
had  the  advowson  of  St.  Mary's  chapel  at  the  fen  end 
in  Walpole.  Aftegrwards  it  came  into  the  family  of  the 
HunstODS,*  and  Thomas  Hunaton  stdd  it  to  John  Hare, 
with  certain  mesauages,  lands,  Slc.  that  came  to  the 
Hunstons  from  the  GodardB,t  Walpobs  and  Rochftwds. 

7.  Prior  of  Lewes'  manor.  This  was  a  part  of  the 
prior's  capital  manor  of  West  Walton,  for  William,  eail 
Warren,  founder  of  the  priory  pf  Lewes,  in  Sutaez, 
in  the  time  of  William  the  Ckmqueror,  gave  the  manor 
of  West  Walton  to  that  convent.  The  prior  had  the 
advowson  of  the  church  of  St.  Andrew  in  Walpole, 
of  the  gift  of  Hamelin  Plantagenet,  earl  Warren,  with 

*  Henry  HoBiCon  ud  bii  bran  h«U  much  land  in  Wilp^  is  thi  Te%B 
of  EliubBth,  u  ■ppMn  &ob  Urrien  U  tlitt  tine.  He  wu  buried  in  the 
chmch  at  SL  Feler,  (ud  probBblj  Ured  in  the  rapttal  iiiii<«iii|[ii  to  tie 
■OQtlt'lreit  of  the  cbucb,  belonging  to  ^  Ute  H.  H,  Towawnd,  e*q.  (lUe 
Colenlng'i.) 

t  No  remaiiu  of  ■  rendence  of  the  Deoven  or  Godmb  ta  Wn^Mde  an 
vow  diacoTerd^  ;  there  ue  eerenl  fitlda  aow  held  of  Denret'*  he.  neei 
Kettle  Row  ind  die  Cuto  Dyke,  (now  Wldioch  tnnipike)  :  OieboasMii 
Kettle  Bow  ue  called  the  (Hd  A 
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R  weekly  muket  on  Thoraday,  &nd  a  &ir  on  the  feest  of 
St.  Petw,  and  for  two  days  more,  in  common  with  the 
bishop  of  Ely.  At  the  dissolution,  it  fell  to  the  crown, 
andiQ29th  Henry  VIII.  (1537.)  was  granted  to Tliomas, 
duke  of  Norfolk,  with  the  8p[HX)priated  rectory  and 
adrowBon  of  the  vicarage,  and  purchased  by  John  Hare, 
esq.  who  also,  about  1604,  boaght  the  Hunston  estate, 
and  the  whole  then  passed  to  lord  Coleraine,  who  died 
posaewed  of  it  in  1749,  snd  on  his  death  it  came  as  an 
escheat  to  the  crown,  his  daughter  being  a  minor  and  an 
alien, 

8.  Panoel's  manor.  Christopher  Langham  bad  livery 
of  it  in  1639,  held,  as  it  is  ssid,  by  the  prior  of  Lewea, 
and  which  fbrmeriy  belonged  to  the  &mily  of  Wdbyin 
Lincdnsfaire,  and  afterwuds,  in  the  rtaga  of  Henry  Till., 
this  manor  came  into  the  Cooey  family,  and  Thomas 
Coney,  of  Satton,  in  Lincoloabire,  ftther  of  William 
Coney,  esq.  of  Walpole,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
lived  here.  WiUiam  had  a  son,  Robert,  who  married 
Alice,  dan^ter  of  Sir  Robert  BarUtsm,  of  Wainfleet, 
kni^t,  about  166S,  and  tiie  ftmily  became  residents  at 
Walpole,  where  they  continued  until  the  death  of  c<4onel 
Coney  in  1801. 

Of  these  manors  that  of  Walpole  Colvile  alone 
retains  its  name,  which  still  continues  a  distinct  manor, 
of  which  Mr.  Girdlestone  is  the  lord ;  all  the  others  are 
merged  in  two  great  manors,  Walpole  Eldred  and  West 
Walton  Colwsine  ;  Walpole  Eldred  contains  the  manors 
of  Ely,  Walpole,  Rochfiwd,  Denver  and  the  Honour 
of  Clare ;  West  Wslton  Coleraine  contains  that  of  the 
prior  of  Lewes  and  Patmels,  of  both  which  the  reverend 
Chavncey  Hare  Townsend,  only  toa  of  the  late  Henry 
Hare  Townsend,  esq.  is  l<nd. 
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The  church  (^  St.  Peter  ut  one  of  the  most  beatttifal 
parish  churches  in  England,  built  of  freestone,  coa- 
sisting  of  a  nave,  two  aisles,  and  a  chancel,  all  covered 
with  lead,  with  a  noble  stately  tower  of  attHie  embattled, 
standing  at  the  west  end. 

The  first  notice  taken  of  a  church  here  is  in  th«  3d 
Edward  I.,  (1274)  when  it  was  found  to  be  in  the 
pabona^  of  the  bishop  of  Ely.  Blomefidd  mentions 
the  ghtxing  of  the  church  windows  in  1423.  The  right 
of  presentation  remained  in  the  see  of  Ely  until  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  it  came  to  the  crown,  and  has 
continued  to  be  a  crown  bring  up  to  the  presmt  time.* 

Orer  the  entrance  of  the  south  porch  are  the  vms  of 
Qodard  and  of  Denver,  and  between  them  Godard  and 
I>enTer  quartered,  with  two  coats  of  arms  east  and  west, 
umntelligible  at  the  present  time.  An  intermarriage  took 
place  between  these  families,  from  whence  sprang  Sir 
John  Oodard,  governor  of  Loviets,  in  Normandy,  in  6tfa 
Henry  V.  On  the  south  side,  over  the  archway,  beneath 
the  altar,  is  a  figure  of  the  amulet  worn  by  the  Rocbfcida. 
Walter  Qodard,  who  roamed  Catherine,  the  heiress  <tf 
Denver,  quartered  the  arms  about  137&  And  Sir  Ralph 
de  Rochford,  who  married  Maud,  daughter  and  co- 
heiress of  Sir  J.  Walpole,  lived  in  Walpde  at  this  time. 


•  In  Uie  lepttei  of  Wdpole  St.  Pater's,  of  tli«  dcte  of  173>,  ii  tbe 
MtowiBgentt;  :  Tbe  nle  of  tithios  it  toucsrtam  tbe  diilmet  rigUti  of 
tlw  tif»  liTings  u  tDllowi:  AU  ludt  bolden  of  tin  auiion  Iiti  Eldrad, 
ColTile,  and  Clue,  p>;  great  tithes,  and  all  bouici  atandisg  cm  aiicli  laada 
paj  (Euil  tLthei  to  the  rector.  AU  landa  heldeii  of  the  manor  of  W«at 
Walton  cum  Membri*  paj  great  tithea  to  the  impropriator,  and  all  hoowa 
Maitding  on  aiich  landa  pay  •mall  tidies  to  the  near. 
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These  tnoat  probably  hare  been  the  great  benefiactors 
towards  the  building  of  the  present  elegant  church,  the 
date  ofwhich  may  be  fixed  atabout  a.b.  1400.  Fonneriy 
there  was  much  painted  glass  of  saints,  &c.  in  the 
windows  of  the  chancel,  no  relics  of  which  are  now  to 
be  found,  the  greater  part  having  been  removed  about 
forty  years  ago,  on  the  reparation  of  the  chnrch,  though 
the  spoliation  might  have  commenced  long  before. 

The  font  is  carious,  with  this  date  thereon,  "  Annol 
"  Dni.  MCCCC.  x—  „  „"  and  "  O  thanks  O"  with 
union  roses  intermixed.  The  top  of  ^e  font  is  neatly 
carved  in  wood,  the  pannel  painted,  and  the  whole  opens; 

In  the  chancel  is  a  mural  monument,  and  under  an  arch 
in  the  south  wall  is  a  small  effigy  of  a  man  kneeling 
before  a  desk,  with  a  book,  erected  by  W^liam  Coney, 
esq.  on  which  are  these  hexameteiB : 

"  En  pius  omator  templi  benefactor  egenis 

"  Solamen  patrife  consorti  fidns  amicus 

"  Robertue  Butler  obiit  anno  1630,  tet  59." 

Mr.  Butler  was  a  pubUc  benefactor  to  the  parish,*  and 
probaUy  contributed  to  ornament  the  interior  of  the 
church,  it  being  presumed  that  about  this  time  he  placed 
the  beautiftil  carved  worii  over  the  font. 

A  fine  brass  eagle,  used  as  a  reading  desk,t  with  ex- 
panded wings,  supported  by  three  hons,  stands  in  the 
nave,  and  likewise  a  hand^me  brass  chandelier  is  sus- 
pended from  the  roof. 

*  S«e  public  baaabctioiii  in  a  foUowiog  pige.  t  Ses  p^e  531,  n«U. 
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A  foot  box  OD  the  ratrance  to  the  middle  usie  bean 
date  1634.  Id  the  chancel  are  ftncient  seats,  ornam^itcd 
with  figures  painted  in  front  These  udilia  or  stone 
stalls  are  found  in  many  of  onr  parish  churches,  and 
hare  been  difierently  accounted  for  by  antiquarians. 
Some  hare  called  than  confeuiooaries ;  othvs  say  that 
they  were  constrocted  sol^  (or  the  accommodaticHi  of 
the  priests  at  certain  interYals  daring  the  celebration  of 
mass.  They  are  generally  placed  near  Uie  altar,  frequently 
under  beautiful  Gothic  arches,  Bubdivided  and  enriched 
with  buttresses,  finials,  &c.*  The  ascent  to  the  com- 
munion table  has  a  grand  appearance,  ctmsisting  of  tweWe 
steps,  which,  on  the  outnde,  form  an  open  arch  to  walk 
through,  making  a  communication  from  the  north  to  the 
south  side  of  the  church  yard.  The  space  under  this  arch 
is  said  to  hare  been  formerly  used  by  the  parishioners,  who 
were  obliged  by  the  badness  and  length  of  the  ways  to 
ctHue  on  horseback,  aa  a  shelter  for  their  steeds,  whilst 
they  themselres  were  attrading  divine  senrice  in  the 
church. 

In  die  chancel  is  a  brass  memorial  to  Sir  John  WltriaD,t 
another  to  the  wife  and  son  of  Barnabas  Frencham  ;  also 
marine  slabs  to  Henry  Frendiam  and  William  Hart,  j: 
all  rectors  of  this  parish  :  part  of  a  stone  records  the  de- 
cease of  Francis  Ireland,  vicar  of  St-Andrew^s,  a.d.1632, 
and  another  of  William  Waterhouse,  curate.  On  the 
south  side  is  a  mural  monument  to  Robert  Butler,  and 
to  T.  Colbom,  Ticar  of  St.  Andrew's. 

*  AicbclogUtVaLt. 

t  "  Of  joDT  cbnide  pnj  lai  the  ion]  of  8jw  Joha  Whetaa  n'  tjae 
"  p'mh  of  Wilpola  wd of  Leroiington,  wclu  ilnmMlnil  tliii  till  Tntj  IITT. 
"  DO  whooe  Mvl,  Vha,  hmTo  auicjr." 

t  William  Hut  disd  td  Hkj  I7t6,  «t  79.  Tb«  detMadua  <f  lUi 
fkaul;  now  leiide  at  Botton,  in  Uncdnibira. 
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At^eeutMid  of  the  north  aide  u  »  slab,  which  once 
■ma  the  top  of  an  altar  monument  to  Sir  Ralph  de 
Rochfud,  and  Maud,  his  wife,  who  were  buiied  there 


By  the  side  of  this  is  a  slab,  now  covered  oTer  by  a 
seat,  which  has  lost  its  bran,  and  was  in  memory  of 
William,  son  of  Sir  John  de  Rochford,  constable  of 
Wisbech  castle  in  1403.t 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  middle  aisle  is  a  gravestone, 
of  which  the  brass  is  lost,  and  about  whieh  nothing  is 
known.  Lower  down  is  a  gravestone  with  a  brass  plate, 
to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Batlet,  above  referred  to. 

To  the  north  of  the  middle  aisle,  and  soath  of  the 
Coneys'  vault,  was  formerly  an  altar  monnment  in  memoty 
of  one  of  the  Hunston  family,  possibly  Henry  Hnnston, 
who  married  Jane,  dangfater  of  Sir  John  Audley,  of 
Swaffham,  knight,  as  it  appears  from  Blomefield,  that 
the  arms  of  Hunston  and  Audley  were  quartered  on  the 
tomb ;  but  within  Uie  last  six  or  seven  yean  this  tomb 
has  been  destroyed,  and  seats  an  now  placed  over  it  by 
the  churchwardens,  who  have  shewn  greater  zeal  for 
modem  accommodation,  than  respect  for  the  memwy  of 
the  dead,  and  the  remains  of  antiquity. 

The  east  md  of  the  sonth  aisle  is  railed  and  taken  in 
by  a  screen,  in  which  is  the  vault  of  the  Ccmey  family, 

■Th*  lafend  oa  tlM  tomb  WM"Rida]pbaiRoi:Ubrillila«,  IBM  BmniMo 
bieeUiMino  ■Brigwdwn  noM."     Thi*  dUa  «  bms  wm  bit  In  1730. 
Mimmnimm  i»  lUpdv,  ITM.    SMpHalM. 
I  Sm  F^e  130. 
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with  carved  stones  in  memory  of  agfit  of  its  difi««nt 
members,  viz.  Robert  Coney,  who  died  1707,  st  76; 
Alic^  hi»  vife,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Barkham,  died 
in  1676,  ffit  41 ;  Robert,  their  son,  died  in  1681,  «t21 ; 
William,  their  son,  died  1742,  mt  82,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Sir  H.  Edwin ;  Edwin,  and  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  daughter  of  C.  Turner,  esq.  of  Lynn,  she  died  1 745, 
xt  46,  he  in  1755,  ffit68.  Also  Robert,  and  Ann,  bis 
wife,  the  former  died  in  1801,  set  83,  the  latter  in  1802, 
tet  63.  On  a  side  stone  are  recorded  their  infant  children ; 
and  lower  down  in  this  aisle  are  stones  for  the  family  of 
the  Richards'. 

In  the  east  end  of  the  wouth  aisle  *  was  the  chantry  of 
St.  James,  which  Sir  Thomas  Daniel,  governor  of  Risiag 
castle  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  had  a  patent  to  found 
and  endow,  with  thirty-two  acres  of  land  ;  and  in  one  of 
the  upper  windows  of  this  aisle  used  to  be  a  piolane 
Tepres«ttatioa  of  the  Supreme  Being,  now  very  properly 
removed. 

The  chantry,  (with  the  burying  place  of  the  Rochfords,) 
which  appears  to  have  been  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  was 
also  in  the  south  aisle,  towards  the  east  end.  In  the  east 
window  was  a  painting  of  Sir  Ralph  de  Rocbford  in 
armour,  and  of  .  his  lady,  -on  their  knees.  Thia  Sir 
Ralph  was  a  descendant  of  the  one  whose  tomb  is  in 
the  aisle,  and   was  living  in  Walpole  abont    1446,  he 

*  In  theeMEvriadowof  tliiiiule  itm  foimeil]' the  efflgiei  of  ■  penon  on 
hii  kneei,  with  k  broad  tmit  over  hii  ihonlden,  lupplintiog  babre  tbr 
figure  of  St.  Swnxt*,  and  thii  label : 
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appeuB  to  have  married  into  the  Crodard  family,  as  the 
female  figure  had  od  her  rest  the  anns  of  Rochford  and 
Oodard. 

SectwM  of  Wa^Mle  Saint  Petei^t. 

A.D. 

1400  Thomas  Patesley,  afterwards  dean  of  Ely, 

1411  Bartholomew  Colman, 

1637  John  Wbetan,  died  rector — ^brass  in  chancel  at  St 

Peter's, 

Andrew  Pern, 
1594  William  Bri>wn, 
16d8  John  Jox, 
1£99  Henry  Frencham, 
1627  Barnabas  French, 
t661  Tobias  Hall, 

j69  Wezreslaue  Libanus, 
1670  William  Hart, 
1725  Henry  Fysh, 
1743  William  Everard, 

Dr.  Stevens, 
1800  John  Cross  Morphew,  A.M. 
1824  WUliam  Chester,  A.M. 

Baptittm  and  Buriah/rom  St.  Peter"!  Register. 


Ymt. 

1560  19  9 

1600  25 21 

1660  32 24 

1700  26  16 

1760  17  ........  18 

1800  18  16 

1836  40  27 

By  the  censtu  in  1S31,  the  population  was  1104. 
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Adjoins  to  the  parish  ofWalpole  St.  Peter's,  from  which 
the  church  »  not  distant  above  three  quarteni  of  a  mile 
across  the  fields,  and  is  of  stone,  well  buJlt  and  i^vlar, 
with  a  nave,  north  and  south  aisles,  and  a  chancel.  At 
the  west  end  is  a  sqoare  tower  with  four  bells. 

In  the  3d  Edward  I.  (1274)  the  prior  of  Lewes,  in 
Sussex,  was  found  to  have  the  advowson  of  the  church, 
of  the  gift  of  Hamelin  Plontagenet,  eail  Warren. 

At  the  dissolution,  the  manor  of  the  prior  of  Lewes, 
&c.  in  Walpole  and  West  Walton,  came  to  the  crown  in 
29th  Heniy  VIII.  (1537)  and  was  granted  to  Thomas, 
duke  of  Korfidk,  with  the  appropriated  recttny  and 
vicar^,  and  afterwards  purchased  by  John  Hare,  esq.  as 
mentioned  in  theaccountof  thismanoriuthe  descripti<Mi 
of  Walpole  St.  Peter's.* 

Henry  Hare,  lord  Coleraine,  annexed  to  the  vicarage 
the  impropriation  of  the  rectory  a.d.  1730,  end  the 
patronage  of  this  church  still  is  in  the  hands  of  his 
descendant,  the  son  of  the  late  Henry  Hare  Townacnd, 
esq.t 

*  See  ^m«  619. 

t  The  Sdlewiny  memoiaiuUta  occnn  in  the  npttn  belongiBg  ta 
Wi^ole  St.  PaUr'* :  "The  cnnnifnMatitaaanctoi;afWilp(ik  Sunt 
Peter,  end  tlie  laA  Ctltniaa  to  tbe  vkump  of  Wtlpote  Selnt  Andmw,  to 
which  the  pgeientlflri,  oM  of  bii  iiogolir  jde^,  hu  ennexed  the  bnprapfi- 
elion:  T.CcAon, AJI.lat*lUknrof CmpuCliriMicanege.OxfiKd,  ud 
hiilert«hip'ech»pbiii,newTicw,  helng  thelat  dericiliMy^frielaf.  One 
maHatj  of  heth  chmtliee  !■  ia  the  sift  of  lb*  omra,  md  the  other  ia  tbe 
pit  of  lord  Colereine,  end  both  rect«  end  Tku  o^ht  to  be  prcsmtcd  to 
and  ittdttcted  into  ■  ModJBtj  of  each  choich." 
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Little  more  than  conjecture  can  be  fonned  respecting 
the  precise  date  of  the  building  of  the  church' of  St. 
Andrew's;  from  its  style  of  architecture  and  general  ap- 
pearance, it  may  be  placed  fifty  years  posterior  to  the 
church  of  St.  Peter's.  Blomefield  mentions  the  arms 
of  Rochford,  Dennis,  Dudley,  &c.,  to  have  been 
painted  in  the  windows.  It  appears  that  a  descendant 
of  lord  Dudley's  intermarried  with  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Godard  about  1440.  He  seems  to  have  inherited  the 
property  of  the  Dennis',  in  Walpole,  and  possibly  might 
be  a  benefactor  towards  the  building  of  St.  Andrew's 
church.  Blomefield  has  a  curious  extract  from  a  will  of 
a  near  of  St.  Andrew's  a.d.  1602.  "  John  Dacot,  vicar,  ' 
"  wills  to  be  buried  on  the  north  side  of  -this  church, 
"  before  his  hall,*  and  gives  thirty  stone  of  lead  to  the 
"  church  work,  and  a  suit  of  vestments  of  white  damask^ 
"  branched  with  aogeU  of  gcdd  or  lily  pots,  like  the 
"  red  suit  in  the  said  church,  and  a  cow  to  the  parish." 
From  these  two  data,  therefore,  we  may  place  the  bnildiiig 
of  thb  church  between  1450  and  1500. 

In  the  year  1809  upwards  of  £1000.  was  expended 
in  repairing  this  church,  which  had  &Uea  into  a  state  of 
great  dilapidation,  and  at  that  time  a  new  window  was 
placed  at  the  east  end  of  the  chancel,  against  which, 
over  the  communion  table,  is  a  painting  of  the  Descent 
fit>m  the  cross. 

There  are  no  monuments  or  stones  of  any  antiquity. 
In  the  north  aisle  are  the  remains  of  one  now  obUterated, 
most  probably  it  was  in  memory  of  John  Dacot,  men- 
tioned above. 


*  TIm  rite  flf  DmM  BSD  U  in  ths  hoMftdl  of  Hr.  CbriM  Bom. 
2r 
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Two  chapek  or  chantries  appear  to  have  bem  dedicated 
in  thiftChuFcli ;  me  to  St.  Junea,  and  the  oth^  to  St 
Mary,  both  at  the  east  end   of -the  north  and  south 


Vkart  of  WafyoU  St.  Andnw't. 


A.D. 

1401  Kichard  Rerel, 

1409  Richard  Chamberlain, 

John  Cannock, 
1472  William  CanyngBton, 
1504  Thomaa  Leman, 
1S04  John  Dacot, 
1680  WiUiam  Dacot, 
1697  John  Holland, 
1697  Robert  Dixon, 


A.D. 

1599  Francis  Ireland, 
1632  William  Sandford, 
1663  Howard  Bernard, 
1672  Bradley  Coldnell, 
1684  William  Hart, 
1725  ThomaB  Colbum, 
1762  Dt.  Smith, 
1806  Robert  Hankinson,  M.A. 


BUftimt  md  BuriaUJrim  St.  Andreu^i  Jtt^ter. 


Yau. 

BH>i_. 

BnU 

1654   ... 

8  

...   4 

iroo   ... 

4  

...   3 

1760  .. 

3  

...   4 

180O  .. 

4  

...   I 

1825  .. 

22  

...  17 

According  to  the  census  in  1821,  the  population  « 
175  ntales,  and  186  females,  making  tt^ethw  360. 


*  la  ths  tem«i  menrion  m  «ide  of  Uiids  that  fcimn^  iMk^ai  t*  tbi 
dmtryofSt.Juiu  udto  tlu  chapel  ofSt.AUi;,  botk ia tha ekstbof 
St-Asdnw. 
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Cknpeb. 

There  were  formerly  several  chapels  id  the  township  of 
Walpole,  of  which  do  vesti^s  now  remain,  -except  that  in 
the  tenien  sever^  lands  still  retain  the  names  of  the 
chapels  to  which  they  once  belonged.  In  all  proba- 
bility they  fell  into  decay  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution. 
Ist.  The  cbapd  of  St.  Katherine,*  which  appears  to 
have  been  situated  on  the  west  of  East  Drove,  between 
Match  Lane  and  Reeves'  Lane.  The  advowson  of  thia 
chapel  once  beloi^ed  to  the  Oodaida. 

3d.   The  chapel  of  St.  Edmond.t    lliis  probably 

belonged  to  the  Rochfcffd  &mily,  against  whose  hall  it 

was  contignons.    The  site  of  tliia  chapel  is  to  the  east 

'  of  West  Drove,  near  March  Lane  en  the  south,  and  the 

field  goes  to  this  day  by  the  name  of  Chapel  Yard. 

3d.  The  ohapd  at  St.  ThoinaB,^  iriiich  was  after- 
wards convttted  into  an  inn,  called  the  Saracen's  Head, 
and  is  now  a  farm  hoase>  oc^pied  by  Samod  Peckett, 


*  In  LnngSwiiieholin  field  ■ndSt.KitberiiM'i.  Heuy  Hue  TowoMad, 
eiq.  Uta  Colenioe,  holiU  (fomeily  tb*  ehapel  of  St.  KalLariiM,  bow 
WMtad)  d^ly-aaTaa  atfM&MicalbdKttherfBa,  BeztBaevei'luunaRb, 
Mutk  Im  Math,  tad  Eut  dnm  Mrt.     Tirritr. 

t  Im  Lcog  SwinabolM  fiald ;  U.  H.  TowBieDd,  lata  Col«nine,  bald  odm 
a  el»pel,  aftanmd*  •  cottaga,  and  now  aU  matad,  and  oae  rood  of  tnt 


du^  of  St.  TliTi ,  MW  calM  (be  Saracea'a  Head,  next  tbe  oMUMa 

my  on  two  puto. 

ThonM^  TiaU.    laraelSwHh.Uta  Townaand. aaq.,  holdaamaw^i, 
wd  two  acna  Md  two  raoda  ft—,  callad  Gnild-brilof  SfcTha—l,  Aittuig 
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having  Eut  Drove  to  the  west,  and  the  turnpike  to  the 
south.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  chapel  was  the 
guild  hall  of  St.  Thomas,  which  appeare  to  have  been 
-nearly  opposite  the  present  Methodist  chapel. 

4th.  The  chapel  of  SL  Mary,*  at  the  fen  end,  whkh 
WBSutuated  on  the  East  Drove,  about  halfway  betwea 
the  casto  dyke  or  turnpike  and  the  smeeth  gate  ;  the 
advowson  of  which  was  in  the  Godarda,  and  aflerwsnls 
in  the  Uobarts. 

6tb.  The  chantry  of  St.  James  and  St.  Peter,  which 
was  on  the  site  of  the  present  poor  house,  abntdng  nptm 
St.  Peter's  church  yard  and  the  rectory  north,  and 
Chapel  Gate  to  the  west. 

6th.  Blomefield  mentions  the  chapel  of  SL  Helen's, 
at  Cross  Keys,  but  of  this  no  mention  is  made,  either  in 
the  terriers  or  any  other  document  belonging  to  the 
parish.  He  says,  "  the  sea  bank  at  this  town  from  St. 
"  Helen's  chapel,  next  Terrington  to  ITorich  Gate  in 
"  West  Walton,  is  three  miles." 

Charitiet. 

Ist.  Butler's  charity,  cfmsisting  of  37a.  Ik.  of  land 
in  Walpole,  and  four  cottages,  called  Butler's  Alms- 
houses, left  by  Robert  Bntlerf  a.  d.  1630,  to  poor  widows 
who  have  beeu  bom  in  the  township  of  Walpole,  sad 
rendent  in  the  parish  of  Walpole  St.  Peter  ten  yeon 

*  Eat  ibm  uan  monugia  anp  Ckpell  Bta  Hirw  in  leftncndkHr 
Eut  droT*  ox  omnibiu  jwitibti*.     Tirrier,  n^  aft*—*  Elii^ttk, 

t  Mt.  Bstlar  dwilt  is  ths  boowi  on  tbe  north  wett  lide  of  dis  chnA 
wlwrein  colonal  Codj  lived,  »nd  kfl«rwudi  adminil  Bentinck. 
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at  tfa«  least,  immediately  before  her  or  their  election,  aod 
kftve  been  but  the  wife  of  one  husband.  The  rent  of  the 
above  land  is  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  four  women, 
who  occupy  the  cottages,  and  receive  three  and  sixpence 
weeldy,  a  chaldron  of  coals  annually,  and  a  blue  cloth 
gown  OQoe  in  two  years. 

2d.    There  are  twen^-seven  acres  of  land,  nnknown 
.    by  whom  and  when  left,  called  Town  Bailiff  land,  the 
rent  of  which  is  applied  to  the  repairs  of  tfae-chnrch  ways ; 
this  rent  is  received  by  the  churchwardens. 

3d.  Dole  Land  in  W&lpole  St.  Peter's,  consisting 
of  a  house  and  twelve  acres  and  one  rood  of  land, 
which  have  since  received  in  addition,  by  the  inclosure 
of  Marshland  Smeeth  and  Fen,  27a.  1b.  7p.  nuking  a 
total  of  39a.  2r.7f.  let  for  the  annual  rent  of  £Sl. 
It  is  also  unknown  when  or  by  whom  this  land  was  left, 
or  for  what  particahtr  purpose.  The  rents  are  received 
by  the  churchwardens,  and  annually  distributed  amongst 
the  moat  indnstiiouB  poor,  and  such  as  maintain  their 
families  without  parochial  relief:  the  amount  acccxding 
to  the  size  of  the  respective  fomilies. 

4th.  Dole  Land  in  Walpole  SL  Andrew's ;  this  con- 
sists of  one  messuage,  one  cottage,  and  twenty-three  acres 
old  inclosed  land ;  by  the  marah  inclosure  (the  award 
of  which  is  dated  in  ]  769)  it  received  an  addition  of 
26a.  2r.  22p.  and  by  the  inclosure  of  the  smeeth  and 
fen  (award  dated  1803)  it  received  7a.  1h.  17p.  of  smeeth, 
and  27a.  3b.  20p.  fen,  making  a  toUl  of  84a.  3r.  I9p. 
and  in  1813  let  for  the  annual  rent  of  £  162.  10>.  The 
present  feoffees  are  Thomas  Fawssett,  esq.  and  Mr.  John 
Esam  Tweedy ;  the  land,  with  the  exception  of  the  a 
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and  fao,  and  four  teres  occwpied  by  Mr.  Jump,  ■•  divided 
into  portioDB  of  one  acre  each,  let  to  one  of  the  poor 
of  Wa]pole  St.  Andrew's  at  a  reduced  rest. 

5tb.  A  public  free  school  is  estaUished  f<^  the  in- 
Btructioa  of  the  children  in  the  paruhes  of  WaJpole  St. 
Peter's  and  St  Andrew's.  This  was  formerly  kept  over 
the  south  porch  of  St.  Peter's  church ;  bnt  in  1613  a 
new  Khool-room  was  built  by  volvntary  contribotioo. 
The  master's  saUry  is  paid  fay  the  rent  of  fifly-auf  aoce 
of  land  left  by  Antbooy  Curtoo  a.d.  1706,  and  situated 
in  Terriagton  St.  John's.  Mr.  John  Biidgman  is  the 
present  master. 

It  is  in  contemplation  at  tikis  time  to  make  apfdicatiMi 
to  the  court  of  Chancery  to  appoint  new  truitees,  seversl 
of  the  old  oaa  haag  deceassd,  in  order  to  eoiuolidate 
the  funds  of  the  reBpective  chaiitiea  before  mentioiied, 
and  to  appropnate  the  besie&t  of  tiiem  according  to  a 
decretal  order.  The  worthy  Ticar  of  St.  Andrew's  sroeted 
s  room  a  few  years  ago  adjoinii^  to  hia  dweUiog  honse^ 
which  is  set  apart  for  a  Sondsy  school:  it  is  aupeiiatiadsd 
by  Mrs.  R.  Hanktnson,  under  wboae  prudiait  maasgement 
the  whole  is  conducted,  and  not  less  llian  eighty  scholars 
an  instructed  in  useful  leaning. 

The  quantity  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Walpole  St 
Peter  is  about  71S0  acres;  in  the  pariah  of  Walpole 
St  Andrew  2173,  making  a  total  of  9323  compntsd 
acres ;  of  which,  5690  are  aiaUe,  and  3733  gnn. 

The  Romish  Saint,  Godsriek,  is  said  to  have  bsoi  a 
nstiTe  of  Walpok  St  Aodtew,  and  to  have  ot^ioRUy 
followed   the   humble   occupation   of  a  pedlar ;     he 
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afterwuds  went  oa  a  pilgrimftge  to  Rome,  and  even  to 
Jernsalem :  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  became  a 
faennit,  and  lived  some  time  at  Finchale,  near  Durham^ 
where  he  ia  said  to  have  worn  out  no  less  than  three 
successive  suits  of  iron  clothes.  Many  miracles  were 
ascribed  to  him,  of  which,  and  of  his  life,  Matthew  Paris 
gives  a  relation  at  large.* 

At  the  place  called  Cross  Keys  in  this  parish,  is  the 
I»assage  orer  the  Washes  f  to  Long  Sutton,  in  Lincohi- 
shire,  at  the  mouth  of  the  riv«r  Nene,  which,  being  subject 
to  the  finz  and  reflux  of  the  tides,  is  fordable  only  at 
low  water  for  carriages,  carta,  and  horses,  and  at  no  time 
for  persons  on  foot,  without  great  risk  and  danger. 
Daring  certain  periods  of  the  wintn  season,  even  this 
passage  acron  is  entirely  impeded  and  stopped,  and  at 
all  times  considered  inconvenient  and  dangerous;  to 
obviate  which,  it  was  resolved  to  construct  a  bridge 
across  the  channel,  from  the  western  to  the  easteni  shore 
of  this  wash  ot  river,  and  accordingly  an  act  was  last 
year  obtained,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  constructing  a 
"  bridge  across  Sutttw  Wash,  otherwise  Cross  Keys 
"  Wash,  between  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  Norfolk," 
which  received  the  royal  assent  on  26th  May  1826.{ 


"  MuCbew  Puii,  page  St.    Godwick  lJT«d  aboot  a.d.  lOro. 

t  S«e  p^e  136. 

t  TlM  pUa  prcipa—4  by  Mr.  Klnderley,  tea  bringing  tfa«  None  IhiB 
Wiibecb  bj  k  cat  kcioM  MinhliaJ,  «m  intended  to  hiTa  conawncad  at 
Walpole  St.  Andraw'i,  and  thaa  to  cairy  all  tLa  watan  iala  Iba  Oiwa 
abntTilner  Goole.    See  ante,  page  55. 

The  canpiler  beg*  to  acknowUdge  the  kind  atteolian  of  tlte  Re*.  R.  £. 
HaMkkaaa,  the  ao&  of  Iha  mnlbj  fkar,  ia  iBrattigatiog  aaaj  andant 
paitkalan  Ik  the  two  ^fl'^r^--  of  Walpola,  pattictdarlf  ia  ngaid  to  tha 
MMion,  aadaftanmJapwMJttingtlwtniitirf  hi<teaearehea  toboiawrtaj 
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In  the  hundred  of  Fieebridge  Matshlasd,  ia  distant  from 
Lynn,  by  the  ferry,  four  miles,  by  the  biidge,  fire  miles 
and  a  half,  from  London  one  hundred,  and  frran  Wisbech 
ten  miles.  It  lies  to  the  westward  of  Lynn,  beaxing  a 
little  towards  the  north,  and  is  bounded  by  the  sea  on  the 
north  and  east.  The  eastern  arm  extends  to  the  port  of 
Lynn,  the  northern  to  that  of  Wisbech.  The  number  of 
statute  acres  is  7760A.  3b.  6p.  ;  of  houses  285,  and  the 
population  1408. 

The  soil  is  alluvial  and  rich,  with  a  flat  surface,  and 
in  parts  handsomely  covered  with  wood.  Its  antiquity 
is  buried  in  the  womb  of  time ;  but  the  old  barrier  baok 
to  the  north  bears  the  name  of  "  Roman,"  and  this  place 
was  well  knonn  as  a  town  in  the  Saxon  ^e.*  By  this 
bank  the  whole  parish  is  nearly  divided  into  two  equal 
parts.  Eight  hundred  acres  were  reclaimed  from  the  sea 
about  thirty  years  ago,  and  are  now  called  the  Cckiubchi 
Marsh.  Several  hundred  acres  have  been  since  embanked 
by  the  late  admiral  Bentinck.  The  act  which  has  passed 
the  legislature  in  this  sessions,*!-  for  improving  the  outfall 
of  the  river  Nene,  will  divert  the  Wisbech  channel 
through  the  Guy's  Hospital  estate,  on  the  Lincolnshire 
side,  whereby  the  whole  estuary  to  the  north,  called 
the  Cross  Keys  Wash,  now  dividing  Norfolk  firom 
Lincolnshire,  will  heieafter  be  silted  up. 

George  Bentinck,  esq.  son  of  the  late  admiral  of  that 
name,  and  a  descendant  from  the  brother  of  the  first 
duke  of  Portland,  is  the  largest  proprietor,  although  he 
has  no  place  of  residence  here.  The  manor  of  Terrington 
belongs  to  him.     This  manor  remained  in  the  see  of  Ely 

*  Pukju,  p^B  S31.  1  S«aiwgs  410. 
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until  the  death  .of  Dr.  Cox,  in  1581,*  when  it  came  to 
the  crowD,  and  in  1 696,  was  granted  by  king  William  to 
an  ancestor  of  the  present  Mr.  Bentinck. 

Sir  William  H.  J.  B.  Folkea,  baronet,  has  also  a  con- 
siderable estate  here,  bat  nothing  more  than  good  farm 
houses  thereon.  The  manor  of  Howards  ia  his  property. 
Another  manor  called  the  Branches  belongs  to  John 
Wing,  esq.  of  Wisbech. 

Sir  Andrew  Soape  Hamond,  baronet,  purchased  an 
estate  in  this  parish  about  the  year  1810,  apon  which 
he  has  built  a  handstmie  mansion,  where  he  resides. 
The  pleasure  grounds  are  laid  out  with  taste,  and  kept 
with  remarkable  neatness. 

About  the  same  time,  the  Graffier  Fagel,  a  Dutch 
emigrantit  afterwards  ambasBador  from  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands  to  this  country,  purchased  a  house  and 
laixds,  and  made  this  place  his  residence.  The  agriculture 
of  the  country  was  improved  by  the  scientific  mode  of 
management  introduced  by  him  fn»n  the  north  of- 
England,  and  hia  httle  Dutch  gardm  was  the  admira- 
tion of  all  who  visited  it. 

The  right  honourable  lordWilUam  Cavendish  Bentinck, 
brother  to  the  present  duke  of  Portland,  is  the  pos- 
sesaoi:  of  that  property.^ 

Here  also  lives,  in  the  seat  of  his  ancestors,  (a  houses 
of  great  antiquity,  built  in  part  of  freestone,)  Thomas 


•  8m  p*g»  114. 

t  Ha  WM  henditujp  ■ecralu7lo  the  aUdtlwUer;  tlie  teiB  GrtSer 
impUei  thkt  digni^. 

I  llkl*  iMpKtod  sobbnua  ii  tt  tbii  timo  ibont  u  take  Ui  depirtim  for 
ladU,  to  «sl«r  on  the  high  oScs  of  pnraor'CBnanl. 
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Upwood,  esq.  lord  of  the  manor  tsf  Loveb.  Hit  venerable 
trees  aa  an  oraameDt  to  the  country ;  tfae  care  he  takes 
of  them,  and  the  plantationa  he  has  made,  will  endear 
his  name  to  the  lorers  of  rural  heauty,  when  he  him- 
eelf  shall  hare  been  long  forgotten. 

The  rectory  is  attached  to  the  Margaret  professcwahip 
of  divinity  at  Cambridge,  and  is  in  the  gift  of  that 
uniTersity,  having  been  granted  to  it  by  king  James  I. 
Its  present  posseaaor  n  the  right  reverend  Herbert, 
iotd  bishop  of  PetwboiDug^.  Sevm  acres  of  land, 
including  the  church  yard,  with  a  house  and  large 
bam,  belong  to  the  rectory. 

The  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown.  It  is 
mentioned  in  the  taxation  of  pope  Nicholas,*  but  the 
endowment  is  not  to  be  fonnd  in  the  episcopal  regiatiy 
of  Norwich  :  the  records  there  of  institutiuis,  &c. 
as  returned  by  the  registrar  to  the  special  committee  of 
the  house  of  commons,  beginning  with  the  year  1289. 

The  rerravnd  Ambrose  Ooode,  A.  H.  is  the  preeoit 
incumbent.  Attached  to  the  vicar^^  are  three  roods 
of  land,  and  in  the  pariBh  of  Terrington  St.  John's, 
five  acrea,  one  rood  and  six  perches,  in  Butterman  Fiek), 
and  two  acres  and  eightesn  perches,  including  the 
(diarch  yard,  with  a  cottage  thereon,  in  Church  I^eld. 
Th»«  is  also  a  customary  payment  of  ten  shillings  and 
sixpence  arising  out  of  land,  for  a  sermon  in  St,  Jean's 
church  on  new  Midsummer  day. 

The  church  is  a  noble  Gothic  structure  of  freestone, 
built  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  highly  ornamented,  and  of 
a  cadiadnd  like  appearance,  dedicated  to  St,  Clement. 
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It  M  one  hutkdnd  and  uxty-six  feet  long,  fivty-Htiz  wide, 
tn  the  tranaepts ;  has  a  nave  ^d  two  aisles,  and  coq> 
tains  Berenty  windows.  The  side  arches  between  the 
nare  and  the  transits  are  of  singular  beanty,  and  little 
less  than  forty  feet  high  &om  the  parement.  Those  to- 
wards the  east  and  west  hare  not  less  beauty,  and  are 
almost  as  high.  At  the  angles  of  them  all  are  wnamen- 
ted  projectii^  bases;  from  these  was  vridently  intended 
to  sphi^  a  lantern  ot  dome,  which,  if  ever,  is  not  now, 
existing.  The  roof  of  the  transept  is  a  little  higher 
than  that  of  the  chorch  :  seven  arches  divide  the  aisles 
from  the  nare,  and  a  Gothic  window  towards  the  east 
surmounts  the  roof  of  the  chaacel.  Time  has  destroyed 
the  beautiful  old  figured  roof  made  of  oak,  and  a  new 
«se  of  fir,  covered  with  lead,  has  this  year  been  com- 
f>]eted  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  inhabitants,  which 
redounds  much  to  their  credit,  for  they  have  great  naKm 
to  pride  themselves  on  so  beautiful  an  edifice. 

The  interior  of  the  church  is  strikingly  light,  airy,  and 
'degant,  and  the  number  of  windows  contributes  not  a 
littie  to  the  pleasing  appearance  which  the  building 
preaents  to  the  eye  of  the  beholder. 

The  Gmt  is  ancient,  and  is  ascended  by  three  steps ;  the 
top  thereof  it  carved  in  wood,  with  pannela  opening. 
In  theiowde  is  repnaented,  in  painting,  the  Temptation 
tit  o»r  Saviour,  the  Baptism  by  St.  John,  with  our 
Saviour  ascending  from  the  water,  and  the  Descent  of 
the  Holy  Ohost 

The  altar  is  aaoended  by  six  steps,  whwh,  with  the 
Usge  vrindow  over  the  communion  table,  mneb  to  be 
admired,  forma  a  noble  perspective. 
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In  th«  chancel,  on  Uie  north  side,  u  a  pUio  tablet 
of  the  date  of  1814,  recording  that  "  Near  this  spot  ait 
"  interred  the  earthly  remains  of  William  Bentinck,  esq. 
"  Tice-admiral  of  the  bine.  This  simple  moQument  is 
"  inscribed  by  Frances,  his  widow." 

Within  the  rails  of  the  altar  is  a  mcmamental  stone, 
with  a  line  drawn  down. 

In  memory  of  John  Albert  |  Also  Rmiia,  his  wife, 
Bentinck,  captain  inthenary,  I  who  died  in  179!^ 
who  died  in  1775.  Rt  29.  (set  42. 

And  three  children,  who  died  young. 

At  the  foot  of  the  steps  is  a  slab  to  John  Towoi 
Allen,  clerk,  who  died  in  1787,  set  43.  Also  Bevefsl 
monumental  stones  to  the  family  of  Edwards,  viz. 


On  the  north  side  of  the  chancel,  a  mural  n 
to  Dorothy,  wife  of  John  Edwards,  daughter  of  Thorogood 
Vpwood,  who  died  in  1721-22;  and- to  the  said  John 
Edwards,  who  died  in  1 733.  Abo  another  mural  mnra- 
ment  to  Frances  Edwards,  who  died  in  1747. 

A  slab  to  Catherine  Edwards,  daughter  of  Thomss 
Somersby,  esq.  who  died  in  1779,  and  to  John  Ed- 
wards, who  died  in  1797,  also  Catherine  their  daughter. 

There  are  sereral  monumHits  to  the  Upwood  family. 
Samoel  Upwood  who  died  in  1716,  mt  38,  and  Dorothy, 
his  wife,  ui  1773,  eet  85.  Also  to  Eliza,  dau^ter 
of  Thomas  and  Ann  Upwood,  who  died  in  1748,  and 
two  otha  daughters. 
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Samnel  Upwood,  gent  who  died  in  1777  ;  Add,  wife 
of  the  reverend  Thort^ood  Upwood,  in  1787,  and  tbe 
said  Thon^ood  Upwood,  in  1794. 

The  reverend  Nalaon  Brathwaite,  rector  of  Lynn  St. 
Peter's,  who  died  in  1793. 

Also  to  Ann,  wife  of  Jamea  ETerard,  esq.  of  Lynn, 
who  died  in  1809. 

Also  to  Elizabeth  Ann  and  Henrietta  Latus,  daughtera 
of  James  and  Elizabeth  Everord ;  the  former  died  in  1803, 
the  latter  in  1804. 

In  tiie  transept  on  the  north  side  is  the  cned,  writtm 
in  the  old  black,  letter,  and  on  the  south  the  Lord's 
prayer,  both  in  excellent  preseiration,  though  done  in 
ihe  year  1635.  On  the  nortli  side  is  a  vault  for  the 
fomily  of  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hamond,  befwe  mention- 
ed, and  near  thereto  is  a  graTestone,  with  the  arms  of 
Barker,  to  the  memory  of  Peter  Barker,  who  died  in 


Under  the  transept  is  an  ancient  tomb  stone,  with 
a  brass,  bearing  the  date  of  1628,  to  the  memory  of 
John  Coraunt,  and  Joan,  his  wife. 

On  a  pillar  is  a  maible  tablet  to  commemorate  John 
Ascham,  esq.  bom  at  Boston,  Lincolnshire,  who  died 
in  1676. 

A  neat  marble  monament  is  affixed  on  the  south 
wall,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  Rachel,  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Ambrose  Goode,  A.M.  vicar,  who  died  12th  Jane 
1824,  aged  64  years,  "  truly  lamented, — ^in  the  &ith  and 
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"  bat  f^  the  Lord,  teaching  her  surrmng  fiuaily  and 
"  friendE,  by  an  example  of  patieot  reaignatioa  and  sweet 
"  composure,  how  to  commeod  their  sjufits  into  the 
"  hands  of  a  faithful  Creator." 

In  the  south  aisle  is  a  mural  monument  to  Andowm 
Allen,  junior,  son  of  Anderson  Allen,  who  died  in  1764f 
aged  25 ;  and  also  to  the  said  Aodenmn  Allen,  and  Jane, 
his  wife ;  she  died  in  1779,  and  he  in  1786. 

On  the  door  is  a  slab  to  Richard  Pratt,  who  died  in 
1669,  and  to  James  Pratt;  and  an  old  marble  grare- 
stone,  with  a  modern  inscription,  for  Robert  Wardale, 
esq.  who  died  in  1700.  In  the  middle  <^  the  nave,  or 
body  of  the  church,  is  a  g;raTe8tone  to  the  memory  of 
Henry  Pratt,  besides  aerend  oth«t  de&ccd  monuoMntal 
stones.  Thomas  Dudley,  deacoided  from  lonl  Dudley, 
who  is  said  to  have  married  a  daughter  of  Roboit 
Qodard,  esq.*  was  buried  in  this  church ;  the  said  Robert 
Godard  is  also  here  intored,  who  died  in  1448. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  an  altar  monnment 
to  the  memory  of  John  Uenson,  a  fumer  vicar,  who  died 
in  1711.  Here  also  stands  an  immensely  tall  ladder  <tf 
seventy  stares. 

DiiecUy  opposite  tbe  north  door  (^  this  beautiful  church 
is  that  of  a  magoificent  toner,  at  the  distance  of 
about  three  yards.  The  tower  is  a  massive  building  of 
freestone,  eighty  feet  high,  and  thirty-six  feet  square  at 
the  bottom,  containing  a  ring  of  six  bdls.  The  walls 
tenninate  ki  battlements,  springing  from  a  rich  froze) 
and  at  the  angles  were  originally  four  large  Ipimaslei, 

*  Fttkjnti.    Bm  page  fit7. 
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and  four  smaller  ones  between  the  foimer.  Ob  tlie 
battlemenU  of  the  south  aisle  are  shields  carved  with  the 
arms  of  Qodaid,  DenTer,  Rochford,  the  biahop  ttfEly^ 
&c,  all  probably  benefiictorB  to  the  building. 

It  is  intended  this  year  to  replace  the  pinnttdes  by  a 
private  subscription. 

Adjoining  to  the  chancel,  at  the  north-east  end,  is  the 
old  school,  built  of  freestone.  Beneath  it  is  a  place 
called  the  dungeon,  once  perhaps  a  bishop's  prison. 

A  new  room  for  a  school  was  bniU  in  1618,  by  vdontaiy 
contribution ;  it  is  established  on  the  national  plan,  and 
is  snpported  by  an  original  beduest  of  Dr.  Newcome, 
a  foimer  rector  and  professor,  of  £3.  6>.  per  ■ntitnw, 
with  some  {»ivate  snbsoriptions,  and  two-pence  a  w«ek 
from  every  scholar.  The  parish  also  raake  the  Hcbool- 
maater  their  vestiy  clei^. 

The  satne  learned  professor  likewise  presented  the  parish 
with  two  handsome  silver  flag<HU  fw  conunnmon  plate, 
and  a  library  of  books  tm  divinity.  Attached  to  the  n«w 
school  is  a  house,  boilt  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  right 
htawurable  lord  William  Cavendish  Bcotinck,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  dispensary.  In  this  the  schoolmaster  has 
the  present  privilege  <tf  rending.  It  ia  suppoied  that 
this  is  the  first  village  di^tensary  in  th«  kingdom.  It 
was  originally  stocked  with  drugs  by  the  baMtv<riMice 
of  individoals,  and  the  supply  was  kept  up  by  a  noall 
charge  upon  the  sick,  who  paid  for  their  medicine. 
The  lum  however  was  not  great^  (about  £  S.  opon  a 
popnlaUon  of  1400  peopk),  and  it  is  now  d«fi>yed  Ir 
the  parish. 
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Th«  advantages  are  these ; 

Regular  attcodance  of  the  aurgeoD  twice  a  week   at  the 

diBpeoaary. 
The  usual  attendance  at  the  houses  besides. 
The  beat  drnga  in  great  plenty. 
No  increase  of  expense  to  the  parish  beyond  the  price 

of  drugs. 

The  autumn  of  1826  will  long  be  remembered  as  one 
of  great  sickness ;  twenty  or  thirty  people  were  seen  at 
the  dispensary  at  one  time,  and  the  drugs  for  the  year 
ending  at  Lady-day  1827  came  to  £26.  The  funerala  for 
the  last  thirteen  years  average  thirty-three  per  annum. 
vThirty,  howflver,  have  been  called  to  their  house  of  clay 
within  the  present  year  (just  six  months.)  The  parish 
is  now  healthy,  but  within  the  last  few  months  has  snf- 
ferred  from  a  very  awful  visitation :  the  canine  rabies 
raged,  and  filled  the  country  with  dread.  Many  animals 
were  bitten  and  died.  Four  persons  within  this  parish 
had  to  lament  this  terrible  scourge ;  one,  a  lad  of 
fourteen,  was  taken  with  hydrophobia  six  weeks  after 
he  had  received  the  injury,  and  died  within  for^- 
aght  hours.  The  scar  on  the  hand  enlarged  and  turned 
blue,  convulsions  came  on,  and  seized  upon  the  muscles 
of  the  breast,  and  increased  in  riolence  even  by  a 
current  of  air  from  the  door,  which  the  patient  endea- 
voured to  avoid  by  hiding  himself  behind  the  curtain; 
he  complained  of  great  thirst,  and  at  the  sight  of  water 
endeavoured  greedily  to  swallow  it,  at  length  he  died  in 
agimy.  A  woman  bitten  a  few  weeks  ago  has  soS^red 
amputation  of  the  thumb ;  another  woman,  bitten  at 
the  same  tim^  had  the  wonoded  part  cut  out. 
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There  ia  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  John,  belonging 
to  the  churot  of  St.  Clement,  which  seems  to  have 
been  hoilt  in  1423.  Licence  being  granted  to  John 
Belling  to  build  a  chapel  in  the  lordship  of  the  bishop  of 
Ely,  at  the  cross  called  Peykea  Cross  ;  it  now  remains 
a  cha|;el  to  the  said  church,  for  the  service  of  the  pa- 
rishioners, about  three  miles  from  the  mother  church 
nearer  to  Wisbech,  from  which  it  is  free,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  made  so  hy  Thomas,  archbishop  of  CanteN 
bury,  in  1530;  but  no  institution  to  it  is  found  as  a 
parochial  charch.  It  is  a  regular  pile,  with  a  nave,  two 
aisles,  and  a  chancel  covered  with  lead,  a  square  stone 
tower  with  four  pinnacles  and  fonr  bells.  A  free  chapel, 
dedicated  to  St.  James,  is  also  said  to  have  once  existed 
here,  but  dissolved  in  the  time  of  Edward  VI. ;  the 
site,  however,  is  not  sow  even  known. 

Walter  Tyrington,  LL.D.  a  celebrated  writer  and 
author,  and  John  CoHon,  the  first  master  of  Gonvile 
hall  or  Cains  ctdlege,  in  Cambridge,  who  was  preferred 
to  the  primacy  of  Irdand  by  king  Henry  IV.,  about 
1404,  and  made  archbishop  of  Armagh,  were  both  bom 
in  this  town. 

In  Nicholls'  account  of  tbe  Spalding  society,  there 
is  mention  made  of  ooe  William  Burwell,  brought  up 
as  a  common  labourer,  afterwards  servant  to  Mr.  Lynn, 
of  Spalding,  and  who,  irithont  any  instruction,  made  a 
pack  of  cards,  and  drew  pictures,  and  was  aftowarda 
advanced  to  Terringtoa  school.* 


•  AcMot  sf  lb*  apUi^  MCMtf,  pap  16. 
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The  coawKm  called  the  SnMeth,  beloagiag.  to  Tening- 
toD„  TSney,  Clenchwarton,  Walpole,  West  Walton, 
Wnbokcn,  and  Emnedi,  was  heretofore  famooB  for 
faeding  cattle,  whereon  SOjOOO  or  more  lai^  Macait- 
Isnd  sheep,  and  the  great  cattle  of  the  above  aerea  towii% 
were  aaid  contkually  to  feed — a  piece  of  land-  bc-  frat- 
fiiL  (as  was  rapeattd  I^  a  courtier  to  king  James  I.  at  bis 
first  CjeiBiDg  to  the  cr»WH,)  "  that  if  orar  night  a  wand 
."  or  rod  was  laid  on  tbe  ground,  by  tbe  nwraing  it 
*'  woutd  be  coTered  with  gmsa  of  that  night's  growth, 
"  ao  as  not  be  discerned ;."  to-which  that  lung  is  said  to 
hftVQ  lepliad  in  a  jocose  manner,  "  that  he  knew  some 
"  grounds  ia-  Scetiand,  where,  if  a  horse  was  pot  in  orci 
"  nif^t,  they  eoiahi  not  see  bim  er  discau  hiaa  id  th* 
monuDg."*  This,  canun^  wa«  iaclosed  by  virtiM  of  as 
act  of  Parliament  {wwed  in  tbe  3$Ui  yeas  of  his  lata 
majesty  Geo^  III.  (1796.) 

Th«  foUowittg  Reetom  appeal  en  recwd  :, 

1608  Siawi.Wella,  S.T.P. 

1609  Riehaidi  Hmat,  8.T.P.  pnimd  of  Csntsrbwy  aad  dean 

of  Durham, 
1638  Samuel  Ward,  S.T.P.  the  fiist  who  enjoyed  it    afler 

JwDEs  L  gi»at«l!  iJI  to  tbe  unrrOMity  of  Cambridge,  to 

be  anntowd  tft  tfaa-  Margaret  prafesaarskip  <^  Cambndge. 

Ue  waa  master  of  Sfdncy  college,  CaMbridge. 
1660  John  Peatwm,  aftfrwanb  biafaep.  af  Ckcster. 
1673  BalpkWiddingtot^  &T.P. 
1670  Humphrey  Gower,  S.T.P.  mwtec  of  Jwna,.  ^lenwds 

of  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge,  and  prebend  of  Ely. 


•  Blom«>eU-|  Hwtoij  ofNwMk. 
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A.D. 

1711  Robert  Jenkins,  S.T.P.  muter  of  St  J^B'kcaUege, 

Cambridge, 
1727  ThomAs  Lambnt,  D.D. 
1735  John  Newcome,  D.D.  dean  of  Pet«tt>onnigh, 

MaiBwaiing, 

1807  Herbert  Marah,  DJD.  locd  biabop  of  PetccbonMg^ 

Vicart. 

1603  Kichard  Hoot,  S.T.P.  1740  Heniy  Robinson, 

(alao  iMter)  Wade, 

163S  Thoflus  Sraytw,  1767  GaoooigM, 

MicbaelBCTerfqid,  1801  Winianl  Walker, 

1661  JohnHwBon,  1803  AnbrouGoode. 
1711  Hevf  Swetotkan, 

We  tmst  we  iksll  be  excused  if,  in  our  coadiuioa  of 
the  aocooat  of  thia  vill^^,  we  meDtkn  in  a  mwe  p«f> 
ticvlir  manaer  the  name  of  a  geotknaa  n«t  len  vaoe- 
table  fot  kia  Tirtoe  than  hia  age;  fw  here,  retired  finra 
piU>licliiBtUTflB  Sir  Andrew  SDapeHaBiond,bart.F.R.S.* 
and  an  dder  brothar  of  the  IVioity  Hoaaa.  He  waa 
boni  at  Bladdieath  in  the  lame  year  with  his  bte  larered 
majeaty  Gewga  III.,  and  w  now  in  hia  89tfa  year.  He 
waa  deaeended  from  hi^ily  bonouable  and  respectable 
paiaota ;  his  btber,  a  miadiant  and  eonaiderable  ship- 
holdar  in  hoadaa,  and  hia  mother,  Snaannah,  a  Itdy  of 
remadLable  strength  of  mind,  sole  heiress  of  Robot 
SnapB,  eaq.  of  limekilna,  near  Bbuskheath,  brother  of 
Dr.  Andrew  Saape,  one  of  the  queen's  ehafdains,  and 
pDmMt  of  Ka^B  ooUege,  Can^ddge.     Tboii^  thoa 
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respecUbly  connected,  the  laarek  with  which  he  m 
crowned  are  of  his  own  gathering.  Mild,  ardent,  braver 
humane,  quick  in  observation,  and  of  tenacious  memory, 
graceful  in  peison,  and  of  insinuating  address,  he  po»- 
sesaed  the  materiel  of  a  gentleman,  a  hero,  and  a 
statesman.  His  natural  endowments  were  improved  by 
caltivaUon,  and  he  has  shone  through  life  in  all  the  offices 
and  appointments  which  his  mmt  acquired,  and  the 
notice  of  a  gracious  and  discerning  sovereign  conferred. 

He  was  a  lieutenant  on  board  his  majesty's  ship 
Ma^anime,  in  the  aetion  of  Hawke  and  Conflans,  20th 
November  1769,  and  was  promoted  te  the  rank  of  post- 
captain  7th  December  1770.  During  the  greater  part 
of  the  American  war,  he  commanded  the  Roebnck  of 
44  guns,  and  was  constantly  employed  in  the  most  arduous 
services  against  the  enemy.  In  1778,  his  majesty  honoured 
him  with  knighthood ;  in  1 780,  at  a  very  critical  moment, 
he  arrived  in  England  with  dispatches  from  vice-admiral 
Arbuthnot,  detailing  the  capture  of  Chai4e«tewD,  with 
the  ship|ung  and  stwes  in  that  harbour.  His  character, 
as  shortly  described  by  the  vice-admiral  almost  fif^ 
years  ago,  has  suffered  no  tarnish  from  the  band  of  time^ 
"  The  conduct  of  Sir  Andrew  Hamond  of  the  Roebuck 
"  deserves  paiticttlar  mention :  whether  in  the  great  line 
"  of  SNvice,  or  in  the  detail  of  duty,  he  has  been  ever 
"  ready,  forward,  and  animated." 

Soon  afterwards  he  was  appomted  lieatenaot-gofemor 
of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  a  conunissiraer  of 
the  navy  at  Halifax ;  sitnations  which  exhibited  his  in- 
tegrity as  a  man  and  his  humanity  as  a  governor. 
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At  the  peace  in  1783  fresh  honoura  awaited  him :  the 
king  created  him  a  banmet  From  1785  to  1788  he 
held  the  appointments  of  conmodore  and  commander- 
in-chief  in  the  river  Medway ;  ia  1793,  he  became  deputy 
comptroller  of  the  navy,  and  in  1794,  on  the  death  of 
Sir  Heaiy  Martin,  he  succeeded  to  the  reaponsibtlities 
of  that  office  as  principal,  and  presided  over  it  with 
equal  honour  to  himself  and  benefit  to  his  country,  for 
twelve  years,  a  period  of  histm^  rendered  frightful  by 
audacity,  spoliation,  and  crime,  the  ravages  of  which, 
under  God,  were  stopped  only  at  that  time  by  the  wise 
councils,  the  stupendous  machinery,  nautical  skill,  and 
undaunted  bravery  of  Biitons  on  their  native  element, 
the  sea. 

During  the  time  he  held  this  office,  he  was  twice  elected 
member  for  Ipswich ;  he  resigned  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  in  1809,  purchased  in  this  parish  an  estate,  on 
which  he  now  resides,  vrith  foculties  unimpaired,  an 
object  of  veneration  to  his  family,  the  delight  of  his 
friends,  and  an  ornament  to  his  country.  He  married 
8th  March  1779  Anne,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Henry  Graeme,  of  Hanwell  Heath,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  a  major  in  the  army,  who  was  shot  through 
the  body  at  the  battle  of  Minden,  and  died  at  Saint 
Helena  in  1786,  of  which  island  he  was  then  lieutenant- 
governor. 

The  grandfather  of  major  Gneme  removed  the  head 
of  his  kinsman  James,  the  first  marquis  of  Montrose, 
from  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh  in  May  1661,  where  it 
had  been  placed  by  command  of  the  Scotch  parUament 
May  21st  1650,  after  the  beheading  and  quartering  of 
his  body,  and  in  consequence  of  this  he  took  his  cresU 
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1.  Sir  Andrew  hts  iuue,  GraliMn  Eden,  mr  ulmhral 
of  the  blue,  a  companion  of  the  military  order  of  the  bath, 
and  a  deputy  lieutenant  of  the  ooun^  of  Norfolk  and 

ofthe  Isle  of  Wight. 

2.  Caroline,  relict  of  the  honoarable  Francis  Wbelcr 
Hood,  (eldest  Km  of  Henry  viaeonnt  Hood)  lieutenant 
colonel  of  tiie  third  regiment  of  goarda,  who  was 
killed  at  Orthes  in  France,  in  1814,  in  the  anna  of 
victory,  animating  bia  troops,  and  nobly  sustaining  the 
bmour  and  interest  of  his  cowntry.* 

CONCLUSION, 

Havinq  now  redeemed  our  pledge,  however  imperfectly, 
of  describing  the  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  Wisbech,  we 
are  about  to  take  leave  of  our  readers,  and  in  concluuon, 
observe,  that  in  the  kingdom  at  large  a  greater  change 
has  perhaps  taken  place  in  its  state  and  condition  within 
the  last  forty  or  fifty  years,  than  during  the  whole  of 
any  former  century. 


*  Haoy  ■oknowledgmeatiuadDatnaiittisaafileT  to  tha  wntb;  liov 
of  TeiringUHi,  for  hii  kindnsai  in  Amiahing  Uie  pnodpal  }«it  of  tha 
infonution  nUtife  to  hii  pariih,  u  weD  u  flu  tha  bioinplucal  iketch  of 
the  ytntrMa  bmnnct.  fiernsl  inatitBtkaa,  tendiag  to  tin  comfort  of  tha 
indutrioiu  poor  of  tbii  p«uub,  hare  thiir  origin  in  the  ncv'*  KriicitBda  Id 
■inalionte  thair  condition.  Hii  object  ii  to  incnlnte  baUl*  of  indnatiy, 
bj  allotting  ■  null  poTtiaoofcoaunootoha  miskgnl  bj  thcDuelTBi  (bi  thor 
own  benefll.  Eiery  one  mnit  wkDowlndge  thnt  tha  pnctica  of  bkiing  tb* 
iMgei  of  liboor  m*de  np  ont  of  the  poor  nlMii  moat  impolitie  ud  ni*- 
cUeTOBi,  diacoanging  that  good  mond  leeliDg  wbioh  niwi  from  a  !■■'• 
a«B  wiue  of  In  rMoatcaa.  "  An  boneat  pauaatij  ia  their  countiT'a 
"  pride."  Tbe  great  tecret  is  aiaiitiBg  tha  pool  ia  to  make  th*™  tgenta 
in  aiaiiling  tbeinial*eai  jmt  m  it  ii  a  greater  {aTonr  to  teach  a  man  Hm 
■laofUiDwntiBibB,  flualQaappoR  w  turrjlim. 
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We  tntness  how  commnnicaticai  by  land  and  water  is 
every  where  facilitated,  whereby  intelligence  circulates 
rapidly  from  the  metropoliB  to  the  most  remote  quarters 
of  the  empire.  Coaches  and  carriages  are  established 
in  erery  dtrection,  which  proceed  with  celerity,*  con- 
venience and  good  regulation,  so  as  to  render  every  part 
of  the  kingdom  acceBsible  to  its  great  population, 
widiout  excessive  expense  or  waste  of  time.  Steam 
boftts,  those  inoomparable  engines  of  modern  invention,'^' 
cover  our  navigable  rivers,  and  penetrate  to  die  wilda 
<^  the  western  islands  of  Scotlapd,  canying  every *day 
the  inhabitants  of  our  cities  into  what  were  twenty 
years  ago  (he  moat  solitaTy  spots  of  Europe,  lliese 
have  l»en    aptly   described   as  giving  to  the 


*  The  mul  cotchii  in  EngUod,  It  ii  uid,  run  orer  If  ,000  mllei  in  » 
nagle  uglit,  md  ■  nawapapcr  pobliiLcd  in  tb>  maming  in  Londim,  ii  bj 
tlwHue  nifUncciTsd  iSOnilisoff,  knd  mVrwti^gctag^nif/kt  (ton 
lotion  «Iaep>  tba  ucond  niflLt  400  viUaoff.  In  tha  jtat  IfiTI,  w1m« 
thnraflwat  Great  Britiin  onlj  nx  itiga  coadiee  were  couteotlj  going,  a 
pmpUet  wai  written  by  Joka  Crewett,  of  tbe  Chirtor  Hobm,  for  tlMir 
■qfTMNica,  ud  eBBai  tin  inaj  gtmi  reuoni  giren  igiiuR  tbeii  con- 
liiliii  ■  ii  Ihn  fnllmrii[[  "  Thaae  ittpi  rnerhne— >n  grmtlniKiii  iimiii  In 
"  Lmdoii  on  eterj  (Bin  ocoBiB,  iriikh  otbenriM  Ikej  wg«ld  Bet  d(^  hM- 
"  nprai  DTgentneceiaity.  N^.theconTenieAca  of  the  peuege  make*  their 
"  ifim  often  eome  op,  who.ntber  thin  come  neb  long  jDtDiliee  on  botM< 
"  back,  ironld  ttif  U  bome.  Hen,  when  the;  here  come  to  town,  thej 
"  But  pceeaUlf  be  In  theaode,  get  ftie  clothes,  go  to  ;leyi  ad  tnMi, 
"  and  b;  these  moena  get  Nch  a  habit  of  MUneM  end  love  of  plaatiu.  that 
"  thej  ire  aaeuy  erer  after." 

Twen^-fiTe  miUioDaof  newipapen  irere  uid  to  be  pubiiibodin  1816, 
in  Eaglind  and  Walei,  and  up mrda  of  ooe  million  and  two  buodred  thoo- 


fHalrrtiiiTentiwi  waabj  themmnieof  WuiO««l«iinHaSiiMpQl*i>t  - 
iMpraremanti  were  nide  bj  Hr.  Mevoaaen  h  1705,  which  lad  ta  the  (till 
■ore  impoctantBndbea«tiftdinrenlh>n  of  Watt  in  1769. 
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fickleneu  of  the  wtnda  and  the  ftuthleaunu  of  the  wnves 
all  the  certainty  of  a  journey  by  land.  In  fact,  the 
whole  people  of  this  island  may  be  said  to  be  actuated 
by>  and  noder  the  influence  of>  one  commcHi  spirit  of 
enterprise.  Wisbech,  which  may  be  called  the  capital 
of  the  fens,  has  not  only  partaken  of,  but  has  encoun^ed, 
this  general  activity  ^d  exertion,  for,  as  may  have 
been  remarked  within  the  period  above  mentioned,  the 
town  has  doubled  itself  in  size;  the  population  and 
buildings  are  increased,  and  its  pavements,  as  well  as 
the  roads  which  approach  it  in  all  directions,  are  in 
superior  condition ;  and  the  neighbouring  country 
following  the  example  in  industry,  and  by  improved 
methods  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  participates  in 
its  affluence,  giving  life  and  energy  to  the  whole 
vicinity.' 

When  we  contrast  its  former  state  with  the  present, 
we  cannot  help  admiring  the  enterpriung  spirit  which  has 
in  latter  times  been  the  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district,  and  the  cause  of  its 
present  prosperity.  Until  within  these  few  years, 
every  perscHi  living  in  a  distant  county,  expecially  a 
southern  one,  fancied  the  whole  of  this  district  a  marsh 
or  fen,  and  the  climate  to  be  so  inceasantly  damp,  foggy, 
and  insalubrious,  and  the  roads  so  miry  and  impassable 
throughout  the  year,  that  great  pecuniary  advantages 
have  been  fretjuently  sacrificed  to  these  prejudices.  This 
unfavourable  impiessiop  is  now  very  much  softened  down, 
if  not  removed.  The  facility  of  communication  that 
exists  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another  has  its 
due  influence  here.     People   from   a  distance  become 
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^miliar  with  the  town,  and  are  struck  with  its  Ht^ 
and  bustling  appearance,  its  general  cleanliness,  and 
the  assiduous  industry  that  pervades  the  inhabitants, 
all  which  give  an  interest  to  the  place.  Throngfa  the 
very  great  improTements  which  have  been  effected  in 
the  drainage,  as  well  as  in  the  general  cultivation  and 
roads  (^  the  country,  not  only  the  face,  but  the  chmate 
thereof,  is  become  greatly  altered  for  the  better;  wealthy 
proprietors  now  settle  on  their  estates,  and  the  clergy 
on  their  benefices,  without  much  dread  of  having  the 
enjoyment  of  their  lives  shortened  by  such  residence. 
And  as,  through  the  richness  of  the  soil,  the  cultivators 
procure  more  ample  profits  than  reward  the  farmers  in 
the  upland  country,  full  compensation  is  returned  to 
them  for  their  pains.  All  these  blessings  may  be  attri- 
buted in  some  measure  to  the  gwns  of  the  present 
age.  It  has  been  so  fertile  in  improTements  upon  the 
knowledge  of  our  ancestors,  as  well  as  indefatigable  in 
execating  large  projects,  which  to  them  appeared  scarcely 
attainable,  that  by  means  thereof  the  necessaiy  comforts 
of  life  are  more  widely  and  abundantly  diffused,  and  the 
gencfal  state  of  society  has  beccmie  very  considerably 
ameliorated.  But  this  amelioration  has  been  principally 
[ffoduced  by  the  introduction  of  an  improved  method 
id  education,  and  by  the  opportunity  afforded  the  poorer 
dasaea,  throagh  liberal  benefactora,  of  obtaining  the  means 
et  solid  and  important  inatmcticMi,  such  aa  may  enable 
them  efficiently  to  dischai^  the  duties  of  thar  stations 
aa  members  of  society,  and  at  the  same  time  qualify 
them,  through  the  Divine  mercy,  for  a  noUer  sphere  of 
life  and  action.  It  is  perceptible  that  a  great  moral 
change  has  taken  place,  and  to  what  other  source  can  it 
be  attributed^  thao  a  diaaeminatimi  of  the  blessings  of 
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the  OosPKL  aoHmg  all  nnlui  ?  To  its  inflaence  upon 
the  liveB  and  chanwten  of  men,  we  owe  this  stsikii^ 
im^nWemeDt,  and  whilst  it  has  given  encoangenent  to 
upD^tUMS  and  indaatiy,  it  has  at  tiw  essae  tine 
allayed  Ae  thint  for  iatemperance,  craelty,  and  oppree- 
aioa.  The  goap^  wberenr  it  prevails^  will  incBlcatE 
feelings  of  i^i^ty  and  "  good  will  towaida  mat,"  for 
theuke  ef  HiH  "  who  gave  his  life  a  rassoB  fw  many," 
and  who  has  directed  hie  Ibllowera  lo  "  lore  one  another, 
"  for  the  aake  of  Uiat  who  redeemed  them."  At  no  periad 
in  the  hisloiy  of  our  coontzy  has  sneh  a  good  feeiing 
noK  genemlly  prevailed  than  at  present,  among  aU 
claues  of  society.  May  its  powerfu]  influence  be  cod- 
tiaued,  and  may  the  merit  thereof  be  ascribed  to  liiH 
"  wboae  we  are,  and  whom  we  serve  1" 

Wisbech,  as  has  been  seen,  abeunda  in  charitable  and 
humane  inetitutioas,  both  of  ancient  and  modem  date ; 
indeed,  when  any  phiUnthrainc  plans  of  benevolence 
or  utility  have  been  proposed,  they  have  always  met 
with  correapondiog  attentimi  and  liberality,  aad  the 
poises  of  the  respectable  iBhabttants  are  open  at  all  ' 
times  to  the  «aUB  of  charity  and  patriotism. 

We  have  been  ccmtempIatiBg  the  ftmaer  and  pnaeot 
state  of  this  country,  and  before  we  take  leave,  let  wi- 
glanoe  for  a  £ew  moments  on  wliat  remaias  yet  ts  be 
aocemphshed  in  the  furthv  iraprpvemeait  sf  drun^e  and 
oavigatioB.  The  Nene  outfall  act  was  pasaed  in  thii' 
sessimi  of  parliameat,*  and  reeolutiaiiB  Imre  -beea 
fdnady  entered   into   for  canying  its  pronaoas  into- 
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B  exflcvtioii.  Hie  important  objoctB  ( 
phted  Kre  the  improvement  of  the  ontfall  oftiieNene 
wateis,  the  draining  of  the  North  Level,  Sootk  Holland, 
Wisbech  Hundred,  and  several  adjoining  distiicti, 
containiBg  upwards  of  one  handled  tlioaaand  acres  of' 
land,  and  to  reclaim  from  the  sea,  and  bring  into 
cultivation,  Mvend  Uuinsand  acns  of  land,  which  will 
be  effected  by  the  diverting  of  the  comse  of  the  watera 
which  now  flow  over  the  loose  and  shifting  sands 
through  the  eetsaiy  of  SntUn  Wash  to  the  sea,  into  a 
new  confined  channel  *  of  about  seven  miles  in  length, 
from  Kinderiey'a  Cut  to  Crab  Hole  at  deep  water. 

llinB  we  see  how  much  has  been  already  efiected  by 
the  iudnstty  and  exertions  of  the  inhabitants,  and  we 
are  also  aware  of  other  improvements  which  will  be 
required  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  we  doubt  not  but 
the  inhabitants  of  Wisbech  and  its  neighbourhood,  who 
are  sensibly  alive  to  their  re^  interests,  will  cordially 
unite  in  a  temperate  manner  to  put  in  exeoutioa  any 
further  judicious  plans,  ccmsidered  to  be  for  the  general 
beneftt  of  the  navigation  and  drainage ;  for,  in  order  to 
reap  the  fuU  advantage  of  those  wo^  already  com- 
menced, it  will  becwne  necessary,  (or  the  better  purposes 
of  navigation  and  drainage,  to  alter  the  course  of  the 
watera  from  Kinderley'fl  Cut  upwards,  by  iwnting  a 
more  direct  channel  from  thence  to  the  town,  a  further 
distance  of  uz  miles,  besides  the  removal  of  impedi- 
mente  now  existing  in  the  passage  of  the  waters  throagh 
the  town.  To  harden  iht  trade  or  the  land  too  grievously 
wDold  be  mdiictMt,  bit  every  inhabitant  of  die  place 

*  Sttptfc  634. 
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would  rejoice  in  lending  his  aid  to  the  aceomplishmait 
<^  any  works  within  a  reasonable  compass,  deemed 
necessary  for  the  general  adTancement  of  the  trade, 
and  facility  of  drainage.  There  is  a  medium  whereby 
much  good  may  be  accomplished  through  means,  as  it 
may  be  said,  within  our  reach,  and  thereby  add  to  the 
increasing  prosperity  of  the. town;  but  we  should  be 
cautious  in  being  led  away  by  overwhelming  schemes, 
attainable  only  at  an  enoimons  and  intolerable  expense. 
The  navigation  should  be  fully  adequate  to  receive  the 
imports  and  convey  away  the  exports,  but  the  coootiy, 
once  supplied,  can  require  no  more.  What  is  beyond  its 
wants  must  produce  au  excess,  and  with  the  best 
navigation  more  business  cannot  be  done  than  the  country 
aronnd  demands.  It  therefore  behoves  the  inhabitants 
to  be  cautious  and  prudent.  Posterity  have  a  claim 
upon  us  not  to  tax  them  unmercifully.  We  are  trustees 
as  it  were  for  thnr  itttereets,  and  though  we  may  not 
live  to  vritneas  any  evil  results,  yet  to  them  we  owe  a 
duty  not  to  cast  unnecessary  burdens  upon  them  through 
our  speculations.  Many  of  us  are  declining  in  years, 
and  few  among  us  may  live  to  witness  the  effects  of  all 
the  proposed  alterations,  which  most  entirely  change  the 
fact  and  appearance  of  the  whole  of  this  district. 

Notwithstanding  some  disadvantages,  Wisbech  still 
prospers  and  increases  in  importance,  and  "  our  hearts' 
"  desire  "  is,  that  it  may  long,  veiy  long,  continue  to 
be  conspicuous,  not  only  for  loyalty  and  honourable 
principles,  but  for  stability  of  trade  and  commerce,  and 
preserve  unsullied  that  character,  as  well  as  maintain 
that  independence,    for  which  it  has  been    hitherto 
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distingnUhed,  and  we  here  take  a  fiaal  leave  of  our 
readers,  by  breathing  and  entreating  a  piayer  for  the  con- 
tinued welfare,  happiness,  and  nereiMMasing  proapeiily 
of  this  highly  favoured  town. 

Hay  the  compiler  be  permitted  to  add  one  word 
respecting  himself  ?  In  the  work,  which  is  now  before 
the  public,  he  lays  no  claim  to  the  prai^  of  authorship, 
originality,  or  eloquence ;  he  has  had  little  regard  to 
celebrity,  and  none  to  emolument :  accuracy  of  statement 
he  has  endeavoured  to  attain,  and  nothing  more.  He 
might  perhaps  truly  say  that  the  compilation  in  its  earlier 
details  cost  him  some  research,  but  then  it  has  been  the 
pleasing  employment  of  that  leisure  with  which  provi- 
dence has  been  pleased  to  bless  him.  His  only  regret  is, 
that  it  is  not  more  worthy  of  the  distinguished  patronage 
and  support,  with  which  some  noble  and  many  amiable 
and  most  respectable  characters  have  encouraged  the 
publication.  Neither  his  studies  nor  his  abilities  qualify 
him  to  undertake  the  instruction,  and  better  the  con- 
dition of  his  countrymen,  to  throw  light  upon  the  many 
invaluable  institutions  which  have  made  Great  Britain 
the  admiiation  and  despair  of  the  world,  or  to  illus- 
trate the  glorious  theme  of  that  faith  and  piety  which 
have  exalted  her  among  the  nations,  and  rendered  her 
a  beacon  light  to  tribes  and  people  that  yet  sit  in 
darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death.  Still  what  ap- 
peared to  be  in  some  measure  within  his  reach,  that 
he  has  cheerfully  attempted,  and  if  his  labours  tend  but 
to  amuse  an  idle  hour,  and  still  more,  if  they  contribute 
to  preserve  the  memory  of  events  which  have  left 
sensible  traces  behind  them,  of  improvements,  the  ad- 
vantages   of  which  are  still    enjoyed,  and  of  names. 
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which,  hoiMva  worthy  of  netice,  w«uU  othfentiie  seoncs 
wnk  isto  ebUvioa,  hii  Bim  and  object  are  aMOBplbdied  ; 
»nd  IB  the  approach  of  that  hew  which  will  gatho"  him 
to  his  fathers,  he  may  allowaUy  comfort  hniuetf,  u 
with  the  higher  and  nobler  eonBolations,  so  with  the 
gnttefiil  theo^t,  that  be  baa  done  what  he  could, 
and  that  time  and  oppwtanitics  hare  not  been  fawbnred 
upon  him  entirdy  in  vam. 
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The  foUowii^  is  the  wiU  referred  to  ia  page  193, 
as  affording  a  pctaie  of  the  supentitioii  of  the  times ! 


WILL  OF  BOBEST  SMITH. 

lOtb  March,    In  Dei  NemiBe,  Amen.     Decimo  Die 
152(X  Hens    Mar     Ajino     Dni     mitessimo 

quii^entesimo  Ticestmo.  I  Robert  Smith,  of  Wyaebeche, 
being  of  whole  mind,  with  a  good  BTyfliot  and  lemem- 
brance,  make  my  teatamt  and  last  will  in  ya  manner 
«nd  forat  followng :  ftrate,  I  comende  my  aowle  ovr  to 
AhniehtJe  Qod,  to  our  bleesyd  lady,  Saynt  Maiy,  and 
to  air  the  holy  copenye  of  hevyn,  and  my  bodye  to  be 
beryd  wth  in  ye  chapel  of  our  blessed  Lady,  in  the 
ehyiche  of  St.  Fetor,  in  Wysebech,  as  nye  as  it  can 
be  boryed  before  the  imadge  of  our  blessed  Lady,  in  the 
chnrch  of  Wysebecbe  afsd.  Itm.  I  bequetn  for  my 
ntortnary,  my  oeat  becste.  And  I  give  and  beqr  to  the  hey 
ault  <high  altar)  of  the  ad  charche  for  my  tythes  and 
offerings  neelygently  foi^tten  20>.  Itm.  I  gyre  and 
bea  to  the  ouilding  of  the  steeple  of  the  said  chnrch 
of  Wyseheehe  £20. — £5.  the  b«^ynning  of  the  building 
of  the  ad  ateeple,  and  within  half  a  year  next  after  that 
other  £6,  aiu)  £  10.  within  half  a  year  next  afl,  so 
that  the  hole  £  20.  be  paid  within  a  yere,  when  the  said 
Steele  is  faeganne  to  be  made  M*  builded  with  the 
first  m«Dey. 
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Urn.  I  gyff  and  beqaeth  to  the  Bldman  and  brethren 
of  the  gyla  of  the  holy  blessyd  trinity  in  the  said  church, 
dedicated  and  hallowed  in  the  honor  of  St..  Peter,  for 
ye  entire  love,  devotion,  laud,  and  hotiore  which  I  have 
and  bear  towda  the  blessed  Vii^n  Mary,  and  the  mainte- 
nance and  upholdyng  of  divine  service,  our  Lady  mass, 
and  other  prayers,  which  I  desyre  and  wyll  the  said 
alderman  and  bis  brethren  to  mayntayne  in  the  chapell 
of  oor  blessvd  Lady,  within  the  m  church  of  St.  Peter, 
9a.  of  fre  land  in  West  Walton,  7a.  of  land  fre  and 
copy  in  Dyxon  Field,  2|a.  of  fre  land  in  Netv  Field, 
in  Walton,  24a.  of  fre  land  in  Py^es  Drove,  in  Levei^ 
ington,  11a.  in  Lereringlon,  7a.  in  Leverington,  5a.  of 
fen  land  in  Wisbech,  6a.  id  Fentand  Drove,  7a.  in  New- 
bridge Drove,  and  IjA.  in  Wisbech. 

Itm.  I  gyff  and  beq  to  the  alderman  end  brethren  of 
the  said  eylde  of  Wysebeche  for  my  perpetual  obitt,  to  be 
kepte  yrly  in  the  said  chapel  of  our  blessed  Lady,  two 
messes  lying  together  in  the  New  Mkytte  of  Wyabech, 
and  12a.  of  land  fn  and  copy,  and  a  tenement.  Itm.  I 
gyff  to  the  alderman  and  brethren  of  the  said  gyld  the 
tenement  on  tf..  Castell  Dyke.  Itm.  I  gyff  and 
beq  to  the  aldermen  and  brethren  of  the  said  gylde 
of  the  blessyd  trinitye  in  Wysbeche  afsd,  my  five 
messuages  on  the  Castell  Dyke,  late  Edmund  Buck- 
worth's,  wherein  said  Edmund  now  dwells:  and  the 
aldermen  and  brethren  of  the  sd  gyld  to  sell  the  said 
messuages  to  the  best  piofy  tt  of  the  gyld,  and  the  money 
wrof  coming  to  be  bestowed  in  buying  of  land  when 
it  may  be  conveniently  boughte  or  purchased. 

Provided  always  yff  the  sd  Edmund  will  pay  £40. 
within  three  yeres  alter  my  dethe,  he  to  have  the  said 
messes. — All  these  my  messes  and  lands  I  gyffe  to  the 
aldermen  and  brethren  of  the  sd  gylde  of  the  holy 
trynitye  in  Wisbech  under  this  condition  r 

Fist.  I  wyll  that  the  alderman  and  his  brethren  diall 
every  yere  kepe  myne  obytt  in  the  chapel  of  our  blessed 
Lady,  the  day  of  my  anniversary,  with  seven  priests 
and  five  clerks,  gyving  to  the  vicar  or  his  parish  priest 
Hd.,  to  the  schoolmaster  Sd.,  and  the  three  brotherhood 
priests  yche  of  them  6d.  and  two  other  prsts  yche  of 
them  4(1.,  and  the  trynitye  clerk  4d.,  and  jaie  of  the  fire 
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clerks  2d,,  and  to  30  chvldein  and  40  poor  men  yche  of 
them  \d. ;  and  these  afsa  psooa  to  be  cwent  at  my  obytt, 
and  to  Byng  by  not«  placebo  and  dirige :  and  in  the 
momyngnexttbey,  betwist9  and  lOof  thecloke,  tosyng 
masse  of  requiem,  with  the  collect,  beeynning  witb  "Deus 
"  cuiq  Bumma  spes  ore  redemptcois,'  with  the  secret  and 
post  communion  of  the  same,  praying  for  my  soule  and  the 
Boules  of  John  and  Agnes,  my  father  and  mother,  and  all 
my  ancestors  sonles,  and  ^1  crystii  aoules :  also  I  will  that 
the  sexton  have  2d.  and  the  2  clerks  for  ringing  \2d ;  and 
at  the  Baid  mass  I  wyll  that  the  alderman  or  his  deputye, 
with  the  treasurers  and  two  of  his  brethren,  shall  ogyr  at 
the  said  mass,  the  alderman  to  offyr  2d.  and  to  have  for 
his  labor  4d.  and  every  of  his  4  brethren  to  o^r  a  penny, 
and  to  have  for  his  labor  2d. 

Itm.  I  wyll  that  myne  executors  shall  require  the 
alderman  and  brethem  of  the  ad  gvld,  shall  iynd  the 
scholmaster  or  com  preeste  of  the  brethem,  the  wych  three 
time  in  the  week  shall  take  a  special  collect  in  nis  mass, 
called  DeuB  cui  summa  Spee  nre  redemptcois,  remember- 
ing the  Boulis  of  me  the  said  Robt  and  my  friends  before 
■pecyfyed,  with  the  secrett  and  postcommuin  of  the  said 
collect,  itm.  I  will  that  the  said  scfaolemr  or  his  chyl- 
dren  shall  daily,  when  the  schole  is  kept,  sey  bothe 
momyng  and  evening  this  anthem  :  Liba  &o«,  stuva  nos, 
o  beata  trinitas,  sit  nomen  dni  b^iedictom,  and  the 
leapond,  with  collect,  omnipotenssempiteme  deus  dedisti 
nobis.  Sec.  De  profundts,  with  the  prayera  for  the  soulis 
above  r^earsed ;  and  the  sd  scbolemaater  to  have  over 
and  above  his  ati^end  yerelv  for  his  dylieence,  in  perform- 
ing the  sd  premises  6s.  8a.  to  be  paidl>v  the  aiderman 
atra  brethren,  and  if  they  refuse  the  performation  of  my 
will,  then  my  execators  shall  sell  my  sd  lands,  and  with 
the  moneye  to  find  the  scholemr  or  a  priest  to  sing  for  me 
and  my  friends  in  the  ad  church  of  St.  Peter,  in  Wysebech 
aftd,  and  to  fyad  the  sd  yerely  obytt  with  the  sd  money, 
to  be  spent  in  snch  charitable  uses. 

Furthermore,  I  wyll  ytt  yff  the  alderman  and  his 
brethren  be  content  to  pform  um  sd  conditns,  then  indres 
to  be  drawn  under  learned  connsell  for  surety  of  th« 
same,  wherwn  they  shall  be  bound  in  mannw  and  form 
as  the  churchwudens  of  the  sd  church  be  bound  to 
perfotmation. 
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CHAPEL  OF  EASE. 

Thk  Bitvation  of  the  piece  of  ground  first  intended 
for  the  erection  of  the  chapel  of  ease  being  disapprored 
of  by  a  majority  of  the  suDBcribera,  the  same  was  aban- 
doned, ana  a  new  nte  in  the  Old  Maiket-place  fixed 
upon,  by  parchasing  certain  buildings  and  ground  there 
for  such  purpose ;  and  the  act  baring  received  .the  royal 
assent  on  the  14th  July,  the  subscrifiers  were  anxious  to 
proceed  with  the  work  without  loss  of  time.  Public 
meetings  were  called  to  consider  of  an  eligible  plan,  and 
afler  mature  consideration,  that  of  an  octagon  ^ape 
was  preferred,  and  a  plan  thereof,  and  of  the  pews  and 
sittings  therein,  and  of  the  Tanlts  and  cemeteries,  being 
approved  by  the  lord  bishop,  the  same  was  unanimously 
adopted,  and  on  Mondav  the  6th  of  August  foUowii^, 
the  first  Btone  of  this  cnapel  was  laid  by  the  reTerend 
Thomas  Pattison  Holmes,  B,A.  as  the  nephew  and  re* 
presentative  of  Dr.  Jobson,  the  venerable  vicar,  thra 
unhappily  confined  to  his  house  by  indispoaitioii  and 
infinnity,  who,  by  his  munificent  endowment  and  suV 
BcnptJon,*  may  well  be  called  the  founder  of  the  chapel; 
the  other  members  of  the  building  committee  were  also 
present,  and  assisted  at  the  ceremonV'  The  reverend 
Mr.  Holmes,  on  laying  the  stone,  offered  up  in  few  words 
an  appropriate  prayer,  invoking  the  favour  of  Heaven  on 
the  undertaking,  and  calling  upon  Almighty  God,  for 
the  sake  of  his  son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  to  prosper  it 
with  his  especial  blessing ;  to  which,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  building  committee  added  a  short  invocation,  tb^ 
the  Lord  woiild  favourably  approve  of  setting  apart  that 

Elace  for  the  performance  of  religious  worship,  and  that 
e  would  bleas  it  with  such  success  as  might  tend  most 
to  his  glory,  and  the  furtherance  of  the  happiness  of  his 
people,  both  spiritual  and  temporal.  The  building  is 
designed  to  accommodate  one  thousand  persona,  of  whitji 
three  hundred  seats  are  to  be  gratuitous  for  the  poor. 
The  height,  from  the  foundation  to  the  top  of  the  piu' 
nacle  on  the  lantern,  is  intended  to  be  eighty-eight  feet; 
the  length,  from  the  entrance  of  the  porch  to  Uie  com- 
munion table,  one  hundred  and  two  feet,  and  the  interior 
diameter  of  the  octagon,  diagonally,  about  sixty  feeL 
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Some  new  Bubecriben  have  added  their  names,  and  others 
hare  iacreased  their  fonner  Bubscriptiona,  as  under : 

SharM.    Animiiit. 
Origiul  SalMcriptuiD**    116       ^$S00 
TheRoT.J.  H.Sparke.nctorof  LeTerin^in        X  100     . 

Dr.  Sudiford,  rector  af  N«irtaii  ..         "  — 

W.  O.  ToWnley,  f  "     " 

'WilliuiW»i)u& 

H.J.NicluiUi,Mq 

Willum  Orton,  ew| 

R.F.PUe, 1 

Juiei  UdD, ditto  . 

Abrahuu  UtiU,    ditto  . 

JohnPtnH ditto  . 


Robert  Gaja,  ^ 

Henij  MoHoa 

Rkhud  Butcr <d  nibKriptioQ  .. 

Sieed  OirdleRooa ditto 

JoluWing, ditto 


150       ^T500 


It  is  Stated  in  page  2]8  of  this  work,  that  the  charter 
of  king  Charles  II.  would  appear  in  the  appendix ;  but 
as  an  abstract  of  the  originaj  one  of  king  £dwaid  VI, 
ia  already  introduced,t  and  through  the  liberality  of  the 
corporate  body,  several  hundred  copies  of  king  Charles 
lid's  confinnatory  charter  have  been  printed  and  very 
generally  distributed  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
who  are  the  principal  parties  interested,  so  that  every 
individual  desirous  of  a  copy  had  the  opportunity  of  pos- 
sessing one,  it  is  thought  unnecessary  to  swell  out  this 
volume  by  the  introduction  of  such  last-mentioned  charter 
and  translation  at  length  here. 
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